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ey are fometimes 2 2 out unto _ nebel de- 
. _ pree of ſuffering in this life; and that is, to lay down 
. theip lives for the cauſe pf Chriſt, And 1 ſav 1 under the 
altar the fouls of them that were = fer the word. Ged. 
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Hex it might be accounted a fuperfluity in the el. 
, either to apologize. for this publication, or yet to 
west of the: origin, -rife br otcafron of the tranfactions 


_ *thereli mentioned; ſeeing that for the firſt, the fabject 
Will anſwer for fel; and for rhe laſt, it is anticipateſl 
It the i n, or preliminary nir to the ſub. 
Jeet. What traves thy attention further concerning 
ide inſtuments by which theſe tranfactions were carried 
dende ſudhect itſelf, —and ſotmeuhat of the inſtitution, 
Varrant, duty and utility of Chriſtian fellowſhip in ſo- 

| ey and eorrefpandent meetings, may be pointed out 
ry ſhortly in theſe few particulars following. And 
Fir, As to ihe inſtruments, let me premiſe, that 
although the ſuffering of — in. his myſtical em- 
erde be a moſt mournful : and gravaminous ſubject; yet 
wants not its own proper ufe and adyantages, unto 
"thoſe wha are rightly exerciſed thereby, while the Hord's 


goodneſy is ouſly diſplayed in the midſt of 
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1. For Inſtance, here was a poor, ſuffering (but wrefa 
ling) handfal of Chris faithful winefles, reduce“ 
undo the utmoſt exttemity, not qnly extraded* and * 
cluded from all benefit and priviledge of law; but ever 
deprived and berraved of the goſpel, that moſt yaluthle . 3 
priviledge 3 their worthy . paſtors who ſhould have been 
as high goats hh the flocks being not only thruſt dunn 
and baniſhed from them, but even thoſe” few who for 
their faithfulneſs had ſenpurdeu their li va in ts high placed 
of the field, were by wicked hands-violently graſped 'from 
them, and killed t—S$0 that their eyes cauld now ng-more 
behold their teachers. —Putloy in this ex the Lord 
mercifulty interpoſed by directing them in'this-eritical 
juncture of affairs, unto an embodyiug of themſelves in- 
to a general correſpondence out of their ſelect ſocieties, 
which became of great and unſpeakable” advantage un- 
to them. For thereby they not only came to know.] n;, e 
anothers welfare and mind anent the diſpenſations of the 
time; but were alſo enabled to conſult,” agitate and eon? 
clude upon ſuch methods and meaſures; d were mol}. 
helpful unto them for the carrying on a teſtihony pubs 
licly for the cauſe of Chriſt, and every o of his perſe ? 
_— and born down truths in that dark and claudy das 


2. It is to he remarked, that altho! they were expoſed: 
unto, the utmoſt danger and hardſhips,” by a bloody e. 
nemy, who was ſtill upon the purſuit in queſt of them 44 
yet (if I miſtake not) they never, — one, ufer 2 
the leaſt injury in coming to and going from thefe meets 
ings, tho" ſeyeral of them were taken and killed other». + -7 
ways. And what is moſt noticeable of all, is, that it could 
not have been rationally thought that ſuch à poor waſtedk 
remnant could have ſubſiſted or held out ſo long, con ?- 
. fidering the manifold and moſt excruciating hardſhips: - - 
and ſufferings they were reduced unto, being killed with 
cold,—killed with hunger, —killed in the fields, —killed 
upon the ſeas, —killed upon ſtaffolds, killed under co 
lour of law; and killed without all colour of law; and. 
yet with the Lord's people of ald. The more they were gp. 
preſſed, the more they grew; while they continued faith- 
ful unto, and ſtedfaſt with him. This little grain f 
muſtard ſeed planted by his own hand and watered by _. 
the blood of ſo many gallant martyrs, nam ſanguis mate, © |: 
rum ſemen ecclefia ef, The blood of the-martyrs i - 
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1 | 3 To the. Reader. | 3 EN 
ſieed of the cherch. And be hoked,: ant] behold the bulb 
e e buſh wat not conſumedl. 
S Secondly, For the ſubject itſelf, there is therein contain- 
ed, 1. A ſhort ſketch of the riſe and ſomewhat of the na- 
ture of theſe meetings or general correſpondencies. 2. A 
ſummary of the principal actings and conclufions of the 
ſaid meetings, 3. A brief hint of the land's ſufferings in 
general, and themſelves in particular, during the intervals. 
4. There is a ſeries of intereſting letters, both edifying 
and inſtructing (ſome of whom were before in print) with 
ſeveral other valuable papers which will, doubtleſs, yield 
information unto thoſe who defire to be informed a- 
nent the affairs of that time, beſides a variety of remarks 
interſperſed thro out the whole of the ſubje&t,=-Qnlyas the 
true ſtate of the teſtimony ſeems to be ſomewhat over- 
looked at the revolution by the writer of this regiſter ;z* 
there is ſomewhat in their conduct at that time that de» 
ſervesour further confideration,fuch as their guarding the 
corrupt convention of eſtates'z--their raifing a regimnte, 
and aſſociating with malignants their eſpouſing the in- 
tereſtof the prince and princeſs of Orange, without ſcrip- 
tural and coyenant qualifications ; and their unitirg with 
2 corrupt and backſlidden miniſtry, But as theſe are 
touched at a little in the appendix, I ſhall only here in 
ber w NE Tr TE © 
That altho? the Lord till preſerved ſame, then and 
im all ages, who deſigned faithfully to contend” for the 
word of Chriſt's patience, yet ſure, it was a pity ſo ma- 
ny Samfons, famous for contending and weathering out 
fo many ſtorms of hazard and dangers for their faithful- 
neſs, ſhould have had their hair ſpeafily cut by founder. 
ing upon theſe rocks of compliance; which may ferve 
as a beacon for an example of caution unto future a- 
ges, thewing that it is as impoſſible for men intending 
honeſty and faithfulneſs, either to tamper or join, fads 
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+ {f any deſide rate, or want to know any. thing concerning 
Me. Michael Shields, take the following hint.--- He. was fon 10 
Jimes Sti. les of Haugh head, (in the Merſe) and brother to 
the well known Mr. Alexander Shields, He had received a com- 
petene meaſure ot educatiag.- He' became a clerk to the general 
meyt'ng dacing the moſt part 6t theſe tranſactions; but fell in 
with the revolution church, and at laſt Vent over with his bro+ 
cher among others to the ſettlement at Darien, 1699. Whe- 
ther he died in tire wilds of Caledonia, on the fea, in Jamaica, 


or at Charleflo.vn bar in Carglina, we know not; but ne never 
3e:urned, * 8 6 
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lifications,' nor took the ancient Scots coronation oath g; ö 
which qualifications were, by ſeveral * acts of 
Pan ae _ the fundamental qualifications, fnt- 


f 2 == * 


NY 


LY 
— 


* 4 by 
* * = 
C * * 
- - : . 


wm To the Reader. 
Aly, Although prelacy was then aboliſhed in Scot- 
1 it — hive then nor ſince declared to be 
| Contrary to the word of God; and though Preſbytery 
vas then eſtabliſhed in Scotland, “ as agreerble to. the: 
« word of God,” yet it was never declared to be of di- 
vine inſtitution founded thereupon, but only as it was 
agreeable unto the inclinations of the people, founded 
upon the claim of right. Herein there was a retrograde 
motion of near a hundred years baek unto an act of Parl. 
1592. whereby the whole of our pureſt reformation was 
over-paſſed and over-looked. Nor | 
- + 3dly, Has there been any judicial act in church or 
Rate at or ſince the Revolution, made in favours of our 
covenants?” nay, not ſo much as a repeal of that wicked 
and nefandous act of parliament made in the reign of 
James VII. declaring the giving, taking or owning of 
 #hem to infor the pains of high treaſon. Or 
Ahh, Is there any poſitive act to be found amongſt 
the archives of the nation, by which that heaven-darivg 
act reſciſſory (annulling all the acts betwixt 1640 and 
1649) is repealed? If there is not, the whole legal eſta- 
bliſhment of the true Proteſtant Preſbyterian form of 
church- government muſt ſtand yet publicly condemn- 


2. 
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* $thly, Notwithſtanding of a faint act made at the Re- 
oaks declaring the firſt act Parl. 2. Charl. II. affert- 
_ Ing his Majeſtys ſupremacy, &c. as inconſiſtent with Preſ- 
Iyterian government, nnd what ought to be abrogated 4. yet 

by virtue of the Englith conſtitntion, into which the Scots 
conſtitution ig now twiſted, by the 2d and 3d Articles of 

the union, Mey {till retain and continue in the exerciſe 
of, that uſurped power over the church and heritage of 
the Lord: witneſs the king's nominating and appointing 
clergymen unto their eccletiaftical charges; The calling 

and adjourning church judicatories and even ſometimes 
Ine die;—impoſing oaths upon church men and appoin- 
ting acts of faſts and thankſgiving under civil penalties ; 
che patronage. act; — the toleration bill ;—Porteous. att 

, the Quebec act; the Popiſty bill in England and Ire- 
land, with a concatenation of other encroachments, all 
flow ing from that exotic head. And Lay oo 
Pea Theſe who carried on the bloody e 

oſe who favoured popery, prelacy, Oc. and 7 8 
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IJ See act 1. Part, 1. Seſi 2. of William and Mary, 1689. 
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of whom lived in the peaceable exerciſe” of that — 
until their dying day; and all withqut any _ 
 knowledgment, than taking the oaths: in” wy Sony +5 


ties both to church and frate; for a t6g 
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-unto the late tyrannical government: and add unt 


5 
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Jowing inſtance in beu of many that could be here r 
werte it neceſſary.— At d {+ 

1. When ſeveral pa pers. were een in 10 850 „ 
1690. all the anſwer they pot from the com 8 was 
Hioald be inſerted in the; cauſes ofthe 


p*incipal evils complained of) were, at the defire of the kinr.'s 
ommiſſionet and othess 7 5 ed 8 ſaid act ob cauſes, b 

zuſe they had taken faid tell an decly ra tion A 

2. Though an adt was cobcerted # the comminee er. 

tares {which was brought in and te . ag Foe 26 alſe en its 

e. 5 4 70 over the church, 5 

ne vet heard of fince that 1 * 

as George Meldrom, had KORS 1 cur3 
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8 Now theſe are only a few ſtrokes in miniature, of that 


ment I have acknow 
to be wiſhed, that, © 


which has been by ſome called the glorious and happy 


revolution; for it were fruſtraneous to inſiſt upon a por- 
trait of that here which has ſo often and ſo well been 


delineated and by others. — And if any think 
that what is here o hard upon the revolution 
ſettlement, I anſwer that what was good in that eſtabliſſi- 
A, and in what was evil it were 
ature more unto the foregoin 
not to mention the bad ef- 


. draught could not be 


fects or woeful conſequences daily flowing therefrom: 


The beholding of which, if the ſeeing of our eyes and 
the hearing of our ears could rightly affect our hearts, 
might make us ſigh and cry out with the lamenting 
prophet of old Many paſffors have deftroyed my vineyard. -. 
and being deſolate, it mourneth unto Kr; A 7s a cans 


s, her prophets: They are light angtreacherous perſons. 
— 1 


Her prieſt polluted the ſanatuary, they have done 
violence to the lau. Her princes are — therefore 
Ae law it flacted, and judgment doth never go fortb.— 


_ '. Therefare wrong judgment proceedeth, But 


_ * Thiedh, . Somewhat might now be ſaid concerning 


Chriſtian fellowſhip and correſpondant meetings in ge- 


neral : but as my judgment on this point may, perhaps, 


_ tally. with the mind of many of thoſe, for whom this 


publication is chiefly deſigned, I ſhall therefore refer 
them to the introduction, and their own informatory 
vindication on head I. And here I ſhall only obſerve. 
ft, never reckoned themſelves to be a civil ju- 
dicatory : for altho* for the better order in ſpeaking, 
they found it neceſſary to chooſe one to occupy the 
lace (or rather the name) of a præſes; yet they never 
Foked upon theſe tranſactions to be of a civil nature.— 
deed in ſuch a broken ſtate, the very end of theſe 
e 15.72 308 35: een 


perſecuted the people of God, upon thelike terms were admitted 
ruling elders at the ſame ume. And n ot | 

4; When a member of the General Aſſembly 1723, was ſpeak» 
ingen favour of our covenanted work of reformation to ſtrength - 
en his cauſe, and make his demand appear more Juſt and equi - 
table, Mr. Janes Smith in Crammond, from the moderator's 
chair, in the face of the General Aſſembl ,, confidently declared, 
that the church was not now upon tha! footing,” meaning the 


_ Ecovenants-——Ahby who deſire to ſee theſe and many mere in- 
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weile obliged them to concert and conclude upon 
what Was neceſſary and advantageous unto themſelves, | 
both as men and. Chriſtians, for the propagation and 
right managing of the public teſtimony they maintained 
in agreeableneſs to the Sond of God, law of nature and 
fundamental laws of the land, —But even in this caſe, 
wherethere is a ſtanding miniſtry, it is ſometimes found 
requiſite and expedient to keep what they call congrega- 
tional meetings to treat upon {( externum privulegium 
ecclife.”) The external priviledges of the church, d | 
this cannot be called a civil jugicatory.——Nop * - 
 2dly, Did they ever look upon theſe . 
dencies to be a church judicatory, or purely of an excle- 
ſiaſtical nature, as they never took upon themſelves the 
exerciſe of church diſcipline, or to purge ſeandal. g 
it if evident from the following regiſter, that Uucing 
the whole time an ordained miniſter was never admitted 
a conſtitute member of the ſaid correſpondencies;' al- 
tho' the preſence of ſuch, (when they had any) — 
times found neceſſary and of great advantage for their 
advice and concurrence in things of an important na- 
ture. It is true, that being oft times deſtitute of 's - 
church judicatory, yea ſometimes. without à miniſter; 
or goſpel ordinances altogether, they were in provi | 
dence laid under a neceſſity to treat of things that 
more properly belonged to that character; ſuch as the 
appointing of diets of faſting, diſtributing collections, * 
c. But if we grant this maxim, that in times and 
caſes extroardinary, ſomething extraordinary may be dne, 
— may eaſily be accounted for. Let it then ſuſfice for 
. unto thoſe, who have wondered what for a 
— general meetings were, That they were, (at leaſt 
ought to be) a body or religious ſociety of men and chriſ- 
tian men, conſtitute, allenarly, of the members of ſelect 
praying ſocieties, who had embodied themſelves into 
chriſtian fellowſhip meetings for prayer, godly confers | 
ence and other religious duties for the mutal help . 
edification of one another.— And as this duty, whether, 
as to ſelect ſocieties or correſpondent meetings, is & 
not only {lighted and neglected by the moſt part, but 
even odjected againſt by many in this degenerate and ap=.. 
poſtate generation, it may be no ways impertinate hs. 
to touch a little at its divine warrant or inſtitution, its 
utility and the neceffity of ſuch a coony in theſe few 8 
particulars follpwing.— And 
b 2 | if For 
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* To the Reader. "4 
, For its divine warrant or inſtitution, ſiys the ſpi- 
rit of God by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews.— No? for/ak- 
ing the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the manner of 

eme is, but exhorting one another, &c.' Which duty we 
_ find warranted by the praQtices of both old and new Teſ- 

. tament faints. And ſo Ezra ix. 4. Then there were 
or unto mi, every one that trembled at the words of 

the God of Hrael, &c. And Mat. iii. 16. Then they that 
feared the Lord, ſpale often one to another, &c, And to 
what purpoſe went they out and fat by the river of Babel, 
Pfal. cxxxvii..but io remember and ſpeak of Zion with 
other religious converſation It is allo propheſied of as 

What ſhould abound in the new- Teſtament church. See 
Jer. XXiii. 25. Zach. viii. 21.— Accordingly we find 
many feet fallowſhip meetings kept by the Lord's peo- 

le in the new-Teſtament times ; ſeverals of whom were 
rept by our Lord himſelf with his diſciples while ou earth 
both;before and after his reſurrection ; which for our 

. imitation and example, are recorded in ſcripture 4; in 

_ Imitation of which, Theſe all continued with one accord 
in prayer with the women, Acts i. 14. And to this ex- 
erciſe were they gathered intothe houſe of Cornelius; and 
for the ſame purpoſe, and to the fame work were they 
gathered unto the river fade at Philjpi, unto whom Paul 

preached ;—And in the houſe of Mary, Acts xii. 12. 
But what needs more ? nay, it became ſo eſſential to re- 
ligion, that the primitive Chriſtians made the communi- 
on of ſaints an article ↄf their creed, and they looked u- 

peion them as none of their fraternity, who did not man- 
deꝗin, or take pleaſure in the fellowihip of Chriſtians, — 
> Jam, (ſays the royal Pfalmiſt,) a companion of all that fear 
_ 6nd obey tbee. B | "op : 

 » 2dhy, As it is of divine inſtitution, ſo it is of great uſa 

and utility unto the people of God. For 

1. How many fins have been prevented and temptati- 

ons defeated by Chriſtian fellowthip.? Our firſt parent 

| Eye was alone, when afaulted. A Peter will ſometimes 

dbdonfſeſs Chriſt in company with the apoſtles; who when 
Abſent from them, will ſhamefully deny him. For as 
houſes or bodies of men are more apt and able to ſtand 
a ſtorm, when built, or ſtanding together, than alone; 
ſo members of religious ſocieties have many times proved 
eee 


2 


1 the . Vu 
helpful for the ae eg and ſupporting of one ano- | 
ther. The wife man's maxim is, T wo are better than ; 
ene; for they have a reward for their labour: for if they 
fall, the aue * lift up his fellow : one prevail againſt | 
tina, two foall withſtand. Bim: and a threefold cord 4. not 
2 y broken. A 

2. The Lord has in an eminent manner countenanced 


this duty for what ſweet and comfortable returns ot 


prayer, (tho', alas ! theſe are now in a great meaſure 
gone) have the Lord's people experienced 1 in theſe mect- 
_ lugs, both in the primitive times *, and in our reforming 
times; but eſpecially in the late tuffering times both be- 
fore and ſince the revolution? witneſs their own dying 
teſtimonies, wherein they nat only enforce and inculcate 
this duty upon others, but ſolemnly declare what their 
own fouls had experienced thereby f. Nay, they riſqu- 
el their worldly 4LL to enjoy the {ſweetneſs of Chriſtian 
fellowthip, And how ſhameful is it for us to be behind 
them in this duty, while we are not expoſed.to any out- 
ward hazard or amazement. Says one who had the ex- 

erience of this,. Come here, and I will tell you's what he 
butt done for my ſoul. And 

3. Ché Lord has beſtowed a variety of gifts | upon 


Chriſtians ; one is endowed with quick wit and inven- . .* 


tion, another with ſolidity of judgment; to one is giyen 
a2 great ſtock of utterance, to another a good memory 5 
Tone is more open and zealous, another is wary and 
, cautious z one is ſtrong in gifts and graces, another is 
weak z one is ofttimes dejected and caft dawn, another 
18 More facetious and cheerful: and for what purpoſe are 
all theſe given, but to glorify the giver, and for the edi- 
fie nion of one another? Wherefore, (ſavs the apaſtle to 
che Theſſalonians) -comfort Jourſelues e, and edify 
ene auother: 
3dly,. As this duty! is of great uſe, ſi it is highly reaſon- 
able and neceſſary. For 
1. It is neceſſary and reaſogjabls for all Pfeil ſo- 
cleties, to uſe habile methods in treating of their — 
intereſt gag concerns; fo it is highly th e 


lowers 


. Vide Fuſebivs us's ceeleſaſtiesl hiſtory, lb. x 3+ eb. 39. 1b. $ 
ch. 5 ard Socrates hiftoey, lib. 1. ch. f 
* Joch as the dying teſtimonies of Takes Roberg Jobs 


. John R chmond, Jahn Paton, Robert Millar, Themas 


toddart, John Niſbet: and ſince the revolution Sir Robert Tia · 
miſton, John w on, * ſcveral others. WER. EP” 
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xiv D the Reader. . 
followers of Chriſt, not only to concert rules and meth- 
ods for the ez aa the intereſt of that body where- 

of he is the head ; but alſo to have a particular ſympa- 


thy and fellow-feeling with one another.—It is a mili- 


tary maxim, whether in dangerous marches, or in a 
ſture of defence, to ſtick or ſtand cloſe together.“ 
And ſo ought all Chriſt's faithful ſoldiers, if they would 
manage their ſpiritual affairs with ſucceſs and to pur- 
poſe, Neither can this duty be reſtricted unto times of 
perſecution only, as ſome would have it.— It is true, theſe 
times are very proper ſeaſons for it: but it will. be found 
neceſſary and beneficial at all times, and eſpecially in 
times of defection and apoſtacy, and in perilous times; 
and never more acceptable unto God than now, when 
not onlyalmoſt all kinds of error, infidelity and profanity a- 
bounds, and even amongſt profeſſors; but alſo when 
| | | | 5 we 


I There is a variety of rules, queries, articles and directions 
preſcribed by different authors in the method for receiving ia - 


trants into theſe meetings, which for brevity's ſake | muſt. here 


umit. 1 ſhall therefore only recite a ew of them which ſeem to 
be very much overlooked, even by thoſe few who pay any at- 
tention now unto this duty, 8 8 
© Tx. The conſtituent members ſhould be of ſound principles, 
of a blameleſs converfation, endowed with a competent meaſure 
of knowledge, and exerciſed about their ſeul's caſe, and the 
declarative glory of God in the world.” A 08 : 
2. Ia matters of the public teſtimony, let no member, nor 
yet any fingle meeting meddle to do any thing but with the con- 
ſeat of the general correſpondence.” | | | 
3. No member ſhould take on him any public office, or un- 


dertake any debateable practice, nor go to law without acquaint= 


ing the meeting for their advice and conſent “ 

4. No member ſhould go to any penny wedding, or fre- 
quent debauched company, under the pain of ſecluſion from ihe 
meeting.“ 8 | 

5, ©* Every member is to labour to have their converſation e- 


very way becoming the goſpel, and becoming fuch a proteſſion; 


and ſhould do more than others do, ſeeing they profeſs more. 
"Therefore they ſhould be mnch taken up in ſecret prayer, read- 
ing the ſcriptures, and coming to public ordinauces when diſ- 
penſed in God's way.” And EP | 
_ Laſtly, ** When any member falls under fcandal, he is to be 
ſecluded, until 9 ſigns of his true repentance, and 
uatil he both ſatisfy the ſeſſion 65 there be any) and the meet - 
ing about it.“ , : 

Any who want to ſee theſe directions, queries and articles at 


large, may conſult Mr. Walter Smith's rules and directions for 
fellowſhip meetings, the method to-be uſed in receiving members 


_ the 7 — by —4 Renwick and n * 
eting (yet in manuſcript); and Mr. He 31 rom 
which the above are extraded. — i 


wr... - 


To the Rar. wy 
we are under the awful gloom of approaching judgments, 
and ſeemingly upon the eve of Tome deſtruftion; the 
Lord's judgments being already abroad in the earth, which 
requires the moſt intenſe diligence in keeping up the cre 
dit of religion, when ſo ; much abandoned and borne 
down, It behovedto be ſuch a time as this, when theſe, 
mentioned by Malachi, Hate often one to another... And 

2. Might I be permitted to uſe this as an argument 
to enforce this duty? It is the conſtant practice of pro- 
fane and wicked men, ſuch as ſtage- players, comedians, 
maſqueraders, frequenters of balls, drunkards, thieves, 
highwaymen, extortioners, &c. to gather together and 
join in clubs, to conſult ways and means to gratify their 


oven luſts and ambition, in ſerving the worſt of maſters: 


and ſhall thoſe who ſerve the beſt of maſters be thus out- 
ſtripped in adyancing his intereſt and ſervice, and to en- 
courage one another in their way heavenward ; altho 
they ſhould be accounted fools for this by a wicked ge- 
neration, or as a people dwelling alone, and not reckoned a- 
mongſt the nations And FFI r MLA 
3: The decay or thriving of religion goes hand in hand 
with it. Look unto the times of our Reformation, and ye 
will find it ſo , that when theſe meetings began to de- 
cay, than religion became dead and languid.—On the 
contrary, it has been very juſtly obſerved by ſome, that 
in any corner of the land where religion began to thrive 
and flouriſh, theſe meetings began as natively to be erect- 
ed, as birds of one kind, in chooſing their mates in the 
ſpring, begin to draw together.—No ſooner was Paul. 
converted, than he eſſayed to join the company of diſci- 
ples. Let us ga ſpeedily and pray before the Lord, and I 
will go alſo. And 1 r 
Laſtly, This exerciſe is highly requiſite as an app 
tus to fit and prepare us for eternal communion and fel. - 
lowſhip with the ſaints above, All perſons ought to be 
reſolved in what company they take moſt pleaſure, in 
while upon earth. And how ſhall we think to keep com- 
pany by the cloſſeſt communion with thoſe glorified ſaints 
above, with whom we could not think to keep fellow- 
ſhip with while upon earth, —It is uſual for deſigned tra- 
vellers unta a far country to chooſe to travel in company; 
—ſo nothing is more commodious for the traveller to 


2 
a 8 
ta; 

* MY, PIP 5 


5 For this ſee Fox's ads and monuments, Clark's wertyrel. 
Knox's hiſt, and letter, Oct. 1563, and Stevenſon's biſtery, Oc. 
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they think theſe ought or thould be better than them- 


«2 $8 


the celeſtial cbuntry, or Jeruſalem above, that to $9.10 
troops as they did of old when going up to the ſolemn 
feafts/of the Lord at Jeruſalem. I went with—a multi- 
tude that kept holy day, 
ra all thts” 1 u ce have, Cees ibd are 2 
—.— of objections muſtered up againſt theſe meetings: 
but for brevity's fake, 1 muſt here confine myſelf unto 
the three following, which I take to be the moſt formi- 
J godreean LEO 
Om. I. For what purpoſe ſerve theſe mettings, when 
hoſe ho frequent them, are as bad, if not worſe, than 
many in the neighbourhind ? All I obſerve in anſwer to 
this, is That, no queſtion; but there bave been, and will. 
be tares among the wheat, and corn amongſt the chaff, 
until the end of the world, and the reſtitution of all 
things. And ofttimes hypocriſy goes under the name of 
real religion, and many times real religion is branded 
with the vile epithet af diſſimulation; and commonly 
when a corrupt member, or one falling into any fault 
(which, alas! is now a-days become too common) is 
difcovered, then nothing is more uſual for the neigh- 
bourhood, than to judge the whole web by bis ſwatch. 
But what does this militate againſt the duty itſelf, or the 
remanent members either? For, by a parity of reaſon, 
we might conclude that all the eleven apoſtles were trai- 
tors, becaufe Judas was one. But even their own con- 
feſſion, implied in the charge, ſhews, that when they 
are ſo much offended at any thing blame-worthy in a. 
number of ſuch ſocieties, (at leaſt it ſays to me) that 


ſelves or others; otherwiſe what would be obſervable a- 
bout them above- others ?—But judge not, left ye be 
Fa ; 

OsJec. II. It is further objected, and even by ſome 
that ſhould preach up the neceſſity of ſuch a duty, Thot 
theſe meetings ſerve for little purpoſe, but to raiſe needleſs 
queſtions, and gender ftrife and diviſion, Unto this I 
I would reply, that 
1. Itisnow a long time, fince fin and duty, truth and 

error have rulers in the moral world, and that both 
with reſpect to the inward and outward mon, wherein 
ſometimes Ifratl, and fomietinies Amalek prevails. —But 
it has been an epidemical evil in almoſt every age, that 
wheneyer any perſon or ſociety of men, began to make 
Noll le ee $5. 151 4 any 


that they could be charaterized by the —— 


'Fnis is no new thing: fays the prophet” when hechad 


5 n gerad, in theſe ſocieties,” who raiſe needs. 


nat in the duty itſeff when rightly in 


ug ſmell diſorder: Yet as this ofttimes proceeds from 
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: edify one anather, to tach and admonifh, one. Re) N 
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75 Me Reade... for xyit a 
any conſcience, progreſs or degree 2 teftifying g_ againſt | 
k fm and Befeibas of che this; Phon ele 5 


eren by ſome of thoſe who are none of the moſt ivreligi - 
eus) as men of ſtrife, contention or diviſive eourſes. 


been decharing the truth unte an apoſtate generation 
Moes me, my mech h thou haſt bern me a man 5f firife 
bed contention unto the whole earth, But 


2. Let it be ſuppoſed, that chere mould bs any fucks 


leſs. feuds and diſbrders, the fault is in che members, and 
% Phis mut 
hold good in al other lawful aſſemhlies; whether evil ur 
religious, as Well as theſe — . grant that there 


h. or has been in theſe meetings (particularly cotteſpon- 
e ſil! ſome performer 


dent and cangregational mectin 
other aſpiring to have the load argument, mo- 


tion, vote or propoſition . — Fx) rv created 


pride and ambition, or at beſt from fiery zeal, or to 
hear - themſelves”; dr argus for a rguments fake, or 
rather banter, (which is worle) theſe 1 5 rathet bear- | 
counted 2 peit or. burden 155 a hleſſing or benefit upto 
any, well regulated ſociety ne mug come, (ſays the: 
great inſtituter of all ordinayees} but auge unte him" by | 
eh it cometh. The N 

III. Ant laſt objeckion that f Kal Selce, i | 
allo been made by ſome of: thoſe men hich muſt needs. 
now occupy the places of teachers: vin Theſe meetings ; 


are n ways eenful or neceſſary, excepting us, 515 all 


may anſwer, % mt he 

1. That indeed this 1 is n0 An peopen dnergiſe, — 
ple, when deſtitute of public drdinatices, (of which the, 
following regiſter is a, pregnant proof). but docs. this EXy © 
emp others wlio daily enjoy golfpel- Ordinonces from an 
obligation to this duty ? Surely no: The apoſtle en- 


joins us to exbort one another te comfort one another, 2 


recei ue one aut har 1e be ſuljec to aue another to confe 15 | 
their fins to one auother, — to mini heir giſt to om a 
n to e one another in love * ws and, how can 


. | «#--,1 24.1 of « 1 1 98 be . 
„ 0. f. iii, 13. Tick. 11. Col.! in. 16. OG. - 


vat. James v. 16. 1 Pet. iv, 10. Gal. v. 15. 


4 I IN » _ 2 "ey «3 F ; 7 a — 
* by * 2 * r 
* * 8 * 1 - * % , 
1 P F, 3 — } ” Sai CE , 3 1 . z 
xvi Ti ta R ader 
£4 0 Fae RE . 
- ” * F 0 — 


b N 
2 
7. 


: — 


do chis wichout an opportunity for that purpoſe? and 
| however ſome explain ſome of theſe texts according to 
their own. notion in oppoſition. to this duty; yet ſure 
they can never be wholly reſtricted either to family wor- 
hip, or yet public ordinances. And granting that it 
is the duty of families, why not ofs number of families 
met together, and a number af thaſe ſocieties unto the 
ſame exerciſes of duty? and this makes nothing at all 
againſt the fixth and ſeventh direction in our directory 
for worſhip, (as they fooliſhly would ſuppoſe) providing 
chat the one duty do not retard or juſtle out the other. 
Aud for public church-meetings, Where have they the 
opportunity to adminiſter theſe gifts unto one another, 
except they turn Quakers ? According to the divine in- 
junction, a woman is not to ſpeak in the church: But 
here. the apoſtle makes no diſtinction; nay, we are told 
in the forecited text, Acts i. 17. That theſe all continued 
with one accord in prayer with the women J. And 


Lofily, 


i Here a queſtion may ariſe, Whether womeo may be ſuſt- 
NES: xs. coottirute — io ſociety meetings? and if fo, 
whether they ought to meet apart or with mes in @ promiſcuous 
manner ?--- But as this point has been ſome what controverted, 
it will be as ſafe to give in ſubſtance the mind of a very judicious 
- writer, defigned Timotheus Philadelphus, but ſaid to be Mr. 
Brown of Wamphray, in a pretty large manuſcript, intituled,-- 
«The divine right of the wevtingvof the Lord's people, Ge. 
in which be ſays, oo os | * | 
Hai, You may affociate in theſe meetings with Chriſtian 
women; for theſe are Chriſtians as well as men are 3 and ſo the 
common Chriſtian dutics which are competent to theſe meetings, 
do belong to them; as alfo they had need to have theſe duties 
; towards them, as well as men; and rather more, 
eing\ they are the weaker veſſels, and ſo temptations and fad 
diſpenſations are the more ready to ſeize upon them. And fur- 
ther, the bleſſiags promiſed and beſtowed en thele meetiogs, 
and ſuch as 85 antly frequent them, * — * ſexes, 
n a word, e egoing arguments brought in for provin 
— ney of — meetings, i ane in favour . wo. 
men members 2 in theſe meetings. In the 
Teſtament, ſee Eſther in the palace of Abaſucrus, Eſther ir. 
As alſo Job xlii. 11. there was a meeting in which Job's ſiſters, 
as well as qthers, were preſent; and by the daughters in the 
Song are meant weak facts, whether men or women in theſe pri- 
rate meet. go. · And theſe ſpoken of Mal. iii. 10. mutt include 
women as well as men. And if we come to the new Teſtament 
we find Mary and Elizabeth at this exerciſe, Luke i. and for 
the ſame purpoſe ſee Mark xvi. Luke xxii. 2. John xx. 17. &c. 
and ſo in chat meeting, AQs i. x9. Theſe all continued in pra- 
er avith the women, And thele in the houſe of Mary, 4 
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, Wi To the ray 
Tal To but up'the'whale, the Lord has not only 
33 n upon this duty, 
al, iii. 16.— and the Lord\bearkened and heard, and a 
book of remembrance was written: before bim: but has. alſo 
Sn a moſt — n 2 his . unto 


l | ſhall juſt b hint to the —— . © 
That it is pretty evident, that that handful defign- 
ed by the name of the United Societies have been very 
much traduced both before and ſince the revolution: 
before the revolution they were branded as blind zealots, | 
ſchiſmaticks, rejecters of miniſtry and magiſtracy, nien 
of bloody and ſeditious principles, c. Since the revo- 
lution their moſt faithful contendings have been, by 
ſome hiſtorians and others, repreſented as high Fog 
and extravagances, - And although ſomewhat haz P 
ped from divers pens at different times in their » 
yet ſure a better vindication,in their, defence cannot; he 
8 than a publication of theſe very tranſactions 
r which they were ſo aſperſed; and it . appear, 


* it en at firſt with a view. to 008 870 , 


C 2 9 2 17. 4 


3 


xil. 12. 3 thoſe aſſembled at the river ſide of Philippi, And 


ſometimes they may not only prove helpful, but io theſe meet - 
in $, give a leſſon to an old miniſter or profeſſor.” . 
gat here it may be objected, That promiſcuous meetings of / 


men and women for private worſhip and mutual edificationare 


1 to reptoach, and apt to be abuſed, &c. To which I ag» © 
wer, 
* x, That why meetings of men and women for ſuck duties 
ſnould be termed promiſcuovs, more than other meerings of wor- 


ſhip of both ſe xes, for farmly worſhip, or for public ordinances _ a 125 


or civil affairs of life are fo called or reputed, 1 know nat. Bat 
this | know, chat all > yen of men and women for whatever 
purpoſes, are apt to be, and have been abuſed by Satan and * 
inſtruments for ſiniſter ende 


Here he goes on in anſwer tothe objetion with much brilliag» 1 


ey ot argument, ſhewing io ſeveral, particulars, what rydeage 
ſhould be uſed in woren's being members of ſuch n : 
272 withal what cantion ſhould be uſed to prevent every ground 


> fjealouſy or ſuſpicion, that may gccalien PIN upon rs 4 


Nous duty, 
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n its feaſon, and perthanee ſome may think, that 
after ſo much time is etapfed, this public — rig 
| yoo of requiſite duty. But grant this, better late than 
Bever; the Lord has aſſured us in His word, that he will 
. "both plead his own cauſe, and vindicate his witneſſing 
church and people; But the poſitive time we have not 
% preſcribed ; only we are fore, that it ſhall be either while 
Ave, or after they are gone, thou wilt mnintain the care 
of the e, ha the right of the por. A | 
2. Motive for this publication may be this ; that a 
theſe” two cardinal evils which they had to ſtruggle 
with, viz. Popery and Prelacy ſeems to be putking their 
way, and making wide ſtrides unto theſe lands again; 
when ſuch herds are not only ing off to the antichriſ- 
tian camp, but even numbers of witneſs-bearers ſeem 
to de loſing views of their own profeffed teſtimony in this 
hour ant power of darkneſs, let us then, by a retroſpect 
view, trace back the footſteps of Chriſt's lock, and feed 
eur bids brfide the ſhepherds tentt. Indeed this crooked 
aid infidtous generation is now become weary of (what 


they call) controverted points of principles: theſe, ſay 

_ «they, eat out the Hfe of religion. And as the following 

fubject bears the title of Faithful contendings diſplayed, 

it may be judged to bear this diſagreahle face of eontro- 
verfv by fome, and fo by them be denied a hearing ta 

_ anſwer for itſelf. It is true, ſtrife and divifion, the two 

_ grand parents bf needleſs diſpute and groundleſs animo- 

L Hties, always are and have been bad neighbours to re- 

gion. Thefe, like a gangrene, have eaten out the vit- 

als thereof. But how a faithful contending for the cauſe 

of Chriit and every one of his deſpiſed truths, (which 

are now fallen into ſo much diſrepute as to be contro- 

verted) can eat out the life of religion, is not o eaſy to 

determine. It muſt rather be feared that theſe gentle- 

men who would exchange true zeal, truth, and faith- 

fulneſs for what they defign charity, moderation, and 

liberty of conſcience, (hating almoſt every ſpecies of 

, contending or witneſs bearing) have but little real re- 

ligion at bottom, for controverſy to corrode upon. It 

commonly falls out both in reſpect of principle and prac- 

tical religion, that thoſe unſtable fouls, to whom old 

; kruths. become unfayoury by ſuch volatility, not Wy 


% 
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loſe fight of tha own profeſſion. * ; ut mol ch be» 
come 4 prey unte any, whimlical notion, error and de- 


t 

is luſion what{oever.—And. it. is 2 ſo many pr 
1 feſſors are, Far and carri off their feet. at tis times 
1 Therefore if we can de no more, if ve could but Nen 
8 eſtly hand dawn-the faithebul,, contendlings of our refor- 
5 ming and ſuffering anceſtors as à teſtimony to — 
le it might be a piece of generation ſer vice, that;-would: 

ſo. yield no ſmall comfort or peace mind at laſt f. Mem- 


orable for the purpoſe are theſe, words in the laſt 
of the laſt martyr. that publicly; ſuffered on 4 ſpaffol 
in Scotland: C Aae bannen. (fays q ay ay wa 
t in your place and ſtations, the preſent Re FOR fort ._ 
$ when Chriſt goes forth to defeat, antichriſt, wit 
© name written on his veſture, King of King, and: Let 
* Lords, he will make. it gloviqus in the earth And 
6e if ye can but tranſmit it to poſterity ye may count it 
« a great generation work : But beware of the miniſters 
« that have accepted of this taleration, and all others 
« that bend that way; for the gun abe em. 
« pon them,” - ret 
But I know, it is: objetted, and. parhans 3 
jected, after all that I have here aid, and eyen by ſome 
judicious perſons, who, in obarity, we muſt uppoſe 
wiſh well to the memory * = ings of theſe worthy 
men, T hot as they were moſtly private men, and theſe tranſs 
actious partly of a private nature, and ſometimes not carried 
on in ſuch an. agreeable way as they themſelves cot Hawe 
wiſhed, the. 2 ication of them muft rather . tend e | 
them and their wweakne(s; than to anner them on. 2 
mony they contended for, e this lukewarm, or ludi 
generation. Could I here advance any thing they would 
ſuſtain as an anſwer ta this, I would juſt abſerye; . . 
1h, That altho! theſe: actors and tranſactions were 
moſtly private men and priva- e matters; yet in ſo far 2 
both were connected in carrying on the public teſtimo- 
ny of the fe hey dl to 5 by of a | FN "as : 


wn 


„Doe doubth 2oddiifis of the tate les, ff © > 
That here sad there appear, turn jadgmeor dna. 


Yor . 
7 —— The man'who conſecrates his — 
By vigorous efforts and an hone ft aĩm, a 
At once he draws the firing of life and death n 
He walks with gature, ber paths are peace. 
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XXII To the Reader. 3 
alſo: and would it be accounted fair play to omit the 
one, that the other might be concealed? ' 
_ * 2dly, As ſeveral of theſe tranſactions are already hin- 
ted at in the Hind let looſe, —Informatory vindication, 
Renwick's'large' life and letters, this muſt rather be a 
publiſhing the original, than offering what is intirely 
new unto the public. And tho? we ate not to judge of 
matters, nor ſteer our courſe always by the needle of 
88 the compaſs of actions; yet I might aſk 
r what-end the original "manuſcript bas been hitherto 
preſerved, if for no uſe to the public / LR 
'- 3dly, Whatever diviſions or things difagreeab!e fell 
in amongſt them, it but only ſhews they were but men 
ſubject unto the like paſſiont with others ; and tho? the 
Were but private men, yet I might refer it to the unbi 
aſſed reader, whether any thing he finds here of this na- 
ture, be not leſs than what has fallen out in learned church 
judicatories particularly ſince the revolution, And 
Tah, For their other faults and failings, they were but 
men and willing (at leaſt to the year 1088) ta have them 
eorrected t, and would it not bear hard upon any hiſtory, 
nay on ſcripture itſelf, to ſay, it were better they had 
never been publiſhed, becauſe the faults and failings of 
the penman, or the perſons therein notified, are there- 
in related or recorded. —Nay, bear with me, if I ſhould 
fay,that this is one of the proper uſes of all hiſtory, ſacred 
or profane; for by this important leſſon we may, for the 
conduct of life, learn what was imitable in the perſons 
and actions therein narrated, and at the ſame time with 
caution avoid the rocks upon which they ſplit or ſuffer- 
ed ſhipwreck, and ſo by guarding againſt the errors, 
follies and miſtakes of paſt times, we may be — 
- # . WI 


t For lance, the engagement to ſecrecy which they entered 
into on account of the publiſhing the Lanerk declaration; which 

| was the moſt exceptionable thing of a private nature, was by 
them laid aſide as foo as they diſcovered the evil conſequences 
thereof: which wis vo more nor leſs than what our Retor- 
mers did with ſeveral things fallen into at the beginning of the 
reformation, but laid aſide afterwards. And for that word to 
be uſed by the wande ters mentioned, P 64. let node think it 
was in imitation af the Maſon word ; no, it was only to be uſed 
for a time to prevent their being eircumveened by falſe friends 
or open enemies; à notable inftance we bave of the taking of 
Mr. King, who was betrayed by two of the enemy in diſguiſe of 
He ny ren. — 4 Sec of then and there ule d. 

8 prenendtng at that time (God willi ight happily have 
been krerented. . 94 thts ng) ag ap 1 
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Sits os experience, and vt the expence of former 

ages by he pertinent. for this, are. afew words near the 
end of the” life of Robert Garnock, (wrote by himſelf 

while in priſon, and yet in manuſcript) who was execut» 

ed at the Gallowlee of Edinburgh, Of. —, 1681. 

% Now, for any thing I knom, I will be tortured, 2 

« my life taken, and ſo will get no more written. 1 

« any that read it, I beg of them, to ſhun all that is evi 

« of my lite, as they would ſhun hell; and if there be 

« any thing init that is for uſe, I requeſt the Lord that 
« he may bear it home upon them-when Lam gone, and 
« make it thus uſeful for them that read it, S.. 

ALL I obſerve in the laſt place, anent the way and 
manner of this publication, is, that as Mr. Shields 
broke of ſomewhat abruptly with a- paper that was to 
be given in by each perſon to their miniſters at their ac- 
ceſſion to the revolution church, it was found neceflary 
to add a ſhort appendix, ſhewing upon what footing the . 
more faithful party ſtood their ground at and fince that 
'time.—As to the ſtile of — it is much the ſane 
with the original copy: Only as there were ſome words 
ſuperfluous and ſome papers of lefſer note, ſomewhat 
prolex: it was found proper to abridge them a little, as 
conciſely as poſlible z in lieu of which, ſome letters and 
other papers more momentuous have been added, and 
put in their proper which had been at firſt omitted 
with a few = notes for the explanation of the ſubjeck 
and all to render it as commodious to the reader, as poſ- 
ſible: and whoever ſuſpects the tranſcription either of 
the regiſter or appendix to be otherways vitiated from 
the genuine copies, may be ſatisfied with a fight of the 
autographs from which they wer- tranſcribed... 

AND now for a final concluſion, may the angel of the 
covenant, he who guided his Iſrael of 31d witha pillar of 
cloud by day and a flaming fire by night, guide all his on 
profeſſing people in this dark and cloudy day, wherein 
the night of our defections grows darker and darker, 
and the Jordan of our difficulties deeper and deeper: 
And as the church of Chriſt in theſe Iſles, has now of:a 
long time dwelt with the daughter of Babylon, with that 
cruel yoke .of bondage wreathed about her neck, may 
the time to favour our Zion come, yea, the ſet ide, A 
when antichriſt that man of ſin, and all the ſupporters 
and abettgrs of the kingdom of darkneſs, may be brought 
down and — with a revival of the decayed * | 
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Ard ff the Hirte ſheets. complexly, ſhall, theo? 
the divine"operati 


tion of the ſpirit, prove conducive in the 
* te any of he forgſaid purpoſes, that is, either to 
tlie advantape of true and real religion, or the. gaining of 
friends unto, or confining them in the covenanted inter- 
eſt, in a ſubſervienoy to God's glory and the good of lis 
Surek: then 1 yt the principal end is gained. 
For that God the Father and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt who 
Mmſelf before Pontius Pilate wine. A goad confeſſion 
may ſtir up and enable many to witneſs and contend for 
the whole of his diſpated;truths in. theſe once covenanted 
Put now degenerate iſles of the ſea, Britain and Ireland, 
that glory may thier in our land, is, and ought to be the 
earneſt Kere, judicious reader, of ont ry nne, 
. thy el ele in the 'truth, - 
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N 16. 1 8. for Feber Meeting, read a PEP Maes 

« 218, laft line, for could ſee, r. could not fee. p 338. l. 
9 pe tor Triermimon r. Frierminien, and joot tote, J. 1. 
Ks page, for orden t. Gordon, -p.i24t. foornote, latt line, for 
rebunt r. account. Ferhapy there are lome nei * 
de reader will notice ard excuſe, | 
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* 
3 >. of the ereface.io tbe — 16. for 1685 r. 168 ;. 
* Page 3. foot ,note, lige 6. for requiring r. receiving, p. 5. 
oo for his behalf r. bis and their 44, p. 18. foot note, 1. 4. 
4or defore r. before, p. 30. V 53. from the foot tor wree r. Nj 
Peat ons for ſerved'r,ſowed, p. 66, 1. 1. for % r. life, p. 68 
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when many, and theſe far mightier and richer ON: 
remained in darkneſs, and in the; ſhadow of death. 


or near to be involved in terrible-Iike | | C 
which they could ſee no way to extricate themſelves, he 
bath made his wiſdom to appear in their behalf, either in 
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of mercy, power, and wiſdom, 'to ine bright. 
ly in tile behalf, _ for the good of Kh church and 
people in all ages, to his glory. and. their comfort, and 
to the confounding of all his and their enemies; ſo he 
hath made the ſame to appear, in as eminent and ſplen- 


Aida map, bn end , , e e 
land, as to any ather. Very early, not long after our 
Lord's aſcenſion, he prevented this land with. merey, in 


making the light of his glorious goſpel;to. ſhine. in it, 


when it was overſpread with groſs Antichriſtian dar Kk— | 


neſs, and that for a long time, he manifeſted his love to 


it, by making the light of the goſpel again to ariſe, hit 


as a clear ſun-ſhine day, after ſo long and ſo dark à night, 
tended to the diſcovery of all the errors and idolatries of 


the man of fin, which, were at the very beginning of the 


Reformation abandoned: 80 tak it was among the firſt 
of the nations that did hate the w 


hore, and ſhake off her 
yoke. And many times ſince, he hath remembredmer- 


cy in wrath, and hath ;cyidenced-,his'love-to bis people 


* 
1 


when they could expect nothing (looking upon their πnn 


deſerts) but to feel the effects of his holy anger; alfa, 
when his people have been weak and. ready to faint. under 
the preſſure of heavy burdens, and their enemies many, 
and ſtrong, then hath he ſhown his power, either in 
ſupporting them under theſe burdens, or elſe removing 


the ſame off their backs, and ſcattering and ee 
their enemies: Likewiſe when a. have. been involved, 
1 
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8 the | Lor a hath. made his glarions - attributes 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 
leading them {as he does the blind in ways they know 
not) by theſe difficulties, or elſe in paving to them a paſ- 
ſage through the ſame. 80 that as the mountains are 
round about Jeruſalem, the Lord's holy attributes, as fo 
many high and impregnable mountains have been re 
about the church of Scotland,” loving, and not leaving, 
helping and preſerving, ſtrengthening and comforting 
her. Her privileges have been great, ſingular, and ma- 
ny; for no church aner the New Teſtament difpenſati- 
en Bath hath greater gdfpelflight, nör bath attzined un 
uch a reformation, not only from Alesthenfm, which 
the attained unto even at the firſt planting of the goſpel 
among the nations, Hat alſo from Romiſh, idolatries, af- 
ter the goſpel light had riſep again in our dark horizon, 
eren more and purer than” any of her ſiſter churches, 
though they had caſten off the ſame yoke 3 and not only 
fo, but from Prelacy and Eraſtianiſm; and was brought 
into the ſtricteſt and ſolemiſeſt of covenants, that ever 2 | 
people came under: and althongh ſhe has never wante 
enemies, and theſe oftimes very formidable, many and 
wighty, to comend with, and wrvſtle againſt,” yet all a- 
© angſt through every period, the hath had valiant cham- 
jons for truth, even when fallen in the ſtreets, and 
Faithful and zealous contenders for the liberties and pri- 
viteges' Chriſt her Head and King bad endowed and en- 
Aoted her with; fo that from the firſt begining of tbe 
Reformation from Antichriftian darknefs, until this ve- 
ry time, there hath been a conſtant teſtimony for Chriſt 
carried on, and kept up, though ſometimes it hath hac 
more, and ſometimes fewer owners, and avouchers there- 
of, yet as one link of. a chain depends upon another, 
* fo it hath done, and hath been preſerved rnbroken, or 
uncut off to this day. But as great ſms and multiplied 
. tranſgreſſions, after great light, and multipliec mercies, 
are very provoking to the Lord, to bring on a people 
guilty of the ſame, fore judgments, and terrible deſolat- 
ing ſtrokes ; ſo the mentioning · A our many and mani- 
fold mercies, and great and gracious privileges, ſhould. 
de ſo far from putting us up, that they ſhould humble 
us, and lay ds low, even in the duſt. And as the re- 


membrance of what once we were, and from whence 


we are fallen, ſhould fill our hearts with ſorrow ; ſo the 
conſideration of what we are now, and the fears of what 
we may meet with, if repentance prevent it not, ſhould fill 
our eyes with tears. 2 e may take up a bitter lamentation, 
and fay, *How unth the city ft ſolitary that was full of pe- 
.-S * 8 | RA - ple 


' Prelacy-eſtabliſhed, and the ſuphprtn&y over the church 
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* H become u Widow had oa the 
nations nnd  among-the. proviacced 2 <9 > 
come dg Mie S bog aur ond, 
. us that we 1 e nit were once 

he head, are now ie tall As there is a cloud 
Adel and piers rf oer che face of all 


the reformed churt he fs in. purrienhat mariner, Scor- 
land hath a great chaiſe of th SON Se % 


mues 2 night of . 2 15 and e * i 
the Pains] 55 o defettion and e 


e the aig woof Reforoiiden ict: was 
voll at the expence of fo much pains and labour,” 
tears and blood, was overturued and broken down, [theſe 
folemn covenants. broken and butfit, Chriſt's: I 
ejected, and hirelings put. their wem; ad Whired 


{only proper to Chriſt as Mediator} fettled upon the Rea 
of a monſter; it might Have Bern expected that this 
would have been the height of che: nations revolt from 
the Lord, and that here they would ſtand. But OhI 
theſe who had broken the bonds of a ſacred. covenant, 
and caſt away -thefe cords from them, and had proven 
do perfidious and treacherous to God and man, could * 
not be thought to have any tie upon them to reſtrain 
them from running the grrateſt lengtk in wickedneſs | 
chat ever mortals arrived at: ſo the generality of the 
bulk and body of the nation bath gone on in a continu- . 
ed courſe of rebeltion againſt the Lord, and from one de- 
gree of backſliding unto another, until now they are 
near the borders of Babylon; yet notwithitatidins this, 
dreadful and almoſt univerſal apoſtaey, fince-4he- ] 
fatal and . fearful Revolution, even in the beginning 
thereof, the Lord preſerved a remnant bf faithful + 
ſters and profeſſors from ſaying a confederacy, and 80. 
ing along with theſe iniquous courſes: though their wits -- 
nels and teſtimony was not ſo public as afterward it was, 
yet at Pentland there was a party who openly owned A 
cauſe and coyenant : But for the puniftiment of former 
ns, - and for future trial, they fell before their enemies, 
many of whom were mud red both in fields an on 2 
folds. Albeit this ſtroke was both ſore and deep, yet 
the wound thereof in a few years thereafter was near 
ed, and the dint thereof almoſt forgotten: for not» 
— A 2 with- 


l CEC 
withſtanding the enemies cruelty and craft, to root 


out the followers of Chriſt, and bury their teſtimonies 
for him, yet the banner of the goſpel was more diſplay- 
cd than formerly, by many faithful ſtandard-bearers, 
and that in the open fields, whereunto all had acceſs, and 
followed in great multitudes, Which, though the ſame 
was threatened and interdicted by men, under ſevere pe- 
nalties, yet it was bleſſed and countenanced of the Lord, 
to the convittion and converſion, edification, comfort 
and confirmation of many fouls. But as it is uſual for 
' Juch a calm, not to be long without a ſtorm, and ſuch a 
ſhining blink of the goſpel, without a dark cloud ob- 
ſtructing the ſame; fo it was then, for the Lord's peo- 
ple being neceſſitate to make uſe of defenſive arms, it 
Pleaſed the holy Lord (who does all things well and 
wiſely, in faithfulneſs and truth, and his people will be 
made to ſee and ſay fo, though in the time of their meet- 
ing with croſs diſpenſations they be ready to cry out, 
why is it thus) to deliver them up to the devouring ſword 
of a cruel and blogdy enemy at Bothwel-bridge June 22d, 
1679. Then there was a dark cloud ſpread over us, or 
rather a dark night: This was a time of darknefs and 
gloomineſs, of rebuke and blaſphemy : After this defeat 
the caſe of the land was lamentably ſad, enemies rejoiced, 
triumphed, and fet up their trophies of victory, as if 
Having taken and killed many of Chriſt's followers, his 
cauſe had been buried without hope of its rifing again : 
The hands of miniſters and profeſſors became weak and 
their hearts faint; the edge of their zeal was blunted, 
and love grew cold; much bowing, yietding, tampering 
and complying with the bloody enemies; miniſters quite 
left preaching in the fields, formerly much countenanced 
of the Lord, and many of them complyed with the ene- 
mies, for favours granted by them, after they had, mur- 
dered many of the faints both in fields and on ſcaffolds ; 
thus it was with the land : But the Lord, who is always 
mindful of his prop in their low condition, and will not 
ſuffer his work to be without a witneſs, raiſed up a fitted 
. and worthy inſtrument, Mr, Richard .Cameron, who 
came from Holland, and went boldly to the open fields, 
and faithfully preached the goſpel, ſetting the trumpet 


to his mouth, freely giving warning of the fins and 


Anares, duties and dangers of the time, with whom the 
Lord ſtirred up a faithful and fruitful miniſter, Mr. Do- 
nald Cargill to join; the ſeals of both their miniſtry, 


Are yet upon the hearts of many; yet the Lord for holy. 


and 


— 


18TRODVCTION. 5 


and vile ends ſaw it ft to remove. them from us: Me. 
Richard Cameron was killed at Air's-moſs, and Mr. Do- 
nald Cargill ſuffered at the croſs of Edinburgh, both, 
willingly and chearfully ſealing theſe truths wick their 
blood at death, which they bad profeſſed and 


in their life: Ader whoſe death, Ts caſe of the land | 


was deplorable, yea more than it-was after *Bothwet for 
now had miniſters given over all public preaching, en- 
cept in ſome private chambers, notwithſtanding-. 
many reiterated and preſſing calls of the people, 40 KH 


one might have wandered from ſea to fea, and not have "x 


gotten the benefit of the faithfully and fredy- preached 
goſpel. Sin, ſnares and temptations abowided; 'defer- 
tions increaſed, and confuſions grew; many Terious ſcek- 
ers and lovers of Chriſt, began to languiſh in diſcourage- 
ment, and to ſigh and droop in diſpondeney; the enemy 
raged, and threatened — ruin of all that was unde- 
ſtroyed: the generality of the people were involved in 
the defections, compliances, fins, and ſnares of the time, 
ſo that the teſtimony of Chriſt was like to be quite b 
ried : but the holy and gracious God, who many a 6 
hath remembred mercy to his people in wrath, and made 
the time of their extremity, his opportunity of mantfeſt- 
ing himſelf for their help and encouragement, in His 
great love and condeſcendency, preſerved a remnant; in 
ſome meaſure, free of theſe public fins and detections that 
the generality were involved in at the time, or elſe in 
mercy brought them off from backſlidden courſes, wha 
did embody themſelves in ſocieties for prayer and con- 
ference z and though they were united and joint in the 
teſtimony of the day, which was for the prerogatives of 
Chriſt, the privileges of his church, and the liberties f 
mankind, and againſt, not only tyranny upon the one 
hand, but alfo defection upon the other: yet being ſcat- 
tered up/and down the country, they could not have ac- 
ceſs to know one another's minds, in order to the come 
municating of mutual help, counſel and encoutagement 
to one another in that ſad and weary day, that they 
might the better, and the more unanimouſſy kerp 
that noble teſtimony in their ſtation and capacity 24 


ever providence opened a door for this, which W} = 


time, and fince, hath been bleſſed to the helpi N 
ſtrengthen the things that remained, that were 5 
die: The en of which was this. 
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Tux day after the death of that famous and faithful 
miniſter and martyr Mr. Donald Cargill, July 28th, 
F684. 2 Parliament did conveen at Edinburgh, in which 
e duke of York did preſede as Commiſſioner, for the 


_ ther diſoyned tyrant, Charles II. wherein were ſeveral 
Dieke Lows enacted, eſpecially that blaſphemous and 
__ Jfomtradiftory Teſt, ordained to be taken by all per- 


us in public truſt; againſt which, ſome of the ſeriouſ- 


PP, and zealoully godly in the Weſt, did look upon it as 
their ingiſpenſible duty to give ſome public teſtimony, 
ame way correſponding to the notoriety of the fin, as 


In their capacity they could attain to, leſt their deficien- 
cy iu this, might have made them interpretatively to be 
Jooked upon as conſenters to, or at leaſt connivers at 
Fach a wickedneſs; and that the fame might be helpful 


' for handing don the teſtimony to poſterity : But de- 


Kring that the fame might done by the advice, conſent, 


. and concurrence of as many as could be obtained, they 


endeavoured to acquaint all in every place of the nation, 
hom they heard owned and adhered to the teſtimony 
azainft tyranny and defection; as left ſtated by the two 
miniſters who had lately ſcaled the ſame with their blood, 
26 the end that ſome. from all theſe reſpective places 


= might conveen at a time and place appointed, for mutu- 

=  gzt unanimous conſultation, deliberation and help, in go- 
| - ang about that affair: and for ſettling a correſpondency 
- ghercafter amongſt them, Thus was the riſe, and this 


gave the occaſion: to the firſt general meeting, which 
from time to time, hath ſince continued to be kept. 
But becauſe theſe meetings have been 10 much talked of, 


and ſpoken againſt, both at home and abroad, and re- 
Preſented as Eraſtian Aſſemblies, treating of church and 


Kate affairs; I ſhall therefore fairly and ingenuoully give 


5 à true relation of all the concluſions * any conſequence) 
| that have been reſolved upon at theſe meetings from the 


firſt of them, to the very laſt (I having acceſs to be pre- 


_Fent at moſt of them, and fo cannot but be judged to 


Have apportuuity to know what was reſolved and con- 


_cluded therein} Though doubtleſs a better order and me- 
_ thod in managing affairs, had been deſireable, and ſome 
things are liable to be miſtaken, as no wonder there was 
not more, conſidering the time's darkneſs and confuſions, 
and the weakneſs of the managers, ſome of whom had 


more zeal than knowledge, more honeſty than-policy, 


. and more ſingle-hearted ſimplicity than prudence; yet 


the unbiaiſed and unprejudiced may diſcover much inge- 
N | | | nuity 


\ 
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nuity, and ſomewhat of the Lord's conduct, _ helping A 
them to n and keep up the teſtimony ad "= 
their RIO W in 8 3 5 
Ix the hy we of thisanderialeiijy Libel enge 
ſome ihort hint of the ſtate of the country overymumc | 
theſe meetings occurred; eſpecially how it was with that * 
perſecuted party at each of theſe times; what perſecution: 
they were meeting with fromi-the-avowed and bloody S 
nemy, and contradiction, oppoſit ion and/reprodeh from} 
perſons, and parties on either Rand, with ſomerief ar- 
count of what contendings and wreſtiing⸗ thoyhad ws 
them, with ſome declining to the leit — by de fectien, 
aud with others upon the right hand running to whwers 
rantable extravagancies; Which in ſome meaſurę wilt , 
help to demonſtrate what gave orraſion and riſe tot 
perlecuted party, to fall upon ſuch” refolutions/in thefe 
meetings, for their own vindication, but eſperially 1 
the vindication of the cauſe by them owned, (from . 
lumnies and reproaches, for keeping 'up the: 

and for preſerving peace and unity among — 
And in the next place I ſhalt give à true relatiom of the - 
rclolutions themſelves which were concluded at cet o 
of the meetings; with what gave the occaſion tg 
one of the ſame: And-alfo ſome account of the elite 
following thereupon, The peruſing of which thou 
may be humbling, ſeeing thereby our low condition may 
be evident, when ſo noble a cauſe hath fach weak ma- 
nagers : yet the ſame will not be unpleaſant to look o- 
ver, for in it may be ſeen; ſome reſolutions fallen upon 
and alſo put in practiec, which might have taken heads 
more wife to contrive, and hands more ſtrong to — t 
form, then. thoſe who were lhe to do * 


44s; | 


Brronz I Wer with this retinioh; x: ſhalt ci ry ; 
few things which I defire may be ſeriouſſy . confidered, 
and ſoberly pondered; pen they may have ſome weight 3 

with the unbiaſſed. 
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ih, Theſe meetings were, ** ee ba the” 4 
United Societies (though it cannot be denied but ſome 
perſons, eſpeclally at the firſt frequenting of them, thro? 
raſhneſs, inconſideration - and ignorante, "vented them- 
ſelves in fome things to the contrary, but the miſcarriag- 
of two or three perſons cannot be juſtiy charged upon 
he whole) neither as civil nor eceleſiaſtic 9 £ 

Ep but 
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hut of the fame nature with particular Chriſtian ſocieties, 
gathered together 3 in their general correſpondencies, in 
the time of extreme perſecution, by mutual advice and 
common conſent, endeavouring jointly to know the ſins 
and duties of the day, that ſo they might be helpful and 
encouraging to one another in concluding what was ne- 
ceffary for their preſervation, and the propagation of the 
teſtimony, according to the word of God, the law of na- 
ture, ant the fundamental ainſtitucions and laudable 
practices of this antient covenanted church and nation of 
Scortaxp, acting jointly and harmoniouſly by way of RC 
e deliberation and admonition. 
Auly, Theſe reſolutions; conſented unto, and agreed 
upon by theſe preſent at the meeting, repreſenting the 
. city or ſocieties they were ſent from, though they nei- 
ther were, nor are looked upon as formal ſtatutes of ei- 
ther civil or eccleſiaſtic judicatories, yet they were under- 
ſtood to be of an obliging force upon all who were con- 
enters, partly by reaſon of the nature of the thing, and 
partly by virtue of their conſent; but no ways obtruding 
_the fame, as extending over the whole land, becauſe 
| from us, tho' there lieth upon them allo a mo- 
25 ral obligation to perform ſuch neceſſary duties. 
dual, At the time when theſe meetings were firſt fre- 
VE, quented, it could not be expected that ſuch order was 
in them as could have been wiſhed, ſeeing the darkneſs 
Aud confuſions of the time were great, and the weakneſs 
pdf thofe preſent at them not ſmall, nor their oppoſition 
from all hk deſpicable ; yet by degrees they after- 
ward attained to a more exact method in managing of 
matters. And though the word Convention, at firſt was 
uſed to diſtingniſh theſe meetings by, and tome refolu- Wl 
tions therein concluded, may at firſt view, ſeem to ſa- Wi 
.... yourofauthority ; ꝓet as the {ame is not to be underſtood Wi 
in that ſenſe, which the ſtrict acceptation of the word 
may import, ſo the Chriſtian charity and brotherly love 
of any not too rigidly cenſorious will cover the ſame, im- 
puting it to weakneſs, ſeeing whenever they came to ſee Wl 
ſuch things, or any other to be wrong or. offenſive, they 4 
FN did forbear them andreform. - Wl 
45, Though the word Preſes was, and may be uſed þ 75 
ſtill, yet that is not to be underſtood of one having au- 
thority, but only of one for order, and . avoiding of con- 
ion in the meeting; and the word Commiſſioner or 
Commiſſioners, yet they are not to be looked upon as per- 
ſons clothed with authority, to > mt judicially in the m2ets 
ing 
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ing they are delegate unto, but only ag perſons repreſen- 
ting the reſpective ſocieties they wert ſent from, that at 


- 


the meeting with their brethren, they might unanimoul- 

ly. conſent and; conclude upon what.was..ineumbent ane 

neceſſary for them; and that When they went home, 

they might acquaint the ſociety Which ſent them, 25 

what paſt at theſe meetinns. = 
5thly, Though thoſe who will be at the pains to.reac 

over this account, may fee famereſolutions;concluded on 

at theſe meetings, which had ſmall ,or no effects follow | 

ing upon the ſame, yet this need not be thought ſtrange, + 


$ - 


if it be conſidered that as. ſometimes diſpenſations may 7 


G 0 0 
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ed fall out, betwixt the falling upon ' the-conclufions, and 
the the performance of what was concluded or reſolved upon, 
** (which at the time of the reſolution Was nat thought us - _ 


pon) that may be the cauſe of counting it expedient to 

alter the ſame ; and the want of ability may hinder the 
performance of what was intended: So the reſdlutions 
complied unto, and agreed upon at theſe meetings, are. 

to be looked upon, not ſo much what they did; as what. 
they were willing to do, in their ſtation, for the advane * _ 
tage of the cauſe, if opportunity, and ability had correls 2 
ponded to their deſire: However they cannot be altoge= ' © © 


re. ther freed from forgetfulneſs and laizneſs, things ng 
Was to them as well as others. T ONS. 
eis Having premiſed theſe things, I ſhall give the rfelatis 
10N on of what I promiſed. @.,, | n 
ter- 5 +" + 7 * * 
of Gn be e 
Was THE firſt of theſe General Meetings was kept uppen 
Au- the 15th of December, 168 1, at the Logan houſe, in the x 
ſa- pariſh of Liſmahagow and ſhire of Clideſdale. Before, 
* or at which time, the condition of the country was la. 
or JE 


mentable, the cruelty and malice of the enemy was come 


love to a great height; they were preſſing conformity to mar = 2 
* miquitous-courſes, and alas ! they were much complieg 


with. Defection was growing, fin was abounding, and 
the love of many was waxing cold, ſnares and temptatis  -. 
ons were increaſing ; and which was ſad, people wanted. 
faithful warning of the fin and danger of the time, for 
miniſters (as if change of diſpenſations could give a diſ- 
charge from indiſpentible duty) were lying'bye-from the | 
public preaching of the goſpel, and did not (as becomes +. - 
watchmen) ſet the trumpet to their mouth,” to gi 4 
eertain ſound of what was duty and what was in, in uch : 
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ume uf giert Ugiget undd exons neceMty : But efpe- 
p Teartered, reproached, perſecuted; 
and de e an habe fad; for upon the one hand 
enemies rage was keen againſt them, fo that they were 
reduced to very great ſtraits, of hiding, chaſing, wan- 
diering, impriſonment and kilhing: 80 upon the other, 
8 7 the want of the faithfully preached goſpel was 3 
youndingto them, the enjoying of which in purity an 
power, would have been retrefhing, encouraging and 
watering to them in their weary wilderneſs condition: 
So the fad reproaches and odious calumnies, particular- 
ly being of Gib's principles, which were caſt upon them 
by many, eſpecially by ſome miniſters and profeſſors, was 
not eaſy to bear. Notwithſtanding of which, and many 
more diſcouragements, the forefaid day and place, A 
meeting did conveen, confiſtng of perſons ſent from ſe- 
veral ſocieties up and down the country, who owned and 
adilered to the Teſtimony of the day. The occafion of 
which meeting, is a little hinted above; in ſhort, it was 
this: To conſider about, and determine upon giving a 
- + Public Teſttmony againſt the wicked acts of the late Par- 
.__» kament, eſpecially that wretched Teſt, and for ſettling a 
Forreſpondence thereafter among all themof one judgment 
in oy niog the teſtimony.-After they were met, and prayer 
ended, it was thought convenient that a certain number 
mould be choſen out of the whole, for the more ſpeedy 
and eaſy reſolving upon what they were met · about; 
which being done, the firſt thing they did, in reference 
to the making of any concluſion, was the reviſing and 
rectifying of an Act and Declaration, (the form whereof . 
being drawn up before) wherein, after they have related 
- how the late deceaſt tyrant, Charles the II. was legally 
caſt off by the Declaration publithed at Sanguhar, they 
give reafons of their revolt from, and diſowning of his 
authority; and in the end they ſhew their adherence to 
the Rutherglen and Sanquhar declarations. So they de- 
clare againſt whatever hath been done by Charles Stuart 
- and his accomplices, in prejudice to our antient laws and 
_  Iexties, in all his ſeveral pretended parliaments ſince 
tie year 1660, and particularly the late parliament hol- 
Adden at Edinburgh, July 28, 1681, by a Commiſſioner 
\ + _ Profeſſedly Popiſh, and for villainy exiled his native 
 _ and, with all the acts therein enacted ; as that abomi- 
' ..  nable, ridieulous, unparalleled, and ſoul-perjuring Teſt, WM 
3 and the reſt; After this was done, the ſame was pub- 
-, - - licly read in the audience of all preſent at the — y 
; | 3 I an 
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Central Meetings: Dee. 15th; 168h vt 
their judgment required of,.andtheir,conſent ſaught un- 
to it, eh was cheerfully. obtained 3 ſa that ĩt us re- 
= {olved that the ſame thould be publiſhed at Lanen, upon = 
che 12th of Jenuary 1682, and ſome horſe and foot 46 
0 the ſame. That which gave the occaſton/to,zhe con» 
fulting and refolying upon the. publiſhing" af this Teſti: - 
mony, is a little mentioned above, andthi doing thereof 


thereof 
in ſuch a public manner was neceſſary, ſeeing t 
they evidenced their zeal forthe cauſe ro Le d 


wicked laws, their fear of partaking of other mens fing 
[eſt they ſhould partake of their judgments alſo; their 
deũre to have the conviction of the heinonſneſs of the ſins 
witneſſed againſtfaſtened pon che confciences of the eon- 
rivers, actors, and compliers with the ſame ; and co caſt 
a fair copy to poſterity, if the like neceſſity calling far 
the fame ſhould. occur ; 4 they had got-many notable | 
inſtances of the like, from their predeceſſors of worthy 
memory. Though what followed upon this ſo neceſlany - 
2 duty, be matter of mourning, yet not in the leaſh (c 
make the lawfulneſs or expediency thereof to be called 
in queſtion. As upon the one hand, when the eruet” _ 
adverſary, angry that there ſhould be any in theę ae 
evidencing their love and loyalty to Chriſt, and ge B-' 
ganſt the wrongs done to him, his caufe and interelt; 
beard of the publiſhing of this Teſtimony, to ſhewithair- 
n ignstion again@h the fame, they cauſed che, G ste, 
magiſtrates of Edinburgh to erect a ſtage at the cron > 
RS and there in their robes, (by the hand of the hangman) 
ſolemnly 0 burn the Declaration publithed-at Lanerk, 
and with it the Solemn League and Covenants upon 
which they ſaid, (in a paper they printed) that the Der 
claration was founded ;- and fined the tom of Lanerk in 
W 6000 Meris, becauſe they did not hinder the publiſh- 
W ing of it, although it was nat in their /power: to do the 


anne. So upon the other, hand, though it made the 
\ 7 
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cauſe owned by the publiſhers more clear to ſome, yet 
Wmany miniſters and profeſſors condemned its even far 
owning the authority of the Tyrant by ſuch à parts 
well as for ſome expreſſions in it, 1 
ac, In our name and authority, &. which were indes 

ot well worded, and unadviſedly put. in, the:defenes of = 
ich was after ward paſt from, as it is to be feed inthe 


Wformatory Vindicatio . or tans” 
4. ſecond thing reſolved upon, was the agreeing uE 
n erding à General Correſpondence hn en,: 
arovgh the whole ſocieties of the nation owning the 

| Tz > Tefti- 
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12 General Meeting, Dec. 15th, 1687. 
Teſtimony, every fourteen days, or at leaſt every month. 
This concluſion was thought very rational and neceffary, 
for the ſpeedy xnowing of one another's minds about a- 
ny matterin agitation among them, and communicating 
their thoughts to one another for counſel and direction, 
how to carry, in and about the fame; and for avoiding 
of confuſion and preſerving of union. And as the deſign 
of agreeing upon this concluſion was very rational, ſo 
what hath followed upon the ſame, hath tended to the 
advantage of the cauſe and encouragement of ifs owners, 
for it hath produced this effect: Where there were ſeve- 
ral ſocieties in a ſhire, they have endeavoured to keep up 
à correſpondence among themſelves by one or two per- 
ſons ſent from every ſociety in the ſhire, to a place, and 
ata time appointed, eſpecially preſently before, and pre- 
ſently after every General Meeting, for Femme Song 
determining matters relative to one or more of the Socie- 
ties in the bounds, and for removing of differences among 
any of them, which was incumbent for them to do in 
their ſtation. Theſe are called ſhire meetings; and 
ſometimes two or three ſhires do fo correſpond: And 
hen the ſhire is large, and many ſocieties in it, they di- 
vide ſuch meetings in two, and meet together but upon 
ſome emergencies more than ordinary: But what things 
cannot be brought to any concluſion therein, and theſe 
matters more public, and which require the advice, con- 
currence and conſent of the whole, were, and are brought 
to the General Meetiug, that there it might be confider- 
ed, and ſome concluſion put thereto, as was proper for 
them to do, according to their ſtation and capacity. And 
this method continues unto this day. gs 
Further, it was concluded that every quarter of a year 
thereafter there ſhould be a General Meeting of perſons 
to be ſent from all the ſocieties in every ſhire, burgh, 
and corner of the nation, where they reſided who owned 
the Teſtimony. To reſolve upon this concluſion, was 
one cauſe of the conveening of their meeting, which was Wl 
looked upon as helpful to propagate the Teſtimony, to 
prei unity among its owners, and to ſtrengthen and 
encourage one another in the way of their duty in that 
dark, ſad and weary day. And though many have been 
pleaſed from ignorance or prejudice to exclaim againſt Ml 
heſe meetings, and conſequently againſt this concluſion 
of the firſt of them, yet what effects the ſame hath pro- 
© © diced,” ahfwerable to the ends of their firſt appointment, 
een. 25 3 | 23 the 
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following account of che fubſcquent- meetings will de- 
mo ieee e LO e 
Likewiſe, it was Eohicib, that nothing ſhould 4 
done by any particular perſon, without the conſent -of 
the ſociety whereof he was a member, in things whereof 
their knowledge and confent was requiſite do be had. 
And alſo, that nothing 1 ſnould be done by any 
or ſocieties in a ſhire, in matters relative to the 5 
and which concerned the whole, without the knowledge 
and conſent of the General Meeting. That which made 
them fall upon this reſolution, was the fears that perſons 
or ſocieties, (having more zeal than knowledge) mi 
run and ruſh upon things at their own hand, doing them 
in name of the bels, and yet without cbeir knowledge 
and conſent, which though even right upon the matter, 
t wanting the concurrence of theſe as much concerned, 
if not more than they, cannot be reckoned their deed : 


4 


And if wrong hoth as to matter and manner, the whole * * - 


would be blamed ; yea the cauſe would ſuffer more r 
proach, ſeeing in a community it is ordinary to ſind ſome 
perſons. raſh and precipitant in meddling: with matters 
yond their ſphere : Efpecially there was ground for 
= this fear, in that confuſed and dark time, for ſeeking to 
prevent which they cannot be juſtly Pied. And as the 
concluſion was, and is rational, and neceſſary for ibn 
end, eſpecially among a community which defires and ga 
figns to do do nothing relative to the public, -andwhkith 
concerns the whole, without the knowledge; concurrence 
and conſent of all theſe concerned; ſo the ſame hath 
proved effectual for keeping of union, excluding of con- 
fuſion, hedging in of petulant ſpirits, and right manag- 
ing of affairs, though ſeveral have been pleaſed to cry 
out againſt it as an impoſition, eſpecially fone who have 
broken' off from them : But as they have explained their 
meaning in other things, ſo alſo in this, as = be feen 
in their Informatory Vindication, P. 46, 47. 1 
Moreover it was concluded, That each ne 
there preſent, ſhould after his return to the ſociety he 
was ſent from, conſult with, and ſeek their advice, if 
they judged it neceſſary, that ſome perſon or perſons 
ſhould be ſent abroad to foreign reformed Sa for 
making known to them the ſad condition of this church, 
and in particular their own low and lamentable caſe; | 
and to come reſolved to the next meeting, as to the way 
and manner of carrying it on. Tho! ſome. effeQts which 
followed * this reſolution, were dicouraging, as ſhall 
be 


— 


ſerved days of faſting and 
giving, by the ſaid ſocieties. And the next general meet- 
ing was appointed to be upon the 15th of March at the 


* 3 . e 15th. 2602. 


be bern hereafter dete made them fall upon it 
was reafonable, for. as this church in general was in Avery 
EA eee u, wounded with di- 
eto be rumed with deſection, and ſa ſtood in 
need; f the help and ſympathy of other churches; ſo in 
Nxtienlar that party being members thereof, their conditi- 
nas not the leaſt deplorable; being ſorely e by 
the ch mon enemy; and ſadiy reproached, wrongfully 
ed, and calumnies caſt upon them by ah of 

their declining brethren; as that they were runni 


an wild extrayagancies, particularly that they were o 855 


principles; which were ſpread not only in this land, but 
Alſo in the neighbouring and foreign churches. There 
Aore to glear themſelves of theſe things, and eſpecially to 
Hadicate the cauſe oned by them, and Alain to obtain 
mg become as aliens to their mother's children) the 
athy of ſtrangers, they judged it expedient that the 
Societies ſhould take it to their conſidera ion, whether it 
were neceſſary to ſend one or more of tlieir number, in 
good repute among them, and in ſome capacity for ma- 
aging ſuch. an undertaking. 
It was alſo reſolved, that the 29th of December, e 
mould be obſerved by all the ſocieties adhering to the 


Teftimony, and united in that Correſpondence, as a day of 


and prayer unto the Lord, that he would be gra- 
_ "conſly pleaſed in mercy, to direct, countenance and bleſs 


the action which was to be gone about upon the 12th of 


anuary, 1682. This action was the publifhing of the 
laration at Lanerk. And that the ſaid 12th of Jan- 


_ nary be obſerved as a day of faſting and prayer by all that 


mould remain at home, in their ſeveral. ſocieties, and 
that the 26th of January, and 19th of February, be ob- 
humiliation, prayer and thank(- 


Prieſt's-hill. 
Having given this account. of the concluſions of this 


meeting with what gave the occaſion to, and followed 
* thereupon : I ſhall next give the relation of this one thing, 


which, though it ſeem ro reflect upon theſe who had a- 
ny hand i in it, yet I could not omit it, feeing it would 


be reckoned dilingenuity in relating the laudable deeds of 
2 perſon or party, not to give ſome account of their miſ- 
carriages alſo: eſpecially theſe which are not only nottour 


e but alſo confeſſed to be ſuch by themſclves ; 


* 
. 
1 
as | 
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26 this was. But becauſe I tudy brevity, ac wl go ann 
W portiatry, 1 hall givec in few words, rede ay aut 
W engagement unto ſecrecy” taken by the memberd of this 
meeting, the import of whieh was, That they /oould u. 
= be Lnow# um any, what chclnfonvapert *veſolord pew 
, e time, but upon the libe muff, Vii) was 
Wt hought neceſſary and expedient at the times leſt tie then 
intended publiſhing of the Deelavation, {hould have bear 
diſcovered, and ſo the action 4; But the ebm 
nuing of it, at che next meeting; and ſo frotn ons ett 
Wing to another, until it was jointly aid fande, was very 
difadvantageous to the cauſe, and per plexing to man of ide 
owners thereof; for ſome of tender conſclendes ferupled 6 


FW AHH TF Ss Tx 


o Mtoacquaint perſons Wer either wanted cleurneſbtatzke cu 
in engagement, or elſe it was thought fit not ctenHdeI it is 
e them) with matters, even when the good of the cauſe 


vas concerned in it, and ſo ft was made à hoh&of inigquis 


le 

it : And others not minding what bonds Werz upon than 

in dy reaſon of the fame, and from an itehing Rauser, 
a- hich is in many to tell things, became guilty -oFpegyaryg 
y being too lax in it. e #178. e 95 3620 ee 
2, 15 | 14 | 15 rr agg: 24 

1X MH After this meeting the caſe of the land was deplorał 

of fad, as it was before it. Enemies went ſtäll on in prets - 


ip ing conformity to their helliſh courſes, getting ready 


ſs compliance thereunto, by the generality of people, and 
of eerſecuting all recuſants with rigour. But eſperially the 


aſe of the witneſſing party was much to be pitied, tor 
pon the one hand, the adverſary after the publiſhing 
of Lanerk Declaration breathed out cruelty and flaughter 
gainſt them, ſome effects of whoſe fury is touched a little 


b- bore. And upon the other hand, inſtead of compaſ- 
{= on and ſympathy, which might have been expected 


ould have been ſhown them in ſuch a ſad junckure, 
any of their covenanted brethren did not only con- 
en ſome words in the declaration, as convention . 


is put alſo the thing itſelf, as coming from ſuch a party, 
dc ho, they then concluded was running upon unwar- 


4 antable and unhappy courſes, and were repreſented _— 
ach, both at home and abroad. Although theſe things 


- 
7 » 
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14 ere wounding and weighty to them, yet they did no- 
of hing abate, but rather kindle their zeal; they were 
f. ore diligent than formerly, in keeping up their meets” 
ur 1 ugs for prayer and conference, and their defire was“ 
s; ore fervent. to promote the Teſtimony, and tranſmit it 
as Pp poſicriiy; for the ſettling of the Correſpondence, 


N 


2 F and 


5 
= 


4 * * 


16 General Meeting, March 15th; 1682. 

and the publiſhing of the Declaration, was a little re- 
viving to them in their bondage, a pledge that the Lord 
would do more for them, and a branch of hope reached 
to them, in that their low condition. But their great 
complaint was che want af the faithfully preached goſpel 
| However, according to the appointment of the laſt Wi 
5 general meeting did conveen at the Prieſt-hill, in the - 
| _ pariſh of Muir-kirk of Kyle, and ſheriffdom of Air, 
| upon the Igth of March 1682. After they were met, 
= and prayer ended, this meeting (but eſpecially afterward, 
| method being attained by degrees, and not at the firſt) 
por order's ſake was thus modelled ; when it was known 
ho were theſe ſent from the ſeveral ſocieties (there be- 
| ing always;more there than ſuch) there was choſen of 
F "theſe fixtecn, and ſometimes. more, to make up which 
1 number; every ſhire chooſed ſome more, and ſome few- 
er, according to the number of ſocieties therein, and WW 
where: there was but one out of a thire, he was a/ways of 
that number. Again out of theſe was choſen a Præſes, 

not that to him was given (neither did they claim) any 
power or authority, over the reſt, but for keeping of or- 
__ , der, and avoiding of confuſion, which was very incident 
among ſuch a company. Sometimes the reſt of the 
Commiſſioners were deſired to go to another place, and 
-Tpend the time in prayer; but what concluſions were re- 
quiſite for them to know and obtaintheir conſeat unto, Ml 
were ſignified to them, that they might acquaint their 
ſocieties therewith when they went home; or if they 
had any ching to object, they might give it in; at other 
times they were preſent, that they might ſee and hear 
what paſt, and ſpeak their mind, when they ſaw it ne- 
ceflary, that ſo they might the better give an account 
thereof when they went home to their ſocieties. 
Next when this was done, there were Tome queſtions WM 
enquired at every one of the ſelected number; ſuch as, 
If they knew the mind of the ſociety they were ſent | 
from? If they did, whether their ſociety owned the 
Teſtimony againſt tyranny and defection ? if they were 
free of ſcandal ? as alſo if any there preſent, knew any of 
< the reſt, chargeable with ſuch things? And if any were 
| found ſo chargeable; they were in all ſobriety deſired to 
withdraw, but not to be offended, ſeeing what they did 
was out of love to them, and for their own exoneration, Ml 
to maniteſt their hatred at the fin, and ſenſe of the juſt- 
neſs of the cenſure to be intlicted for ſuch ſcandals by 
| 5 theſe 


* L * 
K o N Tr, ©, : „ 
* - — *s : * 
A 4 x OS 495 
, * of "Af 
” «5 1 
- 


Genre! Meeting, March 15th, 1684: 1 


Go | cle. yere, competent for the ſame, This method 
d ek Deen Aid los And about two years after this, 
cee queſtions were ritten, which I hall inſert, when 
at WS I come to the time in whieh the fame was done, And 


albeit, hit bath, been exclaimed. againſt by many, n! 
called by ſome cannons; yet the ſame was, and is Hough, 


neceſfary, feeing, at the firſt; beginnin of theſe m ; 
ay ings, and. ſince, .many. people: were ſadly involved, and 
» 


inſnared in the publié ections, en compliances 


, of the time; Which would have been cenfurabla+ | 


tion of the church, aud in this canfuſed and broken 
time, wanting ſuch judicatories ta make application un . 
(however being willing to retain the ſenſe of the juſtneſs 
of the cenſure, which ſhould be inflicted upon the per- 


ch bons guilty of public ſcandal.) Therefore qut of love to 
8 their | brethren, and fear of partaking of other men's 
n | 


ſins, they deſired and endeavoured to have the members 


of they concurred with in theſe meetings, in carrying on, 
es, and managing the Teſtimony in their ſtations, ſo qualifi- 
ny. ed, as they might with comfort and confidence join 
or- with, being of one mind and judgment, as to the wats 
ent 


ter of the Teſtinony, and free of any public ſcandal; o- 
if they kad been chargeable with any, confelled it, Wers 


nd WS ſcnGble of the evil thereof, and willing; to acknowledge g 
re- offence they had given thereby, to ſuch as were compes 
to, tent to take the ſame. This was, nor is not a taking u- 


pon them the trial of ſcandals, or ſcandalous perſons 

bor all the trial which they did, and do judge incumbent 

for them being private perſons in their private capacity 

WE notwithſtanding of the greateſt neceſſity, is not judicial 

and authoritative, but meerly private and popular, for 

information about the caſe and practice of the perſons, 

in order to the regulating of their conſciences in their 

duty and carriage toward them; that fo according to the 

Hudgment of diſcretion, they might be fully perſuaded in 
Wtheir minds, as to what was right and wrong, true or 


alc, and might not remain ſtaggering or doubting, in 


ber duty toward them. 5 
= Theſe queſtions being enquired, and what follayed - 


vere hereupon at an end; then what buſineſs they had te 

1 to cconſult about, and to d:liberate upon, came to he eons 
did ered. The firſt thing done at the meeting, as. like- 

ion, Ui: at ſeveral meetings afterwards, was the reading of 

* be concluſions of the feregoing meeting, and it was en- 

| DY 


uired at every member, 2 he approved of the fame. 
TT IE. At 
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At this meeting they did approve thereof. That which 

| - moved to. this was, that in caſe any particalar Þ » 

or fociety had ſeen ſince the laſt meeting, ground of ob- 

jection againſt any of the reſolutions therein (concluded, 

they might give them in, that fo, after due confiderati- 

on, if it were found neceffary, fuch reſolutions might 

either be altered, or quite laid afide. © of e e 

Next, it was concluded by them, that the hononrable 

Alexander Gordon of Earlſton, attended by John Niſbet, 

ſheuld be commiffionate to foreign nations, to repreſent 

their low caſe to the reformed churches there. And 

that money ſhould be collected and brought into Edin- 

durgh, betwixt and the 4th of April next thereafter, 
4 for helping to defray his expences in that undertaking. 

F The import of his commiſſion was this “ After 

8 « narrating the motives preſſing to ſend him abroad; 

« as the low caſe the church of Scotland was in by per- 

« ſecution ; and that in particular, their cauſe and caſe 

« was ſadly mifreprefented abroad, by the ſubtle dealings 

c of adverſaries, whereas they declared, they neither 

& maintained, nor defired to hold any thing contrary to 

the written word of God, their ancient laws, civil and 

c eccleſiaſtic, and their former work of Reformation, 

« agreeable thereto : They do concredite him faithfully Wi 

bc to inform alt the Proteſtants, to whom he ſhould come 

< (they deſiring to know their caſe, in order to the ſym- 

e pathiſing with them, and holding up their. caſe unto 8 

the Lord, as members of the ſame body, under Jeſus 

« their Head) of their preſent caſe, principles, former 

« and latter proceedings, and that they were (through iſ 

1; © grace) labouring to keep themſelves clean in the way 

' Tf of the Lord, as it had been walked in by their prede- 

& ceſſors, in their carrying on the noble work of Refor- 

© mation, in the ſeveral fteps thereof, from Popery, 

e Prelacy, and Eraſtian ſupremacy. And it is upon 

© theſe heads, their ſufferings were, and are ſtated ; 8 

ve and for the more clear and full knowledge whereof, 

e they recommended them to the information of him 

< whom they had ſent, as being well ſeen in their affairs: 

„ Humbly deſiring, that what information he ſhould 

'0 tc give, 8 be credited: And that what information | 

A « they had gotten, or might get, of their principles, 

| or practices being contrary tothe ſcripture might not be 

believed, the ſame being only falſe afperſions caſt upon 

© them. Concluding with an intreaty to all the lovers 

of Zion, not to flight, but to ponder deeply, the = A 

ER 1 i « cſs 
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40 caſe they, as ja part.of the; Proteſtant Intercſt, ore * 


Y; : « dacted unto.” 1 7 19 * * 8 


This concluſian was in — 2 of one in the Sener | 


Ol 


meeting, that every Commiſſioner there, ſhould ſeek the | 


advice. yl their ſocieties about fending ſome abroad to 
reformed foreign churches, for making known to them 
the ſad caſe of this church. And in a particular manner 
their own low caſe, and to come reſolved about it to this 
meeting, which accordingly was done, and they thought 


the ſending ſome abroad very rational and neceſſary. 8 
at this meeting it was unanimouſly concluded upon; and 


Earlſton as the man of greateſt repute, and beſt qualified. 


among them, was jointly pitched upon. Notwithſtanding 
whereof within a few days after, ſome (eſpecially Andrew 
Young, a man of no deſpicable parts, and one who was 
then Cemingly zealous in promoting the Teſtimony, yea 
and cordial in this concluſion) went to Glaſgow, where 


conſulting with ſome friends, they diſſented from this 
reſolution, alledging, among other things that the per- 


ſon nominate was not fit for managing of # matter f 


ſuch importance. In which diſſentment joyned ſeveral 


ſocieties, refuſing to concurr by collecting money for pro- 
moting it. And the reſt being bent for the fame, it o- 
caſioned no ſmall divifion and contention, both by word 
and writ, But the concluſion was rational, and ſeem- 
ed neceſſary at the time, the reaſons moving to the fal- 
ling upon it, is ſomewhat ſhown above: In thort, it was 
the endeavouring to repreſent the deplorable condition 
of this church, eſpecially, the ſad caſe themſelves was 
redacted unto z and to ſeek the rolling away of reproach- 


es induſtriouſly heaped upon them: and to ſhew the 


| 7 juſtneſs of their cauſe they were contending and ſuffer- 


ing for, that ſo they might obtain that ſympathy abroad, 
which was denied them at home. Howbeit this con- 
clufion was diſſented from and much oppoſed. Yet, 


Farlſtoun, in April, went from this land for London 


vith John Niſbet, where he left him, and went to the | 


Netherlands. 

Likewiſe it was concluded, that the Commiſſianers 
there preſent ſhould acquaint and defire every man of his 
reſpective ſociety, to provide for himſelf fit weapons, in 
caſe there ſhould be any need requiring the ſame. 

The reaſons moving to this reſolution, were the endea- 
vouring to ret and maintain that principle of ſelf- 
defence wher — it was founded, which nature teach» 
es, yet it is contradicted and oppoſed by our unreaſonable 
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-adverfaries, from whoſe unjuſt violence (by whom they 


were killed all the day long, and accounted as ſbeep for 
the ſlaughter) they foaght'by this mean to defend them- 
ſelves, and reſiſt them; not only in their wanderings, 
but alſo when together in their meetings, in caſe they 
mould be aſſaulted by enemies. As alſo that they might 
de in ſome poſture for their on defence, if bloody pa- 
piſts ſhould make a maſſacre, 
Moreover, it was concluded, that although perſons 
having made defection from the way of God, or lying un- 


der public ſcandal, providing they be ſenſible of their fin, | 
and give ſigns of their repentance, may be received into Wi 


of their fin, according to the degree of their offence, and N 


the ſatisfying of the offended, to theſe who are competent 
to receive the fame, This concluſion ſince, hath many 
a time been put in practice; and that which gave the 
"rife to this reſolution, was, Many perſons in the time of 
temptation, and hour and power of darkneſs, having 


made defection, who through grace attained not only 


the ſenſe of the diſhonour done to God thereby, but al- 

ſo of the offence done to their brethren, with whom they 
were willing to be reconciled, by acknowledging their 
offence: And in particular from the ſenſe of the juſtneſs 


of the cauſe owned by the witnefling party, they were 
, -defirous to incorporate themſelves: with them, which 
they did fignify to them; who though they were wil. 


ling to encourage them all they could, in the way of du- Wl 
ty, yet as to joining with them, being guilty of ſuch | 
ſcandals, they knew not well what to do in it, ſo they 
repreſented the caſe to their brethren at this meeting, 
to get their advice, about the ſame; who taking it to 
their ſerious conſideration, reſolved upon this concluſion, 
above mentioned, as the only expedient which they could 


Fall upon, in their cafe, and circumſtances : ſeeing albe- & 


it they wanted miniſters, and were not themſelves com- 
Petent for the trial and removal of ſcandals; yet, that 


duch an engagement ſhould be required and obtained, 


was rational, they thereby declaring the juſtneſs of the 
cenſure to be inflicted, albeit they could not do it. 4 


After this meeting the cruel and bloody enemy went 
on inceſſantly, and unweariedly in their perſecution a- 
gainſt diſſonters, defection increaſed, tentations and ſnares 
-were ſtrawed thick in peoples way, whegeby many did 
fall, were broken and ſnared, and taken ; Faithful and 


: public 


ey abi preaching could not be obtained,” whereby people 
5 i 4871 not only the Uiſcovery of fins and ſnares then 
m- :boinding, and of judgments imminent and lying on, and 
65, Woof wrath impendent and hanging over the land; but al- 
ey co the diſcovery of their proper and. pertinent duty, and 
ht whit Hrael ought to do, in ſuch à day of darkneſs and 
a- sdoomineſs, perplexity and grief, as that was. But in 
particular, the caſe of the witneſſing party was much to 
ms Wl be commiſerate, though they got pity from few; for as 
n- they could not have the benefit of the . by faithful 
in, miniſters, that they could hear of, and have acceſs to, 
to in all the land, againſt whom they had not juſt groumds 
nt of withdrawing, in the preſent circumſtances, which was 
nd to them their greateſt grievance under their heavy prei- 
nt A fares ; fo adverſaries rage againſt them was nothing a- 
ny bated, and the mouths of reproachers opened wide againſt 
He them, and their tongues bended like bows. for lies, but 
of Wl they where not valiant for the truth upon the earth. 
ng Among other things, the diſſentment from the conclu- 
oly con of the laſt meeting about Earlſtoun's going abroad, 
al- was very diſcouraging, and was the occafion of much | 
ey WA contention and diviſion; for theſe who were for the con- 
eir cluſion, were bent for proſecuting it to the utmoſt of 
eſs their power, and theſe who diſſented were as much @« 
ore gainſt it, « There were ſeveral writings paſt between ths 
Ich one and the other: Some in Glaſgow who were chief, 
vile in the diſſentment, wrote to thoſe in Edinburgh, wha 
I- BS were for the concluſion, giving reaſons of their ſo doing, 
ch which was anſwered. And Mr, Yeung, a great ſtickler 
ey for the diſſentment, with moſt of the fociety in Teviot- 
ug, dale wrote alſo to thoſe in Edinburgh; ſo that the de- 
to bate came to no ſmall height, and was like to be the oc- 
on, cation of a greater rent than it produced, if it had not 
uld been timeouſly prevented. | 7-0) | 
he.. £24 | | "=" 
m- Howrvrx, a General Meeting did conveen at Tat. 
hat inn, in the Pariſh of Tweed's-muir, and Sheriffdom of 
ed, 8 1 weedale, upon the 15th of June, 1682. After they 
the were met, and prayer ended, and the meeting modelled 
acter the wonted manner; when the queſtions were go- 
ing through the members, which was ordinary to be en- 
ent quired at them, about themſelves nd theſe they repre- 
a- ſented, their owning the Teſtimony, and being free of 
res a public ſcandal, there fell in confuſions among them; for 
did James Ruſſel, a man of a hot and fiery ſpirit, being one 
nd of thoſe who enquired the ſame, did ſtretch ſome of them 


_ tog 


4 
_ ; 
„ - 
7 
* F * 
N 
* 4 
i 
by, 


: A wg * 9 
* "—-_ 1 PTY) 3% | 5 58 2 ? : 
|; 1 ky « 
=  Crihtrel Metting, June 13th, 1882. 21 ""_ 


6 £4 


* =o 5 * ** " * * * * : 
122 General Meeting, une 15th, 1682. 
too great a length, and added one queſtion which ws 
never enquired either before or affer, nor much at the 
time, which was, I they or their Society were free of pay- 
Ing cuſtoms at Ports or Bridges ? This he enquired at ei- 
ther one or two, which when perceived, it occaſioned 


— 


ſome debate, and 10 was deſiſted from; however this 
queſtion of paying cuſtoms, ® as much toſſed by the ſaid W 
mes Ruſſel and ſome few with him, who not long at. 


ter, made it, among others, a cauſe of N from 


the witneſſing party, by whom it was never ſo far ſtretch- # 
_ ed; for as they did Bad no fault with thoſe that ſcrupled 
to pay it, if they did not impoſe the like upon others; 
fo they that had clearneſs for the ſame, did not wh 1 

| Say Wes them upon that head, if they were free of all 
other things which are ground of withdrawing, though 
they could have wiſhed they had been free of that alſo ; 
ſeeing albeit they counted it one of the grievances and 
miſeries under which they were to groan, as haying ſome 
tendency indirectiy, to the upholding and maintaining W 
of Ser: power, which hath been long exerciſed o- 
ver the conſciences, bodies, and eſtates of the Lord's 
_ people : yet not deſiring to wreathe an inſupportable yoke W 
about their own necks, they looked upon the paying 
thereof to come under another confideration than the 
Ceſs, c. the one being newly laid on, and enacted for 
wicked ends, and employed for unlawful uſes ; and the 
other being an antient thing, and a part, of the town's W 
privileges, and often employed for neceſſary uſes, as hel- 
ping of High-ways, Bridges, &c. Nevertheleſs many of 
them did not make uſe of this argument, not being ac- 
quaint with the way of its firſt laying on, nos what uſe W 
was made of it, but only pleaded the neceſſity of it, con- 
fidering that ſeveral reputed ftraight and honeſt in the 
cauſe, but poor, had no other way to maintain them. 
felves and families, except they went to the market to 
fell ſomething, for which they behoved to pay cuſtom : M 
in that caſe they thought they might as well do it, as 
buy ale and bread, which paid excite, whereby that ty- 


2 


rannical power was upheld indirectly, as well as by the 4 
ather, yet not to be refrained from, ſeeing they could 
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not live without theſe, But to return, as the queſtions W 
were going through the members of the meeting, there 

was a young man of Dumbarton ſhire, found to have 

* Joined with ſome that payed the Ceſs, for which he was 
diebarred from ſitting there; as alſo, another was debar- i 
pes after ſome debate, becauſe of his marrying with 
| = Ar, 
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dle .. Alerander Peden, and joining with ſome that gare 
"pay. Meat and drink to dragoons: But that which occaſioned. 
it ci. Ine hotteſt debate and greateſt confuſion, was about A- 
oned > xinder Gordon, who had joined with Mr. Peden, in 
this Wc cepting the ſacrament of Baptiſm to his child from him, 
ſaid WF hercupon the conteſt aroſe, one part of the meeting 
g af. vying My. Peden might be joined with, and the other 
from ot: So ſeeing the matter was under debate, and could 
tch- Pot be there and then decided, it was thought moſt ex- 
pled Wcdient to ſuſpend Alexander Gordon from the m ja 
ers; til enquiry and trial be made, How it was with Mr. 
rith. eden at the time, and how it was when he joined witle 
}f all im, that thereby it might be the better known how to 
"ugh vroceed therein. And for this effect, James Ruſſel pro- 
o; niſed to ſend one, or come himſelf out of Fife, and to 


ome by Edinburgh, that one might be choſen out of : 


BE othian to go along with him to the Monkland, where 
ning they were to get a third perſon to go along with them to 
d 0. Mr. Peden ; which thing James Ruſſel failed to do, and 
ord's o the enquiry and trial was not made. At length, when 
yoke ey came to ſpeak of the concluſion anent Earlſtouns 
ying eoing abroad, the debate betwixt the one party and hr 
"the other came to be ſo hotly handled, that they parted from 
J for ene another, the one part going to the one part of the! 
the 4 eld, and the other going to another. However, thoſe 
wn's ho adhered to the conclufion, drawing together, for 
bel. oed themſelves into a meetmg, whoſe reſolutions were 
ay of follow: a 


nn the firſt place, they did approve alt that was done 
by the former meeting, and in particular teſtified their 
adherence to all that was done in proſecuting the firſt ap- 
vointment of the ſaid: meeting, *and alſo t heir diſſenting 
8 rom all thoſe who had declined the ſaid appointment, 
nt they ſee their fault therein, which was, firſt, to 
cs, and then to undo, by affenting, and then diſſenting. 
beit this reſolution may appear at firſt view to be raſh 
and precipitant, in that they withdrew from their breth- 


; > en upon ſuch grounds, yet if matters be rightly weighed, 
ould : will ſeem more moderate, though not altsgether jaſ- 
tions iflable. If the time of reſolving upon the ſame be con- 
here ws ſidered, which was immediately upon the back of hot 


cates, when their ſpirits were aloft and unſettled," 
* and the edge of their zeal keen againſt that which they 
adged wrong in them. As alſo the extent thereof, 
Which was not a withdrawing from them in private focie- 
ties 
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ties for prayer and conference, but only in theſe publie 
and general meetings, until they ſaw their fault in that 
diſſentment, and likewiſe the 0 of falling upon it, 
which was, as is mentioned above, the diſſenting from 
the concluſion about Earlftoun's going abroad, and con- 
| tinuing in it ; in xeſolving of which they were joint and 
unanimous, and the ſame was rational, ferme neceſſa- 
ry, and was orderly gone about. | 

That which followed upon this reſotution, ſhall be 
be ſhewn afterwards. 

Next it was concluded by them, that betwixt and the 
24th of that inſtant, every ſociety adhering to them in 
that particular, of proſecuting the firſt appointment of 
the laſt meeting, ſhould bring their quarterly collection 
in to Edinburgh. — This was in order to the helping to 
defray the charges of Earlſtoun when he was abroad : 
vrhich was accordingly done, in ſo far as their Wr 
could each. 

It is here to be noted, that the ſocieties every quarter 
of 3 year, did gather a collection of mon*y, which was 

more and ſometimes leſs, in their reſpective 
bookids, and ſent with their commiſſioner to the Gene- 
ral. Meeting, where it was coutcientiouſly diſtributed, a 
part of it for public uſes, wherein the whole was concer- 
nad, if any ſuch thing called for the fame, or to pri- 
ſoners, of which always there was not few in ſeveral pri- 
| fans; or to indigent perſons in the country, according. 
as their need required. 
/ Likewiſe it was concluded, that the firſt Thurſday a 3 


that inſtant, the third I hurfday of July, and firſt Thurſ- 


day of Auguſt, were to he oblerved for days of public 
faſting, by all the ſocietis in the kingdom, owning the 
Teſtimony 

In fine, when the meeting was near the diſiniſſing, the 
diſſenters from the concluſion, ſent ſome to thoſe who 
were for it, deſiring to have another meeting with them; 
whereupon ſome of either ſide going together, after ſome 
deliberation, condeſcended upon both time and place, 
which was to be upon the 13th * of Auguſt, at . 


burgh- 


As Satan, that grand enemy of the Lord's people, did 
raiſe the fire of diviſion, the flames whereof burnt {o 
high, ſeeking thereby to bring the cauſe under reproach, 
and its owners in n and when the ſame ſhould 
come 
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come to be told in Gath, and publi Men in the reets of Af 
holon, the daughters of the Phils Ar would rejoice, and 
the daughters of the uncircumciſed triumph ; e it, 


he was not wanting, to raiſe the fire of perſecution a< 


gainſt the Whole, thereby ſeeking the deſtroiction of all 


together 3 for immediately intelligence of. their 


together being ſent (as was alledged) by the Curate of 
Tavbeeil rin tothe council at Edinburgh, who  prefents 


ly iſſued out a proclamation againſt them, (who were 


therein ſaiĩd to be Bo perſons) ſtridtlydiſchargmg all per= 


ſc.s from-reſetting, harbouring, or ſupplying them, un- 
der the pain of holden like gui y themſelves; as alſo, 
commanding their Bailiffs, Sheriffs, Sc. to ſearch, take 
and apprehend them, wherever they could be found: 

whereby their caſe was very diſtreſſed, being upon the 


one hand divided among themſalves, and upon the other 


band, not only torely perſecuted by their cruel and bloo- 


dy adverſaries; but alſo, inſtead of Pity,” wy der. 
and reproached, by many of their dechning - 


And however deplorable their caſe was, the py — | 


of the reſt of the land was not much better; {or enemies 
cruel rage and outrageous creelty:reachetl. all thoſe h 


had the confcience or confidence to frand at” a Uiſtmce | 


from compliance with their iniquitous courſes. Head 
neſs and darkneſs not rem! ved,” hut rather growing, oc- 
caſioned much, trough” the want of tlre public and free 
preaching of the Gof, pel, the having of which, in the 
iaddett of times, is a great encouragement, and proves 
comforting and.cort ring, in order to the holding on 
and holding out in duty; 3 yea, . tongh the trials and af- 


fictions attending the g going Wout the lame mould be ma 
nv, and theſe fiery and bloody. 


NovenTher®ss, according to the bee of 
the laſt meeting,” A General Meeting did conyeen at 

Vidinburgb, upon the rth of Auguf, 1682. conſiſtin 
of perſons: who were for, and. alſo fuch as were, again 


the foreſaid concluſion. It might have been expected, g } 25 


that at this time the ſpirits of both parties ſhould have - 


been meek and mild, navi ing ſo much time, calmiy. and OY 
deliberately to think upon matters, and that paſſion. 


ſhould have been guarded againſt, having feen ſo much 
of the bad effects of it formerly. But as confoſigns ang 


diviſions were at the laſt meeting, ſo they were at this; 
„ien was matter of humiliation to behold, and is Roba 
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* of ſorrow to think upon; a part of which was thus oc. 
caſioned: As Mr. James Renwick and James . Ruſſel, 
with ſome others, were coming home from the laſt meet- 
ing, being all for the concluſion which was diſſented 
from; it was judged neceſſary by them, that an anſwer 
ſhould be written to the Letters ſent from Glaſgow by 
ſome of the difſenters ; intending thereby further to 
clear and confirm thoſe who adhered to the concluſion, 
and for convincing and reclaiming thoſe who were againſt 
it, or for rendering the obſtinate more inexcuſable: and 
to do this, Mr. James Renwick and James Ruſſel were 
employed, who undertook to write each of them one, 
and promiſed to meet two or three days before the meet- 
ing, for reviſing each other's papers, and if needful to 
Put them both im one. Accordingly they did meet, and 
read each other's papers; but Mr. James, though he a- 
_ greed with the ſcope and matter of the other's writing, 
yet not with ſome expreſſions in it, ſo it was concluded 
that each ſhould be kept by itſelf. However, upon the 
foreſaid day of meeting, after the commiſſioners had gi- 
ven in their commiſſions, as was uſual, and the preſes 
choſen, Mr. James's paper againſt the diſſentment was 
read, containing an anfwer to the objections of the op- 
ponents, and likewiſe ſome reaſons inducing to foreſaid 
concluſion. But as he was of a meek and tender ſpirit, 
ſo in this paper, tho” the reaſons were ſolid, weighty, and 
ſharp, yet = ſtrain of it was condeſcending and gain- 
ing, whereby there was nothing ſaid againſt it; but 
when. James Ruſſel's (who was of a fiery and hot ſpirit) 
| his paper came to be read, the moſt part of the meeting 
as well thoſe who were for the concluſion as thoſe who 
were againſt it, except two or three, condemned it, as 
having too much bitterneſs, untenderneſs and reflections 
init. But in the time of his and the meeting's conten- 
ding about that paper and other things, an alarm com- 
ing, they parted at that time, and at night met again 
without the town, where after long reaſoning and de- 
bating betwixt the meeting and him, and two with him, 
. wz.. John Henderſon and Patrick Grant, in which the 
heat was not ſmall, nor the confuſions few, upon which 
he and theſe two gave in a written proteſtation (which 
they had drawn up before) to the meeting, intitled, 
The Proteſtation of the Societies of true Preſbyterians 
« in the ſhire of Fife and Perth, againſt diſorderly per- 
“. ſons.“ In which, adhering to foreſaid concluſion " 
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of if any were guilty, they were not to be admitted as 


members of a Convention, (ſo term they the General] 


Meeting) fome of which the meeting did look upon as 
cauſes of withdrawing, and ſome not. | Likewiſe they 


gave in a paper about the names of the days of the week, 


and months of the year, wherein-were ſeveral unſuitable 
and unſavoury, unchriſtian expreſſions; and ſo he and 
his comrades left them, after he had occaſioned ſome 
confuſion, which . otherwiſe might not have fallen out, 
as was evident both at the laſt meeting and this: And af» 
ter he was parted from them he was was not idle; by tak- 
ing trouble to himſelf, he created more to others; for 


he and ſome few with him, feeking to juſtify what they 


had done, were at no ſmall pains to inform, or rather 


miſinform ſeverals about the proceedings at the laſt and 


this meeting, in going through the country, reading his 
papers to fundry men and women, Yet he gained few 
to his party. Yea, he wrote abroad to Earlſtoun, miſ- 
repreſenting the proceedings of this meeting and the laſt, 


whereby he and Mr. Hamilton were in hazard (as-no 


wonder) of being jealous of friends, and their doings at 
home: To know the certainty of which, he ſent here 2 
copy of the information he had got; which when recei- 
ved, was both aſtoniſhing and wounding to look upon. 
Whereupon it was fudged neceſſary for the vindication 


of the caufe, clearing of themfelves, and better infor- 


mation of friends abroad, to ſend one te them who knew 
the whole affair, and was in ſome capacity to inform them 
of every circumſtance relating to it, and expedient for 
them to know. 80 Mr. James Renwick was fixed upon 
as the fitteſt ; who accordingly went, and by his true 
and clear information gained them to a better impreſſion 


of thoſe they were ſomewhat jealous of before; and im- 


mediately came home again. However, as James Ruſe 
ſel after this, much oppoſed the witnefling party by 
word and writ, both at home and abroad; fo in particu- 
lar he oppoſed Mr. Renwick both before and after he 
was a miniſter, againſt whom he alledges, that at this time, 
when he was abroad, he was guilty of perjury in acquain- 
ting Mr. Hamilton with matters, without taking the 
engagement to ſcereſy, which was ſo far given heed to by 
ſome, through his influence, that they made it Wes 
| | D 2 
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the laſt meeting, they proteft againſt admitting * FP” 
fit as members of the meeting, contrary to the coneluſi- 
on of the laſt, and then mention ſeveral things, where- . 
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of their not hearing him preach, until afterwards they 
came to bs better informed, . then they did acknow. 
ledge their fault, But as Mr. Renwick was ſadly miſta- 
ken in other things, ſo alſo in this; for when the en- 
gagement was tendered to Mr. Hamilton, he ſerupled to 
| take the ſame, which when conſidered by Mr. James, 
= be judged it his duty notwithſtanding thereof, not to 
= - keep up matters from him, which if he had done, would 
have tended to the prejudice of the cauſe, and thereby 
he would have made it a bond of iniquity, contrary ta 
the intention of its. firſt impoters, 8 
Howbeit, if Mr, Renwick was wrong in this, James 
Ruſſel was Frſt in the fault, by his acquainting the ſaid 
Mr. Hamilton, with matters before him, without the 
_ ſaid engagement (viz, in his accuſation, and miſinformation 
_ evritten to bim, which is yet extant,) But to return from 
this unpleaſant digreſſion. After James Ruſſel, andthe 
other two were gone, and day light being come, they 
were neceſſitate to part, for fear of danger, Yet that 
fame day they met again within the town, where Alex- 
ander Gordon, and ſome of the diflenters from the/con- 
flufon, above ſpecified; being. preſent, it was jadged new 
ceflary- that ſomething ſhould be done in relation to 
them, 80 concerning Alexander Gordon, ſeeing he 
was ſaſpended from the former meeting upon the ac- 
count of his baptizing his child with Mr Peden, this meet- 
ing upon the account that the enquiry about Mr. Pcden 
was not made; enquired at him, if he, was willing be- 
fore them, to engage to acknowledge his offence, pro- 
viding Mr, Peden, after trial, be ngt faund to have been 
faithful when he joined with him; which he -moſt wil» 
Ungly and chearfully did. And ſo upon this condition, 
he was received in, as a member of the meeting. | 
- Hikewiſe concerning the diſſenters the meeting pro- 
geoded thus, in order to them; aſking if they were 
willihg to acknowledge their offence in what they had 
Qene, which if not, they were not clear to act with them, 
5 To which, the diſſenters faid, that they deſired to hear 
A Earlftoun's letter (which he had ſent home, giving ſome 
account of his progreſs abroad) becauſe poflibly thereby, 
they might be more convinced. of their miftake, and 
clearett in their duty: which the meeting granted. And 
when they had heard the ſame, they acknowledged that 
kac appointment of ſending one abroad was duty: and 
that they were out of their duty in their diſſenting 
— „ from 
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from it, And ſo jointly with the reſt af the meeting, 4 
approved all the concluſions of the.' foregoing meeting, 2 
and ſo approved of the diſſenting from them upon the "4 
account of declining the foreſaid appointment. This wan 
ſatisfying to all the meeting, whereupon they were re 
ceived as members thereof; and in token of the hurial 1 
that diſſentment, it was concluded unanimouſly, that the 
objections of the diſſenters, together with all anfwers 
thereto, ſhopld be deſtroyed, After which, theſe con« 4 
cluſions were jointly by : {red concluded upoͤon © 2 
IV, It was concluded that a call ſhould be fænt to Mr. 
Thomas Douglas, inviting him to come home, and when 
come, if no exceptions be found againſt him, he is to be. 
joined with, but if there be any juſt exceptions, his 
charges are to be paid and himſelf diſmiſſed, The falling 
upon this reſolution, proceeded from their longing to 
have the goſpel freely preached by faithful miniſters, - 
which they had long been deprived of: and to haye that 
foul ſtain, that they would hear no miniſters, which was 
caſt upon them removed, And from a defire in parti- 
cular to have the benefit of his miniſtry, with which, 
they had been privileged before, having heard of his re- | 
maining affection to the cauſe, they judged it theif du- 
ty to write to-him, being at the time in England, in ore 
der to his home coming. Accordingly a letter was writ- 
ten, and ſent, to which he returned an anſwer, giving 
ory reaſons of his not coming which were not very far 
tsrying, --- --:: 51 e 
2dly, Alſo, it was concluded upon the account of dif,  - 
ability to manage the affair, that the honaurable Alexan- 
der Gordon of. Earlſtoun, be defired to ſettle his affairg 
abroad, and to turn his commiſſion into his much hon. 
oured brother Robert Hamilton his hand; yet not to 
leaye matters in confuſion, which may prove diſadvan- 
tageous to the cauſe, by rendering friends ſuſpicious of 
them, but that theſe who know of his errand, and be- 
ing there, may be alfo acquainted with his departure, 
And for that end what time he ſaw fit, was aligned to 
bim to ſettle his affairs abroad, but with all expedition 
m his return home, was injoined upon him. And for 
his more ſpcedy, and better return: It was concluded 
that all the ſocieties ſhould collect money, according to 
their abilities, and bring the ſame timeouſly to their next 
adjacent ſocieties that it might all come into Edinburgh 
betwixt and the laſt af that inſtant. _ 
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＋ | e reaſon of their defir n n N 
couched in the concluſion; n n ” 
taining him abroad. 1 » Wa AC Mal 
taining tum abroad, far ſurmounted their ability, tho 
not their willingneſs. However, havin found ſom 
e f Ver, g Toun ome 
good effects his being there had produced, they faw it 
neceſſary that his place ſhould not be left empty, ſo they 
- condeſcended. upon Mr, Hamilton to ſupply the ſame, 
Into whoſe hands they ſhould turn his commiſſion. Yet 
fearing leſt friends abroad among whom he had been 
| converſant, might become thereby ſuſpicious of them, 
that he ſhould *h them therewith, but affix. 
ing him no time for his return, though their deſire was, 
that he ſhould haſten it. Albeit this was ſignified to 
him preſently after the meeting, yet he did not return 
until the ſpring. 8 3 
- _ Likewiſe it was concluded, that none thereafter ſhould 
be admitted as Commiſſioners without written commiſſi- 
ons, that ſo order may be kept, and counterfeits diſco- 
vered. This was only that order might be obſerved, 
and for diſcoyering any cheats or counterfeits, in caſe 
any ſuch ſhould endeavour to creep in among them, to 
get notice of what they were about. 5 
As likewiſe it was concluded, that whatever is, hath 
been, or may be concluded by the General Meeting, may 
not be diſſented from, but theſe who have any thing to 
object, let them come to the next meeting, and give in 
their reaſons, that they may cognofce upon them, and 
determine as they may be found relevant. This was not, 
but that their concluſions might not be diſſented from, 
not looking upon them as unalterable ſtatutes; but their 
meaning and deſire was, that off-hand, they thould not 
be declined (eſpecially by theſe who had been unanimous 
in making the ſame) in the interyal between the meet- 
ing they were reſolved at, and the other following, hav- 
ing before their eyes the fad effects which the diſſenting 
from the concluſion about Earlſtoun's going abroad, had 
produced, And fo for preventing the like in time com- 
ing, and ont of love to have union preſerved among 
them, they judged it neceſſary that in caſe any fhould 
come afterward to find ground of objections againſt any 
of the concluſions reſolved upon at the preſent meeting, 
they had free liberty to give them in at the next, that fo 
after conſultation, and deliberation about the ſame, the 
concluſion might ſtand, be altered, or altogether laid a- 
ſide, as the objections were found groundleſs, or relevant. 
A __ Moreover 
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Moreover, it was concluded that every ſociety ſhould = 
bring the names of their places, and the names of the 
places of their next adjacent ſocieties, to the next G- 
neral Meeting, that ſo a way may be fallen upon, which 
hitherto was neglected, to keep with their ſaid next ad- 
jacent ſociety, a Chriſtian fellowſhip in prayer, accord- 
ing to the ſecond concluſion of the firſt General Meeting 
which met at the Logan-houſe upon the 15th of Decem- 
ber, 1681. Font Qs PD 

Though little or no effects followed upon this conclu- 
ſion, according to the method laid down in it: yet that 
which was very advantageous to the cauſe and proved 
ſtrengthening to the hands of the owners thereof, was 
the reſult, 'viz.. the ſettling, and keeping a Correſpon- 
dence of ſome ſocieties together, which is commonly 
called Shire-Meetings, the manner. of which is a little 
deſcribed above. 2 a . 

Laftly, It was concluded that the laſt Thurſday of that 
inſtant, the laſt Thurſday of September, and the ſecond _ 
Thurſday of October, were to be obſerved as days of 
faſting and prayer, by all the focieties: and the next 
General Meeting was appointed to meet at Darmade, u- 
pon the 2d of November, which day, was to be kept a 
day of faſting and prayer by all remaining at home. 

1 | 


As before this meeting, ſo after it, the caſe of the 
country was ſad: the enemies deſire, not only to kill the 
body, but alſo to wound the conſciences of people, was in- 
fatiable, whereby the land was defiled. They went ſtil 
on preſſing conformity with their wicked courſes z eſpe- 
cially that wretched Tef was much impoſed upon the 
conſciences of many, and much yielded unto : and com- 
pliance with abjured Prelacy, was much endeavoured, 
and (alas! much obtained) the recuſants imprifoned, 
fined, or otherwiſe dealt with as theſe enemies ſaw fit. 
But in a ſpecial manner, the condition of the United So- 
cieties was very much diſtreſſed, having a potent and 
powerful enemy to wreſtle with, whoſe malice was cruel 
and keen, againſt them: But that would have been more 
ealily borne, if they had wanted contendings with ſeveral 
of their dear brethren, both upon the one hand, and 
the other, which they could not get evited, unleſs they 
had ſhown the want of love to them by. ſuffering ſin u- 
pon them, in not witneſſing againſt it! Before, they had 
but one party to deal with, and theſe all on the left hand, 
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1 * 272 Mx; William Brackel's Letter, to the 
F going on in declining courſes, from formerly ſworn unto 
Principles: nom, they had another to contend againſt on 
the right hand-, running into exceſſes of zeal, beyond 
its due boun 3 fo that betwixt the two they were 
at no mall trouble. James Ruſſel after his ſeparation 
_-ronvthem, at the laſt meeting, laid out himſelf. greatly, 
-with a few: ethers, to miſrepreſent the Sacietiet, both by 

arord/and writing, at home. and abroad, which was matter 
of diſcouragement, and grief. | 

However in the midſt of theſe perplexities they were 
grappling with, they wanted not ſome matter of encou- + 
rragement, and ground of hope. Though they wanted 
the ſympathy of many at home, whole concernedneſs 
wich them in their low condition might have been ex- 
pected; yet the Lord whoſe tender mercies fail not, ſtix- 


zet.up ſome abroad, to pity amd ſympathize with them 
in their wilderneſs ſtate. 


* "rails. Miiliiac Vrake?, x failhfuliand-godly miniſter of 


ithe church of Leeeuarden in Frieztand, through the in- 
Hormation:of Eariſtoun, but more efpecially of Robert Ha- 
milton, (one who hath various ways declared much con- 
- -cernedneſs with, and laid out himſelf not a little for the 
enconragement af the ſuffering remnant) this miniſter 
highly approved of the cauſe owned, and ſuffered for, 
by the United Societies, as being the Lords cauſe: and 
chewed much ſympathy with them in their diſtreſs; as 
maylbe evident in a letter written by him to them, very 
Anitable and pertment to a people warfaring under the 
crufs. Which letter, becauſe it was fo much ſpoken of 
afterward, andto:let the tender ſympathy of that worthy 
- mimiſter with the afiicted be ſeen, for which he will not 
ant his reward: And that the ſame may tend to his 
commentation, aithough ſince, by the miſinformation 
af fume Scots miniſters in Roterdam, and others, too 
much given heed unto by him, he hath altered his mind, 
I hall inſert here a true copy of it in Engliſh into which 
language it was fai ithfully tranſlated out of che val in 
N Was originally: written. 
Ta or Father: and Brethren hats are under the perf Vecu— 
tion, in the Church f Scotland. 


\ Ar THOUGH I do not eſteem my gifts ſo great as to 
write to you who are fo eminently taught of the Holy 
Spirit; yet I cannot keep filent from ſhewing you, that 
my foul is kun to yours, which ſometimes uſes to be 3 
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comfort tothe eitel, to Vn, bs, ber e is. beer 
burdens with them. r 
Whether 1 Mall "wee for Mank e * 


ction, grief wauld prevaf; but when T confüft with 
reaſon, joy aboumds; beeauſe 1 heartily eiibrace che 
cauſe of this, although joined with the 'catiſe bF thie o- 
ther; and I would not Wiſſi the cauſe of that taken away, . 
with any difadvantage to this. 


I call to mind the fad things you are mecting Wirkt; 
when I conſider how you are een of all che x 
things and means of life, that you are rage em 
and night in che open air, without 

ſun's heat, rain or cold, (how do you on lde 24 ſurely God 
feeds you from heaven) 'when your embrace che ED 
for a bed, having the heavens, or it 

ſnow for a covering; when I confider hat it is to 

the little ones (it may be) weeping for 8 amd co 


fider what it is to be always farrounded Wik 


ſlaughter z what brother? what Chriftian ? yea, what 


unbiafſed man can think on theſe wee a but wich er 
ceſs of grief ? 


venly abounding blefſings, the great abundance bf the'Jpi- 


the ardent love to God and your neighbpnr,* the chews. 
ful martyrdom ſor the name of Jeſus, the Hotneſs" of 
life, Ge. which God your father has in à more àbundant 
manner beſtowed on you than any church f the world 
in theſe tires. I call to mind, that God is pre- 
terving you as a remmant of ame dent a moſt Acurifing 
church, and calling you as the firſt fruits, yea,'T lay, 
the firſt fruits of a church ſhortly; yea, I ſay, Mort 
to be raiſed up: When I fee our Lord and Matter Jefus 
Chriſt, the only head of his church, Rortned fu your 
miraclons preſervation, and encompulſing 1 you as with a 
| wall of fire round about, calling you either living or dy- 


in, and fetting you forth, and preſerving you to all, ei- 


e for to give a teſtimony for kintfelf. 1 faz u hen 
E a Lie- 


fladneſs, is to me a great doubt. H gave to f- 


My Heart is not u little wounded with ſyrapathy, Sh -- 


and carmat get wherewith to warm them; e 
and to hear ſometimes of th the huſband, ſometimes of the - 


father or mother, wife, ſon or daughter to be taken 26 
execution, and all the day to be as lambs alloted to the 


But, upon the other hand, whin 1 conſid che pet | 
rit, and fpiritual joy, the deniedneſs to all worldty things, | 


ther godly or ungodly, who are lufking in quiet here and 


«a 


"Me: _ iow Arche 4 e to the 


Lferioully ap nder theſe things, bos cen lde Gd? was: 
| mot vg I ſay,” I glory to the Lord? what ſhall I do, but 

willingly approve of his moſt holygand wiſe govern- 
ment of his houſehold, who follows you with a greater 
and more infinite and eternal love and good will than I 
can expreſs ; ſhould I ſetm to repine by wiſhing a change, 
and fo diſapproving of his diſpenſations? nay, the molt 
holy and merciful God. does all things well. 

"Buy what ſhall I ſay unto you, my dear brethren ? 1 
approve of your careful and mutual correſpondence with 
one another, and all the churches; I approve. of your 
ſtrict diſcipline, both as to the private life of every mem- 

ber, and alſo as to your ſeparation from theſe 72 elling 

in pride Biſhops and their adherents. And likewiſe I 
approve of your ſeparation from theſe who have accepted 
the indulgence from the civil magiſtrate, and ſo have ac- 
knowledged a foreign and extraneous power in the 
church, and introduced it into the church againſt the 
ſole. government of our only King Jeſus Chriſt, which 
hath proven the deſtruction of the 4 and the great- 
eſt hinderance to its reſtoration. I approve alſo of your 
Teparation from the frighted and fearing, though other- 
wiſe pious men, and theſe who are inclining to the in- 
dulged fide, loving a ſhort bodily eaſe, though with a 
check of conſcience ; who de ier themſelves of all that 
open boldneſs they ought to have, and entrap themſelves 
in inextricable fnares, not conſidering how great hurt | 
they do to the church. O how much rather is it to be 
choſen to die a noble and Chriſt-glorifying death, and 
to obtain the crown of martyrdom, or to endure all forts 
of injuries and oppreſſions in the;defarts and mountains, 
than to enjoy the the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, for what 
Kater Lath ri 5 7 455 7 _ 4 a 

Go on therefore, dear brethren, as ye have begun; 3 

"Cine out from as them, faith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing ; Then ſhall I receive you, 3 be to you a 
father, and ye all be unto me as 2 and daughters, faith 
the Lord af gte. Let not the devil and his inſtruments 
and followers fright you, who is come unto you full of 
great wrath, becauſe he knows his time is but ſhort, for 

the God of peace ſhall bruiſe him under your feet. : 

Let not the cruelty nor fubtilty of enemies, nor hun- 

er, nor cold, nor the priſon, nor a gallows, nor the 
word, fear you: none of theſe things ſhall ſeparate you fo mn 
| the love US Godly. Yea, your hight Midlion, which is but 
8 5 ; 2 | Ver 


.. = HW" 2 }  XJ=: Mc. + TI” A JAS on PTE. RE MACS... 


_ g 


2 
* Mo LA 
4 K | 


viour's be in your mind, He that tales not up his croſs and 


follows me, is not * of me, He that finds' his life b, 


is life for my ſake ſhall find it, 
Neither let your peace entice you to comply with thofe, 


hoſe it, but - he that loſet 


who, although they be godly men, yet they live only 
for themſelves, and not for the good of the church; nay 


rather for its hurt. O how pleaſant and noble a thin 


is it to lay the foundation of a more pure church, to make 
a way by which King Jeſus ſhall enter to reſtore his 


church in Scotland. O! how profitable will it be to af- 


ter generations to have you for a good example to follow? 


and that they can ſay of you, ſo and fo did our forefa- 


thers, ſuch and ſuch things ſuffered they in 5 
ſuch a caſe; they behaved themſelves ſo and . ſo, 

what exceſs of joy ſhall they have, who (after the perſe- 
cutions are over) ſhall ſee the people of God in peace glo- 
rifying him? How ſhall they then be confounded Wh 


are ſitting ſilent, frighted, aud deſerting the cauſe and 
people of God? How ſhall they then come trembling an 


confeſſing their faults to you? and theſe who are now 


perſecuting you, how ſhall they bluſh and be aſhamed ? 


Let me ſpeak to you in the words of Iſaiah, Hear yr the 


' avord of the Lord, ye that tremble at bis word, you bre- 


thren that hated you, that caſt you out for my name's ſabe, 
ſaid, Let the Lord be glorified ; but he ſhall appear io our 


joy, and they ſpall abe aſhamed, Then 1a ys the Palais, * 


N A 
* "4 
2 , 


The righteous ſhall rejoice when he ſeeth vengeance : be ail 


waſh his feet in the blood of the avicked, So that a mah 5 


ſay, verily there is a reward for the righteous, verily there 


ia God to judge the earth, Seeing it is a righteous thing” 


with God to recompence tribulation-to them that trouble you 3 
but to you wwho axe troubled, ret. ee 84. 3d 

Therefore my brethren, - watch, ſtand faſt in the 
faith, quit yourſelves like men, be ſtrong, and God will 
ſtrengthen your ſoul. All ye that hope in him, be ye 
ſtable, unmoved, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. Hold faſt that you have, let no man take your crotun: 
Be ye faitoful unto the death, and Gd ball give you crown 
of life. For the rod of the wicked fhall not reft. alauays u- 
Pon the lot of the righteous. i 1 150 Ok BED 
' Farewel, Reverend Fathers, dear brothers and ſiſters 3 


the Lord enlighten you with the light gf his cg WHEnances. , 


aud grant you to taſte of his all- ſufficiencys a 
L. 2 "= Il 
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for a moment; worketh for you a far more ercerding and e-. 
ke weight of glory. Let always that ſayinf of our Sas 
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356 - Mr. Robert Hamilton, Letter 
Lin the faith, that ye may always behold: theſe things 
that are. uwifible, and live by them; and that he may 
All you. with the ſpirit of joy ang gladneſa, and that he 
ma cherifh you in the hope of the life to come, and 
Endtie you more and more, that ye may do all things in 
his ſight, in faith, as the Sons of God through Chriſt 
Jeſus, in love, in fear, in obedience, with chearfulneſs, 
wiſdom, patience and conſtancy. | | 


* 
* 
* 


he Lord be your ſun and ſhield, and rock of habi. 
tat iam yea, all in all to you, both in time ani! throughs 
out all eternity; m— thall thew you our 
mind in the reſt, Be mindfal of me in your prayers, 
that the Almighty may give me a greater meaſure of his 
Spirit, for comfort, holineſs and faithfulneſs in my 
work, and fitneſs to go about it, The Lord be with you. 
I greet ygu with the right hand of fellowſhi p. 


WILLIAM BRACKEL. 


2 # 66 


lows. : 


r | AUGUST 22d, 1682. 
F'OU may let me know if you received my laſt. It 
may be we ſhall not have many occaſions to write, 
for the execution - day of the Lord ſeems to approach, not 
only upon Scotland, but upon the whole churches; | 
that becaufe of the contempt of the pfecious goſpel, and 
the „ Indifferency, formality andunconeernednefs 
of the profeſſors thereof, The day is coming, wherein 
al that bear a name of godlineſs ſhall be tried. O my 
friends, the day is coming, wherein the people of God 
ral be put to that bleſſed neceſſity, to have no where ta 
Laelier themſelves, but under — Cds of the Alpigh= 
ty. O happy theſe, who. have been or ſhall be in any 
meaſure: helped to be faithful; who ſhall get their fouls 
ſor a prey. I doubt not but ſome ſhall be witneſſes both 
of the Lord's glorious coming, and of his ftriking thro? 
kings, and: breaking down of kingdoms, drying up of 
Tiers, purging and cleaning of his houſe, and _ 
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of his teat to reign and rule as à free king” in kis d 
houſe 3 but O! who is the mam that” ſhall abide tbr 
day of his coming? Ftrow, it wilt be hard to determine: 
Yet J cannot but believe and hope, that poor 
Seotland's muſter in that day, ſhalt come ſhort of 0 
land in the world, which has been honoured above al 
 othiers to hear the ſtandard with this glorious metto, 
CHRIST JESUS, not only King of the Jews, but 
KING OF KINGS and LORD OP LORDS, Zion's 
King, without/competitor.' © 7 7 7 een 
And, my dear Friends, that the Lord's way may be 
the more remembered, F think it might be of great ad- 
vantage to lay it upon every ſociety to keep a regiſter, not 
only of the Lord's glorions way of dealing with His peo 
ple, in hiding, delivering, conducting them, Se.; but 
alſo his method withithe enemies of all forts 5—to fet 
down what and when ſuch a family or perſon did againſt 
the Lord, his work, or any of his people; and then to 
ſee them in their families, in their children, and in 
their deaths. If this be gone about, I can affure you, 
that not only the preſent generation, but the generati- 
ons to come ſhall profit thereby. For this long time, 
and now more than ever, the Lord has been making'up 
the want of faithfulneſs in miniſters, by preaching with 
terrible things in righteouſneſs, and that not only by R 
legible, judgments on the families, perſons, and deaths - 
of the open enemies; but more eſpecially upon the per 
ſons, families and deaths of lukewarm, apoſtate proſeſ- 
fors. When I was in that land, I travelled ſomewhat 
in that work to great advantage; there are few or none 
you ſhall find of fuch, but either they died miſerably, or 
are living ſo; either without children, or poſſeſſed with 
devils, madneſs, fools, whoremongers, c. As ak 
fo, I think if the Lord had not a mind to return te dur 
land, he would not have been at pains to have written 
ſuch large hiſtories of his wrath upon families and per- 
ſons as he has done, which if he returned not again; 
ſhould all be buried: neither would he have received fuck 
a burnt- offering at Scotland's hands, as the heads, hands 
and eſtates of ſo many of his moſt precious children. "OF 
this J need ſay no more. | in“ 

It might alſo - be. thought upon, if it were not 
fit to have the fitteſt perſons choſen” out for tatechi. 
zung, which is a duty fo neceſſary this day; Tam fure as 
neceſſary as any I know, I hope when our nerceſfities are 
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ſo great, that none will ſcruple to ne it, provid. 
ing they find themſelves able. 
O go on, go on, he is faithful who hath ſaid it, it 
Hall be well with the righteous. And is it not ſome- 
what promiſing this day, that the Lord is helping ſome 
toe keep foot- ſide with the brethren at home, not only 
in our firſt Teſtimony againſt M. M—— 4, but in the 
late endeavours ;' and ſeems not only to fayour us, but 
to accept of them at our hands ? It is obſervable, our 
moving and yours was not only one way, but at one 
time, notwithſtanding the diſtance, and ignorance of 
one another's moving; for though there have been ſome 
in that land, who not only for themſelves, but in name 
of country-lides have written to me, as Lam informed by 
my brother; yet ſince I left that land, I have received 
few letters from any, and I judge none concerning the 
public. What has been in it, I {hall not fay, though for 
mine own part I have been made to leis the Lord for it, 
hoi in that trial, as in others, learned me to draw near- 
er and nearer to himſelf, and to rejoice in his favour, 
love and unchangeableneſs, yea, under the ſhadow of 
His wings. And O unſpeakable love | who in any mea- 
Jure has kept us in his hand; for fince I ſaw vou, I have 
been threatened to be ſtarved out of my. judgment, or 
conſcience, and to be bribed out of it with the offers of 
Honour and referment, O praiſes, praiſes to him for 
Ris goodneſs F 
O dear Friends, let us fall down before the Lord, and 

adore him, who after all our ſeveral -trials has not only 
brought us to be one in mind and judgment, but alſo 
employed about the ſame thing ; O for grace, for grace 
to be kept in his hand. When I was as a dead man, he 
called. me out from all my acquaintances into a ſtrange 
land. A ftranger to their humour, to their language, 
to their perſons, poor and empty, yet he led me out, I 
not knowing whither I was going, he put work in my 
hands, made friends for me, and is now carrying en his 
| work. O bleſs, bleſs the Lord? and pray that it may 
forward, I muſt ſay to the commendation of the | 
goodneſs of God, that thou gh when I came here, (as 
afterward they declared they — ouly hated our nation, 
Hut our cauſe. But O what a change, in ſuch a time] for 
the Lord (after that they were engaged to mind our church 
publicly, and to pit weekly and monthly meteings for 
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0 My. Jamer Renwick. © 39 
the ſame) gave: hem an opportunitꝝ for a puhlic teſtimony, : 
ſtating it the ſame with our own, after he had let them (in 
much prayer and wreſtling, day and night) find the {weet- : 
neſs of that way, he gave them the victory to the wonderof 
themſelves and on- lookers, and to the aſtoniſhment and 
conviction of their adverſaries, which, not only has en- 
couraged the godly te public teſtifying, but endeared 
them {o to our church and cauſe, that they cannot hear 
it ſpoken of, but they are at the melting down with 
tears. But having ſpoken of this in my laſt, I need ſpeak 
no more of it, only let it ſtir up all ranks to thankful- 
beſs, tenderneſs, more holy zeal and forwardneſs. 
Amongſt many other overtures my brother ſhewed- 
me from you, that of having our youth educated for a: | 
new nurſery of miniſters, did not a little aſtoniſh me, it 
being of a long time both my great work and exerciſe: . | 
here, and I propoſed it, and the Lord had made it ac- 
ceptable at the very firſt moving of it, ſo that I was de- 
ſigned to have written it to you long ſince; had not the 
weight of it ſo preſſed me for ſome days, tying me to my 
chamber. et $4 log l A2. = L 
O dear Friends, lay it to heart, perſons, and families, 
and ſocieties, every laſs and lad, by faſting and prayer, 
{ce how the Lord ſeems to paſs by the miniſters of Scot- 
. land, pitching upon ſtrangers, who nat only offer their 
N ſer vice, but are willing to lay down their lives for the re- 
building of that once ſo glorious and beautiful work, and 
to be at the coſt and charges of educating our youth, - 
whereby they may be fitted for the ſervice of the houſe 
of our God, aad to ordain ſuch as ſhall be judged fit for 
the great, O great work of the miniſtry. _ D 
Worthy and dear Friends, as this would be gone | 
bout with, much faſting and prayer, ſo, fot the Lord's 
. fake, let none be choſen for this end, but fu V 
have given evidence of their REAL PIEKTT, HOESNEKSS, 
and TENDERNESS: And O let none, as ieee | 
not be made monuments of the Lord's anger and 1 W- w J if 
in an extraordinary way; venture upon it uncalled. Let 
them read Ifaiah's and Jeremiah's call, and Titus i. 7, 


r , d 58 
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the plagues, the plagues that may be ſeen on our 
miniſters this day, yea on ſuch as were once as bright 
ſtars in our horizon, may be a terror to all poſterity to 
venture lightly on ſo great a work. Let not the want of 
learning ſtartle any, where the main thing is really _ 
an 
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N it Has not been the want Of learning, 
2 of grace, Holy zeal, ant courage, that has ſo brought 
us among the feet of our adverſaries, and kindled the 
Wrath of the Lord fo hot againft us. O then, upon all 
hands, let it be gone about with much faſting and prayer, 
as being the ordinary and appointed way to know the 
Lord's will, and to * ſittod for going about it, and ma- 


Wente fe friends,” to me this matter hath been PO 
| as amongſt the greateſt concernments yet in 
band; as a mean that may be eminently for recovery from 
the dead, or of giving us the foreſt blow that ever we 
vet had. O! a down pouring of the Spirit in his ful- 
neſs, be your allowance, both for your encouragement 
in your managing of it, and for a token of our Maſter's 
zpprobation of the work. 

And O forget not to mind poor Proidlend; and in 
particeftar the werk begun here, let the godly here, lie 
near to your Hearts and prayers before the throne, for 
that church, I dare ſay, is dearer to them than their 
- Hives. Mind alſo worthy Mr. Brackel, who has now 
written to you: it is he whom the Lord is honouring 
here, and hath honoured to give 2 great teſtimony, of 
which L gabe you an account in my lat. And O for the 
Lorcłs fake mind worthleſs, worthleſs me,. who am as a 
dead man, of a long time, ſeparate from my brethern, 
and ſhot at, yea bitterly ſhot at, by all ranks of off-fallers 
from the cauſe of God. I will tell, I muſt tell you, I 
have found my Lord, urichangeable, in every eſtate the 
fame, ay the ſame up mak ing, and more than up mak- 
ing portion; ſweet and eaſy is his crofs; Icannot get him 

ended: O his love is lovely, yea lovlineſs itſelf: 

O if he were kent, whoſe mercy endureth for ever! O 
ſeek him to our land, to our mother, and to ourſelves, 
that His kingdom may come, and his will be done on 
- earth, 2s it is in heaven. O let him do with us as he 
will, chat he would but come as in the days of old; yea, 
and forever bleſſed be his name for what J have already 
ſeen and heard, both ef ect Scotland, and poor Freiz- 
land. O let us not envy that he is enlarging his tents and 
ſetting up in other places; his preſence is more tham able 
to fill heaven and earth; there is no fear that he want 
pleniſhing where he comes. Let him conquer, let him 
conquer, until he has ſtretched his conqueſt from one 
end of the carth to the other, in breagth and * 
323 2255 | £01. a 
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and length, and have made 2 faotſtool of all big ene» 
mien, 1 f ett te 32-54 08 e e 
Dear and warthy Brethren, Ewillnot further trouble 
you, expecting that my brother ſhall write unte t - | 
only this, J add, that as for the number of thoſe that 
come in order to the miniſtry, it is condeſcended upon, 
that four or five come at firſt, and they are to ſtay by 
Mr. Brackel, or elſe in ſome College here in the winter, 
and then receive ordination in the ipring; for once hav- | 
ing ſo many, more might be condeſcended upon, ache 
Lord gave elearneſs. The Lord himſelf direct and guide 
you through all the parts of it, that he be not further 
provoked. The Lord be with you all, and ſend 4 
joyful; mectiig g *** 


CCCCCCCC Burr DAE Yr - - 
Mr. Renavicb in his third Letter (as it ſtands; in the 
printed volume) Hatli reſpect to this and ſome other 
Letters received from Mr. Hamilton, in which he ſhews 
his ſenſe of the weightineſs of that affair; but it appear- 4 
ed ſadly afterward; that others of them took. too little "v.12 
notice. ofthis Lee.. nb irmuty cio 3 
After the Letter from Mr: Brackel was ſpread abroad 
among the ſocieties, coming at ſuch a time, and con- 
taining ſuch things ſuiting their caſe, and being ſent not 
only from a ſtranger, but a faithful godly miniſter, the 
ſame proved hand- ſtrengthening and heart-contorting © 
and confirming to them, to proſecute that noble teſti» 
mony in their ſtation and capacity which they had put 
their hand unto. And to evidence the grateful ſenſe of 

the favour received by his Letter, they wrote. to him. 
Moreover, after this meeting, Earlſtoun wrote home, 
giving an account, that there was a door _—_ 
for teaching young men at an univerſity; a beneſit h 

could not be rightly gotten at home, which was obtained 

by the means of the {aid Mr. William Brackel; though - 
Mr. Hamilton and Earlſtoun were not wanting to do 
what they could in it alſo. So he deſired there might 

be ſome young men preſently ſent over, in order to the 
following of their ſtudies there, where afterward tbey 
might come to get the benefit of ordination, when fit 

for the ſame; which letter when received was very re- 
freſhing and encouraging, ſeeing thereby their deplo= = 
rable caſe was not only mae ſtrangers, but the lere 
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of genting/the-benefit of the goſpel again, was A little re. 


vived. So by ſome who received it, with conſent af 
others, it was judged expedient (ſeeing the contents of 
the detter could net be anfwened without the confent of 
friends) to acquaint” the Societies, upon the account of 
the getting that buſineſs. ſoon diſpatched, to meet ſooner 
than the time appointed by the laſt meeting, Where 
upon the time and plate was appointed to be at Edinburgh, 
upon the Eleventh of Ocraber, and OE. focicties to be 

| . therewith- | 


"Avconmexc to which: appointment, A General 
Masziag did coaveen at the time and place above-men- 
tioned; where, after theſe repreſenting the reſpective 
focieties had given in their commiflions, and the Præſes 
choſen, he enquired, in order to the knowing that none 
were there who were guilty of ſeandal, if any perſon had 
ought to object againſt any preſent: At which Tome roſe 
up, and fald that Andrew Young who was there repre- 
ſenting the ſociety of Teuiotdale had revealed that which 
he was engaged not to difcover; which thing he denied. 
e r his telling to ſome, not concerned; wf ſome 
rſons who were prefent at the publiſhing of the Lanerk 
— ; As alſo, that he had heard Mr. Fobn Her- 
bun, againſt whom there were reafons of withdrawing; 
which the faid Andrew Young granted he did, and yet 
eſblsed to go on in the fame. After long and hot de- 
bating and jangling betwixt him and ſeverals of the mee- 
king, it was at laſt concluded by them, that the ſaid An- 
Are w Loung fhould be ſuſyended from fitting there, up- 
onthe account of joining and reſolving to join with the 
aid M.. Jobs Hepburn, againſt whom there were ſeve- 
ral reaſons of withdrawing, particularly his not joining 
and concurring with our late Martyr miniffers, in re- 
jecting and difowning che authority of Charles Stuurt.— 
By which joining, he had broken: that concluſion of the | 
General Merting, wz. That nothing ſhould be done by any | 
particular perſon tuit heut the conſent of the Society whereef | 
he was a member, ia Things wherein their knowledge and 
conſent was neceſſary ta be had, Kc. After he was acquaint- | 
ed with this, he went away greatly cnraged, ſaying be 
would oppoſe. himſelf to them and their doings, w ich þ 
he hath in ſome meaſure made out ſince. 
When the confagon; eccalioned by this debate was o- 


n W F reſt of the 


meeting, 


* 
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acetinig, they: proeveded im;order-to:the.crobfingdfothe = | 
— men y ho were th go-abroatlito follow-theit Mes, 
the doing af achich was a great tad. of appointing this | 
meeting lo ſoon 3. which was gont about after his man-. 
ner Firſt, praying (hat the Lord would -direftithery 
in that weightyaffair, Then the young men πwho were 
reſent, and to he put in tlie liſt, were deſired to ſpeałk 
Noir minds, which tkey did (atisfyingly, firſt of th 
work they were to go about ; next of the going in ſuch 4 4 
manner, Which was not ordinary. Fhere was. ſix put 1 
in the liſt, (all of a blamelefs lifes and not only of ;’! 
judgment wich themſelves, but forward and zealous theng 
in adhering to, and promoting the Teſtimony) of / 
four were preſent, via. Mir. Jamer Ren wic, Ja mtb, 

Mr., Jobm Flint, mn Mrs Millium Hardy + and tw¹́˙ ad- 
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ſent, viz. Mr. Williem Boyd' and John Nijbet.. ''Ttveis . 


there was ſix pieces of paper taken, all of onemaynitude 


and form ; and upon four of them were four' figures, 
each of them having a figure a- piere, and two wante 


in order to the electing of four out of the ſix, which 
was the number judged fit tobe ſent abroad at that time. 
Wherenpon the four young men were calls (being 
before Afired to remove) and gave an account of their 
ages to the meeting. Then after prayimg again that the 
Lord would determine as he ſaw fit; theſe young mon 
preſenting themſelves, drew the pieces of paper otit- of 2 


bonnet, che oldeſt being ſtill preferred to draw inſt, 
As for thoſe who were abſent, two drew for them, | 


"Thoſe who got the papers wanting. the figures were to 
ſtay at home, which fell to be John Smith and Mr." Wik 
liam Hardy ; and thoſe who got the papers wieh the fi- 
gures were to go abroad, two of them were preſent, 'viz, 
Ar. Fames Reneviet; and Ar. John Flint, and two 
were abſent, vis. Mr. William Bayd and Jh N 
for whom two drew. Then praying that the Lom d Wi 


blets thoſe on whom the lots had fallen; this Work was * 


cloſed. Thereafter it was concladed, that 100 Pon, 


Scots, ſhauld be allowed to che four young men eatted 


to go abroad, (to each 25 Pound Scots) in onder to det 
fray their expences in their voyage, and that WRA WII 
needful to provide them in cloaths and other neteſſaries 
was, over. and above, to be taken off for them at Rding 
burgh And the collection for this effect, was th be ſent 
with thoſe who were to came from the Soelciles to the 
next General Meeting ; and the young Men Were a>” 


"ff 


LS 
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ed to be ready for their voyage betwint aud the ſecond 
week ef November. This concluſion was cheatfully con- 
ſented unto, and as willingly and readily put in practice; 
for immediately thereafter; not only the money was gi- 
ven to the young men which' was allowed them, but al- 
ſo what was needful was provided for them at Edin- 
bürgh, two of them, Mr. William Boyd and John Flint, 


in November thereafter took ſhip, and went to the 


Netherlands, to the Univenſty of Groningen but Mr. 
amn, Remuick was not ready to go until December, 
owever, though he went not ſo ſoon as the other two, 

yet in the ſhort time he was there, the Lord ſo fitted, 

and qualified him for the great work which afterward 


he undertook, and finiſhed with joy, thiat he was foon- 


er ready for the work he was ſent abant than any of 
them; for on May oth. thereafter, he wes ordained by 
the Preſbytery of Groningen, in whom they had 

ſatisfaction, and to whom they gave no ſrall commen- 
dation, as may be ſeen in their teftificate” to him. As 


for John Niſbet being at that time at London, where 
Earlſtoun had left him, he was written urito, ſhewing 


him of that buſineſs, and a teſtificate ſent him 3 but he 
delaying to go, was not long after taken and impriſon- 
ed. Although this ſending of thoſe young men abroad 
in order to the obtaining of ordination was much con- 
demned z yet in the circumſtances they were then ſtated 
in, it was juſtifiahle. The reaſons. moving to it, with a 
ſhort vindication of the ſame, may be ſeen tn the Infor- 

matory Vindication, but FREE in the account of Mr. 


" Renwict's life and death. 


Alſo it was concluded, chat Mr. 2 Renwick; John 


| Smith, and Mr. John. Flint HMould each of chem draw 


up a paper declaring the grounds whereupon, and the 


reaſons Why, the United Societies did withdraw from 


thoſe who had made defection in this backſhding time, 
withal inviting (the reaſons of withdrawing from them 
deing removed) upon their owning the "Teſtimony, to 
come andjoin with them, yet teſtifying the lawfulnefs of 
ſtanding at a diſtance from thoſe who will not; and al- 
fo clearing themſelves of the foul aſperſtons and fad re- 
proaches caſt upon them. - Which papers were to be 
given in to the next meeting, who were to conſider upon 
the ſame; and. theſe of the foreſaid perſons who were to 

go abroad; were defired to have theirs | in n to 


* left when they ann 


This 


Carat Mz , on ue 2682, 45 
This concluſion it the time ſeemed: neceffary z andthe 
4nortves'{ preſſing thereunto very'weighty,: (albeit it pro- 
duced ns bitter effects, /occalionediby the miſman 
of the ſame, as fall be ſhewed afterward) for being upon. 
the one hand traduced as Sepaxatiſts, Schiſmatics, and. 
Rejecters of the goſpel, Wc. which was wounding to 5 
hear, and griev oui to bear, though. their innoceney of + 
the thing made it the more ſupportable. And upon the 
other hand, longing: for this goſpel, of which they: had 
m_ had 'a famine, and being deſirous to have the 
tunity of hearing it from theſe, from whom they had 
withdrawn upon valid grounds, and in hearing ſome 
whom former!y; their ſouls had been refreſhed, and 
whom they followed while they continued prpaching 
freely, and * faithfally, as becomes ambaſſadors of Chiiſt> 
They judged this the moſt rational way to clear them- 
elves of grie vous imputations, and alſo to declare 
their willingkeſs to join with and hear theſe miniſters 
from whom they had withdrawn, tho“ they were (as they 
ſhould have been) dear to them, providing the cauſe ot 
withdrawing were removed, to call and invite them, with 
whom then they would with heart and hand, Ry 
teſtifying that their withdrawing was not obſtinate. 
According to the deſire of the meeting, the Hoe 
voung men wrote each of them à paper and. the two 
who went abroad, left theirs, before they took voyage. 
That which followed upon this reſblution, the N 
of the following meetings will make manifeſt. 
Further it was concluded, that the much eder 
Mr. Robert Hamilton ſhould be conjunct avith his bro- 
ther, the honourable Alexander Gordon of f Fariftoun, in 
his commiſſion. And therefore the meeting« gave full 
power to Mr. James Renwick, to write in their names 
unto both the foreſaidperfons, inorder to this appointment. 
The reaſons inducing to this reſolution, were Earl 
Hou great deſire that it ſhould be to, knowing that, 
as in managing that affair, two would-be better than one; 
fo, that Mr, Hamilton would be. a good ſecond, where- 
of he aur ee gotten 4 ſexeral experiences Alto, 


C on- 


.4 


Mt. Ham red had ects Web e 
with Mr. Brackel before Earlſtoun's going abroad, to Which ha 

Vas led by a ſpecial providence, As alſo, one r ſon of the 
commĩſſionating of Mr, Hamilton, and e:Hing home Earlſtous. 
Was, the latter was expenſive above their „beny to afford, and 
the former was rene at 20, but ſereral time“, ard w- ys p:Ccur- 
W to them at home, {rom the bauds vi Htangeis. 


: - 
% 
. * * LY 
7 . 7 ; * 2 
1 - - * , * % 3 A 


1 . Ah * FR 9 4 * * Py * R | _—_ . 4 * ; , 
— R WW”, LY, : , * 
A * 9 * c - i 8 
PR . , : 
* a6 Genu Meeting, Oc. 11h, 1682, 


conſidering his beirig conjunct-with Earlſtoun, he would 
prave advantageous tothe cauſe, in offer to the obtain» 
ing of ſtrangers to have a gond impreſſion of the fame, 
aud iympathy with its owners, at the. time in diſtreſs; 
he having, both hefure, and after Harlſſoun went there, 
Jaid out himſelf verꝝ much for that end ; and it was hop- 
ed that he would do it more, when the ſame was laid on 
Riem by them. As likewiſe when Zariſtaum ſhould re- 
tum hame, to- which he was deſired by che laſt meeting, 
de might the better ſupply his place. In purſuance of 
th concluſion, and of the meetings deſire to Mr. Ren- 
wiek, he wrote abroad to both the foreſaid perſons. 
Morrover, it was concluded, that the uk of that 
month ſhould be obſerved by all the ſocieties, a day of 
thankfpiving unto the Lord for his Enown mercies re- 
ceived at the meeting, Which in particular, was the 
getting ſuch a demonſtration of the ſympathy cf ſtran- 
gers with them in their diſtreſſed caſe; as that they had 
acceſs to ſend young men to an Univerſity, where they 
would have opportunity of learning: And when fit, get 
the benefit of ordination, whereby they were in expecta- 
tien of attaining the great privilege of hearing thie goſpel, 
within a ſhort time: A mercy to be highly prized, much 
valued, and to be thankful for, when they bave ground 
of expecłing it, as well as fruitful under it, when ewey⸗ 
ing the fame, | 

It was alſo concluded that the 16th of November ſhov1d 

be obſerved by the focieties as a day of humiliation, u- 
the account of the many provocations that the holy 
Lord gets; leſt that he ſhould withdraw from theni. 
And likewiſe that the 12th of December thould be oh- 
ſerved by the ſocieties, as a day of faſting and prayer, to 
ſeek earneſtly of the Lord that he would remove Satan's 
fire and N which (alas) was too much to be ſeen a- 
mong them, and that he would endue them with the ſpi- 
rit of meekneſs and patience. 

The occafion of making this a cauſe of a fiſt was, at 
the preceding meeting, in contending with James R 
fel, there was too much of a ſpirit of bitterneſs on both 
fides evidenced, as alſo at this meeting, in debating with 
Andrew Young : therefore having a fight of the evil 
thereof, they defired to mourn for the ſame, and to feck 
of the Lord — he would be graciouſly pleaſed to remove 
it; and efldue them with a ſpirit of meckneſs and pati- 
care, which are among the fruits of che Spirit, and a 
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able to appear in contending for the caufe with oppoſites 
either upon che right hand, or on the left. bh 83 


Ax ren this meeting, as well as before it, che taſe of 
the land (which once might have been called Hephaibal 
and Beulah) was deplorably fall; enemies riding'o verthe 
heads of the Lord's people, underwhole cruelty and op- 
preſſion they had been long groaning, and whole buxdens 
were made nothing lighter, hut father heavier. The poke 
of prelacy and tyranuy was wreathed harder about their 
necks. And alas] the generality, was ac har-like, con- 
ching under the burdens, but few zealous and Naphyali- 
like, to jeopard their lives upon the high places of the 
field, for the intereſt of Chriſt, their own defence, and 
their brethrens. As enemies had been much exdeavour- 
ing to get that principle of ſelf. defence quite abandoned 
by the people; fo, the ſame was now laid afide by the ge- 
nerality. And as prelacy was ſet up, and yielding to It 
{ore preſfed; ſo it was much bowed unto, even hy many 
of theſe who had confeſſed with their mouth that it was 
a fin, having many aggravations attending it. And as 
the Tz/t, and other oaths, which heathens would abhorr, 
was much preſſed before, ſo now atfo, 0000 
Faithful and free preaching was wanting, whereby 
the ſins and fnares which then were not few, were not 
difcoveret},..and ſo people was-leſt to comply, or not 
comply, as they pleaſed. And whatever trials aud temp- 
tations, the land in general met with; the United So- 
ciet ies in particular; never wanted their ſhare of thefame: 
If infraring oaths and bonds were preſſing through the 
country, they wanted not the teraptation of the fame, 
but through free grace they were kept from compliance 
therewith though they incurred ſuffering thereby and 
the ſympathizers with them, upon the account of ſtand- 
ing at a diſtance from them, were few : if ſearchings of 
rude and bloody foldiers, filled with hellifh fury, were 
made; tlie moſt of theſe ſearchings were for them: And 
if the country wanted public and faithful preaching of the 
goſpel ; fo did they at this time, which was their groat- 
eſt grievance. But oftentimes the ſocieties had troubles 
and trials peculiar to themſelves, and which the reſt of 
the land were not perplexed with, as at this time: 
bende the rage of malicious enemies, which was keen a- 
gainſt them, as well (yea more than) againſt others, and 
the want of the faithfully preached: goſpel, a want gr 
e 
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the: whole land was-tryſted. with; they were ſadly re- 
preſented as Schiſmatics, Separatiſts, and Rejecters of 
he goſpel, though in the mean time they were grieved 
for the want thereof, and longing for it; witneſs the 
coneluſion ofthe laſt meeting to draw up a call to the mi- 
niſters, which was at this time to be conſidered. They 
had alſo other griefs, which were heavy to bear; as their 
contendings with Jamer Ruſſel, who as is related above, 
having ſeparated from them, had miſrepreſented them 
both at home and abroad. And likewiſe Andrew Young, 
| was now much againſt them; which as it proved ſtreng- 
thening to adverſaries ; ſo it was weakening to the deb 
5 =, s to the hearts of friends. 25 


Hawn vnn a Seen Meeting aid conveen at Edin- 
durgh upon the 1oth of January, 1683. Prayer being 
ended, and the meeting modelled after the wonted man- 
ner z they approved of what was concluded at the laſt 

meeting. 

,, It was concluded, chat 2 Smith ſhould draw 
up the call to the miniſters, and preſent the ſame to the 
next meeting. The occaſion of this reſolution Was: ac- 
cording to the deſire of the laſt meeting: each of tbe 

_ three young men drew up a paper, and two of them go- 
ing abroad, left theirs before they took voyage: and the 
other was preſent at the meeting. After all the three 
papers were read, and ſerious conſideration about the 
fame, none of them was thought fit to give in by itſelf. 
So it was concluded that John Smith ſhould draw one out 

ol all the three, and to preſent the ſame to the next meet- 
ing to be by them confidered. 

Next, the meeting having received the collections | 
from the ſeveral ſocieties, deitributed the fame accord- 
ing to the neceſſities of ſome families, and others in need. 
And appointed reccipts for the ſame to be brought to 
the next meeting. 

Likewiſe, it was concluded, that che 25th of that i in- 
ſtant be obſerved by the ſocieties, as a day of prayer un- 
to the Lord, blefling him for their preſervation at the 
time (which was no final mercy, haying met as it were 
in the midſt of their enemies, and parted in ſafety, and 
alſo for ſeeking counſel and direction for managing mat- 
ters at the next meeting. Which in particular was the 

reſolving upon the call to the miniſters, which was look- 
h — by them as no ſmall buſineſs; And the next 


meeting 
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1 was appointed to meet at the W upon the 
14th o of February, 1683. 


| Tar cruelty of enra * enemies, the a of ths 
land in puns and of the ſocieties in particular conti 
nued as is before related, but can ſcarcely be diſcribed in 
few words ; but the re oaches and miſrepre ſentations of 
oppoſites on each hand were. weighty. - 

| Notwithſtanding theſe things were great hinderances 
to them, in proſecuting that noble Teſtimony in their 
ſtation, which they were owning, and ſuffering for 3. 
yet through grace they were kept from ſinking under 
them, ſo as to lie by altogether from the duty called 
for at their hants ; and their zeal was rather increaſed, 
than diminiſhed, - though in ſeverals of them there was 
more of it, than of knowledge (without which, it can 
neither be ſolid, nor laſting) and no wonder If the oc- 
currences of that time de duly pondered : It was a time 
of deadneſs and darkneſs, a day of ſtumblings and jumb- 
lings: poor people being without guides and teachers, 
like filly ſheep, wandering upon the mountains, without 
a ſhepherd, and yet having ſome zeal upon their ſpirits, 
z which they would gladly have vented : It is not much to 
be admired that they went wrong in ſome things (which. 
yet they would have been loath to have done, if they had 
known it to be ſo) over which the mantle of charity 
ſhould be caſt, and themſelves pitied rather than remem- 
bred with diſdain, and told of with upbraiding: And 
though it will not juſtify any thing wrong done, yet it 
ſhould make people more charitable, and, tender of the 
doers ef pecially ſeeing they are ſenſible of it themſelyes, 
and confeſs it. Their deſire to have the goſpel preach- 
ed (though they were repreſented, as if they would hear 
no miniſter) even by them from whom they had with= 
drawn upon valid cauſes, providing the ſame were re- 
moved. Therefore they judged the condeſcending upon 
a General Call to be given in to them, was the fitteſt way 
to obtain their foreſaid defire, and to exoner themſelves, 
but the miſmanaging the ſame was humb to them, 
and no ways advantageous to the cauſQ. 
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AccokDixò to the appointment of the laſt General 5 
Meeting, a meeting did conveen at the Myres, in the 
3 of Egleſbam, and ſhire of 3 upon the ge 
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& Febroary, 1683. They a 'of what was W 
at the foregoing meeting. 

According to the firſt reſolution whereof, the call to 
the miniſters was brought to this meeting, and agreed 
upon; and appointed that a copy thereof ſhould be deli- 
vered to the miniſters that could be gotten at Edinburgh 
by —, and that three copies be ſent to the 
miniſters after named, viz. Mr. Alexander Peder, Mr. 
Michael Bruce, Mr. Ta For reſter, and Mr. John 
Hepburn. After the meeting, copies of the call came to 
ſevc ral of the miniſters : hands, and ſome diligence was 
uſed for that effect. Two men went from Glaſgow, 


with a copy thereof to give to Mr. Forreſter, who com- 


ing to the place where he reſided, and not having the 
Opportunity to ſee him, left it with ſome of his elders, 
that ſhewed it to hir, who was much diſpleaſed there- 
with; a letter was written concerning it, and fubfcribed 
by then, which was ſent to Glaſgow, and an anſwer re- 
turned. Likewiſe Alexander Gordon, and — 


TE appointed to go to Ireland, wich copies. of the call 


o prefent it to Mr. Alexander Peden, and, Mr. Michael 
Bruce as alſo to Mr. Samuel Arnot, who were all-at the 


time in that kingdom. They ascordingly wept, having 
d letter with them directed to all the three miniſters, 


with ſome of whom they had conference. But neither 
that, nor What elfe they did there, prodnced any thing 
"tending to that much defired uon with them. 

A copy of the letter follows, which evidences wy 
longing deſire we had for the benefit of the goſpel; 


alſo the great reipect, and high eſteem we —4 of 895 
miniſters to whom it was directed. 


9 


Worthy Fathers, 


HE Remnant of the church of Scotland has con- 
deſcended upon an unanimous call to all the mi- 
nifters that can be found any way concerned with the 


cauſe for which they are ſuffering ; and have declared 


one in general to the ſaid miniſters: But we (knowing | 
your concernedneſs above many) have thought fit to ſend 


to you a copy of the ſame particularly, becauſe of pony | 
- motives, wheich to us are weighty. And 


, Becauſe there is ſo much ignorance in the coun- 
try, agent the very fundamentals of religion. 


24%, be- 


up the fallen ounce. ee ee 


Hear all miniſters (whether in houſes or fields) who will 


agany limitation, either ti time or place, but as conveni- 


5b (in the name; and behalt of the } your aſſured 


all of us, as well as by others; and it was deſired that 


no more made uſe of, yea,: ſach was our ſenſe of ſeveral 
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General Meeting, Feb. Tacb, 1683. 1 
1 Becauſe there is none now in Scotland, to hold 


the a 
. there i is fo 1 mend of baptiſm 10 "OR 


fants, and ſo many like to be hard put to it, what y 
reproach from pretended friends, and perſecution from 
enemies, becauſe their children are unbaptized. © 

It is true, we know that it is not abſoliſtely neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation; yet we ought to uſe all means lawful, 
to have the ſame in a cleanly way. 

Theſe are ſome of our grounds for ſending ſo expreſly 
to vou, who we hope will anſwer us. Theſe our Com- 
miſſioners can ſhew you more: fully aur cafe, and how 
great our need is of ſuch as you: Therefore we earneſtly 
intreat you to make as litife delay as ye poflibly can. It 
may be ye think we will not hear miniſters except they 
preach publicly in the fields: But for anſwer,” we will 


preach according to the word of God, our Covenants. 
Confeflion of Faith and Catechiſms Larger and Short- 
er, that ſhall embrace this our call, and preach without 


ency ſhall offer itſelE : _ 
Having no more at preſent to trouble n * 


— 


friends, in * Chriſt our Lord. 


BY the means related above, and otherways, thee - 
being made public, it. occaſioned the United Societies 


to be much miſrepreſented by many (and even by ſome 
who had better thoughts of us before) thinking that we 
were running upon extravagances. But as ſome of us at 

the concluding thereon; and others afterwards; when th 
faw it, were diſpleaſed therewith ; fo it was not long ti 
the faults and miſtakes in it were ſhea, and conderaned ba 


copies thereof ſhould be called in, delivered back, and 


things wrong in it; and that jt might be known we did 
not own it, ſomewhat was publiſhed concerning it, * 
our iufonnatory vindication. 
However, tho we retracted the call becanſe of 1 its un- 
ſoundneſs in ſeveral particulars, yet it vas thought fit to 
draw up another call to miniſters, that thereby we might 
cndcavour to have the beneſit of the guſpel as formerly 
G 2 we 
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and Maſter, which our 


PI 


we enjoyed it: and to endeavour to wipe off that re- 
proach caſt upon us, that we were Schiſmatics, and would 
hear no miniſter at all. Which call being drawn up, 
and agreed unto at the next meeting at Edinburgh on 
the-8th of May thereafter; and preſented to ſome of 
the miniſters, but not embraced a copy whereof, may 
not be improper to inſert here, ſeeing it falls in to be 
ſpoken of in this place: And is as followeth. 


A Call by a Remnant of the true Preſbyterians of the 

; Church of Scotland, who defire to adhere to the 
true principles thereof: Containing a vindication 
of their withdrawing : And a proteſtation, in caſe 
of not accepting of this Call; which is to thoſe 
who were once faithful miniſters of our church. 


Wꝛx are called Schiſmatics and erroneous in our prin- 


ceiples, which we defire to clear ourſelvts of, to all un- 


biafſed Preſbyterians in Scotland, or through the world : 
And ſo we ſhall ſet down the cauſes of our preſent with- 
It is well known, that while theſe outed-miniſters 
reached - faithfully in the fields, and in houſes, plead- 
ing for their Lord and Maſter's right, whoſe embaſſy 


they did carry, they were eminently countenanced of 


the Lord, then our ſouls did cleave to them; and ſever- 
al of us (in humility be it ſpoken) did lay out ourſelves 
to the uttermoſt of our power in our ſtations for the up- 
holding of the ſweet and protons ordinances of our Lord 


ouls rejoiced to follow, and as 
an evidence of our love to theſe ordinances, we, accord» 


| Ing to our engagements in our covenants did appear in 
armies, with no other deſign (of which our conſcience 
bears us witneſs) but for the extirpating of Popery, Pre- 
Jacy, Eraſtianiſm, and whatſoever is contrary to ſound 


doctrine, and principles, and againſt the ſupporters there- 


of; and for the ſetting up, and eſtabliſhing of Preſby- 
terian government according to our covenant engage- 


ments, and ſome of the miniſters joined with us for. our 
encouragement : But the Lord thought fit, for ends 


| known to himſelf, and ordered it ſo, as that party was 


broken {at Bothwel) and upon the back of that diſpenſa- 


tion, many ſtumbled, both miniſters and people, for 
which, we think we may allufle to that in John vi. 66. 


From that time many of his diſciples went away, back, and. 
; walked 


2 +. 
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walked no more with him. 80 a little time after that 


break, the enemy driving forward their own defign z 


and ſeeking by all means the eſtabliſhing and ſetting up 


of their ſupremacy, and uſurping more and more over - 


the prerogatives of our King and Lawgiver, they found 


a fit opportunity, by a pretended favour, an act called 


the Act of Indemnity, in which they granted liberty to 
M that were in arms (ſome miniſters and heritors ex- 
cepted) upon the taking of a bond: And likewiſe. a li- 
berty to miniſters to preach (except the fore-mentioned) 
upon the terms of ſome injunctions, limitations and re- 
ſtrictions, which we ſhall not name here, becauſe we 
deſign brevity z but in a word, it was the enemies uſur- 
ping, and the miniſters yielding up the government of 
- Chriſt's houſe into the hands of theſe horrid and avowed 
uſurpers, which a great part of the miniſters of the church 
of Scotland did in a meeting at Edinburgh; the great 
part of them voting at that meeting for receiving of their 
miniſtry on the terms propoſed by the uſurpers; and fo 
moſt baſely gave up the government of Chriſt's houſe it 
to the hands of theſe his ſtated enemies; and ſome of 
them went to their houſes and preached upon the ſame 
terms, receiving their new entry (though moſt corru 
from them, which was not the door, by which at 
theydid enter. | REAL | 8 4] 
We grant, there were ſome who voted not for the re- 
ceiving their miniſtry upon theſe terms, but yet gave not 


their proteſtation againſt their brethren, though their 


call to it was clear, for fear of hazard or ſomething to 
that purpoſe, which cannot be found found. And ſo 
this is one of the grounds of our withdrawing, until 


there be evidences of their repentance, both by word 


and practice : And this we do for conſcience ſake, de- 
firing to adhere to our ſworn covenants, and to adhere 
to our ſworn-unto work of Reformation, in doctrine, wor- 
ſhip, diſcipline and government, for the breaking down 
and diſowning of which, the foreſaid miniſters will be 
found guilty, while they preached on thoſe terms; for 


they were not found to declare faithfully for our ſworn- 


unto work of reformation, in doctrine, worſhip, diſci- 
pline and government ; neither could they, becauſe their 
practice ſaid the contrary. And therefore in conſcience, 
when we ſaw their deceitful dealing, we could not join 
with them, left we ſhould ftrengthen their hands in 
their defection ; and therefore we hope we may be — 
1 onere 
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8 A Call 1% Miniſters,” 1683. | 
5 vnrred in withdeawing from theſe, leſt. + WY we be 

| _ in the tranſgreſſion: But at that time the 
Lord ſtirred up ſome to witnels faithfully againſt all theſe 
k = encroachments upon Chriſt's preroga- 
dives, and againſt their brethren that complied with the 
deſign of the enemies, therefore out of conſcience. of 

duty we joined with thoſe who witneſſed daithfully and 
freely, even to the laying down of their lives, when G 
Ad tait. And for others of the miniſters, the cauſe of 

aur withdrawing from them, was, Becauſe they Joined | 
not with their brethren, but left the work in the heat 
ef the day, and left their brethren to the violence of the 

enemy, and left their poor Hock to be devoured of ra- 
. vening wolves, the ſad effects of which. is ſeets this day; 
they have followed the example af the prophet For 
nb, fo that when they ſhould have taken, their lives in 
their hands ; as he. went to Tarſbiſb when he ſhould have 
declared the Lord's meſſage to Nineveh; ſo they, when 
_ they ſhould have declared the Lord's met: Yge to his poor 
Saffering people, they left the work, and went to the 
flowing a way of ſelt-preſervation. and fafety,—and from 


Sollowing of their duty, which we teſtify agaiuſt by. our 


* withdrawing, ay, and until they repent, and be ſet to 


| the work again, as. may be found conſiſtent with Preſby- 
terian principles; and then, and not till then, we ſhall 
<deſireto join with them with all our hearts, as what we 


2 mall ſay afterwards will clear, This is, in ſhort, for our 


_ indication; and theſe are ſome of the grounds of our 
withdrawing. And he who knoweth the ſecrets of ail 
Hearts, knoweth that we are molt ſadly reproached, and 
Alfely blamed as ichiſmaticks and erroneous, as any un- 
biaffed Chriſtian. may ſee 3 and what we do, we do it 
unt of zeal for our Lord and Maſter's. work, which is 
trampled upon by his avowed enemies, and dipped from 
by many profeſſed friends, | 
And now, we, who are the poor, fuffering people of 
the Lord, in all humility, and out of the zeal of our 
hearts, in thirſting for the pure ordinances of God, and 
to clear ourſelyes of the fore- mentioned aſperſions, Do 
javite you who are the Preſbyterian miniſters of the 
church of Scotland, and who were as dear to us as our 
.own hearts, while ye continued faithful. in delivering 
your Maſter's embaſſy; we ſay, we invite you in our 
{Maſter's name; if ye have any love to him, to us, and 
: 50 others, Who we hope are the theep and lambs of 
5 Chriſt's 
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: * 


Cbriſt's Aock, to come out after your manner, and reach 
the goſpel, and adminiſter the ſacraments, according t 
your former entry by the well conſtitute church, as it 
was eſtabliſhed in the ye ar 1048, which. was according 
to the word of God, reformed in doctrine, worthip, dit- 
cipline and government, fro Popery, Prelacyg and all 
that kierarchy, according to our ſworn covenants, ant | 
according to the acts of our General Aſſemblies, - 
preach the gaſpel in feaſon and out of ſeaſon, rightly di- 
viding the word, with application to the public finsof 
the times, and particular {ms of the auditory, parifhesy 
and country- ſides where ye preach : For we declare unto 
you, many of you have been guilty, and have ftumble# 
many, by your dark and ambiguous ſpeeches, eſpecially | 
fince Bothwel: you have not declared for the fworm c- 
venants, nor agaiuft the ſupremacy of men who have 
encroached upon, and uſurped over the prerogatives t 
our Lord and Maſter; and have not teftified againſt thus * 
foful bond after the break at Bothwel; we mean 
that bond that engaged thoſe who took it, not 40 de- 
fend their mother church, according to our covenants 
engagements ; and that bond that was given in for the 
miniſters peaceable behaviour. This was the betraying 
of your truſt, and moſt bafely yielding up the govern- 
weft of Chriſt's houſe into the hands of his ſtated ani! 
avowed enemies. This many of you have been gullty ot, 99 
even unto the weakening of your brethrens hands that : 
durſt not do ſo.; and many of you have been filent, and 
have not declared againſt the uſurpers, nor againſt your 
brethren who have ſtrengthened their hands, but harr 
connived at their miſcarriages, when ye thould have 
been ſtanding upon the watch-tower, according d that 
ſcriptere in Ezek. ni. 17. Son of man, I haue made ghet 
ewotchman unto the boufe of Iſrael, therefore hear the ward © 
at my mouth, and give them avarning from me - ue 7 
ſay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely ate e, and thou . 
him not warning, nor ſpeuleſt to warn” the wicked 
way, the ſame wicked man all die in tis iniquity, but hi 
Blood will T require at thine hand. The polite Paul had 
that to ſay, Adts xx. 26. I herefore I take you'to record, 
that Tam pure from the Blood of all men, fer I have" gt 
ſhunned to declare all the counſel of God. ESE OT 
Therefore, dear Friends, ye may poſe your own con- 
ſciences, whether or not ye may ſay fo, chat ye ure pure 
rom the blood of all inen, ar of many poor ſorts that 


are 
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are joining with the . of the time ch ; day; for 


unt of faithful warning. 


Now, dear Friends, and tomktime diy honoured 


of the Lord, in carrying his embaſſy, ponder theſe 
things, zngrconfider the caſe of the ſcattered flock, and 


many 
carried aſide with the courſes of the time. ' Now come 
Forth'in the Lord's name, and let no more differences 


fagtfſhing ſouls up and down the land, who are 


be betwixt us and you: an union in the Lord we defire, 


but not elſe. And now we ſhall give you an account of 


our principles. We adhere to the holy ſcriptures of 
— 2 and to our ſworn Covenants, National and So- 
lemn League, the Confeſſion of Faith, Catechiſms lar- 
ger and ſhorter, the Acknowledgment of Sins and En- 
gagement to Duties, which are all conſonant to the 
Scriptures : We likewiſe adhere to the proteſting party, 
their proteſting againſt the malignant intereſt ; the own- 


Ing of which we think is no ſmall cauſe of the Lord's 


controverſy with the land: fo that both you and we hare 
been filled with our own devices which we cannot ſay, 
but we were guilty of, in ſetting (or conſenting to the 
fetting) of the crown upon the head of the chief of ma- 
Hgnants, for which the Lord is puniſhing us this day, 
and we have found the ſad ſmart of their heavy hand, 

and are eating the fruit of our own doings; ſo that by 
their hand the precious things of our ſouls are taken away, 
our ark captivated, the glory removed from our Iſracl, 
our church laid: deſolate and waſte, and nothing leſs de- 
termined, than the utter extirpation of the Preſbyterian 
Intereſt. And now, ſeeing the bad effects of the own- 


Ing of that malignant party, it was thought fit by us, 


(and ſome now truly honoured martyrs) for juſt grounds 


20 reject the head of the malignants, and all under him, 


ruling by tyranny and cruel oppreſſion, as many inſtances 


may be given, what by ſpoiling and robbing, fining and 


confining, baniſhing, impriſoning, and murdering the 
Lord's ſervants, only for their adhering to their duty. 
Sa we ſay, we thought fit to caſt them off by the teſti- 
mony at Rutherglen, the Sanquhar and Lanerk declara- 
tions, to which we deſire to adhere ;z and whatſoever aſ- 


perſions may be caſt upon us and the fore-mentioned re- 


nowned martyrs, we have no other deſign (the Lord is 


.our-witneſs) but maintaining and carrying on the worE 


n worthy anceſtors (as it is aforefaid) and we deſire 


of reformation, as it was promoted, and carried on by 


to 
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now if ye baye 
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poſed, we all through the Lord's ſtrength 1 
you in | jeoparding our lives and fortüunes for 5 
ragement, in all things we tan do: for we declare to you 
utfion in the Lord: 15 the only defire of our Touls. And 
"bowels of compaſſion, tender the 
caſe” 2, your-mother-chureh;” preach che 
minifter the me e Ecordigg to your. 2 
agi brother, 


But e are all eesberked in the reſent. Nom 

we likewiſe may be of one mind, uni 

Oh bow pleafanr would it be; for we may all, Lie th the {a 
fruits of diviſion; every hie of us weakehin 

hands, ſo that many Hawe ſtumbled on all lands, the Tac 
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effects of which are en tas day, the penerality turni 
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us in the Lord's ſtrength 
cations,” one for another, wh is on 1 


that the Lord, may yer” 
Now, we e 


anent oui öl and 


et hate th 
conſideration: If Yer will not come e 
dangersos cafe, and "th hazard of Che; 
poor church, to help us With your advice; 55 counſe 
die when both are in hazard, . 
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us relief from another 
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Scotland, do enter oor Proteftotiont àgainſt yan, if ye E- 
fuſe this onr Call, ſceing it is comſonant to the ſcrip- 


tures and your former engagements; and bears witneſs 
ageinſt your flence, luke rarnmeſs, and, neutrality,. 121 
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you, ſince ye refuſe upon thir terms, leſt we give our af. 
ſent, or atdcaſt be ſilent at the burial of the work of Re- 
formation, which we pray our eyes may never fee . 


9. Ooooh ̃ ⁵ ß i——]Ü«ÜñÆ..Z oo eo i 7, 
Jo return; it the laſt meeting it was defired that the 
receipts fo- the money that was then diftributed, ſhould 
be brought to this meeting, which accordingly was done, 
and they ſatisfied therewith... -_, | 


-» | 2 


It was alfo appginted by the meeting, in caſe any let- 
ters came from London, which required an anſwer, that 
one thould be written by Thomas Lining, George Mac- 
Vey, and Robert Goodwin, and another by friends in 
burgh, and both to be preſented at next meeting. 
Ihe occaßion of this reſolution, was a letter ſent by 
Mr. Niſbet then at London, and read at this meeting 
which being darkly written, they could not know well 
what to ſay to it; only they learned ſo much from it, 


that there were people there, moſt willing to join the 


Suffering Remnant in Scotland, and were deſirous; to 
know what they were doing, and that they were to write 
Aterward, by which they would ſhew, their mind more 


wo. V F Aa 7 71 
Phe this time there was a aN carrying on againſt 
N evil government, and theſe people mention- 

d in the letter, being concerned therein were deſirous 
to know what we wert doing, and intended to do. And 


that theſe people ho were thus concerned, were of the 


| tho! the letter did not Ggnify ſo much, yet it was thought 
Independents, or Anabaptiſts, with whom (they ſtand- 


Ing where they are) we could not join. However it was 
thought. fit to reſolve that if any letters came from them, 
or concerning them, to write an anſwer thereto, But 
none coming, this reſolution had no effect. Fa 

It was alſo reſolved that no Chriftian-felowſhip (in 
ſocieties) was to be kept with any perſon who join- 


ed with John Gib, obſtinately after the return of 


* *% Mr. 
PF, 
— * * LY & 


he effect of this Call was this: theſe miniſters being un- 
willing to run ſuch an hazard, made their work after this, more 
than ever before, to repreſent thefe people as perſons of errone - 
ous principles, Gibbites, Republicans, Deſpiſers of the gotpel, 
1 of lawful authority, laying finful reſtridtions, and im- 
politions upon Miniſters, Eraftians, c. In a word, that they 
were ſuch odiuus people, as had no right to call miniſters. 
Whether this was true, and a good ground for rej<Qing their 
Call, or not, muſt be left with the Reader to judge. 
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who ſeparated, from the faid John Gib, at chat time, 


before they be received into fellowſhip, ought to be 


examined, and promiſe given by them, to give fa- 
tisfaction to a Church: Judicatory (when it ſhali pleaſe 
the Lord to ſend it) according to the degree of their of- 
fence. This concluſion, conſidering, the circumſtances 
of the time, was judged neceſſary, not only from a ſenſe 
of the hainouſneſs of the fin, and greatneſs, of the ſcan- 


dal of theſe who joined with that vile impoſture ; but 
alſo, thereby to endeavour to take off the o caſt 


upon us, that we were all of Gib's principles, hen they 
might ſee that we carried ſo toward them who had been 


involved in that ſhame, and that the perſons themſelves 


might be the more convinced of the evil of theix way. 
Moreoyer it was defired that every one of the fellow- 
ſhips that ſends Commiſſioners to General Meetings, 
would be conſcientious in choofing of them orderly, and 
alſo thoſe who are found to be belt qualified for judg- 


ing of matters treated of in theſe meetings. The riſe of 


this concluſion was, that i it was found that ſome ſocieties 
ſent only fuch. perſons as could have beſt occafion to 


come, without reſpect to their qualifications; : And there- 


fore to preyent this in "ye coming the meeting agreed 


upon this, 


In like manner it was 2ppointed by them, that no let 


ters concerning the public, or public declarations or pro- 


teſtations, be written, ſpread, or publiſhed, by any per- 
ſon, or perſons Whatſoever (of our ſociefies) untill the 
ſame be preſented to the General Meeting, that it may 


be conſidered by them; whether it were.neceflary to 
publiſh them, or not, - That which occaſioned this re- 
ſolution to be made was, not only ſome perſons had pub- 
liſhed papers, no ways neceflary, nor incumbent for 


them to do, and i in which, there were things which could 


not be juſtified, whereby, others were reproached, and 


miſrepreſented ; but alſo, it was feared others might be 
publiſhed, that might tend. to the prejudice of the « cauſe, 
and the reproach of its ners; to provept which, this 
concluſion was fallen upon. 

Some of the meeting, having enquired if there were 
any letters frqm friends abroad; it was remembred that 
there was one come lately, but not brought there. © Hows 
ever, the ſum of the letter was ſignified to them, which 
was to this effect: That friends abroad deſired they 


H 2 | - thoull 


bo Genel 2, Fr eb. 2 . 
1 ano man, to ſend over to the 
* of the ftydents," N then. at Gains. 9 
Whieh, it was enquired whether thoug ht it 
. "ought to! be dee, 99 5 I one coul bp N e 

ed hrs be dux; and a you man likewiſe, was con 
ſcended upon, viz. Thomas intng, who. being called, 
the Preſes of the meeting defired of him that he would 
be free with them, and tell them what he was inclined 
unto.” IIe anfwered to this purpoſe: friends, ſeeing ye 
require this at my hand, I ſhall freely tell you, my mind 
Kath been, and It is, to follow my learning ; neyerthe- 
les, Lam at the meetings difpoſal in fo far as may tend 
10 the public good. After he had thus ſhewed his mind, 
Tt was objected by ſome that he could not be granted, u- 
pon ſeyeral confiderations ; ; Wwhercupen, after bearing, 
and weighing the fame, it was concluded that he ſhould 
Fay, till it ſhould be ſeen what became of John Smith, 
in Glasgow, who was then upon his death-bed, and in 
the wean time to wait upon, and learn ſome voung men 
aut ſchool, until it was known whether or not Andrew 
"Young N to them, who had been teaching ſome 

of them, Thomas Ming condeſcended to do. 

© Allo it ke Are upon, e in regard we heard 
that there were fome young men abroad a letter ſhould 
be written to friends, defiring them to make trial, con- 
cerning any of theſe young men's ualifications, and * 

aer N qualified, that he be cle for the fore> 
4 At this, and other meetings there were ſever things 
ſpoken unto and confidered, and alſo ſome reſolutions - 
concerning the fame , which were occaſianally brought be- 
fore them, various ways: As when there was any thing 
that any of the ſocieties reckon faulty, and a. grievance, 
whereof others of the United Societies were guilty, and 
they gdefiring it might be helped, it was thought fit to re- 
preſent the Came? to the eneral Meeting, that they 
might fall upon ſome way for the redrefling thereof; as 
alſo, when matters fell out among any of them, or con- 
gerning particular perſons, which they could not, or 
knew not how to order among themſclves ; in that caſe it 
was judged fit to repreſent the ſame to the ſaid meeting, 
that they might get their advice how to carry therein; ard 
$ in ke manner, when any ſociety, or particular perſon cf 
b > them had any propoſals; one-or more, to make, which 
- n. tend to the ä of the ſs and of. n 


or 
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3 Meeting, ne 1h, mY Is 
or of the whole 'of the United, Hocieties 3 them it meas 
| 17 1 to 1 it known to the amnecting. ge- 
Grit Jndgmen * eh and concurgence, ik they - 

7 ome 0 


gre 7 NID ele matters, 208) above cir- 
cumſtantiate, N this | ad 


_confider and give. t 17 concerning ic . Janes "as 
the following relation will hew. 9 * 
It was gien in as a grievance, by one; 40 
ed by this meeting, 8 reſolutions 
made by former 8. vet there was little, notice 
taken, whether they were, obſerved i ſome things, 35 
for inſtance; it was reſolved at one of them, that every 
_ reſpective; Society ſhould provide themſelves in arms, 
according to their power and ſtation: yet this vas not 
obſerved by ſome, which was, a diſregarding of what 
that meeting did therein. Upon this it was 1 &t 
:to. enquire at the Commiffioners, if .X hop aud their lo | 
.cicties had obſerved it, in providing themſelves. with — 
arms; which, was done not only at theſe ho were fi;- | 
ting, but at theſe ſtanding. by. "And there were ſeveral. 
N not to have obſeryed the ſaid reſolutions - where- 
pon it was deſired that every Commiſfiener-ſhould-ac- 
quan theſe of the ſocieties they came from hi had not 
one it, to obſerve the forelaid reſolution, for neglett'of 
which, they deſerved a rebuke ;.. And if they Further 
flighted it, 1 5 ſhould de looked Pe as-cont of 
A” 


LOS * wy” 


the meeting's reſolutions z this the 4 
It was likewiſe deſired by — that the meetings — > 
might thow their mind, and give their advice conceru- | 
us the paying of ſtipends to the Curates, whereof ſonic © 
perſons ( in ſociety) had at that time the temptation; he f 
Preſes enquired what the meeting thought thereof, and | 
whether they judged jt a duty, or a fin, and ſe a head tio 
ſuffer on. In giving an anſwer} there Was a diſtinctjan 
made, that there might be an indirect, as well as a direct 
paying thereof. As when a tenant is bound by his tack, 
to pay his maſter ſo much money, for his land he * 
ſeſſeth, and the way he is to make uſe thereof is not 
clared by the tack z but only all as'the rent of the land; 
in that caſe the tenant was not to be blamed, tho“ his 
. maſter gave as much of his rent as he pleaſed. to the Cu- 
rate: But when a man is bound by his tack to paꝶ tothe 
Curate, or Biſhop, ſo much money, abſtrag} from the 
reſt of his maſter's duty, in that caſe, the tenant Mus 
blame wor: «by, and it was agreed unto, by all the mee 


ing; 
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ing, that chey looked upor the fame to he a fn, and a 
| head to fuffer on; but withal they thought that the te 
want ſhould nigh wake his own uſe of thaymoniby, bot give 
i m for the public uſe 

ching was repreſented at this meeting and 


__- Another 
their advice ſought, and, that, they might endeayour to 
take it a 


„Which was conerning an 58 ment made 


among ſome perfons a few years years ag, a ſeaſon, when 


there was a tentation of paying 1 and mill- 
tia-money, in this manner: That if any one,” or more 
of them ſhould ſuffer loſs at the hands of enemies, for 


not paying of theſe impoſitions 3 in that caſe, each one 


4 


of theſe according to their power were to make up their 
Tofs > And the loſers were to bear a proportion in the 
ſame, that is to ſay, the firſt loſers, were to Wis a8 much 
_ 35 thoſe why were to make them up: 2 
After this tranſaction, moſt part of theſe that geld 
therein, complied with the courſes of the time, and paid 
the forefaid impoſitions: which occaſioned debates a- 
them that did not comply, for ſome of them ſuſ- 
taining loſs for refuſing to pay: And as upon the one 
hand, it was alledged 2 the loſers, the non-complying 
party, were only alledged to make up their loſs, ſeeing 
x had not freedom do ſeek it from thoſe who had com- 
with the enemy; even ſuppoſe they Rad been wil- 
to pay it, they having broken their engagement: 
2 on the other hand "the pak perſons that complied not, 
and had ſaffered no loſs, alledged they were obliged to 
y only according to what their proportion would have 
1 if the whole of theſe who eatered ine the engage- 
ment had continued firm, - 2 
This buſineſs was ſignified to e meeting, Who 


appointed ſome perſons toendeavour the compoſing there- 


of, but they not getting it done, it was repreſented to 
this meeting; to whoſe determination both parties were 


to ſtand; whereupon they having conſidered, 


' whether the non-=complying party, or theſe wO had 


complyed, ought to make up che loſs: After delibera- 


tion, they concluded (in regard redreſs at the time cbuld 


not be got from the comphers, but left to a more conve- 


 nient{caſon). theſe who had not complied, ſhould make 


up the loſs ſuſtained by thoſe who refuſed to pay the 

foreſaid impoſition ; ſeeing if they failed therein, they | 

woule aſp be ä of cheir n | 4; 
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It was alſo propoſed by. ſome, of the mecting e bc. 
would be the duty of the Unite d Societies, if (as 
to be feared) Gere ſhould be! 2 maflacre by 117 6 
land; and Whether or not, they ſhould gathier raf 
: together for the defence and lafety of their own, their 
wives and children's lives ;' this was condeſcended is "_ 
all to be duty, if it could be gotten done 
Then it was enquired what would be the moſt proba- 
ble way to effectuate it. After deliberation, it was judg- 
ed moſt convenient, that in the caſe foreſaid, every. three 
or four ſocieties lying heareſt together, ſhould appoint 2. 
place moſt fit for à meeting; as allo, that here ſhould be a 
place for the whole to conveen at; which after conſider- 
ation was agreed upon, to be at- Carntable : And to the 
end they might be in greater readineſs to come, and fit- 
neſs to defend themſelves when together, it was concludo 
| ed that ſome ſocieties which were, neareſt together, 2 
ſhould meet in ſome convenient place, for learning the 
exerciſe of war, and perſons moſt ſkilled made choice 
of to teach them, untit they come to the public place 
of meeting, and there choice to be made without _ 
lity, of perſons to teach and conduct the reſt. 

It was likewiſe repreſented to the meeting by ſoube, 
that they ade the lively exerciſe DOTS religion was 
much marred through the not-propounding of queſtions, 
and caſes of conſcience at Society Meetings: Which be- 
ing thought by the whole mi to have done much 
hurt, Therefore it was concluded, that every Commiſ- 
ſioner ſhonld ſhow this to their ſociety, that it YI ve. 
helped in time coming. 

It was alſo enquired by ſome, if the. PS of 8 
ſtood yet, in its binding force; to which was anſwered; 
it did. However it was thought expedient to alter ſome 
words therein, viz. in place of indirely; to put in wit- 
tingly and willingly. And theſe words from <whom 
T am eommiſſionated, to be put out; and inſtead thereof, 
except it be to friends. At this time there were {ome per- 
ſons taken engaged to the ſaid oath. 

Moreover it was propoſed by ſome, that! it ſcemed ne⸗ 
ceffary to have a word, among all theſe joined in ſociety; 
if the meeting could e upon it ; ta the end that 
| theſe who are wandering through the country, might 

know one another: And for preventing the, making 
known what was among us, to perſons wandering, but 

not in ſociety z which being done, tho? not wittingly, 
: might do hurt in this juncture. After deliberation this 


was 
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4 was thought fit to be done. Whereupon it 128 agreed 

dy the Preſes, and one fitting next him told che 85 

| __ fanie e anden and to ' went through 85 hole p Tt; 

a NES privately. "THis being dane, the Pref. 

e/enquired, i they were alt content with the word, ö 

(chich was KeforuaTtoN) ; it was anfwered they were... 

Then every Commiſſioner Was 5 deſired to impart it to che 

he came from. 1 
"Vina ally it was concluded that the ad of March, ſhould 

be Rept 28 à alt by all our ſocieties, upon the Accovnt 

of cur mer abuſe and neglect of the goſpel. And al- 

{6 to intreat of the Lord that whatſoever e might 

accept of the call, might do it from a right e 

and alſo have e _ in the fame. | 
Likewiſe that the 5th'of April may be obſerved. as 2 
faſt upom theſe code! Arſt to mourn for the ſeveral 

_ jarrs r have been among ws: Alfo to ſeek light and 

_ direction How to carry anent matters againſt the next 
_—_— Which Was to meet upon the 2d of * at, 


— — "OP wis parted and Hoh” part gone a 

- Httle diſtame from the place, a young man, 85 had 

cone out of Blinburgh with letters from friends abroad, 

mer {ine of then; upon which, all that could be got- 

3 ten together of them, were called together again, before 
i whom the letters were read; and after deliberation con- 
he fame, it wis refblved- that Robert Good- 

wine, arenen Gordon, John Stich, William Nairn, 
u homes: Lining ſhould anfwer the ſaid letters, and 
therein deſire Earlſtoun to return to this land againſt the 
adde of April next; in regard that ſeveral weighty als 

fairs called for his opt rigs at the 8 ad 
ie by 


— 
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r cafe of dhe d S ſince the laſt meeting was 

much Hke as it was before it, enemies went on in proſe- 
citing their wicked” deſigns, and cruelly perſecuting all 
diſſenters, and in particular the Societies. The laſt meet- 
ing being got notice of hy the enemy, a party of enraged 
foldiers came preſently out and ſpoiled the houſe, where 
it was kept, and apprehended ſome perſons in the coun- 

try. But albeit perſecution be unpleaſant to fleſh and 

- blood, yet it would have been eaſier and lighter to the 

; Socieries, if they had not, had other things in their 

cup, which made it more bitter. Upon the one hand 


they 
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they wanted the benefit of "the"goſpel;; "F ej, nl 
whefeof,” being an invſpeakdble advantage, and wil . 
reikoned to be ſo by every one who Have gt the bleffing 
thereof, even though it fhould be with tx geril ofitheir” 
lives: And upon the other hand heing before hand called 
Schiſmatics and Separatiſts, for hate withdrawing 
that broken and declining ftate of the church, from fe. 
vera miniſters guilty of defection: And nom after tlie 
las- meeting more m frepreſented by ſome on the account 2 
| of the call. = +22 # : E833; | ; 2 l ä iy 4 
INIT LYLE n. : 515 1966»; e 64208 3 WH m . 13 
| Acun bub to the appointment of t e laſt male: 
a General Meeting met at Carntable, upon the 2d day 
of May, 1683. After prayer, and modelling of the 
nieeting,” the reſolutions of the! former meeting were 
read and approven: But in regard Eartftoun (according 
to the deſire. of the meeting) was to comte to this land,” 
N. the time, at Edinburgh. It was thought 579 


C 


and \ 2 
fit and expedient, te go there and keep the meeting, . | 
that they might have Him with them; whereupon it W = 
agreed that the fame. ſhould be at Edinburgh, upon the 3 
8th W "OOTY: at nigh ty and thereafter this! is mecking x parted. - 3 


lee 0 
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Gr: to ney gene ef the Se 
Meeting met at Edinburgh upon the gth of May. Af. 
ter prayer, Alexnnadr i. Gordon” of 3 being pres 
ſent, ave them a filFatcount of Mis diligence abroad. 
And were extradrdinarily well ſatisfied with all 3s. 9 
procesdiſigs, as having a manifeſt tendeney to the glory: - — 5 oo 
of God, and the good of the Remnant. And in ie 
dence of their ſatisfaction, he was continued to go fur- 
ther on in his commiſſion.” There were ſeveral things ih 
ſpoken of, and ſomè reſolutions agreed upon, an account f 
of which ſhall be here related. ' - 
J, It was reſolved that a conjunct ohni mod „„ 
be drawn, including Alexanter Gordon, with Nobert Ha- 4 
milton that they might go further abroad,” to give infor- 
mation of our ſtate and condition to vihet Proteſtan SI 
churches. ' And alfo à particular commiſſion,” to each of 
them, in caſe it ſhould: be needful that they went not. "I 
gether: And one, er hot to return when 3 3 
Jared; providing the ved a call from the meet:. 
g; for that effect. *. commiſſions being dra vn up. | 2 


Vere? with ſome papers, delivered to Eorſuun; —_— . 3 
preſently aſter ä took Journey * Nemcaftle; a; | 3 
1 | 
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and having agreed with the maſter, of a thip, for. his 
voyage to Holland, juſt as the ſhip was ſetting out from 
Tyne-mouthy it was accidently ſtopt, and ſome. waiters 


coming aboard, Eariſtoun and Edward Aitken (who was 
along with him) were challenged, by them; and they 


S to be in danger, and fearing the 


ure of the: papers which Ear/foun had, threw. them 


o 


coder board, to the end they might fink, but the box in 


which they. were, floating, were ſoon taken up. A- 
mong which, were the foreſaĩd commiſſions. Upon 


this, they were both apprehended, and carried priſoners 
to Neucaſtie, and put in Newgate, and thereafter brought 
to Scotland. IRE | 


— 


_ _ 2dly, It was reſolved by the meeting, that Michael 


Sbieldr ſhould fray at Edinburgh, and wait for letters 


from the poſt-houſe, which might be ſent from friends 
Abroad s and write any convenient anſwers to chem, that 
ſhould. be requiſite for him to do: And it was reſolved 


that Tamas Lining ſhould wait upon the more public 
_ meetings, and tranſlate any letters that ſhould come to 


LN 


them in Latin. 2 8 2 AR 8 4 diols tas 
34% It was reſolved; that Mr. John Binning pple 
be deſired to wait upon a ſchool, for teaching ſome 


Jung mens, and for his pains he was to have twenty-five 


pounds Scots per gugrter. Theſe named at the meeting, 


exe John Williamſon, James Bool,-Jobg, Dick, Bnia- 


„ junr.. Edward Aitken, 


un Hall, Gavin Wotherſpoon, Ward , Aitks 
1 þn Dalglezth, David Gibſon, John Camphcl, and Robert 


Millar. According to this reſolution, Mr. Binning did 
teach Latin 10 fame of theſe young men for ſome; time. 


4%, It was in like manner reſolved by them, upon 
the account of the deſigns of ſome, and the rathneis. of 


"a 
* 
_— 


others, that no-perſons (of our ſocieties) thould draw to- 


* 


gether in a public manner of riſing in arms, except it be 


lor neceſſary ſelf-defence, and deliverance of our bre- 


thren, becauſe thereby we could do nothing but render 


ourſelves a prey to the enemy, if not a marr to the Lord's 


work, and this was alſo tac ind of friends both at 
_ -- ome, and abroad, until the Lord by bis word and Spi- 
- Fit, ſhould give us and them further light therein. Ihe 


end of this refolution was to put a top to the raſhneſs 


to appear in arms, of ſome perſons in our ſocigties,.who | 


-had ſhown much forwardneſs in that matter beforc, 
which would have b in that juncture, to the expoſ- 
ing of them. and othẽ 


to the fury of-the enemy, As 


alſo, 


4. 


GCeheral Meeting, _— Bhs: + - 9 
alſo, I there had been a public Ting in arts Againſt the | 
preſent evil government, 4 was then api Would 
be, with which, the ſocleties would have Been follcited 
to concur; 'a ſtop would be put to the raſſi àppes 
any of chem, and to their joining with ſuch with whom ve 
could not afſociatè; of whom there wonld kave been not 
few. But as the ſocieties wert reſolved to | oppoſe the 
common enemy; ſo in doing of it, it was their deſtre 
that it ſhould be with common Kenne unanimity, and 
ee finful aſſociations. 


ee A pgper was agreed unto by this meeting, =) 
taining the reaſons of ſeveral of our actions, which was 
intended to be given in'ts the Confederators, wherein is 
ſomewhat” of our mind agtfit, anda proteſtation aan 
their finful aſſociations. That which gave the riſe; 
occaſton to this reſolution, Was this $ oe Was a fea ; 
carrying on againſt the preſent tyranmeal honktnincht, 
by ſeyeral perſons in both kingdoms. And the ſocieties 
were hot againſt the oppoſing, and endeayouring | to.0- 
verturn the faid tyranny: Vet they were paint that 
iſcuous affociation with men of Blood, profaußt 
and malignancy, as allo with Seckarians, Khich was at 
that time on foot for effęctuating thereof, Whereupon | 
knowing that their concarretice would be dehired in the. 
- 9 they thought it nereffüry 16 draw u up 
, to thew their fund concerning; and Wikr 
1 Hnfal affoelation . As like wife to take occalion, 
erein, to vindicate a little, ſome of our former 7 
which were much condemned. Which paper was 8 
to Earlſtoun, that he might have e rel it 8 85 
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L perſons at London, concerned in the 3 . ©" — 
. ſo it might have been made publie; but when tha | 3 
- tleman was apprehended, it was ſeized among t! the hog bu 7, 2 
. the Papers: A true copy of which follows, "DE" Io 3 4 
- : The abe uf ths folſernge and” afting e 

J (thongh greatly reproached, an@*perſccuted) "Pre 

t »; beterian, AntizPrelatick, Aber alta Fafty 1 in 

= "= Scovt ann. e . "YI r 
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, 5 ae eibles ano, practices of the far greateſt buchte 5 dit | 

= ve. of ſix y=ars therealiet ; as they ——— &; 

6 ing rel nquim d their former principles : it muſt therefore de the 


d ny of every one to judge, whether their former, or later prins 
„ ciples and practices be mit agreeable to the word of aged 
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A WE cannot but ſadly regret in the very entry, the 

3 : occaſions of ſuch vindications, as We are forced to make 
| nn this critical age, wherein for the. moſt] part, all true 
5 avg of government and religion are like to be over- 
:* And when an; are contending for theſe, they 

are kao ARE ne branded as enemies to government and 
magiſtracy, une of the moſt excellent ordinances of God, 
when kept within its due bounds and limits ſet down by 
him in his word; and when made uſe of for the ends 
propofed therein. This we ſay we have reaſon to re- 
1 vet it ought not to diſcourage any, or deter them 
m that which we are bound unto; although many 

| have been whedled out of both reaſon and religion, yet 

this makes us put pen to paper, that thereby theſe who 

are honeſtly principled as to boch , may be ſtrengthened, 
and we vindicated 1 So that when the grounds are laid 
5 down, and p ocedures. laid to the rule, it may be ſeen 
bil whoſe coprles are moſt aberrant, or differing therefrom. 
1 Therefore we ſhall touch upon ſome of cheſo de 

1 which are moſt carped at by-our enemies 

, The firſt grand buſineſs is the caſting off che 'Ty- 
rant's authority, and the power to middle therewith,” 
and what a len oth we ſtretch that power: As for the 
manner of the - ©" thereof, it is narrated in the La- 
0 Declaration, ſo we ſhall not touch thereon, but as 
ble ſnall narrate ſomewhat. of the grounds upon 

which we walked, .- Firſt, it is an undoubted principle a- 
mongſt all ſtates- men, that in a general defection, theſe 
who in that nation adheres cloſeſt to the ancient laws, 
Uberties, and conſtitutions, are the trueſt and moſt fre- 
horn ſubjects ; for laws, being made for the government 
of the whole- nation, every member within the ſame, 
2 Princes people are equally obliged; thereto, and in all 
A eaches upon either hand recourſe. muſt be had to the 
1 le. This is net denied by any found ſtates- men, and con- 
muasicded by none, Barclay and other court Paraſites ex- 
cepted ; Yea it is ſo clear, that nature taught Heathens 
themſelyes, from whom we have our civil laws, that they 

er gave their princes more, yea the princes them- 

ſelyes required no more, but thought it their ꝑreateſt 
Honour to be ſubject to the laws, as can be clearly ſeen 

in the whole body of the civil law. But why ould we 

0 this far? lil at were not to anſwer ſuch quibblers in 
mn 08 borif we look the © EIT ſet hats 
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the oppoſing of them, and revolting from under them, 
are approven by God; and where they were not revoked 


from, nor. teſtified againſt, but joined with, and homo- 


logate ; we find at ſuch times their ſins charged upon che 
people, and the people plagued therefore 


© This being contidered, gave ſufficient ground to us 


in the moſt legal and public way poſſible ; that as our 


ſin was public, our contrary teſtimony might be alſo | 


public) this, we ſay, gave thę occaſion to us ta teſtify 


againft, ref, and reject the authority, the exerciſe df 
which was tyranny, oppreſſion and uſurpation, in mat- 


ters ciyil and cceleſiaſtic, as we have done by dur decla- 
rations and teſtimonies. But whereas ſome are pleaſed 
to ſay that we aſſume the legiſlative power of the nation, 
and the power of Parliaments to us. We declare, all 
that we have done, or are doing in that kind, is but 
merely to make our teſtimony and procedure againſt the 


preſent courſe of affairs: more legal and ſtrong ʒ that aa 


we have had an eminent and public hand in the ſin, and 
ſetting. up the idol af jealouſy, fo we may have an em- 
nent and public hand in pulling of it down : And when 


it thall pleaſe the Lord to ſend us well- conſtitute judiga- FE 
_ tories, we ſhall deſire to have, or aſſume no more bur 


our privileges, in our places and ſtatjons, as free bonn 
ſu bete , t to e e get Food b Ny 
Secondly, As to the grounds of our nat joining with 


miniſters and profeſſors, or others, who have made de be 
tection, we have much to ſay, which would be tedibus 


and rather the work of a volume, than or ſuch a paper ; 


but we think they may be very cafily reduced to th 


rule, which was our ancient rule all along, and ought 


ſtill to continue yet: When joining with perſons in the 


, Exerciſe. of worſhip or otherwiſe, implies zhomologating 
of, or joining with the public ſins whereof they are 
guilty, there we ought to foot a ſtand, and not to join, 


becauſe the joining is tainted with their guilt, and ſo ſin- 
ful; for no fin ought to be joined with, but avoided: 
ot homologate, nor can no-ways be 


But where it does 


E 1 r 3 
-* They who would fee this proved, may conſult Tad let 
looſe, and others, 
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by God in his word, we will find all alongſt that the 
laws are to be the ſupreme judge, whereby the actions 
of both magiſtrates and people aro to he judged ʒ d 
where magiſtrates and rulers walked contrary; thereto, 
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eainted with tlie kailt, —— wee: ue to Join- 
Der. — — Stow ay to retort upon the heads of our ad- 
NES ory ps and not we; 4 
nders wo e that 
Aeſerve at name. ee — 
_—_— > 2 on of Reformation, - 
and particular our covenants. and late public declarati- 
ons, and r teſtimonies on ſcaffolds, a teſt, or 
mark whereby we may know one another, we eſteem 
durſelves to have :good ground ſo to do; for the work 
of reformation, and the ſeveral eps thereof, from Po- 
Pery to this day, are ſuch a linked chain, chat there are 
none that can diſoun the teſtimonies of our martyrs, ei- 
ther former or latter, (being conſidered, Every. one Ac» 
cording to the particular times and ſeaſons: when, and 
difpenfations under which were given) but he muſt 
. <ertainlydiſown the whole; for it hath pleaſed the Lord 
x0-make their train run all one way, and rnit croſs to 
one anather-;+ ; whereby it may be evident den that 
3 have been all dicta:ed by one ſpirit. Always here- 
— — geclaring, we own; only the true teſtimonies, ex- 
ſorne paxticular teſtimonies vitiate by Gib and o- 
hers, 1 eY 1 on the one hand as well 
us on the other: Thoſe, we fay, being excluded, we 
Kno nothing, nor defire to own nothing that is contra- 
y to ſcripture and ſound reaſon, 
Faiythly, We know likewiſe, that it hath b been ſery- 
pled at, our refuſing to join iſſue and intereſt, or in arms 
with a malignant party, carrying on malignant deſigns ; 
| however under cunningly buſked colours and pretexts, 
which when ſearched; are, and have been found out to 
de but meer cheating or betraying che trus cauſe of Gol 
"= land, as we have by ſad experience found and 
| rted for; for we never yet took in, or ſtrove to con- 
wire at, or palliate that malignant intereſt, but the 
Led ſhewed evident marks againft, us: and they ere 
fo dearly confuted by the paſſage of Jehoſbaphat, and mo- 
ny other paſſages in ſcripture, that we need not take 
great pains to ftrike that nail to the head; for out re- 
monſtrances, My. Gilleſpie, and many others, have redd 
g I marches ſo well, that they have left nothing for us to 
do, but to put our ſeals tu what they Rave left on re- 
cord: Neither are we looking for, or expecting an army 
all of ſaints, for there, will be tares among the wheat, 
But 4 
while the time of reaping rome: 5 * if % enge 
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Lord's fo eminently diſcharging) take in the Canaanites, 
into our boſoms, Who have made thou inlet che, ard; . 

ſcourges in dun file t If we (we ſuy) Hell confederate 
with theſe, and give them places of truſt and office with: 
us, whom he bas ſo, eminently; appeared againſt, we can», 
not expect hut he will whip: us with taws of o own: 
making, ſinece we will not follow his methef. And © 
deſire to ſhe Wall the lovers of Aon, that wholoerer, con- 
federates with theſe men of blood and bloody practices, 
we haye juſt ground to fear that the helpers and the hel- 
pen will fall together; and we deſite to teſtify/againſtall 
{ach confederacies and affyciations, in the name of che 
once glorious church of Scotland, e none gf 
her principles, to take in mer; againſt whom the: fand 
of juſtice ſhould have free cure. Thereſpre whatever: 
thall be ated or done by ſuch confederacies or hei. 
00s, that no churches, neither foreign nor neighbaur- 
ing, attribute or aſcribe the ſame to the ttus church and 
nation of Scotland, wWhoſe laws both of church and fixes; 
being fo juſt, as that they cauld not admit them te le., 
much leſs to rule or officiate, beg men of: ick. 
- practices, deſtructive not only td religion, but cim 
ben d e e 9:3 EO Gr 
Eorſſtons brought two letters from Mr. Wilfſam Per 
kel, directed to the "ſocieties, : one of tbem dated, Fel. | 
19th,; the other, Marob rA 683, Both Which, he- 
ing written in Latin were tranſlated irrto Engliſh, and | 
read at this meuting, to which they were agceptableiahd. Þ 
encouraging ; and it was thought ſit by them; to wales 
ſcribed, was given to Eurgſfæun, tat he might Cann. 
it to Mr. Brackel, but the fame wüs ſeized on. W mo 
Earifloun was; apprehended, with ſeveral othet . 
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| . However, 2 true copy hereof follows 3 a8 alſo 3 part. 

of Mr, Brackel's letter, dated - February igt, the ane 

being ſuitable to the condition af thete peaple to whom 

he wrote 3 which I haye thought fit fir to {et damn, 

and then the letter by the meeting td bin. 
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T is not only come to my ess that ye wrote, -t. 
1 ſent to me a letter ot anſwer, but ao a copy of it is f 
n CEP | come 
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come to my hand; but where ztſelf fucks, or —. 


nee Ino nbt- rr: „ 
It rejoiceth my foul: e cd know hour affairs both | 
7 


E forefaid copy, and 
cally the miraculous divine protection of you makes 
me both greatly to admire and rejoice; who being cou- 
* ragious and buſied in your convention, by taking a care 
of your charch-afairs, did ſee the cruel enemies even 
threatening death, ſeeking you, even compaſſing about 
the houſe, Bricken with a certain 2 Wagen 
that they could not enter. 

How admirable are the works of God tides wid ear- 
chable i is his deep goodneſs"! truly we find that he hath 
favour and mercy towards his ſaints, and perpetual care 
towards the elect; truly he is a fiery wall about Jeruſalem, 
and his angels compaſs about thoſe-that fear him, and de- 
Hvers them. He that ſits under the covert of the Moſt 
| High, ſhall lodge under the ſhadow of him that is ornni- 
potent. Let praiſe and glory be ſung to dur Lord, by 
all who hear theſe things, both angels and men. It is 
_ needfal that this experience of the moſt efficacious pre- 
. Fence of God ſhould ſtrengthen! your confidence; that 
he who delivered you out of the mouth of bear and non, 
fall alſe in the time to come deliver you'from all dan- 

that Hall fall in your lot; to the glory of his wal- 


ers | 
 ted-for*divine'defence. ' But if God ſhould ſuffer. this 
 exithat man, or even many, to fall intò the hands of e- 


meies, or rather that he himſelf ſhould gve them; by 
this ye ſhall be taught experience, that that as not 
out -becauſe of the defect of divine protection, but 


at God has called chem out, name by name; for a teſ- 
" Umony of himſelf; yea, although 


they ſhould ſcem to 
die in the eyes of enemies, and their end to be an igno- 
mintous affliction, yet they, Tay, go away in peace, and 


_ "Ss crowned with a joyful crown and immortality. Nei- 
ther are the martyrs of the church of Scotland killed, that 


it may be extirpate, but that it may be builded; for the 
hood of the martyrs is the ſeed of the church: the church 
was founded by blood, and it grew by blood. The more 
cruelly Pharaoh opprefſed the peop 5 of God, the more 
fertilely they were multiplied. © We are very deſirous of 
the coming of the Lord; Taying, we wiſh that/alvation 
may come out of Zion: when ihr Lied Pall turn again we 4 
captivity {4 his 1 cob Mull be glad, and Iſrael all 

rejoice. But let no V's caſt down his heart, * 
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Gals anly trying your patience ; he is alſo making our 


way plain, and a wa to himſelf, to his greater glory in 
all PRI Would 1 mars rd ker had been 


delivered out of leſs, oppreſſion, in Egypt? Was re 


deliverance. the more glorious, the beavier th 


on was P Wait therefore fo for the ſalvation. of the "nr wel 
be which he hoth laid up for; 


how great. ſhall fe 
them that fear n he hath prepared for thaſe 


that betake —— ves to him, before the ſans of men. 
She w yourſelves. men in the time of diſtreſt. Let him 


that is weak in ſtrength, leaning upon his head, ſay, 1 


am a man of excellent valour. He that hath hath God near 


unto him (as! is made known to you by many, both pub 


lic and private experiences) from no man would fear ei- | 
ther threatenings, fwords or ropes. Learned men, — g 


men, albeit godly, of great name, err in this 


but God hath choſen theſe that were fools in the — | 
ble, 


2s wiſe; thoſe that were weak, as ſtrong ; the i 
and thoſe of no eſteem, that he might bring to diſgrace | 
thoſe who are in honour.” In the mean time, let una- 
nimity, love, fervency of mind, gladneſa 1 in juſtitication 
remain among yon; and out of theſe, 1 and a 
perpetual intercourſe of the ſoul with God. This one 
thing I exhort you, that every one may teach another 
the fathers, mothers, aged and mate learned, may teach 
the little ones, and others who are more. ignorant of the 
way of the Lord, the fundamentals of religion; leſt a- 
ny ſhould periſh: thro? lack ae or leſt PF 
ſhould waver in the truefaith., . .. 

The three ſtudents. choſen by you to the paſtoral "Y 
fice are buſy at their ſtudies; the _—_— We are waiti 


tor: By God's grace we hope een *. the * 


next year, and hear them pr 


Since the time that I have known your eſtate, I have 
judged it neceſſary that certain men, endued with the 


Holy Ghoſt, erm, authority and years, ſhould be cho- g 
ſen for tha paſtoral office, and ſhould be ſent unto. us, 
for the ſpace of one or two months, — kay be 


inſtructed in the method of forming of preachings, and 
ſome other things. Next that they ſhould 1 be examined 
in a lawful way by ſome paſtor in an eccleſiaſtic conven- 


tion, (let not little knowledge dgter any pap}. ey and i * | 


- the name of the Lord ſent unto his. vineyard, and 

confirmed in that office by the impoſition of hands — 
ſo return to you in fuclr a mes of the church. I care 
2 N ; 8 not 


a 


- 
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not much fur the knowledge of — and literal in- 
ſtructiom, although in itſelf, in other” cirtumſtances 1 
think much of it j for not by he defect of Karning, but 
of the Spirit and piety, is the church of Scotland uhr 
into ſo miſerable condition 3 and I think it is not to 
bel reſtored by learning, but by the Spirit and piety. I 
propoſe thir things to You, that y6u may ferioutty con- 
ſider that thing of ſo. great momeit ;; and that ye may 
either do or reſect that as ye ſhall think fit. The Lord 


bea . dene you. And, Tam, * 
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courage us to ſet about the duties of the day, and 
old · on in the way of the Lord. We cannot well ex- 
cuſe our long · filence in not writing to'yon, (unto whom 
we are ſo much obliged) but when we conſider the Grft 
part of your letter, Which contains ſo much of ſelf. de- 
Rial, and a commendation put upon us, far above our 
deſerving, it puts us to a ſtand What to write: And mört 
fo, when we eſſay to put pen to paper; we fee ſo much 
weakneſs in ourſelves, that we fear dur letters (when 
ritten) be little to the edification of either yon or o- 
chers But knowing you to be ſuch, as can paſs by the 
- Inifirtnities of the dh (according tothe extanþle of the 
apoſtle Pau!) together with your- 3 deſire to know 
dux ſtate, Waker us (though . write this line 
ts Feu. We. wrote an anſwer to it bet , and feat it 
by poſt, but we hear the ſame has been intercepted, and 
not come te your hand, but only a copy; we rectived 
allo another letter of the date February 19th, (comforta- 
bie and refreſhing to us indeed) ard your l aſt of the date 
Miareh farb, from Earlfton, one of our konourable 
commiſfioners, whoſe preſence! has not been a Ittle re- 
freſhing to us under our preſent diſtreſſes and labyrinths 
of difficulties ; together with the heatt-comforting and 
hand-ſtrengthening account he has given of the Lord's 
* to us in vur Io condi tian, when e were 
| become 


4+ HE reeeipt of your firſt jetter did not a Iietle 5 


"is — . W 
bechmee granger ang aljens in our mother's heuſe, | 
to raiſe up fathers, brothers and fifters tous n r 
land Who ge ſuch een, 'beirig. fo 
us, by their accepting, and welcoming, of our meſfage; 
and alſo, by their. fatherly care of, and kindneſs t our 
honourable commiſſtoners, and the-ftudents ſent By us; 
and alſo that worthy lady and her children, WhO c 
not get reſt for the ſole af their feet in their own natise 
country. For which, and the like eminent favours we 
acknowledge ourſelves altogether out of a capacity to 
render a recompence, and therefore muſt remaia dez 
tors ; only we deſire to believe, chat our Lord who has 1 
conferred uch favours upam us, will alſorarcomplith His 
ber ge * fe H ibat n 0 6, 0-2 
u in ie name of a rig S man, recti us a igen. | 
— > reward . This. Letter, we Jay, has oceaioned | 
great joy in the hearts all: (eſpecialiy that part hen 
concerns the coming home of the ſtudents) who are tru- 
I longing to hear the found of the feet of | thefe whi | 
bring the.gladaidings of ſalvation. -This is à gronnd'of  * 
encouragement. for us to hope that our God XIA 9 


to covenanted Scotland, to ride proſperouſſy on 
white horſe of the goipel, conquering and t6 conquer 
and to he head and king over his church. We — 
ledge the goodnci N and merey of the Lord in this to De 
very great, in reine mbering au in gur bunu, and in 
| opening-agloor:of. pens. in this manner 4 pratſe and 
og 4% him far it} when all other doors ſeemed to be 
hut, — — failed us upotm the right and left hand; th. 
learn, ws.ndt to look to the hills aud mountains for Tak. 
vation, (which alas we have too» much done) but uit. 
himſelf. O noble exereiſe h to be looking -urits, - and 
depending upon the Lond for all things, both ſpirited = 
end tempagal 3 for what want we but he hath"ts g/]? 
and not only. hath. ta gige, but is willing to gies to 
ſuch as ſcek in gy And alſo we acknowledge the . 
Lord's goodneſs in r vou up tobe inferumental ß 
this, great work, (fo ages 54 ve will not Want. your 18. ; 
ward) and we e greatly indebted te you, 
(much honoured af e e Which, and uo Lora 
favours conferred by you upon des We: give erer 
N vhs SE 
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No we ſhall give you (dear Sir) a 
eaſe = the time. So. might have been 
 faid of this church, that ſbe looked forth ar the morning, 
air as the moon,; clear as the ſun, and terrible as an army 
with banners: We had the light of the glorious goſpel : 
ve were made to drink the pure blood f the grape; and the 
ent of the alien were: made our plowinen' ; we gave away 
- ourſelves in covenant to be the Lords. But alas! we 
. have left 8 we that onte were the head, are 
now become the tail, and theſe to whom we were à ter- 
. For, are become a terror to us: Our crown ir fallen fro: 
. eur head, 29 unto us that wwe have: nned : We have fallen 
by our; iniquity; we have finned away the precious goſ- 
pel, the food of our ſouls; and the bleſſed Comforter 
that ſhould relieve us, is withdrawn: Our enemies are 
ſtrong, and increaſing within and without, and on eve- 
Ty Theſe things ſhould not only be matter of 
__ mourning and lamentation to us before the Lord, but 
even ti all the truly godly who hear of them. There- 
fore we deſire and invite all the lovers of our Lord Je- 

_ Jus Chriſt, not to be among the number of the paſſers- 
bye, and of them that care for none of theſe things; but 
ſincerely to ſympathize with us, and lay out our caſe be- 
re the Lord, and plead with him in our behalf, that 
he would per arz/e and haue merey on Zion, and let the 

Lime to favour her come. O noble work I this cauſe has 

prevailed and will prevail; for all that we have been, are, 
or may be tryſted with from eruel enemies or pretended 

L friends, yet we have no reaſon to complain ; We are pu- 
= iſhed leſs than our iniquity deierves : Why ſhould a liv- 
di man complain, à man fbr the puniſhment of his fins . 
Tea we have ground to ſay, The lines are fallen to us in 
Pleaſant places, we haue a goodly heritage: We are ho- 
nourcd with a noble privilege,” to be counted worthy to 
fuer ſhame and reproach, robbing, ſpoiling and mar- 
tyring for the name of precious CHRIST, whereas 
many have ardently deſired to give a proof of their love 
this way, and have not obtained it; For well is that word 
made out in our days, He feds none a warfare; upon their 
own charges, Why ſhould we fear, ſince he hath pro- 
miſed to he with us both in the fire and in the water? 
Who would not ſuffer with him that they may reign with 
him ? Since there is a croſs laid down at every one's 
door by our Lord, why ſhpuld we not take it up, and 
bear it for his fake, and follow him whitherſbever + 


N wn 8 dear 
ma? our light affliftion which 1 vs. but hi fire moment, "avark= 
eth for us a far more exceeding, and eternal 2 of gle- 
_ ry. O! noble, and weighty. crown of glory, that they 
Tho endure to the end get! Here is enough 


and quarrelings with him ; what's che matter, If he he 
glorified Þ Let us die in the faith of it, that he will ave 


trouble, But here is comfort, he ſhall be out 
it, and the yoke-ſhall be broken from off bis 0 and 


* . * 8 8 


we be under perſecution all our days, and though the 


tions, though they ſeem dark: And though he.” 
cauſe us all to fall in the wilderneſs for car, 


a Remnant, in whom he Il be glorified, and a ſeed to 


This is indeed an ef e even 2 toe of Jack 


his bands will be burſt; and ſtrangers Thall no more 


themſelves of him, And though it be {aid at this time. 
that Zion is an gut-caſt,, whom no man Tceketh after, 


yet our Lord has promiſed ig reſtore health unto her, 
and heal her of her wounds. - And we may ſay, to the 


commendation of his grace, he bath nor left us co 


leſs, for he is pleaſed to go e ph the fire, = 


wondrous Ke the Lord hath ſhown.to, ug, and am 
us, chat there need none be afraid to Venture upon 


lite, or worle ſufferings than theſe Which we haye : —4 
and are put to, ſince we can ſay it now from experience, 


that he bears us and our burdens both. And we defire 


A 


yoke of opprethon, be wreathed:faſter about our necks: 
It ſets us 28 be ſilent, and not to quarrel. at his f 


2 | 


ferve bio juan, and Bat hg Wil we and fu | 
among t nem,” 


through the Waters, ſo 1 we might could either 
write, or ſpeak) invite a 5 come l hold what 


to put a blank in his hand for the future, and Tay, A- 


men, to it, if he {ee it fit, for the further manifeſfatiqn 
of the glory of his free grace, and power, to heat our 


furnace yet lever times hotter, if one, like the. Son of 


man be with us it it, we have enough. 


And dear Sir, ſince your letters hitherto, have —5ĩ— 
ſo refreſhing and comfortable, 1 in our ſorrowful and dif- 
treſſed caſe; we hope ye will yet be pleaſed to confer 
that favour upon us, as to write, and let us, "hear from 
you, both for counſel, and encouragement, for we are 


hopeful the more that ye give of my * ye. hall 18t 
Wer * L 80 12 i 
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-- count, 
? N Eno: ime fell — 8 — — 4 wi 
, which wis 110 little AN to the Yate So- 
e not only upon che aecdint bt che loſs o ſuch a 
c worthy gentleman, but ald for the ſeigüte of the Papers 
that Were drawn u p, and agrecd t + at the Taft meeting: 4 
'Whereby enemies eame to the owledge of what was 
3 x hers ME OD was put to being Abroad, for 
end related above; "ant thqugh fame endeavours 
, * m for his dale, gut of the hands of his EnNC- 


mies, yet it proved renal, and econ! &d a; „ 
eke g e 5 wi 


 Acconvinc to the a Wee tent N the meeting & be- 
a General Meeting did Fees) at Fo EY ie upon 
1ſt of 5 55 Aer prayer, and modelling 


hat was done by the 
on ſowe We as 


1. was reſolved by thi ee that 2 com on 
Fa. be drawn, ſubſcribed, and fent to Ar. Robert 
"Hamilton, then at Leewurden, to the end he a in- 
form Proteſtant re n, abr bad of, our ſtate 
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commiſpon to himy which was ſent with/ [Ep os 2 2 


he being apprebended, re er with” _ 


apers: 1 = y TG to. 
. the caſe they were c — Abo, n 
their ſad and. afMited! eaſe made known tb 0 wn W 
teſtant churches; is the end Whey fight get Hel Ne. 
thy) thougbt fit that a new, dne Thowuld' be dran — 
which was done and ſents © And it differed norhi nothing from 
the former ſave as to time and place 
Likewiſe they agreed upon a letter to Me . 
which was atcordingly' drawn up, and feht with . 
W * A true cop of pick here follows. . 
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Auch Honterel as Werthy „ fie 2! n 
E are much concerned with vou, 4 4 . 
reaſon to be, becauſe” we Are ſetifible of your 
abox nad pains, which you have been, and art yet at, in 
giving true information of EIS ſtate of the Lords 'quar-, ty 

rel, which we defire through'- God's ſtreugth t en. 
And for the better carry w, of \which, we Have op; 
deſcended upon 2 Feel rs 4 t6uiraiRon” to Fou, that 
— 1 ye have been e pe 15 truth 
ready; ſo the glory of Cod, and his public Wet e b, 
ſecuted) quattely may be 19 75 2 on 28 7 
lands, aud ugh be employet nean in that or, 
regt for alt it be a hea bras i elt Yes Four 
God, and our is allle ſafficiently to fit ane Na N 
you, and A! ator For ortors % cally org | 
a work and fervice, by tivity full expetices'ts all his lere 
rants, and a back — the burn ſo we declare that 
mot lives lend us to this, büit principally the further p Oper, | 
gation of the glory of God. And dip act, an 2 
on, whatfoever work of rhisature, the Lord all put 
your hand, as he ſhall enlighiten you, according 2 | bes 
word, 2nil pive ſacceſsIn 95 where ve ſhall travel. 
Worthy vir, the carkying on of this, is unariimonſly., 
deſired by your friends, and you. to be ehployed as by 
inſtromentthercin. © 1 
Much honoured Sir, This commifiien was by the laſt 
metting' ordained to be drawn. up, _—_ r 
was done, fubſeribedt, and fent by the had of you you 
vourable and dear brother, now in bonds“ for Chriſt. 
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- But the Lord who orders all things well, permitted the 
fame, with ſeveral other papers, to fall into the hands 
af his enemies: And as to the giving of a new one, it 
could not be done until this meeting: ſo they declare 
their adherence to their former reſdlutions, and have 
ſent you this commiſſion, written and ſubſcribed in parch- 
ment; differing nothing from the former, : 
We received. a letter from you, of the date May 24th 
Hſt, wherein we ſee matter of rejoicing, and alſo of ſor- 
row. As we have reaſon upon this account to rejoice 
and be glad, yea to ſing, and give praiſe to our God, 
who is making himſelf known as ſuch, and his glorious 
attributes of power, faithfulneſs, mercy, c. to ſhine, 
min carrying on his noble cauſe, over the belly of ſo great 
difficulties, and owning his people ſo, in the managing 
thereof: Jen the many ſtops that were put in the way of 
our dear friend's (now Chriſt's ambaſſador's) ordination, 
makes us hope that he is a poliſhed ſhaft in our Lord's 
quiver, and a 7o/ep/ againſt whom the archers have ſore- 
ty ſhot, and have not prevailed, and we hope will not. 
So, we have alſo reaſon. and ground of ſorrow and la- 
mentation, upon. the account of the carriage of theſe 
two young men; but what ſhall we ſay, but ſtand till 
and behold the woudrous works of our God, who is even 
fitting as a refiner and purifier -of ſilver, purifying the 
ſons of Levi. It becomes us therefore to be content, 
though but a third part come through the fire, ſince it. is 
bimſelf, who is maſter of the work: it is like they will be 
coftly flonet, and hewed flones, whom our Lord will make 
ule of, to lay the foundation of his ſecond temple in 
As to that part of your letter, anent writing, a proteſ- 
tation againſt the Scots church at Rotterdam: the ſame 
is thought duty: And it is concluded that you are the 
fitteſt perſon to draw up the fame ; ſo you are humbly 
defired to do it, and ſend the fame over with the bear- 
er to the next meeting, to be by them conſidered. As 
to other things treated of at this time, the bearer will 
ſufficiently acquaint you, to whoſe information we re- 
fer you. . 


* 


The meeting has deſired me to acquaint you thus far, 
in their name. So wiſhing you all happineſs in the 
r 1 ö 5 
: much honoured Sir, 
your moſt humble Servant. 
MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


Mr. Robert Hamilton's Letter, &c. 81. 
p. S. FritnDs in Glaſgow defired me to write to 
you, to ſend them notice what is become of the 
book of Mr. Cargils, and Mr. Cameron's ſermons; 
if it be corrected, and put to the preſs. And that 
they have another book to be ſent, wherein are 
many choice heads of copied ſermons from Mr. 
John Welwood's own hand. 


| F m the honourable Mr. Robert Hamilton, to ſome 
Friendt in Scotland. ; 
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4 Leewarden, May 24th, 1683. 


Right honourable and dear Brethren, - 

[THOUGH, as the Lord knows, I have been often 
made to defire and reſolve upon a cottage in the 

wilderneſs, yet it has ſeemed good in his eyes, to have 
me otherways employed, and kept up, not only at home, 
but in all places of my pilgrimage, as a beacon on the 
top of a mountain, aud a witneſs, for his precious and 
honourable cauſe, intereſt and people, againſt all his and 
their enemies, whether country-men or ſtrangers: and, 
however, my real inſufficiency and great emptineſs did 
often terrify and affright me, at firſt ſight, to venture 
upon ſo great and ſo hot encounters, as I have been 
tryſted with; yet he, in his great love and infinite con- 
deſcendency, ſpared no pains, (as forſooth, I have been 
ſomewhat, and could have done ſomething for him) once 
to allure me, and next, as it were, to give my conſent to 
the ſervice. And when he did let me find (Ol wonder 
of wonders !) in ſome meaſure what he would do for his 
own name's ſake, in abundantly furniſhing, wonderful- 
ly leading on, and honourably bringing me off; that, O0 
praiſe to his glorious name ! he made it ofteh, not only 
aſtoniſhing to myſelf, but admirable to onlookers, and 
the greateſt of my enemies : for once having entered and 
got me to a cheerful ſubmiſſion, and rejoicing in his will 
and way, I may ſay, I had often no more ado, but to 
fland flill, and ſee his ſalvation : and though he uſed his 
own way in correcting my untowardneſs and miſbelief ; 
yet, O my friends ! in ſuch a.way, that the world could. 
never diſcern it. O what am I, ſuch a lump of ſin, 
that ever was counted worthy to be ſo dealt with, and 
chaſtiſed with ſuch ſweet, 3 and honourable rods; 

| h | no 


A 
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yp NO leſs than the golden rod. wherewith our lovely Lord, 
heir of the inheritance, was ſtricken with. Conrage, my 
honourable brethren, your chaſings, wanderings fight- 


ings, and contendings for matchleſs, O matchleſs Him! 


cannot but be infinitely more glorious than all the paint- 
ed, crowned vanities of the world: O they bear their re- 
wit with them, that the world knows not of ; and no 
wonder, when dealt out by ſuch a lovely hand, and in 
the fight of ſuch a noble General, who dcals out to every 
man his poſt, and his blows, and furniſhes accordingly; ; 
and is moſt concerned himſelf in the battle, and in the 
carriage. of his own, that they may be all honourable, and 
receive the crown, and the noble preparations of eter- 
nal glory with himſelf through eternity, which he has 
laid up and purchaſed with his own blood. O continue, 
continue to the end; and he and you ſhall once judge 
— tyrants, and the furious bulls of Baſban here below; 

; bays Py katy and ye ſhall get the victory, yea, apd be 
ond conquerors. 

Now, my Chriſtian friends, having this fo noble oc- 


caſion; I could not bat give you ſome tmall account, as 


to the Lord's leading, in and through this great and 
laſt piece of ſervice, not knowing but it may be the laſt 
edition of ſervice to you and the land that ever I ſhall 
be honoured to perform ; ; as alſo, hoping it might be 
for yeur encouraging and ſtrengthening, and a mean to 
endear yon to the bearer. And, I hope, through | the 
grace of God, the great Maſter of the aflemblics, his 
embaſſage and maſter-like furniture, thall be more than 
able to commend himunto you all. And, Lhave been made 
to think, if he might be the firſt ſtone of dur new build- 
ing : and indeed to ſome in this place, his firſt ſe. mon 
was to them, as the laying the foundation of the ſecond 
temple, ugeping and rejoicing. But however it be, I 
hope the Lord ſhall get great glory by it, and yet more 
and more approve, as he hath hitherto done in a won- 
derful way. But, 


As to the Lord's preparing and leading me on to this 


work, it was thus: He hah been pleaſed ſometimes 


(praiſe, O praife to his name!) to condeſcend to me a 


poor worm, to let me ſee ſomething of his ſtately goings 
and managements in this day, as his working out of his 
moſt noble and moſt intricate pieces of ſervice, through 
Poor deſpiſed means and feckleſs inftruments, and that 
both of the miniſters an others; ; as alſo, his meſt glo- 

N rious 
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rious victories obtained of the enemies, when ſeemingly” © © 3 
| they were moſt conquering 3” as alſo, making many as 
prophets in and for his houſe, giving warning of the tri- 
| als that were to come, and partly as come, and of the 
defections, with great bleflings on them that ſhould! 
| faithfully ſtand out; indeed, Balaam-like, the moſt of 
| them, and now, all of them in the enemies camp, are 
| ſtating themſelves as head of the rebels, and chief in the 
| redellion againſt theſe, who through the bleſſing of the 
Lord, took with the warning, and are to this day ſtand- 
ing faithfully to their poſt; as alſo, his making the 
greateſt of our enemies (even when our Eliaſes were tak- 
en N on their dzath-beds, confirming to the rem= _ 
nant in being their own heralds, denouncing the righj- 
teous judgments of God againft themſelves and their 
poſterity ; and in all, vindicating the poor wreſtlin 
remnant, whom they in their health delighted to buteh- 
er, and breathing out their laſt, foretelling the glorious 
days that ſhould be yet in Scetland, with the railing that 
| buried-like cauſe again; as alſo, his righteous judgment, 
and holy juſtice, in taking the diſcipline of his own houſe 
out of the hands of the perfidions ſhepherds, who, at 
their beſt, in a terrible manner miſemployed it. O what 
ſtately goings, doing more as to the diſcovery of jugglers, 
mockers, and hypocrites, than the wit of man could 
have done in a generation; and it is obſervable, that in 
a ſpecial way it reaches theſe who looked upon them- 
ſelves, and would have others to do ſo, as above all re- 
proofs and cenſures; ſo that if any poor thing out of a 
holy zeal and tenderneſs, had but ventured to reprove a 
miniſter, it was as leſe-majeſty, and no more peace for 
them. O then the righteouſneſs of God! let us fall in 
love with it, and his infinite love in managing of that 
which was ſo grievouſly miſmanaged ; and in ſo wealing 
ont our rods, that he that runs may read our ſin in our 
judgment; for how has he ſtirred up one within our- 
ſelves, blaſphemouſly cloathing himſelf with that ſupre- 
macy, to drive out. and puniſh (and he ſhall yet puniſh 
in another way than ever) for that horrid ſupremacy 
that did rage in our beſt times amongit profeſſors, and 
eſpecially miniſters, and this day doth as faſt cleave to G 
them and the generation as ever. O glorious ! O ſtate- 
ly goings! who notwithſtanding that he hides himſelf, 
yet abundantly ſhews that he is God and King of Jacob, 
though riding upon an os, 1 upon a coli the fole of an 
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aſs, yet king of Zion, and maſter of rejoicing to all the 
daughters thereof. O noble ground of rejoicing, when 
he gives out the order, and tunes the inſtrument for 
that effect, when it neither can nor will miſgive. And 
O! unſpeakable love and tenderneſs ! in keeping up hi- 
therto a remnant, witneſſing and contending as nobly 
and valiantly this day as ever; having it to declare be- 
fore the world, that they have hitherto lacked nothing: 
and no wonder, I cannot but think, that in a ſpecial way 
the credit of our Lord, ſo to ſpeak, is engaged for that 
land, and for you, who have ſo eminently ventured ſoul 
and body in his hand. f | 
Now, thus as to his preparing of me; next as to his 
leading of me. *k 3 
When our worthy friend Mr, Renwick came laſt over, 
I was very inquiſitive (being for a long time greatly 
weighted with that buſineſs) to know of two things from 
him. 1, How it was betwixt him and the Lord, as to 
his ſtate and intereſt. 2dly, As to his inward encourage- 
ment and call from the Lord as to his undertaking 1n 
that great work of the miniſtry, To both which I had 
great ſatisfaction from him: as alſo, of his lively uptak- 
- Ings of the Lord's way with his church and people in this 
day, all which were engaging to me, After his parting 
with me, and going to Groningen, I was made to hear, 
as it were continually in my ears, By hom fball Jacob 
ariſe, for he is very ſmall ? Whereyith for a time I was 
greatly weighted, till it pleaſed the Lord, after the ſame 
manner, to give me the other word, as I thought an an- 
ſwer of the former; Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, faith the Lord. And by this the Lord, as it 
were, anew again, let me ſee his glorious and ſtately 
dealings, after the ſame-manner as formerly, viz, his go- 
ing by that which the world calls great parts, learning, 
policy, and worldly wiſdom, and the idols of this gene- 
ration; and not only fo, but has had them, and to this 
day has them, all muſtered againſt him; and O the no- 
ble foils they have gotten already, and that by the world's 
fools, from babes and ſucklings trained up in Chriſt's 
ſchool. While I lay again wonderfully led in, and won- 
dering at theſe things, I received a line from our friend 
Mr. Renwick, with a ſhort account of a notable piece of 
ſoul exerciſe he was in at that preſent, which was after 
this manner. „(To the praiſe of his free grace I muſt 
a N 0 ſpeak 


« ſpeak it) when he helps me either t to pray or meditate, 
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« he is not wanting; ; but in other Fol tk 1 do not find 
« him. However, I think this may be the cauſe of it, 
] cannot win to uſt and keep. . in their own placks: 
« but there are ſome things good in themſelves, and 
« good when made a right uſe of; but to me they are as 
«c Bol; armour to David, I can put them on, but Ican- 
6 not walk with them; and I cannot ſay but I could pe | 
« them on, unleſs I ſhould lie, of the Lord, who, (bleſ- 
« ſed be his name) 123 given me In ſome meaſure, a 


4c diſpoſition.“ 


After the reading over of his letter, 1 wuba my heart 
eatly tyed to him, and was brought into a pleaſant 
| Kors and calmneſs of ſpirit. But again, in two or three: 
days, I was brought into great e ary n for the caſe — | 


the church in general, and more eſpecially for m * 


ther- church; but I thought 1 found always my fo 
ſolution ſounding within me, and that with great power, 
et not ſo as perfectly to calm me; till ſome days after 
Mt Renwick wrote another letter to my ſiſter concernin 
his ſouPs caſe, which I alſo, as the Lord helped me, re- 
turned my thoughts of, And the evening after, Song 
out to walk, I was ſtrongly overpowered with the im- 
preſſion that Mr, Renwick was preſently to be ordained, 
and that I muſt lay out myſelf therein; and as I thou ght, 
wan to great certainty, that whatever difficulties fhould 
be in the way, they ſhould be removed; for he himſelf 
ſhould concern himſelf in it, While thus, [ went to 
our worthy friend Mr. Brackel, and laid out the whole 
caſe to him; who no ſooner heard of it, but was as one 
out of himſelf, with the great ſatisfaction and joy he had 
in it, which helped to my ſtrengthening. Whereupon 
we reſolved to write preſently to Mr. Renwict, anent it, 
and that without the leaſt thoughts or relation to the o- 
ther two; and having but ſmall time, we wrote but in 
ſhort to him; z which letter you may ſee from himſelf, as 
it came to his hands: he ſhewed it to the other two; 


who, on what grounds I know not, reſolved to concern 


themſelves alike in the affair as if the letter had been 
written to all of them. And after ſome days, Mr. Ren- 
wick ſent us a very ſatisfying and refreſhing letter, for 
our encouragement to move further in it; as alſo, the 


other two pretending the ſame clearneſs, wrote to me 
thereanent, which indeed was both ſurpriſing and weighs 


ty to me, on many accounts; for the Lord, from my 
very 


aY "Mr, Robert Hanis Leer. ; 


very arg hegringof them 1. 80h qe in 2.9% ite: eon-⸗ 
tary way as, to them than her; and Wind i 
a nat, and alas for it, N by any” by them, 
türn as they will. 

Now, as to the difcnlties 1 had to wreſtle with, 3nd, 
our Lord's noble managing of his own cauſe, and 
worms concerned in it, it was thus; 1/, Our frien Mr. 

Bracket, had not. only a great, inclination, but told me, 
| the receiving of the ien that he was fully deter- 
| 2 that they ſhould all of them be ordained at Emb- 

which I durſt not conſent to; for the main man 
3 to have the management of it was Cocceian in 
his judgment, tho“ he ſeemingly pretended otherwiſe, 
however 75 could not get him off that. A /zcond reaſon, 
told bim, of my being againſt it, was that ſince the 
724 had moved Groningen to own us, and to ſhew kind- 
neſs to us in our low eſtate, we could not paſs by them, 

without firſt giving them the offer. However, nothing 
could prevail, and we were like to Joſe our friend in it; 
-as alſo, others of my friends at Leewarden, who would 
not condeſcend to let me go from them. Yet I durſt 
pot. yield, neither durſt 1 ſtay, but as I had done form- 
erly, ventured myſelf on my ſweet, rich, and lovely, and 
O kind Lord's hand, who never failed me; yea, was ay 
better than his promiſe ; ; when they ſaw I was coming a- 
way, Mr. Brackel promiſed, to follow me within ſome 
days, and gave me a letter to one of the miniſters, (which 
was all the recommendation I had from men) defiring 
me to deliver it to one of the miniſters at Groningen, pro- 
viding he was any thing-acquainted by friends at Gronin- 
gen of my deſign of coming there; and finding them all - 
| er to it, I reſolved as to my recommendation, to 
caſt myſelf on the Lord, and not to deliver wy letter 
until Mr. Bractel came himſelf, thinking it might be a 
mean to engage him the more for us, When he came, 
I told him my reſolutions as to Embden were the fame as 
formerly, and that I was rather confirmed than altered, 
having got further notice from one of the profeflors in 
the place, that Embden was not ſo pure in ſome things, 
eſpecially as to the magiſtrate's uſurpation, as Groningen ; 
and withal begging he might propole it to the miniſters 
in Groningen, which he did ; who told him, that it 
might be done well, and with great ſecrecy by the pro- 
feſſors of the college, which ſatisfied our friend greatly ; 
0 alone laid down the whole way of it with them, 
| who, 
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"wb Alter his E me of it, d ES out of the 
towa, leaving me to ae what propoſed and 
concluded. * 

But, fore 1 80 fur! er, 1 al give a ſhort account 
of Mr. Flint and Mr. Boyd; 80 5 as IL came. to the 
town, 1 examined all of Gem veratln, but really-T could 
5 Fi no atis faction i in any e of them, fave in our 


Fliut, 1 found him floating and unſtable: as för 
Mr. Hint informed me 2 the reſt very ſadly « of 
kw, 8 of bis untenderneſs in his walk, and unac- 
tednaſa in our caſe; that he was not only 1 ignorant 
E it, but taken up, for the moſt part, with the 
arguments of the 2 nl a defending against his bre- 
tuen: tho? indeed I did meet pubs þ great ply ghana | 
ment, yer, on man accounts it Was trying, an many 
were our fears, ag = 2 acquainting | him with our reſoluti- 
ons, in not letting paſs at the time. However, when 
we wan to be poſitive in it, and ſtated upon ſuch, noble 
grounds, às not daring to lay his houfe with ſuch r, 
De. the Lord removed that difficu ity wonderfull y, and 
3 © Bayd not only ſcemingly 8 to omit, but 
alſo, confirmed others as to their duty in what they had 
done. „Now, I ſay, this bein „ and our worthy 
friend Mr. . of — Lwent tothe chief pro- 
feſſor, and confering of our buſineſs with him, I found 
it could not be done without the concurrence of 2 an 
brother --profelivr of his, who was a profeſſed Cocceian ; z and 
_nling; freedom. with him, to tell him my ſcruples; 
anſwered me, that the other was but 10 examine, and 5 
not lay on hands: I aſked, if it could be done without 
him; who ſaid, no: then I told him poſitively, that we 
could not admit of it, in ſuch a Way; bis DENG PTE 
vi, Cocceiau, was eflential to the ordination. ., 
ing from them, with this. reſolution, to write Sor 
Brackel what was next to be done, and acquaint him 
with che caſe; fo writing to him; he could leg na haz- 
ard in that way: However, if I could not grant it, there 
was a neceſſity yet to reſolve. upon Engbden : and. there 
was a ſtrange providence i in his letter; for in the end of 
it, to make me come over my former ſcruple, he tells 
me, that he could ſore me, unleſs L had a full teſtimo- 
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Vnbden was not the IO that the Lord — to be 
then 


* 88 I. Robert Aude s "Letter 


then calling us unto, ſince we could. no more accept of 
the Cocceians recommendation thin ordination, as it was 
then circumſtantiate. 80 that matters again ſeemed 
worſe than ever, being likely to have hoth Embden and 
the whole profeſſors, and others our friends, againſt us. 
But our Lord was then at hand, who had determined o- 
_ *therwiſe; that when I went again to Mr. Jobanner a 
* Mark, the honeſt profeffor, and to one of the nijfiifters, 
and told them our 2 * and the weightineſs of and 
that there was no other thing before our eyes in it, but 
the glory of God, and durſt do no other way than what 
we had told. 80 begging they would lay it to heart, 
and take it upon them to prevail with the claffis, that 
they would take it in hand, which, to the great admira- 
tion of ſome of us, they undertook moſt willingly, How- 
ever the profeſſor” called for their teſtimonies, (for they 
were to have his alſo to the clafſis} and which was 38. 
ſer rable, all were miffing ſave Mr. RenwicFs, which was 
to the fore by a ſpecial providence; having got it in my 
hand but ſome few days before. When the profeſſor did 
ſee j it, he was willing to take i it off « our hand, but one of 
the miniſters being A 25 preſent, told it would never paſs 
before the claſſis; 565 I told them, that it could not be 
8 expected, confidering the toſſed cafe of our church, that 
it could be in ſuch a drefs and order as otherwiſe were to 
be defired; and the profeſſor owned me, and backed me 
in it. 80 that both faid, fitice it was ſo, they thought 
my teſtimony, with Mr. BrackePs, to the br ty ay un- 
til another was procured, were ſufficient ; which F could 
not ' refuſe; and it was 'of the 'Lord in a ſpecial” Way. 
However, there lay a trial to me in it, which was very 
_ great, viz. to have a ſpecial hand in Mr. Flint's paſſing, 
the teſtimony being laid fo to my door; and conſidering 
how the Lord had led me, and I thought, by all diſpen- 
1 ſations, was even leading me by him; as alſo, from what 
* I was diſcovering in him, it was to me a fore ſtrait; for 
he, on the other hand, was preſſing it violently. Where- 
upon, I went to bim, and ſpake in private to him, an- 
ent the buſineſs, with great tenderneſs, ſignifying the 
weightineſs thereof; as. alſo, how the Lord feemed every 
way to diſcountenance his paſſing 3 for, as to myſelf, I 
told him, I could give him no encouragement to it but 
on the contrary, from the firſt time that I had ſeen him 
and Mr. I I was made to tremble at their coming 0- 
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ber upon fuch a deſign; As ülſp, chat the leber that 


Mr. Byackel and I wrote to Mr. Remwvick was. no ways 


deſigned for him : and alſs of the miſſing of his teſtimo— 
nial. However, I told him, if Re had the Lord's call to 


it, as he wrote to me, theſe might alt be but as trials 
and ſpurs in his way.” However 1 again begged him, as 


he loved his own foul, that he would not verttare on 


ſuch a weighty work raſhly. Notwithſtanding of ald, 


ſaid he would go forward: 80 I, not without great hea. | 


vineſs of mind, was forced to countenance him; and ſo 
going firft to the profeſſor for his teſtimony, I'wrote = 
tor our worthy. Mr. BrackePs, which he preſently, 
moſt chearfully ſent me; after theſe were had; atid the 
day of the claſſis came, being delivered to mem, 
were ſuſtained valid; and after Mr. Fliat had a 


one of the miniſters riſing up, and laying it openly out, 
and then another, alt of them, with tears, cried out, It 
is the: Lord's cauſe, and coſt what it would; if all the 
kings of the earth were againſt it, they would go on int 


wen 
* 
harangue before them, they were ſent out à little, and 
the claſſis taking our cauſe into conſideration, after, fir ſt 


it. And, which is obſervable, one of them aſking, How 


it came we paſſed by the profeſſors, and took not ordi- 


nation from them? another of themſelves roſe up, and 


from that took occaſion to lay out the government and 
diſcipline of our church; and that it was inconſiſtent 


with our noble order to take ſuch a courſe, and that 


we were much to be encouraged for it. Another that 
was 2 depute of the general ſynod; deſired to be 
excuſed, for he ſeared he could not attend, it being ot 
fuck à dance where he lived from che Pie; the reft 


of his brethren, - with tears · in their eyes, food yp, ant 


requeſted that no coſt, pains nor charges might he took= 
ed wth in ſach a noble cauſe ; whereupon he confeffed 
that it was ſo. It being alſo the euſtom of that place, 
that every one that paſſed muſt pay twenty e fer 
the public uſe of the church; the brethren jointl 8 
ed that they would he at all rhe char e themſelves. 

dear friends, praife him! praiſe him! who has * 10 


* 


mindful of us in our low eſtate. And after all this, cal- 


ling them in again, they received them in a moſt friendly -” 


way, as ncver hitherto had been; their injunctions dur 
friend himſelf will ſhow you. But what is alſo remark- 


able, that Mr. lint in bis harangue, gave an open teſti- 


mon againſt all the forms and enormities in their church. 


O wonderful guid.ng and le:d'ng ct the Lord! 4 : | 
M Now, 
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No after all theſe, wondrous ways of the Lord with 


ns, it might have beemexpeRed that we ſhould have been 
more knit to one another, more ſeriqns, tender, and 


zealous than ever. However, on the contrary, Mr. 
Flint ſtrikes in with his old antagoniſt, he had informed 


O againſt, and ſtates himſelf moſt bitterly againft our 


friend Mr. Renwick, to the great grief of friends, and 
ſtumbling of ſtrangers, who were witneſſes to it. When 
it came to my ears, however heavy his carriage was to 
me, eſpecially conſidering the circumſtances, yet Ithought 


it was not without the ſingular providence of God, Who 


had permitted him to kythe and diſcover himſelf before 
he came à greater length: as alſo I thought I had now 
fair grounds to ſtop his going en any further in that ſs 


i 's great a work > fo I ſent for our worthy friend G. H. 


(who has been greatly encouraging to me ſinee he came 


over, and a great help to me) and for Mr. Flint, and in 


all tend to lay it to him what an extraordinary 


work he was about, and how extraordinary his call to 


the land was, and the way of his now deſigning to re- 


turn; and that in all, I thought it required more than 
an ordinary caſe, frame and walk, of which I could fee 
no evidences in him. While I. was to go on in my diſ- 


 eourſe; he interrupted me, falling out in great bitter- 


neſs, declaring he would no more meddle in it; and 
that he was poſitive, that upon no account he would go 


on in the work, nor go home with our friend Mr. Ren- 


wick ; giving theſe for his three unreaſonable reaſons ; 
1. He ſaid, he was ſure he would never agree with him. 
2. Becauſe he faid, He (viz- Mr. Renwick) did read too 
little. 3. Becauſe of his ſpirit of ſupremacy he ſhewed 


in Scotland. I aſked him, why be could not agree with 
him? He could gave no reaſon- As to the ſecond, I 
aſked him, if he did not read, I defired to know low he 


ſpent his time? If in prayer, or meditating, or any o- 
ther way.? He anſwered, he durſt not but think he was 
mueh in that exerciſe. To which I anſwered, theſe 
were the ftudies in this day moſt accompliſhing for e- 
very work, ang eſpecially the work in hand. And for 


his laſt, he cd alſo give no ground for it. After I 


had got this from his own mouth, 'I thought we were 
fairly loofed from doing any more with him, and then 
we ſent for Mr. Renwick, who came; and we gave him 


before Mr. Flint, a relation of what had paſſed; who 
would have paſſed from ſome things that he afferted, 


yet 


— 
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yet adhering to his non-paſſing at that ate i 
a longer time, and another occaſion: ſo having pra 
I again begged him to lay things to heart; how e Lerd | 
was provoked ; and preſſed that whether he ſtaid ar | 
went, they might be as one heart. However, wl | 
went home, he ſignified to all, his reſolutions t E 
and bought books at a ſtrange rate, and fet himſelf = 
learn the Dutch, and went without advertifing any . = 
us, to the Dutch kirk on the Lorg's day, and was pre- 
ſent at all their forms without the leaſt reſentment; all 

ſad tokens. And as before he had joined hand in hand 
with Mr. Boyd againſt Mr. Renwick, now again his paſ- 
ſion tufned into its old channel nt Mr. 9 which 

is wrath-like. 

Now, dear Brethren, 1 Rand aſtoniſhed, and wonder 

how we are now again put to it; for he had received the 
profeſſor's teſtimony, with Mr. BrackePs ; as alſo his be- 

ang before, and haranguing before the claſſis: ſo that it 
threatened no leſs than a ſad blow to all the beginnings 

and after expectations in that place; as alſo to the cauſe 
and whole remnant at home; as alſo to put a ſtop to our 
friend's I This coſt- fore fighting — wreſtling, 
though in Mr. Flint and Mr. Boyd were no more 
concerned in it than no ſuch thing had been; bet on ö 
the contrary, evidenced tolsens of their ſatisfaction with- 
al; as alſo, in cheir expecting a ſtop as to our friends 
paſſing.” At laſt I wrote to Mr. Brackel, advertifing him 

that we thought Mr. Flint could not paſs: and with his 
anſwer Twas yet more diſcouraged than ever, preſſing 

me by all arguments; that he ſhould paſs ; and if he di 
not, how prejudicial it would be to the en and ſuch 
like. Now, (which made our caſe heavier) we durſt not 

vent ourſelves fo freely to ſtrangers as we would, fearing 
the conſequences that might follow. However, tra- 
velling in theſe difficulties until time would ſuffer no 
more delay, che time of ordination being at hand, we 
reſolved to go to the preſes of the claſſis, aod give thern 
notice that M. Hint could not paſs. When he firit 
heard of it, he was greatly diſcouraged, and had this 
word which was obſervable; Sir, he faid, if ye had 
« told me of it but a day ſooner, I could have ſtopped it, 
“and gotten a delay until Mr. Flint was ready, and ful- 
Ay recovered.” (for he himſelf pretended a diſtemper 
of body) I told him, I hoped, he would let it be no 
hinderance to our friend's paſſing ; He objected {og 
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ter in tbe land until he 
let ſomewhat fall of his 


ve fo 
new ſtirs upon us; yet after ſome time laying it before 
the Lord, he was pleaſed to let us ſee that it was but a 
temptation, and that upon no account were we to offer 
him a facrifice of that we could not take to ourſelves. 
After this, all aur fears and ſeruples were removed, and 


chat Mr, Fling was but able to dit on a chair before 
claflis, it would he ſutficient, and he might ſtay af. 


e were recovered. At laſt, I did 
other diſtempers that we feared 
which, when he perceived, he 


* * 


5 were b 8. in bir ; | | 
& = prelently ſatisfied, and undertook. moſt Chriſti- 
du che management of the buſineſs, and that Mr. Ren. 


wick ſhould. be ordained,/...O-wonderful love and condes 


ſcendency! and noble Governor, who can ply, and doth 


ply the hearts of all as he will! Then I went to another 


.. > at the miniſters, who had all along been a great agent in 


the bufineſs, and told him Mr. Niut was reſolved not 
to paſs. He enquired a reaſon; 1 told him, he pretend- 
ed his Eckneſs; he told me, that could be none, for he 
and all the. miniſters and profeſſors of the town ſaw him 
daily on the-ftreets, and but one day before in the public 
college, (Now the ordination was to be the next day) 
Seeing it was fo, I told him the whole account of him, 
which when he heard, he was ſo far from being offend- 


ed, that he adhered to all, and approved of our tender» 
neſs, yet he ſaid, it would greatly reflect upon us, our 


cauſe, and the whole remmant at home; and preſſed, 


that if it were poſſible, he might offer himſelf to the or- 


dination, and then we needed not let him go home until 
mv him accompliſhed. This again began to work 


we fully determined to lay it all on the Lord, and the 


management of events and conſequents on himfelf. 50 
immediately going to Mr, Flint, I defired to know his 
mind; which, he ſaid, was the ſame, not to paſs, or 


go home, After ſome ſpeaking to him, I defired he 


might go to the preſes himſelf, and make his own ex- 
cufe, but not to pretend that which was not, viz. his 
. fickneſs ; which he did, and the preſes accepted of it 
well. O my dear friends, who is te mean, that has ſuch 
2 God for their God! ſo condeſcending, fo loving, fo 
mighty, and ſo powerful, that he can do in heaven and 


earth what he will. There is yet one remarkable trial, 


and honourable outgate that we had, viz. before the or- 


dination; the miniſter had told me that it was impoſſible, 
and could not paſs, without ſubſcribing three 2 ; 
5 f the 


F — Settle. 


the one was, their catechiſmeg-theother ty our irie 
il give you an account of: I defirod to fre-thejr« 
mon, and we find hat there is in it mention of 
forms: ry nt Ys 3 church, — 5. 
told them we diſowned, Were engaged in 
yows to the contrary. - This was again like te ep ailts- 
However, n of them, and gave theme 
account of our Confefſien and Catechiſms and that W § ws 
could ſubſcribe Nome but theſe; which, at laſt; they cons 
dieſcended untog a iog never before heard of in their 
lands, O praiſe at d wender 1 and wonder ant praffe! 
for his yet minding us in our low eſtate, and toncerning 
himſelf in us before 1 Lalſo defired'of them to 
haye liberty, with our friend G. H. brother Mr. 
Cardon, to have acceſs, to be witneſſes to the on 
of the hands of the claſſis, or preſpytery, which 1 
they granted, though not uſed in that place. n 
Now. the day oſ the ordination being — Rats 
wick, with my brother Mr, Gerdem and G. H. came in- | 
to my chamber, but none of the reſt; after prayer we 
went out to the- "church, where the claſs was to hold; 
and walking together in an outer-room there, as we had. 
been defired, until our friend was called in, wich they 
did in a moſt honourable way, not only by the ordinary | 
ſervant, but by one of the brethren miniſters, ®After he 
was in, we returned, and ſpending tome time togeter 
in prayer, we again returned, and about two in the uF-- 
ternoon, (the examination laſting from ten to pwo} bre 
of the oldeſt of the miniſters-was ſent out (as they had 
promiſed) ta call us in, to be witneſſes to the on-laying | 
of the hands: when we came in, the whole of the — 
ſters ſaluted us moſt kindly, affectionately, and friend 
ly; after ſome exhortations, they propoſed to him the 
the ſubſcription,” which they jointly declared to be no- 
thing elſe than the ſubſcribing of our on confeſſion. 
After their reading it over again and again, Mr. Famer 
ſtarted a ſeruple in it, which, through the Lord's bleſ- 
ſing, was both 12: ſonable, and made acceptable to al, A 
and then he ſubſcribed it, Then with prayer they went =» 
about the laying on of the hands; in a moll ſolemn, and 
a moſt tender way; and the whole time our friend was: 
upon bis knees, the moſt of the whole meeting were 
joining with the tears in their eyes. After, he was dey 
ſired by the preſes to take the brethren. by the hand. 
which they all gave him in a moſt affectionate w ay; = 
4 ter 
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b ha! Fae friend 1 Hat a moſt 
ſerious,” grave and taking difcourſe/to the whole claflis, 
and ſo wasrdifmiſſed. , Muhen going out of the. room; 
the preſes called:me, and defired that Mr. Renw¾icl and 
Iwizht dine with the claflis; which we promiſed; and 
eig in amongſt them, they were as brethren at a 
mei every one of them how to expreſs their kindneſs 
te u. The preſes deſired me to ſit on his right hand at 
the head of the table; and after a little fitting, he de- 
clared to me the! great ſatisfaction the whole brethren had 
Had in Mr. Renwick, that they thought, the whole time 
He was befofe them be was ſo filled with the Spirit, that 
his face did ſhine; and that he never had feen ſuch evi- 
dent tokens of the Lord's being with them, as in this af- 
fair all alongſt, and ſo bleſſed and praiſed the Lord for 
what he had ſeen. Then he deſired a relation might be 
given to the brethren ef our cauſe; which I did, both 
of our ſufferings and wreſtlings; who were all ſo affected, 
that ye would have thought, they were both weeping 
and rejoicing; grieving for our caſe, as they ſaid ; and 
rejoicing that the Lord had henoured us in ſuch a noble 
piece of ſervice; promiſſing to mind us both in public 
and private; and alſo offered themſelves anew again for 
the ſame ſervice, whatever might be the hazard. Then 
the preſes told them, that the magiſtrate was uſurping 
ol as much upon them, and there was as great yielding a+ 
mongſt them as in our land; and if they followed not 
our practice, the church wauld be ruined, and they and 
their poſterity cooted out. There was alfo another mi- 
. Niſter who declared, he had been twenty years a miniſter 
in that place, but had never ſeen nor found ſo much of 
the Lord's Spirit, accompanying a work, as that; and 
declared, he would die and live with us. O tune up 
your harps, and ſing praiſes unto him, whoſe mercy en- 
- dureth for ever, and has * yet compathon upon us in 
our low eſtate, 
Now, my honourable rake, here ye have, a ſhort 
account, yet not the hundred fold of what the Lord hath 
done for us in this affair; the bearer, with our dear and 
honoured friend in the Lord, will give you a fuller ac- 
count of matters than I was able i in the time to do, viz. 
G. H. But now, when we thought the battle was fought 
and the ſtorm over, it begun afreſh again upon us from 
another airth, repreſenting itſelf as terrible as any of the 
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t fome Friends in Scotland. 9; ; 
former; though, bleſſed be his name, throught his rich 
bleſſing, we were never once ſuffered to be caſt down at 


the thoughts of it ! and O again admire and wonder!“ 
The morning after the ordination, as I was lying in W W,7 


bed, I received a letter from Mr. Bracke/, wherein © 


gives me an account of a letter fram Holland to Qopthe 
ordination, for he was to recerve a lybel arg 5 = 8 
ſubſcribed by the church of Rotterdam, Mr. Br. M. 
Hog younger, and Mr. Thomas Langlandt, acculing as 
of many terrible things, and ſent me three or four o 
the prime of them, which I have ſent with our friend; 
and withal deſiring me, ſo ſoon as it came to my hands, 
to ſhow his letters tome to the claſſis, and either to vin- 
dicate ourſelves before them, or otherways. to ſtop Mr. 
 Renwick and Mr. Flin?'s ordination; (for then he had 
not known Mr. Flint's determination and ours) and u- 
pon that pretence of Mr. Flint's ſickneſs, the letter was 
ſent by an expreſs to me for its greater haſte, and might 
have come three days ſooner to my hand than it did, but _ 
the Lord in a wonderful way ſtopped it, but what way 
we could never yet learn. O wonderful Counſellor l for 
if it had but come a day ſooner, by all probability it had 
ſtopped our friend”s paſſing, for there had been a.neceſ- _ 
ſity for my ſhewing it to the claſſis; and they could have 
done no other at leaſt, than to have taken it to.conmfider- - 
ation, and to have delayed the diet for that time; but 
O his wifdom! infinite wiſdom and power! After L 
got it, I went to the profeſſors, and miniſters, and 
others of the godty, and gave them a full account of all, 
and of all my letters, who were 2 troubled, but 
juſtified us all in our dealings againſt theſe miniſters, and 
and promifed to own us ih all, and give us an account of 
any informations that ſhould came againſt us; for Mr. 
BrackePs letters told us, they were prefently to write to 
Groningen againſt us, and caute print their accuſations a- 
gainſt us. 80 the Lord was ſtill gracious unto us, in 
keeping us in continual exerciſe, that our dependance 
might be the more on himſelf: for when he had wrought 
for us and broken the firare, we were made to fear Mr. 
Brackel and friends in Friefland ; for in his letters, they 
had promiſed to have their libel ready againſt us at Am- 
flerdam, againft ſuch a day as they named; and Mr. 
Brackel, without acquainting any but one or two, caſts ' 
himſelf to be at Amſterdam the — day, but when he 
came, the libel was not ready, but they would have been 
5 | at 
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* 1 telling it by vord of mouth to bim, but he refuſed to 
Bear them unleſs in writing; and indeed he was wonder. 
b Pe to on the Lord cauſe, and poor: Scat landes 
p 2 en he left them they promiſed to have the 
" Information and libel againſt us at him within four or five 
= But now the time is long over, and there is no 
| "ord: of it And fo ke returned to us all, to the wonder 
af all, N the. Joy of ogy — = friend, and 
Scotlang's iend than ever. 2 me a ſtrange 
That the day before ke, went to their meeting, 
Aewas: walking in his own yard, and there he ſaw a little 
| mall bird hotly purſued by a great hawk, and after ma- 
np toſſings and turnings, the bird at laſt, flies: to him for 
| — and he relieved it, which was borne in upon him 
itt the time: as a lively emblem of ours and the church's 


3 caſe. O praiſe to him ! when we had win to good hopes 
dt that ſtormꝭ being broken, we muſt yet again enter in- 


to another, threatening as terrible as the other. That 
fame, day, in the evening, that I recbived Mr. Brackel's 
letter with the apoſtate miniſters libel, arrive  Fames 
Nuſſel, Patrick Grant and David Robertſon, with full aſ- 
ſurance to ſtop the ordination; but through the Lord's 
goodneſs, they came alſo à day too late, and were diſ- 
„I think, every way; as to that affair I refer 
u wholly to the bearer. They are ſtill ſtaying here, 
| fear their | deſign be not good; and I think, in that 
Place they ſhall have none of gur two, Mr. Hint and Mr. 
— much againſt them. O Lord, give wiſdom, and 
come. yet and be ſeen. O honourable blends, hath he 
not been gloriouſly ſcen in this buſinęſs | 

Now, what can I fay unto you, our engagements are 
„let our thankfulneis be anſwerable; get you the 
goſpel, O the precious goſpel again among you ; hold 
u up by prayer amongſt you ; be more in tenderneſs, 
bumility, watchfulneſs, crying, and wreſtling than ever; 
fot he is a holy and jealous God. O be much for him, 
downright upright for him, coſt what it will; he is 
more than able to bear your charges, on whoſe ſhoulders 

the government is laid. And my poor advice would be, 
That with all hafte you would write to London, diſcharg- 
ing Mr. Niſbet to come here, for his baſe ſitting of time, 
and ſuch ſpecial calls. As alſo to ſend for the two that 


are here; for nov we are keeping {ire in our own boſoms, 


and, if the Lord prevent it not, putting weapons in mad- 


mens hands. As allo, to fect the Lord's mind in ordaining 
of 
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t,among yourſelves. My on 
judgment 2 been, that providing you can find ſuck = 
qualified with holineſs, tenderneſs, examples, as Faul 
ſays of the believers, in worxq in converſation, in ſpixit, 
iu faith and puritys and ſuch as Acts i. 21. which Co 
companied you in your tribulations, and have been wikss 
neſſes ta your contendings and 'wreſtlings, -and/\givel 
proof of their conſtancy and faithfulneſs.” And ind 
that is the way, I chink that would bring in moſt glory 
to our Lord, and which would be much like our cafe; 
and my foul would noft ply, with erery way; for I . 
far from the mind that the Lord will make uſe of learn- 
ing for the building of his houſe again. It is, and has 
been. ſo much boaſted of amongſt us, ſo truſted to, | 
 improveniagainſt our Lord, that, I think, for a time, 
he will put a mark of ignominy upon it, and train up at 
his own ſchool. O my brethren, it is Scotland that muſt | 
make fit for miniſters, elſe here it will never be. 
Ithink ye ſhould ſend over three of the moſt eminent a- 
mong you, with the firſt occaſion, in room of theſe ye 
are to, gall home, that our cauſe may be kept up in 
that college, and ſome to witneſs againſt James Ruſſel, 
and the others, who have ſeated there, or any that may 
oppoſe us. As alſo, letters of thanks. ſhould be written 
to that college, and to the claſſis; as alſo, an approba- 
tion of what they have done. As alſo, a joint declara- 
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tion againſt the church of Rotterdam, firft, for their ſet- 
ting down to the Lord's table a promiſcuous multitude, 
men of blood, that have been at Pentland and Bothwel - 
againſt the Lord; men banded, ceſſed, and what not; 
as alſo, debarring from it ſuch as were faithful, as worthy 
Rathillet, &c. Item, for receiving in amongſt them Mr. 
Fleming, who is rather Charles Stuart's miniſter than 
Chriſt's. As alſo, their eruel dealing and handling of 
their countrymen that came there, who are faithful in 
their day, threatening to ſtarve them out of their con- 
ſciences, notwithſtanding of the large ſupply, they have 
{rom the magiſtrates of that place, for the effect of the 
poor. em, Their taking into their ſeflions, as mem-. 
bers thereof, men void of both principles and tender- 
neſs, and their not exerciſing the diſcipline of our church, 
nor. preaching faithfully againſt the, ſins of our time. As 
alſo, their licenſing all to preach amongſt them, however 
notour for their open defection, and avowed rebellion” 
againſt Chriſt ; ſuch. as 1 devoured the flock oe 7 
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eelng, Aug. 1 1683. 

thoſe in a ſtrange land who ee 

— As alſo, their oper umd prac- 
elves thes day againſt our mo- 


ae Stef. 
their 

bes e 
ther- cHurch, & 8 Re 4, 4.4 8 Ba SY 1s WET 
Ny advice adult be alfa, that your teftimony would 
| x6late of a declaration, er von would ſet out alſo, lay- 
i dut the rebellion all alongſt it, and how they have 
now forfaken Chriſt and the poor remnant ; ſo that if 
ye had the Ocaaſion, ye durſt not further own''thetn ; 
Wot it gut to the churches, that providing any of 
come-by: them, that they or none others be owned 
without they. have a teſtimony and approbation fromthe 
— ing remnant of the e of Scotland. As alſo, 
r5:oftEanks would be fent to Mr. Hracbel, for bis 
Non and faithfulneſs 3 in the 2 of Cod and to 
I can fay no more, my 92 and hooourable brethves, 
but what Fomit, E hope the bearers will ſupply it 
Let me hear more frequently from you all, 74 or your let- 
ters are very refreſhing to me; though miiny times I be 
but little in cafe to write unto you, yet I deſire that you 


—— wy n kimdnefs, and not. miſtake my 
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Now, The eſſing of knen dwelt whe buſh, > be 
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7 Bot to return: RE 2:9 he miceti>s that, 
William Naira ſhould be ſent abroad* to Mr. Hamilton 

with copies of the public papers ; and alſo to deſire him 
to draw up a proteſtation againſt. the:Scots congregation 
in Rotterdam; and to fend it here, that it might be 
conſidered by the next meeting. Accordingly William 
Nairn went abroad and took with him all the foreſaid 
public papers which were copies of thoſe that were e Heiz- 
ed when Eari/oun was apprehendedl. 

That which occaſtoned the meeting to mention the 
proteſtation againſt the Scots congregation at Rotter- 
dam, was the foreſaid letter (read to. them chat day) 
from Mr. Hamilton. — Upon which it was thought re- 
quiſite that he who was fo acquaint with theſe things 
which vere to be proteſted againſt in that congregation, 

_ none could be ſo fit as to . up the ſaid pro- 


teſtation 


e 95 Ang. Un 6d. 1 
— came vom him to | 
the ſocieties ; and that P 2 which! was aftet 
EY OY and pubnmed, was written at home 
and fent zbrendt te Mr Heute, „ Who put it In Point 
It was Nrewiſe reſolved,” Thrat 4 letter Should 5e 
urbte to thoſe tw . Foung men, Mr. Jh Flint, a 
Mr. William Boyd, chen at the un of | 
calling ther home; pon the account of ſomie 
information received gta chem by dhe forefaid lerter, 
und the bearer Go HM.” But theugk ir was deliver. 
ed to them by Mr. Wairn,” vet Mr. 0 
ir, bnt not long after jained-1 
aid Mr. Boyd return till the next year. 3 
ir u fu ber recipe, Thats letter ofehanth Kd 
be written! to the Claſſis of Groningen, another to Emb. 
den, arid à third to Mr. William Brackel; as ao, a let. 
a 'Fartftorm, and another to his Lady AlL which, 
were to de drawn up by Robert Goodwin, Thomas Li- 
ning, William Nairn and Michael Shields, and other 
friends at Glaſs gow. © 
which pave deci de reh upon writiog theſe 
letters, as theſe to Ctoningen, Embden, and Mr. Brac 
kel, was the foreſaid letter of Mr. Hamütom's "(which 
being read at this meeting, was very and 
revwing to them) giving a large zecount of the oFdinatl- 
on of Mr. James Renwick by the Claſſis of Groningen, 
and of the ftops and kinderances of it, with the way” of 
outgate from them: In hich he agniged — 
letters of thanks ſhould be written to the ſaid -Claſ 
_ alfo to the Ebllege to hom the focieties were 2 55 
much obliged; and Hkewiſe to the miniſters of . 
who had fferel to ordain the three ſtudents, and had 
otherwiſe given proof of their ſympathy with the ſocie- 
ties; and in like manner to Mr. Brackel, who had ſeve. 
ral ways laid out himſelf for their encouragement, parth- 
cularly in the ordination of Mr, Renwick.” - og 
© Accordingly the letter to Mr. Brackel was written and 
ſent to him with William Nairn, as alſo 'the letter to 
the lady Harlſtoun, (at the time in Lerarden) the oc- 
caſion of which; and of the letter to her hafband, then 
priſoner, was letters from them both te the meetin 
who thereupon thought it their duty to write again t 
them, for their encouragement under their preſent lot, 
and to ſhew their ſympathy with them. But as for the 
letters to Gro: ingen and Embden, fo far as 1 e | 
o OO OR 
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the ſame were right and ſound, and if L 
| ons and dreſs: Fr . 
apy jes in every ſhire; to have a copy e 
— ſolution (ſo far abs ne, was ne- 

yer pit in proice, theargubles. of „ ſo 
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: Havana: given a ſhort, momma 8 e was wp eh at 
this melting, it will not be amiſs to ſubjoin the letter a- 
N e's them to be written to Mr. William Brac- 
But Grſt-it is requiſite to ſhew what gave the oc- 
— write an anſwer therein to ſome things where - 
with the ſocieties were charged. When Mr. Renyick 
was to be ordained by the Claſſis of Groningen, ſome 
Scotch miniſters then at Rotterdam *, went to Ar. 
LKooleman, a Dutch miniſter, deſiring him to write to 
Mr. Brackel, to ſtop the ordination of Mr. Renwick, 
which Mr. Kooleman did, writing ſome accuſations which 
theſe miniſters and others had againſt the ſocieties. U- 
pon which Mr Brackel wrote to Mr. Hamilton, giving 
kim an account of the ſame. But before this informati- 
en came, Mr. Renwick was ordained; and if it had 
but one day Pers by all appearance, the ordi- 
nation had been ſtopt for a while, until they had clear- 
ed themſelyes and their friends at name. 
As at that time, it was very unpleaſant that any of the 
godly ſhould have had ſuch miſtakes and miſapprehenſi- 
ons one of another, and ſo contended with one ano- 


ther 3 ſo now, * is . deſireable to mention theſe con- 


ten- 


® Particularly. Mr. George Barclay, Mr. Robert Lapglands, 
and Mr. Thomas Hog younger, whoſe names ate not cenealy 
pan d Mc. £:amilton's letter. 
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tobe ſent to him, (in regard: theſk accuſations were ſent 
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tendiage n Ne tertheleis, ta make this aſfni more 
and plain: the relating theſe accuſations 2 


ſert thelame, as they; wer dit denn ju eter ber AE 
Brackel to Mr., Hamilton, which he ſent to thi 

and the lame was read. to this meeting : and next; L 
give a copy of the letter to Mr. Brackel wherein in 
ſhort anſwer to theſe accuſations, whi wasthought fit 


to him) that thereby they müght endeavour to vindi- 
cate themſelves of ele ige e e 


charged with. . 32 aft « 34 {barks n i A ier Wa 104 41 
33 ” 


ile t EC EOS L ty. Sc diggs.” t 
The Accuſations; aakindhe ae Tem 3; 
Figl That they had not only caſt off the King, wok 

and all. magiſtrates then ruling in Scotland; hut mere 

over, had conſtitute among themſelves all kind of ma- 
giſtrates, a chanchllor, and preſidents. oven all great 


men, — and orders or lords for a public politic con- 


— an imagined power over the com- 
— abr that ali 


are to he cut uff as enen mier whe do cee 


ledge that government, a 


Secondly, That the Societies ee pure in $ligion, 
which they ſaid was manifeſt by queſtions praponed to all 


who are admitted into their fellouſhig. 


Thiralh, That the Societies were only a — and | 


nota church, and that they had no power of calling pal- 
tors, or of-giving. eccleſiaſtic tuſtimonies;; and that the 


ſilent men ſaid they were the moſt pure church, and that 


they had paſtors, preſbyteries and ſynods; and that it Was 


their part ta examine ſtudents, and to confirm. them in 
the miniſtry with the impoſition of hands ; and that ãt 


was not lawful for any Hallangifh Freſbmen to pluck | 


that right out of their hands. 45s 
Nana That theſe ſtudents. that were * 8 

54 were not of an unblameable life, eſpecially, John 
iſbet, who n 2. Ai ones tor the dae m 

the ſirſt gecufation, © . 


| Here follows the Letter. 0 M. —— 


Ama and worthy Sir, 5 


FE deſire to bleſs the Lord on your + behalf} chat 
he hath made choice of you. to be an inſtru- 
ment 
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to pp or your Maſter's: - cauſe i dhe 
E church, aach, throug] pddd'luyd of 
has: proven an effectual! — raiſing up of 
— var banner in this backftiddew land, wherein 
0 tei art one to appear valiantiy for Rim, according 10 
thecommand-of God, and our ſolemm vo and 


heats z but upon the other Rand, a ting with 
the and are turned violent veproachets nd per- 
fecmars ef the poor affticted remnant boch of 


fach 'as areiting, and alfo'-thoſe who. are dead, to the 
kanbling, weekning, and turning back of mahy who 
were beginning to look after thę Lord, and had put their 
hand to the plough, in witneſſing and teſtifying gaiuſt 
the abominations of our day and time; Which doth 
Clearly” appear from theſe their moſt odious, ridiculons 
catorgnies, which the letter ſont to us our — 
| geen nes certification f. 

Sir, weehall, as in the fight of an holy — 
the truth in every point of theſc. accWfations — 
from theſe miniſters at Rotterdam againſt us. 

As for our caſting off, and rtjecting of i Sur, 
and all whom they call magiſtrates ruling under him, we 
own it, anddefire to mouru ſor our being/{y-tong in do- 
ing of it: The reaſons of our doing thereof, v Rope ye 
are ſufficiently informed of by gur worthy and falkful 

delegates ſent to you. But, 

Aal, As to ſetting up of magiſtrates among — 
there is no truth in it. And as to that of killing all 
_ who will not — us and are not of our opinion, 
we declare it to be falſe eee ad © th 

am by us. * 

As to the ſecond peculation; LS nean not pure 
tc in religion.” Alas we are not as we ought'. to be 
in that: But as to the putting any queſtions to thaſe 
whom we admit to fellowſhip, we declare we put none 
but ſuch as we have from divine precept, and * en- 
ene to God and one another... 

As for the third accuſation, we think it it not ſtrange 
that they calumniate-us as a faction, and not a church 
for thoſe miniſters and people whom they hold te be the 
church, did reproach our moſt noble ſuffering miniſters, 
and martyrs,” as erroneous, and of Jeſuitical principles; 
as witnefs Mr. Kid and Mr. King, Mr. Cameron and 
Mr. Cargill, who in our declining age, were the only 
8 as e for the * * our W oy 

| hriſt, 
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all che endreachments Müde pom 
4 . church ust zn 41 re ben. 
As td the: ſecund part of ae — 
« the {tent miniſters jap —_— 
« and that they have paſtors an and Ir. * 2 5 
—— 


1 —— — they — Jie them 

to go to che 466 Ourates/ Te i a part of the parity 
of thewthabrbhe c5) 6 06 (es lit r e USING 
As do the fourth accuſation; i That the ſtudents a 
nat of an unblameable life In anſwer to Hat, thoſe 
three who were ſent to you, in order to be educgted 
the miniſtry, as to. their life and ebnverfatiof 1 | 
they were with us, they walked grapes ſo far a could 8 
de dliſcerned hy us. A POOL 9 nf r 08905 © . 

_ Worthy Sir, to-conclidey; not deſiring to be tedions'; 
we the poor fuffering remnant of the chureft of Scot⸗ 
land give you hearty thanks for your faithful 2 ind 
diligence anent the ordination of Mr. 1 7 
and are glad, and rejoice to hear that you — your 
thy brethren had ſatisfaction in him, and we take it 2s 7 
token for good, that the Lord will viſit and gather toge< 
ther again his poor ſcattered ſheep in o land: and 6, Aſo, | 
that our God and your God, thatt recompence your 1 
bour of love, pams and diligence, ſeven.- end into vou 
boſom. n is the n Jour; D 25 25 ba 
Ib ee mies being much eneceraged inCembotden. 

ed by the diſcovery” of the deſign ' (mentignet Above) 
which u carrying on againſt — advanced in pro- 
ſecuting their wicked ends, and went on in Qlietr rue 
perſecution againſt all whom they knew or could heat 
of, that did not comply with their finful impoſitlons ; ; 
and the Societies did not wart their large ſhare in nee 
lad afflic ions and calamities.: In the interval betwixt - 
the laſt and this Meeting, Mr. James Renwick came to 
this land; which was very reviving and refreſſfing to the 

ä Societies, under all the ſad things they Wer? Exerciſed 
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on tained Moy roty tia 
Pen bn poo rgna guy great; yet he cem nt 
Hr September ther after, being hindered by ſeve- 
l troubles a — ry 2 4 ORG hs 
IO: Tre 7 LS HAI - » 
+. 9 Geng 'Meciingnecordiajronppotttynitt eee 
at Darmede, upon the third day of Ocabes, 1663. Af. 
ter prayer, Mr. James Renwick being come there, gave 
M account of his ordination; and ſhewed his teſtificate 
of the ſame, ſubſcribed by ſeveral miniſters, to the meet» 
ings by whom he was called and received as their mini- 
fter, which he accepted and embraced. : Alſo, Mr, Ren- 
a to the meeting, a paper which was called his 
Fefimony * : wherein was contained his mind and judg- 
went concerning the controverſies of the time, both 
concerning duty and ſin; adhering to ſeveral duties which 
were then -controvetted and oppoſed, and witneſſing a- 
giiaſt ow things which be le — to be corru 
tions and defections, even in — —5 
rs of them, and Der. nn e againſt 
in them. * 
At Gas things in this paper, eſpecialiyichar-" which 
was in it concerning ſome miniſters who were 
larly named, ſome perſons were diſpleaſed and offetided | 
at the time, and afterwards it was much el 
and he reproached upon that account f. 7 
The ſame day there was a paper read to the meeting 
| concerning the.oath of ſecreſy, which had been ſeveral 
ways abuſed, and was then;no-ways needful: Therefore 
they concluded to lay it aſide, and agreed TY the ſaid 
paper, the tenor whereof follows: 
Although an engagement in theſe things that are 
abſolutely and abſtractediy duty, cannot nor ought not 
to be reſcinded and annulled, becauſe ,of the objective 
tie before the engagement, which was only a ſuperadded 
obligation; yet theſe things that are not duty fimply or 
abſolutely, but in reſpect of ſome circumſtances of the 
cafe, and when engaged unto from ſpecial inducements, 
we ſay, theſe inducements failing, or the thing itſelf be- 
coming burdenſome, that ſame power which laid on the 
engagement may take it off again, impoſing it no fur- 
cher. —So we having entered into an oarh of fecrecy from 
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This ellimony is now ehe with bis Sermons. 
r See Renwick's 25th Leitet, P. 64 of the printed yclume. 
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General N 5. 
Nome: bf Any. e N 7 ci 
the — — of — . , 
be difcovered and the action hindered; and therefore um 
that reſpoct the engagement ve e yet we 4 J 
ing it and applying i it all alongſt, though che 1 5 70 
it was only the things tr upon dre; 
time; and alſo, foditg how it hath been fad! abu 
upon the one hand, ſome thereby binding up | 
from duty, which was far eextrary both to the nature of 
- the thing, and alſo to the intention of the impoſers 3 
and upen the other hand, by ſome really involving 
themſelves — — of perjury by their inconſiderate 
laxneſs in it herefore we (the ſume power that id 
it on) do require that engagement no further to be im- 
poſed, not ſuffering that yoke to lie any longer upon peo- 
ple's necks; yet we hope that none, as they tender the 
glory of God and the good of his cauſe, will take os. 
| — Apr to be more lax than was their duti Ermerly. 
This we do, really profeſſing our ſincere te be 
humbled before the. Lord for every way of our abuſing 
that (now laid aſide) oath fecreſy J 1. * * 


The meeting alſo agreed upon a Letter tee ſent to 
friends in Dublin in IPs A true copy whereof fol- 


lows :. | 
oa: 36, 1683: | 


1 Daten Friends Hh ene Brethren, 3 - 


HE-Lord brought us to a high pitch of a >. | 

and bleſſed reformation, in the ſeveral ſteps there-- 7 LED a 

of, from Popery; Prelacy, and Eraſtian ſupremacy ; a 

wok: us into covenant with himſelf, to ſerve him after 

the due order, and to maintain his intereſt with our 2580 8 

and liberties, as we ſhould anſwer to him at the 

day. Whereby our land was made the glory of the 2 4 

tions, and our church terrible to her enemies, as an ar- 

my with banners, holineſs to the Lord being the badge; ſo 

that we a ſay, our vine which the Lord W out of 
Wed hath, Egypt * 
I Mr. Hamilton: f in a letter be {ent home to the Societies, Pos 

neus the unwarrantableneſs of his oath 3 for this rea ſon (a- 

mongft.others) becauie it allowed privatc perſons to require 


and impoſe an oath : For which cauſe he- reſuſed it whea 
it was ieadered unꝛo him. 


4 


306 dr Society's Letter to 
Beype, did fllithe kia and the kills were covered with 
the ſhadow ef it, and ubs boughs thereof were like the good- 
Ty cedars. But alas | there are crept in amongſt us little 
es to ſpoil the tender grapes; malignant men difaf- 
_ Feted to the cauſe and people of God, who got footing 
n judicatories,amLarmies, who ought to have been pur- 

gout, that their places might be filled up with men of 
nan. integrity, according. to the word of God, Exod. 
vu. 21. 2 Fam. xxiii. 3z. Let that duty was not only 
indered and condemned by a preyailing company of car- 
bal hearts; but alſo, public reſolutions were fallen upon 
fo bring in known malignants, enemies to God and ged- 
Ineſs, into places of power and truſt: a + Lcommiſſioners 
authorized to cloſe a treaty with this man Charles Stuart, 
ring of malignants, and to give him the crown, upon 
1975 bicribing ſuch demands as were ſent to him, after 
9 many diſcoveries of his malice againſt God, and of his 
fill perkfting. in the ſame, and notwithſtanding ther 
knew him not to be hearty, but juggling in what he con- 
deſcended to; who no fooner got footing, but uſed all 
means to ruin the work of God; and in their firſt par- 
liament took, as it were, the royal diadem off King 
hriſt's head, (O horrid blaſphemy !) and ſet it upon 
their king, whereby they made him an idol in his perſon ; 
who, by virtue of that ſacrilegious robbing of the Son 
God, commanded our miniſters to leave their flocks, o- 
ver which the principal and good Shepherd had ſet then, 
- , which they almoſt all did, as if they had been hirelings, 
and ſuffered the wolf to catch and, atter the ſheep; 40 
that we may ſay, Our pleaſant things were not taken, 
from us, but we give them away with our own hands. 
We betrayed the intereft of Chriſt, and gave enemies all 
their aſking, and made the Lord's pleaſant portion a de- 
folate wilderneſs. Yet the Lord, becauſe he had com- 
paſſion on his people, and on his dwelfing-place, ſtirred 
up ſome to go to the high places of the fields, and jeo- 
pard their lives unto the death, in proclaiming the truths. 
of God; whereby there were great inroads made upon 
Satan's territories, who finding himſelf at a loſs and diſ- 
advantage, ſpewed out ſinful ſaares amongſt us, to ruin 
the work of God, and to break us, wiz. indulgences 
and indemnities, whereby Chriſt's crown was eſtablithec 
upon a man's head, which ſome men, loving worldly 
eaſe more than truth, embracing, they betrayed the 
. cauſe of God, and yidded the day to the dragon and his 
| | FO» | angels ; 
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angels; others who had not Wie offer, vet ping after 
vil's fi =_ x 


it, ſtruek in with-them, ro ſtreugthen the Uevil's fige 
and many who profeſſed to be aint fack courſes Hem = -4 
ſelves, yet tendered more the edit of crete men --- + 
than the honour of God; and inſtesd of wing meats © + 
for their reclaiming, ſtrengthene@th&r Rande in herr 
perverſe ways, and ſided with them 4ganit thoſe whom = * 
the Lord raiſed up to be faithful and free, and (wealtly, =— - 
though not defignedly I hope, fat we defire td be ' +3 
ritable to them) wrought together to gain the end Ee 
common adverfary ; who, as they gained ground, in- 
creaſed the perſecution; which now hath dilcagered the 
thoughts and hidden hypocriſy of many hearts, Tet i 
all this, (bleſſed be the hoby and wiſe Lord) he Hf © 4 
a remnant who kept their ground, and ene his 2 
aſſiſtance," wreſtled for him, 'by faithful preaching e b 8 
will; appearances, teſtimonies, declarations, atid füffer- 
fection, but that he hath honoured and helped à p 5 8 
$0 witneſs againft, and to ſeal their teſtimonies with their - 
blood, both miniſters and people of divers guess. 
And now, we defire nothing but, the Lord afſſiſting, 
ro follow the good old way, and to ſtand upon the ground 
 whereunts the Lord, by our worthy reformers, brought 
us, and for which we have been wreſtling and contend- 
ing: we ſay, we are ſeeking nothing but to take the - 
Lord's part againſt his enemies, to ſtand under Micha“ :? 
banner to fight againſt the dragon, and to have our ba- 
niſlied King Chriſt brought back again ; and in order ts © ©, 2 
this, ſtudying to'ſhake our hands clean of the caufes Tf 
his diſpleaſure at us, which keeps him ſo long away, «YA 
and to ſet about the duties of Chriſtianity with mourn- 
ing, humiliation, faſting and prayer. 1 
Therefore, being all engaged in one common. cauſe, 
and bound in co&Yenant togetker, and having ſome know- 
ledge of your caſe, and alſo of your deſire to know and 
follow duty; we thought it expedient to write unto you, 
ve having been, to the grief of our fouls, led aſide by 
the cruel, and fubtle dealing of adyerſaries, - and the 
treachery and unfaithfulneſs of theſe who gave them- 
ſelves out for your leaders; \defiring, as brethren, that 
ye would lay to heart the ſad caſe our church is redafted. 
- unto by reaſon of our fin againſt the Lord; and conſider 
what is called for at your hands, if either you deſire go a 
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= E to #54 nk abend, or n \ 
mit bis truths to the ſucceeding generation, as to the 
ſhaking yourſelves clean of the abominations of the times 
_ anfl allo withdrawing yourſelyes from theſe backſlidden 
miniſters: altogether unfaithful to our wronged Lord and 
Maſter; for as to your mecting-houſes,. not knowing 
What underband 2 bath been with the wicked 
Li ers, of the time, * thinking the caſe to be for · 
the ame. with our hell-hatched indulgenees in 
Fe nd ;. e be effects are much one. For, 
je embracing of theſe meeting-houſrs was adivids 
ing 9 1 Ne ſelves from. their more righteous: brethren 
and their ſufferings, expoſing them to be the only butt 
of the adverſaries malice, and to ſhift for themſelyes. con- 
trary ig gur engagements, whereby we were to tabs one 
common lot with the common cauſ. 
. It was an embracing of a ſnare, whereby they — 
were drawn i oy not only a ſupine and loathſome for- 
[ore Me and neutrality in the Loyd's cauſe, but into un- 
eſs in the higheſt degree, palliating the ſins, and 
Ain the abominations of the tyrannical powers, leſt 
they, having the arm of fleſh upon their ſide, ſhould 
caſt down their meeting-houſes, and caſt out themſelves; 
and in no meaſure diſcovering the duty of the day to 
people; ; ſo that they are ignorant of what theſe cruel ad- 
verſaries have done ag our bleſſed Lord, and of their 
own ſin in ſtrengthening their hands in their working 
wickedneſs, and u holding that fabric of rebellion a- 
gainſt the heavens, Oh ! what ſhall wwe ſay, fin and du- 
ty hath been both hid, and the fouls of the people not 
cared for, neither the. ſtanding af the intereſt of Jeſus 
Chriff e they have palpably betrayed; and have 
moſt actively given their conſent to the enemies taking 
and keeping the hauſes of God in poſſeſſion,, And 
© 3+: They haye quitted their meeting- houſes at the com- 
mand and threatning of men; for albeit their entry was 
hurtſome to the Saut and the exerciſe of their miniſtry 
nothing but a ſelling of truth, and a buying of ſinful li- 
berty to themſelves; yet that does not warrant another 
ſtep of declining duty, i in explicitly, and more fully deli- 
vering up the privileges of Jeſus Chriſt z yea, one pen- 
dule of his crown ſhould not be yielded, though it ſhould 
coſt us all our lives, and we cry, out, Let it not be heard 
in Gath, nor 24 e in the Rtreets 0 Aſtelon, that the 
Covenanters 1 in Eritain and * ſhould be ſtanding 
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vith their heads upom their necks in that day When 
King Chriſt's erown was taken from him. n 
O beloved Friends àud Covenanted Brethren, go n 
in your duty, and follow nd men, bit" them e en oy 
follow the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; confider truth "as naked, 
abſtracting from all perſons; and reſdlve firmly in ehe 
vah's ſtrength to" ſtamd to it "alone; "albeit none Thauld* 
ſtand with you; and never take cathal reaſons and a. 
ments to plead yourſelves out of o duty, Þuttoniider 


ay the caſe, whether it be duty ornot, in lll ie ens 


ſtances; and if found to be ſo, hen up aud de it upon 
the greateſt of hazards; and/rhinknot towalk To as 22 ; 
abuſed laws of man ſhall not 8 for if they de hot, 
the law of God will; for they are now confenen eee 
againſt another, and the cry is gone forth from the Trd - 


0 all that will fide themfelves with ich, to-take ig r 


againſt a cruel and treacherous generation. Say pat a 
confederacy umo them, neither fear ye their fear, nor be a- 
fraid.” But ſanctiſy the Lord ef bofts himſelf, und let bin 
be your fear, and let him be your read ; and he ſhall be & 
ſanctuary unto you, Ta. viii. 12, 14, 14. Wherefore- come 
out from them, and be ye ſeparate; faith thi Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and be 

a (ar unto you, and ye fall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith 
the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor, vi. 17, 18. O come out from a- 


mong them, that 3e be not partakers of their fins, and tum | 


ye receive not of their plagues ; for their fins have reached 
unto heaven, and God hath remembered their iniquities, 
Rev. xvii. 4, 5, O make haſte, and get in under the 
thadow of the Lord's wings, and give up with every falſe 
and wicked way, that now ye may be hid from the fiery 
indignation; for he is coming to ſhake terribly the earth, 
and to puniſh the inhabitants thereof for their iniquities. 
There is a ſword bathed in heaven to come down upon Idu- 
mea, and upon the people of his curſe : and ſpare whom he 
will, he will not ſpare miniſters, -yea Preſbyterian mini- 
ſters, for they have betrayed the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
yea, not only conſented unto, but concurred with ene- 
mies ſpailing him of his princely robes, and of the pow- 
er he hath in his own houſe : They have made ſad the 


hearts of the righteous, whom the Lord hath not made 


lad, and ſtrengthened the hands of the wicked, that he 
thould not return from his wicked way, by promiſing 


dim life, and have ſeduced the people, by ſeeing viſions 
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2 Se 15 their backlding courſes, hen 
no peace from cue Levi 
1 dee Lord,” — fur. 
Wes ms they follow Chriſt ; and ceœaſe to hear the in- 
ſtructiaon which cauſeth to err from the words of know 
ledges and mort and autid thent aube cauſe divifns and 
_ offences contrary” to the Hoffrine which ye have learned, for 
they abut are fuch, ſerve "dt our Lords efars Chrift, but 
 Ebear: exper; bellies, and by good ww pane: 4 


＋ We ſhalt trophle you b Ade time, but 
| and fully ppproving'of the carriage of your hear- 
3 and Well rimer in the Lord, Mr. James Ren. 
eg you, (who is for us a faithful miniſter of 
So Fg in not joining with theſe men- miniſters with 
ya and in declining chem as to the ſeeking and acecp- 
"png their call to preach, or giving them fatis faction as 
to his oxdination ; 3 yet, as often he ſaid unto yourſelves, 
| > hold ourfelves obliged in duty to ſatisfy you who hare 
deen his hearers ; therefore we have ſent unto vou a true 
tranſcriꝑt of the teſtificate of his ordination in Latin, 
and the Engliſb verſion thereof, with ſome other papers 
for your clearing and information in the Lord's cauſe 
thanking you heartily for the great kindneſs, he reports, 
that ye ſhewed unto him, taking it ag if-it had been done 
to all of us, And deſiring that ye, ſhaking yourſchves 
clean. of the abominations of the time, may embody 
vourſelves in Chriſtian fellowſhips. and ſocieties, wit! all 
tenderneſs and brokenneſs of heart, crying mightily to 
the Lord, that he would return and be reconciled unto 
the remnant of his heritage, and reclaim his captivate de- 
ctarative glory out of the hands of the proud enemy; 
and we ſhall keep a correſpondence with you, and help 
vou with auy whom the Lord ſends forth unto us, cloath- 
ed with his commiſſion, to proclaim the glad tidings of 
falvation. The Lord, the Lord God, the coyenanted 
God of e and Ireland, be with you. 


_ "The" meeting. I Iikewiſe appointed fome faſt-ays ta be 
kept by the ſocieties, viz. It was appointed that the 1 1th 
of Over ſhould be kept a day of public faſting and hu- 
miliation for our great and innumerable i iniquities which 
have provoked the Lord for a ſeaſon to deprive us of the 
unfpeakable privilege of the goſpel, and not endeavour- 
ing to order our hearts and converſations thereunto. f 
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+ blink of the bleſſed N that he would now fees 


pe pe 


ſhall be upon this 28th of Wurmbe, at GH «4 - 


who were therein named) was very ill taken, aud offend- ' 


9 


108 danse Fus nee, 0" 2 2 
r 1 that che 25th of Oster nel . 
publicly kepr a day of Laid; 


and prayer tothe Lord, 
who hath given fine! refreftiing pledges” of bis dens 
genes things, by his returning. again (out of his mere 2 

mercy; notwithſtanding of 6ur-great tranſgreſſtpnz) wih | 4 


8 
* 1 


to improve the great mercy beſtowed upon us; Aid K | 
us from provoking him . to remo e che aue 3 
of _ candleſtiek - 3 
alſo i wis ape mee his er d 5 - 
of public tharfkſgivir to che Bord tary | 
many and great merries hitherto-D eftowed epd uy, In ? 
not leaving” us Altogether in our low. conti. 
And it Was that the next” General Me 


that the collections hall be bay uglut there h ol = 
millioners Who Come.” 9 do 255 0 1 
eee 
Fir date oF jhi RT At a. 
preiBng of tlie Feſt and hearing of C 81 do 1 
alas l much complied with by ot. A few: But, 1 3 
grace, many were kept from both theſe abomürati 1 * 
chooſing rather to ſuffer than to ſin, Andthon 
periecurions and trials which" the ſocieties were t 
with were not ſmall; nor the reprozch frorn' 0 who 
had miſcconſtructions of them were not few, which 25 
deed was weighty, efpecially as cqming front them 1 * 
one thing did not a little alle viate and guten the fame 
zz, the home-coming of Mr. James Renwick z Wet _- 
they were put in kope of, aud did enjoy the gdfpet” 5 
preached, which was very refteſfung and rev, "= 
ſo lorig a famine of 5p : And by the blet-" 9 
ling of the Lord, it proved a, mean to Feep tore from- 
running upon, and to rerôyer others from W on 
both hands. It was ſtrengthening in that weary 3 
contorting in that fad; and enlightening in that Lak Ms 'Y 
gloomy day. As be fore the latt mectin che ſocieties? | | 
were much' miſrepreſented; ſo after it they rere not lefs, 
but rather more ; eſpecially Mr. James Renwick was” 
greatly miſrepreſented and reproached, occaſioned ! 
the reading of his teſtimony at the laſt meeting. ane 
(particularſy that part thereof concerning ſom?! miniſters | 


ed ſexeral perſons, yea, from that time tome of out 
mmmnber ſeil of from us. But as-it was much talxedot, 


is 


— Aug: of them on Any other. 
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3 cal uke, Now. ach 1683. 3. 
ORG ed it being reported. (which 


| 0 was. . excommunicated ſome 


miniſters, -which was far from his thoughts and 


| De did- the. paper itſelf bear any ſuch 
ing; for all that is in it concerning theſe miniſters 
named therein, is his teſtimony. againſt hat he thought 
Mom 


Was. wrong in their practice, and not one word of 


* * Nin de 


n Mertine conreguedat elde, near 


Foes the 28th, of November, 1663. After 
ver, and modelling of the meeting, they approved of 


bt that was done by; the former meeting, October zd; 


A particularly did agree 1 and approve of that re- 
f (grechs which was no 


on concerning the 
| to be impoſed 8 2 
* — agreed mn — ed — : 2. Pro- 
the Scotch congregation at Rotterdam, 


r fovirat cauſes therein ontained ; which was there- 


Alfter ſent Pp Mr. Robert ilton, who, put, it in print, 
Bee me of them to Rotterdam. As this paper 
ſinee been much ſpoken againſt, and condemned by 
many, ſo > ſocieties n more mature deliberation a- 
Dout it, although they looked u pon the cauſes inſerted 
therein materially conſidered, _ rightly; applied, were 
truę, and ſufficient ground for a proteſtatipn, and deſir- 
2 might be looked upon as a ſtan ng teſtimony 
ether with what. contendings have formerly been by 
Scotch ſufferers in that land) for the vindication of 
zruth, and againſt the ſad wrongs and abuſes i in that con- 
gregation, ay, and while the caufes inſerted were main- 
tained, and the offence and ſcandal given, not removed; 
yet they were. convinced, not, only that there was an o- 
miſſion of the due method of going about ſuch an acti- 
2 when they had not given previous admonition to 
the perſons proteſted againſt; but alſo ſome words and 


| expreſſions were unſuitable, untender, bitter and offen- 


five. But in regard the Proteſtation itſelf is in print, 
and the ſociety's mind concerning it may be ſcen in their 
Informatory P indication, what. 1 is faid, above may Bee 

re. 
zdly, The meeting agreed upon two Letters, the one 
to the claſſis of Groningen, to whom they were very 
much obliged and indebted for the ordination of Mr. 
Renwick, and they thought it duty to ber ify their es 
ulneſs 


. 


«CY d 
Y "x — 
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| * ſh a letter 3 which being tranſtated inte Latin ue 
| ſent to them: And the 6ther to ſeveral perſons in Wi 
| umd, and more eſpecially theſe in the city of 1, 
þ 
ö 


who had various ways ſliewn their ſympathy with the _ . M 
ſocleties f which letter terra e een 7 55 Lg 
ry, It was appointed by e meeting e 
— 95 „Wilm "Nairn and Michael Shields heuld gs 
| j „ uti Tpeak with Touje perſons chere, "who ike 1 AY 
| ne with James Ruſfel from their Hrethren, ad 
N were cößtinuing in that ſeparktion: And out of brother 
5 ly love” A indnefs to them, to defire chem. td ne 
; and hear dhe goſpel preached by Mri James Renwick, 
6  Accorditigly the foreſaid perfbns went toBife,/andſpoke 
with ſorie'of th they were ſent to- But tothe 
) end it may bet bettrr known er they did thera 
| what anſwer they gereived, I ſhall here ſet down theves>- 
- port, ſubſcribed u chem all 'threez/: and toms 3 
next meeting as an aceount of their diligence: ©. — 
« We,” under- ſubſcribers, being eommi 
General Meeting, to go to the ſociety-of Vile, N rg * 


ö a 

r them to hear the 1260 pel faithfully preached: by Miyparhts 

4 Renwick : In obedience.whereunto we went; and e, 

- in Fife, upon the 14th of December, 1683; got ſome of 

] them converneid together, via. three men: and a boy, and 
I about ſeven or eight women. When conveened, de= 
- fore we would impart our commiſſion to them, we thought 
7 it duty that one of ourfelves ſhould pray; which when 

7 heard by them, they declared they would not join with 

f us: When we ſaw them ſo, how — and delivered 


7 our commiſſion, after this manner —— The General Mee- 
1 ting hath ſent us to acquaint you, that the Lord out of 
) his tree love and-infinite mercy hath'viſited his poor 4 je 


is | e : es ba 


- ple in their low condition, in giving us the 

- precious goſpel again, in ftirring up Mr. Jarnes bois 

0 4 miniſter, faithfully to preach the ſame, and freely 0 

d teſtify againft the fins and abominations of the time, ta _—_— 

= which we have been witneſs both in. private and in pus? f 

8 blic z and conſtdering our being bound in covenant to=- | - .* i 

ir gether, and out of brotherly love and kindneſs to our 

I ſouls, they earneſtly deſire and invite you to conie and + -- 7 *' "l 
hear the fame, and be partakers of chat rich and | gaſpes- TT 

ie kable bleſſing the Lord hath beſtawed. n:: OM N 

y After we had thus ſpoken, we deſired an anſwer : * 2M 

. Whereupon they declared they would neither hear bim, 1 

— nor join with us, becauſe of the reaſons and grounds th 


”” DNF$ Got; ch ' Nov. 28th, 168g. 
Had { us u before the ſaid Mr. James 
= ent and. Wie defir deſired: they would inſtance 
- them: : They 5 inftanced the « paying of cuſtoms at ports, 
3 a! in markets; yet they Taid .<« they. were clear to 
46 pay them at boats and bridges *.” — To which we re- 
plied, that we were not to juſt 'the paying of cuſ- 
toms, 5 et we could not drive ſo abruptly and 2 
= 1 rately 4 ſuch a height of e upon that Head as 
tttzhey did. But they refuſed to debate any further anent 
 — — - them, becauſe they affirmed that it was fully debated 
* which 3 as to the, wa [ that they had 
= _. taken in ſtating a ſeparation upon, ho cad, eſpecially 
0 preſumptuouſly- They Tae. it was, and was. to be 
ies in their public papers whichy when we defired to 
ies they ſaid they had > $a not- "And alfo, they affir- 
4 $ . i > Mt that the not paying of cuſtoms was enacted at the 
4 _. meeting at Tala-linn, and put as am interrogation to the 
"members thereof: Which we denied, two of us being 
5 . there- And likewiſe they ſaid, they had other 
_ things againft Mr. Renwick, and us both : We deſired 
to hein them: They told us they were in their public 
papers. So all the ground they gave for refuſing to hear 
the ſaid Mr. James preach, was only this, that he does 
not as yet ſee the paying of cuſtoms, and joining with 
= thoſe who pay the ſame to be a ground of ſeparation, and 
= of debarring from the privileges of the church. And as 
1 for days of the week, and months of the year, they own- 
. ce the ſame was not a ground of ſeparation, yet adhered 
to that paper given in by James Ruſſel to the General 
Meeting anent the fame 5 ; and particularly to that part 
of it, which ſays,—* Thoſe who own ſuch names, ſerve 
themſelves heirs to that fame (if not greater) puniſh- 
ment, which God inflicted upon idolaters of old :” which 
' a real contradiction. This is truth, as witnefs our 


hands.” 
3 THOMAS LINING. 
* men, WILLIAM NAIRN. 
MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


And laſtiy, the meeting appointed ſome days to, be 
kept by the 8 and condeſcended upon the cauſes 
as follow. As 

| if, 


By cis it is eriden that they conld not * them with | 


folerating the paying of any other public burdens or 3 
therwiſe t by would not have failed to do it, 
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ned Mectng, 2 Now! 2015 'T 168 1 I Ps 
It yas 
1 e publie faſting and prayer unt theE Lr, 
* he would either bridle the 


out honourable friend and ſufferer, Bari ſſous, or 
him Nen through the trial; and alſo, hart 


| avs eee in him may be kept by the Lord, an 4 


7g oo carry under their {ad afflictions. The 
ow 125 etting this day apart for the foreſaid end, 
was ns trials and tentations which they heard Earlftoun | 
was at that time meeting with. ' _ - 

2d, It was 3 — that the 27th of December ſhouts | 
be kept a day! 
his conyeening of us together upon 8 23d of November, 
to hear his goſpel preached, 7 bringing us all ſafely off, 


nawiths the great fury and diligence of enemies 1 


againſt, us. This gd of November, Mr. James Renwick 


1 at Dar mei, which was the ublic ſermon © "2 EY 


had in the Feldes "at which tine the Higence- of e- * 


nemies was great againſt us, and being delivered ea 


them, it was thought it to et apart a day or thankſpive 
ing for it. "RS 4 
Za, It was appointed that the 25th of January, 1684, 
ſhould be kept a day of public faſting and humiliatipn * 
before the Lord, for our Kaful walking under that (eve- 
ry way). fadly abuſed engagement unto ſecreſy. | 
And it was appointed that the next General Meeting 
ſhould be upon the 21ſt of February, 1684, at Auchen- 
gillch ; to which the Societies were to ſend the collec. | 
tions, and the ſaid day was to be kept in prayer by — 3 
remaining at don. . 


Havinc given ſome relation of what was done at 
this meeting, I ſhall ſubjoin two letters agreed upon by 
them. Firſt, the letter to the claſſis of Groningen; the 
next to the ſociety i in F riezland. | | 


November 28, 260. 2 | 


— mi Domini vigilantiſſimi Paſtores, ings 

Ta Lord having now, to our great joy and en- 
couragement, reſtored unto us our beloved friend 

and miniſter, Mr. James Renwick, and brought him 
through many imminent dangers ; (for which we deſire 

to rejoice in him, praiſing his holy name) who hath ' 

15 ſuch an ample and ſavoury acceuntof 25 real 
2 35-207 Os 


2 
4 | . "ET . 
4 0 * 2 2 * 
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that the ;th.of December, fhould | . 1 
rage of enemies 9 my 


public thankſgiving unto the Lord, for 
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_— * de Slice! Leiter p 
3 e en our Maſter's cauſe, es | 
and.fympathy-with: us in Scotland, that we nfuſt burſt 
ont in expreſſing our ſenſibleneſa of; and joy in the ſame, 
dy waiting — again and eſſin eld 
| and thanking-youifor tlie mn e en- 
| 1 4 Jour confitming of gur f beloved friend | 
ames Remivick in dhe work of the miniſtry (for 
| h he was ſent over unto you by us); whereof the 
Tard gives ſpecial evidences ob his om approbation, be- 
ing ſingularly with him in that gręat and weighty work, | 
| to our great refreſhing and encouragement” and: alfo 
2 teſtify ing and confirming; the truth of that faithful Mr. 
alla Brackel 2 at Becwaruen, witneſſed in bis 
| friendly teſtimony of out ſtudent” before) | ws — 
terry, via. That the teſtificates and calls; 
us unto them, articularly to the forcfaid Mr. Jun 
- Renwick, were delivered . the hand of the right ho- 
1 pourable the laird of Eurgſlaun. We acknowledge 'our- - 
ſelves many ways your debtors, both in ſpirituals and 
.  temporals,, and are very ſenſible of your care of the 
Church of God, evidenced ſo many ways unta us in our 
low caſe and condition, now when the enemies of our 
Lord in this land have caften down the Lord's houſe ta 
the ground, and laid his pleaſant portion deſolate, and 
caſten many of us out of our houſes, being violently per- 
ſecute, and that unto death, with all the ſubtilty and 
craclty which the powers of hell and earth can deviſe, 
O!] the fury and wickedneſs of enemies is come to a great 
height, and. the malice of backſliders is fwelled to a great 
meaſure, not only Chriſtianity but humanity being alto» 
gether given up by the moſt part of the nation ; 10 that 
all things ſpeak forth the cup of the Amorite and Eds 
munite to be near full, and that the Lord is even at the 
doors with a great deluge of his wrath, to be let loote 
upon the generation. But in the midſt of all our dif- 
treſſes and difficulties (O! bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord) we have no reaſon to complain, for he ſpeaks com- 
fortably to us in this wilderneſs ; he is a preſent help to 
us in the time of our need, and puts fohgs in our mouths 
in the midſt of this hot bre; and is wonderfully ſecn in 
Hiding, preſerving and encouraging us; it being no ſmall 
refreſhment- unto us, that he hath put into your hearts 
to ftand {till and to hear our complaints, and to become 
companions with us in our tribulations; for which we 
defire to pralle the Lord, and to pray unto him, that — 
wag 


rewat h your for putting to your han is to 
. 6 bleeding church; pres om — 


in is 8 eee 
Swe es dur "name by the clerk of our ae, 


To the right e jnuly graciour, Pr 
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ke is Clift Gangs.” 
FORE RANT erer | 
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ichful in his vineyard,” following ye. 
rn his rich blefing, to the glory of His" great 
namb, and the add ancement of his kingdom in the earth;* 
anck in the ſouls of his people. Of mind the di 
77 afflicted, bleeding caſe of the once glorious church 


of Scarluuu, as we deſire te mind vou, 9 e 


a” gr 2 peer: in "ihe Lord,” 2 5 15 3 4 
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f meeting, 


e Mien arr. — 
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tbiſeng en and Siflers in Frieftand, and 2 25 9 
nr. the ny of Leewarden. * f 
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| November 28th, 26. - MN 


HE Lord did rouchſife tuch gracious and glorious: 

privileges upon us, that he brought us unto 4 | 

hig pitch of reformation, and many engagements to be 

for him, beyond many (yea, we may ſay to the praife of ; +: 

his free grace, and with reflection upon our preſent in⸗ -4 

gratitude, beyond any) lands: but he hath been . ä 

ways provoked by us 95 lay us low as at this day,” which ye 

indeed we muſt confeſs we have deſerved, yea, and moro 

at his hand; but we defire'to take all in love from him, 

who chaſtneth and loves, and loves in chaſtifement ; and 

in ſeeking by this hot and flery furnace to get a remnant 

purified for himſelf, amongſt whom he may take delight 

to dwell. And now when the furnace is ſtill growing 

hotter and hotter, ſhould not we look beyond the outſide 

of diſpenſations, into the Lord's gloriaus purpoſes and 

intentions; who, the more hot he makes the furnace, 

minds to produce the more pure metal thereby? Alſo 

when we think upon (of which we. are ſure ye are nat 1 

without the apprehenſions) the ſad and deplorable caſe of I 

all 3 and other 2 by reaſon of 3 a 
nel 
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| 1 the. Lora, little eſteem of his ateciolis truths,/ 
_ want of. zeal for his glory, and not following him Kg 
be ought/to be; ve are indeed netſuaded, thatmhere. | 
Ke hath. t thoughts of love, and purpoſes of kindneſs, thi- 


mer he will come, and ſit as a refiner'sifire to purge and 


refine. But, O! ever bleſſed be his holy and/exalted. 
name, he who is able to raiſe children unto Abrabam, 
ont of the ſtones, will not want a teſtimony for himſelf, 
and a company of living witneſſes: and we may ſay, to 

the praiſe of his ous free grace, and . 
Tcendency to our once glorious, but now bleeding and 


3 | - wounded, yet wreſtling and contending mother-church, 


that in our land he hath had this; weday, a company, 
2 party whom he ſtill honoured, and is yet honouring 
and helping to burſt out with declarations, proteſtations, 


© teſtimonies, reſiſtances, and that unto blood againſt all 


the heinous indignities done to him, whom he hath not 
12 helpleſs nor comfortleſs, And among our other re- 
1 Feſhing s from himſelf, this is one, and not a fmall one, 
. ha — * ſtirred you, our right honourable and dear- 
14 belqyed brethren and ſiſters, to wreſtle ſo diligently, 
and to contend ſo faithfully, zealouſly. and yaliantly for 
dur church; aud to bear burden, and really to ſympa- 
thize with us in eur afflictions, trials and tribulations, 
evidenced by your ſincere love, and great kindneſs unto, 
and ſingular ſympathy with our right honourable friend 
Mr. Robert Hamilton, who hath been much dignified 
and owned of the Lord, in his many engagements, ap- 
Pearances, contendings and ſufferings at home for the 
Lord's cauſe; and in his many wreſtlings abroad, which 
2 not ignorant of, having given many evidences of 

| care, diligence, faithfulneſs, a d zeal for the Lord: 
And alſo evidenced by your great e and fympathy with 
our right honourable friend Earſſtoun, and his perſecuted 
and caſt-out family, who is the branch of an old ſtand- 
ing houſe for the Lord; he himſelf honoured to be 
greatly active for his cauſe, and now called to be imme- 
diately under the enemies laſh upon that account. And, 
moreover, evidenced by the great charges ye have been 
at in helping our diſtreſſed and caſt-out families, in col- 
lecting ſo liberally for the ſame; for which we deſire to 
bleſs the Lord, and to thank you, praying earneſtly that 
te himſelf may reward you, who will not forget your 
labour of love and compaſſion of us in our bonds. O 
what 


what ſhall we ſay, we are all members of one body, ſub- © 


i 75 to pne glorious head, our Lord Jeſus 'Chriſt, who 


hath purchaſed us to himſelf: and this i is manifeſted by 
you indeed. Therefore let us go on in. evidencing. os 
ſtrick conjunftion of us his members, that when one th 

lers, "al all ſuffer with it: and when one rejoiceth, all're- 


Joice with it. And alſo making to appear our 0% % 
our lovely, and bleſſed Lord, by following bing ly þ 
e wi nt © 


labouring not to be put off our ground by. th 
' and boiſterous winds of perſecution which we are tolled 
with, and which ye may expect to be liable unto- 0 
have we mot a noble and glorious Captain to follow, who 
bath ſuffered mor ee a ne for him, del;- - 
. vering Bim par Offences, ri # for onr j 
. tification.. « 11 is 7 deſirable to be 1 gs ex — 
ſuch z high defire, that loſt worin man durſt not have 
attempted it, if the Lord himſelf had not, out of 2 
infinite and free love, condefcended bath to provide g 
means, and call us unto it: andd it is highly deſirable 


be like him in every thing, ſo alſo in his ſuffering, 1 


was made perſect tbro ſuffering) not being divided 


him in his patience. O! ſhall we not — beyond what 


is in time, and in this howling but ſhort wilderneſs, 
unto what he hath provided for, and promiſed 2 
thoſe who overcome? who hath * They ſball walt 

with him in white. 

Now, right honourable Friends, we cannot 3 
the love we owe unto you; but we may ſay, we have 
our hearts united unto you, as we do not doubt but yours 
are alfo unto us, though we be not in the capacity to 
manifeſt the ſame, as you have done many ways: but 
we deſire to be often and much at a throne of grace for 
you, .begging that ye will be ſo for us, in our doe 
ings and extreme ſufferings. So remain, 


Your heart wellwiſhing, really endeared, and ver ned 


obliged rethren ; * ers and ſervants in our ever bleſſed 


ord, 


Subſcribed in our name, and by our Sreftion, by 
the clerk of our general meeting, 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 
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7E do net in e bes but in fome mes. 
| > fure it is known unto you, how that gur anti- 
x and: reformed church of Scoti¹ did ſometime glori- 
| with the great and bright ſplendoùr Of the 
true religion, ſo that her light was viſible toll adjacent 
_ "churches s but now, deſervedly for aur finming againſt the 
Lord, we Have occaſioned his vine yard in bur land to be 
coverſpread and trodden down with foxes, and devoured 
1 "as 88 0 beaſts of the field; we enum various 
"an ences, t perſecutions roaches, 
XY Which alſo oe: may 5 uaded are come lr your ear. 
"The weighty contideration whereof (together with the 
Hope we have of your concernedneſs with us in 
F low and deſobte caſe, whergunto, as to the external 
"ace of our church, we are redacted; yet dignified and 
os though weakly, feos willingly to contend for the 
- once delivered to't 4 ſaints, and for the priv "ith of 
de church of God) moved us to fend and commiſſion- 
ate the right honourable Mr. Robert Hamilton, unto all 
you wha are wellwiſhers untothe commonwealth of ral, 
and that upon many deliberate and weighty grounds; 
jr. that our cauſe and caſe is ſadly — repreſented 
3 by the ſubtile dealings of our adverſaries and 
ers, who are ſinfully active, but moſt vigilant in 
giving miſinformation, and falſe relations of what we act 
ard do; as if our principles and proceedings were con- 
trary to the written word of God, the fapreme judge of 
all controverſies, and true Proteſtantiſm. Whereas, we 
Jointly and unanimouſly declare, that we neithen main- 
; tain or hold any thing contrary to the ſcriptures of truth, 
our ancient laws ecclefiaſtic and Civil, and our noble 
work of reformation ; but deſire (yea, and have been 
- helped through the Lord's grace) to ſquare our actions 
and proceedings according thereunto, for which ye this 
day, and for more than the ſpace of twenty years, are, 
and have been ſuffering afflictions, perſecutions, outcaſt- 
jngs, baniſhments, impriſonments, and reproaches, yea, 
aud death itſelf. 1 
Wwe 


mo * * Sd ow 
Al 


— eee dee, 


we therefore, the true Froese . au. 
N Anti- eraſtian, and | 
chutth of Scotland, abe e her, 
giving Rim gur full power, conſent and — fame 
I and truly wo; ipform alt true Proteſtants: and refπ¹¹¹¹ 
charches, kingdoms and commonwealth unto Rich 
he ſhall or may come, of our preſent caſe, ptinciples, 
former and later proceedings: and that we are GN, 
through God's grace, labouring to keep ourſelyes > 
| ales in ERS ont wer Praga yo — | 
our predeceſſors, (of t wo memory) in 
221 ng dn of bur nbble and glorious work of reformati- 
on, 00, 0 ſevermatieps thereof, from Popery, Prela cy, 
and Eraſtian fußremacy; and it is upon theſe heads 9 4 
cur ſufferingi Hate ber and are ſtated. Aud för 
more clear and full knawkedge thertof ve recommint 
you to the information of this our Fas honourable AY 
taithfiil Cnimiffioner, as Being ber i AE of x 
and of one:judgraent, under bas f 1 
and alſo, while he was in out land, . and 
countenanced of the Lord im h man | Mo 
wreſtlings, engyreazents, ''rencount and 
againſt the common adverfary, contendings And 
lings :2gaiuſtdofection: aid SIE GUI, and g 
and many tufferings fer truthy ' 5 L923 Oh 
So we humbly-intreat und delleg dba deer al 
wation ye have gottenz or may ger, from auy hand whats 
ever, either enemies or barkſſidets, particularly miniſters 
ho have forſaken die Lord, and. deſerted us, of us, 
aur principles and proceedings, contrary te the word'of | 
God, our Covenants and ts um kim; mi 
Woite credited nur beke ved by you; they * 
fake aſperſions and calummies, threugk malice, 
pan us, yca, nor contrary to the informatie of Mis bur 
right hanourable Truſtet, and falthfel Commilfioner, 
whom and whole information Wwe kuntbly, but ae 
defire and requeſt all churches; kingdems and cb 
wWealths, Khitherhemuy come; to re- and entertain 
him, as ye would not vehect the ſults and e 
once glorious, but now-atfticted, telled, | 
bleeding, yet wreftling:thorch of Oy A are 
ing af him, it"flnil-be as dene tü Ali Uf us, Thereſbre 
all ye lovers of Zian, do not flight, but p6hder deeply, 
"the fad caſe, we, as a ſhare of tlre Proteſtant Ftereſt, 
are redaticd an; holding up the ſame im your * 
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Det for God calts all to ſym ympathize together, 
dad o e the. Oe po „ conſultations, mal. 
I 8 4 8 are inte a. 
4 inſt the * —_ when one. member ſuffers, all 
utter with it. And we, for our parts, (which is all the 
remuneration that at the time we can give) ſhall not 
ceaſe n ade and tem- 
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W Ast Pg a 1 99 Hi. Wi Bracket: 
Tus exact copy of which follows, ' 


1 the Right Rae Mr. William a a Bracket, Mini 1 
o the Gupel, at Lenarden in Friezland. | 


— $1 Srl Kon Dear &. 7 + Nen | 
be time of the church her proſperity, e are 
multitudes that; flow unto her, many of them having 

their eyes upon a worldly kingdom, not taking up right- 

y wherein the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt conſiſts, who 

are, no ſooner diſappointed of their carnal. and ſenſual 

expectations, but prefently they fteer their courſe ano- 
ther way, and turn head- ſtrong what they ſeemed 
tobe zealous for: But in a day of perſecution, when Zi- 
on is in diſtreſs, and the adv inſulting, (eſpecially 
in ſuch a caſe as urs) when choſe who formerly put to 

eir hand to rebuild the walls of fallen Jeruſalem in 

F. | uhlous times; yet the troubles, increaſing, they not 

* only left their work, but alſo are pulling down what 

3 once they had ſhewn ſo much earneſtneſs in building; 

We, fag in ſuch a day, the ſtepping in of any with en- 

couragement to the burden-bearers, and putting to their 

hands-in helping.them, makes both: the Lord's hand to 
be the more ſeen in it, and the love of ſuch: to be the 

more manifeſted in it. So we cannot but bleſs and praiſe 
the the Holy One One of. Hrael, who hath viſited us in our low 
condition, in putting it-in the hearts of any to ſtand ſtill 
and hear our complaints, and hecome companions with 
us in our tribulation ; and alſo to be ſenſible of your care 
of the church of God from the many evident — 

55 thereo 
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J "William 9: Beach... 


yo ouplelf to the utrermoſt of your power for the advance- * 
m mentigf bis kingdom, and encou of hi fol. 
ers l particularly by your ſuch an 

top provide for us, both To eritnaland Rip OS. 
ve are not in capacity to remunerate: Neither is that * - 
the thing (we know) 5 your 5 
ſeeking only to "approve yourſelf to your 

when 3 he may » Well — 5 e 
ful ſervant < ener thou intit fo thy Lord. However, 
we hold ourſelves'matiy ways obliged unto you, being 
content to be your debtors,” and.withal humbly giving 
you many' hea 
our ſtudents” before the Preſbytery of Groningen, e 


* 


teſtifying aul confirming, the truth of what you witneſs 


ſed, to wit, That their teſtificates ſubſcribed by us, were 
delivered by us into the hands of the honourable laird of 


Farlſtoun; and alſo for your activity and care — ; 


ordination of Mr, James Renwick, whereof the 
hath given'Teftimonies of bis approbatiin . and fun 


found ofcpeiiiha yet Withar: O hleſſed be the mi 


of the Lord, who hath viſited us in dur low condition, 
and hath granted us a refreſhing, - when the virgin daug- 
ter of Zion was ſwooning in the ſtreets for lack of the 
breaſts, and hath given us a new pledge of his 
again; inviting us to the chambers of his protection, 
and Lak to hide ef ryan) until the indignation be o- 
ver 

Now, we ſhall not ſpea k of your care of, and 1 
thy with our Gdrreffed an and caft out families, as to their 
temporal condition, evidenced by yeur liberality unto 
them; knowing that it was more eaſy for you to ſhew 
kindneſs, than to hear of it again. But it is matter of 


raiſe unto us, that among the members of Chriſt, hee 
zs ſuch an evidence of being of that body, that when One: > 


ſuffers, all ſuffer with it. However, we muſt be hole. _ 
den excuſed at your hand, for not mentioning of this, 
or expreſſing nothing of our” ſenſe thereof in our laſt let- 
ter unto you, becauſe it was neither from our inſenſible- 


neſs of your care, diligence anent, and ſympathy with 


us, nor from an unthankful frame of ſpirit, but was oc- 
caſioned only by reaſon of the abſence of our right reve- 
rend and beloved friend and faithful miniſter, Mr. James 
Renwick, who had all the information. with: Na . 


f, which we have clearly ſeed; by your ——— 


thanks for your friendly teſtimon - | 
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| 8 xverend ed ea Sir, Goon in your cany 
- for:the chmth of God Gon in nend eee 
| nablegauſes and he; who )hath hononred yon 
_ tnomanage his cauſe und our bans ee 
—_— miiſters belonging tothe nation' 7 
wunguss and doings are againk the Lord, to g the 
ers hf his glory, amd which Have occaſionsd the ruin 
0 7. und che ful of Fudab, will pet 20 
S el you, aoith the. rig htAuuĩ of his #ighteon/ne/t,: to 
 exyry-0n the ſame me againſt all oppoſites z fo, as ye tender 
te preſent cafe of dur wounded and bleeding! chärch, 
wee jointly, unamimouſlſy, and earneſtly: deſire that ve 
Wr lay yourſelf: wholly out- to fte and hinder the 
of that man, James Ruſfel, whoſe carriage 
* E home was very deſtructive to e eanſe, and offenſive 
200 the church of God, and is hο.w come abroad unto.you = 
ih 3 al ders, and affifters of, com- 
with, and':1connivers at kim and his way, de who 
wil : We fay,” Go on, and your! caſe ſhall be hol- 
1 up unto the Lord, as he will therein afliſt a broken 
* Indafiged church; which is troubled on every ſide; 
Des perplexed, yet not in deſpair; perſecuted with 
An che fury of hell, yet not forfaken; eaſt. down ta the 
ground and: covered with duſt, yet not deſtroyed. This 
As indeed our cafe. For the fury ef enemies is cone to a 
great height, and the malice of backſliders is fwelled in- 
to à large meaſure, ſo that the cup of the | Amorite and 
% -Edomite 1 is faſt filling up. Our houſes are caſt down, our 
<wijves' (yea ſome in child- bed) with our young · ones caſt 
nut. But what i is the matter of all this, for the Lord's 
holy mountain is laid defalatey and bi houſe thrown 
down to the gronnd ; ; and for our parts, (O praiſe him 
All 4 love him) he ſuffers us not to complain, but 
puts ſongs in our mouths in the midſt of this hot fire; 
and though enemies are not only permitted to threaten, 
but even to execute their threatenings, yet we may ſay 
in ſome meaſure, The heart of the riphteous is bold as 
2 lion, and is by Jehovab's aſſiſtance above the four of 
. what man can do. 


O what ſhall we ly, all things lopk as if the Lord were 
at the doors with heavy wrath and fad/judgments, with 
an overſtowing deluge to make the land deſolate; But 
bleſſed be bis holy name, he Hall be ag an hiding-place 

unto his remnant from the auind, as-<-covert from the tem. 
4 75 & rivers & water in a dry Place, as the. ſhadow of a 
2 | Seat 


8 ; 
" Mad 

* 
3 


„„ 
" . W Wine ac + 


\nookiin'a weary Jaw.” And ke incefifying le en. 
* to be ſuch unto any who will come untu¹α]., 
by eng Forth a call thereumto, Which is to us ſuch @ 
cor dia 5 een enn, 
to be felt. | 
Now ee who hat Hel on up to Nen . 
ed with us, in all the circumſtances of our cafe, π¹ ,ỹ,jjj 
your paing-and labour of love. Mind Scotlands caſe 
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It a mobs * proper to inſert 8 2 e writs 
ten by Michael Shields to Mr. Robert Hamilton, from 
the original letter written with his own Handy 1 R ” 
not in _ manuſcrĩpt regiſters th, fo 


Right Henqurable Bip; if it + toad erg 
LTH QU GH: n nuke to write to a 
I, and eſpecially-to:one in your circumſtances, 
yet IL have taken upon me to write this line to you, da- 
firing and deſigning thereby to evidence my reſpect untu, 
and ſympathy with vou, (much honoured of the Lora) 
hoping ye will take in good part hat I write. And nor- 
what ſhall I ſay, but 2 and praiſe the hoty arne 
of the Lord upon your behalf, who "hath raiſed and ſtir- 
red you up from among your brethren, to appear ſo & - 
minently, and manage his canfe ſa nobly bath at home 
and abroad againſt his enemies, yea, againſt choſe of 
whom better things were expected; when your mother- 
church was Hitting as a widow with her tears on her 
cheeks, and like the woman chaſed into the wilderneiy 
by the dra dragon and his angels, and few of her ſuns which 

- ſhe hath brought forth to take her by the hand. This 
calls for great humility, fear, 3 love, 2 
om 29s ana Mo... F CIR 
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A By, 
| = 4 4 Letter: ü Michael Shields 
May vr dot nit down, and wonder and admire at the 
F free love and .condeſcendency of our blefled- 
Lord ens Chriſt, not only in redeeming ani . 
5 ny the loſt poſterity of Adam from ſin, Reiß death, 
Adu che grave; but alſo at this, in dignifying and ho. 
_ © maonring any of theſe redeemed ones, who'are weak „un- 
worthy an ty creatures in themſelves, to appear, 
contend, obo and ſuffer for him, his honourable. 
eavle and precious truths, when he ſees fit to call and 
Angle them out. Is not this to make his ſtrength ap- 
Pear in weakneſs, his wiſdom in foo 8. and that he 
may get all the glory, to whom only it belongs; gs,” and the 
Poor creature laid low in its own ſight ? We have gotten 
proofs of this in our day ; and he in get triumphing in 
the chariot of free love and matchleſs Independency. 0 
therefore, let us cry out, Nat unte us, not unte us, but un- 
his nam be the glory, the honbur and the praiſe. —— 
What though we, W f e walking through this howling, | 
- but ſhort wilderneſs, be . hunted and pur- 
Mad, men wondered at, killed all the day long, and counted 
| aber fer the ſlaughter, and be perſecuted by all the fu- 
_ ry of devils, aud rage of men? If God be' glorified, and 
25 bs name exalted thereby, what loſe we? It was for this 
_ noble end (which is the higheſt end that man could have 
been created for) that he who is not capable af any ad- 
ditional glory from any of his creatures, created us for: 
Let us therefore anſwer that noble end of our creation, 
in whatever ſtation (whether doing or ſuffering) he puts 
us in, for in doing fo, all the good redounds to ourſelves. 
Let us rejoice i in tribulation and perſecution far his ſake, 
ſeeing there is a glorifying of him in the fires. The way 
to IM MANUEL's land, that ſweet land, afar off, is nat 
ſtrawed with roſes, which bur ſoft and "ngtures love 
| beſt, but thro? many tribulations we muſt enter. This 
is but following the footſteps of our Glorious Head, 
King, and Captain, who was made perfect through ſuf- 
g : and of the cloud of witneſſes who went through 
great tribulations, and waſhed their robes in the blood of the 
Lamb, who are now ſinging -the ſong of Mofes and the 
„ With croquns on their heads, arrayed in white robes, 
and palms in their hands, in token of 2 victory over 
all their enemies. 
Much honoured and dear: Sir, The poor ſuffering and 
wreſtling remnant' of the bleeding and wounded. church 
of: Sed hath matter both of ſorrow and of joy, la- 
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give up the dearly belovel of his foul into the hand =» 
15 proud enemy, yea to hide his face and ſtand aloof hs: 


a remnant, (even in the. midit of ſuch horrid backilid- 


| . My. 147 ain. 1 
e each 4 rejoicing.” Their cup is mixed with 


ker er, 3 ben; yea, they ily 


nous reps of Acfettion and great firs, which have pro- 


voked him to make His once glorions church like 4 de- 
ſolate wilderneſs, lay his pteafant ion defolate; an 


from our ſores. - O this calls for weeping, mourning 


lamentatiom I gg upon the other hand, they! havecaule | 
to rejoice in this That the Lord hath to the praiſe of ®. _ 


his glorious free gee: be it ſpoken) kept and preferved 


ings) whom he hath hitherto, and is yet helping and 
dignifying to witneſs, contend aug fuer ber Him, his 
noble cauſe and feet traths, 3 againſt all'oppoſers. 1 
now he hath Botutbte of our former abuſe 
the ſweet goff ). viſited ur wih a glimpſe of tro: gor 
ous goſpel, in up a miniſter fanthfally” 99 eack 
the ſame, of which T have been a witneſs. cas 
for great thankfulneſs at our hands ! Shoukd — we truſt 
in him for the future, and take this as a token for good, 
and that he who hath done this ſor his on name's ſabe, 


will yet do greater things for us ? Ought we not to love 


him, and delight in him, and walk ir humility; fear 
and trembling before him, leſt we provoke” bim to leave 
us? O] let us cry and pray unto him that he would not 
leave us, but return and be gracious" for his own name's 
fake, and altogether break our bonds, both ſpiritual and. - 
temporal; make” his glorious goſpel Fave 4 free courſe 
through the land, build his own houſe gin, To bring 
down the inſolem and proud enemy. g * 
Right honourable Sir, The General Meeting defired 
me, in their name, to ſignify to you, their unanimous 
and earneſt deſire, that as hitherto the Lord hath help- 
ed you to be active for his canſe, ſo alſo, that ye would 
lay out yourſelf t to cauſe theſe two, young men, | 
William Boyd and John Flint, to come home. 
Thus wiſhing and praying that the Lord God may be 
with you, comt ort, lead, and ſtrengthen you. eas 
Right Honourable" Sip, © 
Te our Humble" Cedis. 4 
MICH. "SHIELDS. 


Tur 


Edinburgh, Jan. 1 5th, 1684. 
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| i 3 of the country between the laſt Metin 
ven] and this, cannot he exprefied ang — 


F  , rw words; however à hint thereof may be 9925 g 
weil. The gruelty of enemies was: great, and Meir 


deen z and they were at no ſmall Pains to entrap 4 


| an to get them made obnoxious to; and brought 
| e laſh of their wicked laws, by enquiiring queſ- 


tions about owning the authority, and if Bothwel-bridge 


mer, and the owning of the latter to be criminal. Sin- 
ul imapeſitions were many ; and alas the fainting and 
yielding thereunto of not a few, was very ſad. Public, 
faithful Warning concerning fins, guties and dangers, 
. very rare. There being little public preaching, and 
mne in the fields. on In. James Renwick, that was 
1 heard: of. And as the condition of the land in general 
es fad aud denlarable ; ſo alſo in particular was that of 


i *. De Voited es, ſame of them being cruelly mur- 


on ſcaffolds, ſome impriſoned, and others put to 
idines,:chafings, out-caftings, and weary ug 

A in the-midie of thete,calamities, one thing was very 

"#&freſhing and encouraging to them, which. was the — 


preached to them by Mr. James. Renwick, and warning 


given af the, fins and ſnares of the time. And when 


athers were at eaſe, he was at no {mall pains, in travel. 
_ ting and wandering through the country about his Maf- 
ter a work, and was oft in 1 of enemies, and in 
iſtrels by cold and wearinels, yet chearful under the 
me. But theſe opportunities of the goſ pel-ordinarces 
were very encouraging and. reviving to the Societies in 
that ſad time: Yet they had one ingredient in their 
cup, which in ſome reſpect was more bitter than what 
they met with from enemies; and that was the conten- 


kings they judged they were called to have (and the re- 


gaſt on them upon that account) with many af 


che godly on the left hand, wha were guilty of defection, 


and defended the ſame; and with ſome on the right 
hand who were running upon extravagancies; the chief 
of thoſe upon the right band was James Ruflel, who 
with Patrick Grant, Cc. after they had feparated from 
the Societies, they went abroad; and coming to Gro- 
ningen immediately after the ordination of Mr. James 
Renwick, they had ſome contendings with him concer- 
ning thele things upon which _ had ſeparate. Alter 


he 
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as xebelliong He. making the diſowning. of the for. 


| 13 of the goſpel, which was faithfully and treely | 


22 


ee ee e 


=. 


Ye OOTY „„ 


e ay Morch MY 1684. Fe. vw" 
. eme away, Mr. John Flint joined with them, 
Who w ſeful to them in their learning, which they ſet 
about alſo, for putting in Latin ſome papers for 
them. They had no ſmall contendings with Mr. Ro- 
bert Hamilton, whom they much contradicted, vili- 
pended and oppoſed: Likewiſe they miſrepreſented ſe- 
veral of the proceedings of the Societies, which was 
ſad in itſęlf, and it being to, and before ſtrangers; made 
it more lamentable. At length they gave an informati- 1 
on in Latin, ſubſcribed by James Ruſſel and Patrick - _ 3 
Grant, unto J @- ' Mark Profeſſor of divinity, and - 1 _ 
miniſter at Groningen; wherein were ſeveral miſrepre- 
ſentations of ſomę af the proceedings of, and reflections #, 
upon the ſocietiß zud in particular upon Mr. Ren- 
wick; a double wikereof Mr. Hamilton ſent. home, in- © 
cloſed in a letter, and deſired that an anſwer might be. 
written to the ſame ; which coming but little before =. 
the day that the laſt meeting appoi inted Wr the General 3 
Meeting, the foreſaid anſwer, and me letters ; | 
were thought fit to be ſent” abroad, could nat be:ready 
againſt that time Whereupon it vas e 0 the” 
20th. of Us: 1 "0027 25 * 

7 6 Ro 

Waicn — 0 A Gene! Meeting dd conveen at 
Panbreck. After prayer, and modelling of the meeting, 
ſome reſolutions were fallen uy an account whereof 
followeth. 

At' former cneetingsi there were We queſtions en- 
quired at the members thereof, to the end that it t 
be known that they owned the teſtimony, and were free 
of public ſcandal; but theſe not being written, it was 
thought fit for order's ſake, and that they might be the 
better known andr emembered, to draw up the ſame in a 
paper; which being done and agreed unto by this meet - 
ing, (ſo far as I can remember) and to be 2 . 
afterwards. Accordingly for ſome years theſe queſtions 
were enquired at the members of the General Meetings; 
which was much f. poken againſt and condemned, eſpe- 
cially the laſt interrogation thereof. But ſomewhat 
ing ſaid concerning theſe queſtions in the account of the. 
meeting at the Priefhill, March 1575 1682. And alſo, 
the Society's mind being made known thereanent in their 
Informatory Vindication, I fhall ſay no more here about 
them, bus ſe a true copy thereof. | | 
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time ; whereunto all ſuch as are admitted 
of our General We are to altere £ | 6 4 


Fut in the. entry, theſe. who are to "bu, interrogate, 
= be known to be blameleſs as to their private walk, 


in being free of uncleannefſs, profanity, drunkenneſs, 
theft, ſwearing, lying, or any other thing that goes un- 


der the name of ſcandal: Aud ſo ane the mar 


. be i interrogate as followeth. 


75 * 
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1. Do ye know, the principles and prafticeref theſe 


1 Sapetics from whom ye have your commiſſion? 2. Do 


e and they on our Covenants. aud engagements, our 
ithful Declarations and. Teſtimon 3. Are ye and 
1 5 free of giving any manner of to the enemies? 
4. Are ye and chey free of paying Ceſs, Locality and 
*Myjtia-money 245. Are ye and they free of paying ſtipends 
to the Curates, r ate 2 6. Are ye and they free 


| ; : * of taking the enemies paſs or protection 2 7. Are ye 


- 


they free of anſwering unto enemies their courts ? 
Age ye and they free of capitulation any manner of 


ö Way with the enemies, or furniſhing them with commo- 
dliities ? 9. Are ye. and they free of counſelling and 


conſenting to any in their compliance, any of the fore- 
faid ways, for you, in your name ? 10. Are- ye and 
they free of joining with the Curates or indulged, by 
hearing them preach, accepting the adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments at their hands, ſubjecting to their diſcipline, 
ar being married by them? 11, Are ye and they free 


Sek joining any of the foreſaid ways with the complying, 


nn, and ſilent miniſters of the e 


There was alſo a long paper — to, ond agreed upon 
by the meeting, directed to qe 5 a Mart, profeſ- 
ſor of divinity of Groningen, Phelingius, el- 


der, Sc. miniſters of the goſpel there, and to all others 


whom 1 it might concern; containing a reply to an infor- 


mation ſubſcribed by James Ruſſel and Patrick Grant, 


and given in to the foreſaid miniſters (fome account 


whereof is given above) which information being tran- 
flated i into Englith, was alſo read to the meeting. The 
paper of reply was ſubſcribed. by the Præſes, and the 
moſt part, if not the whole meeting, and being tranſlat- 


ed into Latin, both were ſent to thoſe to whom it was- 


directed; which was very well accepted of,. and received 
by 
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& General Meeting, March 20ʃb, 1583. "the 1 BM 
by them. But in regard the information and reply re 
both Jang the inſerting” of them here ſhall be fe- 
borne... 2. . „ £ Kine » 365. 3 33708 . a 
The Meeting like wife upon à letter ts William: - 
Gordon, brother to the laird of Earlſtéun, ſtudent of 
the law at Groningen; which accordingly was feat co 
to him, In it they deſire that he would be ſerviceable, 
ſtrengthening, and encouragingto Mr. Robert Hamilton in 
that work, wherein he was intruſted by the Societies... 


) 


— - 


the beginning of June. 
In like manner they ſen „ 
Groningen; wherein they ſhewed, that kn Re 
had employed his power for a cenfiderable time in'givitlg - 
falſe narrations of the contendings and fufferings of the 
ſocieties, ſtriking in with ſuck as had groundlefly ſeparate 
from them, joining hand and - iffae” with them, and 
ſtrengthening them, by ſpreading abroad” into foreign 
churches their reproachful miſinformations in the Latin 
tongue; and alſo laboured to counteract the pains chelr 
Com miſſioner had been. at to give foreign friends a true 
impreſſion of our ſufferings, and the heads whereupon 
the ſame was ſtated, © They having ſent him abroad for 
the perfecting of his ſtudies,” that he might have been 4 
ſerviceable to them in the work of the Lord. But 2 
finding that he had ſo ſtated himſelf (as is faid) againft 
them, did defire him to come home, and anfwer to 
what was to be laid to his charge for his carriage abroad. 
This Letter was accordingly ſent to him, but he did not 
come home upon it, but wrote an anſwer thereto; where- 
in he juſtifies himfelf, and hath ſeveral uncharitable re- 
flections upon the ſocieties, and refuſes to come home; 
however, in July or Auguſt thereafter, he came, andn -Þþ 
his home- coming he preached, and married h perfons'; ; 
as alſo, when in this land, he preached; giving out that * 
he had a power and kcerite fo te de, from GET 
OO IM © 


— 


4 4 4 8 Ou J 
N 93 But what pow 


annes Abringa 
er he had from them may 


appear from a letter ſubſcribed by Mr. John Abringa, 


Miniſter at Groningen, and written in name f all the 


miniſters there to Mr. Robert Hamilton 3 4 copy of 
8 bud: eee e. 
. F 1 | „ 


, £> 1 
1 


* 


Hoch 2 Sin, TOY PEO 
FOR anſwer to your Letters, take this. ſhort nar- 
rative of the proceeding 8 of. us miniſters," in the 
caſe of Mr. Flint. He defiring an Examen, for the end 
he might lawfully. preach Ki word of God unto the 
faithful 2 of the church of Seotlang : We know- 
ing before, his fiery wit, and beingtafficiently acquaint- 
ed how he had engaged himſelf againſt thoſe in whoſe 
name he firſt; came. to us, eſpecially againſt Mr. Ren- 
wick: and juſtly-fearing he wauld but — up the flames 
of ſchiſm, and deut the bowels of his mother- church, 
2 a; ive our conſent to his petition, leſt we ſhould 
againſt our general intention, to contribute 
HR much as in us lieth, to the furtherance of the edifi- 


cution of the church of Scotland; or be partakers of a- 
nother man's fin. He being after this manner fruſtrate ; 
of his purpoſe, went to — Profeſſor Mark, aſking 


of him a teſtimany of his demeanour, which is given to 
as is wont commonly to be done to ſtudents when 


they return home from the univerſity ; ; Which being 


done, the ſaid Mr. Flint went therewith, not to all, but 
to the moſt of us miniſters, from houſe to houſe, craving 


the ſubſcriptiang of their names; which they did accor- 
-dingly without ſcruple, becauſe containing nothing in 
It but a teſtimony of his ſtudies and life, with an ex- 


preſs clauſe of the known contention, and adjoined re- 
commendation of peace and unity with his brethren, 


This is the whole buſineſs faithfully related, If Now 
Mr. Henderſon will take this bare teſtimony, as if there 


were therein a power given to Mr. Flint to da the work 
bo the miniſtry, his groſs miſtake may be imputed to his 
8 in things of this nature. But if Mr. Flint 

f ſhould make a like conſtruction thereof, it would 

be in him not a miſinferring fault, but flatly an impudent 


untruth; and if ſo be, 1 would thereupon aſſume unto 
— any, miniſterial power, whatſoever in that holy 


hs. we would hold it as a deſperate n 


n 1 p * £ . 
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K e Nite Baal „ 


e reer intruſion; and the fearful fin of ches 
who n Funſent, before they be lawfully ſent. The 
E oſ the ſaid teſtimony will give 19 — 
to an underſtanding reader as to confute Mr, Flint's p. 
ſumption. re we need not recall any commilli-. 


on or licence given to Mr. Flint, becauſe none was ver 
given him ; he not being examined nor inſtalled into the 


miniſtr. 


y with impoſition of the hands of the Preſbytery: 
Thoug| 


u we cannot help it, if he will take ſuch liberty of 


draw out of it,” 

Profeſſor 
if you be pk 
anent the foreſaid edimiony. Thus reſting, we com- 


mend you angjall the faithful ones unto God and the 


word of wp grace, WEE and (pie 1 welfare. 


Four bearty maten, 


Andi in the i name of all the miniſters af the 
ae. 


£95, 
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JOHANNES aun A, rom e 5 


pff July 10th, 16h: 


3 Er the ww en A letter to „and 
Thomas Ruſſel's, and Patrick Grant, repreſenting ta 
them their ſinful ways in miſrepreſenting their | caſe, 
and miſinforming ſtrangers, contradicting their faithful 
commiſſioners, c. Withall deſiring them to come 


home, and anſwer ta what was to be 10 to their charge, | 


2s they would not declare themfelves to be obſtinate in 
their unjuſt ſeparation from the ſocieties. This letter 
was ſent, but they wrote an anſwer thereto, with many 
bitter expreffi ons, and uncharitable reflections, c. 


However falling into 5 3 ry left Grenin gen | 


ſhortly after, 


Here, / as -wauld appear, there have 1 been ſome ſheets 
of the manuſcript loſt, before it was bound, (the pages 
of it not being numbered till of late) as there were two. 
meetings, which are wholly wanting.” 'The firſt was Ju- 


ly 


tongus and conſcience as wrongfully to wreſt our actions, 
altogether free From a res of what he would ; 


Lark es at l his abode at Franter⸗ | 
ea deu may find full ſatisfaction of him 


o e 9 K 
* g k 7 LS ! a * 
245 * "I 
” * * > 


bx  Seqrft. The ſecond was Oftober 


TO 117. 1 ebene Wr 


reth. Let es 
arc: ſeveral letters written by them, the Autogfaphs of 
w which, being yet extant, it will not be e 


| dad many of them as can be found. 


I "The: erben be an ab act of a deter Uf Me ru 
we in his own hand neee =  Mecting, 


5 ee en 5684. 5 — 

e at) COM e eee 

* ee. asg hes 42. ani * 
Received e | 


| informations, and proteſtations. As te the letters 
t Friezland, I delivered them, and to m on know- 
Idge, I can ay, they were greatlybleſe$79 ſeverals in 


tf, this land, putting ſome to ſeareh he cauſe more than 


cer, and others aſhamed that they had done ſo little 
for it ; and putting the more ſerious to bleſs the Lord, 
acknowledge his goodneſs in ever letting them know 
that church, and Ronouring them to be companions 
. with any et her children in their tribulation; all which, 


ck more chan I can expreſs, they had fignified 


_ mato\you, had it not been for the want of language: 
However, they laid it jointly upon me, to acquaint you, 
m very dear and honourable Brethren, of their real 
ve, and great ſympathy toward you, as allo, their ad- 
herence to that Noble Cauſe you are honoured da n 
and contend for. | 
As to James Ruſſel his affair, fo Sow 2 as the SVs 
tion, with your diligence'toward.thefe in Fife, and your 
Jetters calling Flint and them home, were turned into 
Latin, I went to Groningen and delivered them firſt to 
profeflor March, and then acquainted che minifters of 
them; who were all glad to —— of the letters to the 
Clas, and theſe informations, And every one I ſpake 
with ſignified a greater defire than another to read them, 
and declared their great deſire to ſerve you, ——as for 
that fad miſſive of J. Ruſſel to D. Steel, Cc. having 
turned it into Latin, I delivered it to the miviſier whom 
they alledged did own them, and had been preſent at 
that conference, who read it in the preſence of Meſſrs 
Gordon and Boyd, and me, but with great aſtoniſhment, 
almoſt at every ſentence crying out; O great and mani- 
feſt untruths and kept the letter, to challenge them u- 
pon it : — I ſhall omit that affair until another 
— when, if the Lord will, I may give you a ful- 


ler 


, "WS * 1 " 


* 
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ler accour of his management in this place? Ohe, and. 
chat Whole company have been, and are à proud and 
cruel enemy: As for what they have done againſt me, 1 
bleſs the Lord, I can forgive them as heartily, as if the 
Bad never dotic it. fheir cauſe and way, hath ever 
been loathſome to all Groningen, althe' they all toH 
me, that they had bound up their hands from — 
acting, ſpeaking, or praying in public for our chureh, 
not chat they kruſted that company, but that they by 
Flint their mouth, had publiſhed: abroad that whatever 
informations 1 had given were falſe; and adding matt 
dreadful and bloody repreackes, eſpecially upon Mr. 
Renwick and me, and all cha were not for them. 

5 As to r againſt the! Scots congrogition at | 


in this ud «all alſo ſend: ſome of them 3 1 1 
find they were turning their whole edge againſt me for- 
merly, and by their old ſubtile treacherous way, i 
ſtrangers believe that there was nothing worth the e WW | 
ing of, bctwixt you and them, ſave fore kite thing im 's 42 
the Sanquhair" Declaration, and Oncen's-ferry . ns 
as if forſooth, they had not hoth left and dere r 3 
cauſe, and the wreſtling Remnant long before that. - 1 

As to your letters and commiſſion, you have 8 
pleaſed to ſend, —as they were very undeſerved by me 
ſo the Lord knows that they often make me to tremble; 
when J think upon them, being ſenfible of my own irs 
ſufficiency and weakneſs, for e great a work. How- ww 
ever, as I cannot but acknowledge and be ſenſible of 

your kiudnefs towards me; ſo I cannot but accept, and 
endeavour to improve it, ſo far 36 may be for the advanc- 
ing of the Lord's cauſe, and publiſhing, as he ſhalt affiſt, 
the great and mighty works that he hath done for us, 
and our fathers, and for that poor ſpeckled bird, and 
buſh burning, yet not conlvings, the charch of. Ico 1 
LAND. 
O honoured and very PRs Brerkren, be not Abs 
| raged, but encourage yourſelves in the Lord, the KING 
or SAINTS: Though few and every way contemptible 
like, yet it is JEHovan's Cauſe, who is the Lord of 
hoſts: He is engaged for you, and what can ener 
. tency not do?? 

O honoured O greatly s Seotland, above alt 
nations, to diſplay Chriſt's ſtandard for the truth, to 
. and keep'it- up againlt all oppoſition ; yea and to 

ſtate 


nate the cauſe, and decker war n Wesch d 
 whoriſh beaſt, and all his ſupporters, whether gight, or 
Jet hand enemies. O who could have believed 9 7 
that the pooreſt, and moſt contemptible among the na- 
| tions, poor Scotland, ſhould have been thus honoured} 
S or that ſhe ſhould have maintained ſuch a long and ay 
3 © ty- warfare, againſt ſo bloody, ſo mighty, ſo fubtile, 
F rich, and numerous armies, recruited again and | 
dum the very ſtool of Rome, and front all the courts 
e Antichriſt, yea with all the policy, cruelty and ſuhtil- 
ty that hell itſelf could invent, a war, not only foreign 
but inteſtine ; maintained, not by nobles, gentry, ſtateſ- 
men, experienced wariours, nor by great and learned 
miniſters; but by a poor filly, feckles like company, 
Enabled to do great exploits, and to counter-act the 
©. deepeſt counſels that have ever been managed againſt a 
poor church, and that notwithſtanding of the many 
treacheries carried on againſt them, by their own mini- 
3 and pretended brethren amongſt themſelves. 
0 behold and wonder O praiſe, praiſe and be encou- 
for great is the Lord our God, the lion of the tribe 
of Judah. O let every ſoul cry out, not anto us, not un- 
1 us, but unto his name belongs the glory, the bonour and 


- graiſe. 
"a 2 nothing diſcourage you, or make you lower your 
top- fails; hold up the goſpel, coſt what it will; he has 
often, yea often declared his good pleaſure in that way, 
in defending, ſheltering, bleſſing and encouraging the 
followers thereof. And he ſhall yet make the greateſt 
of his enemies ftrike ſail thereto. 
O © honoured and dear Brethren, one field-preaching 
this day, (when by a wicked law it is interdicted) is a 
ter teſtimony for Chriſt, and his 1 than all our 
— are worth (read Dan. vi. 7, yea than all 
the reachings I know of in the world this day. O be 
— in prayer to God, for our worthy friend Mr. 
James, who is the miniſter, this day in the world, that 
I durſt venture my life with, and if it might pleaſe the 
Lord to call me to that land, if my heart deceive me not 
greatly, I would count it a greater honour to carry his 
wallet, than to wear a crown; I hope he is a ſon of ma- 
ny prayers, both at home, and abroad, and one that 
Satan kythes much malice at, O that he may ſpoil his 
kingdom, and advance greatly the kingdom of our ſweet 
Lord Jeſus. I doubt not but ye are looking out for 
| ſtorms 
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At ak v6, 1 
1 5 31 think -cliere Wa. chattering of the Pee 
*birs Höre, before the bitter winter come on, a blaſt be. 
ie the ſtorm, O! think there {halt be no ſhelter; G 
I de long, fave under the ſhadow of the Almighty: and 
O but that all be made yet ſweeter,” and far fore b. 
freſhing to ſome, even in time, chan either men or ans. © 
gels Mall ever be able to expreſs, for the life of faith s 
"never half experienced, as long as there is a dry inch 
Wibout the ark to ſet our foot upon. But now the 
Lord's people are called to wait upon him, to mind du- 
ty and ſerionſf to ponder, what the time, the oppdt - 
tunity, and A penfations under which they are at pre- 
ſent call for, waxing ſtrong in the Lord and in the 
power of Hi might; for yet à little while, aud. he that 
Thall come, will come, and will not tarry. ; 5 
Thus wiſting that the Lord God may lead you 5 12 Eq 
' flock throtgh# the wilderneſs, by coul, prot schon, 1 
and direction, making freſn and living ſprings of com- 
fort, life and conſolation cee N. 1 . bY ; 


Much honoured, and my deareſt Fates 70 
ſympathizer and lun, in 1 work Us Er. he 


May Bb, 1684. ROBERT e 
P. S. I received a ſhort line from- my Brother in 
Groningen, ſhewing that Thomas Rude! was. lately 
at profeiſor Marek, deſiring a fight of your anſwer to 
their accuſation, ol of the ſubſeribers names, upon ee - 
ing of which, he ſaid they were a whine bairns. 'And 
2s for David Steel, he called him a poor ignorant brdy. 
John Henderſon is daily expected at Groningen, with x 
Call from Fife, for him to come home and preach the 
goſpel. O horrid actings! But 1 hope God will bath dit- 
cover and counter-act them, I think they are of 1 0 
vil ſpirits that will be beft thrown down by faith's | 
pons (faſting and prayer) for their way is (as of all ſs 
taries) to reproach dreadfully all that es chem: e- 
cept that, they have no other r 7 1 
O my dear Brethren, the Lord ſeems to be * 
coſtly building in Scotland, —O ns ſtrength and beauty 
ſhall yet be wonderful to the nations ahout: Wait with- 
out wearying, and fight witbout fainting; hold oF rocks 
on all hands; your, xxjals, yea the depth of Jordan is 
yet to paſs: But the Lordi is able to ſave to the utter- 


S moſt; ; 


a; and when he {hall takethe eee, df ion _ 


4 E: Feen above board, ye fal be made ts e 
| - 5 charges are well wared. TY 


Now I muſt end, . loth to part; I hope * : 
mind me, and lay it upon all to do it. The bleffing ? 
- Am at was — from his brethren. be with; g 


1 1 „ ROBERT HAMILTON. 
* Vee | : ; (th 8 
He follows a Letter fom the General mee Joy 


; 31fts 1 | 
| FP 1 
75. Alice and ſuffering. diftr ber 7 the 
= .Churth © ond fuſer the 2 Amour John a 


d. e 7 * in ibe * ＋ * 
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"Bi gt fatmus „ TY ; 
'F. we ſhould forget you, we © ſhould prove altogether 
—ungrateful, for we have had (by che information of 
Sur right honourable: delegate, and fuch of our friends 
As have been with you) held out unto us large proofs of the 
reſounding of your bowels of ſympathy towards us, of 
your care and kindneſs-many ways manifeſted, which to 


encouragement; and refreſhment, conſidering” that the 
Lord: hath put you in fuck an eminent capacity of doing 


whole world. | 
O employ (as heretofore you have done} your place; 
and lay out your gifts, which God hath bountifully be- 
ſtowed upon you, for himſelf, and the reviving of his 
church throughout the earth: What is-ſo deſireable, as 
to do for Chriſt, and to ſuffer with him? His croſs is 
more to be eſteemed than the riches, pomp' and gallantry 
of this world; yea, he who ſpeaks cemfortably to his 
church im the wilderneſs. gives ſo- much of his company 
with his croſs, as the is made to ery out, that her lines 
are fallen to ker in pleaſant places; we are ſo convinced 


_ andperplexities;amtconfident of the continuance thereof, 
as that we know we need not now crave the ſame ; how- 
ever we make this humble ad unto you, earneſtly 


7 TE 9 ye. would. vecor (not ours 8 78 
or 


us, a poor people in the furnace of affliction, is no ſmall 


good, not only to us, but to his church throughout ahe 


of the tender feeling which ye have of our diſtreſſes and 


A * Wo * * 


* 3 
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„ 5 7750 faffered for us; and _ 
deplorable, IN nn e church» tk 
. 5 it ſo the Lord's be ſtrengthened, a 
n the ace of affliction ves ; 
ved; and that there may be a right underſtanding . 
gt Zion's well-wiſhers, how their common cauſe” 
"and intereſt ſands, for, as the rage of the adverſaries af 
ih is inſatiable; ſo, their purpoſes are not againſt a 
* of us only, but the whole goſpel inteneſt. 
ere likewiſe a line from your hand unto ouf- 
ſelves, or you abundantly know what an orphan- condi- 
tion we are in, and how we get no reſt from grappling ; 
with extreme difficultics.. And becauſe we look upon. 
you as a father. Therefore. we make the more bold to 
fire you to lay it — that reyerend learned and pious 
Preſbytery 0 "it ngen to clear themſelyes of that foul” 
aſperſion of raſtianiim, and defending; of corruption, 
which they ave Charged with, by theſe who have made 
defection -from our church. For we may with grief of 
heart rehearſe it, that theſe miniſters who have ſurren- 
dered up the privileges of Chriſt's houſe, and A 
his followers, make their malice no mare to appear in 
reproaching us, than in reproaching that famous oY 
bytery ; yea, their expreſſions are ſuch, as a tender hes, 
would not find freedom to rchearſe them again. And 
now ve clearly ſee, that the TO ppoſe themſelves not on- 
L to us, our wreſtlings, and ſatferings, ſome of them 
faying no leſs, than that they could deliver us up into 
the hands of the common adverſary, becauſe we defire 
to hold faſt what we bave received, to aun with all our 
own things, before we quit with Chriſt. But they put 
another face upon it, branding us, as if we were the on- 
I incendiaries of church and ſtate: Whereas, it is only 
the kingdom of Satan that we endeavour to give no 
unto: But, alſo (we ſay) they oppoſe themſelves to that 
veyerable Prefbytery : yea and all reformed churches , 
whole praiſe-worthy ways, are a teſtimony againſt their 
backſlidings, But ſure we are, that theſe noiſome winds 
which they raiſe, in the air, ſhall tend to the more re- 
fining of it; · and their continued oppoſition to truth, 
ſhall make it more clear, and precious, and tend to the 
vindication of the common 1 intereſt. 
Like wiſe, though we ourſelves. be nok Ir the leaſt 
doubt about it, m een his teſtificate, and heard the 
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Hg others whom » we credit yet Faelle eggs, 
ing to us againſt our antsgor Fithat- venerable Peg 
1 2 mond: in their long longed for letter, it . 5 
ordination ot Mr. James Renwick was purely 5 
J -  *ternan, and binding him to the word of God, be the A 
- reformation of the church of Scotland, and to 0 ! | 
RM Himſelf to 'the Uiſciplizie of this church, bans uf 1 


The Lord's s diſpenſutions give to obſerve clearly, that 
ve, and we, are much called to ſtudy to be one i Him; 
for without any difficulty we diſcern that our Appoßites 
e become your. oppoſites, and yours are become ours, | 
1 - Jan ps therefore flee in unto the. Lord by: frequent and 
©. fervent prayer, that he may lead us in the 32 of truth 
mad holineſs, where the wayfaring men, though fools, 
= = ball not err. Let us only ſtudy to deny our own 
Krengeh, which is but weakneſs, and our own wiſdom, 
which is but folly, that we may truſt in tbe Lord with 
dur whole hearts, and ſo be fitted for diſplaying a ban- 
. 4 ner againſt all his adverſaries, with this motto upon it: 
| Ws - 1 has Loril of bajts ts with u, the God © Jacob #5 our 
N * Fi:  - Fefinge gur ſowing in tears, doth promiſe. a reaping time 
& _ er be will give unto ſuch as are mourning in Lion, 
= "Peauty- or aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, andthe gar- 

* nent! of praiſe for. the ſpirit of heavineſs.-——— Therefore let 
us wait upon him, and encourage. Ka org in him; for 
1 His appearing for the church is ſtill ſeaſonable. 
3 Now the Lord God be with you, and make you as a 
brazen wall and an iron pillar againſt all Zion's oppolers, 

and give yon to fight the good fight of faith, enduring 
to the end, that ye may get the crown, whoſe motto is, 

To THE OVERCOMERS. In :your prayers always 

mind us, a poor, diſtreſſed, bleeding, and perplexed 

poopie: Who Fenn, | 
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7 der eval obliged friends, as always obedient 
| Bervangt i in the n | 


Subſeribed in our name, and by our direction, by the 
Clerk * our General Meeting. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


Given and Subſeribed at 8 
5 Jour 31/t, 1684. 2 4N 48 
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rec, our correſpondence together, by reaſon 
*thegiſtance of place, your intended travels, and the 
dußculty of tranſmitting letters, may be for a ſeaſon in- 
terrupted However, as we are hound in duty, we hall 
endeavqur, through the Lord's gracigus affiſtanee, 
keep up a mindfulneſs of you, and that work herein the 
Lord hath employed you for us, always praying the 
Lord may dire8 you wiſely tu manage his cauſe agaimt 
all his oppoſites * in a great meaſhe he bath dene 
heretofore) may make yon a brauen Walk and an ines 
pillar in his houſe; may bleſs. your lahee and twes "8 
and that, when his holy will is; he (pre ig ee in 
your work) may reſtore you unto us, Joaded with che * "I 
{poils.of Antichriſt, trophies of the kirk of B e 
the longed-for fruits of your painful labours, : - 1 © 7 "hh 
_ Oright honqurable and truſty Commiſſioner, Bo on i 
in your work, fear not men, the cauſe is the Lord's, anl. "Y 
he will glorioufly own it. What ſhall we ſay to his prag 2 
and to your encouragement, but we are meeting with © 
many proofs of his power and faithfulneſs, even when 
our furnace is hotteſt ; we may ſay, he is ſtill delivering 9 
us, either by preventing trials, or ſupporting under tri- = 
als; he, as it were, lays the bridle upon the mane of ad- of 
verlaries, and yet lets:it be ſeen that in ſome meatur? 2 
they cannot get us reached. O how glorious is he m 1 
wiidom, power, holineſs juſtice, goodneſs and truth; 4 
he is laying pledges into our hands that he will do great 
things for ps, whereof we {hall be; glad, and which he 
ſhall proclaim among the heathen. We are perſuaded! 
he is poſting upon his way to appear for his broken and 
buried work; he will come at an unexpected time, and 
in an unexpected manner, and happy ſhall they be whom 
he will find at their work, and who are not ſleeping witli! 
the generality of this generation: But ſure we are, there 4 
are fad days abiding ſuch as are dealing with a Pack 
band this day, and who refuſe to anſwer his call pony : 
= | | When 


* e 


.. is many ways Pre himſelf to 8 3 
E: > * - and teſtifying his willingneſs to hirn * . 
| Z e do not doubt but that he will retern, aug , 
5 - faddenly ; and he hath great mercies abiding theſe h 
e waiting for him; but judgments; ON ny judg- 
* * ments we are ſure ſhall uſher them in. 
to wade through judgments toward his —.— 3 1 48d Of oO!” 
noble way that he takes, * we cannot am 
7 pared for mercies. . 
How ſhall we open up our hearts, or anf ur 
thoughts unto you ? The Lord he is God and e Cap- 
ain of our ſalvation, a cleared fight whereof would ob- 
Feurate all the difficulties that are in the way, and carry 
the eye over both the long, weary, flimy, and thorny 
Wilderneſs, and the proud ſwellings of Jordan, behold- 
ing and contemplating the good and promiſed land. 
We hope the Lord hath taught yon better than to re- 
gerd oppoſition in your way of ſerving and following him, 
= for the more ſad your ways be, the more glorious ſhall 
de your victery z vou will miſken yourſelf, when, in- 
= fcadiofa crown of thorns, you get an immortal crown 
== - of glory put upon your head, and a cloathing of white 
ment, always beholding him who is the wonder and 
Me | of the family of thet higher houſe. 
But now, we commit you to the Lord for digodtine, 
| comforting and ſupporting grace, praying that hemay be 
with you in your intended travels, and make your Ei 
tend to the up- raiſing of his work; and for what hs 
hath done by you, we deſire to bleſs him, putting a 
prize upon all his mercies, eſpecially upon that ineſtima- 
-ble benefit of his goſpel, which is as reviving from the 
dead. Let us, if poſſible, hear from you, ere you de- 
part from the place where yoy now are, and let us know 
wherein it lies in our power to be encouraging and ſtreng- 
thening unto you. So again, we leave you upon the 
good hand of your God and our God, hoping that we 
need not deſire yau in 2 pray to 2 mindful of us, who 
are, | 


Yeur Honour's Bot * endeared friends, 


brethren, and Servants in the Lord, 


N. Subſcribed in our name, and by our direfiion, by the 
005 HY our Venere Meeting, 
| Ls SHIELDS. 
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_* reformed church of Scotland, to the true Proteſtant and, 
reformed church at Groningen, particularly the ifs 
„ . * 3 ö . N 3 

ref g . ae 


— ann 
Fs fweet experience which we have had of your © 3 
I receivitig, and faithfulneſs in weighing our former 
- adrefſes; With the circumſtances wherein we ſtand; hath 1 
given us abundant encouragement to catch hold of this 7 
preſent opportunity of the unfolding ſomewhat of our 
ſorrows, which your love and our neceffity invites ank 
calls, yea commands us to repreſent to your ſympathy 
and compaſſion; however; we are confident, we may 
commit much to the faithfulneſs of dur right hohoura= -U 
ble Delegate, to lay open unto you our fad*and deplora -H 
ble condition. And we are affured. that the lr ee 
bear to the common cauſe of alf Chriſtians will not fuf- 
fer you to ſhut your eyes from the bleeding and lan- 
table condition of the poor diftrefſed church of NW. 
land. Should we not therefore ſeek to caſe our burdens © * 
ed hearts, by pouring them out into your boſoms ? for -_ 
it we ſhould neglect this, we would ſeem ungrateful to- 
Wards you, who have given ſo large and ample eviden- 
ces of your readineſs to do for us, and ſuffer with us. 
Aſſurediyʒ if ever a poor church was battered at by 
Satan and his inſtruments, we are that church; if ever 
a poor people were beſet round with right and left hand 
oppoſites, we are that people: if ever a poor remnant 
were the objects of Antichriſt's cruelty and apoſtatical 3 
malice, we are that remnant : For the Lord hath called "RY 
forth and ſtrengthened an enemy againſt us, the rod of 
ef his anger, and the flaff of his indignation ; a generation 
of men whoſe ſpirits are ſet on edge” by the fury of hell, 
under whoſe exaſperate crueſties we ſigh and mourn, 
they drawing their furrows upon our backs. Many of 
us are daily led as lambs to the laughter; yea, and at 
the hour of our death are not permitted to commend 
the free grace of God in Chriſt, to ſpeak to the loveF'- 
neſs and defirableneſs of the croſs, to exhort others to 
ſtedfaſtneſs in the taufe, nor to proclaim that the lines. 
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> _ engmies to religion, their ſirength, by appearance, ſtill 
increaſing. If our God will lay our bodies as the firee+- 


0 
- 


— 


are fallen to us in pleaſant places., Some are ſhut” up in 
MHon-houſes, laid in irons, and ſo barbarouſly kept, 


Wer by the bonds of nature. or Chriſtianity, can have no 


= o 


®acceſs unto. them. Others are ſent away to foreign 
Plantations to be fold as ſlaves; and all of us, we may - 
fay, put towander with our lives in our hands; and to 
eat our þread. in the peril of our lives, many of our re- 
-  , Bdences being in the wild mountains, dens and taves of 
the carth, the enraged adverſary ftill ſearching a pur- 


ſuing after us, and many ſtill permitted to falſ inte cheir 
hands. But O ! we need not expreſs unto you the in- 


veterate and, deadly -malice of this malignant, profane, 


and antichriſtian faction; for what true Proteſtants 
know. it: not, that the rage of ſtated enemies againſt the 
church of Chriſt is inſatiable. However, the Lord is 


aur witneſs, that our grief and trouble is not ſo much 


decauſe of the dangers we are in, and of the miſery which 
we are liable to ; but that which moſt affects our hearts, 
i the danger which we behold the whole Proteſtant re- 
formed churches are in at this juncture, through the u- 
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that thoſe whom they are moſt ſtrictly related winto, die 


— 


niverial conſpiracies and combinations amongſt avowed 


under our feet, and pour out our blood as duft before 


their fury, his holy and wiſe will be done: For, if our 
blood would be a mean to recover or preſerve the reſt 
of the true churches of Chriſt from antichriſtian tyranny, 
we are willing to offer it up for the ſervice : But we 
know their fury is inſatiable, and will not die with us; 
they being armed againſt us, not as men, but as Chriſ- 


tians. Yet what ſhall we ſay, we dare not quarrel nor 


- 


* — 


repine at our low caſe, but we ought rather to rejoice 
in it, ſeeing that it makes for the manifeſtation. of the 
Lord's attributes toward us; for we may ſay, he gets 
new occaſion to make his power manifeſt, taking hold 
of our extremity as his opportunity; ſo that we may 
fay, we are troubled. on every ſide, yet not deſtroyed ; 
we are. perplexed, but not in deſpair ; perfecuted, but 
not forfaken ; caſt down, but not deſtroyed. For we 
are not made ſo much to mourn becauſe of the length 


that enemies are permitted to proceed againſt us, as to 
wonder that they get not more of their purpoſes accom- 


pliſhed, for day and night they weary themſelves in 
purſuing after the guiltleis. Many times we are deliver- 
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ave ren eee of their e, 
Aa his we eſteem he Lon, 3 it is our deliyerange, - 


it manifeſts the s power and faithfulne 8 : | 
towards us, and encourages us to believe that he ſhalt - "I 
o great things for us: efore our mouthg 


wich Ee our tongue with finginig, and we „ - 


Bll be pp=de to pro the heathen, ny The 24 
bab done great Brings 275 us, -Whereof we are 1 5 2 
2 rs delivered, for we je it a 


| dclizerance, N ome faint BR 
1 we. 4 faithful unto the was fone an Ay 


their heats than any 9 e bes Ng 


Chriſt they Gpging in the hat furnace, 75 crying 10 

that 7 ks Free fallen to ghem in pleaſant filaces. * 

Now, 12 reverend and deariy beloved in our Lor 2. | 
we have the more encouragement to lay out our _ Ee» 


very wa ou, that. your brotherly f 
ery way unte you, tl . 


— 


labours of love have — antfcft to us all, an 
out the world, by your kindly acceptance * our right 
honourable and faithfut Delegate informations, your 
reſpecting and crediting him hem ve awe : 1 88 5 
reſpect and credit unto; by your” at ectionate kindnhe!s 
Into and ordaining of Mr. James Remwick, who is tos 
a faithful miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, which hath furniſhed 5 
us with no ſmall encouragement and refreſhment in this 
day of our diſtreſs; the Lord giving evidences that hes | 
is his meſſenger z "and alſo, by your hitherto friendly *-* 
entertaining of ſach as have been ſent to your colleges : "3M 
Withal, earneſtly, though humbly, begging and in- 
treating, that (if there be any poſſibility 0 it) ye would 
3 end upon ſome way for the future maintaining of 
ſome of our youths at your. calleges 3 for 15 M , As 
we are not able to maintain them abroad, ſo our ſc 
and colleges at home are ſo corrupt and enſniring, t 
none who will not run with them into.the Lage cg 
of error and riot, can or dare meddle with .the far IT 
However, we ſerioutly defire that none from this Jana 
be owned or acknowledged by you, who. 18 ok 7771 2 
teſtiſicate or the recommendation o our Heleg : 
as to theſe, who without aux knowled ge or Lean f 
already crept in amongſt you with their errors ag "I, 
lumnics, tending to the weakning | of the. Propane 
tereſt; we hope we need not again warn vou, Ju 5 
that ſuare to be * broken. ds d ns 55 
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75 2 Faye 7 T * 
ply (having had proofs of the ſame) "ES Ks can 
(s, we make this humble addreſs unto you, 
owels of Chriſt, earneſtly imploring your mol 
© prayers for us to 'the Lord, who is the hearer of wud 
that he who hides. his face from us, may yet return again 
and lift up the light of his countenance upon ug, may 
_ reclaim his captivated declarative glory, and oba and 
Fatter the enemies thereof. 
Now, the Lord 1 ou, and preſerve us, that we 
| l as one man, ſtand up againſt Antichriſt and all 
- his limbs, and whatever is contrary to found doctrine and 
the power of godlineſs, that fo the work of theſe latter 
ages may be carried on, to the honour of God and the 
- "Church's: Joy, through 2 Chriſt. * we re- 
Kare. 


. bur obli iged 30 85 Fr” Humble Servants in the 


Subſcribed i in our name, we by our are, by the 
* of our General Meeting, 


Se es MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


"The contending and wreſtling, fifeving and di freed re- 


formed church of Scotland, ta the true reforme church. 


at * | 


Ju 31h, 1684. 


. Right revd. and dearly beloved in the Lord, 

UR long — to teſtify our acknowledgment 
O of your kindly ſympathy and friendly commiſera- 
tion of us in our diſtreſſed, bleeding and perplexed caſe, 
may make you apprehend that we are forgetful of the 
great benefits which we received from your hands, and 
ungrateful towards yourſelves : but we earneſtly intreat 
that no fuch thought may be entertained ; for though 
aur tranfmiſfion of letters to you, hath "hitherto, by 

reaſbn of ſome providentiat exigences, been obſtructed, 
yet the ſenſe ＋ the duty of thankfulneſs which we owe 

unto. you is, and we hope will be, always upon our ſpirits. 
Albeit we be in ſuch a poor caſe as we are not able, tho 
| * — to manifeſt the ſame by — yon 


any 
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we Refarmed Church at -Embden. 147 
any manner of way, according to your kindneſs ſhown,” _ 
| ind liberality extended towards us; but we know in what + 
7e did, therein ye had your eye upon duty, and not u- * 
pon reward. And your charitable frame of ſpirit which Ma 
was evidenced to us hy ur bounty, and declared by ouß 
right honourable Commiſſioner, was encouraging 4 
and refreſhing to us than all worldly things could be; 
for we look upon the ſounding of bowels among Chri- 
tians as 2 great token of good to the univerſal church, e Pr 
which {as we a poor part thereof are in a deplorable, _ 
caſe) 8 in a very dangerous condition; the rage of enc- 
mies being inſatiable, not bended againſt us as men, but 
as Chriſtians, weg as Proteſtants 3 and the more they 
prevail againſt us, the more courage they take to enter 
into uniyerſal plots and conſpiracies againſt the whole 
reformed churches, . Therefore let us account the ſuf- 
fering of one member.as intended againſt all; and ſo let 
us take heed to ourſelves*and to our common goſpel in- 
tereſt ; for the plots of Satan and his inſtruments are no 
more deep than univerſal, _ Let it he our ſtudy to be led 
in the way of truth and holineſs, which is the way of 
pleaſantneſs, and to ſtand up as one man*againſt Anti- 
chriſt, and whatever men of antichriſtian and malignant 
ſpirits would intrude upon the kingdom of our Lord. 
Let us beware of affronting our noble Captain by yield? 
ing to his enemies one foot of ground, for the cauſe is 
his, and it is worth the contending for. It is ſo honou- 
rable and precious that nothing is too coſtly to beſtow up- 
on it. And if the Lord were not letting us ſee that this 
cauſe which we are contending and ſuffering for, is his 
own cauſe, and the heads of our ſufferings are his crown 
and the pendidles of it: were it not ſo, we would ſoon 
yield and give it over; for theſe men who are the rod 
of the Lord's anger againſt us have their ſpirits 
ſet on edge by the fire of hell: their fury is ſo fiery, 
their rage ſo cruel, and their ſnares ſo ſubtle, that our 
caſe hath none ſo like it, as was the condition of the 
godly in the Netherlands, in the time of the Spaniſh in- 
quiſition, But we cannot get time to look upon our mi- 
ſeries and dangers, being Bred to turn our contempla- 
tion another way, to wit, to behold the wonderful works 
of the Lord in his doing for us in this our low condition, 
by ſtirring up the ſpirits of you and of ſome others to 
ſympathize with us, by bearing up our ſpirits under this 
hery trial, you drawing _ his breaſts of conſolation, 
Md 7 TY 4: 2 ". 4 OILS in 
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Vork in Scotland, But though the church's difeaſe at 


neſs, meeting with many inexpreffible proofs of the f. 
ve defire to beheve, that becauſe of thè glory of Bis great 
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min tach a meafure amqngft us that are hurden-Beärerd M 


We heat of this our day, that many: are made td cry du 
Their work is eafy, Ibelr liner are fallen in thept in 2 4 
lacts ; and by wonderfully delivering us out 


ag of the 


this roaring adverſary, ren us n a prey 
reafon and probability 

ſuid the contrary; ſo that from his 7680 and faithful. 
proofs of the ſame, 


name He will dg great things for us, yea work wanders; 
for indeed no lefs can raiſe up his born-down, yea ruine 
this time be deplorable, yet we dare not look ppg. ir as 
- curable, ſeeing ſefus Chriſt che faithful phyſician 
(ho meddles only with deſperate difeafes, that his ſkit. 
falneſßß may the more appear) is engaged to look upon 
itz and to help it, He un beal her Feeling: and will 
dove her freely; and will turn away his anger from her, 
"yea, and will be as the dew unto her, fo that ſhe ſhall 
grow as the lily, and caft forth het roots as Lebanon. Her 
branches ſhall ſpread, her beauty ball be as the oliveetree, 
and her ſmell at Lebanon. We deſire to wait for that 
longeg-tor day, and for the time when judgment ſhall 


- - Teturn again to righteouſneſs, and when men ſhall diſ- 


n between the righteous and the wicked, l 
80, right reyerend, much honoured and dearly. belo- 


ved, make many errands ta the throne of grace for us, 


praying earneſtly and frequently that the Lord who is 
the great maſter-builder of his own work, may work, 
and accompliſh his work amongft us, and perfect the 
| Jame over the belly of all oppoſition; and that we may 
be ſtrengthened with patience to endure to the end 
ſtanding out reſolutely againſt our outward and inward 
enemies, and no- ways ſtaining the honour of the glorious 
Captain of our ſalvation, | 3 
Now, the Lord God of hoſts be with you, and ſorti- 
fy your ſpirits againſt all the machinations of Satan, 
making you all good ſoldiers, clothed with his armour ' 
of proof, that ye may endure to the end, and enjoy the 
crown which he hath laid up for all that fear kim. Wo 


hall detain you no further at the time, humbly deſiring 


(if poffible) to be dignified with a line from your hands, 
which ſhall be moſt refreſhing and reviving unto 


Your moſt obliged and endeared friends, and 
ebedient fervants in all Chriftien duty. EX 
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Tue ſtate of the colititty in general; and of the {ocicties - 7 
in particular, at that time being pretty largely deſcribed 3 
Mr. Alexander Shields,” in His account of the life Bf 
Mr. James Revabich, from page 47, to 69. The reader 
muſt be referred thereto, Only x mort hint mall te 
here given. pe n 1 2h F 1 * 


September 20th, a moſt yiperous proclaniation, with 


letters of inter-communing was Huet out EAR. 
Renwick, c. commanding, and commſtonating al 8 
ſubjects, not to harkolnmartupply with meat, drink; Sr. 
the wanderers, but te Mint and purſue them out of = 2 
their dens, caves, and moſt retired deſarts, and to raife © | 
the Nun, and cy after them; and not torefet, of 

e with them, under the pain a being eftcets, A 


eren . 
# G . 
92 * oY . 
4 . 
— . 1 * mM, * * 
l * . 


ed art and part with them, and to be 5 ſecute ac- \ 
% BES a. ET 
Wich this wicked mandate many complied, fo th & 
the poor perſecuted wanderers were redacted to increds @— 4 
ble ſtraits, many were taken and murdered, imprifoned,, 
and reduced to great hardſhips of hunger and cold; o- 
caſioned eſpecially by the indefatigable yigilance of ſome. 3 
vagabond villains, wh were f. uborned, and encouraged - 
to give information, and intelligence of them, wherever. 
they ſaw, or heard they were {cen : Thus they being in 
ſuch a pinch of perplexity, having neither ability to fight, 
nor poſſibility to flee, nor probability to hide themſelves, 
nor means of ſuſtentation to. preſerve themſelves alive, 
by hiding; They were forced to fall upon the only ex- 
pedient they could think upon, in order to evite their 
ineluctable ruin, which was to warn infelligencers, and 
bloody Doege, of the wickedneſs of their way, and to 
threaten them, (in caſe of perſiſting in malicious ſhed- 
ding of their blood, or inſtigating thereto, and affiſting- 
therein) that they would not be ſo {lack banded in time” 
coming to revenge it; that thus threatening, and warn- 
ing them of their hazard, they might deter intelligen- 
cers, and murders from ſuch a practice; and to vindi«, 
ante themſelves from falſe aſperſions, of murdering prin- 
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2 caſt upon f em by the Counſel, the indulged 
abettors ; 


tion of their ſentiments, and reſolutions in the 
-how after the example of our rei , 8 


tending with bloody tyrants, in former times, how! fir 


they were neceſſitate to contend, andreduce to practice, 
in 8 7 eircumſtances, that privilege of extrapr- 


gee the above quotted book. 


they concluded upon th: Apologetick Declarati- 

on, 2 hich is printed with the Informatory Vindication) 
Which although it made ſome of the intelligencers, ſtand 
in. fear to follow that way ſo ayowedly ; yet it was made 
greateſt handleof by the perſecutors, and of reproach 


by the miniſters and others, of any thing they had ever 


dne; for ſhortly after the wtors framed an oath 
abjuring the ſaid Declaration, which ck of abjuration, 


1 
. " _ * 3 
8 " = 


Vas univerſally prefſed i in ſuch anarbitrary manner as way 
never heard of before, in theſe words. I do abjure, re. 
nounce and diſown a late Declaration, &c. This oath be- 


ing, preſſed on both men and women, and fuch as refuſ- 
B it impriſaged, and not a'few of them execute on that 


> although alas | many, yea very many complied, 
ng inſtigate thereto, by the counſel, and example of 

as were called ſuffering Preſbyterian miniſters. 
Notwithſtandin Mr. Alexander Shields, hath ſhown 


the finfulneſs of this oath in Hind let Looſe, Part 3d, 


Head d. and in Mr. Renwick's Life, Page 58, Se. 
Yet it is hoped the inſertion of a letter of Mr. James 
Renwick's upon that ſubject, will he, erapyable to the 
reader. HY 


A Letter by Ms, IAugEs we concerning the 
_ Oarn of ABJURAT10N, to ſome Friends, 


Loving Friends, 
CCORDING to your deſire, and my promiſe, I 
ſhall write to you my thoughts (in weakneſs) of 


this fair faced, though foul hearted, Oath, fo violently 
preſſed upon the conſciences of young and old, lad and 


- lafs, by the wicked powers of the land, whereby many 


fouls are catched in the ſnare, and fallen in the pit dig- 
ged by them, not conſidering, or elſe not willing to ſee 


the 
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y executing of judgment on murdering beaſts, 4 n 
erchire, at. the General Meeting, October 3 5th, 


* * * 
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l The Oath 5 of Aris : 15 © "6 


bK under fo fair a bait, nor thEpoiſor in the cap, | 5 

15 all their dainties be deceitful meal. And 3 
this, upon the one hand ought to be matter of dee * 8 
row, and mournful lamentation before the Lord, : 
ſeriouſly concerned and tender of the Lord's work and 

| cauſe, againft the wrongs and injuries done unto Him, 
and that there ſhould be ſo many (and that in a cove- 

. nanted land) wearying of his ſweet and eaſy yoke, as if 
he had been a barren wilderneſs, and a land of drought 
to them, who have now left his coleurs, and fled from 
bis camp, and run unto Sitan's (that great red Aragon, 

fighting againſt Michael and his angels) and lifted them 
ſelves under his banner, taking on his livery, and wreath- 
ing his yoke about their necks: O fooliſh peopte and un- 
wiſe, have they thus requited the Lord: But as that yoke 
is a beggatly bone zug an enflaving thraldom, ſo 
their wages (if fres mere * not) ſhall be well N 
them; even to drin g "ire wine of the wrath '0 
which is poured out wt ut mixture, 225 the eup of bis - Þ 
dignation, Rev. xiv. 10. 

So upon the other hand, we have this as a bod. of 
encouragement, and matter of praiſe before” the Lord, 
that notwithſtanding ſo many are ruſhing, as the horſe: = 
the battle, into enemies camps, and receiving their m 


in their right hand, or forehead, that yet there are = 


* * 
\4 
* 


in this land whom che Lord has helped, and hono 
by his grace, to follow him, walking im his way, a 
hath kept them at a diſtance from the pollutions and a- 
bominations of the times; and out thefe deſtructive paths 
yea to refift unto blood ſtriuing againſt fin. And I am 
hopeful he will keep a Remnant, whom neither the 1 
of temptation ſhall blow away, nor the flame of 
cution burn, nor the fire of judgment conſume ; But | 
they ſhall be a holy ſeed, to do fervice to him, .as a teil tree, 
ar oak, whoſe ſubſtance is in them, when the carcafes of 
thouſands fall dung the wilderneſs. 
Having premiſed this, I ſhall next unboſom my 
thoughts of the ſinfulnefs of the Oath (of Abjuration) 
by producing ſome reafons againſt the Oath itfelf, ear- 
neſtly deſiring any who ſhall be at the pains to look on 
this line, to read it ſeriouſly, fingly, and impartially, 
bs the ſame in the balance of the ſanctuary. 


½, There can no oath be taken rightly, except the 
perſon taking it, fwear in truth, in judgment and in 
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4B ecouſyeſs. «a — — „ 
3 1 "I ſhall be ſhown) are o F<. 
- _ - dently defiry 4 to a of religion, that is now 
Hing at the flake; and alſo, the perſons impoling it, we 
© avowed enemies to God, and all rig teouſneſs: And are 
0 1 and juſtly des 28. having no right to 
Trap hp for pap e murder, for their uſurpa- | 
aſtic, ns in things civil. 
e All 935 anſwer the enemies demand in tak! 
this oath, are guilty of complying with their bell 25 | 
wicked deſigns to root out, and raze to the found . 1 
the Proteſtant Intereſt (which, alas, is brought low by them 
ready) e may ſet up in its place their ſuperſtiti- 
ein 2 build their 7 Babel; for to effec- 
Alte this, they Tall upon this defign, to have the hands, 
82 ib of IN t tied up from. doing any thing for 
prefervation of religion: Is Bot this evident from 
oath, herein they ſwear not to have war againſt, 
t peace. with theſe whoſe, defigns ate ſuch? O dread- 
1 andamonſtrous wickedneſs, to be guilty of rooting 


I ont ES God, and Jaying the foundation of that 


NB E , All the takers of this wretched oath, cannot free 
| 3: .of guilty of condemning all that our 
Pre- fathers have dane in the defence and preſervation 
of our glorious work of Reformation, and in defence of 

themſelyes, againſt Papiſts, Prelates, and Malignants. 
Al, All the takers of this oath ſwear never 8 make 
war with theſe who are following their footſteps, yea, and 
worſe than theſe who went before them; yea, the taking 
thereofſays, that the enemies oppoſition has been right, and 
13 2 people wrong, and acted as fools, and ſuffer- 
= ed as ſuch; which were blaſphemy to alfert: For the 
import and deſign of that declaration, abjured by the 
_ oath, is nothing but to carry on and advance that glo- 
_ -Tious work of Reformation, and to defend themſelves 
againſt -all- oppoſers, (which nature allows) ſceing their 
enemies had declared war againſt them, and their de- 
claring war, was but a repelling of violence. O wicked 
ſin, to be guilty of condenming and burying of ſuch 2 

rious work. 

Sthiy, All who take this oath, ſwear unto a lie, for it 
— that the declaration is for killing all who ſerve his 
, Majeſty in church, ſtate, army, or country; whereas it 
makes a plain diltinCtion obvious to all, between the 
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e Wade: 2 Ane cruel and © Auch t 
make the degres of nent, aa to the degree 
of their offence. A Hoth not the taking of God — 


is truck irkelk! te do fach 2 le e ft 3 
- greatly ede Em: not uch 'expedt that el 4 
bande bil be mai e e | 

' 6:bly, The e of this aath mike theulclees g. — 
8 of that lap fuptemacy, eftabliſhed” by 


in the pee is wretched mortal, over af 
n and in ee, which properly belongs d 
oat "hs bein in and over -ki own church 8 
And this they hav med into the oath; in theſe world 
a all who vet ſs Majeſty Church and State! 2 
And ſo by this , the Prelites, "Curates, and 3 
officers of their e e ſaid (uot to ſerve. or be " _— 2 
jet to Christ) U be es be their hadd/and © 
foutitalts rom pderive their Potrer eee 
who take this oa may exper to eee with rar fans 
_ meafure of wrath £1 Apen "prevent ne 
theſe who are A ally gumy 'of robin en t 
royal prerogatix , When he arifes 2 "4 
tor to reclaim Big 95 rights and dectarative Story, aus 7 
3 and tro pon by the wicked. B 
7, By takh : * this oath, they Veto outer >. FN 
1 ury: A wichec and epidemick fin; for iu our Holemm 7 
cague and Coyenant,"we are bound to the mot E 4 
our power, to « tirpite popery, reer and malipnans 2 
oY, D. Now, how can any fulfif their engigement#to' 
God, when they | rear not to have war, yea not ſo ck 
75 move their toflgne (which that will interptet'to be 4 
dechring war) : Oſt the chief rin; Hedders; 2 > 
movers of popery and prelacy. ATED can an Ne 
of perjnry ? Shall they red thi covenant and be delivet- 
ed? No, the Lord who is a ſwift witneſs againſt all falle 
ſwearers, will puniſh ſuch. - | 
8-hly, By taking this owh they fireat to have peace 
vith the enemies of God, theſe Aol, againſt whom 
he will have war, from generation to generation; and 
we are commanded. in Deut. xxiii. G. not to ſeek their 
peace nor proſperity all our days for eder. And is 227 
this ſwearing not to have war againſt his enemies, a 
breach of that command given by God to his 
And likewife in our baptitmal vows, we are given 5 
to the Lord, to fight under his banner; againſt the de- 
vil; the world, and the ficſh. O let us wot break our den — 9 
vV | _— 


ce 
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diſcriminating fign, and token, Mn the 
_ the bad, to know. who are on them 


through ; 
"_ ſteps of detection formerly, yet if the anſwer not the 


® * ſes 1 1 Ba. a, 


to make a tend 
hearted Chriſtian ſcar at it, 1 be they have made i 


49% and who not; 


and that ne are to buy, or ſell, * t they have the 
mark of the beaſt, (the paſs hay 7 hangs 1 
the cath of peace) in their Fight han | For | 
othly, The ſwearing of it is a wron of rn, ſce- 
18 this oath they are not 6 * wich that 
E his Majeſty, in church, ſtate, rm, or country, 
many. of them dy hate Dp avowed mur- 


der, perjury, blaſphemy, and idolatty; have forefcited 
 thekr lives, and made themſelves liablto che froke and 


* 1 


ted from the next N 
bough they have = gooey n in the whole 


n they have done 
e, will be to no purpoſe; yea wha 3 


mens, bot — Rome pread her man- 
tle of darknefs. over theſe 5 ads. O happy 


ſoul, in that day, who ſhall be found ne God, and far 
from the tents of theſe wicked men; it is to be fear- 


eld that theſe wha have gone on in the former ſteps of 


defection, will make but a ſtep of this alſo, ſeeing (it bath 


been obſerved) that defection in this day, hath grown 
by degrees, and gone on by little and little, till they 
| Have been one with open enemies. Not Ss to trou- 


ble you further, I remain, 

206 et + l Lord FI 

5 1 Subſeribitur, JAMES. RENWICK. 
Tun BN and trials betwixt the laſt meeting and. 


| this, were very many and lamentable, The malice, tbe 
deſpite, the rage, the tyranny and cruelty. of the ene- 


mies were come to a great height, and much of the ſame 


was exerciſed. againſt the Societies, and ſuch as befriend- 
- The apologetic Declaration, ſpoken of before, 


Ss: 


being 


i making race ee ve provok . 
let us before them, r 


_ - miinion over us; and.. ought as, th 


and-and 


9 fron Þ an © avs i oa. abt did — e 1 


en 4 
vag a mi church doors, 


the whole land mn the one ha! ue 
re (cancerping ow was pe 


er theſe intellige 
y emitted) from that wicked work th 
, ty crmpllyyed fn. it (with wo. 
it that ere Hee dam 
bgnants in the Weiß and Gebete, 1 
had been acties i dhe perſecution of 7 
particularly many ofthe tes, were ſo ted, 5 | 
in-ſonte places, as in Galloway and Nithſdale, ſcarce 1 | 4 
of them durſt rt ly, but wot into'Fdinburgh and the 
towns: And upon the other hand, the: Counſel ifſues 
out a proclamation, comitiandingthe taking of an oa 
abjuring the foreſaid 8 which chereaer was 3 
vigoroufly and ' rigoroully” im pee he 
1e 
i Foo and of various” Kinds, "Toldiers' 5 bg =p 

of them, wherever - the WO 4 * 
arms, rich they” were rate to 12 . 9 2 
own, and their brethren's defence) EM omg 3 5 
them were killed in cold blood in dne open fields 4 
were dragged to priſons, others were murdered on ſcaf- * 
folds; And -the toffings, wanderings, and n * 
elt were redafted to, were 7 Nest. 


Is this fad e a "General Micelins FER” *t 
Auchengilloch, upon the 8th day of January, 1685. Af | 
ter prayer, and modelling of the meeting, they a 
ed of "what was acl at the laſt meeting Wick mar 
at the ryth of October, 1684, - 

A form of a Commiſſion, being preſented to, and read 
at this meeting, was 1 to; and it was reſdlved, that 
all theſe who were to be fent from Societies, to follow- | 
ing General Meetings, ſhould have the faid form of 
Commiſſion ; without, which, they were not. to be ad- 
mitted. Which paper bein drawn up, and condeſcen- 
ded unto, was much for cis fake afterward made uſe 
of, for Societies getting copies of it;: theſe whom they 
ſent to General: Meetings, had it ordinarily with them, 
wherein their name was inſert, and alſo the Society they . 
came from ſome of them ſubſcribing it, in name pf the 
| reſt, "REN was: delivered to the perſory who rl 

_ Va 5 the 


. 


— 


R & This ſeeing to be * which 3 is 1 ated 1 Mr. Renwick in 
one of his Letters concerci..o Major Wirram's children, ice 
Page 81 of Renwick's Letieis. 
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| one, came A. 40 4 
| 2275 . of | 5 xerſons. themſclves - nat 
x ig "The ner of w 8 3 1 
| Vs ths Sog 4 e hereby cammiſflonate 
"WY 25 one judg nent and 1 2 with ourſelves, and not 
= Ss argeable with any be ſcandal) to this preſent Ge- 


| Meeting of the Gommiſſioners. of our United Sa- 
2 1738 . ti + unanimous and free cons 
2 EO = to. mg in our name to agree un- 


thing chat ma 
nd of God, 


3 NE © red and later honeſt contendings, faithful 


=H to the for 


Given the 427 of - Subſeribed. i in ur 


ciety. 5 
2 A perſon came to this meeting foo a Society in Now 
= He, in Northumberland, who. correſponded with- the 
Societies, and gave ſame. account of their pre- 
ent caſe, and of one partieular, which they deſired 
the meeting's advice in, how they ſhould carry. in it: 
which was this, fome of their number having been pri- 


out cheir knowledge, * ging bond to preſent them a- 


ain, 


ts in this matter; whether to enter again to priſon, 
according to the ſaid bond, or to abſent themſelves, by 
which it would be forfeit: e ere the deſired this 
meetings advice anent it. Who after deliberation, con- 
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concluded by them, accord. ; 
gur cayenants, and reformati- 


arations, e and ſufferings, and the con- 
Tee of our foregoing. General Meetings. Wirhal, 
Taithfully to poſe bimſelf to e may be contra. | 


name, and by our ASIAN by a member of ou * | 


ſoners, their elaGans had procured their liberty, withe 


Naw it became puzzleing to hats to know what 70 


upon writing a Letter, in which is ther advice in 


$3 * * * 8 
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Are Pop 1 ON oP 
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. = Brinds in” wesen 2 | 


as __ 

. oh! be” „ REES $2: 2 
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Dj lod is ; in | the thee _— 


b he bated from /Jubn dar; Wi me-<nn- = Be. 
| ceive ta h had commiſſion from de for-that = 
ſame effect, the. iculty and trials in your preſent caſe, 
which are in no {nal mee * to us, We: 


no ER) ngith 
trials [ws ah for it is Lud Ou 


TL tage EY 


- var: | that your fin and { —_ 
hand, ol the ſuffering of our. — po 2 = 
tions npan the other, which we know affuredly, will be 
more bitter to you than any thing that can mg. * 
upon yourſelves 1 in following your duty, 1 >, JO: - 
aa, Ke, as we hope, not having conſented” | - Sack 
er pa ively, by filence or concurrence, to your relations 0 
their purchaſing your "liberty, by 4 bond: 10 preſent q yo” „ 
again nr war the ſeſſions; we judge it cannat be Le. 
duty to be either active or paſſive in reſenting yourſelyes, _ Af 
but that ye ought to make out of the way, ſeeing 177 
know aſſuredly ye will be apprehended. . 203+) Ib would =” 
infer you conſenting to what your Fdlations avs denk, 4 
in tampexing with the adverfärg. a,) It would infer 
your having a hand in your latter ſu ferings, which ure N 
ly is both aha che 64 ght of God, r 

ta the conſciente; — though we ought chearfully o 
— — when the Lord ſends it in gur ways. 
yet we ought. firſt to have no hand in it ourſelves, no | 
not by omitting our duty in uſing what lawful meme warf 4 
prevent the ſame; When we fre Jon ecuted in ons cl, | 


WEare commanded ta fy fo onthe, Let all of * tl . 


k - . uf al n means to gs ourſehy , fo 
| Tram caſt yourſelves into.the trial, ye "FA 
the Lord may ſubject you-unt6, as your 
ments, whereof ye may de made texepent out ent 


Yue, dear brethren, let not yaurpreſent trials da 
r RE you, for if the 1 b t ſeen ſuch a 


for his and your good, he had not brought you un- 
10 ir. not the carving ou f your own lot, but 
But it in the Lord's hand, and Tubfcribe- your conſent 

into what he fees meet to do unto vou; ſtudy to walk 


, ye ſtrall enjoy h light of his pleafant 
- -countenagce, wherewlth he beholdeth the upright: ſeek 
"the 8 dur wants in himſelf, who hath 


TS . to 2 you ups eue and mother "fouls 
4£ . 21 722 
— . N 1 


* ans, and fee + ft to come 
3 to 12 and take part and lot with us, know af- 


Jaredly, that ye ſhall be moſt acceptable; and though 

ve can promiſe you nothing but perſecution, yet ye ſhall 
Rave our countenance, and all the encouragement that 
ve can beſtow upon! you: and we hope that ye ſhall not 

- think your lot hard-. 80, leaving you upon the Lord, 
* the light of direction and confylation, we remain, 


n ee brethren, Serra gie, and 


„ in the am” _ 
Subſcribed i in our name, dy our edles, and by: the 
ce our- General Meeting, 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


It was aſo Tate: by the meeting that a letter 
ſhould be written to the Laird of Earlſtoun, then a pri- 
ſoner. Which accordingly after the meeting was drawn 
up and ſent. The occaſion of this reſolution was the 
hearing of a letter read, ſent by him to Mr. James Ren- 
wick that contained ſome account of his: caſe at the 
time, which' was not a 1 rr _ * to 
them. F 1 
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* Hefore him in the way of duty, in paths approven by 
. Aim ond ell-pleating to bim; and there, * pron þ 
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OUR letter; * the” right reverend M. 
Jamer Remwich, was very refreſhirig and encou- 
raging to us all; yea, we may fay; a little reviving to 


our ſpirits in our bondage, having not heard from youre! bc 


ſelf, nor particularly of your” cal Sor . a confiderable 
ime before; which, together with he many troubles we 
have been and are tryſted with, hath occahoned dun dor 
writing unto you: and although your have not 
from. us after this manner, yet you have nat been r- 
gotten by us. But we were and are deſirous to know - 
your caſe, and to keep up that due ſympathy and ow 
feeling with you, in your bonds for precious Chriſt 


which we ought. However, we delire to bleſs the Lord A 


upon your account, ho hath brought you for the ma- 


Much honoured Sir "MP ES, 5 2 7 4 3 - 4 5 's ** Oo 


feſting the riches of his free grace, through ſo many ö 


and fo various trials and teinptations, from within and 
without, from malicious enemies and flattering pretend 
ed friends; yea, hath brought you again from the gates, 
of death, and fides of the grave, Sins ready to dex 

you, thereby diſappointing the fears of his people, and 
expectations of bis enemies, which you ought to look 
upon as teſtimonies of his Tove and fatherly chaſtiſe- 
ments, that beſore you be unpurged and turn droſs in 
the furnace, he will take great pains upon you, and t 

you from one fire to another, till ye be a veilel fitted for”. 
his ſervice z and when enemies think to add ſorrow to 
your affliction, i in making you like at-howl in the defart, 
or a pelican in the wilderneſs, by ſhutting, you up in cloſe _ 
priſon, far from the converſe of your Binds and rela- 
tions; that then and there he ſhould vitit vou with his 
loving kindneſs, and fill your foul with a Tens of his 


love, and make you ſing in the midſt of theſe hot Kres,” 


(O wonderful. * and matchleſs condeſcendency j and 
to ſay that heart-raviſhing and ſoul- comforting word, 
mentioned in your letter, My Lord; and not only 15. 


but to give you ſuch a lively "Ar ſavoury impreſſion. u- 


pon your ſpirit of his public work, wa noble cauſe in 
this 


"= 


F 


= 


e aches % 3s. worn of the. ſpirits 4 N 8 . a 
2 Y hack it once; and, alas! teo: much of 


Lord; o on ought, in a ſpec ii er, to praiſe and 
big for the ſame, and td Make che experiences 
of his former loving kinduels to yet: foul, as motives to 


wh hath brought you thro the depths before, remains 
| Githiful and cannot change, cah and will bring you thro? 
eke gan yea, the he ſhould ſer it fit in his holy wif. 


to make yo u gothro' more large and hot; yet, O faint 
"and for you: Remember Chriſt, your Head and C 


„ Eaboye the waters; he waded thro' deeper 15. 


WE ters, and ran through hotter fires, (and all for "the re- 
| Lemption of poor loſt finners) than you or any of his 
People can do: Remember him, who endured ſuch con- 
- "thadiFien of feaners, and for ſinners; who being tempted, 
Sr how to fuccour theſe that are ſo. Labour to put a 
Mank in his hand, that you may not quarrel with him, 
- whatever lot he may tryſt you with. G his preſence will 
make any lot deſireable, for it ſupplies all wants, and 
makes the creature to rejoice, when robbed and fpoiled 
af all other things; it makes afflictions light, and trials 
ealy ; it makes a priſon a palace, arid the threatenings 
| of men to be deſpiſed ; yea, it will make the ſoul ſing 
| | _ rejoice, when going through the valley and Spada of 
Z » geath. _ 
$ Much honoured Sir, what ſhall we ſay more for your 
encouragement but this, Go on, go on, in Jour. ſuffer- 
ing for precious Chriſt; the cauſe you are ſuffering for 
is Chriſt's own cauſe, and he will own it in his own due 
time, and own all who own ic fincerely : He lives and 
reigns, and will reign; The crown ſhall flouriſh on bis 
bead, and all bis enemies be claathed with ſhame. And al- 
though enemies in this land will not have Chriſt to reign 
over them, having robbed him of his crown and royal 
| prerogatives ; and ſenſe and reafon would ſay, he would 
nmneeer reign in this land, yet faith, which ſees clearly in 
'F the darkeſt night, will ſee him ftting in his throne, 
-  . reigning and ruling in and amongſt his people, and over 
his enemies; coming cloathed with the garments of ven- 


gence, and cloak of zeal againſt them, and with the gat- 
ments 


ba 


a our own... All which, we ſay, as it is. ground of — 1 
— eoufagement, and matter of praiſe, % us before the 


and helps to conſide in him the future; that he, 


dom to make you wade thro waters deep and broad. and 
et in him who bath done fo great things to 4 


he o-©_ <=» _ aw 


wy as nr H ++ =>. pw © Q99 „ A 


of ſalvat = unload cyl his people... O Nr 
00 aff wi de Sand W. his way, and abotit ih 
Vork kk he comes, to whom his coming WiFanty. bt : 
ſweet... "Whit thallave ſay ae — 
He is good, , his 1 o 

n is light. -He dene and is grexettings .. 2 


; he hath: Been and is —— ts 26 


Targe vs From: d ee wal 6. 


Is. people to ie He hath gzwen us the goſpet, nd 
ms he ig countenanting the fame, and itte 
| — 1 thereof. And O he 1 n to be 4 


th'do forne great work: in this land, 7 bring ts paſt = 


am, bt. grunge adi 2 > 3 „ I N 4 3 4 J 
Much honoured Sir, You! malie mention in ayes _— 


ter, of your reſolution to write at more length to u 

when an opportunity offers. That opportunity is 

ed for by us 3 for your laſt was fo REG, e 
neſtly deſite to hear from you again}: 

3o, leaving you upon the God Of Jacob for his dne 

| tion, 'o\bſtanee, and confolation in time, and the emjoy=- 
ment of himſelf throughout eternity: begging that white” 

in the body, you will not be. unmindful of us, who are 


ren of of vou. We are, ft 


es Hane offered and ſympathittn Friends, 
| Wa and . in the 2 


| Subſcribed. in our name, and by our diretion, by the x 
I clerk of our. General Meeting, : 2 


932 


MICHAEL SHIELDS. 4 


Is 
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This Genera) lates being for not joining 1 "family 
exerciſe with ſcandalous perſons, eſpecially thofe- who” 
were grofly ſcandalous, by their - compliance with the* 
avominations of the time, deſired that any of our Socie- 
ties who had reaſons for it, or ſcruples anent it, mould 
bring them to the next General Meeting, to the end 
they might be conſidered and anſwered, for their fur- 
ther information. That which gave the riſe to this, 
was, that ſome Who had occaſion ſometimes to Join in 
family worſhip with fuch perſons as is above mentioned, 
and having ſcruples anent the fame, did therefore pro- 
pole it to this meeting, Ws" they * * advice 

how 
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B Tal ings aſter this, or yet before itt. * 
pointed by the meeting, that the 27th 
a'day of pray- 


4 of the . 4666 We I 


> Wo curry therein. But, 1 do not remem en 
moe coticerning this was done tan Gene- 


| lt 6-at by all our-.ſocigties as 
- mourning and hum before the 
| heals of dur fad and ſinful negſed of ſolemn ſetting 
 timekapart scknowledging of 
fel and countenance with what we 10 ſolemnly went a- 
dout, being ſenſible that the Lord hath” been angry at 
us thereanent. 


* 


And it was appoltithd ahat the gent meet! of 7 ſhould. 


a at 4 youu the 32th of 


* 


1 


the the 1. Meeting, a alſo a little before it) 


the troubles and trials of * country were exceeding 


great, great, by the violent preſſing of the oath of Abjuration, 


which in ſome places was impoſed upon young and old, 
lad and laſs, wherewith many complied ; yet after- 
wards not a few of thoſe who tock it, did ſee the wicked- 
neſs thereof, and publicly acknowledged the ſame, and 


ſeverals of them joined with the wanderers. But when 
the preſſing of the ſaid oath was going moſt vigorouſly | 


through the country, unexpectedly a ſtop was put chere- 
dy the death of Clarke: IL at Whichalt. February 
——, not without ſuſpicion of being poiſoned by his 


| | brother the Duke of York,. whoſe” ambition to * | 


the throne was great. 


This put a ſtop to the general preſſing of the forefaid : 


oath, yet the condition of the ſocieties was very lamen- 


table, perſecution went on moſt vigorouſly ; the rage, 


malice and cruelty of enemies was in a peculiar manner 
manifeſted againſt them. Some of whom, coming to 
this meeting were diſcovered, and notice ſent to the ene- 
my. About two compaines of foot, commanded by one 


Buchan, marched out of Glaſgow, to ſeareh after them, 


who (with ſome horſemen, among whom was the laird 


of * . found out FRO. poor people *, OE. 5 A 


* Lee We. Renwick's 33d leuer. n was e that one 
mean of their prefervation was, that Gavin Wotherſpoon, who - 


= — them, loſt his ſhoe, which being found by the ___ 
hoſe fo it- very large, concluded that he moſt be a firon 
jan — 4 boot filed i; therefore . few: might got atts 


» ſeeking his coun- | 
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tic 
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eney 4 Metin, 255 Sh 7665. * 

ter gg vigorouſly the moſt. part of = day. 4 

though they * in, (except one man, who- reh ; 

ing was. immediately ſhot) eſcaped from. — 
e dee * 

moving. Sad 1 . 5 


OR 
ez ES wet i the place and 


ed, viz. February 1 ach, near he place cod wer. 1 
ed upon two days tobe abſerved by the ſocieties. - 
uh It was concluded that the 4th of March Wonld 2 
ept pod of thankſ viving umte hug Lord forthe von- 
dan of his love and. goodwill, maniteſted 10 - | 
* aud diſtreſſed remnant in chis land, by his deli» 
vering of them in ſeveral places, from the — 


rage of e when they Nr £6 


wen It was CO that the 8th of April Would be 
ſet apart as a day of faſting, mourning and humiliation 
before the Lord, for the unwarrantable out-breakins 
that have been 'committed by ſome, in 8 places, 5 
contrary to our Coyenant-engagements' and Decker: 5 
tions. 

3a ly, It was appointed chat the next general — 
mal epaverd * e, the firtt Wedneſday of May. 


As the trials, troubles, fibres and tentations of the - 
country were many, and of various kinds, before hg N 7 
death of Charles II. that profane perſon; ſo after the”. = TE: 
ſame, and his brother Tube Duke of York, 2 (pra 17 
Papiſt, having ufurped the throne, they were 
miniſhed, but in ſome reſpects D greater. 
in particular the perſecution againſt the ſocieties came 0 4 
its greateſt height; many of whom were cruelly and in- 
humanely murdered i in the open fields, and ec. mr ; 
ed, many dragged to priſons, ſome tortured by fire-. 
matches and thumbkins, and others laid in irons ; and 
their diligence in ſearching and purſuing: after them Was - 
great; whereby they were reduced to many diſtr | 
and weary wanderings, and forced to ſeek ſhelter in the 
wildeſt wilderneſſes and defarts. In a word, ſuch was 
the inraged cruelty and furious helliſh zeal of theſe bloo- 
dy adverſaries againſt theſe poor people, whom they de- 
ſigned wholly to cut off, that they ſpared neither the 
young man for his youth, nor the old man for his grey 
hairs and ſtooping age; ye2, wemen, and that both _ | 
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fog For "in —— were 
cruel, and their malice inſatiable, yet — the Lord was gra- 


Fious Ad kind, helping them to ffer chearfully, and 
3 do wander pleaſantly. RX: theſe days of diſtreſa and tri. 
b: 26 .,bulation, the-enjoyment (ſometimes) of the goſpel was 
3 "very encouraging to them, although they got it with 
| dhe hazard of their life, and were fill in danger to have 
> &betr blood mingled with their ſacrifice, - And though 
they had many againſt them, yet they wanted not ſome 
friends; for not a few up and down the country, were 
very aN giving them entertainment and reſet, {which 
vas very helpful unto them in their deſolate and wander- 
*F ing condition) notwithſtanding that there were ſtrict 
2 commands to the contrary, and the ſame was oftimes 
| attended with ſufferings, Among other means. made 
uſe of at this time by the enemies to actompliſh their 
wicked deſigns, the ſending for many of the-ſavage aud 
wild Highlanders was one, who coming to the welt, 
Were very cruel and vigorous in robbing and ſpoiling and 
Hunting of poor people, ſome of whom fell into their 
hands and were barbarouſſy murdered. And by them 
dL tleſpecially) and others ranging up and down the coun- 
tmty, ſeverels Pee hindered from coming” to this 282 
ing. 


* 


Bur ſome few having met at =, u pon the och of 
May 1685. They condeſcended upon noch meeting 
to conveen at Blackgannech, on May 28th," 


Tur caſe of the land continued ſtill ſad ns de ore 
He. Enemies were till hunting theſe poor people in 
towns, villages, mountains, woods and defarts, or where- 
ever they heard any of them were feen; whereby nu- 

ny fell into their hands, ſome of whom they preſently 
 facrificed to ſatisfy their cruel luſt, others they carried 
10 priſons, where they lay kanguiſhing in great diſtreſs. 

But although what they ſuffered was very pinching, 

and hard to fleſh and blood, . the remembrance there- 


"20 oi 
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| f 2 
FR ener of the er Nati ee . * 
o be it was, and 'Y of cor 
242 ann Ln tha th the Lord helped them. 
much Aae ) to 'contend — - 
for truth, r many of them to die , 
for his cauſe, herein they were count ted at-him 
and helped to ſuffer. ch y to the adus vf on | 
' Jookers, and the conyidtion of enemies themileives. 
About the time that the meeting ' mentioned" PPE 
ſhould have conveenced, it Was 1 abroad that an in- 
vaſion was to be in this fand, under the conduct of the 
Zar of Argyle ; who with > ONE others td Tai down © 
reſolutions abroad to put 3 Rop tothe. preſent wicked * 
courſe that was carrying- on, This mae enemies pre- 1 
pare to oppofe them, by railing of the militia, Heritors, =} 
and many of the favage Highlanders came ſouth, where. - © 
by in the mean time the wauderers were reduced to fe- 
veral ſtraits, nen fury of theſe forces Was tar | 
| ned againſt them. | 
About this time there _ a parliament ieticg at E. | 
Jinks to which Dueenſbery was commiſſtioner. By 
whom there were ſome acts 1 N that for 'wirkednels. 
and ſtrangeneſs fcarce a parallel can he found; againft | 
which, yea the very conſtitution of this Parliament, 
and the proclaiming of the Duke of Tork King; as aH 
the in- coming of Popiſh idolatry, which was then aps 
| parent, it was thought duty to witneſs and proteft as 
| gainſt it, that it might be evident to ſucceeding genera- 
| tions, chat fuch dreadful and monſtrous wickednelypait I 
| not without a teſtimony againſt the ſame ; a, oc _—_ 
| might freothemſclyes rom parking thereof, | 


Waärzruron, a paper being written, was werte | 
| to. this meeting, which conveened at Blackgannoch, on 
May 28th, 1685. After prayer, and modelling of the 

meeting, what was done at the former meeting was ap» 
| proten by them. 

Alſo, it was reſolved by all and Wa the Wenne of 
this. meeting, not to join with malignants, or f. <Carians | 

in arms. | 

This concluſion was made on account of fome that 
were already concerned in the expeditions then on fodt 

| in both kingdoms, and more that were to be taken into 
that aſſociation; with theſe that were appearing in this 

land it was defired that rhe ſocieties ſhoul join, and 
| they expected tobe more ſolicited for that end: _ | 

F 2 
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| 3 thi 
| church concerning ſinful aflociation) | 
not freedbra. to join with ſuch, nor could they e- 
ſpouſe Argyle's, n as the ſtate of their quarrel, 
becauſe it was not concerted: according to the ancient 
— — «= 
ened à door a 3 yet they were 
3 eee yo entree 


of the preſent 9 _ 
apparent inlet of Popery, c. 


was e that it ſhould be vided bee 
at the burgh of San gubar. we "= I 
| - after- the 


According to this 0 


meeting was ended, about 220 men drew up in arms, 


after ſinging a pſalm, and My. Famer Renwick having 


py left on the croſs ; and thereafter the men marched 
out of the town. But in regard the ſaid paper is in 
2 and bath. been much ſeen, I Wall nat inſert i 
- And it was appointed that che ath of * Jun, ſhould be 
kept by the ſocieties a day of faſting. and prayer unto the 
Lord, that he would direct and guide them in what they 
_ to do in the then expected exigence. 
thi it was appointed. that the next meeting ſhould 
-» Upon the 12th.of June. The end of ap- 
pointing this meeting was to daliberate upon what would 
the duty of the ſocieties, and how to go about it in 
that juncture when the expedition of Ange and thoſe 
with him was going on, for though they were not clear 
to join in that iation, nor to embod themſelves 
with that party, yet they were not for die couraging of 
them, but were ready and willing to act againſt the com- 
mon enemy, ſo far as they were able and had opportu- 
pity. And the ſetting of that meeting fo ſoon, was the 
expectation of that party (who were then in the High- 
lands) their coming Fouth about that time, whereby they 


hy in 


n at this meeting, whereby they miglit K dne ano. 7 
1 anent aſſociating with malignants and ſec. 


Amer, - Duke of Yorks King — dog 


who went to the ſaid burgh; and at the market croſo, c 
prayed, the ſaid Proteſtation was publiſhed, and a co. 


vould know better when, and how to move and act. But 


> eo wat 24.04 arc 


ne SO a. wes „ Wy _in©y, 


4 
as *«/ 4 


eum 10'the/place? 3 being * 5 
by reaſon cf the 8 and others ranging up and 
down the country, ſo nothing was conciuded e 3 


that affair for which it was chiefly appointed; and” 
' cl after tt parey was Re te and 1 laid 54 
ww FÞy RE 

3 pobliſhing” the foreſaid a ue Sa 
quhar, the enemies, hut eſpecially 'Claverouſe,” that 
wicked and furious zealot, was very outragions Aud a8 
tive; for he with armed men ſearched for them through 
moſſes and muirs, e N 
known theſe people frequent were | 
times not only coe ſhelter there, but alſo beneath the 
ground, i in * * 3 72 ns get nons 

above it! Fee9 2 

About this time there were avi ee ba- 

forefaid) the Highlanders, heftots, militia and forces, _ 
riding and running up and down the country.—The de- 
feat of Argyle's party oecaſioned no final! joy among the 
enemies, and their cruelty ta the Earl indſeveral others 
being execute; ſome were - tortured, others baniſhed 
In the mean time the wanderers were not forgot; the 
malice of enemies'verited itſelf various ways againſt them, 
and their trials and- affliions were wether” few nor 
dun . 4 
Amongſt Cs 2 eſcape 40 A r party, there 
were two miniſters, viz. Mr. George Barelay and Mr. 
Robert Langlands, who had come out of Helland Wik 
the Earl. With thefe ſome of the wanderers falling in, | 
endeavoured{{being acquaint in the country) to get them 
thelter from the enemy. By which there was occafion - 
got of ſome conference with theſe miniſters; concerniig 
the differences that were between them and the United ora 
Societies. For though the Societies loved and reveren- 
ced them, yet as matters were then circumſtantiate, and 
the Teſtimony ftated, they had not freedom to join with 
them until ſome exceptions they bad againſt them were 
removed. To get this done, and union obtained, there 
were conferences with them, particularly at two times 
before, as alſo, at this General Meeting, which con- 
l at the 2 ** 24th, 1685. To which the 
| — e two 


4 8ee Mr. Renwick's e 26th . the beſts i in an- 
8 72 letter from Mr. Hamilton, wherein he ſhews the ſub» 
uliy o f ſome, and the deceit of others of that pariy. 


2 Fu . 7665. 


een having come, there wasfome con- 
R end them ; and kewife a, propoſal Made by the 
7 we ting to them, yet no union was attained, but de- 
A and janglings, and the differences rather made 
— than either leſſened or removed z which was ve. 
2 to ſee, and now unpleaſant to remember. 
e conferences on account-of which is afterward) 
took up moſt part of the time, ſo that this meeting did 
bItle more. However, before they parted, 


—_ 


Hamilton, ſthewing the receipt of ſome money ſent 
Dy him to the ſocieties, and alſo to ſignify the ſame to 
11 perſons he had given it, and that he, in their 
dame, ſhould render them thanks, and fhew: their gc- 
1 eee f Which Letter was drawn up, 
% * * 

8 d, they agreed. that the COIN ſhould obſerve z 


day was not fixed upon, but it was left to the Bosteties 


. | ed on. 3 
Andthe next General Meeting was appointed to > be at 
Blackgannech, upon the iſt of Ocscber. 


_ In. the interval detwixt the laſt 0 22 this, the 

- cruelty and barbarity of the perſecuting enemies againſt 

thoſe who had been with Argyle, was great; as alſo, a- 

| | x2 the ſociety people, by hanging, torturing, bani- 

— cutting the ears, and impriſoning fuch as they 

found, and vigorouſly ſearching after the reſt. Though 

theſe things were ſad, yet the ſocieties wanted not weigh- 

ty additions thereto ; which were, the differences be- 

twixt others and them, which occaſioned Gates among 
themſelves. 


By the conferences e above, union was not at- 
tained with Mr. George Barclay and Mr. Robert Lang- 
lands, but the difference grew rather greater and the 
breath wider: ſome of the Societies, eſpecially in Carrick 
4 and the ſhire of Calloway, joined with theſe miniſters 
- — whom the reſt had not clearneſs to hear, having ſeve- 
ral yalid exceptions againſt them that were not removed. 
This afterwards. occaſioned debates and contention; 


2 a Letter ſhould be wrote to Mr. Ro- | 


dep of faſting and prayer to the Lord. The particular 


to chuſe what day they thought moſt convenient, How. . 
ever, the ein for which it 88 were condeſ cend- 


and ſome of thoſe who joined with thefe miniſters, 
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= Ad... nom dt. — wc a+ r 


| "a Aang, — 1635. E88 * 
turned. gregt purely the n | 
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| Acconning, vo ohio ede A 
couvcened at en on 5 1688 
It was appointed = James Renwick, . witty: => | 
lin Aliſon and Michael Shields, thogld draw up a. full 
and true relation of. the conference. with the two minin 
ſters (above- named) and preſent. the ſame. to the nent 
meeting. This was thought neceſſary to be done, ta 
prevent miſtakes and miſrepreſentations of the faid cone * 
ference, le. kn the lame as drawn ub. 


abroad to Mr. Robert u, with the foreſaid rela- 
tion of the conference, {#c. and. alſo to inform him a- 


nent our preſent circumſtances. Accordingly after * 
meeting Colin went Ie AY 


And it was oo the next mecting ſhould _—_ 
veen at flo dren n the 21ſt of  QFeober.,. This | 
meeting was a intel the. ſooner upon the account of © 

the foreſaid lden, that ĩt might N — 0 * 4 
broad. = | {ages 155 4 


Ae ne to the forefaid. a Mir e = Gene. 
ral Meeting conmerngy at Poxwhe ru, upon the 21ſt 
of October, 1685. | 

The relation of the conferences with Mr. George Bar- 

clay and Mr. Robert Langlands being drawn h But 

of a letter to Mr. Robert Hamilton, and brought to wed 

meeting, the ſame was. compleated, every particular 

therein aſſerted and proven by ſufficient witneſſes, and 
direction given by the meeting to. ſubſcribe it in their 

name , which was ede . * Sagr —_ | 

of followeth: 


| | Right aged} Sir, | | 
HE wiſdom of God hath ſeen i it bt tocall this — 
"Te church in Scotland — wy at. this FARE - pare 
| N 0 78 - the 


R The need of this ciccumſpeRtion appeared 3 as 
Mr. Robert Langlands wroie an account of this conference, N 


different from, and in ſome things inconſiſtent with "this, but 
prereads not to prove his acco int to be true, but gives his own 
ver for all: which being ex ant io his own hand ite, might 


de here ioſect, were it aot _ and diſcredmable to his me- 
mor). 


* 1 


, * 9 "rs 2 abcoint _ the Conference with 


the deep, fo that the faithful members, whether at 
home or abroad, have the moſt ſingular difficulties and 
| Gamping diſcouragements to grapple with, whereof you 
. no ſmall experienec; as alſo, we need not be i 
rant of either. Nevertheleſs as you have been moſt 
= careful to ſend us from abroad all informations needful 
fior us, we ſhould be moſt ungrateful towards you, and 
not a little weaken: your hands, if we ſhould net be at q 
- ſome pains to give you àn account of matters, and of our 
_ _ eontendings.” © Wherefore we have jointly concluded to i 
fend this bearer unto you, with the full and particular re- | 
lation of what paſt betwixt us and theſe two miniſters, | 
viz. Mr. G Barclay and Mr. Robert Langlands, | 
that thereby you may the better know how to carry in it, | 
and inform anent our prefent circumſtances. 
The oecaſion of our meeting together was on this man- 
ner: Some - perſons did meet with a company of our 
friends aferbled together by -providence, and informed 
them that it was Mr. Bartlay's earneſt defire to meet with 
us, and that he would fpare no pains for that effect. 
in anſwer whereunto, the 22d day of July was ap- 
pointed for meeting with him, and notice thereof carri- 
ed to him and to Mr. Lang lands. But when we came 
rogether, and defired to — wherefore he had ſought 
a meeting with us; he faid that he had defired no ſuch 
thing; and we ſhewed that our appointment was only to 
nunſwer his deſire, as it was reported to us by ſome —— 
preſent + But then they began to put another face 
it, ſaying, that whieh he defired was to this effect, — 
George Barclay was not unwilling to meet with us. 
But paſſing this and other things falling out then not 
material, whereof the bearer, for your further ſa- 
ion can inform you, we come to the matter it- 


1 the firſt es. the forefaid miniſters offered to lay 
all debates aſide, and go on in the public work. But to 
this we could not yield; ſaying, that was not the right 
way fo heal the ſore. After which, mention being 
made by fome, of the information fent to Mr. Braekel 
(at the time of Mr. Renwick's ordination) againſt the 
ſuffering party. Whereupon a true tranſcript of Mr. 
| Brackel's letter to your Honour was produced and read; 

he ſum of the Reads whereof were as follow: 
Iumat they had accuſed us, 1//, That we had not on- 

h caſt all CI now fuling in Scotland, but more- 

over, 


* 


Auen — _ 1 


over, had conſtituted among ourſelves al kind of ma- | 


a Chancellor and Prefident over all great men, 
, or Lords. for a public politic convention, 


2 gn | over che commands" f 


yea ſaying that all are to he 
cut off as open enemies, 0 « d de eee thit 
e 
24ly, That the Societies are not pure in religion, 
which, they ſay, is manifeſt by 8 . 
all who are admitted to their fellowſhip, Mc. 

34ly, That the Societies are only a fact ot'y 
church, e 

or of giving ecclefiaſtic teſtimonies to any man; ſayi 
that they themſelves are the moſt pure church, and 5 
they have paſtors, preſbyteriey and ſynods, and that it 
is their part to examine ſtudents, and to confirm them 
in the miniſtry with the impoſition of hands, and that it 


is not lawful for any Hollandiſh Freſpytery' to plock that 
ot Groningen: were | 


righ ght out of their hands, 

athly, That the ſtudents that were 
not of an unblameable life, 

This being read, Mr, La ; aſked Mr. Barclay 
what he would tay thereunto, and his reply was, that 
he had nd hand in fuch @ letter“: Then Mr. Langlands 


began to free Mr. Barclay of it, ſaying that he was at 


PS 4 
- r 
1 


4 
* . 


London at that time, Lo which we replied, How came 8 


it then that his name was inſert there à Then they were 


forced to grant that Mr. Barclay had been at a conſulta- 


tion with James Stuart, Mr. Gordon, and ſome others, 
where an information was condeſcended upon to be ſent 14 
away againſt us, and that Mr. Langlands wrote a letter 


but ſulpeQted it was yet in Mr. Gordon's hand; how- 
beit he affirmed he excerpted all the contents of it put of 
our public papers; {alſo it is not to be paſſed, that thefe 


miniſters aſlerted that our Proteſtation againſt the Scots 


congregation in Rotterdam, was previous to Mr. Brac- 
kel's letter; and that this letter could give no occation 


of drawing up the ſaid Proteſtation; and alfo, that the 
Proteftation was drawn up, and printed in Holland, 


before the ſuffering party did ſee it; both which they 
did maintain, until the gontrary was ſufficiently and 


clearly evidenced), As to the foreſaid excerption oł their 


N Sc. it was 9 1 us, WY 1 the 
claiming 
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duty). what public paper could he excerpt Tuch things 
dub ef? particularly, that we were for killing all that 


A Wedge the government which we are 
-aid- to have fabricated 'amGbngſt us: But he eried out, 
that that tranſcript was forged and ſtuffed with lies. Our 
anſwer was, That it was a true tranſcript, and that Mr, 


Brackel could not, neither would be have forged ſuch 


$103 20ND WEL * ; « 
ben after ſome unfruitful jangling, Mr, Barclay afk- 
ed the reaſon why his miniſtry was rejected before he 
went outof Scotland? Some anſwered, Becauſe of his 
__ condemning\Sanquhar Declaration, even as to the mat- 
ter of it, and not condemning (or allowing) the paying 
of the locality, which is given for the ſtrengthening and 
upholding of ſoldiers againſt the work and people of 
God. But others anſwered, That the queſtion was need. 
ty aſked at them; for all that time which he ſpake of, 
he never came near their bounds, and {g they had no 
opportunity either to receive or reject his miniſtry. But 
Aa multitude erowding about, they then brake out into 
loud outecryings, for our Proteſtation againſt the Scotch 
congregation at Rotterdam, and inſerting their names 
therein, and that we had ſent for ordination to the Hol- 
-landiſh church, which they aſſerted to be purely Eraſti- 
aàn: For when the magiſtrate pleaſed, he would ſend the 
- miniſter a pair of ſhoes, and put him away. 2. That 
they uſed three waſliings in haptiſm: which Mr. Barclay 
affirmed to be Popiſh. 3. The Formular book, 4. Fel- 
tival days, fuch as Yule and Paſch. 5. Organs in the 
kirk. After which they cried out, — all that +. 
To which ſome replied, That they had reflected fadly u- 
Pon the church ol Holland And all Mr. James Renwick 
faid at this time, was, that he had not meddled with 
the church of Holland, but only the Preſbytery of Gro- 
ningen; and that they being foreigners and not charge- 
able with defection, came under another conſideration 
than miniſters of our own church; Howbeit, he 0 
DE | - em 


＋ It cannot paſs without a remark, that (as appears by ſo ne 
accounts at that time) a little before, the'e gentlemen gate h gh 
- encomiums to the Hollanders, as being rhe chief bulwark a- 
gaiaſt Popery, a refuge to the oppteſſed, Sc. when ſecking to 
induce people to join with Argyle; and laboured all they could 
to give the Dutch a bad impreſſion of Scotch ſuff-rers Ard 
Here they labour to give the Scou the ſame of therDa:ch. 


them his purpoſe ro. inform the foreſaid veneiable 


bytery how-odiouly ſuch perſons had repreſented them 
in Scotland, and 


nowled 
ſuch an impure Pr. ney 45 > 1:3 
This, for that 1 e, id t a little 


They then ſaid that they were not ſpeaking af the Preſ- | 


bytery of Groningen, but of the church of Holland, yet 
they returned again, upon the ſanighuteerics, but with- 
out particular application to th aid Preſbytery: 
But it is evident that they intended all theſe things a- 
gainſt the Preſbytery: for we had meddled with no o- 


ther, as to the matter of joining with them. 
So this heat paſſing a little over; Theſe miniſters ſaid 
that they were there offering themfelves to concur in 


carrying on the public work and that they deſired to 


know it now the people would call them, or if they had 


any exceptionsagainſtthem, Whereupon it was thought 
fit that they ſhould remove a little, till the peopleknew 
others minds, that they might orderly give an anfwif. 
Put finding themſelves confuſed with a multitude, they 
thought fit to ſhew theſe miniſters, that if they-would 
be pleaſed to keep the day, they would appoint it, and 
nominate eight men from amongſt them, to conter with, 
them upon that, and other things. Howbeit they wou 
not conclude any thing in the name of their brethren, 


but ſhould preſent it to the General Meeting, which was 


to be upon the 29th day of the ſame month. Where- 
upon the 28th day was appointed. for this conference. 
So being met upon the fad day, Mr. Barclay return- 
ed again upon his former queſtion, aſking why his mini- 
{try was rejected while he was in Scotland. To which 


ſome anſwered, that while he was in Scotland, they were 


Joining with worſe than he was, which they acknowled- 


ed to be their fin, but when the Lord opened their >a | 


tter, they joined with theſe people whom they j 
ed to be moſt at their duty, who at that time were de- 


ſerted by all the miniſters that were left, (after Mr. Car- 


gill's death.) But the reſt gave in theſe reaſons: Hs 
condemning Sanquhar Declaration, and not the paying of 
the locality; His not joining with theſe that were at the 


Public work, and countenancing too much the compliers 


ofthe time; and his not making a difference betwixt the 
3 8 clean 


themfelyes,-at 
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_ theſe 
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- fome of them ſaid that they never had the opportuni 
_ jouning with him after the differences fell in mor 


miniſters, howbeit the information they then had would 


| have kept them back) they ſaid theſe kept them at 
diſtance from him. But there heing no anſwer. (at leaſt 


not material) given to theſe things, and the going about 
of the queſfion being marred hy theſe miniſters them- 
felves,” Mr. Barclay aſked, will ye now join with us? or 


have ye any exceptions againſt us? To which this an- 


ſwer was gien, gt if differences could he removed in a 


| night and honeſty wc would be moſt willing to join 


with them. Thenthele miniſters deſired to hear what 
ions might be, 80 they were given in (by 
Renwick, when the queſtion was put partj- 


Mr. James 


cularly to him, to which all agreed who fided not with 
theſe miniſters) as followeth,. _ , 
I, Their not joining with ſuch as were at the public 


pork after Bothwel, viz. Mr. Cargil, and Mr, Cameron. 


© y, Leaving the Country and deſerting the work. 
. Zap, 


Joining with the corrupt Scotch Congregation at 
otterdam, particularly of Mr. George, his hearing of 


Mr. Veitch, wha was actively indulged at Mauchlin in 


465%, Informing abroad, againſt the fuffering party at 


home and aſperſing them with ſlanders, ſuch as theſe 


in the forementioned information, ſent to Mr, Brackel. 
gthly, Joining in the aſſociation, and owning the de- 
claration publiſhed by the Earl of Argyle, and that party. 
So having given in theſe: They aſked firſt, whether 
theſe were his /cruples meerly, or grounds that he had 


aid down for ſtanding at a diſtance ? and his anſwer was 
to this purpoſe, whatever difference be betwixt ſcruples, 


and grounds ; theſe things were to him ſufficient reaſons 
to ſtand at a diſtance, while they remained. And again 


they aſked, (granting all theſe things to be true) were 


they ſufficient for us to ſtand at a diſtance for? To which 
he replied, That taking them (eſpecially) conjunctly, 
they were to us ſufficient reaſons to ſtand at a diſtance 
while they ſtood unremoved. But, ſaid they, even tak- 
ing them conjunctly they are not, | 

This put the matter to a cloſe, and put us altogether 
out of hope of getting differences removed, Notwith- 


ftanding theſe miniſters hegan to anſwer to theſe things 
part! icularly, | | = 
Kt * And 


ver declined to join with the forenamed perſons in the 


public work. It was replied that his practice couſd not 


inſtruct it neither, that ever he didfeck after it ; av al, 


that it was ſtrange how he could meet ſo oſten with 


thers that were keeping themſelves more cloſe, and were 
not at the public work, and not with the fortfaid perſons, 
who were keeping the fields, and the rumour amangſt 


friends weekly ſpread abroad of their going about the 
public work. To which Mr. Langland's was ſilent. 
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. To the ſecond, viz. their leaving the lands, and de- 


ſerting their work; Mr. Langlands faid that he went 
not out of the couutry until he had two calls to go abroad. 
But this needed no anſwer, he not i ing the ſuſſi- 
ciency of theſe calls. And Mr. Barclay ſaid that he had 
offered, when travelling through -a great part of the 
country, that if but two perſons in a whole fhire would. 
have invited him to h, he would have ſtaied. To 
it was this duplied, that he would have 1 
in Clydeſdale to have heard him. He ſaid alſo, that he 


both wrote and came home himſelf every year. But ie 
was duplied, that we neither ſaw, any of his letters, noi 


heard of his home coming ar FE ; 
As to the third, vis. their joining with the Scotch Con- 

gregation in Rotterdam, and particularly with Mr Veitch 

who was actually indulged. To which he replied, that 
he bad contended more againſt that Congregation than 
many had done. Yet it was duplied, that while he 
joined with them uiider the conſideration that they are, 
his contendings were to little purpoſe. And as to the 
hearing of Mr. Veitch, he ſaid he was at the head of the 
ſeat, and could not win out, though he deſired. But it 
was duplied that ſeverals of the congregation, elders and 
others, did at that time withdraw, whereby the matter 
came to be niore openly ftated, which was the greater 
call to him to fide with the teſtimony z and alſo that his 
withdrawing in that circumſtance would have conduced 
more to the matter of his teftimony than if he had been 


at the door. Bat he defended himſelf, ſaying that he 


could not fee that, for it would have given great offence; 
To which was anſwered, that none could take offence 
but ſuch as were of one judgment with the indulged. |, 
About this time was brought in that which included a 
ſixt\ reaſon againit theſe miniſters, from their expreſſing 
| their judgment anent joining with the joiners with the 


in- 


2 9 * 
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_ indulged, an defending the ame, ſor they ſaid that 
they both would, and ſhonld join with ſuch, but they 
would not make it a rule to others. To which our re- 
| that we were againſt joining with ſuch : And 
we ſhould join with ſuch, while they defended the 
ſame; might we not alſo join, with the indulged them. 
ſdives Then it was retorted upon us by William Cle. 


land, to which the miniſters did agree, that we joined 


_ with a more corrupt church, viz. that of Groningen, 
who had all theſe abuſes formerly mentioned.. 'To which 
was replied, that there was a difference to be made in 
joining with miniſters going back, and defending their 
defections, and with thoſe (though even corrupt in ſome 
things from which they never were reformed) that were 
advancing, and groaning under their remaining corrup- 
tions. And Mr. James Renwick ſaid he proteſted in the 
face of the Preſbytery againſt all things he knew among 
them diſſonant to the reformation - of the church of 
Scotland, which was to him ſufficient, they being under 
ſuch conſiderations. They ſaid they looked upon this 
3 to no purpoſe. ſeeing they continued in them. Alſo 
Mr. James joining with them being miniſters of a foreign 
church, came under a general conſideration as Proteſ- 
tants, Which joining with miniſters of our wn church 
came not under. 
Again, it was ede But n not we have joined 
with the Scotch Congregation at Rotterdam under that 
fame general conſideration. To which it was anſwered, 
that we could not, becauſe they came under a more ſpe⸗ 
cial conſideration, for in joining with, miniſters of our 
church, we ought to know that they keep up the teſti- 
mony againſt the ſins of our on place; but in joining 
with theſe of a foreign church, if they keep up the teſti- 
mony againft the ſins in their own place, they are not to 
be diſcountenanced for not contending againſt our defec- 
tions. But ſuppoſing we had ſinned therein, this could 
not have juſtiſied their practice; for, as was told them, 
Recriminatio nulla ęſt reſponſio. 

To the faurth, viz. informing abroad, againſt che ſuf- 
fering party at home. To which they anſwered, that 
there was nothing in their information but what was ex- 
cerpted ont of our public papers. But we replied, that 
ſuch things could not be excerpted (no ſuch thing being 
in them.) However, they fell out in great outrages a- 

* our ä calling Rutherglen gi * 


- AS ING ee dnt nr! 
855 015 Declaration, where the publifhers call them 
ſelves, the repreſentatives of the church, aud covenan-- 
ted nation of Scotland, . And that in Lanerk Daetlaratis 
on, where the hiftorical relation of Sitiquhar Declaras 
tion expreſſes theſe words, done by a.conventian of E. 
ſtates, and that itſelf was publiſhed in our name and au- 
thority. To which our reply was to this purpoſeg#th 
we wonld do ſo much for procuring a right union, which 
we were fo defirous of, as to condeſtend fo far to them, 
as not to impoſe thefe words upon them, "thefe words not 
oing the matter of the preſent teſtimony,” I they -would 
approve of, and accord with the matter of theſe detlara- 
tions, the actions done, and the teſtimonies given by 
them; they being fo great and neceffary duties, whi 

we could not paſs from, elſe we ſhould condemn many | 
former, and later contendings, and trample upon man! 
noble teſtimonies :- kowbeit we could not reſile from, n 
expunge theſe forementioned words (as we exprefly told 
them:) Notwithſtandingthat we condeſcended ſo far; they 
would not conſent unto us, but objected even againſt the 
matter of them, ſaying that they could not be.owned as 

they came from vs. Howheit they {till reiterated their in- 
veighings againſt the ſoreſaid declarations, making uſe of 

them againſt us, notwithſtanding of what was faid be- 
fore: Crying out alſo much againſt the firſt call to the 
miniſters: And though we tofd them we had corrected 
that by a ſecond, yea, though they often granted, that 
it was well, that it was fo corrected, yet they would ne- 

ver ceaſe from their invelghings againſt the firſt. > A 
| Howbeit"it'{s'not to hè forgotten how ſadly the cauſe 
hath deen wronged, and how much we have been miſta- 
ken by the differing and wrong copies, eſpecially, of our 
ſirſt Declaration publiſhed at Sanquhar, June 22d, 
1680. ſpread thro” this, and other lands, from which, 
many have taken much ground againſt us. And as for 
our declaring of war in that declaration, our underſtand- 
ing of it is conform to our apologetic declaration, af- 
fixed upon the kirk doors, November, 1684. 1 

To the , viz. their joining in the afſociation, and 


agreeing with the declaration of that party: Both which 
they owned as their duty, and aſked what we could ſay 
againſt them. 'To which we anſwered, that ſome of the 
aſſoclators, were guilty of the blood ſhed at Air's-moſs, 
(particularly Sir John Cochran) And as to the declara- 

| oe 2 tion, 
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1 ritated, as ſome _ 


= 45 * ji the l —_ 
tion, e + - that p a not make mention of our 


covenants preſly, nor of preſbyterial government, which 
was forborne of purpoſe leſt the Sectarians ſhould be ir- 


temſelves ſaid. *2dly, That expreſs 


mention was made of the ſufferings of ſome, who were 


a ſtain to the profeſſion of religion, and not of the moſt 


cruel ſufferings of ſuch of the honeſt party as would have 


held out the iniquity of their laws far more. This we 


know to be done of purpoſe to bury our ſufferings, as was 


evident from their refuſing to inſert the barbarous uſage 
of valiant Rathillet. 3dly, That it opened a door for 
taking in amongſt Fra, even whe greareſt of their ene- 
mies. 

Io which little was anfrered. at that time ; however 
at other times, they ſaid to the firſt. That tho preſby- 
terial government was not expreſt, it was underſtood. 
But we ſaid that in declarations to the world, it ought 


| = to have been expreſt. And they ſaid the covenants were 


not mentioned, becauſe of its binding us to defend the 
king. To which we duplied, to this purpoſe, that the 
conditional ties of the covenant were looſed, by the firſt 


_ breakers of the condition, yet becauſe of its morally ob- 


liging articles, it ſhould have been expreft. _ 
Some of them ſaid, that the expreſs mentioning of 


our ſufferers particularly of Rathillet, was forborne, be- 


cauſe the Declaration being drawn up without theſe ; they 
vad engaged before they came from Amſterdam, neither to 
add, alter, nor diminiſpb. But for the reaſon why Mr. 
Carſtairs and Mr. Spence's, ſufferings were mentioned, 
Mr. George Barclay ſaid that that was done after they came 
to the Highlands. How to reconcile this, with what they 
ſaid before, we ſee not. 5 

As to the third; They faid they opened! no Join as to 
theſe who were guilty of death. But we objected, that 
their practice proved the contrary, in that they had, as 
a leading man amongſt them, Sir John 1 — of Och 


lietree, who was not free of the blood at Air's-mols. 


This is the ſubſtance of what paſt that day : Only to- 
ward evening theſe miniſters declared their willingneſs 
to lay things in preſent controverſy afide, until they 
ſhould be determined by a competent judicatory ; which 
we refuſed to do, becaule 1 it would be a calling truth in- 
to queſtion. _* 

Upon the morrow, being the 2 th day, and the day 
of our Geyeral meeting, we went arward into the place 

appoint- 


* 


„ 


\ 


After this was done, (having deliberated a little a- 
mong ourſelves) we thought it the fitteſt way, either for 
removing of differences (if poſſible) or for the further 

clearing of them, or giving us the fairer off. come in the 
eyes of the world, to make this propoſal to the foreſaid 
miniſters, that they together by themſelves, would draw 4 

up the ſins of the times and we together would do the 
like: 80 then if we would agree anent the public fins 

es one taking freely with what is applicable to them- 

elves) we would conſequently agree anent the public du- 
ties, and ſo would go on together in the public work: 

And if we ſhall not agree anent theſe, then they would 
ſee more clearly where we ſtood, and we would fee more 
3 where they ſtood, But they rejected this pro- 
pA e Fig © | 
Ve A elt they had formerly oftener than once, at a 4 
meeting accidentally July 23d, deſired that the cauſes of 4 
humiliation ſhould be drawn by them and us, ſeparately. 

80 our propoſal had its firft riſe. from them; but now 

when it was propoſed by us, théèy would not yield there: 
unto, except in the mean time, they ſhould be. joined by 
with in the exerciſe. of their miniſtry, which we faid ve 
could not do, till once the differences were removed. I 
At which time they went off this head, producing 
the proteſtation againſt theScotch Congregation in Rot- 
terdam, and reading that artiele wherein their names, 
with ſome others, was inſert, together with ſome ge- 
neral charges, which they did repreſent ſo, as if guilty. 
of theſe things they deſerved not to live, crying out 
who would own'that article which very few refuſed to 
own. Yet Mr. Renwick replied thereunto, that the 
names of the perſons in that article, and theſe general 
charges were writtenin cumulo, and caſt in a heaptogether, 
which he counted an overſight, and an injury; but he 'Y 
deſired theſe things to de underſtood ſeparately, and ſo 

he offered to make out every word thereof, for there 
was not one charge there, which was not applicable ta 
ſame of the perſons there named. And he faid that 
none could plead innocent, as to untender dealing with” | 
5 2 2 other z 
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* mw An Actount of the Conferenee with 
| | AB en with untenderneſs towards us, they would- 
in ag Ee mor though their charges'againſt us were 
e, and grievous than what we had laid upon 
them. 80 80 after fobPhnfroitfal jangling, he cried out 
that now all the world may ſee that any unwillingneſs o 
unite in the Lord cannot be laid. at our door. 
But after we had been parted a little, theſe miniſters 
ſent {ame with this overture unto us, That they would 
be content to draw up the cauſes of humiliation, provid- 
In Mr. James enwick would go with them for that ef- 
RA: And the people would join with them in the mean 
time: And either prove what was ſaid in that article of 
the foreſaid proteſtation, or elſe to emit ſomewhat ta 
take it away. To which our reply was, That as to that 
article of the proteſtation, we ſhould either do the one, 
or the other; however we were not doubtful to prove it. 
And as to what | in the propoſal concerned Mr. James 
Renwick to anſwer, be replied thus, That he could not 
accept of the overture ; 1/, Becauſe they had firſt pro- 
poned our overture, but they refuſed it, when it came 
us, at the proponing whereof, they offered to lay 
all debates aſide until it was ſeen what that ſhould pro- 
duce; and when we made the foreſaid propofal, they 
brought in the foreſaid article of the foreiaid proteſtati- 
on againſt us. 2dly, Becauſe he could not join in ſo 
much with them, while the forementioned exceptions 
ſiood i in the way. 3dly, If they and he, ſo far differ- 
ing from other, ſhould be together ab6ut ſuch a work, 
they ſhould prove but a hinderance to one 2nother. 
And as to what concerned the people, they (except 
ſome few, who ſided with theſe miniſters) replied that 
- they could not join with them while the A 
differences ſtood. | 
After which they called the People together, and Mr. 
Langlands gave them a relation of what had paſt in our 
conference, theſe days before, repreſenting ſtill our de- 
clarations and the ordination of Mr. James Renwick in 
an hideous manner, reading over the foreſaid informati- 
on ſent to Mr. Brackel againſt us; but paſſing the arti- 
cles lightly without any ſatisfaction, reading alſo the 
foreſaid article of the foreſaid prote ſtat ion, interpreting 
the word treachervuſſy, to import a deſign to betray the 
cauſe, aflerting that if theſe things they were charged 
with, were true; they were not worthy to live, far leis 
to be miniſters, | 


After 
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Robert — fad ore the ports pane as 


to the forefaid-papers which Mr. Langlands had read in 
their audience, he deſired that theawo might he come 
pared together, and then it would be ſeen NE had i 
the heavieſt charge upon the other. As ta the falſehood 
of what was informed againſt the ſuffering party, they 
were all conſcious thereof. And for what was ſaid in 
that article of the foreſaid Proteſtation, underſtanding 
it ſeparately, he offered to make it out every word. 
But night being come, and an alarm alſo coming, we were 
forced to part the more abrupthy. Men "of a4) * *. ; 
Now, much honoured Sir, We have here given you 
as full a relation as is needful, of what paſt betwixt theſe 
miniſters and us, and ſo true, that (though we cannot 
ſay that every thing is verbatim, as it was ſpoken, yet) 
there is not the leaſt prevarication as to the matter. And 
we may ſay that the Lord took this affair in his own 
hand, and did, as it were, hide us in it, that he might 
the more appear. We uſed all the tenderneſs we could, 
forbearing to ſay: many things, leſt the fire had been hot- 
ter, and we reputed a people unwilling to unite upon any 
terms. But from this you will clearly ſee where both 
they and we ſtand, and what diſtance is betwixt us. 
We have not only the fury of the open enemy to abide, 
who are employing all their might, ſo far as the holy 
wiſdom of God permits, in impriſoning,” ſtigmatizibg, 
lugg-marking, baniſhing and killing: But alſo, fiery | 
and hot contendings with otliers who pretend more re- 
ſpect to the work of God than we dare do. Our diff. 
culties are very many, and it is moſt hard to guide ſuch 
a caſe as ours is; but it hath pleaſed the Lord in infi- 
nite wiſdom from eternity to carve out ſuch a lot for us, 
that he may perfect ſtrength in weakneſs, and wiſdom in 
folly. We deſire to rejoice, in appearing. to be nothing, - 
that he may be ſeen to be all things, And as we are a 
repreached, miſtaken, miſrepreſented, wounded, wrong- 
ed, contemned, yea, a contemptible remnant, as ever 
had ſuch things among their hands ; if God ſhall make 
our names, our enjoyments, and our all, ſteppmg-ſtones 
for him, whereupon to walk for the advancement of 
his name and intereſt in the earth, we deſire to be hear- 
uly content, to offer them up upon that ſervice. 
Pray for us that ve faint not in the day of trial; that 
God may lead us in the good old way, and prev-nt.or 
$2 brea's 


| 382 e ae gy ; 1685. 
break the ſnares laid by men for ſubverting of our paths; 
us grace to follow him fully unto the end, to the 

praiſe of the glory of his own name. Remember us 
Findly to all our dear friends in Chriſt with you, though 
unknown by face; the report which we have of their 
Hithfulneſs,; tenderneſs, and zeal for the work of God, 
2 2 ſavoury and encouraging to their burden-bearing, 
| ympathy manifeſted towards us in the furnace of 
affliction, toward yourſelf and your dear brother's fami- 
ly, doth bind us greatly to them as their debtors; and 
we know no other way now, how to recompenſe them, 
but by being often at the throne of grace on their be- 
half, which is and ſhall be our endeavour: And ſhew 
unto them that we forget them not, and we hope that 
| they bear us ee e before tho Lord, Thus 
we remain, 


Much 3 and daar Sir, our friends 
2:4 and en in the Lord Tamer 


Subſcribed i in — name, and by c our direQtion R iy the 
Gerk of our el Meeting, 


MICHAEL SHIELDS 


It was alſo concluded. by this N that a letter 

directed to Mr. Hamilton, preſented and read to them, 

ſhould be ſubſcribed in their name by the clerk of the | 
meeting; which was done. 

It was likewiſe concluded, chat every ſociety ſhould 
do their utmoſt to gather up a liſt of the names, and an 
account of the ſufferings of thoſe within their reſpec- 
tive bounds, who ſuffered martyrdom and otherwiſe ; 
as alſo of the enemies barbarous dealing and cruelty there, 
and of any fignal and remarkable judgments that had 
been inflicted upon any of theſe enemies: and all expe- 
dition was to be uſed herein, that the whole being col- 
lected together, might be for the good and. comfort 
of the ' preſent. and ſucceeding generations, Some- 
wht of this was "nn; but not io ern as was de- 

It was in like manner ended, chat the 16th of 

November ſhould be obſerved by the Societies a day of 
—_— and prayer; that conſjdering our 1 2 

inſuſi- 


7 Society, Letter, &c. 183 
inſufficiency either to withſtand ſnares which we may be, 
and are tryſted with from all hands; that the Lord would 
be graciouſly, pleaſed to prevent them or elſe break them, 
left our ways ſhould be ſubverted, and turned aſide from 
the ways of God. | e 


Alſo, it was concluded, that the aꝗth of December 
ſhould be obſerved by the Societies a day of faſting and 
prayer, That conſidering the ſuffering of the Lord's name 
thereby, he would be graciouſly pleaſed to take ſome 
way in clearing and vindicating of his cauſe; and re- 

moving away the miſtakes-artd reproaches caſt upon his 
people: And ,confidermg* the greatneſs and increafe of 
the harveſt, that he will ſend. forth faithful labou- 
"And it was appointed that the next General Meeting 
ſhould conveen at Frierminion, upon the 28th of Ja- 
nuary, 1686. 8 | | ach | 


4 


Follows the foreſaid Letter to Mr. Hamiltoůowtr:. 
| th | 32 | "4 3h; 
Honourobla: Sie, ©. ns oi te hs 5 
| HERE are many ſtrange obſervations that may 
be drawn from our caſe, but none more obvious 
than theſe which are clear to all who have eyes to ſee, 
to wit, 'That the Lord is taking all pains to humble his * 
people, and lay them low: But if he ſhall hereby raiſe W 
up his work and prepare them for being exalted, Why by 
not? Let us rejoice therein; and that he is uſing all 
means for carrying on a work of diſcovery in bringing 
right and wrong to light, yea, he is ſaying by all his 
way of dealing, that he will have every one tried, and 
the righteouſneſs of ſome and the unrighteouſneſs of o- 
thers brought to light: And if he ſhall by this, bring 
about the clearing of his caufe and the making of bis 
1 truth more precious, let us with all chearfulneſs be 
' ſ content, yea, adore him for ſuch a noble way of work- 
| ing! For ſurely the Lord's work of diſcovery is not ter- 
rible and damping, but chearing and pleaſing to the ſin- 
cere and upright, You and we are called to the ſtage of 
combat and lifts of contending in this our day; and not 
only to be loaded with heavy and grievous unputations, 
which ſurely wonld cruth any who were not of ſeared, 
obdurate and adamantine hearts, were it not that con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſincerity, integrity and innocency, and the 
| | ſight. 
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fight of what pen do the — and pleaſant 
_ product" of theſe things, viz: The adva of the work | 
of God, the clearing of the owners therebf, and the con- 

founding of evil ſpeakers, who ſhall not be eftabliſhed i 
ie earth. This doth bear up our hearts and cheriſh our 
ſpirits in travelling thro* ſuch deeps, tho' not the ſhal- 
pweſt, and in bearing welken burdens, though not 
2 N 1 

Howbeit, we have thought it bt to ſhew Ane * 
Hanour, fome things which have been reported of you 
unto us, with no ſmall confideticey hereby deſtring that 
you would not miſtake, looking upor us as it we were 
become jealous of you, andreceiving%uctithings for truth, 
as we hope you can prove your innocency of. But our 
love and reſpect to the Lord's glorious cauſe, which we 
own, and to your good name, which we are bound ſtill 
according to verity to defend; we have here written un- 
to you ſoine few things, of which we do humbly and car- 
neſtly deſire that you 1 would write unto us the truth, in- 
ſtructing your own innoceney, that ſo we may have 
wherewith to ſtop the mouth of ſuch narrators. As, 

1/7, You are ſaid to have countenanced the proclama- - 
tion of the Hamilton declaration with your drawn. A v ä 
in ou hand. ! 

Aly, You are ſaid to have ſubſcribed the petition to 
the of Monmouth, in your own arts and in the 
name e of the army. | 

- 3dly, To have received large RO bom Dutch peo⸗ I, 
ple for printing the teftimoniley of the mph? bo. and not to 
, wei improven it for that uſe. * 
= gthly, To have received nige money from the Dutch, 
It the name and for the behoof of the ſuffering party in 

Scotland, of which they never got an) account. 

Now, Right honourable Sir, All theſe things are re- 
ported to you of us, and aſſerted by ſome with no ſmall 
confidence; all which they offer to prove. But their 
afſertion hath not got the place of probation with us. 
Notwithſtanding, we thought it' greatly our duty, upon 
the forefaid conſiderations to acquamt yon herewith, 
deſiring you may vindicate yourſelf according to truth, 
which we both long and hope for: And whatfoever may 
be found wrong in you, or us, or any other perſon, we 
deſire to be far from either denying, extenuating or ex- 
cuitng i it. 

Moreover, for further clearing and corrohorating of 


the cauſe, we deſire that you will ſend with this bearer, 
a true, 


ue, 4 —— 
ainſt the Scotch congregation at Rotterdam, pron 
of that article fo often mentioned in our information 
{ent unto you':+PFor. tho many of us be convinced of the 
truth of all theſe things in that proteſtation, yet it is re- 
quifite that in ſuch a day, when many ſorts of people 
are lying at the catch, that we have wherewith to op 
eee leſt ſome who know not ſuch things may 
be ſtumbled ; for many whom we have to do with, ll 
not take with any thing though never ſo guilty, — 
it can be ſuliciently proven againſt them, +. 
Alſo, we defire that it may be tried, and an account 
ſent; unto us, Whether or not Mr. Brackel received Aa 
letter written by Mr. Langlands, containing ſuch accu- 
{ations againſt us as are mentioned in our information, 
accordingly as he wrote to you when at Groningen z or 
it he had theſe accuſations given him by Mr. Kooleman 
2 of mouth, by virtue of a commiſſion to him for 
effect, hich was the occaſion whereupon he wrote _ 
ſuch things to you; or if Mr. Brackel will own his 
writing ſuch things, and inſtruct what was the oecaſion 
chere e Farr bee ee e Mie, - 
Brackel's letter, the true Nn we read, is 
ſtuffed with lies. | 
Finally; We deſire that you will be at ie dealing | 
vith the 'preſbytery: of Groningen, that they would an- 
ſwer to what is laid to their charge by the Scottiſh mi- 
niſters, to the end that the ordination of Mr. James Ren- 
wick may be rendered odious; according to his humble 
deſire, as he writeth to them and * — For ws 
ve be not calling in queſtion. the la of his 
| 
| 


nation, yet it is Tequilte to have ſomething dw: 
hands to convinee gainſayers. 
Now, what ſhall we fay, it is a hard matter to 

right in ſuch a, day. We have all need to take heed 

to ourſelves, /- looking both before and behind us.z 

for God's eye is always | us, and man's eye is moſt 

intently beholding us; . may ſay witk the Pfal- 

miſt, They meet, hey lurk, they mark 2 fleps. But ler 

us truſt in the Lord, and do good. Let us delight our- 

ſelves in Gods and commit our way to him, and he ſhall 

bring forth. our righteouſneſs as the light, and our judg - 
ment as the noon- day: To whom be glory for ever. | 
„Thus ne you. __ his * and profi == 20d 
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H. 5. Remember us Lindy e leon Linn, whom 
we pray the Lord may fit for. his intended Work, and 
ra faithful and painful werk in his vine- 
— reap the hie Uf bis IA our, to the 
of God Let us Rear what progreſs he 
"miles; and 1 think the him far that 
work, and if be der bebe o ü oleandy ordina- 
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tioned before, were ſent to Mr. Hamilton with: Colin 
Aliſon ſoon alter the meeting, who ſent back with Co- 
2 lin Aliſon, before the next meeting, ac long letter in 
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4 g if ever 1 TOE ur T7 bt time, | 
1 r e this may A 127 my letters to 
vou, through a deep apprehenfion 701 moſt unparalelled 
dgments to be poured out on that End, and on all the 
ches of Chriſt thronghout the world ; IJ havz choſen 
£440 From boye to the cauſe of Christ, the. Bitisfactian of the 
remnant with You, and for the glory of our blefſed 
Lev and Maſter, to write.to you what Ijudge moi ſea- 
fonable in the reſcnt junckure, and may be in ſome 
meaſure ſervigea e.tq poſterity. And as I have deſired 

as it were, to take my pen out of the Lotd's hand, and _ | 

to ſet myſelf in his prefence. and under Bis eye, who ſees 2. 

and knows all things, even the agen, ſcerets of then 

1 heart, and before whom ere long I muſt give an account 

2 . of this in hand, and all other things ; ſo it warms my 


heart 
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| great dr; Cameron 3 and: 


Neither to ſuch an Aſſembly as that at un bie of 


bleiag bro! rennen 
municate me, laid 
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lignant uſurpers, 4 for. marty years I aur been 
under n , for no other cauße bur for 
che halding pp of Chri 
mation, the. my 

Nor am Teer theat company 
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85 1 — e ae | 
ol him (eng alas |; but very weakly). - 
Neither am I writing to n de at arcs u- | 


miſters, elde and others, wha paſſed a 2 againſt 
cited me befare them, imagin- 
me out of my conſcience; yet 
appesxing, after diſowning them 


ing ta 
I being on the place, and 


dor an Allemblys and adhering to wbat I did formerly, 


formally preteſied againſt them, lea teſta- 
tion with them, and jet them. n 


Ken, where the greateſt of the miniſters and elders were 
aſſembled, to kalten the whole country of Galloway, 
Nichſdale, Kyle, Carrick, c. to their ordering aud 
government, to engage them to call none but thofe whorn 
Wey hend name to them; by this ſtratagem intending 
to exelude great Cameron, and ſhut the door on all faith» 
ful preaching in theſe parts: Whereof Lbeing „ 
ed, accompanied wih one or two more, entered d r- 
mal prote ſtation againſt them, Which through the Lois 
they threatening qa K- 
79 — de bs, Alfemblie 8 
had dene, by all — — toload me with — 2 1 
moſt foul and horrid aſpex an 05 5135:6, 18 = 
Neither to ſuch a'com o minidbere 0 2 — 
ho. were at Bothwell, who ſought to make my He&a 
burden to meg and hold me in continua vexation afd 
forrow of {pigity.upor no other account but becauſe bf 
2 net yore . for wr "0d 


' Covered. in g $ march ; 2 And 
1d A 7 
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—— greets 22 


n Mr. Röbert r 


2 day of faſting obſerved, wherein the fits of the land 
mig! t have been di and ac n 
Neither to ſuch à company, who after the-break at 
Bothwel, fat down in the Old Clachats of Galloway, 
and plotted and determined to take away my life, for my 
tas with Mr. John Welch and theſe gentlemen 
he brought with him, and my of and diſowning 
of Hamilton Declaration; and after the Lord wonder- 
fully diſappointed them by diſcovering their deſigu, yet 
again met, and wrote a letter to ſome'thati Were with me, 
chat if they kept my e they wouldcauſe that the 
.. country ſhould neither rd Kues meat, drink, nor a- 
ny manner of quarters; e eee | 
. hey ſhould be onourably entertained. 
Neither to 1 a company of miniſters and — | 
4 who after I was come to Holland, upon the call A wor- 
thy Mr. Cargill, Mr. Brown and Mr. M Ward, poſted 
2 miſſioner againſt me there, with 20 or 30 articles, 
the moſt of them criminal; for anfwer to 1 er 
= to Mr, M*Ward's own letter.. 
Neither is it ta that company of * Wieden 
| and others, ho were aſſoclate with Monmouth and Ar- 
gyle, who judged no way more convenient to carry on 
their deſigns, than by loading me with heavy and falſe 
reproaches, and hy employing John Haddow under the 
maſk of zeal and ſtraightneſs in the cauſe, to pervert 
vou from it and divide you among yourſelves, and to in- 
volve you in an engagement with ſectaries, malignants 
and bloody men, contrary to former national facred en- 
gagements. That party, ſo long as they had any hope 
hl gaining me, did ſet on me with the greateſt r Bind 
tions and acclamations (to ee commenting on my 
long and great ſufferings, zeal,” piety, We, until they 
faw it was in vain; and then they raged, 1 
remember this was likewife John Haddow's way at my 
houſe in Friezland, a little before he ſhipped with Ar- 
gyle ; for after he had harangued on my zeal, ſufferings, 
. piety, uſefulneſs to the church, &c. — him, 
and uſing freedom againſt his 2 and others with 
him: Upon which he buf out, ſaying he had ever hi- 
 therto defended me, but now he thould give me a caſt, 


and make me infamous wherever he went. But, poor 

man, he was far out in his politics ; ſor when be return- 

ed to his aſſociates, he took ſame of them to witneſs that 
he had ever defended! me; to which they . 
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zeal, to — — — And vou, in e 
the Lord's xauſe as ſtated with us, and for A, ox there 
was nothin pon prayers for it, w=x4 
means with mraagiſtrateyand. for Scotland" 

formation; and the Lord, took a noble teſtimony, off 

their hand, ſuch 9 ben ſeen in 
lands, againſt piſtrates uſurpation over the "YN 

Yet Mr. Bracket 

3 Eraſtian call to his now. church 
in Rotterdath:; And T proteſting a it, was then, 
and ſtill am deſertod by the moſt of 1 (though bleſſed 
be the Lord, not without his fignal bee of 7 G 
_ teſtimony, to tho conviction of many n 

Brackel, not without much prejudice > ne, f 
Monmouth. e and Argyle's plottera, . . 1 
eauſe is made contemptible, and 1 an de 
-reproackes among ſtrangers, that . if t Ford had nat 
— — a eee in ＋ 
ce, in all probability re to the great- 
.cft -outward 1 1. , 

I ſay, it doth not a little. combart- me, that it is to 
none ot all theſe forementioned perſons and parties that 
Lam writing: But unto you, G lovely Remnant, unto 
you O dear followerg of the Lamb: The little flogky of, 
Chriſt in poor Scotland: Unto you, who have not on- 
1y been honourgdhto ſtick to him, againſt all oppoſition 3 


but to crown Him again and — at Hebron. ks... OI 


8 


with k cir re- | 


—— unworthy Rap: I 
ably indebted to ou. 

0 beloved, my eyes are running down with tears, my 
heart] is melting within me, I know not how am both 
n and rejoicing, with the very thoughts that I ſee 
vou 
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0 15 * | 
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r, is made vory'4 


12 ; or ih lat ve, 
ene, in 1 d .tuligr on my ac- 
ut; O the rage * * is eruel, yen more eruel 
18 rich. 2 
8 haſt ſmitten, ., they © 
| e e be 
4 t are theſe biaſſede 1 aud in- 
; "hittered men deeking? when the Lard has ſo aal 
 Aiſcovercd, and on whon be haa rubhed en- 
ſuſton, and who are callbd as. M in Aackgloth, 
and aſhes ; Alas f r genevation prre.in. their — and 
2 not avaſhen from their filthineſs.;\; A: generaiion," 0 
Soo hfty are their c and. er. 7 * lifted up," 
"of generation whoſe death are as favgrds, and ſasu-tecab 
2 ini urs, ro devour the- Poor From off. me * an the 
from ameng nin, Prov, XXX. 12, 13, 14+ But O 
2rd, my eyes are towards thee.” Wha. changeit. that 
. thou wayſt diicharge.; who woundeſt that t ou mayſt 
Beal, and killeſt that thou may mak@alive, 8 open 
wen my 1 gen bee hew foryh thy, Pralip, 
Loving Brethren, I thall:begin at 1 args 
tion and the ſupplication to Monmouth R I haze 
| been made to call BEN-0N8..';And 1 Nall a, in in the light 
® of an all-ſeeing God, give. the hiſtorical relation there 
and next, as the Lord, will help to give you my thou wk 
thereof, and ſhall defire in all, to take ſhame unto my- 
fetf, that the Lord may be gloriſied, the truth an e 
ed, poſterity — 1 n Tight and left 
And r ; n ta 
_ v4 A Le e i - al 
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| 
i= was my quarters where the — 5 lay oh 


him to return immedlatel, 


r e nn 


poor Lad. at chat time, 1 e. as ES 


_ thers, than fer me, — there — 
y of a vindicgtion that way, they — 
ho were — toit, (yet ch 
lives; 2 . 4 i 
the prelenboecationg”! 5 He bug ee ug 

6 betare abe proclaiming of A; 
Declaration ere ane an alarm to me, that These, 
was u parry AW ftiends be ges with ch enemy, Wkpge- 
upon imm mpunte& my horſe, (which, for gn, 
part Was ati, edod che Pelcls, ſaddled) mo 
tothe et JRL foubdahatgll che officers J had an 
ny gauſſilenped in, verre already ont upon ſervices u NN 
1 Orrthitz thet then ſeemed ye nb 
2 [ Wark Arts ee 0 


* 


iefdalc who: 
wanted a captain, they willingly o — ap 
2 ee gentle man anil ſome feu A 


bf day fo'rdrehing gut of che 


jor Carntichaet met me, and told me that M 
my ahſence was going to-read the Declarations bwld 


aud 8 'his higheſt:þavl 


to ſtop him, which he did *thowgh/ with - great! difhels 


ty, being dernen eee 19: Foyt 


* 


aways: 1! ob era 1 It, wm cv 1 T:20w How 


. its Leahy „being broken and wearied With 


continual, tails, Mes; and watchings without the 
refreſhment. Mr. Welch with ftveral others, came 
to me, 28 lightect in the muir, awd, ſet upon me. Hoc N 
proclaiming their Declaration, {Rathillet- being than 
with me, who ſaid he would proteſt againſt it). A ee 
poſed it Hatly, ànd told what E hnd to ſay — we 


viz; hs e the tyrant's: en ani not mention 
2 a | Eb + ng” 
(34. , ny 448. 70 F x 20 nnz 
x appeared 2 ab 4 fa * alorm⸗ was 8 He. 
gem, of pur poſe deviſed io be quix of him, and it (vet. off . 
whom they knew would oppole it. Similar 0 what they d 


4 
4 
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on Sabbath, by (ano her falle alarm, iar were wal a body ot s 


Miu Fa | a Campſie, &c. 
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0 5 Robert Kanto) A 

eee, Fthree or four 
F headed old men, Med po hr Pole tears, that ir 
hut de proclaimed,” and theſe things 
in it Whereupon I, (alas) after a long t 0 
ns, yielded that it ſhould be done, providing the 
Acknowledgment of Sins and Engagement to Duties 
were put in it, thoſe things helped in it, aud chat Mr. 
Thomas Douglas, and Mr. John 3 "ſhould" — 
it, and that it mou wr untill all eſe things 
were helped. , SY is ene bees; 7p te 
Now that which neal moſt tos, was, that 
my broken and coifuled" cafe chst 1 was in, 
1f, I thought that the tyramt's inrereſthad been caſt off, 
in the Acknowledgement 1 161 knew the 
Fraſtian, arid Seftarian”interglt 1 2 thought 
that the letting it be aimed conditions 
foreſaid, would be ng for that e but 
ſor their ruin, which indeed it did, though was contrary 
hers or" and not from any good management 


ir would end off till Mr. 
Cargill's — drokrke: I thought it would? Was ready, which he 
had promiſed to us, and T was waiting with an;! intention | 


to it ſo ſoon as it came to my hand. 

us, my dear friends, I was lamentably ares 
whereupon, without further deliberation, IL went to the 
croſs, and as I ufed when marching with any company 
through towns, with my ſword in my hand, expecting 
to hear it proclaimed as they had engaged, but when 
coming to the place, and being thronged in, with the 
_ crowd, I was made both to ſe: and hear other things, as 
pon all know, which ſtruck me ſo dead, that I knew not 
yell where I was, or what I was doing.. I then ran up 
to Sarah Jeans, a change-houſe in Hamiltoun where Mr. 
Welch, and ſome other of the miniſters came, and ſee- 
ing him and them, I told them that they had dealt trea- 
cherouſly with us, and had murdered the Lord's cauſe, 
and the poor army; at which he was ſo daſhed, that he 
ſpake not one word. 

Whereupon I went out Annecy, and called a 
- counſel of war, to diſannul what was done; and when at 
that buſineſs, the miniſters ſent again to us, to ſee it 
the counſel of war would adhere to their Declaration, to 


which we declared we would not. After we had diſannul- 


led the Declaration, we next concluded that the Cauſes 


of the Lord's 1 ſhould be drawn up, and that bi 
m ton 


* 
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Fa " 4 e 


* e 
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ſes thereof, and. that Mr. Cargill, with the aſfiſtance of 
Henry Hall, Mr. Walter Smith, gc. ſhould be employ-- © 
ed in it, and that in all haſte, they {ould ſend” us the 
ney. Declaration that Mr. Cargill was drawing up, and I 
that both ſhould be ; proclaimed and printed immediately. ” 
This, though concluded, and undertaken, yet l , 
the Lord never honoured us publicly to perform it. In 
the mean time, Mr. Welch, and that party, notwith- 
ſtanding of all this, copies. ſome tiorſe-men th. ſteal to 
Glaſgow; and print i . ” 


i One thing which 995 my Fielding dere ehe to. 
me, was, that when I yielded, that noble tons . 
; and great Hero, ſor Chriſt, Rathillet, ſaid to Mr Welch, | 
"% that he would proteſt againſt any ſuch thing, Which 
5 throu 2 my confuſion. in the time, I little noticed, a 
0 | but after würds it was bitter, O bitter to me. 2 
6 As to the peiition to Monmouth, it was thus, on the | 
'S Saturday, the day before the defeat, I, and other. ofs / a 
p ficers hearing that the Galloway gentlemen wete come 4 
0 up to join with the army, and being informed that they 5 
"= were of Mr; Welch's, and Mr. Hume's judgment, we 
, called 4 counſel of war, where we might determine that 
ö none ſhould be admitted to join with us but ſuch as were 
4 found ſtraight in the cauſe as not ſtated amongſt us a- 
; gainiſt the Declaration of Hamiltoun, and for acknows« 
ledging and diſowning the lands ſins, Sc. When we 
1 were ſet, theſe Galloway gentlemen came in upon us Inh 
Fn their miniſters, undeſired, and uncalled for, whereupon | 
* [, in name of the reſt, gare them a ſhort accquat ho] 
p the cauſe was. ſtated, and how that neither officers nor - 
5 ſoldiers were to — Amitted, without joining with us 
4 therein. 
K. \ Theſe gentlemen. told us poſitively that they would” 
4 not adhere to fuch à cauſe, nor join with us therein; 
1 but preſſed that the officers might be changed, and new 
- WW one brought in, and ſuch a way laid down as all that would 
join with them, might be brought in; and: that all 45 
"Ry gones, ſhould be by gones, or at leaſt laid aſide, until a 
4 General Aſſembly, and a Parliament were got. Where 
” upon I roſt up, and entered my proteftation againſt 
5 them, being backed with ſome others, and declaring, 
1. that I durſt not venture my life, and the life of th 
3 Lord's people with ſuch a company, and in ſuch a eauſe; 
1 an inmediately ads from them, and ſome 
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f of the officers with we; after, Ihad been in hour o t 


from them, being outwearied, and almoſt wholly. ſpent, ; | 


Lſat down in the muir alone, and fell in a deep fleep, 
and lay fo, until two.commiſſionate gentlemen: from Gal. 
loway came and awaked me, begging me, with my 
friends to return, aſſuring us we ſhould have. all ll. 
faction, upon . which I and my friends did rem : They 
faid they had ſomething to propoſe which greatly. con- 


cerned the army. I anſwered that we, were returned 


the fame men that we were, when we leſt them, and 
were here to adhere to our former proteſtation ; then 1 
deſired them to ſay on; They moſt ſubtily waving what 
I had ſpoken, ſaid that it was their deſire, that in this 
Council it might be propoſed whether or not a ſupplica- 
Jonmouth. 2 {8 e 
Thus they dealt deceitfully with us, they having in 


our abſence, without our knowledge, choſen a new 


preſes and a new clexk( viz. Mr. John Dick, and with 
unanimous cenſent, had concluded on à ſupplication, 
cchich their miniſters who were there preſent had before 
made up amongſt them) which being read, they had all 
aſſented thergunto. Upon which, I, though wholly ig- 
norant of what: had been amongſt them, in the name of 
friends, proteſted againſt any ſuch thing * 68,71 
their new clerk in his. precipitant zeal, cried out diſ- 
dainfully, that it was already done. We told him ſince 
it was fo, it was their deed, and not ours: They finding 
themſelves. mired, ſtood not to deny it. Whereupon 
we thewed the unlawfulneſs of their propoſal, hol- 
ding out the ſinfulneſs of it. And they ſinding them- 
ſelves ſtraitned in their arguments, one of them ſaid we 
- Might hear it, ſo their new clerk brought it forth, and 
when read, we found it ſtuffed, from end to end, with 


malignant leyalty, wholly ſubverting the ftate-of our 


cauſe: Whereupon I, again in the name of the reſt, 
entered a proteſtation againſt it, ahd roſe up and left 
them, imagining that we ſhould have no more been 
troubled with them. Yet they again ſent after us, de- 
firing that two gentlemen, and a minſtier of each party 

| ſhould confer a little in the buſineſs. | Rathillet, Mr. 
Cargill and I were to be for our party. And Mr. 
Andrew Morton was their miniſter. Mr. Cargil preft me 


a4 oo 


| tjop might be drawp up, and preſented to the duke of 


"es wh again, I proteſſeßt s gainſt all ſupphcz- 
tions, and after ſometimes — — if they were 


$ . 


his fathers, and Nis own rebellion 
pations in matters 
to lay down his againſt ta i and. his peo- 
ple, I ſhould to that, dit Wo” other thin 

Whereupon Mr. — Motron anfwered;- that 
all they were ſecking. Which" his party, when the 
vere advertiſed of it, raged at him for: But I ti 
him at his word. He aſo propoſed: thar I might give 
it in writ to them; IL anfwered that ſeeing he was in 


2 by us, would do it — mez ſo We part- 
ef, beg 
Cargill chearfully undertook; this being Saturday's 


being affaultedby the enemy at the bridge, and bei 
already engaged, I was running and riding through 4 
army, where F'met'one of the Carrick Captains — 


in perſon with three e of horſe, or enen of 
foot for relief,” ® 2 


4 In the very midſt of all theſe confuſions, came Mr. - 


William Blackader to me with a paper in one hand, 
and pen and ink in the other, and told me he came 


him. Faſkced him in haſte if it was Mr. Cargill's work, 

he ſaid yes. Whereupon I did ſubſcribe it without read- 

ing it, and defired him to give it to two of the officers 
at the bridge to deliver it to Monmouth. 80 that until 


EE A 


ver ſuſpected chat amy other thing had been in it ſave 
what J have told you. 

Thus, dear Brethren, you have the matter of fact 
faithfully related, as in the fight of an all-ſeeing God— 
and I might have much to ſay in my own vindication 1 in 

both cheſe particulars, before the world, as being a time 
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willing to have the duke itfprine afiger jngment of 
of church and fe i defre him 


judgment, that he and'worthy Mr. Carzin who was 
ng- them to be free an@ faithful, which Mr. 
- night. Before the break of day, on Sabbath morning, 


after one of his own men with his drawn ſword to KH 
him. becauſe by inattention he had by a ſhot, ſlightly xf 
hurt him in the breaſt,” and with much difficulty Ahe 
him ſtopt from killing the poor man. And immediate- 
Major Legrmond ſent expreſs to me, in all haſte to "_— 


from Mr. Cargill with this information to Monmouth, 


and who begged me in all haſte to ſend it over to | 


1 was m Holland, and heard it from that party, IT n&- . 


3 matters were far from that cen and diſtinc- 
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pPaeſs that they are now*. And though the Lord had 
been graciouſly pleaſed to employ me for his cauſe and 
intereſt, ſome years before that, yet it was but like in- 
land voyages, in compariſon of that great deep of Both- 
wel. And there being a great difference betwixt the 
theory and practice of any thing; and more eaſy for 2. 
company upon land to ſee more enormities in the con- 
duct of poor mariners at ſea, toſſed betwixt wind and 
wave; than they themſelves can ſee, though they be no 
leis concerned in the ſhip's preſervation. Yea ſhip- 
wreckt mariners look back on their own enormities 
and in the like caſe afterward maꝝ amend them.— And 
though with boldneſs and confidence I dare to take che 
Lord to witneſs, that whatever I was left to do, in my 
miſmanaging theſe two particulars, through confuſion, 
ſimplicity and inadvertency, it was far from my deſign 
or intention to alter my former way of acting ànd con- 
tending, which the Lord had been graciouſly pleaſed to 
honour me in formerly; — ever counting it my greateſt 
happineſs and ſecurity to ſtand to, contend and ſuffer for 
my owning his cauſe, as it was then, and now is more 
5 dlearly ſtated by you, the faithful Remnant of Scotland, 
5 I fay, whatever theſe things might plead for, at the 
bands of ſympathiſing on- lookers; yet ſo far were they 
from helping or caſing me, when for a long time, the 
>  _ _ Lord's chaſtning hand lay heavily upon me, in diſcover- 
BY ing his diſpleaſure againſt me, ſuſpending his loye / 
and the light of his countenance, from me; and outward- 
ly, in a ſtrange land, tryſting me with many ſharp trials, 
ſo that the fympathy of friends, would have made me 
io ſuſpect them, and all ſuch reaſonings of that nature, 
were rather aggravating than eaſing. So that many 
thouſand times, I would have ebveted the greateſt of 
tortures, to have but once had the occaſion of giving an 
open and free teſtimony againſt theſe two particulars, 
and but an afſembly of my old companions, the Lord's 
ople in that land, to have acknowledged my fin, with 
Thame, forrow, and grief unto them. Neither was mm 
; ">; —theie 


For underſtanding of this, it is to be conſidered that al. 

though Mr. Hamilton and many others at that time were again 
explicitly eſpouſing the intereſt, and owning the autheti y of 
Charles II. yet they had not, nor did not exprefty diſown, and 
reject his civil authority until the next year, as is evident in their 
Declaration at Rutherglen, May 29th, wherein they neuber own 
nor diſowa the ſaid authority, compared wich the Deciaraiop 

at Sanquhar, 1680, VVV 
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d "anything at Mat time, that mart endeared you unte 

d me, than when Þ heard of your zeal, and reſentment of 

- os theſe two things; and as then, ſo no leſs now Ithink 

l i my glory to acknowledge n unto you, and throw my- 

e ſelf at your feet, O pleaſant, faithful and fixed wande- 4 
a. rers, priſoners, baniſhed, plundered, wounded and ſtig- | 9 
1" matized remnant 3 to be diſpoſed of, and weht 

d ſatisfaction ye, or the famous Church of Scotland falt | 
10 judge requiſite, according to the degree okmyioffence, =—_ 
voy G what ſhould I not do, for the ſetting forth of Hi 

s glory, whom I diſhonoured and for the ſatisfaction of 

id the generation of the righteous, whom I offendled-. ON 

* 


Who is a Cod like uni him, thas pardoneth iniquiy, und 
paſſeth by the tranſereſſrons of bis pevple, he retaineth af : 
Fn far ever, becauſe 2 in merry: Who + 
has made that word (Pſalm xxx. 5.) ſweet torfome, 7 
actnotuleuged my fin unto ther, ani mine iniguities Have 1 
not hid : Twill canfeſs my trumſgreſſtons unto the Lord, ant 
thou forgaveſt tbs inipuity f my fin, Selub. It is called 
 Maſchil, or a pſalm giving i ion; and O that 'my 4 
fallings or failings, conflicts and ſtorms, might but in the 
leaſt contribute for this unto you; and let me ſay this A 
unto you, O ſy iz ing and faithfully witnefling rem | 
nant in Scotland, in the miſmanagements, failings, or 
fallings of any of you, beware uf feeking to palliate it, 2 
o to be fatigfied if ye win at mens approbation, but feet © 
ve If a2 thorough” fight and ſenſe of it, and to be humbled in 9 


SAS AS 8 F SSA 


d- the preſence of Him who is the only author and creator 
ls, of true peace; and in the preſence of his faints, white 
ne ſympathy of great worth z and beg alone for your 
er lief, to have a ſhare in the blood of Chriſt, that merits 
ny peace. Endeavour to keep up a due ſenſe of all the, 
of wrongs that the enemies of Chriſt have done to him and 
an bis, whether by right or left hand enemies, Beware of 
TS, tampering directly or indirectly with any of them, whe- 
s ther miniſters or others, after the Lord has ſet up ſuch 


th | "beacons before you, and hath made ſo palpable diſcove- 


ere ries of them and their ways, that any tender conſcience 
eſe may diſcern it. Beware of truſting to any ſtock of light 
or experience you have had or may have, for it may ſoon 
1 be exhauſted, and without the Lord's new breathing u- 
of pon it, may rather prove a ſnare than any other thing. 
od Suffer nat yourſelves to be hurried or precipitate in going 
cir about the Lord's matters; but when you find yourſelves 


ſo, foot 8 ftand until you ok about you. Look unto. 
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the Lord ſor counſel, frame and affiſtance, anti cht 
ye: find: yourſelves. in caſe to lay. yourſelves and! your 


affairs deliberately upon bim: For, as all the honour 


upon his , Is our em , con- 
— — of him z ſo nothing, 

nothing can offend him more than when he is ſlighted 
Herein, and that eſpecially in his own matters. Be- 
ware of debating of truths, merely as truths; but as 
the ee Chriſt, and the field in which the pearl 


Sie 


Though I might infiſt on/this, yet knowing to whom 
E write, I ſhall deſiſt; only what I have written, I have 


dome it as in the fight of God, for his glory, your vin- 
fication, and the information of tender conſeiences a- 


mougft you, who might be firangers to theſe things 


which my font defires to be tender el and to lay it upon 


vou to be tender of them; and with no reſpect or de- 
gn to anſwer the foul, lying, proud, malicious libels 
ofthe plotters and their eonfederates, John Haddow and 
the reſt of them; who thinking they can fall on no better 
way to palliate their own knavery, mother convictions, 
Er. than under the pretext of zeal, tenderneſs and 
firaightneſs in the cauſe, to ſee if they can give the 


cC.auſe a new thurſt, divide and reproachthe poor remnant, | 


And as for that poor man John Haddow, if he were 
as well known to friends at home as to me, I would not 
be afrajd he ſhould be any fnare 3 and that you may 


have a little hint of him, I pray you look on him before 
Bothwel, and you will find him embodied with Mr. 
Hog younger, and another whom I forbear to 


name, becauſe dead; they pretended great zeal againſt 
the Indulgence, but alas l that was all, their practice 
etherwife being but very groſs, which ] ſhall but hint at 


In ſhort. When great Cameron and theſe with him, 


were faking many a cold blaſt and ftorm in the fields, 
and among the cott-houſes in Scotland, theſe three had 
for the moſt part their reſidence in Gtafgow, where they 
found good quarters and a full table, (which I doubt not 
but ſome beſtowed upon them from real affection to the 
Lord's canfe) and when theſe three were together, their 
greateſt work was, who ſhould make the fineſt and tharp- 


eſt roundels, and break the quickeſt jeſts upon one ano- 


ther, and to tell what valiant acts they were to do, and 


who could laugh loudeft and moſt heartily among them- 


_ when at Any time they came out to the country, 
whatever 
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of them to have a great flaſi of B 


tion in which"they were before, and went to the front of e. 


ſuch a poſition, the enemies firing their cannon mean time) 
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whatever. otliey thing they had, they were careful cach 


randy with them 3 


which Was very heavy to ſome; particularly to Mr. Cz- 


meron, Mr. Cargill, and Henry Hall : 1 fhall name 

no.morel- 4 tif 7 il E929 ALO SD 1. OP 
Look to him at Bothwel; fo far from ever being rec- 

koned as ohe of the honeſt party there, that he made 


0 ” 


there again a party of his own, viz. after our firſt u- 
ſet. at Glaſgow, when we called a counſel of war, and 


” 
- 
« 


examining what might be the cauſe that we were beat 


off there, it was condeſcended on, that one of the caui- 
Greenrigg amongſt us, who was a trooper at Penfland, . 
under the command of Dalziel againſt the Lord's people, 


without giving evidences of his repentance. Whereupen 
we 9 the council of war, but he after ſome 
high words, at laſt deſired tobe excuſed from giving his 
mind in it before the miniſters came up, Whereupon 
he parted from us and went away to Mr. Barclay, ans 
made his complaint to him, who received him heartilyg ,_ 
as his General, and abuſed us highly for dealing ſo harſn- 
ly (as he ſaid) with him. 80 we ſtanding to our point, 
Greenrigg, John Haddow, and Mr. Barclay made a par- 
ty of their own, and declared they would be ſubject to 


none *, and he and they reilled through che country all 


that while,” and came to and went from the army as they 
b 


"IS. #4 a | * — ) 124608 $54 PF gs - 
* Mr. Hackſtoun of Rathillet in a long letter upon thatfub. 
ject yet extant, ſhews that this Greenrigg and ſome of his ac- 
complices were more inſtrumental in the ruin of the Preſbyteriaa 


| army, than they could have been if they had been avowe 


wyrb Monm*uth ; and that when he and the reſt of ec 
nies came up from the bridge he found the army drawn up de- 


ry well and in good r and with good courage begun their 


motion to go to tack theſe of the enemies who were come paſt 
the bridge; (which eppears to have bren nn bad conduct, if they 
had done it timeouſly deore the whole forces could be in a con- 


dition 0 fight) but immed.ately a cry aroſe through the army, b 


that their officers were gone (viz. theſe gentlemen brought in 
by Mefſ s Welch, Home, &c.) which put a ftop to their march, 
Preſently Greearigg, &c. with two troops of horſe, left their” 


leſt hand bady of che foot ;—-and on a ſudden, (while Mr. 
Hamilton Was reprayving him and ſhewing him the danger: F % 


whole two troops of horſe, being about 140 in number, at their 


full e in'a tank, wherled toward the body of the 


foct, © 
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Behold him after wel, and you will find him in 


oppoſed the confe 
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England amongſt the plotters and ſectaries a ſectari- 


an. One of his friends coming to Holland, brought with 
dim a letter of recommendation from John as a perſon 


af great worth, who ſhortly after was detected in adul- 


Lock to John again at Utrecht, how he dippears again 
under the maſk of ſtraightneſs? c. Look tò him again 
at Argyle's counſel table, hearing and applauding their 


Declaration, De. 2 g 


Behold him now; and ye will Gad him belching out 
his ſtomach againſt your poor perſecuted brethren, and 
ſtirring his tail to break the pleaſant remnant, and then 


he and his aſſociates have gained their point; Where I 
leave him f. f | 


Truly all this is extorted out of me, from tny ſoul's 
He to you and the precious cauſe of Chriſt, which 1 
feared might be wronged through his ſubtilty, And 
what I write in this, as I have deſired to eye the Lord in 


. every ſentence of it; ſo he knoweth that it is not from 


paſſion or prejudice, neither am I writing at random, 
ing either eye witneſs to it myſelf, or well informed; 
yea I doubt not but there will be ſome amongſt you who 


will know all or moſt of it. As I ſaid formerly, had it 


not been for your vindication and truth's alſo, I had 
rather deſired to have lien under the reproaches, than 
to have deigned myſelf to have anſwered ſuch ſtuff; for 


I think it is long fince. I got both my own cauſe and 
of enemies fo rolled over on the Lord, that ever ſince, I 


have been ſo far from vindicating of myſelf, or being 
| . 5 7 con- 
foot, (Randing there intire) and rode through them, treading 
them down, and forcing the reſt to flee; Who, together with 


the horſemen, brake ana diſordered all the troops drawn up be- 


hind {or a reſerve.— And he adds, Whether this was done de- 
fignedly or not, 1 leave to others to judge, and betwixt God 
and them.— Thus the whole left hand was broken, not by the 
enemy, but by theſe who profeſſed to be ſtiends, which ine vi- 
tably occaſtoned the ruin of the whole army.— I thick, ay who 
were witneſſes wight fee the hand of God in making thete who 
g the fins of the land, to be chiefly- inſtru - 
mental in the ruin of the whole army, &c. [This Letter w:$ 
written in anſwer to a falle information given by one of chief 
note, and ſent io Mr. Robert M. Ward in Holland.] 
This John Haddow was formerly a merchant in Dong'a's, 
He pat little entertainment amongſt the ſocietit while Mr. Ren- 


wick lived; but after his death, e by fair ptetenegs came into 
fſavour with many, +od was a Captain in Angus's mend. 
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| way 1 with me). 


and employing the Lord to vindicate his on 
cauſe 
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concerned with them, that their belchings are no trou- 


ble to me; aud what wonder? ſeeing the Lord is ſo pal- 
Pably taking his own cauſe, people and intereſt in his 
own hand, and vindicating all better than all the feribs 
blings, vindications and defences of the whole world 
could have done it, (at the writing of this I deſired again 
to lay myſelf before him, and agam to proteſt before 
him, that this'one attempt, which he knows was un: 
dertaken by me merely for his glory, the vindication of 
his cauſe and remnant, wight ot make . eee 1 


O deear brethren, the work of the Jay is to be * 
with guilt, to be cleanſing our ways, to be clearing out 
accounts, to be laying our hands upon our mouth, -ly- 
ing, and living in the duſt, valiantly keeping our ground; 
glory, 
and. followers, -arid to Wait on him who waits to 
be gracious ; not ſeeking, but trembling to be delivered; 
until truth be delivered; not fearing enemies, but en 
deavouring to get wem put in his hand: Their day 1 
coming, and ſore will it be. Thus I have given ingen 
nuouſſy a true relation of that: Tos ae n HS 
to Bothwel. | t FAY 3 © 
As for that er they briggiog inſt me, of Ki 
ling that poor man (as they call Mia at Drumclog; 1 


ma eaſily gueſs that my accuſers tan be other but ſome 
of the houſe of Saul or Shemei, or ſome ſuch 'riſen ' as 


gain to eſpouſe that poor 5 entleman's (Sau) his quar- 
rel againſt honeſt Samuel, for his offering to kill that 


Poor man Agag, after the king's giving him quarters. 


But, I being called to command that day, gave gut the 
word, that no quarter ſhould be given ; and returni 
from porſuing Chaverhouſe; one or two of theſe fellows 
were ſtanding in the midſt of a company of our friends, 
and fome were debatiny for quarters, others againſt iv. 
None could tlame me to decide” the controverſy, and I 
bleis the Lord for ip to this day. There were five more, 
that without my knowledge got quarters, who were 
brought to me after we were à mile from the place, as 
having got quarters, — which 1 reckoned among the firſt 
ſteppings aſſde ; and ſeeing that ſpirit amongſt us at that. - 
time, I then told it to ſome that were with me (ton 
beſt remembrenge it was honeſt old John Niſber, Rat 
1 the Long would not honour us to do much for 
T ſhall _ tay this, —I "OO to o bleſs his holy 
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name, that fince ever he helped me to fet my face to his 
work, I never had, nor would take a favour from ene- 
II on right or left hand, and deſired to give 
as IOW. 35 i | | 3 
Ass for the conſiderable ſums of money they alledge I 
received for the uſe of the ſuffering remnant in Scotland, 
not yet come to your hands.—As I cannot but pity that 
poor company's impudence and malice; ſo I cannot but 
admire the wonderful goodnefs of God in leading ſuch: 
a poor witleſs thing as me, in fuch a way as my inno- 
eency may be ſo eaſily vindicated, tender eonſciences ſo 
fully ſatisfied, and the reproaches of enemies fo palpa- 

* bly diſcovered. : COR IE ITS” 
After I was difowned and deſerted by all my country- 
men in Holland, and all puſhing at me as a peſt in the 
py and a troubler of their peace, foreſeeing what was 
ewing. amongſt them, F was made to look about me, 
and to lay to heart, that in all theſe the Lord might be 
calling me to another place. So after fome deliberation, 
I reſolved to go to Hungary, to Talkie then in arms for 
the Proteſtant Intereſt ; and though E found no liberty to 
join with them, yet my love to that intereſt was great. 
So I went to Utrecht, and amongſt others to that great 
Profeſſor Withus, for a recommendation, who diſuaded 
me much from it upon ſeveral conſiderations. After- 
wards going to the Hague, through the advice of ſeve- 
ral perſons of quality, I converſed with the ambaſſadors 
of the Duke of Brandenburgh, Sweden, Oc. But when 
I told how our cauſe was ſtated, and what was the diſci- 
pline of. our army in Scotland, and that if -I went with 
them I behoved to have the ſame liberty over ſuch as 1 
might command, ſo that the laws of God might not be 
broken unpuniſhed,. H. But they told me if I ſerved 
their maſters, I would be neceffitateÞto leave my conſci- 
ence behind me and take the cauſe as I found it; which 
if I would do they promiſed me great encouragement, 
Sc — pon which ſeveral perſons of honour, and 
ſome of them I believe truly godly,. diſſuaded me like- 
wiſe from meddling with them. So after ſome toſſing 
in my own mind, I retired,. and defired to lay my caſe 
before the Lord, who I found did much countenance 
me in the time; and when coming out of the chamber, 
Friezland was caſt in my mind, which I noticed little at 
Arſt, till again and again it was borne in upon me; yet 
having no knowledge of the place, nor of any one in it, 


: 11 60 4h Verde, Dec. ath, 1683 2 20 3 
I could not underſtand what it mig t be. 80 I came in- 


to the houſe, and taking the occaſion with ſome friends 
then prefent, to- give them a more full information of 


ſtill working in my breaſt, till I was forced to tell them 
of it, which with ſome amazement, looking upon one 
another, they all cried out, that was the place I behov- 
td to go to, and they hope d it Was of the Lord: 80 - 
ther friends of quality co in, they all aꝑplauded 
the motion, and” they | coming to vrite letters of re- 
— nr ay which they did. 

So returning to Utrecht, I gave an account of what 
had paſſed at the Hague to Profeffor Withus, which he 


. i Cl} 


1 approved of, and told me that Friezlan was the place. 
— Thus ſeeing ſo much of the Lord's hand in it, I em- 
braced the oecaſion, and he immediately wrote a letter to 
the Prince of Nlitaland in my favour, and gave me ano- 
3 ther to Mr, Brackel,—So I came to Amſterdam to Mr. 
* Kooleman, who told me he had received the letters from 
4 the Hague ; and when I defired him to read the direftls _ 
3 ons of them, he told me they were all, ſaye one, to 
4 Cecceians *, which although he made no {cruple- of, yet 
* after parting with him, and taking ſhip for Friezland, 
5 there aroſe a ſtorm in my ſpirit, chat T ſhould be carry- 
4 ing letters to fuch as were diſaffected to the cauſe, of God, 
* And after ſome toflings of this nature, I was made to 
24 take the Lord to witneſs, that as formerly he had made 
1 me ever averſe from taking faycurs from any that were 
h not of his way, and to bleſs his Majeſty, that to this day 
"= I was fo far dm rucing it, that I desired ſtill to be led 
Jo in the fame way, and that it was not myſelf, eaſe or 
4 livelihood in the world that I was ſeeking, but his glory 
& and the- good of his cauſe ſo 1 deſired that he might 
"F All keep me as a witneſs for him in all places he took 
-N me unto, and particularly to this place 1 was going to, 
1 whatever hardſhips, ſtraits or difficulties I might be kt 
bY poſed unto. Sol made a new ſurrender of myſelf unto 
1 him with my deſolate caſe and all the ingredients of my 
4 cup, as forſaken of friends, acquaintances and country- 
ile 
Try men, weakneſs of body through long and heavy licknels, | 
= and e with my preſent ſtraits, I not hari ing 
She 2 & Fw | to 
1 9 This is'a has fo called, eee wers of one Cos 
114 ceius, h denyed the moral obligation of the. fourth command 


vpon Chriſhbans under the new Feſtament. 
[This . 5 10 o have been iu be year 2631 | 
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Scotland's cauſe and wreſtlings, yet 1 found Friezland 
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to ei zut days er, Ec. Yet notwiche | 
* 225 theſe, 1 1 Te to bleſs his great name, 
| 8 me up and carrying me throu 0 honoura= 
bly, And that I was willing to ſerve him in = meageſt 
employment, to beg, A ” die for him; and my defire 
was only that 1 mig . for Him and not for another, 
rnd to be kept Hank offending him, from fin, and from 
ſnares. . 4 muſt ſay to his pralle, had a ſweet time of it, 
. So coming to land in Yanderwayn's principality, wha 
was Prince 61 Friezland; who was 2, great Cocceian, L 
, paſt by Franicker, (to whom the moſt of my letters re- 
commendatory 3 and went directly to Leewarden to 
Mr. Brackel, Who I heard was an oppoſer of the Coccei- 
ans; who, when I came to his houſe was not at home, 
but I with the little Dutch I then had, ſhewed her that 
1 had letters to her huſband, and left her, (and as he 
told me afterward, when he came hame, his wife infor- 
med him of the above-ſaid matter, and he prin: to his 
cloſet alone, it was ſtrongly borne in upon that he 
ſhould receive me into his houſe, and that I was one 
the Lord had ſent to the place, and that he ſhould - be 
Eind to me. So he returning from his cloſet, deſired 
his wife to retain me ſtill if I came again when he was 
abſent, When I returned again, I found him within, 
and I met with unſpeakable kindneſs from him, preſſing 
me to lodge with them, which I did for the (once of fix 
weeks, After ſome conference alone, concerning the 
caufe and caſe of the church of Scotland; he alſo gave 
an account of the caſe of their church, and of the great 
differences betwixt J anderwayn and him; and the reſt of 
the Cocce:ans. Sol was made, not only to bleſs the Lord 
for directing me firſt to Mr. Brackel, but alſo to ſee 
myſelf engaged in conſcience to witneſs againſt Fonder- 
zwayn and that „as occaſion ſhould offer, coſt me 
what it would, So told Mr. Brackel of my deſign, and 
of my having letters to Vandermwayn : He approved of it, 
but withal told me, that it would not * cut me off 
from all expectations which friends had of prefer- 
ment in this court in Friezland; but might ao 
| bute to render my abode in this place dangerous. * 
told him it was neither livelihood, life, ſecurity nor 
' ferment that I ſo much looked after, providing 1 might 
hat be honoured through grace to be a witnefs'in my 
generation for Chriſt and his cauſe, The next day I 
went to francker, not only chat I n Famer" myſelf 
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me early in the morning, taking me to, a room. 


land, w ich affe&ed them much. At laſt they pro- 


I confe 
c˖auſe they would have 25 clad in the moſt faſhionable 
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at my friends hands at the Hague, but alſo. exoner myr | 
own, conſcience. So coming to Yanderwayn, he ſent or 


he told me of his greatneſs and moyen, and bow be 
could advance me to, great preferment, (which was truch - 
but withal he ſaid, that Mr. Kooleman was dealing very 
imprudently in oppaling. him in a great. reformation 1 | 


which I looked upon as a fair door to diſcover 1 0 wh 
I aid, 1 locked upon Mr. Kooleman as a 2055 W- 


neſs 2 Chriſt, againſt the errors and defections that 


were like to overwhela the church of the Netherland, - 
which I found made him inſtantly weary of me; yet he 


promiſed to be my friend, Whereupon T left him, with- 
out ſeeking his favours. 


The weck following, Mr. Brackel tryſted to hies houſe 


| ſeveral friends of the beſt note, and beſt affected i in the 


place, to come and ſee me, to whom 1 gave an account 
in Latin (Mr. Brackel mean time turning it into Dutch 
to them) of the cauſe and caſe of the church of Scot- | 


poſed ; a way how I thould be maintained amongſt them, 
hs to give 1 cloaths and all things neceſſary, {of which 
I was very bare) and that for the honour of the 


mode, = a fervant or two to attend me. I told them, 
their zeal for the Lord's cauſe, and ſympathy with me 
ew v 1 but I could not aſſent to their 
8 7 for as I was a witneſs and a ſufferer {though 
nworthy) for Chriſt ; and us I had ever, ſo yet £ 
cc it my greateſt honour and glory, and moſt ad- 
vantageous for his cauſe, ta be like the. condition my 
r mother church and her children were.m, who were 
ſo far from having ſuperfluities, that they were redacted 
to the greateſt ſtraits, ; ſo I gat them with difficulty diſ- 
ſuaded from it, and wholly to lay aſide any ſervants for 
me, and only to take off ſuch cloaths whole gravity and 
ſobriety might ſpeak. forth my coming from a perſecuted 
church : But I told them, that what they had been de- 
termining for me of that nature, ey might have occa- 
ſion to employ it much better an my poor perſecuted 
brethren z and alſo, that it had ever been my defire ta 
de a witneſs and contender for the Lord againſt all the 
ſins of the place where Iwas, whether at home or abroad, 
which if the Lord helped me to do, (as it was my great 
defire hemight) they would have enough to do to main- 
tain 
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It would neceſſitatèe me t 
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206 . Mr. Robert Hamiltons Letter |. © 
fain me ſparingly, (which they then thought impoſſible, 
yet ſince they have often found it true) for as I heard 
there were many Cocceians in the land, and alſo multi- 
tades of ſectaries, againſt whom I deſired through the 
e Krace to teſtify, in my ſtation and capacity upon 
all occaſions, and defired them to take nothing from a- 
ny of them for my fuppl » otherwiſe, if I knew of it, 

rould neceff | 8 caſt myſelf again upon God's 
Bean and to wander through the reſt of the world, 
before any out of God's way ſhould haye it to ſay, that 


- they did ine, or the perſecuted people and cauſe of God 


a four. F _— 

 Panderwayn coming afterward to Leewarden, enquir- 
ed for me,—and. ſaid to Mr. Brackel, though he could 
not as yet advance me fo creditahly as he intended, yet 
he would liberally contribute for my honourable ſtaying 
among them. Whereupon Mr, Brackel, as I had defir- 
ed, told him my unfreeneſs to take any thing from Coc. 


— * 


ceians, looking upon it as the only teſtimony chat I could 


1 


Tor the preſent give 45 them. Which ye may think, 


he took not yery we J and after that he nor none of 


that party ever owned me, As for the other ſectaries Þ 


zs related above. 


never had the temptation from chem, they hearing what 
After I was ſettled in Mr. Brackel's houfe, Ilaid out 
moyſelf to the utmoſt of my power to inform them of the 
caſe of my poor mother church; and finding what ac- 
ceptance it had amongſt them, I ſent home letters to you 
my deareſt brethren, of all that the Lord had done for 
me, that fo I might have your advice how to move moſt 
advantageouſly 25 your behoots, though, as ye know, 


T had formerly but very ſmall encouragement from chat 


land. 80 all the fix weeks I lodged with Mr. Brackel, 
I received not one ſtiver from him nor any other, all the 
money that was collected being brought in to Mr. Brac- 
kel, who bought cloths and other neceſfaries with it, as 
he did ever after, ſo long as he ſtaid in this place; And 
when I went to Holland upon ſome buſineſs once, he 
gaye me only fo much money as he thought would bear 
my charges; of which I faved as much as I could out of 
y own belly, to give it to a ſuffering family then at 


© Utrecht, (X s) who were little my friends then. 


1 * 


My friends in Leewarden providing for me a private 
chamber, I ſtaid there three months; and Mr. Brackel 

by my friends appointment, paid the charges out of the 
8 e | collected 
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caſt myſelf into ſickneſs, 5c. 


My werthy brother Earlſtoun's family coming over to | 


Rotterdam, I was ſent by friends with ſo much money 
as to bear their charges to Leewarden. When we came 
there, an houſe was provided for us; all the money for 
our maintainance was given in to Mr. Brackel, who gave 
it monthly, or quarterly to my dear ſiſter Earlſtoun, as 
he judge. I might ſoberly maintain us as ſufferers indeed: 
and though, blefled be the Lord, there was enough of 
it, yet we had nothing to ſpare; as for me I meddled 
nothing with their money, neither got I any either from 
Mr. Brackel or any other. Thus we lived until my bro- 
t her Earlſtoun went to Scotland. 2 


Shortly after, worthy Mr. Renwick's ordination fal- 


ling in, and Mr. Brackel giving me a letter of recom- 
mendation to Groningen, and Embden, fo I left Leewar- 
den, and the poor family amongſt ſtrangers. Mr. Brac- 

kel giving me as much money as he thought would car- 
ry me to Embden, yet upon the account of my differing 


with him in the way of the ordination of Mr. Nenwick, 
(as I wrote to you formerly) his allowance was ſo little 


at this time, that-a friend in Leewarden ſent after me 2 
little more to help me; this was all the money I got 
from any ſoul in Frieſland, except as I have told you 


from Mr. Brackel, coming to Groningen, and making 


ready for worthy Mr. Renwick's ordination. 3 

In my way to Embden, having the occaſion to ſpeak 
with two miniſters, (though ſtrangers to me, yet laying 
out the caſe of our church to them) when I was gone 
they made a collection, and ſent it to the miniſter Phi- 
lingiut, in Groningen, and he ſent it to Mr. Brackel. 

When I came to Embden I laid out the church of 
Scotland's reformation, caufe, and ſufferings, unto them, 


all which they moſt affectionately accepted, offering to 
lay out themſelves for your relief they deſired that I, 
in company with one of the miniſters would go to the 


country to their friends and lay out our cafe to them, 
that ſo every one of them might deliver the money ſe- 
verally to myſelf. Which overture I refuſed, telling 


them that if the cauſe itſelf moved them not, my pre- 


fence would never do it. But I propoſed that the mi- 
niſters might lay it out before the people, and then 


that ever yone, as the Lord ſhould move them, ſhould bring 
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|  Kinto Mr. Allerdain,theeldeſt miniſter, and that he ſhould | 


ſend it ſcaled to Mr. Brackel, or to me at Groningen; to 

hic they condeſtended. At the ſame time alſo Mr. Alere 
dzit wrote to his acquaintances in Rotterdam, to make 
2 collection for you, and to ſend it to me, which they 
dd, 'colleing three hundred Gilders, and not having 
2 direction to ſend it to mie, they went to one of the 
Seots miniſters in the town, to get a direction, who de- 
fired that they might give it to him, and he ſhbuld dit- 
of 3 ſutferers: as for me, they ſaid,” and that 
arty I was agenting for we were but a pack of murder. 
Ss, and erroneous perſons, c. 80 this is another of 
the good turns, ye had by the plotters; alfo, the ſaid 
Mr Allderdain wrote to a miniſter of his acquaintance 
at Bremia, who ſent eighty Ducatoons to Mr. Brackel 
for you, which indeed I never ſaw, nor knew of it, un- 
tit Mr. Brackel was gone to Rotterdam neither did it e- 
ver come ta your hand. This was alffhe money that e- 
ver was ſent to ye or me from any foreign church, or 
pPerſon in the world, fave Embden and Friefland. © 
Fo returning to Groningen ſthe time of Mr. Ren- 
fcE's ordination drawing near) after ſome days there, 


WIC 
the money came from Embden as they had promiſed by 
the poſt, ſealed : whereupon I took Mr. Montandam, 
who had the overſight of our ſtudents, and cauſed him 
to tell it, and I brought the money again ſealed to Mr. 
Brackel, who told me that ſeverals in Friefland had col- 
cted, and that all the money was to be brought in to 
bim and after all was got, it was told and ſealed, and 

delivered over to Mr. Renwick and our friend George 
Hl. Thus parting with Mr. Renwick, I thought to 
have reſted my wearied toſſed body with my dear ſiſters, 
and the family at Leewarden, but in a little time the 
neus of my dear brother Earlſtoun's being taken came to 
miy ears; which neceſſitated my ſiſter Earlſtoun and me 
dio part for want of money, being loatl to put friends to 
unneceſſary charges, and my other filter Jean took the 
charge of the family t, Se. 9 5 8 
ö -* After 


I Here he gives a relation of the way they loſt the friendſhip 

of Mr. Brackel; which in ſhlort was thus. A coogregation in 
Rotterdam being vacant, the m nifters and people 8ccording. to 
cCuſtom, nominated three godly miniſters, out ot which one was 
do be choſen, but the magiſtrates caſt all the three, and inſtu- 
enced by the Prince of Orange, they without the conſent of molt 


part of migiſtzrs and people, gave à Call to Mr, Brackel, 3 


> Wine for Kim in a land; but alſo in tis, chat 


brethren at home have j and we art not obliged" 
any, hut fuch ag cöunt Ather honçur both to fuffer An 
ſympatklize wirn . Canfe's" 4 Tun. deen : 


JF Oy fs Th PrP Ry 0 / ROS LR Tt 


but to have the honötf 0 u 


the Cafes of the Lord's Wrath, 
tion ur one hoc ber I's it er Pate dm. 


diſwade hi rs Re es 7 0 
writ; the IS Ho, Path 
a Cell x "6 yy wen 


dieties, Ge. and giving to them aud their ies = Ralls Piat 


and the ſupport of Earlioun's Tony 1 fin, mid 9 Me: 
requzee to 


Sw arid ry N 400 5 5 2 


A — va bete to Rotttiliy ſho ear 
ig reit x Friends to! you, che Poor family A 
me (notwithſtanding of all the efforts 6 n ah ee 
to nh br tit in Whit chey collected for ehe f- 

mily to H worthy" tewornan's Maud (as beforeto | 
Nr. Brackets) * 5 Aer . | 
fimily, and ſhe gives it tu An 4 
they be bi but few gon wifling to nter totheir © 
oven ſtraitening for want. us: But blefſed Be the 
Lord, o deals well Wich us, Bot only helping us tb de 


— 


we Rade no more friends thap His cauſe And ont dear 
© 


evidence of which, when I 
»gainſt the Storch” Cbngregatio 


520 fo much mon . to wa it, Jet Pre- 


ſolved it Mould be dor e Lord UI eM 
me ſome little” part bf ae i iter Fenk. A 
but one of our friends ge ng os ofir, be 
ſo wack Hand ny _ 
— 28 to pay the Printer, Which was tentor Felde 
Gilders ; and ABervefd d L grte that perſon two vr 
three ><þ ies of it, they” ately © A | 
Dutch, 250 cauſed bind the Riftöty of: 3 ee 
roteſtd- Y 


r 


nel e 


dee mille of Lecwat le l 6 chit th. ves wake 
Mr/ Brael&l. ' Bur the Printe uf ang oc ail — 8 * 
my. atzlaft they vielded j mea Ames. 3 , gn | En 
inſtigated 8 Ha ich to Ce 117 


cs ſed him agent Wee (7 na, 
for which:cauſe, be ſet himſelf aſterwãrda c 7 1 h 
a'd the Spci:tieꝭ in Scotland io the ut ermo 

aſſocia ating With the Plotters, (viz, Monmo 55 ae . 
warmly received, and entertained all their'repro 


in his hand, for the behoof of the e e jo fen 


had been collected in Brema, and F rie ſland. which was depo 25 


mil Sed de fam iy wen 

wh tontinoed cheir em Friends, 2 
"oppoſe many media ſuch * vherein Meir cls 22728 in- 
tereſt 13 concerned. | 


* 
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5 neee | 
had for printing either teſtimonies, or an I: | 
from 22 any living yea 11 fo ar fl th 


-> for it, ſuppoſe I had money 


to Leewarden by the poſt, and with it, ke | 
ten Gilders unſealed, which alſo, together with the ſum 
- - * that was ſealed, and the ty kandred and fifty Gilders 
5 from fix friends in » ſent all home to you 


death came, which made the enemies pack , * I, 
— enn — was * . 


Mould ha 
N the teſtimonies, ; that 1 
think * — EY never ſpoke to any in the 


world of printing them, finding m en fue 
i your account, 


And when I went laſt to pag WO 


and having but a ſparing allowance, I went woſt of the 
way on foot, about forty or fifty miles, carrying bread 


and cheeſe with me for my fu port, left I ſhould ſpend 


any of the money collected for Scotch. ene and 


when Mr. Alerdain ſent the laſt collection fealed for me, 
ſent to me 


with our friend Nobert this I mention only to 


let you ſee what care the Lord hath had of poor me in 


that affair, he knowing wel that I was to be reproach- 
ed on this account. ol PRE 
In the mean time while I wis waiting n 


for the money from Zmbden, Wc. the old T Cha- 


wrote to the ſtates of Holland, that they. . Might 


_ me, and ſome. others over to him, which greatly 


troubled the land; yet amongſt all my relations, and 


e 


country men in Holland, there was not one wrote to me 


- of my hazard, though it was public a long time, before 


1 —— of it. Yet the Lord movet a great perſon in Lee- 


warden to ſend me notice privately of my hazard, deſir- 


me to retire out of the provinces, whe I re- 


= ek to keep myſelf privately in my own houſe, till I 
er e forefaid, gathered. But immediate- 
_IvI was again advertifed by ae perſon of quality i in 


© pling, WC ther eve” ſeveral Engliſh men in the 


down, anch in- he provinces, waiting to catch me, which 


alarme@ our friends, not knowing where to ad- 
viſe. me to' go, yet there was one perſon adventured to 
Barbdur me, in whofe kouſe I abode fix weeks, in the 


cold winter, without fire, and often, without light for 
fecrecy, the ont half of the family not knowing I was 


there. Thus T abode until the news of the Tyrants 
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er . Wos ver mee of the Lord, I have 155 ou” 
k, as in Kis'preſeri 4 — account 'of all the m Ry 
e that ever Free own, or your 4 4 
1 count fince I came to Frief Sify Ae er bg to | 
he the Lord, and to Med ther ever Ita eee : 
lit ſerve the meaneſt of you, in fo 8 a cauſe; ſo 
25 ai the reproaches that Saran ind bis inſtruments can 


. caſt upon me, (thought alas, it is you, and the cazufe of 
N Chriſt, through me YT thruſt at) Thope ſhall not make 
ad me repent, or hinder me for the future to ſerve you in 
nd the Lord's caufe to the utmoſt of my capacity. 1 defire © 
nd to bleſs and praiſe bim for the way he has led worthleſs * 
ne, witleſs me in hitherto,” and although now in a very poor _ 


me WW and deſolate cafe, yet'T would not exchan my jot for 
um | tho deft of my enemies; but 1 lock on perfecutlons and 
lers reproaches, my clouted ſhoes, and clouted coat, mean 
u diet, and bare e, which 1 bear for Chriſt's cauſe, as As . 
to more honourab all the rich buff, embroidered 
e in gold; and ſilver tees coats, with the yaſt ſums of mo- 
ch- ney, procured by Monmouth 


s and Arpyle's men from 
9 ſectaries, papiſts, malignants, and the 5 ulged, and o- 
den ther enemies of the Lord's cauſe, at home, 5-4 abroad : © 
ha. with which (linge their defear) due limbs. of Antichriſt | 
igbt are now making themſelves merry: ereas, the lit- 
tle portion that the Lord honoured me to have 3 hand”. 
and in collecting for you, every fixpence whereof (praiſe to 
me his name) did bear a teſtimony for Chriſt upon it, ana 
fore was made uſeful for his Poor, little, naked, contemined, | 
Lee- and perfeeuted flock; ; and, as 1 have told you, our an 3 
elir- my deſire to have the ſympath y of the 8 u e 
| re- ed amongſt you, and to have” them Inclu in your 
till prayers, that I would neyer take a ſixpente of it, for my 
late owh expences, yea though it might have been "count 


in no wrong done 2 either you, dr them, if I had ſent dear 
the brothey Eariftoun,' now 106 long a ner for Chriſt, and 
hich Þ my dear ſiſter, his bed-feJlow, ſomewhat of it, without 1 
ad- your allowance; yet to this day I was never able to ſend 
4 to them a doit of my own; ſo I did never take the liberty 
| the toſend to'them a turner, nor the worth of it of yours, 
t for but left that to yourſelves. 4 

| Was My deareſt brethren, and fellow-ſufferers for Chriſt, . 
ants , though I be loth to make a blowing-horn of my ſtraits, 
nd I, ] ies rejoice thereat, and blefſed be the name of 3 
6 the Tord, I am far from repining, but rather repoicing ; 


in my lot, yet to uſe a little freedom with you; the thing 
D d 2 that 


= «et Ada. Afi ts. 8 ds. 
© 
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1 In. 

 withus, 5 that. they had with great difficulty get ſome 

© Gaths for us, but were not ahle to make them; ſe that, 
Robert. came ſeaſonahly to us, and is mending and ge. 


ar our m e fr. | 5 
noting Sr have, oft told us what Giraigs. they,ware-in, 


ing te us, ever ſince he cage, -Within'thele two. days. 
my ſiſter Was with our friends wha told her the birter+ - 


neſs of, all againſt. you and us, and. al{q; the cauſe of 


iſh; and that the, plotters Dee. 1 came: overi to 
Sale are ſprgading the report, that the ſufferings af 
Scotland now are — and that ye — in fulneſs of all 
taings, and that I get great ſums of money from von, 


ad that thereby qur family wanted for, nothing which. 


our dear friends ſaid was ſo well believed. in their lands, 
that they kvew not what would become of us, and that 


It as very grieving to them, to ſee and hear it. 


O loving brethręn this is not to diſcaurage you, pot = 
that I and the poor family arg. regreting our lot; ho, I 
rael'8 portion is yet to the fore, a large and broad, inhe- 
ritance; But rather deſire to glory therein, and. to, lay 
it on you to praiſe him far it, t = thereby you, and we 
may be brought thereby to depend u i jak him the. mere 


cloſely, and may be kept humble under our hongurahle 


difficulties; this poor family having as many to -US AS » 
ye, have, and both as many to own. us. as are owning the 


| Noble cauſe of our bleſſed Lord. Jeſus; O love the Lord 
all ye his faints, for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, 


and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer, Be of good 
courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen ur hearts, FE that 


| oy in the Lord. 


ear Brethren juſt at my writing the laſt paragraph, 


I cannot but tell you of a ſtrange providence ſhewing-the 


Lord's kindneſs to, and care of you, and his cauſe.—— 
'The day after friends had been ſpeaking to my ſiſter, as 


I have told you, I being met with them in a meeting 


that we keep every Tueſday, where I perceived them all 
to be much diſcouraged, and after the meeting they de- 
fired to ſpeak with me, none knowing what was the mat- | 


ter ſave one of them, whereupon I deſired to be excuſed, 


till I went home I ſuppoſing that it might be ſome new 

Plot againſt my perſon that they had heard, but J * 

io ect them at eight o'clock at * wie 8. 
en 2 


| — tins — 


ſent them (nat: of their n ondipary-rent,. 


that they could not expreſs it, and deſired 


| that is at the end of it, which takes in all the miniſters. 
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of themwirh wh der 
the Liord- they, has met with: 
— . — — not but read anuelviohthe 

oye as tothatgiſelvess ſo alſo co the peor Remnant 
— is that-the:Lord, in a wonderful: way had 


2 — 
own. uſe, far beyond their expectation, a little um 
moneys Which: they had dedicated, and:would nowipro . 
pine the fakhfub Remnant in Scotland With lit f wach 
they ſaid the very thoughts of had refteſhed their ſoul 
hat yen mig 
praiſo the. Lord in their behalf farcit, (chis is the little: 
portion you have no ſent to you) although it be a ſmall, 


yet it is a bleſſed and a great portion, every ching confi: 


dered, the giver is a very young, yet à worthy zealous. 
perſan, - O mind them before the Lard, it. is their defizes 


and alſo mine they engaged me to keep their name ſceret. 


O how-gnod is it to wait on the Lord -in his . 


who waiteth to be graciouss 


As to the Rotterdam Pfoteſtation, 1 dere wy bleſs 5 
the Lord that ever honoured me, with you, to have che 
leaſt hand im it, it being the only 5 teſtimony our 
E church hath in a ſtrange land. As to the irregre: 
arities, and irreligiouſneſs which it is charged withi by: 
the plotters, this being but like what ſuch teſtimonitsß 


of that nature and the inſtruments thereof arg-ordinaris: 


ly charged with, may be the better borne, eſpecially when: 
we find it: has ſo hit the nail on tlie head, — and wrought. 
fo. kindly on the ſtomachs of the platters, and all that 
file of the houſe, that they lrave ever ſince vomited 
much filth of their — — that was never before diſ- 

covered. th mentioned in their libel; wherts. 
in the — Gi Sr and irregularities of it confiſted-—- 

it is like I might have ſhewn you my mind, as in other 


particulars: But finding it but an impudent, and baked 


aſſertion, I cannot. fight with the wind. 

But as to the ſecond Article, wherein * write to me, 
that they alledged they were wronged by us, in men- 
tioning their lies, treacherous dealing, * — re- 


5 E and miſinformat ions, which they would have 


eed themſelves of. It is true, it might be well anfwer. 
ed that take in all the miniſters in Cumulo, with the &c. 


chat 


| 21 „. Naber — 3 
- that came to chat place and — 


terdam, vis! the indulged plotters, Gr. and it will be 
very eafy- to any to fee that they are ſo far from bein ng! 
wronged, that the half that might have been (aid againſt 
mem, is not inſerted: But if nothing ee ere Nur, 
and Mr. Barclay than DIC Q 
Tanſwer, I,, Whether or not, was that weetherbuy | 
aig in . Barclay (to paſs by other things) at that 

t· Meffrs Cameron and il were in 
the fields, carrying Chriſt's ſtandard over the mountains 
of Scotland; not only to refuſe to join with them in the 
work of the Lord, but to eome into Galloway with ſe- 
veral others, commiſfionated from their brethren for 
that end, and ſet up his tent as near theſe two witneſ- 
ſes as he could, upon a pretext as being one with them 
and ſo crying out againſt the indulgence, calling it a 100 I} 
buſked Fad, &e, thereby to draw poor things off from 
the other two + and when the people flocked to him, 
imagining that Meſſrs Cameron and Cargill, and he were 
ane, then took occaſion in private to' oppoſe them and 
_ faithful witneſſings, and to condemn withdrawing | 

from the indulged, or any other of the minifters. 

+ 2dly, Whether or not, was that beeacherfous dealing 
in A that before he deſerted his own: pariſh, in Stir. 
ling ſhire and the poor perſecuted Remnant in Scotland, 
for him to go through the land to thoſe places and per- 
ſons, whom he knew were diſaffected to all public preach- 
ing and faithful witnefling, and offering the goſpel to“ 
them (to be à ſconce to his own practice, and to make 
him the more acceptable where he was going) and then 
to come over immediately to Holland, with ſuch a bad 

of that land, ſpreading it among ſtrangers, and 


others, that he had gone from ane end of Scotland to 


4 


the other end of it; and there was none that would re- 
ceive the goſpel off his hand. I this was not treach- 
erous dealing, let all unbiafſed perſons judge. 
And further, when he was come over, he wad Mr. 
Langlands and Mr. Thomas Hogg younger, after many 
horrid miſinformations to Mr. Kooleman formerly, went 
to him preſſing him to write in all haſte to Mr. 
Brackel, then at Leewarden to ſtop Mr. Renwick's or- 
Aden which Mr: Kooleman obeyed, and wrote in all 
haſte what dreadful accuſations theſe three foremention- 
ed miniſters, with the reſt at Rotterdam, had againſt you; 
Foy vithal told him that eſe three miniſters were to be 


at 


2 came to my hand the ordination was paſt. 
turned to Læewarden, Mr. Brackel told me there were 


Poe CI 


to d 
| thels th 
| Carl were in the fields, or when Mr. Brackel was one 
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5 4 houſe the Wedneſday aſter, to draw up the libel 
they bad | againft you, — — it, and ſend it to 


3. whereupan Mr. Brackel wrote to me im- 


mediately a ſhort line ay. me of it, the true co- 
W of it in Latin I have 


cam to 


day, che 


vou, and w 
Amſterdam to Mr. Rocleman' 8, and waited - 


three miniſters came not, but at night ſent; their apo» 


logy that they cauld not come 
their j 


echt hy th 


ormation as: N 


true copy whereof F have alſo, ſent you 3 but — 
When re- 


other articles they had diſperſed us, beſide thoſe 
contained in the letter; but becau — RR 


by witneſſes (as they fag) I ſhalt not inſert them. 


Nor, whether this will not make out treachery, lies, 
tc. and counteracting the godly in their lawful endea+ 
vours, —I leave it to the Lord and to tender conſciences 
8. I wonder theſe. men did not put us to prove 
tings ſooner, when worthy Meſſrs Cameron and 


with us 3 perhaps then they thought by our moyen at 
home and abroad, we would have got too many to wit» 
neſs for truth and againſt them: But they'll wait untill 
1 be deſerted of friends abroad, and a party of you at 


home engaged for them, or well jumbled, and then they 
will bid us prove. But alas! the blue marks of their 


| Prachices.in all places where they coms, ev lien : 


proving, and crying-againit them. 


_ Look athome, who are the — ve b ant 


| moſt calling, in queſtion the faithful wreſtlings, conten- 


dings, teſtimonies and heroic ſafferings of the poor rem- 
man}. 6 pane ©; I it not they and their co es ? 

2 abroad, and ſee who is moſt prejudicate againſt 
you? Who is ſowing diſcord betwixt you and your friends 
who, were once valiant. for you? See who is moſt im- 


bittered again you and the Lord's cauſe, as now ſtated 
in that land, and againſt any that would lay out them» 


ſelves for peu, and you will find that it is that party of 
the plotters and their confederates. Alas | though they 
* for a time thus ur with, God and men, and ſay, 


| Behold 
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©} Bat: ſuppoliy theſe chree nen hd — 2 | 
Some things infeered-in the proteſtation yet I could not 
grant" that the writing 6f theſe Biris in ramule, ws either 
irrtzgulür or drreligious, eſpeeiany confilering” them as 
mbar ked in one ſfip, carrying on orie caufearid ſteering 
ane churſe together, though not all Alike expert in that. 


What more ordinary in ths ſeriptures, than for the Lord 
eo 


charge home in cumilo the ſins of a land or of a church, 
upon the whole, they not wineſling and contending a- 
_ Yainſt the fame, eben thouph hotall actually güilty, See = 
Deut. ix//6nd-Evek Axil, in that? long catalogue of Ju- 
whabys and Afraebs ſins, che Lord charges the city, tbe 
Prophets, the prieſts, the princes and the people's fins 
i cuniuie, and verſe and go. he ſays;  F forght for © 
man among tbim, — 122 the 112 ue 
on the pap before me for the land, but ¶ found none : and yet 
#here were at the ſame time (chap. ix.) -fortdſighers for 
al} rbeſe abominarions,' (which that party are Ho far from 
hat they will neither acknowledge nor mourn for their 
Ens) and alſo e ſee in many examples in ſeripture, the 
JIard:threatening-and-/plagulitg in cumilo, as in the caſe 
of Arban und Dauid's nummbering of the people, 'Saul's 
ſaying of che Gibeonites, Sc. and our bleſſed Lord 
threatens Jeruſalem in cumulo, Mat. zxiii. 37. although 
there were not a few therein of his own people, who 
conſented not to the counſel and deeds of his ene 
mies. 
Noe * dear Friends, I hope No: will — my 
— ixity being ſo far contrary to my own deſign when 
"began, yea, and in a great meàſure extorted from 
me, that. if it had not been ſingly for the glory of God, 
fo far as my wrakneſs would allow) and the vindicati- 
ot his cauſe and followers, I would never have con- 
deſtended to it. I have alſo endeavoured to manage e- 
article I have mentioned, that any who pleaſe to 
trace me, may come to the: knowledge of all the 
ſteps, wanderings and Splting een eptitained 
in this information. 
Dear friends, you cannot but os whab ii high ſtage 
you are ſet dre as it were to bea mark for all 


WT to ſhodt at, Ser forth laſt, as it n 8 
eat 


R 


be ye 'fiedfaft, unmoveable, always abound. ing in the work: 2 7 


, God, — 05 may be able to tand in the evil day. And 


with them, until ye ſee another work on them, which 


practice 0 


ſliden profeſſor) that "lie would not take from a thread 


— = 5 . 8 8 - : : | | « 7 | * - As | " * 9 | 
vo the Socictiet, Dec. 7th,” 168 5 217 9 
debt, to be mae a ſectacle to the world, to angels, and 1 * 3 


nen. But thanks. be to God which © giveth the victory thro: 
our Lord Fefus, Chriſt: - 'T, — my beloved brethren). 


of the Led, x as. _= Ane, W * labour ir „ DE | 
in Vain in the Lord.” e 3 
As to the account you Fanvens of your wreſtlings with 


that diſaffected party of miniſters and others; I think I 
the Lord Rath nobly helped you, and Has diſcovered his , 


rich grace towards you, with. the rottenneſs of theſe 
men s principles and practices, helping vou to keep up 

the good old cauſe on foot. O be. rung in the! Lord, 
and in the power of his might. Put an the \auhole-armour ©: 


tince ye are-ſo fairly, parted, beware of further meddling - 
fear is not much to be expected, for as yet Þ ſee nothing 2 
among them but a contemning and burying A the faiths. 3 
ful wreſtlings of the poor remnant, a vindicatiag ther 
own proceedings, a: ſubtile endeavouring to have -yout = 1 
linked in one chain with them, and divided and broken . "8 
amongft yourſelves, and -dreadfully loading with re- 
proaches, both at home and abroad, ſuch who have? __ 
their hands at the work of God. 11 ſay, as ye love 
your peace and the favour of God, ſtand afar off from 
ſuch, - When I look through their laſt proceedings with 
you, it brings their woeful proceedings at Bothwel freſh - S/-Þ 
into my mind.” It is the ſame __ they e are now Ne 4 
ing on. ö 
As ſor dorch libellng⸗ a W of theim; g 


reject them, otherwiſe ye will find they ſhell never have 


an end, until the Lord take them red- hot in their plot- 
tings and politics, and diſcuſs the controverſy himſelf; 5 
0 Fe, pray that he may haſten to do it. 0 : 
would alſo beg of you, not to put your princely Mat. _ 
ter in the common of any out of his way, who are op- 
pofing or refuſing to embark with you in your faithful 
wreſtlings, as it has been the ruin of many of this gene- 
ration, and alſo diſparaging to the glory, honour and 
cauſè of your noble Maſter ; and far contrary to the 
5 the noble hero Abraham, who gave a noble 
teſtimony againſt ſuch peeviſh, covetous and hateful po- 
litics, telling the king of Sodom,” (no enemy nor back- 


even to a ſhoe Wicket, neither. any thing that was his, 
. 8 E S8 © F' U - leſt 
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leſt he ſhould ſay chat he had made Abraham Ach. A. 
braham let him know that the Lord, the Moſt High 
GOD, the poſſeſſor of heaven and eunth, was engaged 
for him, (who is àlſo engaged for you) he kent full well, 
that ſuch ſort ofbodies were very ready to call their thread 
Da web, their ſhoe-latchet a- Nout's hide, and their any 
thing, ho little ſo ever, avaſt treafure, and that Abra- 
ham ſhould be obliged to him all his days for it. O be 
tender of the Eord's glory, as it has been the trick of 
all the enemies to gain their woeful purpoſes, and very 
fatal to, and hath tongue-tacked many a yaliant hero for 
Chriſt in our day. Truft in the Lord and do good, ho frat 
thou devell in the land, and verily thou ſbalt be fed, 
| "Fhad-alnoſt omitted Mr. Langlands anſwer to the 6th 
article of the Rotterdam proteſtation, wherein he would 
vindicate joining with that congregation,” by alledging- 
that after Rathi{let was debarred from the communion, - 
Mr. Hamilton communicated there, and Mr. Cargill 
2 preached” and gave the communion chat very day that 
. / RNathiſlet is ſaid to be debarred; ſo that the ſcandal,. (as 
be ſays, if there be any) lies at our door. To paſs by 
other anfwers that might be given, I fhall give you 
the-true relation of it; Mr. M Ward on faturday night 
before the Communion ſent for me, and told 8: that 
church's defign of debarring Rathillet, which'T did much 
reſent in the time, and went immediately and told Mr. 
Cargill of it; but he, with other friends, though reſol- 
ving to refent i it, yet could notdetermine on ſuch a ſud- 
den to withdraw from the church, this being the firſt 
ſtep of their ever appearing againſt us; for ever formerly 
they had own and Joined with us in all the teſtimonies 
that ever had been given in our land, yet we went to Mr. 
John Hog (who was then their only-minifter after Mr. 
Brown's death *, Mr. Robert Fleming not being then 
come over) to ſee what was the cauſe; who told us, that 
the elders had done it without his Nice, and terenpon 
gave out tickets to Mr. Thomas Douglaſs to give to Ra- 
thillet, wherenpon that great witneſs for Chriſt would 
not * of it : vet then we could ee that there was a— 


DS] | oe TP + 


* By this and fome Ader iger it appear to de A willake 
that ever Mr. M Ward was a ſetiled miniſter is Rottetdam, al- 
tho he had his reſidence much the re, ard oſten aſſſted vhile bis. 
dear brother Mr. Brown lived, who was miniſter there mæny 
years, excepring the time he was forced to re: ite to weten 
upon the account of bazarg from Eugland. 
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= cauſe of ſcruple for us to join with them at that tine: 
But the reaſon, as I underſtand; that it is inſerted in the wk 


Mr. Renwick, I refer you to Mr. Linings and the beg- 


_ neſt” defire, and my laſt defire in this letter Mal be, 


* , 2 


| wveary and faint in your minds. — Alas 


converſation, built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſt- 
_ 00d, to offer up (piritual ſacrifices, acveptadte, to God 


holineſs with theſe is wanting, · never expect a good turn 


* 
dS fo a 
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— 


tor os grellen Days, 160 5. 2 ag 


proteſtation, was, that immediately after; Mr: Rowing 
coming over, and faithful teſtimony being given 
him, and the church of Rotterdam not only 
his plea, but caſt at all the faithful teſtimonies and} 
wreſtlings of our church, involved themſelves With the 
Monmouthian party chen On foot, aud in perſecuting, 


reproaching, &c. the remnant and their Pes gs 
at home and abroad, and adhered to the deed of the el- 


ders againſt Rathillet. 8 
As to the charge againſt the einen 5 ordained 


rer's information. If I es omitted any thing, I Foun 
ye will let me know. 


Now, much honoured and pleaſant remnant, my 8 2 


that ye may be helped, and kept following the Lard ST 
fully and fingly, laying afide every weight, that qc in £4 
run with patience the race that is ſet before von, looking "if 4 
50 5 who 15 the author and finifher of your faith, con £54 
ng bim tbat-endured contradiftion agai fe Orme e e be 
there as buck 
too much looking after multitudes. Chxiſt's flock is à 
little, Ittle flock ; boaſting in fomewhat without and 
beſides (Chriſt, has coſt us dear; O that we might SE 
wie at laſt, neither looking to perſons nor parties, pe - i 
tend to what they will, but as we ſee them following and + "4 
initating him who was holy, harmleſs, undefiled; 7 51 
hath called us to holineſs, to be holy in all manner of 


by Jeſus Chriſt. Holineſs becomes his houſe ant fer- 
vants; and ſuch will the Lord honour to follow im ö 
in lus conqueſts, in tumbling down Antichriſt and all 
his enemies, (Rev. xvii. 14.) who are called, choſen and 
faithful. And whatever men may pretend to by theie 
policy, aſſoclations, boaſtings, learning, parts, Se. where $ 
from them; ind where this is, whatever other outward © 
advantages are or may be amiſſing, yet be far from con- 
temning them becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer + 
than men, and the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than 
men; For xe fee your calling brethren, that net many wiſe 
men ge rthe fe rot mae mighty, not many noble A 
2 But 
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20 account! 8 the yp mats . 
a. hathicho/en the fooliſh things to 


the wiſes 
5 he. weak things to confound the mighty, that nd 2 
ſpould glory in his preſence. — I here is the wiſe ? - here is 
 the'ſcribe ? where is the diſputer of this world ? Hath not 
God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world. Be flrong in the 
Tord and in the power q his might. The only wife God 


| ſtrengthen you with all might, according to his glorious 


Fain, unto all patience and e ich! jor- 
e 


* 


Murr in all Jury in * ſweet Lori Feſur. 
ROB 7. HAMILTON. 
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The. two and Letters from Mr. William 
Brackel containing the accuſations of the forementioned 
miniſter againſt the ſocieties, were brought home by Co- 
lin Aliſon andpreſented to the fallowing meeting, which 
were atteſted by Thomas Lining and him, giving it*un- 
der, their hands that they were true tranſcripts of the o- 
WE = written in Latin ;—Whereby it evidently appear- 

that the copy they had before was a true one, which 


the foreſaid . er. ſaid was ſtuffed with lies, c. 4 


As to that which was deſired in the letter to Mr. Ha- 


= milton, viz. to deal with the Preſbytery of Groningen, 


to anſwer what was laid to their charge by the two fore- 
ſaid miniſters, c. Thomas Lining and Colin Aliſon 


went and converſed with ſeverals of = {aid Prefbytery, 


and others, concerning theſe things; an account where- | 
of being drawn up and fubſcribed with both their hands, 
Colin — home and preſented to the. ao mee- 


. ung; a true copy of which follows ; 


A 1 of IS & the anſwers RI the min gers in the 
2 etherlands, to whom we cuent, gave in private confe- 
rence to the two firft accuſations given in againſt them by 


V.. George Barclay and Mr. Nobert Langlands. 


5 Hen en, 
3 Fi rh, Wr went to D. Cs miniſter in Leewar- 
dan, Who. told us there would be no Preſbyteries in Gro- 


EI ROSES ningen, 


— 


VF. Theſe 1 1 in Latin, it is 9 onnecoſſary 10 
"print them bete, as the contents of them. are related esd. 


ningen till the wintel was over? And after readitly the 


formal way of their calling and ordaining of miniſters, | 
which was thus : Firſt; the 'Prefbytery-did'nominate a 
great number, out of which, the next daꝶ of their mee- 
ting, they chooſe twelve, the third da hey chooſe: out 
theſe, ſix; the fourth- day out of th e they nominate. 
three; and this gradation they uſe for decency 7 and de- 
liberation: Then if the miniſter be to come to a city, 
they ſend ſome of their number to the magiſtrates to t 
them that one of the laſt three nominated the people are 
to chooſe as their miniſter ; and therefore they muſt re- 
ceive the miniſter. choſen by the people as a citizen; af- 
ter this the people chooſe, and the Preſbytery ordain- 
eth. To this Pr 25 Nr Marck, when we went to 
Groningen, added, that in ſome places of the co 
where there were gentlemen or- heritors, they had the 
privilege - of nomination or preſentation of the perſon to 
be examined or ordained, which is the ſame with our 
laick patrons, under which our church groaned until 
the year 1649. Alſo, the Profeſſor ſaid that it was the 
burden of the godly, under which tbey were groaning, 
and which they oppoſed as much as lay in their power, 
Allo, he ed 'a as to the ſecond member of the Prov. 
polition, to wit, Depoſition of miniſters, or ſending 
them a pair of ſhoes, (as theſe-above related miniſters. al. 


letters which we ſhewed ta him, he rehearſed to us the ; od „ 


m 


> 


ſerted) that it was a mere calumny, and was never pra- 


tiſed, no not the leaſt ſhadow of it+; For, ſaid he, pri- 
vative diſcipline, or exerciſe of church cenſures, was 
| to the church untouched by any whatſomever. if 
— Item) D. Gorcema told us of two examples, which con- 
firms what is ſaid. The firſt was, a miniſter choſen and 


ö 
3 placed according to the foreſaid order, which the magii- e 
| trate of that place where he was to be miniſter oppoſed; 
yet the people ſtood to their choice, andthe Preſbytery 
e alſo allowed the ſame, becauſe the magiſtrate had noth- 
* ing to ſay againſt the ſaid miniſter's life and converſati- 
y on, yet for all that the foreſaid magiſtrate perſiſted in his 
| oppoſition to the Preſbytery and people: Whereupon ' 
the Preſbytery were forced to complain of that violence 
0 to the Novem viri, or ns di of. Fricz/and,—who com- 
J= > mandel 


+ See Mr. Renwick" 's 49 Letter, pave 169. where . — 
to. is information that Mr, George Ba vlay flatly denie d this c-arge 

aſt-rward, although is could be proved by à multi ure of wit 
"neſſ2s, that he 4.4 indeed aſlert i, 
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maded the foreſaid magiſtrate to deſiſt from his oppoſi- 
non, and let the church enjoy her privileges. This was 


au example of right adminiſt ration. 
Ihe ſecond Was, that the people had choſen one OL 
three (this was in another place of the province) and the 
magiſtrate oppoſed the miniſter choſen, and would not 
admit of him, but would have the people to chooſe one 
of the other two, which were in the liſt. The people 
upon this complained to the Preſbytery : But the Prel- 
bytery, many of them being men led by corrupt affecti- 
ons, yielded to the magiſtrate's deſire; yet not without 
oppoſition by theſe of the Preſbytery that were more 
ſtraight, whereof D. Gorcema was ene himſelf. He 
told us this as an example of mal-adminiſtration; bet 
particular examples of mal-admiuiftration, make not a 
church pure Eraſtian, as theſe miniſters aſſerted: Yea, 
when we came upon the like head with Profeſſor Marck, 
he called it expreſly, perſecution. © 
A A third inſtance D. Abringa, miniſter at Groningen, 
told us of Phelingizs elder, when lately he was called to 
Rotterdam, the magiſtrates of Groningen would not fuf- 
fer him to go away, and diſcharged the Preſbytery to 
give him a dimiffion ; yet becauſe their command was 
groundleſs, they gave him a dimiſſion. : 
No conſider the Eraſtian principles, which are, 
Fi, That the Chriſtian magiſtrate hath his political 
power and office of magiſtracy derived from Chriſt as 
mediator, head and redeemer of his church; and there- 
Fare muſt rule and govern the church as Chriſt's vicar, 
and is by Chriſt the head of the church, ſent and inſti- 
| 4uted. Secondly, That church-oſſicets have no power 
nor authority to cenſure ſcandalous perſons, whether mi- 
-niſters or others, with eceleſiaſtic authority, diſtinct from 
from civil punithments. | LOVE 


_ Thirdly, That eccleſiaſtical power is not diſtinct from 

CP ins inks nao Ab 4, 

-- - Fourthly, That chureh officers have only power of ad- 
Miniſtrating church- diſcipline, becaule the magiſtrate 
has laid that care and burden upon them, as his depu- 
ties, as not being himſelf ſufficient to exerce both offices, 

Fifthly, That eccleſiaſtic power is not given to church- 
cers, jure, diuino. | | 

| Sixthly, That the Chriſtian magiſtrate as ſuch, is pro- 
perly a church officer. This is the character of a 
church pure Eraſtian, for which ye may ſes _ pies 
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7 rod bloſſoming ; and ſo we leave it to your wiſ- 
om to apply the foreſaids, and then r W Judge 


ment accordingly. . 5 
As for the ſecorid accuſation, to. wit, Tine aſjporſent, * 
or three ſprinklings in baptiſm ; all with whom we co. 
verſed, faid that they conſtantly; taught publicly, that 
whether one or two, it was indifferent as to the nature 
of the ſacrament and that they; never knew one in all. 

their churches that taught otherwiſe. Likewiſe th 
confirmed this by their carriage toward the French ehur- 
ches, -who.uſe but one ſprinkling, though in the ſame - . 
city with tliemſelves; for they ſhew themſelves as well 
pleaſed with the French external form of baptiſm (which 
alſo is ours) as they do with their own. - 
Lai Profeſſor Marck ſaid, if the letters had been 
tao himſelf, he would have anſwered them immediately. 
Bat we deſired him, ſeeing there were to be no meetings 
of the Prefbytery theſe three or four months, he would - 
write a line of true information, Ry he almoſt code. 
feended to do, 


Then we went and delivered the letters to, D. Aorta. «1 "4 


9 


e  depictati-elaſſe ; > and that they ſhould do, e- 
tis cba for the perſecuted —— 

After that, we went to Phelingius younger, and came 
over all theſe things with him, and he further confirms. }.. 
ed all theſe things foreſaid ; fo they all ſpake the fame 
things ſeverally, which is a great confirmation of he 
truth of- ren *. He alſo aſked where James Ruſſel 

' was ? We told hiq at Francter: at which he wondered 
chat who was Wea ſhould ody e x Cocceian. 


We 


b The Reader will be FP to a that Were Unt - 
necd ſor all this cars and circumſpection, as theſe beſore· men- 


tuned. mintfters. and many others who too part with them, had, 
[as is beſote related) and RH continued to calumriate the church 


A of Groningen, (under the name of the Hollandi church), that 

riereby they might tender Me. Renwick's ordination and nji- - 
— niſtry odious, and hy afl means in thcie power,-labouriog to 
1 make poor, tender, <mpl2; peop'e belit ve, that by Hearing br 
1 having their children baptized by him, oy” were: r 

| the hot rid il. iags wherewith they 4 the- chirch-of H 

4 lard. And gene were more ſervid and furious in this than No- 

bert Catheagt, Kilſteurs, &c. in which. they were tur 2 - 
2 ful for a thme, until their ſcandals, Iyiog and laxnefs in other 
8 things, made themuloſe much of ther fotmer credit and repu* 
js 1 


. See Shields in th li fe of Mr jam Renwick e 76, 
5 1 78, ö Ch I Pag 


* 
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We told him that it was an ordinary thing for 8 
men to float from one extreme to another, to which he 
afſented.—Then he told us how James behoved to de- 
| from Groningen, on account of his irregular mar- 
riage. He alſo aſked what Mr. Flint was doing, we 
told him he was ſometimes preaching, and ſometimes 
not, and that Thomas Ruſſel, had been with him alſo 
preaching; he wondered more at that, that Mr. Flint, 
whom he had heard fo ſtiffly oppoſe the Cocceians, ſnould 
own Thomas Ruſſel, who" ae ſtudied under them, and 
Kad nothing for ordination, but a teſtificate from ſome 


| Cocceian miniſters ; . This alſo profeſſor Mark declared, 


that he had no more than Mr. Flint had, WICK." was a 
bare teſtimony of his ſtudies. 

Theſe things we thought fit to collect, that thereby 
ſerious and tender . ſouls might be ſatisfied, and more 
confirmed in the truth, and the falſehood of n aſ- 
perſions made the more to appear. 

Theſe things are true, as witneſs, our hardy; writ- 
ten, and ſubſcribed at Leewarden, Wo * of Docem- | 
Ma TY Ss 

8 Sic Subſerititur, o „ i NE DUES 
43 wy THOMAS LINING. 
1 e 
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Wurz the * and . power 8 foli x 
citous, where to lay this Cockatriae-egg which under the 
warm wings of the following toleration hath been hateh- 
ed into maturity for an unhappy production, did ſee - 
it for their intereſt to contract their oppreſſions, and not 
to extend their ſeverity ſo pfomiſcuouſly, and univerſal- 
ly againſt all that bear the name of diflenters,—they 
thought fit for proſecuting their deſign to liberate many 
gentlemen and miniſters of the indulged faction, out of 
priſon, and multiplied their favours toward ſuch as they 

found pliable, and of greateſt figure, by which they pro- 
Jetted, and did wofully brevail-to advance the myſtery 
of iniquity and to ſtop the mouths and bind-up the hands 
of ſuch, from whom they might have expected controul 
or contradiQion, at leaſt by way of a teſtimony, in ſuch - 


4 a Clear caſe of confeſſion, and lay them by, now blinded 


with flatteries, and bribed with favours, from all open 

e to Tope n. with Ph in BE, re- 
ie ſen: | 
- ; "ts "*.. 4 un 
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ſentdelignof Antichriſt. So that among all the Preſby- 
terian miniſters in Scotland, there was mo public teftimn- 
8 1 againſt Popery, and the open: efforts to intioduce its 
But howevery the perſecution was not fo inceſſant, et 
ſtil their rage did many times exert itfelf in bloody mur- 
ders of sich us they could catch of the fe- 
veral of which they butchered in the felds where they 
found them, and. others on ſcaffolds, and in filling pri- 
ſons with them, while the enemy kad no other to 
ſeente and purſue but then. Yet their greateſt diffic 
ties and diſcouragements were from profeſſed P 
ans, ho had been perſecuted themſelves, — 
_ who ſided themſelves with the forefaid miniſters, ſome 
of theſe perſons came to the General Meeting, - which 
met at Trieermiaion upon the 28th of January, 1686. 
An account of what was done therein; 1 
zu > 21g roger i | 
ſhalt here ſet down.” 
Urs Jonny avi; 3686, "Maes Cad, 
John Diek ꝶ, and ſome others came to Triermimion 
ſerting that 
the ſhires Galloway and Carrick; and ſome of the So- 
cieties in NRyle. Where aheir eder WAS —— 


manner: | 
'Thefe who. had weltron Commitions were deſired to 
produce them, urthe-foreſaid ug none, but 


by word of mouth, were deſired to remove 2 little. 
And in their abſence we ſpoke our minds anent theſt 
ſuppoſed grounds;-whereupon' they,” or at leaſt, theſe = 
who were. embodied wich them Had butt great acouſai· 
ons againſt us j and after calling oſethem, chat which u 
ſpoken in their abſenbe, was rehearſed before them : A8 
(19 Our minds were declared abaut the firſt Call ven 
to the miniſters, ſhewing that it w n 
2s to the title, and many of the contents of it. 
(2.) With reſpect unto the engagement to 


they had Commiſſions from the Societies in TY 


which was once amongſt us, thewing that the ep "> 


ing thereof, contraty to the intention of the firſt pens 
ners, and all the abuſes thereanem, wereacknowledged, 
and a — — of ee for che ſame. 
ä 20 63. ) Aa- 


he Fa n lind ot 8 — 
1 Wee ef 


the 1 * allo, u ho rand Was a ** 10 hunt 
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- it ET ſome expreſſions in our firſt declarations 
—— „and Lanerk (about which, many have 
tes) what way we underſtood theſe 


— and declaring that we never looked upon our- 
felves as a formal judicatory, whatever ſome draweth 
from the expreſſions therein, buy ann we reſiled 

(4) Anens the — againſt the Scotch Con- 
gregation in Rotterdam, defiring the ſecond artiele to 
be conſidered diftribatively,- applying not all the charges 

to every one of the minifters ſingularly, but what every 
dne was guilty of unto: hiraſelf, and ſo that there was 

no falſehood in theſe charges ; but withal acknowled 5 

too much bitterneſs in ſeveral expreſſions. | 

(F.) Anent the charge of laying impofitions on mini- 
| ters, declaring that we were againſt all impoſitions on mi- 
niſters, and will deſire nothing but what is antecedently 
bound upon them by the divine authority of God in the 
ſcriptures, and the eccleſiaſtic authority of our church 
conſtitutions % this is no impoſition- 

(s.) Anent ſearehing and trying of N expreſ 
a e of our papers; ſhewing that we underſtood not a 


— trying, but private and popular, by way of in- 


„ that we might the better ad our duty, 
how to carry towards the perſons. + » 

7. Anent the nature ef our General Meeting de- 
leg that theſe meetings, as they were neither eccleit- 
aſtic, nor civil judicatories z ſo they are of the ſame na- 

ture wich private Chriſtian ſocieties, feeing that in them, 
Chriſtian fufferers in this time of extreme perſecution, 
do meet together, in their General Correſpondence, for 
advice and conſent, about the duties of our day: And 
that in theſe meetings we proceed not as a judicatory, 
making acts and laws, but as a ſelected meeting of Chriſ- 
tians, for promoting the work of God in our ftatious 
and capacity, qoococding by way of e and deter- 
mination. 
6.) Some things were declared — we induced not 
tobe ſufficient grounds of ſeparation : Such as /, What 
is determined oniy by a man's own private light, and diſ- 
eretive judgment. 2. Infirmities. 3. Circumſtances ne- 
ver reformed, nor doctrinally condemned by our faith- 
ful miniſters. 4. Such controverſies as being no parts 
of our attained unte reformation, overturns not [he 
word. of our thurches teſtimony, againſt Papiſts, 
bene, £extarlans, and — 5 No Kandel 


» 
* — ; 8 
— ' = 4 5 


confeſſed and forſaken, but our mind is more fully de- 
clared of all theſe, things, in our Informatory Vindicati- 
on. Howbeit-it is to be advertiſed, that our 
they were then declared, were the ſame with what they” 
were always, as to theſe things: Which (in ſome mea 
ſure) may be alſo evident from ſome things in our con- 
ferences wit the ſoreſaid miniſters the preceding year. 
After which, Mr. James Renwick ſhewed the cauſes 
of his going abroad to ſeek ordination, and the caſe of 
theſe miniſters, by whom he was ordained ; and read 
the foregoing paper ſubſcribed by Thomas Lining and 
Colin Alifon, in vindication of theſe miniſters from the 
charge of-eraſtianiſm,. ſuperſtition, &c. 

Then theſe who were particularly ſent from the ſave. 
ral ſocieties, in their reſpective ſhires, did nominate a 
number from among themſelves to ſpeak, that confuſion 
might be avoided:: But there was at this time no model - 
led meeting, for as we never chooſed a preſes of authori- 
ty, ſo there was no preſes for order here elected: ſeeing 
this meeting could be only for conference,” not for con- 
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deſcending upon any concluſions... Therefore it is falſe -- 


which was informed at this meeting, viz. that Mr. James 
Renwick was preſes. And in what over, we — 
ceeded after this manner, 

(4, It was aſked at Aa Gordon, john Dick, 
Sc. who had not been at our two preceding meetings, 
whether they were to concur with us as formerly, or 

not? To which they anſwered neither freely, nor wo a 
tively, but that they were ſo, for ought they knew. 

(2+) A, letter: was — which the foreſaid — 
fans were deſired to declare their · minds, whither they 
owned that letter, or not; and though none of them. 
did own it, yet they were not free in diſclaiming it. ax 
gain, it was aſted whether or not they had been inftrus 
mental in ſpreading it? And this they denied; though 
the contrary was known of ſome of them: It is to be 
voted, that theſe perſons being embodied with the. au- 
thor of the ſaid letter, gave occaſion to aſk ſach a queſs * 


tion. Zenn 14 7 4 NR 


(63.) Every one who was nominate to i cooks; was defir- 
ed to give his ang anent the — of Argyle, * 
9 hee; 5 Ares 27. | 


1 er 97 115 


a? \This letter was one Robert Seibel 1 50 dee, of which 

is. in ert in Mr, Shield's Lif my Mr. Renwick, page 88, 10 96, 
d alf anfwers terednrb. *Which might be pertinen y fub- 
ded 70 the count of this con erence. : 


— 


is A as, 


28 Accuunt tbr Conferece, Fan. 23; 1636 
3 his party, as it is complexly taken, which we difowned. 
But the foreſaid perſons. were not pofitive anent it, al- 
ledginng other ſenits might be put upon ſuch places as we. 
objefted than the words themſelves ſeemed 10 
import we told them that no man could be hindered 
to be the interpreter of his own words, yet the practice 
of that party, and the expreſſions of ſome of note a- 
mongſt them, ne e bee ne | 
held article. A 
44+ \ They were defiredtoutechurechels windunen chat 
concluſion amongſt us, via. That nothing re- 
© latixe to the public, and concerning the whole, ſhould 
© be done without the conſent, at leaſt dee of 


© the whole, which we do all agree with“ But the fore. 


faid perſons rejected it, calling it an impoſition. But 
ve anſwered that it was no impoſition ; for if a part, pro- 
poned to the whole, the doing of a neceſſary duty, and 
if they fi denied their conſent or concurrence, then 
that part do it for chemſchves, withagt"beeach of 
the — coneiuſion. 

(.) It was aſked, what was: buht of breaking that 
concluſion, and drawing up, and conſulting with other 
and calling of miniſters, agamit whom their 
- brethren had juſt exceptions without Ther knowledge or 
advice ? which we looked upon nnen of Us 


mon, | 
But the forefaid perſons, (1. Alledged that th did 
| not call, though rode hear 32 miniſters Tee our 
conferences with them. (2.) They ſpake againſt the 
foreſaid concluſion z ſaying that by it 2 might not 
hear a faithful miniſter when occaſion offered, 
Their firſt anſwer was repelled, as an evaſion; n, 
For freeing the concluſion of the charge of being an im- 
. Poſition, we explained it to the purpoſe of what is inſi- 


nuate above, and 20 make it more clear, added fome 
few caveats. As 


—— it is not __ in abſolute ſenſe, as a veſivie- 
neceſſa all times, all places, al r- 
ſons, all caſes, gigs; 5 

2. The concluſion imports, that even in neceſſary ow 
ties, which concern the whole, a part ought not to go 
on therein, without proponing the ſame to the reſt. 
And if theſe ſhall ully deny their coneurrence, that 
part may lawfully, W boue breach of tlie concluſic 


dot for themes dee en jeg, de mae wir 


r 


1 


— 


and — right managing of affairs ; 10 we gr aceording to 


were clear to call them, 


„„ 


e, wg 
handled by the whole. 1688 142 40G gail 


ce imports an 
viſing, an deliberating a: 
and ſo we look upon it — badge 


venting of confulion, the curbing o ant ſpirits, 


this concluſion, a right method in deliberation about ſuch 
matters is followed, then we chooſe that which we judge 


agreeable to the law, and the teſtimony. And added, 


that before they had drawn up with other parties, and 
called ſuch miniſters, they ſhould have known if their 
brethren had any juſt exceptions againft them. And if 


they had none, and yet denied their concurrents and 


conſent, the foreſaid perſons had been free to do's N 
did, without — of the coneluſion - 

(6.) Then the exceptions that were given in again 
the miniſters with whom we had the conference, before 


related, were read over, but in a more ſuccin& method, 


than they are in our relation, and ſo every one of us, 
nominated to ſpeak was aſked,” whether or not, they 
while theſe exceptions ſtood f 


To which we all anſwere 


the ſame. But tlie foreſaid an reckoned theſe * 
ceptions not to he valid. 


(J.) It was aſked at the darafaid perſons, whockss > : 
not, they were clear to join with us in general, and par- 


ticular fellowſhips, now when they had us 
our minds fo freely ? But this they tefuſed to anfwer un 


to, putting the queſtion back ta us, whether or not, we 


would join with . in theſe meetings ? After a Little 
deliberation; it was concluded to anſwer poſitively by res 


fuſing to concurr with them in ſuck meetings. 50 in 


propoſing the queſtion, theſe two caveats were 


| {ed.. 1. That the queſtion was not to be about joining 
in family exerciſe, or ſuch. like occaſional meetings; ib 
| this was not refuſed by the anſwer to the foreſaid queſti- 


on. 2. That we anſwered not in the name of our ſo- 
* but in our own names, having no commiffion 


„ that We were not clear for 


* „„ . | * | » ** * , _— " 2 , wy * * a * 7 * 
en 2 | ; » IN” L. 4.x "Wang, "I 
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againſt . — 
and raſhnefs, helpful for the — yearn Pre- 


* 


nor direction from our ſocieties for that effect. Then | 


the ſtate of the queſtion that was proponed was this. 


Conſidering, bY That the foreſaid perſons; are nei- 


Mon arms nor pe? in their anſwers to the preceding 
| ' queſtions 


* 83 . et bee 8 


queſtions of ſo great concern. ad, That mer 
— broken the brotherhood, by grawing up, and con- 
. ſulting with other parties, (Cho in the mean time were 
lying heavy things falſly to our charge) without our 
22 and advice, 3aly, That they 1 fided with 
ſome miniſters in points of diſagreement, againſt us, and 
called them, and were yet clear to hear them, even 
while our exceptions againſt them ſtand unremoved- 
ſo it was aſked, conſidering theſe things, whether or 
nat, we were clear to concur with the foreſaid perſons 
in General Meetings and Societies? whereunto our an- 
fwer was; That upon the foreſaid conſiderations (altho 
other things might have been named) we were for that 
time clear, not to concur with them in the forefaid meet - 
ings. Which, when the foreſaid perſons heard, they 
cried out, It is becauſe we are clear to call faithful mini- 
ſters that they will not join with us; but we denied ſuch 
a charge, and when we-were ſpeaking to; them about 
the foreſaid reaſons, they would not ſtay to Hear, but 
pe n ee eee N oam 301265 


oe "Tears. Robert Cathoars. had . at leaſt to join 
in contending and ſuffering for the ſame teſtimony with 
the ſucieties in Carricl, and effed cheerful and cor- 
diab adherence thereunto, upòn all hazards z which for 
a time he ſeemed very — to ſuſtain, until the ex- 
pedition of the Earl of Argyle appearing, he began ſer 
cretly and openly to bear hand to the breaking of theſe 
focieties, and to ſhew, either much unſtableneſs, or that 
he but diſſembled in ever pretending to be one with 
them, whom now he relinquiſhed, and ſtudied by all 
means to traduce. Which firſt appeared in a letter, ac- 
cuſing and repreſenting Mr, Renwick, and thoſe that 
joined with him, As ſuch, whom the Lo Lord had given 
s up, in a great meaſure, to the deluſion of their own 
cc deceitful, hearts, to believe lies, and follow the dic- 
4 tates of an erring conſcience; whom the Lord in his 


is anger, hath plagued with miſinformed judgments, that 


© they perſevere in the breach of our alm known cor 
« venants in two points, 

«Firſt, In that of error nnd herelys For, -(1. With 
« the papiſts, they would have their church infallible z 
* their practice - teſtifies this, in declining a miniſter, 
„ be he never ſo faithful in his function, for the leaſt 
8. ih perſonal failing, even though that whi 1 er 
« Jedge 


wb Anſwers Ibereutop. 231 7 
| « edged cannos be made out: Surely, had - on ; 
« lived in the days of the apoſtles; they would have re- 


« jected them too; for they had their own failings, 4 
'« body of death.” (2.) With th Independents; upon the 


2 — kaun n roiniſher, they they take upon them the 
power to depoſe. I Zen they needed nor | 
«© have troubled the 2 gen with the ordi- 


« nation of their Rabbi Mr. — er might as well 
« have ordained him themſelves 3 ordination being as 
much in their power, as depoſition. (3) Roy lits 
« tle they differ from the Separatiſts, 
6 Secondly, In that of church diſcipline nd; wein 
« ment, — altogether broken that, as (1.) Their 
« ſending er a youth, ſcarce: read in the common - 
« heads of divinity, to Groningen, a moſt corrupt church, 
ec never yet come the length of prelacy in its reforma- 
« tion," having declined the faithful miniſters: of the 
« church of Scotland, and ſet him up in their room, as 
« 7erohuans the ſon of Nebat did, when he made idol 
« calves, crying, Bebold tby gude, O 1/racl!: ſodit they: 
« of him, Behold thy repreſentatiue, O church of Scot» 
« land | I can call him nothing but a creature of their 
« own making, and an idol whom they have ſet up in 
« the room of the ho iſters in Scotland. (2:) By 
« their medMing with things which only belong to 
« church judiegtory; and the higheſt church — — 
Not only being laick-men, they examine faults; yea 
« abſolve the guilty; but alſo, conſtitute laws and make 
« acts, which none but a General Aſſembly could do 
« Muſt the goſpel live and die with Mr. Renwic, fup- 4 
ce paie he were a miniſter of the church of Scotland 2 : 2 
« Muft we be all tied to him? But a miniſter of the „ 
« church of Scotland he is not; neither can he be ad- 
2 to ſit a member of a church judicatory in Scot- 
nd: For, the church of Groningen had no more 
„ power to ordain a miniſter af the church of Scot- 
„land, than the clergy of England had long ago to con- 
« ſecrate Sharp Archbiſhop of St. e With, 
much more odious ſtuff to this purpoſe, diſcovering more 
| malice and ignorance, than either wit or ability to ſuf- 
tain his charge, and bewraying the contagion of that 
plague to have infected his own heart, tongue and pen, 
u Rich he alledges they were ſmitten with, whom here 
he ſtudiouſly belies; yea, and ſomewhat worſe than an 
1 [reg is” lies 3 even a ſeared conſci- 


ence, 
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2 Mr. Robert Prey ae 


ence, dictating lies in hypocriſy 4 which in his own ex- 
r he knew to be lies. 

VM. Renwick, and chk with Him, did indeed conifer 

nas lamen: theix breach of covenant, and withed their 

brethren with whom they contended, and particularly 

theſe minifters, whole faithfulneſs he ſo much proclaims, 


ta have betn more ſenſible o their own breaches of that 


Exvenant, which then they had forgot, and now they have 

in filence; And, theſe terms of mutual 
cenfeſſing and forſak ing the breaches of that ' covenant, 
they always declared — deſtre of uniting with them: 
But, becauſe they in the breach of that cove- 
mant, not only in two, but in all its parts and articles: 
Therefare they found themſelves obliged to diſcounte- 
nance: them; while they continued in ſo breaking it. In 
the firſt article, being /o far from erdtavouring the pre- 
fervation of the deſiring religion in deſtrine, worſhip, diſ- 
cipline and government; that they have complied with of 
connived at many thi: — of, and deſtructive un- 
to chat reſormation; the ſupremacy in the former in- 
dulgences as well as in the prefent toleration : The oaths 
and bonds mconfiftent therewith, ſome of which were 
taken by fome of them; ſome again connived at, and 
1 inſt by man of them; the ceſs and o- 
ther — and exactions, expreſly required for the 
and deſtruction of that which they were 
fworn to endeavour to preferve. As likewiſe not only in 
and ſurceaſing from endeavours to preſerve it, 
whawthey left off preaching and diſcipline, in times of 
the peoples greateſt neceſſity; but alſo, in diſſeminating 
other principles, and juſtifying other practices, than are 
- eonfiſtent with the doctrine 25 government of the co- 
venanted church of Scotland, ws. The doctrine of aſ- 
fociation with malignants and ſeQaries.: The Gy of 
and maintaining tyrants. 

In the ſecond article, Being ſo far from extirpating 
popery, prelacy, &c. That many of them have made 
their peace with declared papiſts; all have owned the 
head of papiſts, the great pillar and promoter of po- 
pery: and inſtead of extirpating prelacy, have complied 
with; or connived at ſuch conrſes, as conduced in the 
contrary to eſtabliſh it : As bearing the curates, paying 
them ſtipends, c. In the third article, Being ſo far 
from preſerving rights and privileges, Ca as there qua- 
wy al not only many Rave * nn. to 
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an Eraftion ſupremacy, to the prejudice of the true reli- 
gion, and the liberties of the church and kingdom; or 
connived at it without a teſtimony: But alſo, all have 
owned allegiance to a deſtroyer of religion and liberty; 
without reſpect to the covenant-qualification, in the de- 
fence 45 religion and liberty. In- the fourth article, Inſtead 
of diſcovering malignants, c. they have many of them 
countenanced them, aſſociated with them, ſtrengthened 2 
their hands, admitted them to the Lord's table, Sc. 
And all have owned the authority of the head of them, 
mounted on tlie throne of iniquity. In the fifth articl 
They have broken our conjunction, in firm peace and 
union, in truth and duty; and inſtead of that, have 
been promoting and abetting a ſinful confederacy in de- 
fection. In the ſixth article, Inſtead of aſſiſting and de- 
fending all their covenanted brethren; many have added 
affliction to the afflicted by reproaches ; and have been 
for maintaining their murderers with ſupplies of exacti- 
ons, contributing thereunto: And many ways have ſuf- 
fered themſelves to be divided and withdrawn from their 
ſuffering brethren, and have made defection to the con- 

trary part, and given themſelves to a detęſtable indiffer- 

ency in the cauſe and teſtimony of Chriſt. And in the 
concluſion, Inſtead of mourning for theſe breaches of 
F they yet defend or daub them. But, 
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As to theſe breaches, charged here on Mr. Renwick,. 
and the people with him: However, they confeſs mani - 
fold breaches, they deny theſe. And in theſe charges, 
the inadvertency, at leaſt, of this accuſer, is ſo maniteſt, 
that it cannot eſcape the obſervation, of the impartial :. 
How, in making lies of them whom he would accuſe, her, 
belies alſo all theſe with whom he would have them claſ- 
ſed; or,  ignorantly miſrepreſents them. For, Firſt, 
The papiſts never pretended that every one of their doc- 
tors or laicks were infallible ; as this dictator alledges of 
theſe men, both teacher and taught. Neither did they 
ever aſſume, or improve this kind of infallibility here 
charged, of declining miniſters for the leaſt alledged fail- 
ing. He knows who are like the papiſts in that, in fol- 
lowing miniſters hand over head, and allowing them ag, 

it were an indelible character: Whereas, the men he ac- 
cuſes, have been fo far from pretending to infallibility, 
that they have not declined to publiſh their reſentments , 
and confeſſions of their miſtakes to the world; which is 

a greater teſtimony againſt all pretences of infallibility, 
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than thoſe that contended againſt them ever yet profeſs 
ſed; though with them, even with them, there have been 
found fa * againſt the Lord their God, But that er- 
ror they will not confeſs, nor can they ever be convict- 
ed of it, that ever they declined a faithful miniſter for 

ſhe leaſt alledged perſonal failing: They have declared 
e contrary in their Iformatory Vindication, Head IV. 
page 80, Sc. If they had been living in the apoſtles days, 
as they could not have found ſuch diſorders to diſcounte- 
nance; fo, in cafe they had, they would have been ob- 
liged to follow the apoſtles practice and rules, they would 
not have called 7%n Mark, when the apoſtle thought 
not good to take him along; becauſe, he went nit with 
them tg the work, They would have joined with Paul in 
their capacity to withſtand Peter to the face, when he 
diſſembled. They would have faid, evefi to as good a 
miniſter as. Archippus, Take heed to the miniflry, &c. 
That would not have been looked on as an impoſition on 
miniſters in the apoſtles days; neither would that have 
been thought in their days ſinful ſeparation, to mark 
thoſe who cauſed diviſions and offences, contrary to the doc- 
frine received, and to avoid them. And to withdraw from 
brethren walking diſorderly. #87 =p: SOA 57 
( 2.) He belies the Independents, in alledging, they take 
upon them to depoſe miniſters for the leaſt failing; they 
will diſown that. Mr. Renwick did ever abhor, that 
people ſhould take upon them to depoſe miniſters for any 
failing, the leaſt or the greateſt; nor did ever allow peo- 
ple, ſo much as to withdraw from miniſters. upon the 
teſt failing; but upon ſuch ſcandals'as did bear the 
weight of withdrawing according to fcripture rules: they 
had reaſon and neceſſity to trouble the church at Gzenin- 
gen, not to make a Rabbi of him; but from the power 
they had received of Chriſt the common head of the 
church, to ordain him a miniſter of the New Teſtament; 
ſeeing they could neither have clearneſs in point of duty, 
nor confidence in point of ſucceſs, to ſeek or obtain or- 
dination for kim, from the miniſters at home (that were 
then far to ſeek, and ill to find) except they ſhould have 
reſolved to loſe what they had wrought; to deſtroy what 
** they had built; to condemn their own ſufferings, and 
contradict their own contendings. And they did always 
diſclaim all power, either of ordainipg or depoſing of 
themſelves. _ or £ 
» | 69) He. 
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b He os ant ay, wherein they er ape 


Hiffer trom the ſeparatiſts. There were never ſuch fe. 


paratiſts in the world as he makes them, that did depoſe 


miniſters for every the leaſt falling. What ſeparation 
Mr. Renwick was for or againſt, ay be ſeen in the 3. 


pode mentioned Infermatory Vindication. © oo 
| (4:) If he had — fack 2 youth, ſcarce, read in t) 

common heads of divinity; he diſcovers himſelf very 
read in them, when he calls this a breach of church-go- 
vernment, to fend ſuch a youth to a foreign Univerſity, 
to be fitted for ordination in the miniſtry; or, to ſend 
kim firſt to be fitted, and then after trial to be ordain- 
ed, by a reformed fiſter-church, ſoupd in their own and 
not contradicting our teſtimony, when ordination could 
not be had at home, without the breach of ſeveral ftan- 
ding conſtitutions of the government, yea without yield- 
ing to ſeveral corruptions threatning the diſſolution and 
peryerſion of the whole of it; yea, without bowing to 
ſome of the calves Feroboam had ſet up; For, without 
bowing or ſubjecting himſelf, either to. che idol of prela- 
cy or fupremacy, or at leaſt, to complying with, or con- 
niving at the bowers thereunto; or, without ſome way = 
of homologating ſubjeQion unto the land-idols of jeal- 
'ouſy, Eſtabliſhed and encouraged'by a power, and for an 
end equivalent to and correſpondent with that of Jerobo- 
am's ſupremacy, he could not have gotten ordination in 


Scotland at that time, The compariſon may ſeem odi- 


ous between Feroboam's calves, and the corruptions and 


defections of miniſters in our day; yet it ſeems more 
pertinent and appoſite than to ſay, the dealining of theſe | 


corruptions, and calling and cquntenWiting a miniſter, 


_ witneſſing againſt the altar of Jeroboam, and crying to 


the genetation, That they have forſaken the God and 
covenant of their fathers; is like Feroboam ſetting up. his 
calves, It is like, this gentleman; if he had been living 
in Ferobcams days, would have faid as much againſt that 
| 3 that cried againſt the altar at Bethel, and would 

ave condemned him as much for arrogancy, in refuſing 
conformity with the prieſts and prophets, in theſe days 
eſpecially if he, being a young prophet, had not heark- 
ened to the kind counſel of the old prophet that enter- 
tained him, as now he hath done to Mr. Joes Renwick. 
However tt is a lie, that the church at Groningen never 
cane the length of prelacy in its reformation z except it 


de laid, that they were never ſo far corrupted, as to de- 
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—_ P prelacy Gnce their reformation. And it is ano- 
cer lie to ſay, that ever Mr. Renwick was called repre- | 
oarrge, We 1H. , 88 
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Is.) They whom he accuſes, never examined faults, 
nor abſolved the guilty, in a way belonging to any church 
Judicatory ; nor in a way not competent to the meaneſt 
private perſon, lad or laſs, in the kingdom, being only in 
© 2 way, of Chriſtian and charitative inquiry about the 
truth of reports, in order to exhort, admoniſh, reprove 
or approve, and that they might know how to carry to- 
wards them: Nor did they ever make any laws or acts, 
but ſuch as any two or three in ſociety might make by 
common conſent, to determine one another as to duties 
or dangers; Nor did they ever ſay or dream, that the 
goſpel ſhould live and die with Mr. Renwick ; but that 
they were content to live and die with him in partaking 
ol the goſpel ordinances, diſpenſed by him, whom they 
eſteemed a faithful miniſter of the church of Scotland; 
and worthy to fit as meinber of any church judicatory 
therein. The church of Groningen did nat make him 2 
miniſter of the church of Scotland; but they ordained 
him a miniſter of Chriſt, and ſteward of the myſteries of 
| _ God; a miniſter of the church univerſal (which is the 
Primary relation of all miniſters) a miniſter in any church, 
whereof he was a member and ſo conſequently in Scot- 
land; and a perſecuted people in Scotland called him to 
be their miniſter, whereby he came to have as good right 
to be a miniſter of the church of Scotland, as Mr. Rough, 
Mr. Knox, and ſeveral reformers, who were not ordained 
by the miniſters of Scotland: Yea, as any, who now 
' theſe twenty five years, hive been appropriate to parti- 
cular flocks, though not by fixed ordination by miniſters. 
And therefore, the difference between the church of 
Groningen their ordaining Mr. Renqwick,. r. and the 
clergy of England their conſecrating Sharp, as in many 
oye it is vaſt, ſo in this, it is as great as between a 
eformed church ordaining a faithful officer of Chriſt's 
kingdom, and a deformed church conſecrating a knave, 
no officer of Chriſt's, but of antichriſts kingdom. : 
. Theſe ſcurrilous invectives heaped together in his 
_ lying libel (which I have the longer inſiſted on, that the 
writer hath been ſo much applauded and blown-up into 
conceit of himſelf for it, and even by ſome who were 
obliged by office, as well as duty, to have checked him for 
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bis arrogance, ignorance and impudence diſcovered i in 
it) might have rey onges nauſeating to all that ſhould. 
read them. Yet the ſubſcription being torn away, and 
the Writer's name concealed, it was ſpread and read 
through the ſhires of Air, Galloway, aud other places, 
and copies multiplied through many hands, only carefully, 
providing that none ſhould be — or lent to any there- 
in accuſed. Many poor people, not knowing who was 
the author, took it to be written by ſome miniſter wha 
vas much concerned and had great underſtanding in theſe 
debates, and thereupon were much commoved and per- 
plexed with fears and. doubts, that by their partaking 
with Mr. Renwick, eſpecially in baptizing their children 
with him, they had made themſelves guilty of the fins 

of that church by whom.he was ordained; . and were 
| hereby ſo W that ſome of them were caſt into a 
fever.” At length the Author being diſcovered, people 
thought not ſp much of i it, Afterwards, notwithſtand- 
ing the people in Carrick, who formerly had counte- 
nanced and entertained him, were now much alienated 
from him; and this Mr. Cathcart and others, Were turn- 
ed avowedly oppoſite to hin. 


Theſe unpleaſant debates and e being at 
an end, and the perſons with whom' they had the ſame, 
being gone from the place; the meeting having met, 
there was read before them à part of Mr. Hamilton's 
long letter to the Societies, which Colin Aliſon brought 
home with him, who returned a little before this mect- 
ing. At ſome things | in which ſeverals were diſſatisfied ; | 
But it being long, was not all read, the reſt doing left to 
another time *. 

Likewiſe, there was a letter from Mr, John Flint read, 
wherein he carneſtly defired a conference with ſome of 
our number, Whereupon the meeting reſolved that Mr. 
James Renwick and Mr. William Boyd, with any other 
whom they ſhould chooſe, ſhould be defired to go and 
converſe with Mr, Flint. According to this reſotution, 
in May thereafter, Mr. Renwick being at Edinburgh, 
| "ll condone with bin, a ſhort account of which be, 
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V dee this more fally i in Mr. Renwick's 42 lette-, batze 734. 
where be adviſes him, when writing to the whole, to wiiie as 
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Was farther done at this meeting. 


It was agreed upon and appointed by the metting that 

xday of filing ind prayer ſhout be obſerved by the So- 

citleties, to ſearch out the cauſes why the Lord permit. 
ted us to be fo broken and divided amongſt ourſelves ; 
and alſo to lie under ſuch fad and heavy reproaches and 
miſtepreſertations. A particular time was not conclud- 

ed Upon, but it was left to every ſociety to make choice 
of what day they thought moſt convenient. 

And it was appointed, that the next General Meeting 

conveen at Blaclgaunoch, npon the firſt Wedneſday of 


April thereafter. 


Uros the 28th of May, Mr. James Renwick, mini. 
ter of the goſpel, James Wilſon, William Nairn, James. 
Ingles and Michael Shields being then at Edinburgh, it 
was thought expedient to give Mr Flint notice that in 
anſwer to his delire, they were willing to meet with 
Bim, to know what he had to. fay, (this was done ra- 
ther left he ſhould take occaſion to boaſt, that we would 
not, yea durſt not give him 4 meeting, than from hope 
to gain him) and to anſwer the deſire of the General 
Meeting, Jan. 28th, above relatde. 
Mr. James Renwick fpoke to him to this purpoſe, 
That the Letter which he ſent in winter laſt, to our 
friends, was read at the. liſt General Meeting, and well 
accepted of by them ; in token whereof they defired 
him, when he ſhould have the occafion of going to Edin- 
burgh, and Mr. Boyd, with any other they ſhould chuſe, 
to meet and confer witli lim: Bat now; ſeeing Mr. Boyd 
was not there at the time, he did not look upon it as a 
full anſwer to our friends deſire, otherwiſe he would 
have given him more timegus advertiſement; but Pro- 
vidence having tryſted them to be there, he had ſent 
for him, that they might in fo. far anſwer their friends 
defire, and defired to hear wiiat he would ſay. Mr, 
ohn profeſſed that as he had ſeveral times deſired a 
meeting, fo he was glad to have the opportunity of one, 
but wauld have wiſhed to have had more time for deli- 
beration : To which Mr. James anſwered, That he could 
have wiſhed for that alſo, but ſecing it was thus order- 
ed, and the time of their being together could not be 
long, (Mr. James being to preach that night) he 85 
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him to come to the point, and ſpeak of the differences 
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betwixt him and us: So he began with this: 


1 


I. That while they were ſtudents at Groningen, Mr. 


out Mr. Boyd's and his knowledge and conſenWt. 
2. That he went on in his ordination without acquain= 
ting Mr. Boyd, which was difftimulation; 
3. That our delegate Mr. Robert Hamilton, had 
given lying informations of the remnant to ſtrangers. 
To the ürſt, Mr. James anfwered, Than dhe fad leer 
was but a private letter, about a particular buſineſs and 
not relating to the public, and therefore not their con- 
tern either to know or have their conſeut thereto. 
To the ſecond, That he knew welt enough at that 
time there were differences betwixt Mr. Boyd and them, 


mes had written a letter to Mr. William Brackel, wich- 


and ſome exceptions againſt him. To this Mr. Boyd 
oj eaſſented. ] 8 3 | 


To the chird, Mr. James faid, That Mr. Hamilton 


denied what was alledged againſt him, and the contrary 


was not yet proved; and giving, but not granting that 
be had g informed, as he ſaid, How could that he char- 
ged upon us ?——At this time, Henry Love, (who came 


. vith Mr. Flint) began to ſpeak ſomewhat 3 whereupon 


Mr. James defired him to hold his peace, for he ſhould 
not be ſuffered to ſpeak, being under ſcandal. About 
this tie Michael Shields faid, That we did not- meet 
with Mr. John as a miniſter, neither did we look upon, 
but denied him to be ſuch. Upon which Mr. Flint, in 
anger, repeated his former accuſations, adding, That 
te they had confounded church and ſtate together in 
« their meetings. Had overturned our declarations in 
« paying of cuſtoms,—and that they pbſtinately held 
« and maintained the idolatrous namts of the days 


of the week, and months of the year.” After he 


had done, Mr. James anſwered to his firſt accuſation as 
is already related; and to his additional accuſations viz. 
That we had confounded. church and ſtate, c. Mr. 
James anſwered to this effect, That we altogether deni- 
ed this, neither could the ſame be inſtructed againſt us, 
but was a calumny caſt upon us by our antagoniſts: For 
we did not, nor do not look upon our meetings either 
as civil or eccleſiaſtical judicatories, but only as mectings 
of Chriſtian. ſufferers, acting jointly and unanimouſly, 
adhering to our ancient laws and covenanted work of re- 
formation, deſiring to know the duties of our day, 
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ſo in our + ſtations we might keep uß in this land, accor- 


ding to our power, the teſtimony of our Lord Jeſus 
b Chriſt, * . 


It was objected by Mr. John, That Mr. James did fi 


| in our Meetings. 


To this it was anſwered, That ne never at as a mem- 


ber i in any of theſe meetings, but only gave his advice 


in matters as a miniſter of the goſpel. 
As to the overturning of our declarations, we it was 


anſweted, That this could: not be inſtructed; for we hear- 


uy adhered to them. 
It was objected by Mr. Taku! That Mr. William Boyd 


ſaid to him, that we refiled from ſome things in them. 
To this it was anſwered, That if Mr. Boyd ſaid any thing 


amiſs concerning . he could only do it for himtelf, 


and not in our name, for he had no commiſſion from us 


for. that effect. 
It was aſked at Mr. John, If he fookbd upon our de- 


clarations as authoritative actions, publiſhed by perſons 
inveſted with authority? He anſwered, He looked u- 
pon them as publiſhed by a poor f uffering party, reduc- 
ed to their primitive ſtate, adhering to our covenanted 
work of reformation, founded upon the laudable and an- 
cient laws of the kingdom. To which it was replied, 

That we did the ſame; the publiſhers having the autho- 


rity of the law, but not of the judge. 
As for the cuſtoms, we would not defend the paying 


of the ſame, yet we did not look upvn the paying of 


them to be a ground ſufficient in itſelf of ſeparation from 
perſons, againſt whom we had no other exception, either 
as to matter of judgment or practice. 

To the laſt, viz. the naming of the days of the wok? 
Oe. it was inferred, That we did not defend the nam- 
ing of them, and heartily wiſhed the ſame were reform- 
ed, yet we did not look upon the ſimple naming of 
them as a ſufficient ground of ſeparation from any per- 
ſon, neither did we think this time of our broken and 
confuſed ſtate fit for reforming the ſame, we having 
greater and weightier matters to be exerciſed with; and 
as Mr. Durham ſays, Nothing ſhould be done but what 
© js for the good of the church. | 

It was objected by Mr. John, That the reformation 
of them was both neceſſary and eaſy to be accompliſh-' 


ed. To which it was anſwered, That we did not ſee 
| | the 
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the abſolute neceſſity of it at this time, neither ſuch an 
eaſy thing as he ſaid, © Fes vhs 

It was further obj=&ted by Mr. John, That the nam 
ing them was contrary to ſcripture, as'Pfal. xvi. 4. Hoſ. 
ii. 16, 17. To which it was anſwered, That theſe ſcrip-' 
tures had a relation to the not worſhipping of idols, and 
not to the ſimple naming of them, other ways they ſhould 
be contrary to ſome other places of ſcripture, where the 
names of idols are mentioned. E 

It was aſked at Mr. John, Whether James Ruffel his 
joining with and ſtudying under Cocceians was ſinful or 
not? To which he refuſed to anſwer. . 
Moreover, it was aſked at him, How he would recon- 
eile two of his letters written to us, in the firſt of which 
he had commended us at an high care, and in the other, 
he had cried us as far down again; whereas, at the 
writing of both letters we were one and the ſame? To 
which he refuſed to anſwer, until he ſaw his letters. 


Touch it was fad, that enemies were making great 
advances in order to accotnpliſh their deſign of introdu- 
cing Popiſh idolatry in this land, yet it was ſomewhat, 
promiſing-like, that there was in the interval ſome ſmall 
witneſs and teſtimony given againſt it by the boys in and 
about Edinburgh, and ſome others, of whom no ſuch 
thing was expected. Againſt theſe the cruel enemy 
kythed their malice, in caufing ſome of them ſuffer even 
unto death, and puniſhing others by ſcourging and im- 
priſonment. This, as it demonſtrated the cruelty of the 
adverſaries, which as it was ſevere and implacable againſt 
any who manifeſted the leaſt diffatisfaction at their wic- 
ked courſes, ſo it is not to be paſſed without obſervation, 
that when many were ſilent whoſe place, and office cal- 
led them to ſpeak and appear againſt Popery, that then 
even boys, Cc. ſhould be ſtirred up to ſhew ſome diſ- 
like of the ſame. 

But in the mean time, theſe enemies did not forget 
their great eye-ſore, the weſt country; but continued 
in perſecuting them, and eſpecially the United Societies, 
whoſe trials and afflictions at this time were many; for 


beſide the heavy hand of the bloody adverſary, the tongues  ., 


and pens of ſeverals were bent againſt them, they were 
loaded with reproaches and miſinformations, eſpecially 
by Alexander Gordon of Kilſteurs, one who had former- 
ly appeared very zcalous for the cauſe for which they 
9 | Hh were 
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were ſuffering, but had broken off and had joined with - 


theſe miniſters who. came over with Argyle, whom the 


Societies had no clearneſs to hear, as is related before, 


who with Robert Cathcart, c. were at no {mall pains 
to ſpread reproaches and miſinformations, not oni 2 
home in this land, but alſo accounts were ſent to 

land, and 99 ſent to Holland and turned 1 25h 
Dutch, that the means they had uſed had proved ſo fuc- 
ceſsful, that all had now left Mr. Renwick, but about a 
hundred poor, filly, daft bodies, that were now running 
through with him and robbing the country, c. Their 
activity in this work was great. Alexander Gordon fore- 


ſaid, went to. Bafs and Blackneſs priſons with ſome pa- 
pers, (wherein were fad and heavy miſre preſentations of 


the ſocieties, drawn up, as was ſuppoſed, by ſome + of 
whom better things were expected) which he ſhewed to 
and left with theſe miniſters that were in the ſaid priſons 
and a perſon who knew nothing of it before, coming ia, 


to viſit ſome of the priſoners obs after Mr. Gordon 


had been there, got a copy of theſè papers, which was 
brought to the General Meeting, which'met at Heel. 
gannoch, upon the Ith of Aprit, 1686. | | | 


4 ARTER prayer. and modelling of the meeting, there | 
was. read before them a letter to ſome miniſters of the 


'Baſs, ſubſeribed by William Lockhart and John Dick- 


fon, whereof Alexander Gordon was the bearer ; and. 
two papers the one intitled, an information againſt Mr. 


 Renwick's party, given in to miniſters; and, the other 


an account of, the conference at Frierminion, Fanuar 
28th, 1686. (a true account of which is already given.) 
In both theſe papers there are many grofs falſehaods and 
miſrepreſentations of perſons and things ; ſuch as, That 
Mr. Renwick was Preſes in that meeting at Frierminion ;- 
— That they have arrogate to themfelves the government 
of both church and ſtate, and the management of - both. 
civil and eccleſiaſtical affairs—by the ſame perſons and 
aſſembly ; That they have conſtitute themſelves into, 
and aſſume the title of a Convention of Eftates and 
have acted accordingly, in a legal authoritative depoſing 
of the late King, reſcinding, calling and annulling all 
the acts and ſtatutes made by him ſince the year 1660. 
They next 1 upon ſome things in the tirit- call 5 | 
88 
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che miniſters,' altk& they neu that; che ſumie was form 


reſiled from, and ſeveral W in it retracted and con- 


demned by the following meeting, (as is already ſheen 
and although ſeverals of them (particularly Kilſteur 
were principal agents in, and managers of that call. 
Finally, they ſay, that the very cauſe for which the 
ſodertypeople refuſed to join with them, was, becauſe 
of their ambiguity in their anſwers in the foreſaid mes- 
ting at Frierminion, and becauſe they on it as their du. 
ty to call and hear ſuch miniſters as have owned and do 
own and adhere to the true received principles of the 
church of Scotland, founded upon the written word of 
God, and whatſoever declarations and- teſtimonies, for- 


mer or later, particular or more Ln are deten 


thereto, —— 0 

The hearing of theſe papers was not a little afeAit 
to the meeting, not only upon the account that the ſo- 
cteties were ſo ſadly miſrepreſented in the fame q hut al- 
ſo that they were ſo miſrepreſented to ſome mikiiſters 
for hom they had a great reſpeQ, and of whoſe Aer 
thy they deſired to be ſharers. I 

But although the conſideration of Wel things was "oy 


. ry heavy and grievous, yet the conſciouſneſs of their be. 


ing innocent and free as to the moſt weighty charges caſt 
upon them, was helpful to them under the ſame. AM 
any who will be at the pains to conſult the Inforinatory a 
Vindication, (printed after this) and the account of the 

proceedings Wk he laſt Pee (related before) wil 


clearly ſee how ſadly they are wronged.” © 0D 
The meeting, after deliberation concerning Ade w | 


their duty in reference to theſe papers, did reſolve and 
think it expedient that Mr, James Renwick, Mr. "Wil: . 
liam Boyd, George Hill, James Wilſon and Mieliael 
Shields, "ould be defired to draw up a paper contaiting 
a vindicition of our principles and practices, in anſwer 
to the moſt material of the accuſations 5 
tions contained in the informations give in againſt us 

as alſo, a true relation of the conference at e 


and bring it to the next ein that _ might 2 


der the ſame. ; | 
Though this work vas bbeh⸗ nopleaſant-an@ 2 del 


ef yet the ſame was judged neceſſary in order to vin- 
dicate themſelves and the cauſe they gwned from theſe 
Aue Barger. 10 100 was the riſe A 0ccalign, of 84 
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35 Vindications/ But before it was prin, 
it was more than once reviſed'®. - 

It was alſo, at this meeting, reſolved and e 
that every member of this meeting ſhould acquaint and 
deſire the reſpective ſocieties from whom they were ſent, 
to provide, themſelves of arms, and to bring the ſame 
with them when opportunity ſhould offer to hear the 
goſpel, and alſo. to General Meetings for di own and 
their brethren's defence. | 

The occaſipn of this reſolution, was, that went per- 


| ams had of late become {lack and remiſs in this. 


And it was appointed that the next meeting ſhould 
meet at Auchengilloch, upon the firſt Wedneſday of May 


next. This General Meeting was appointed to meet 
the ſooner, that the . of . en * 


ee. 


Tux Enemies went on ſtill in thelr wicked deſigns 
to introduce Popiſh idolatry, and inſlave the nation; 


and for effectuating thereof, they endeavoured to get 


Papiſts advanced to places of power and truſt. But the 
penal ſtatutes, which are the legal bulwarks of our religion, 
which incapacitate and exclude all Papiſts from the leaſt 
of theſe places, ſtanding in their way, they reſolved to 
have hel: removed; and for that called a Parlia- 
ment that met in April, to which the Earl of Murray 
was Commiſſioner ; In which they were diſappointed 
2 what was expected, conſidering what men that 

nken Parliament were) as to the taking away of the 
Fenal ſtatutes, upon account of which they were ſoon 
diſſolved. And contrary to all law, by virtue of the u- 
furped abſolute power, ſeveral Papiſts were advanced, 
not only after this time, but alſo before it. In the mean 


time, the weſt country and ſeveral other places wanted 


not perſecution and trials; z and in particular the ſocie- 
ties had ſeveral difficulties to grapple with, and among 
other things the reproaches caſt upon them, and miſrepre- 
lentations of their proceedings, as is before related. 


| WnnkzroRr, according to the appointment of the 


190 re 4 wa af a paper or vindication was 
| brought 


® Mr. William Bo 4 haviog the principal hand in drawing the 

11 draught of it octifoned it to reed the more reviſing. But 

by l. unſati ſarixfaFory, it was afterward tranſcribed and altered 

hy 1%, 5 James Renwick, See his 45 Letter, and his Lite 
18e . 9 8.88 | . 


cation was read in part; but 


at 


merly to. debauch and infnare the conſciences of people 


DD” _ waar” Ts ww 
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After prayer and — — ung g the vindi- 


rheplace mconvenientat the time to ſtayin, it was thought 
fit to go to ſome houſe. Accordingly the meeting hav- 
ing parted that night, conveened the next day, before 


whom the ſaid paper was read, and ſome things helped 
in it. But the further eonſideration thereof was thought 


fit to be referred to another time. 
In the mean time, it was appointed that the 20th of 


May ſhould be obſerved by all our ſocieties a day of 
faſting and prayer unto the Lord, that he would give 
bebe, counſel and direction | how to do and what to do 


in the affair concerning that paper of vindication, and 
that if it be not for his glory and the advantage of his 


- cauſe that it may be cruſhed and not itted to come 


any further: But if it be conducive for theſe ends, that 
he would cduntenance and bleſs it, and that he would 


be the management of that affair in his own hand. 


It was appointed that the next meeting ſhall meet 
upon the firft Wedneſday of June next. 


Al ETA the cruel enemy had endeavoured much for= 


by wicked'oaths and bonds; yet as not bein g weary there- 


of, in the interval betwixt the laſt meeting and this, 
there was a Bond called the Bond of Regulation impoſed 


by many noblemen and gentlemen upon their tenants in 
obedience to an act made in Queenſbery's parliament, and 
ſome cauſed it to be inſert in their tacks ; by which the 
takers obliged themſelyes to live regularly, keep the 
kirk, and refrain from eonventicles, Cc. which in the 


enemies ſenſe, was, not to withſtand but ſtupidly to 


comply with whatever was impoſed. o this (alas !) 


many yielded, though others were helped to refuſe it, 
and choſe rather to ſuffer than to in. In the mean 


time, (though not many of the wanderers had this ten- 


tation, being put fromtheir poſſeſſions before, yet) they 
wanted not their ſhare of other trials and perſecutions of - 
the time, which (to the praiſe of free grace) did rather 


animate than cool their zeal, and ftir them up to dili- 


| gence in duty. But one thing was very afflicting and 
heavy to bear, viz. the reproaches caſt upon them not 
=_y by n but e even by chaſe who „1 have 


been 
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brought to this General Mebting, which a met at N | 
gilloch, upon the 5th of May, 1686. 1 1 


regard it was long, and 
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deing ſtrengtbners of, ann Umpathizers with - nn 


their afflictions, from hjelithey endeavoured to clear 
-themſelvcy, and vindicane cht cuuſe by publiſhing a Vin- 
dication, which was again brought Ae meeting, which 

nne . the 2d MEE = 


* * "+3 * y # + / © 


N „Ws, 5 aer ——— nnd, melting of the Meet- 


Ing, the Vindication was again taken to_ conſideration : 


But the further rev of n was thought: ets be de. 
- layed a little, —— 5 


Mr. William Boyd eats this meeting, nd having 


n inclination to go out of the land: But defiring to 


Ero the Meeting's mind therein, and to have their con- 
"Tent: thereto, propoſed to them, what they thought of 
ihis going abroad to reviſe his ſtudies“; And de fired to 
know if they would give him a teſtificate, in order to his 
ordination where jag r enn, Ae. n 1 994 
ty to obtain it. 

The Meeting after Jeliberbtion, 3 an an- 
ſwer could not be preſently; given him. Wherefore it 
was thought fit that every one of the Commiſſioners 
ſhould be deſired to acquaint the Societies they came from, 


-of the fame. And that a day via. June 10th) for ſup- 


tion: and prayer to the Lord, ſhould be obterved by 


* Thom! to ſeek light and counts what to do, and: how to 
do in that affair. : . AER. 

A alſo that another meeting ſhonld de Sbeinted Us 
Pon the aqath of the ſame month, at Auchengilloch, unto 


Which, thefe who come, ſhould bring with them the 


. -mind of their Society in that matter. 


| ACCORDINGLY 2 theetingiclic eonveen; (day and 
place foreſaid) to which Mr. Boyd having come, he de- 
\ctared that (with reſpect to what they were about con- 


_ {cerning him) it was not his reſolution at the time either 


to ſeek, or take ordination; albeit he ſhould get the op- 


N portunity to obtain it lawfully, but only to go abroad for 
ne r his "Fhiough his AY ys to be 


his 
4 IP | 
* It is 1300 * ane be finding bis Sees — vin 
Gieatioa was not ac zeptable, wanted by -going ab: road. 20. ſhift 
tor himſeif, and ſhun it. 
＋ His Slaton in this, appeared afterward, and as ſame 
accounts bear, he bad then obtained à teſtißtale from ſome of 
the miniſters-who were oppokie to the Societies, in order to di- 
vide them amongſt themſelves, in which- he was ſucceſsful}, 
dee more of him in Reavick's hn; diz. 44, 45, 54, 585 


ed br. 


rn 


tis end arid defign-3n (going/om/of the land; helped to 
cloar ſutne f erſons in the meeting, as to their giving of” 


Which letter being written was ſent : Whereunts, nc. + 
Jong aftar Me. Hamilton returned an anſwer. A cep yy, 


thro! the: Lord's aſliſtance be inſtruments of very muck = } + 
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their conſent to kis going abroad; yet there being ſome 
differences betwixt him and ſeverals in the focictics; it 
was thought fit to ſpeak of them at this time: Netcord- 
ingly there was. ſundry things Ggnificd to him by ſeverl® © 
pcrtons,, which had been offenſwe. Whereunte he ale 
ſwered particularly; which did in ſome meaſure ſatisfy” 
the meeting. Wbereupon he, at the meeting's' deſire; 
giving it under his hand, in u paper called his teſtimo- 
ny, that he was in one judgment with the ſocieties, as / 
to the controverſies of the time, and that he did not 
leave thera through any diſſatisfadtion at them, or to diſ- 
join from them ; they thought they could not refuſe to 
give their conſent to his going abroad, only in order to 
reviſing of his ftudies, nor to give him à teſtiſicate f 
chriſtian carriage while converfarit among them, wick 
being drawn up after the meeting, was delivered to him, 
who not long after this went away. 
The. Meeting. further reſolued that a letter ſhould be 
vrritten to Mx. Robert Hamilton, in order to kn how — 2 
it was wit k Mr. Lining, who was with him in Lerwar - 
den getting the benefit of learning from a miniſter in tar 
place, defiring him that if Mr. Lining be found qualiſed. 
that he wol lay out himſelf to procure his ördinatiouun. 


* 

r * 

of the lotter follows. ©: = 
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Auch honoured Sir, WELOT of Or 8 E 

HIS is amongſt our greateſt complaints, the want © 5 
- 7 of:thie:preached goſpel, in a powerful manner, _, 
and plentifub meaſure; and the caſe of our land ſerms to 
be ſo now, hat if there were but ſome few minifters to 
concur. with: us, and plenyth the country; they might 8 965 


good, For there is not only a general willingneſs, but f 1 
allo a great longing and anxiety amongſt people, thro , 
xry much off tlie country, to hear the goſpel: So that 

ye may WF is with us as in Ifa. xli. 17, The paar ah 
Leech) ſeek waver, and there is mne, and their tongue Fail- 
eth jor thin. Whatever the Lord purpoſeth to bring 
out of it, there ; now a mere earneſt defire after the word; 
thai we have gbſerved formerly amongſt the people: 


4 % * 
4 — 
* * » — 
/ 2 
- : Fi * 
Ed 8 — — - — 


5 
z * 4 1 


"+ | 1 sch "Letter to © | 


\ Yea ſeerain * threatenings and cr of the 8 
would not much terrify them from following of the goſ- 


5 N pel, from mountain to mountain. And alſo how -confirm- 


ing and comforting would it be tothe people? and what 
2 mean would it be to wipe off ſome of our reproach 
from amongſt men, to have miniſters concurring toge- 
ther, ſeeing with one eye, and ſpeaking with one mouth, 
working with one hand, and lifting with one ſhoulder. 
0 cry, mightily to the Lord that he would ſupply with 
help in this caſe. We doubt not but theſe conſiderati- 
ons will have great weight with you. | 
Hence we deſire 1/, to know if Mr. Thomas's maſter 
looks upon him to in any tolerable capacity as to li- 
_ terature for ſubjecting to ordination. And if not, we 
would have him go to the Univerſity. of Groningen, 
and are willing to maintain him there for a ſeaſon. Al- 
fo let us know your own thoughts, if the Lord be fitting 
him for the work. 2dly, We deſire to know if you have 
any juſt exceptions againſt him, that will bear weight, 
and if ſo, to acquaint us with the ſame. But 3diy, If 
there be none, and if he be at the time fit, we efire 
that you will lay out yourſelf to the uttermoſt of your 
power, for'a valid, and lawful ordination of War; wich 
as great expedition as poſſible. - 

However we defire previouſly to argc = the 
miniſters by whom you expect him to be ordained, and 
where they are ſtanding, that our conſcienees may be ſa- 
tisfied anent them, and we may timeouſly give our con- 
ſent. As alſo we would be previouſly acquainted (if the 
Lord ſhall be pleaſed to carry it through) with the time 
of his ordination, that we may keep Wee apart be- 
fare the Lord upon that account. 

So praying that, the Lord may direct ang) aſt you in 
that affair, and may ſtrengthen and comfort you in all 
your combats for his precious truths, and may help you 
to behave in the midſt of the generation, ſo as you may 
have his teſtimony, and may grant you grace to peric- 
vere unto the end. We remain, | 


5 | 2 Much dane welt” f dear Sir, YT, 2 &c. 
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To this Lelter Mr. Hahilton . 1 Ale to 154 
1 Rat all doors abroad ſeemed at this time to be 
ſhut. for Mr. Lining's 18 8 85 | And as for his s going 
to 4 Evlledge there, he es, that. he -woul be 7 
thing that milght "Ye" . Lining's encoutagement 
| Nevertheleſs the colleges being accompanied Wi h. ſo 
many ſhares, and ſo little vantage he eguld ſee he wou 
have by them, he having already (as his maſter had in- 
Wee him thade ſufficient progrels i in his ſtudies ; 3 he 
could not adviſe to it, but, on. be contrary Judged it. 4 


very way fitteſt, that be were amongſtthe ſocieties, 255 
5 


might ſerve more for clearing of them as to what £ 
' bgnett concerning Mr. Lining, than it was poſlile ! 
him or any man to judge of Sie there, And. thaw 52 
he was hot for tris; going to the Univetlity of Fm 69s 
nor to that of Vir cht, Vet he wrote. a 
time ke ſhould want no "Encouragement h. he 9900 24. 
ther give him, or make for him. -. 

It was likewiſe reſolved by the Meeting chat a letter 
ſhould de written to Mr. Lining; which was . 
* done. THER tenor of which followeth. 


1 LR, : 
E think you are neß ignerant bob the 182 

vineyard in this land ftands in great need of ls 
We ere is ſuch a general anxiety in ople thro? 
many hires, to have the word trul = ichen Ily 
preached-unto them, that would draw 25 bęarts 2 
were not obdured, io pity their condition ; ; and v we hope 
you are not unwilling. 10 put to your hand to the work * 
the miniſtry, for the cortverfion and confirmation of 8 


and the advancement of the Lord's spr reclous thou K con- 


troverted truths, as he ſhalt a door for your r 
forth. ; 0 6 * 

Therefore we  defite 12 ,, That F Fe would fi 1185 ity unto 
us by writing, your concurring Van the prefent ſtated 
teſtimony, and that ye are {till of the fame mind, as fo 
what you have expreſſed in your teftimony, for the fur- 
ther ſatisfying the conſciences, eſpecially of theſe a- 
mongſt us, who are not acquainted with you. 

2dly, If you find yourſelf in any tolerable capacity for 
ubjeCing to ordination, that you. preſently ſeek after 
the ſame in a valid and lawful way: But if you. do rati- 
onally apprehend Wy unfitneſs at the time, * Fg 

a”. - 


2 


_— 


e reer 


# go Mr. Lining's Anſwer returned. 
* "tle more literature would help, we would have vou tak - 
. ing ſome public college at Grohi gen, and we are wil- 


ling to maintain you there. But 


- 


Za, Before ye ſubject to ordination by any miniſters, 
we defire that you will ſignify unto us what they are, and 
where they ſtand, that our conſciences may be ſatisfied 
anent them, and particularly what caſe the Preſbytery of 
Groningen is now in, and a more full clearing of the 
Foul ſtain, of Eraftianiſm, which would come beſt from 
themſelves, in anſwer to the letter written unto them 
with Colin Aliſon, whereof we deſire you to put them 
__ _ Thus we exhort you to ſet the Lord before your eyes, 

to ſeek his glory only, and to go on in nothing without 
himſelf, otherwife you ſhall come off with his difhon- 
our, and your ſhame :, So praying the Lord may give 
vou a ſpirit for what work he hath to put in your hand: 


Yours, &c. 3 


> , Subſcribed in our name, by our appointment. 
MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


.. To this Letter Mr. Lining returned anfwer of the 
date Auguſt 1685, which I thall ſet down in his own 


1 * * * my n * 


4 As to your deſires, 1 {hall ſatisfy you as ſhortly as I 


And firſt, hereby I declare I am of the fame mind 
with what I left ſubſcribed with mine own hand by a 
of teſtimony, which I ftil own, as I have there expret- - 

As to the /erond of your deſires, viz. If I be in any 
tolerable capacity to fubject to ordination, &c. 

I anſwer, what means I have uſed have been all in 
rivate, ſo that I cannot fo well know my wants, until 

I be a little in public, and there fee and hear others. 
However I deſire to be plain with you, that within 3 
month, if the Lord continue the preſent means which 
he hath provided, I will be near twice through all the 
common heads of divinity. And as for the Hebrew I 
have gotten ſome knowledge of it, and the Greek I have 
fome what reviſed it : But doubtleſs I would be the bet- 
ter as to my learning of a little ſpace at the Colledge 1 
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| Central Meeting, une a 1686. 2111 
reviſe all. Therefore what you ſee fit ſor my maintain- 
ance there, you may ſend it with the firſt oecaſion 

As for ordination I ſhall uſe all lawful means to have 
it cleanly and according to your mind, for I intend to 
do nothing 2 2 — _— mind, 
uainting you t ith, that I may have your 
—— Wel and conſent thereto, before: I fake 
myſelf to any whomfoeyer2 But I am very apprehenfive 
that there ſhall be no ordination had in thir lands, for 
Groningen was the only place that it could have been 
expected at, but I have heard lately that there is an act 
4 made by them ſince Mr. James Renwick was ordained, 
ö that no man ſhall paſs there, without he ſubſcribe the 
act of the Synod of Dort, Heidelberg Catechiſm, and 
their on Confeſſion of faith. True it is, that this is 
the ordinary engagement of the miniſters in thir lands, 
yet the Synod of Dort ratifying their forms, cannot be 
ſubſcribed unto by any of our church; and for my part, 
I intend never to ſubſcribe it, though I ſhould never be 
ordained z for God calls no man to do evil that good may 
come of it, though ſometimes he may bring good out of 
our evils; this is of his wonderful wiſdom and mercy; 
which is not be to abuſed, neither is the rule of our duty. 
Let this ſhall not hinder me from trying, though I 
fear a refuſal, that ſo the blame may ly at their door, ' 
and not be imputed to our negligence, - ain 


It was in like manner reſolved by the Meeting that 
Mr. James Renwick, with James Wilſon, Doctor Furd, 
and Michael Shields, ſhould be deſired to go and ſpealcx 
with Mr. Anthony Slie, a miniſter in Cumberland in 
England. Beis , D nn 
| The occaſio of this reſolution vas the account given 
ny to this meeting, by ſome friends (that had. travelled in 
England) of this miniſter that he was concerned with the 
in cauſe and teſtimony ſuffered and contended for by the 


ntit ſocieties, and a ſympathizer with them in their afflic- 
3. tions: And therefore to be more and better acquainted © 
in 3 with him it was thought fit to deſire theſe perſons to go 

ach and confer with him, from. whom the Meeting expected 


an account, that ſo if he were found ſuch as the ſocieties 
could hear, and join with, theſe perſons might invite 
and call him to preach the goſpel among them. 

| Accordingly theſe perſons above named went to Cum- 
berland and converſed with the ſaid niiniſter. 


11 * 


es 2 ee EE. 


an Coed Mening, en 1686. 
F Hm reſolved. hy the Meeting chat Colin 

+ © , Alifon and Willam Nairn . 80 to Ireland aud pak 
wich Mr; David Houſtoun, a miniſter there, in order to 


F e r ſtat⸗ 
271 - Alſo in re _ ere were ſeveral had things talked = 
| him in this were deſſrecl to:lay aut them- 


ſelves to ſearch after the truth ar falſehoad of: theſe re. 
ports; but not to give him a Call to come to Scotland, 
but only: to give an account af their diligence ta the 
Meeting, that ſo it might eee What | Was 
£ further their: duty towards him. 
The occaſion of this reſolutiqn was an account given 
to this meeting that Mr. David was concerned with our 
teſtimony, and a contender againſt defections in Jreland, 
Accordingly preſently after the meeting, the tud young 
men went away, an account of whoſe diligence here fol. 
Jows, which I got from one of themſelves. 
When they went to Ireland, they firſt wwugbt fee 
ſome perſons to hom they were recommended, and 
meeting with them told them their errand, and ___ 
them baneſt, deſired their afiſtance, and that ſome of 
them would take ſo much time as to go through the 
with them and be preſent to hear what paſt be- 
twixt Mr. Houſtoun and them, which accordingly two 
or three did; they paſſed through the country they 
CES — with ſeveral ſtrange reports of Mr. David, and laid 
out themſelves ſo far as es could, to enquire after the 
3 of them. They found indeed that every per- 
n had heard, of 83 and every one almaft, a ded a 
new one, yet could find no perſon, either of theſe who 
were for him, or af others, that could make out any of 
theſe reports, The moſt honeſt, and others alſo, be⸗ 
keved them to be but reports, and the effects of preju- 
= which {everals who were oppoſite to us, had at 


However, this. did not fatisfy ſome, as the things 
were reported in ſuch a probable manner, wherefore 
they collected together what ſeemed moſt material, and 
had the greateſt appearance of truth in them, in erder to 
ki _—_ before Mr, David himſelf when ther! met with 

m 

+7 Ace- 


+ By. other accounts it appears that thele accuſations were 
ehicf $4 raſh, h marſh, uncharitable refle&tions upon ſome of ibe 
Wick ed mini 5 and 1 en. who were agaick pub- 
i eflifying again | 


e of at the time; fo many concluded that they, 
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+&ccordingly having 


mot with him (where - were alſo 


ſeveral of our friends) they gave Mr. David a relation of 


the ſtate of our teſtimony, to which in every e | 


agree. They alſo. gaue him a ſhort account: 
caſiem and manner ot our focieties uniting rogetlier, 2 


of our General e gd All RARER he 00; Tg 
meid ed. 1 


In ſhort, amade ich to San! 


every [ 
particular, enlarging very much im bleſſing the Lord for, 


and admiring” his 2 2 cy towards. 
that poor: people in ſo ng guiding them in the 
right way. And particularly in ſpiriting them ſo zeal- 


— againſt the defections of miniſters, race. e 4, 
pliance with the corruptions of. the time. 


In the end they told him, although they were but 
ſtrangers ta him, yet they hoped he would not take it 
ill, that they let him — that they had met with ſe- 
veral ſtrange reports concerning Ri, whith fomewhar 
troubled them, but they were hopeful: he was able to 


make his innocency to a He took this very well, 


and *pplauded them ; for uſing ſo much freedom 
with him. | 


In ſhort, as 2 Ag 4 related the ſame to nim, be 
gave an anſwer, to each of them: And that with ſuch 4 


geſture, d in ſuch words and expreſſions, as could 


not but give him the greateſt of their charity. Then he 
prayed, as he did likewiſe, when he began. Jo return, 
It was reſolved by the Meeting that the-8th of Jul 
next he obſerved by the Societies, a day of prayer unta: 
the Lord, that if it were for his glory, he would fit 
Thomas Lining for the work of the miniſtry, and open 
a door for his Iawful ordination there being at the time 
great need of faithful miniſters, As alfo, to ſeek coup- 
{el and direction what to do anent calling bome of Mr. | 
Hamilton, | | 
And it was reſolved that the.next General Meetin 


8 
ſhould meet · at eee upon me TU day of BW 
guſt next. £ 


As before the laſt meeting, ſo Nets. it and this, 
there were ſtrange apparitions and prodi gies ſcen in the 


Weſt, particularly the falling of bonnets, and armies, as 


guns, ſwords, ſpears, tc. which as they were much 


pres 
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preſaged gar ns more than ordinary: that tltis land 
net e ee $61 age bed 
n er Wo SUE i; 
"Accomp; to the eint of the laſt meeting. : 
a General Meeting conveened at * ern 11 6 
18th of Auguſt 1686. 1 N {616 058) pet: 
After prayer, and modelling of the meeting, Nr. T 
James Renwiek gave an account that he and ſome others 
according to the deſire of the laſt me had gone to 
Cumberland and converſed with Mr. — lie, a mi- 
miſter, about the. controverſies of this anch and -ſhew. | 
ed him how our cauſe was at this time ſtated: Againſt 
which,” Mr. Anthony told then he bad potking: to ob- 
ject but agreed therewith. To nen 3 
Babel we meeting was wel ditaficd and wiad- at 
the hearing of this account, yet it was thought fit and 
requiſite, before any more was concluded anent him that 
two men, viz. John Latimer and John Matthiſon, ſhould 
go and converſe further with him, anent gur cauſe/ and 
' teſtimony for which: the ſocteties were ſuffering and con- 
tending {theſe who formerly went, having had but ſhort 
time with him) and give an account thereof to the next n 


Accordingly, John Matthiſon and 33 i 
in place of his brother John, went to Cumbegland and 
converſed with Mr. Slie. But their report was either 
not given, or elſe I have forgot it. However though 
Mr. Slie came not to Scotland to preach, yet he conti- 
nued to have a reſpect to our teltimony, d a ſympathy 
with the owners thereof. | 

There was read at this mating; a Later from Ro- 
bert Hamilton, wherein he deſired they ſhould write to 
Embden, excuſing themſelves for not doing it. ſooner, 
and give thanks for-the many favours received at ſeveral 
times from them. Though this was thought a duty, yet 
it was not written until after the next nn an ac- 
count of which ſhall be given. 

It was alſo reſolved by the Meeting that Mr. Janed 
Renwick with Michael Shields ſhould be deſired to re- 
viſe and tranſcribe the Vindication and preſent it to the 
next meeting. According to this reſolution the vindi- 
cation was reviſed and written again. 

It was further reſolved by them that the day of 
Auguſt ſhall be obſerved by our has a ay: of "aſt \ 

and 


wh ed, both formerhy-and of ate. 
A ad it was appointed that the next Meeting ſhould : 
conveen at , upon the 22d of September next. 


45 the interval betwixt the laſt and this meeting, the 
caſe of the land was in general as before; and ale the 
Societies, many of whom were taken, and others hunt- 
About the time of this meeting, the cruel enemy to 
carry on their dreadful deſigns, and to make the ſoldiers 
then on foot more fit for miſchief (who were before ſxi- 
ful enough, of which they had given - ſufficient proof 
and to have the more aſſurance for their acting whatever | 
they ſhould, be commanded, be it never ſo Rand 
barbarous; impoſed an oath upon the moſt part of them, 
both foot and, horſe, which (as re d) was to this 
effect: That they ſhall not fight again their king upon 
any pretence whatſoever, but ſerve him upon all occafi- 
ons, and ' obey his laws and commands whatever they 
ſhould be. Some few refuſed it, and were put in pri- 
ſon. Ze. 08 3 


Ar the time appointed by the laſt meeting, iz. the 
22d of September 1686, A General Meeting conveened 
1 * * | 


After prayer and modelling of the meeting, it was re- 
ſolved by the Meeting that a Letter ſhould be ſent to 
Embden. _ | WP 1 1 
Ihis Letter was accordingly drawn up and ſent with 
with James Wilſon, who not long after this meeting 
went abroad, being deſired by ſome perſons who were 
together at Glaſgow to go and carry this Letter, and a 
Letter to Mr. Gerkima and ſome others, and to take 
with him a copy of the vindication, that Mr. Hamilton, 
Mr. Lining and Mr. Boyd, as alſo Mr. Douglaſs then at 
London, might ſee the ſame, and ſend their ſentiments 
concerning it here. | 
This was thought neceſſary to be done, that it might 
be known what objections they had againſt it, and if 
they had none to get their counſel and advice anent it 
and concurrence with it. | 1 : 
Whereupon James Wilſon having undertaken the 
voyage, received and delivered the letters, and tak ig 
* copy. the vindication with him, ſhewed it py the 
5 . 4 „ tore - 
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© Right Henurnble, and dearly belbvel in the Lord, 
8 Chriſt is love, and the pattern of it, ſo he favs 
N unto his diſciples, that his is his commandment (by 
Faß of excdllency) hat they lave one attether. Love a. 
mongſt the ehüdren is a thing well-pleafing to the Fa- 
her and very advantageous to themſelves ; yea, it is 
fone reſemblance of heaven. 80 we Have good ground 
to acknowledge that the effects of your love toward us 
have not been reſtrained j we. have received frequent to- 
Tens of your ſympathy and cohcernedneſs with a poor 


remmant who are waſted, and yet not confumed in 
the furnace of afflition. The effects of hour bounty 
"Have been largely and frequently manifeſted toward us, 
"whereof we are neither infenfivle nor forgetful, albeit 
ve have given you but tos much ground to apprehend' ſo 
of us, by our long and ungrateful ſilence, wherein we 
_ cannot well excuſe onrſelves. However, being conſci- 
Sus that we neither forgot nor yet deſpiſed your grateful 
denefts, which came always in feafon unte us, and in 
ſttze time of particular diſtreſſes ; we have ſome confidence 
ts requeſt for your favourable conſtruction of that omiſ- 
fon in us, of not returning unto you timeous and due 
thanks; we being kept in a chaſed and toſſed condition by 
"the common enemy, and alfo perplexed with various 
and confuſing buſtneſs from other hands, multiplying. 
themſelves upon ùs; therefore we hope you will not 
Took upon us as a peofie forgetful of your benefits, but 
rather loaded and borne down with burdens and troubles 
ok ſeveral Kinds. Albeit our long filence may have done 
"hurt both to you, in giving you occaſion to miſconſtruct 
bf us, and to our right hofiourable delegate Mr, Robert 
Hamilton, in marring his confidence with you, and alſo 
to ourſelves, in making us ſorry (which yet we could 
not help) for the great occaſion of your poſſible miltake 
anent us; which yet we hope your favourable compaſſion 
nt RSIEA on . 
What fhäll we ſay ? we acknowledge ourſelves your 
"debtors, and though we in this our low condition can- 
not give you any recompence, yet we deſue to pri 
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| chat the Lord would be y exceeding rich x6w 
| heggig the continuance &: your- ſympathy, and t 
you would not ceaſe to pray teryently,Zor us, fox we 
not help nor extricate ourſelves out of manffold cafami« 
ties and diffieulries,, but we geſire to have aur 1 waiting 
eyes toward the Lord, whoſe" faithfulneſs fails not, and 
who is a preſent help in time of need, It is true, though 
wan of astbe appr chended and killed by the t . 
verſaries yea, ſeverals without either trial ar — 
or pre vidus tim to delete upon death, and v 
ny old and young women baniſhed, to de ſold as — 
yet the Lord ſhews his. goodneſs and power in raiſing uß 
others in their places, and preſctving a remnant, and 
continuing the, teſtimony: - Howbeit, we are under great: 
apprehertſions and fears of ſome ſad and univerſal {izoke. 
upon this land, whether by a ſudden, maſſaere or 4 Walks: 
ing and deſolating war, the Lord knoweth' Vet confi 
d-ring the heinous«abaminations.of out time, the great 
and general apoſtacy from God, the exceſs of profanity, 
the grievous breach of covenant, the blaſphemous arro- 
gation in robbing King CHRIS TT of TA Ne bt 
ropatives; the changing of his ordinances, the 
tuting of idolatry and ſuperſtition, the execrable; an 
horrid cruelty of tho common adyepſayy;: the, deteſt a 
and lamentable_lukewarmneſs, temporizing and FR 3: oe 
| on of man minĩſters and pro feflors 4 we cannot rh. 
but God will rain down Nia and fore judgments. Als; 


nant enemy are intended: not againſt us only, 1 
all the churches of Chriſt through Europe: 


iis a tine when none ſhould be ſecure, but all vi wh | 
to gong ſecure 2 from the Pain 5 


tyranny and u tion of the beaſt 

But we e op ght reverend and dee bat 
we AIDE ipeak of fucks thing td yo:!,. whom-we. ex- 
dect to be on your guard againſt the wiles and. fury df the. 
devil and his inſtruments. It is not fit for- us to exhort 
you, yet let us take our fare wel of you at this tune, with', 
the words of tlie ae e therefore, havin Jour + 
hiins girt about with er and having an the breaffsplate - 


Y righ 1 , 2 Sad with the propa ration of - 
the goſpel 7 all, taking the ſue b of faiths. 
where with ye 2 be able to nch 35 ap ann of the. 


wicked ;- and the helmet of ſalvation,” a the fward of tue 
Nei which is — 4 1 ; braun , nl, 


. 


ſo w Know, that the michinationsof the Popiſh maligs. - - | 


1 4 Lone to PA dee 1606. 
1 wit e — Le 7 2 
Ar and ior us, ho remain, | . | os Ne 8 


Nur intire, obliged n and rien in 2 N 


he Loud, 5 7 
* in our | name, as at our appoininent, 


MICHAEL urs 


k was alfo reſolved by the meeting, that a | Letter 
be written and ſent to Mr, Gerkima,. a miniſter of 
the goſpel at Leewarden, to whom we were much ob- 
liged, Pony for his kindneſs to Mr. Lining. 
Which according! ok was drawn up and ſent with, James 


Wilſon a copy hich letter _ 
w, "2065 = 32 
Right Reverentl and in 85. N 


reformation of the church of Scotland to a very 
gh pitch, ſo that we were glorious to all our behol- 
ders; and to Hft us up above our enemies, ſo that we 
were terrible to them as an army with banners. Not- 
withſtandirig whereof, we did prove moſt ungrateful 
and forgetful of our ſolemn and ſacred oaths and cove- 
nants, and turned aſide out of the way. Howbeit, the 
Cord hath been hitherto ſo condeſeending to our poor 
land, that he always raifed up ſome to continue the 
teſtimony to the reformation, and to bear witneſs a- 
all the particular ſteps of defection and backflid- 

mgs, through” this lamentable tract of our church's a- 
poſtacy. But as the Lord's cauſe in Scotland hath been 
greatly oppoſed by the ſtated- and avowed. adverſary, 
whether the Popiſtror Prelatic party; and as the doleful 


declenſions of many who once appeared to be valiant for 
the truth, have given the work the ſoreſt wound; fo 
the pitiful mifrepreſentations and fad aſperſions of the 
contending and ſuffering part of this church, caſt upon 
them-by men of corrupt principles and practices as to the 
 eovenanted reformation, hath made our cauſe, or rath- 
er Chriſt's cauſe in our land to be greatly. ſuſpected. — 
| "wy Many among us have been hardened in their 


wick 


If pleaſed a holy and gracious Godt to e the 


Phat to chuſe and | 
ed Churches perplexed how to judge of Scotland's ſuf- 


| ng. how to act in our affairs, or what w 


found no ſuch acceſs to the foreſaid famous Univerſity of 


in ſuch a ſtrait, and to take ſome time from your weigh- _ 


| unto you for ſuch kindneſs and labour, yet) we acknow- 
* ſeaſonably 3 in a diſcouraging time. 


ve earneſtly beg), O ceaſe not to pray for the once glo- 
rious, but now defaced, deformed, 


8 n his forces and aiming at the utter undo, | 


I Later to Mr. Gerkima, 1686: 25g "i 


wicked ways, S 


ferings and contendings. Hereupon we conceive that 
8 Preſbytery, and alſo the famous univerſity * 
of Groningen have been put to a difficulty, not know- 
ha du to prove en- 

8 to us, ſince the confuſions of Scotland (by r 

ill informations of ſome who turned aide to 
ob, — of many who declined to the left hand) 
40 flee abroad as miſt through a great part of the Chriſ - 
tian world, ſo that our beloyed | Thomas Lining F 


Groningen, as ſome of our young. men bad formerly | 
done, whereby was laid upon us an obligation never to 
be ſorgotten. 

Nevertheleſs, the Lord did wonderfully tir up you, 
Right reverend Sir, to own us and ſympathize with us 


and great affairs, and to beſtow the ſame upon. _ 
orefaid ſtudent. | 


' Wherefore (though we cannot tepay what. we owe. 


ledge ourſelves your debtors, and render you many hear- 
2 ty thanks; and alſo, ve are hopeful that we ſhall never 
et ſuch a great "benefit 235 you have ſhewed . _ 


Howbeit, we expect to be yet further obliged to Tate. 
by the continuance of your ſympathy with us, and the 
help of your prayers in this furnace of affliction, (which 


d, wounded, 
and bleeding chureh of Chridt i in Scotland, And though. 

it be not fit for us tg exhort you, yet we hope ye will 
not be ſecure at this time, but = der what is a watche 
man's duty, in ſuch a day, when the Lord ſeems ſome 
way or ot er to be ae his diſpleaſure againſt his 
churche; and when the adverſary, the man of fit, is: 


ipg of the whole intereſt of Chriſt in the earth. O ſtu- 
1 do acquit yourſelf as a valiant aſſertor of all your 
aſter's prerogatives; a faithful bearer of his ſtandard : 


A reſolute maintainer of his truths, and * hene, | 
er in his Vineyard, ' 


K* 2 | *. 


28 f 
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8 obo e Meeting, en or — 4 


ES re to che grace that is m Chit 
Ne and p that be 


29 minfftry in is church, inch vifble 


rich ſpiritual 

and I blen the favour and refs ahich 
ye hive ſhewn 8 wreffling and fuffering remnunt, 
_ who according to their power are willing to ferve you: 
And to whom if you would write, it world be very wa | 


pin. "Ny remain, Aer ie 


* 


RNeigb. e your - uf hliget and 774 
ſured friends and n in the Lord, 


| Subſerihed | in our name and at our appointment, 
By MICHAEL. SHIELDS, 


* 
— N 4 
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The Meeting for that hs being dane met again; 
the next day before whom the paper of vinDIcaTt 
(which was reviſed according to the deſire of the Be: 
Meeting) was read: Some words in it were objected a- 
gainſt, and ſome ſentences debated, But the grounds 

of withdrawing from miniſters, were deſired to be fur - 
mer enlarged and more fully cleared, and brought ta 


the next meeting. And copies thereof to be fent to 80; 


4 ieties that they might more deliberately conſider the 
We,. | 
It was likewiſe reſolved that ſix men, viz. George 


A ” Hill, Gavin Wotherſpoon, William Nithet, John Clark, 


7 duty towards them, 


Alexander Narſhall, and Michael Shields, ſtoutd be 
defired to go and confer (upon the 14th of October 
xext) with Samuel Hall, Marion Stuart, Elizabeth Wil: 
ſon, Jean Hackſtoun, "and Marion Young, who had 
been in the fields with that wretched man John Gib, ta 
try (not judicially but privately) how great a length thi ey 
went in theſe blaſphemies, and ſcandalous practices with 
the faid John Gib; in order to further clearing us of our 


Accordingly two of the men nominate, vis. Gavin 
| Wotherfposn and John Clark, with ſome others, met 
I: Edinburgh the foreſaid day with ſeveril of theſe per- 
| fons, and conferred with them: The refult of which 

was, that they undertook to give an account in writing, 
vnd to ſubſcribe it, how great A tength they went * 


— 
by 


"* 1733 * — : 2 4 7 
be Foctety⸗ Teliur, 

2 * 5 1 
that they might 


concerning them 


e e me en cat 5 Letker MOHD be 


ine feld doe ae me ben 


written to Mr. David Houſtoun, and that ſome ſhould 
be ſent to Treland wich the Tame, The tenor of which 
followeth, i . < EY . e T ” 


. the 234 of Sr. 1686, 
| Right reverend Sir, © d >. 


| HEN we conſider the. geceſſity of a ſtanding 
_ goſpel miniſtry, for the Srl on of ſouls, the N 
contirmation of the converted, and the diſcovery of te 


- 


fins and duties of the time, and 1 8 Joſs that his 
poor afflicted and wreffling church hath ſuffered, in be- 
ing deprived in a great meaſure, for ſome years, of the 
ul and free preaching of the goſpel; we look upon 
it as a great duty incumbent upon us, to lay out qur- 
ſelves, in our places and ſtations, to the"utyioſt of our 
power,. to recover ſuck a ſad and lamentable loſs, aud 4 
that our land may enjoy the ineſtimable benefit of à pore 5 
powerful and plentiful goſpel; Wherefore, we hearing 

pf your zealons inclinations and affectibnis to this pobt , © 7 
ſutfering church, did ſend over ſome to confer with m 
whoſe-inforthations anent you have been fatiskying 8. wy ; 


— 
- 1% 
1 


| wheretpon we have jointly reſolved to fend oyer th 


bearer hereof, to confer further with you, arid" to ch 
vey you unto us, according to your reſolution j that 
we may meet together, which we deſire that it as, 
through the Lord's goodneſs, tend both to your and | 
bor fatisfation. os 3 
Now, reverend Bir, we hope that you wilt take this 
to your conſideration, and not look lightly upon the caſt. 
of our land for though we be low, and ſo our nerd af 
help the greater, yet we may ſay, that thraugh man 
places of Yeotland, there is now among people more long» 
ing and. earneſt-defire after the faithful and pure 7 1 5 
ing of the goſpel than formerly we have obſeryed, But 
we {hall not infiſt upon this. And as for reports anent 
Jaurſelf, (which we thought not fit to inſert here, and 
whercöf you would do well to clear yourſelf) we refet 
* | 4 ; 5 > : Jeu 
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you to the information of the bearer, until that you and 
we meet together, if the Lord pleaſe to order it ſo in his 

holy providence. Li gt: Fa 
Thus, defiring to intreat the Lord, that he may con- 
duct you ſafely unto us; and that our meeting together 
may be bleſſed with a right and full uuderſtanding of one 
another, and joint concurring together, for the advance- 
ment of his public work; and earneſtly begging the help 
of your prayers, we commend you to the grace that is 


in Chriſt Jeſus, your Maſter; and we are, 


F Reverend Sir, R 
Your endeared friends and 
e WOE 
Subſeribed in our name, and by our direction, by the 


James Bool was appointed to go to Ireland with this | 
Letter to Mr. e e e not long after 
the meeting, he did. But before he went, all our friends 
were gathered together, who had been living any time 
in Ireland, and were now reſident here, that we might 
be informed anent what they knew of Mr, David, 
They could not relate any difference in his principles 
from us, but gave in ſome accuſations againſt him, 
which they had by report, and which were all perſonalia, 
all which accuſations were written and delivered to James 

- Bool, to the end that he might when he went to Ire- 
land endeayour to get either the verity or falſehood of 
theſe things proved. And if he found them to be but 
calumnies, he was to conduct Mr, David to this land, ac- 
cording to his former reſolution. . NL 

Accordingly James Bool uſed all diligence in Ireland 
for information with reſpect to theſe reports, bringing 
ſome of Mr, David's accuſers and him face to face, and 
found no ground for the foreſaid accuſations, 

It was likewiſe appointed by the Meeting that the 
28th of October ſhould be obſerved. by our Societies, 2 
day of faſting. and prayer unto the Lord upon the ac- 
count of the hiding of his face, and withdrawing the 


Z % cc... = 


tweet 


fireet and lively influences of his holy Spirit from his 
people, and that the cauſes thereof might be ſearched 


out and mourned over, and to cry mightily to the Lord 
for his returning to his people to viſit them with his pre- 


ſence and ſalvation, and that he may pour out his Spirit 
from on high upon them. | + 


And it was reſolved that the next meeting ſhould con- 
veen at Nanlicibead, upon the 22d of December, 1686. 


Tax caſe of the country continued as before, and the 
cruelty of the enemy againſt the ſocieties was ſtill mani- 
feſted by apprehending, impriſoning, and baniſhing ma- 
ny, and moſt inhumanly murdering others in cold blood 
in the fields, Which though ſad in itſelf, yet it did 
not daunt nor diſcourage their brethren, whether thoſe 
at liberty or thoſe that were in bonds, from aſſerting and 


contending for the cauſe and teſtimon y, for adhering to 


which their blood was ſhed like water. And in the 


mean time they had many diſcouraging difficulties to 


wreſtle with, which were procured by the foremention- 
ed informations and accuſations of ſome miniſters and o- 
chers againſt them, both at home and abroad, an ef- 


fect of which appeared at this time, in a Letter from 


Mr. Hamilton of the date September 36th, 1686. And 
another effect appeared in a Proteſtation, againſt Mr. 


James Renwick, c. ſubſcribed by William M<Hutche-- 
fon in the name of all the profeſſors betwixt Dee and 
Cree, a compend of both which here follows, 


Much honoured of the 7 ES 93 


a new trial, which though a very heavy and bitter 


one, yet I could not but ſee much of the Lord's hand in 


it— Mr, Kooleman, Thurſday laſt came to this Town, 
where he had not been for ſome years before. Our 


friends called him to preach with them, where Land the 


family (viz Earlſtouns) were hearing: after the exerciſe 
he was deſired to ſtay and ſup with them, and I and my 


lifter were alſo invited. We were not well ſet down ta + 


table, when in great vehemencu, he began to inform a- 
gainſt you, and to run down all the late woe the 
half of which I could not retain, yet ſo much 


e) Which was. 


% 


A Letter by Nr. Hamilton, 1686. 264 | 


INCE my laſt to you dated Auguft gth, I have had 


it as 1 
remember I here inſert, (omitting the anſwers I then 


He- 
> > 


3Y 


6, A" Letter by Mr. Hhmilton,"1686., 

He faid, he had very diftinft accounts from ſure bands, 
that the report of a witneſſing party in Scotland, was al! 
hes. That there were about an hundred bodies there, 
ted by Renwick a poor blown up illiterate perſon, who 
but very Htely had any: profeſſion of religion; that he 
_ preached publicly but once in twenty days, or a month; 

that the people that followed him were for killing all wo 

were got. of their on judgment 3 That theatre a dread- 
ful party, who will go into a gentleman's houſe and take 
what ever makes fbr and then run away, and 

thus the poor family is both ſpoiled by them, and laid o- 

pen to the enemies perſecution 3 that their fuffering is 
their ſin, bringing themſelves in hazard; and that the 

miniſters. had told him that if ever there was a General 

Aſſembly or ſtates of their mind, they would make Ren- 

wick and Hamilton ſuffer for it in a high degree, and 
all who have been active in miſleading theſe poor bo- 
dies, Se.. RE: TILES - | a 

As it was grie vous to hear ſuch a man ſo employed; 

ſo eſpecially, as he freely and openly. confeſſed to myſelf, 
that the depreſſing of you, and your cauſe and the poor 
family here, was His principal deſign in coming here, and 
we found him as good as his word: yet I, nor the fami- 

H durſt not withdraw from him, deſiring rather to look 
* op: him with pity and compaſſion, as a ſtranger ſadly 

miſinformed, who yet is the only witneſs in the Nether- 
I there ere no more to be ſaid againſt theſe. mini- 
. ſters and that party, but their murdering fuch worthies 
2 Meflrs Kooleman, Aſkin, Peden, Ec. with their 

1 horrid miſinformations, it is ſufficient to all whe love 
„ Jeſus Chriſt, his cauſe and intereſt, to ſtand 
off from them, until their repentance be as public as 

| their oppoſit ion has been. 0 they have done much e- 

vil. My judgment in this, is no other than what was 

the mind of many of our worthies, who are now in glo- 

ry. have ſent you an exact copy of one of their letters, 
vis. Mr. Cargill's, which my foul joins with, * 1 ſhall 
only lay before. you, Jer. xii. 5, 6.—Believe them not, thu 

they ſpeak fair words unto thee. e. 

Our old friend Mr. Brackel is alſo active againſt you, 

and the poor family here, and informed profeſſor Mark | 

bitterly againſt you, and excited him to reprove 8 
e ial | apy, 9 


cee an anſwes to this in Mr, Renwick's Life, pag2 111, | 
Ko 114. | | | 


4 


f Bun , 4 - 
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Gern ſharply for teaching Mr. Lining——But in a 
| _ _ were not ſucceſsful. 
Boyd Had ſtayed ſix, or Swen days with: me 
3 whit to Groningen and ſtayed a day or two, and re- 
turned immediately, whereupon I took-octeaſion to aſk- 
him why he prayed not for Mr. Renwick and the witneſ- 
| ſing remnant at home,—he ſaid that he durſt not do it 
under ſuch a notion as the witneſſing remnant, know- 
ing to his certain knowledge there was ſome of the other 
arty as great wreſtlers and contenders as they, neither 
durſt he on that ſame head pray for Mr. Renwicek - 

I anſwered that it ſeemed ſtrange that any who look- 
ed upon Mr. Renwick as an anſwer of prayer, and a gift 
of God ſent us in our low eſtate, durſt bow a knee and 
not acknowledge him for it; or how they durſt ſeek 
more of the Lord, and not EMIT bim for what 
they had gotten. _ 

He replied, well Sir, whatever be your n 
friends at home and 4 are of one mind in that, yea 
they judged that they ſhould be cenſured that did it, 
and that privately they had cenſured ſome precipkant 
perſons who had been of my judgment, &c+.- 

Upon the 21ſt of Auguſt, Again converſing with hi 
on his new opinion, viz. That now no other ſatisfacti- 
on was to be ſought of any for bygone things, providing 
they were but willing to join in the public work. Ab 
firſt, he would have difſembled in it : But I putting him 
in mind of his letter to William Cleland, c. He 
then acknowledged it, and ſaid that it was the judgment 
of friends at home, and his alſo.— I ſaid that I knew that 
both the judgment and practice of friends at home was 
otherwiſe, formerly, and I hoped it was ſo ſtill, and in- 
ſtanced Mr. Renwick his requiring ſatisfaction of ſcan- 
dalous compliers, before he would admit them to preſent 
their children to baptiſm. He anſwered, that it was 
now gone. lle — reflected upon me for ſeparating 
from thoſe of my own nation, viz. Monmouth's and 
 Argyle's party. And accidentally meeting a gentle- 

man, ſtiled Pardoven, one of his acquaintance who is 
a furious zealot for the Aſſociation, he introduced him 
£ and n me into converſe, and when the gentleman was rag- 


LA. + * | ing, 


. Here his diſſimulation appeared, i in giving it under his band 
hen he leſt Scotland that he agr-ed with the Teſtimony as ſta» 
ted by the Societies againſt the Aﬀociators. See Mr, Renwick * 
XLV, Letter to Mt. Hamilton, 


_ = The aſt time Mr. Kooleman was Bere giving his in- 
formations he had not great advantage, I offering to 


* 


256 4 Letter by Mr. Homilton, 1686, 


ing, and reviting all who did not join with Monmouth 


and Argyle, Mr. Boyd ſhewed himſelf well pleaſed with So 


him, and diſſatisſied with me. 


write down and ſubſcribe all T had aſſerted, and deſired 
kim and the other party to do the like, which he refuſ- 
ed, and finding that this was like to loſe all to them, this 


ſtratagem is now fallen upon to make it paſs, that all 
that I had ever informed anent a ſuffering party in that 
land, was all Chimera's, that there was never any thing 
like it, only ſome few ſectaries were lately ariſen, by 


me and Renwick. This Mr. Kooleman was at much 


| pains to fpread, as being the readieſt way to anſwer all 


objections, and this now-paſſes for current with many. 


380 I ſceing'that no further information of mine could 


have place, and that the Lord was. looſing me from 
Frieſland, and that my further ſtaying there could not be 
for further advantage either to you, the poor family, or 


our friends here embarked with us.———Upon theſe con- 


ſiderations, I determined to take my life in my hand a- 


gain, and go to other churches, though our dear friends 
here with many tears preſſed my ſtaying, yet this & too 
weak to hold me, being perſuaded that the Lord his 
eauſe and intereſt are calling me to move: Wo to them 
that are ſeeking a reſt to themſelves, when the ark oi 
God, and his little flock are in the fields. 


Now ye know my outward encouragement is bat ſmall, 


and my danger great: Othen, deſire your prayers aud 


fympathy: my errand and defign, the Lord knows, is 
to venture yet again my life through the wilderneſs tor 
my poor afflicted mother, and although there is none 


Hving more in his debt, than I am, yet there is none 
more unworthy of the leaſt of his favours to a-poor un- 


worthy, wretched ſinful worm: but he, O he delight- 
eth in merey, and duty is ours, the ſucceſs it his, and 


de can do us no wrong, If I can win at Piamond, L 


meend il. | pe | 

I fay, O mind me, who although with much weak- 
neſs I have ſerved you in the Lord's work, yet he knows 
it was in uprightneſs and ſincerity, and I hope ye have 
learned of your great maſter not to caſt at the poor's mite, 
but to take the will for the deed ; I ſay your welfare, 
and that poor church's thriving I have fought ;. and it is 
my great deſire to live and dic in your ſervice, W 


i 
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thing out my love and affection to you, my aim hath been 


- 


_ Tioufly than ever, "which though I never ſee, yet I T 
in the faith it ſhall be, though at the preſent I am in the 


apprehenſion of ſudden terrible waſting judgments. 


Remember poor Friefland, labour to ſtrengthen thoſe 
that are yet ſtanding in it: there are two praying fecieties 


yet left in Leewarden ted on the account of you 


and the cauſe. ——1 alfo recommend the poor family to 


yon, the only family in this land ſhot at by all ranks, for 
Chriſt's cauſe, a family witneſſing both at home and a- 
broad, * | | n | 


If in any thing I can ſerve you, it ſhall be my Joy to 


do it, in the Lord's work. Though our dear friends 
preſſed me to take Mr. Lining with me, yet I durſt not 
do it without your conſent, ſo he ſtays in the family, he 


will want for nothing. 


' a A 
Now the blefling of the moſt high be with you: it is 


like we may never meet in time face to face. let us meet 


much before the throne, and be preparing, looking and 
longing for that day of the bridegroom when he will 2 
Je- 


ther all his never to part: pray, pray for the well o 
Tuſalem, and for him who is yours in the Lord, 


Tun PROTESTATION againſt Ms. Jaws Rx N- 
WICK, together with his ReeLY thereto, which 

for brevity's ſake is a little abridged. - . 
[TE Underſubſcribers, according to the laudable 
example of others taking to our ſerious conſi- 


among the profeſſors of the church of Scotland, and e- 
ſpecially amongſt ourſelves: and finding the cauſe of 
this diviſion to proceed partly from ſome paying cefs, 
hearing curates, taking the late abjuration oath: And 
partly from others their condemning theſe things, and 
adhering to 'the late declaration on the church doors, 
and receiving of, and adhering to Mr. James Renwick, 
without the conſent of the Remnant godly and faithfül 
miniſters, —contrary to the laudable practice of this 
church, and acts of the Gencral Aſſembly ſince the Ro- 
lormaribn to this dax. N 5 


1 And 
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ROBERT HAMILTON: 


deration, the great ſcandal and woful effects of diviſion 


"your well, and Chriſt's reigning amongſt you more glo- 


EL a A ee Revwick's „ Reply. 


And finding theſe things to be above our capacity e 
decide e do hereby Fehr and ſubmit ourſelves in 
theſe, to an aſſembly of faithful miniſters and elders,— 
only competent judges of ſuch debateable principles 2 
practices, —and promiſe upon the one hand to give ſatis- 
faction to the church, according as we ſhall be found 
guilty, and convinced by the word of God for any thing 
done by us, to the ſcandal of our dear brethren. | 
And upon the other hand, we will forbear to call, or 
hear, or join with Mr. James Renwick, till ſuch time as 
his ordination be ſeen and approven of ſome competent 
number of the faithful miniſters of the church of Scot- 
land, — and are willing upon his ſubmiſſion to his bre- 
thren, according to the word, to receiye him into our 
boſom ;—but if he, at the defire of {tran gers, or any of 
our brethren dividing from us, intrude. elf on' our 
labours,—till ſuch time as we have the mind of faithful 
miniſters anent the foreſaid things, we will proteſt againſt 
all ſuch dealing, as horrid and abominable intruſion and 
uſurpation before God and man. 

| Subſcribed with my hand in the name of this 2 25 of 
the Stewartry betwixt the Wares of Dee and rs ip 
the name of the whole, 


Sie Quleribitur, 


Nov. 1686, 3 | 
WILLIAM MAIUTCHISON. 


Tun REI v to the foregoing Paper, directed to the 
Authors and —— by . Lag MES 2 
wick. 


8 it doth nat a little grieve me that ſuch a paper 
ſhould have come from your hands, who profeſs 
adherence to preſbyterial government, who have ſuf- 
fered ſo much at the hands of the common enemy, and 
with whom (at leaſt ſome of you) I have gone ſome time 
do the houſeof God in company, and have been in ſome 
perils becauſe of-the ſword of the adverſary. 

| So, Albeit I am conſcious to myſelf of no deſire, nor 
delight 3 in keeping up needleſs ſtrifes, and vain janglings; 
of no deſign to render any perſons, or party odious; 
And alſo of no inclination to reſent private and perſonal ' 
injuries: Yet when I perceive the truths of God, 1 


| to the Prutgſſution at Kirkmabrtah. 269. 


the work of Reformation, which hath been tranſmitted. 
to us through the; wreſtlings' and blood of our worthy, 
martyrs, in-a-great\meaſure, like to be buried; and ma- 
ny valiant and honourable contendings and ſufferings of 
Chriſt's witneſſes in our age, condemned and forgotten; 
I ſay, when I perceive this, I cannot, I dare not keep 
ence. ee „5 £9 
. Therefore your paper being given in to me, November 
2d, 1686. and finding it ſq prejudicial to the intereſt of 
Chriſt, I have thought fit, with ſorrow, ſobriety and 
candour, to give ſome animadverſions upon it. | 
1. The ſcope and deſign df it, is, to ſtop the preach- 
ͤ“ND— K 1 hr re Rs 
2. When ye ſpeak of diviſion, ye do not deduce the 
ſame from its own original: For ye ſay that the cauſe 
thereof partly procegds Loa ſome their paying ceſs, hear- 
ing curates, and taking the late. abjuration. — and 
partly from others their condemning theſe things, ad- 
hering to the late declaration on church doors, and re- 
ceiving of, and adhering to Mr. James Renwick without 
the conſent and approbation of the Remnant godly and 
faithful miniſters, c. Whereas it is well known to all 
who are not ſtrangers to the caſe of our church, that di- 
viſions abounded as much before there were any thoughts 
of that declaration, and before I (though moſt unwor- 
thy of ſuch a honour) did put band to the public work. 
] judge aur diviſions have their more native riſe and real 
progreſs from a party who ſtill cleaved to the malignant 
intereſt, and fell upon public reſolutions to bring known 
malignants into places of power and truſt ; From the ma- 
ny preſbyterian miniſters, who changed their commiſſion, 


and exerciſed their miniſtry under this abjured Anti: 


chriſtian Prelacy : From others, who took a new hold- 
ing of their miniſtry from an arrogated headſhip over che 
church, by accepting indulgences, warrants, and reſtric- 
tions from the uſurper of their Maſter's crown: From o- 
thers, who united with the fareſaids, both curates and 
indulged, and ſtiffly pleaded for the ſame : From others, 
who did meet in Preſbyteries to cenſure the more faith- 
ful, for diſcovering the fin of the indulgence ; From o- 
thers, who at Bothwel, oppoſed the keeping of a dayof 
humiliation for the fins of the time, and foiſted in the 
late tyrant's intereſt into the declaration of the army: 
From others, who after Bothwel induced the On 

| taken 
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| taken at tig gstal defeat; to fibſeribe the conſtience- 
defiling bond of peace: From others, who tolerated, 
or adviſed people to compliance With other abomina- 
tions of the time: From others, who have been unfaith- 
ful in not applying their doctrine againſt the prevailing 
fins of our day: From others, who have ſatisfied them- 
ſelves to ly by from the exerciſe of their miniſtry, and 
defiſted from the work of the Lord, and that when his 
yineyard ſtood moſt in need: And from others who have 
gone into, carried on, or countenanced-hoteh-potch con- 
federacies with malignants and ſectaries, and temporiz- 
ing compliers: And finally, From all, whether mini- 
Kers or people, who have carried on, plaiſtered, or 
ſtrengthened any courſe of defection, through the courſe 
of us churches ſinful and lamentable revolt. 
3. Ye very inconſideratel ? ſay, That the cauſe of 
© this diviſion proceeds part y from ſome paying ceſs, 
© hearing curates, and taking the late abjuration oath: 
And partly from others condemning theſe things, ad- 
© hering to the late declaration: And receiving of, and 
£ adhering to Mr. James Renwick, without the conſent 
£of the Remnant godly and faithful. miniſters of the 
| church of Scotland,” -Herein- no ſmall contradiction - 
3 and abſurdity is implied; For in your accounts, the 
| | Paying of ceſs, the hearing of curates, and taking the 


=—  abjuration oath, hath cauſed diviſion; and the condemn. 
= ing the foreſaids hath done the like: Now a practical 
= condemning of theſe things, is a not doing of them; 
and the ſame charge laid againſt the doing of a thing, 
ang the not doing of the fame thing, is flatly contradic- 
. tary; Ye judge that the condemning of fin as well as the 
25 Eanuß of it muſt (either in part, or in whole) bear the 
, .. blame of diviſion. ' * 3 
I not this moſt abſurd? Is not this fad miſreckon- 
| ing? Though ye ſhall ſay that the practiſing of the fore- 
Taid evils, hath cauſed a fad diviſion, and the condemn- 
ing of the fame, a juſt and warrantable diviſion, yet it 
cannot be here meant, becauſe ye here ſpeak only of the 
diviſion which hath ſcandalous and woful effects: — and 
as to the forementioned declaration, I know ſome of the 
; miniſters; and many of yourſelves opened not a mouth 
againſt it, while they thought it ſubſervient to their de- 
figns : and as for the receiving of, and adhering to Nr. 
ames Renwick (as ye ſay,) without the conſent of the 


godly and faithful miniſters of the church of Scott 
= | i 
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4. Ye overturn ſome material pieces of our attained 
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foreſaids, to an aſſembly (as ye ſay) of 
aud elders . 
Where can ye get a more faithful Affe me Q Jecide 8 
theſe matters, than our venerable aſſenihliss dave 
decided the ſame already? And where can ye” have 4 
more faithful deciſion then they have given, by their 
acts, according to the word of God? As for the paying 
of the ceſs, does not the act of the General Aſſembly, 
June 17th, 1646, Seſſ. 14. for cenſuring compliers with 
the enemies of this kirk and kingdom, ſuffigientiy de- 
termine the ſame? As for hearing the curates : Do 
not not our Covenants National and Solemn League, 
convincingly condemn the ſame? As for the Abhjuration 
Oath, Dots not the act of the Aﬀembly June 28th, 
1648, Seil. 14. againſt all oaths and bonds in the com- 
mon cauſe without the conſent of the church, clearly de- 
cice the ſame? If theſe things be now debateable prin- 
aples, all the actings and ſufferings that have been theſe- 
twenty. fx years and more, may be brought in debate 
and the juſtneſs thereof queſtioned. . 8 
Had our Aſſemblies no authority? or did they not give 
right deciſions in theſe matters, that they are now reũl- 
ed from, and their ſentences referred to the deciſion of 
others? Yea, where thall ſo many miniſters now he had, 
55 to make up an Aſſembly, except theſe who are prac- 
ung, cr tolerating the foreſaid cvils ? Moreover, if an 
| h 5 Aflem- 


* 
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272 
Aſſembly, leffer or greater, ſhould give out an act, or 
ſentence, for the lawfulneſs of paying the ceſsy Hear ing 


the curates, and taking the abjuration oath; would ye 
Rand to it? If ye would ſtand to it, would not that be 
an implicit ſubmiffion, and an obeying man, rather than 
God ? If ye would not ſtand to it, where is your ſubmiſ- 
ſion in theſe points? For my part, what is clearly de- 


never refer it to the deciſion of any man; Shall I ſubmit 
It to man to determine whether or not the ſoul of man 
is immortal? Or whether there be more ſacraments than 
two? Let Aſſemblies confirm, ratify and approve un- 
"doubted, uncontroverted truths, and theſe things that 
have been already juſtly and clearly decided: But let 
none give unto them the determination and deciſion of 
e 
5. © Ye once give forth the paying of ceſs, the hear- 
ing of curates, and the taking the abjuration oath, u- 
= pon the one hand; and upon the other hand, the con- 
ung of theſe things; the adhering to the foreſaid 
= 7 declaration, and receiving of, and adhering to Mr. 


reaſon judge? ? | 
6. The ground ye walk upon (in your paper) in for- 
bearing to call or join with Mr. James Renwick, and 
for marching in ſuch violent oppoſition againſt him, !s 
becauſe his ordination is not ſeen, and approven (as * 
fay) by the faithful miniſters of the church of Scotland, 
This in your account, albeit in the broken and declin- 
ed ſtate of the church, is more ſinful, ſcandalous, and oſ- 


fenſive than all that can be tabled againſt the curate 
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cided already, both divinely, and eccleſſaſtically, I will 


5 5 
/ A 


Þ Wa es 4 en 273 


por this gives you ground tox determine not 4 for- 

bearance to join with, but of a direct A unto 

my minfſiry ; Whereas all t 6 ye have againſt'the Cu. 
rates, is in debate (as fail is) \ ether of not guy way" 
be heard. 

Howbeit, as to my it 1 vad and lawfol; 
and I refuſe not to give all poffible ſatisfaction, to any 
who- may be. conſcientiouſly deſirous to hear: Neither 
refuſe” I to ſatisfy any faithful miniſter. thereabent, who 
may ſeek the a Yea, hearing that a certain mini- 
fler of the church of Scotland was deſirous of informati- 1 
on anent my. ordination, I did write -unto him a true 

tranſctipt. of the certificate of the ſame, with my judg- 
ment as t6 the chief things controverted in, dur day 3 
but I never received any anſwer. | Likewiſe, ſome other 
miniſters whom ye know, (Meflrs. Bartlay and Lang- 
lands) ſhewed their willingneſs to have a coneurrence 
between them and me, and to lay alt” debates” aſide 3 
which I could not do, except theſe offeriiyg5cpuries 
were reſented and relinquiſhed: They made noi en, 
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tion againſt me on account of my ordination. ene, :4 
| ſcen and approven by the miniſters," r. Us _ | 
| But as I refuſe not to fatisfy any faithful bultülters us - «vi 


33 
pon that head, — an Iam willing « to yield all due ſubjee- C1 
nion unto them in the Lord: Nevertheleſs, 1 humbly 1 
conceive, that theſe bear not the ſignature of faithful mi- 
niſters, and of ſuch as I am ſubject unto; who have di- 
rectiy an actually complied with tlie enemies of chis . 
covenanted church and 1 or who defend, ex- 
cuſe, plaiſter, or cover and tolerate compllances with 
the foreſaid enemies and their palpable defection from 
the reformation of this church; or, who pervert their 
miniſtry by contradicting our preſent teftimony, founded 
upon and agreeable to the ſcriptures, our Confeſſion —Y 
Covenants z or who have deſerted miniſterial duties, and 
deſiſted from the public work of preaching the goſpel, 
lor fear of hazard; or who have divided the church. 
calumnlated and condemned the mofe faithful. * 
* Now, (paffing by others whom I might mention) 1 Dn 
hunbly conceive that miniſters guilty of all or any, 
more or fewer of the foreſaids, are not ſuch, as in con- 
ſcience I ean ſubject unto, conſidering theſe charges 
(as I deſire) with application to miniſters of this organi- 
cal church, under the ſame bond of Covenant with 
w, and obliged to maintain the ſame word of teſtimony, 
- | 3 


- 


- duly applicable. 
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and with reſpect to the broken and declined ſtate of this 
church, They will be found ſafficiently to warrant my 
non- ſubjection to theſe (while ſuch) to whom they are 


* 


pon a call, without previous ſubmiſſion to miniſters, a- 


ink whom he hath juſt exceptions, an horrid and a- 


ominable ufurpation and intruſion 7 Whereas it cannot 


be called uſurpation, becauſe J have a proteftative miſſi- 


on to exerciſe all the parts of my miniftry 5 neither can 
it be called intruſion upon the labours of any faithful 
- Miniſters of Chriſt : For I declare, with grief and hmen- 
tation, that I travelled for a conſiderable ſpace of time 


through the country of Scotland, where profeſſors and 
fufferers did moſt abound, and in all my journies I never 


| heard of any labouring, fave the indulged for a ſeaſon, 


and the Curates. And I think I may ſay before God, 


that it was pity toward the ſcattered ſheep of Chriſt in 


this land, who were fainting and fwooning through the 
famine. of the public ordinances, that moved me to ſub- 
ject myſelf in ſuch a weak condition to fo great a work, 


and to undergo ſo many perils and-wanderings. And it 
is moſt likely, if labourers had been faithful and labori- 


Qus, I had laboured none to this very day 

8. Ye ſignify your. reſolution to proteſt againſt the 
foreſaid Mr. James his preaching, as © horrid and abo- 
minable uſurpation and intruſion upon you and your la- 
bours, till ſuch time (mark it) as ye have the mind of 


your faithful miniſters anent the foreſaid things.” 


What are theſe things ? They are nothing, if they 
be not the ceſs-paying, hearing curates, and taking the 
abjuration oath upon the one hand; and upon the other 


hand, the condemning theſe things, and adhering to the 
foreſaid declaration, and receiving of, and adhering to 


the above-· named perſon, without the conſent and appro- 

bation: (as ye ſay) of the remanent godly and faithful 

— AAA 5 | 
Iam content indeed, that ye caft upon the receivers 


of my. miniftry the brand of condemning theſe iniquities, 


but does not this that ye ſay, confirm what I have in- 

ucted in animadverſion fourth, viz. That ye have o- 
verturned ſome great and material pieces of our refor- 
mation, and brought in debate what was out of debate, 
and that ꝓe will have a new deciſion of what has . 


fo the Proteflation at Kirkmabreat. 2543 
the authority of the church of Scotland, long ago, very ©. - 
well Wedel What if theſe faithful — hal 
counſel you to pay the Ceſs, hear the curates, and allow 
taking the abjuration. oath ? And if ye follow their 
counſel, Where will ye be? And if ye follow it not, 
How can ye hang your reſolved Proteſtation upon it ? 
But herein you have inyeigled yourſelves in 2 great in- 
tricacy: For ſome of the miniſters whom ye account 

faithful, will tolerate (if not defend) the paying of 
Ceſs, and others will condemn it: Some of them 
will allow t taking the abjuration oath, and others 
will (at leaſt did) difapprove of it: Some of them 
will wink at hearing of Curates, and others will teſtify 
againſt it. Now, whom will ye. follow ? and whoſe de- 
termination will ye take in your appeal? Have ye not 
brought yourſelves by this to a great difficulty ? 57 | 
9. Ye expreſs yourſelves with ſuch confuſion, as I 
know not whether to look upon you as men in office or 
out of office, or both; ye ſpeak with one breath as if ye 
were miniſters, and ver alſo, only as people: For ye ſay, 
If the foreſaid Mr, James, at the defire of ſtrangers, 
or of any of your brethren dividing from you, ſhall in- 
trude himfelf on your labours, without your call or con- 
ſent, till ſuch time as ye have the mind of your faithful 
miniſters anent the foreſaid things; ye will proteſt againſt 
It as horrid intruſion on your labours.? If ye be people, 
your labours cannot be intruded upon by the-exerciſe of 
the miniſterial function: And if ye be miniſters, how 
come ye to ſay, That ye muſt have the mind of your 
faithful miniſters ? I never knew miniſters ſpeak ſo. 
And though ye ſhould ſay that ye are both miniſters and 
people, yet none can free ſuch a ſpeech of worſe than 
an error in orthography. And I do verily wonder, how 
ye can build ſuch abſurdities upon Tome expreſſions in 
ſome of our former papers, which many ef you once 
owned, and which can bear a far other and better ſenſe 
than ye put upon them: And in the mean time, ye your- 
ſelves fall in a greater fault. And if I thought that an 
clergyman had penned your paper, I would take a little 
liberty to diſcover the contradictions and confu Ds, (to 
ſay no worſe) and that he hath not adverted to his 
work when he wrote it. But what I have obſerved in 
it, giving me occaſion to take it as the draught of illite- 
rate men, (who ſometimes cannot aptly expreſs their 
Nn 4 meaning, 
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8 be the more favourable, ant 4 


10. WISE ( That ye will look 2 James his | 
-preaching the e — ſubjection to ſuch mini- 
ANers as he h. cient exceptions - againſt, to be di- 
vii ve and deſtruftiye to the poor ſuffering remnant of 
this church Whereunto I thall reply nothing, but, 
That the faithful remnant of this church, who ſuffer 
moſt, both by the hands and tongues of men, do not 
"look with your. eyes, | 
1. Ye give in your paper ſubſcribed by a faithful and 
- ercditable man indeed, William M. Hutchiſon, in the 
name of that place of the ſtuartry of Galloway betwixt 
Cree and View > -Whereby ye have done an injury 10 
ſome conſcientious ſufferers and owners of truth in that 
3 who do abominate you deed ; and alſo to your. 
elves. in your deſignation ſo comprehenſiye as to exclude 
none, either papiſts or malignants-who reſide there. 
And again ye ſay, in the name of the whale. Is that 
of the whole of your party Does not this give juſt 


5 of exception againſt the whole of your pars 


Now, having in weakneſs (though with ſtudied Cans 
- dour and ſobriety) briefly animadverted upon ſome things 
in your paper, wherein] conceived to lie the greateſt 
We judices to the work of the Lord, I ſhall not touch 
me other things in it, which may be loaked upon as 
importing only weakneſs, chpfing rather to cover theſe, 
—_— themin fil 

And notwithitanding of alt that ye have done againſt 
me, I have love to you, and deſire to behave myſelf as 
à friend; Yea, I may ſay, Jam filled with a great mez- 
ture. of ſorrow and amazement when I conſider your pre- 
_ courſe and carriage, and compare it with your for- 
Many of you, and I, have wandered in the fi- | 

Join watches of the night together, been in perils toge- 
ther, fled from the ſword of the common adverfary to- 
\gether; and I appeal to yourſelyes if ye — not found 
| ſometimes ſomething of the power of God in our ſolem- 
ties tozether,—Ye have ſuffered much at the hand of 
the enemy, even to the ſhedding of the blood of many 
ol you, which I hope was acceptable to God, and is 2 
| part of the ſeed of the church. —Ye * once with 


* $ce Renwick's levers viz, let. 4. and his nile, x 98; "= 
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us the ſame thing that we own and profeſs this day; e 
were — 2 for action, and we gloried in yon, 
and. boaſted of you, and I think this bath been our ſin 
and a part of the cauſe af your judgment, Fan LS any 
Howheit, there are ſome things wherein ye (havg. 
greatly wronged the cauſe of Chriſt, which (out of rę- 
ſped to that cauſe, and bope to Your fouls) 1 ſhall bring 
to your,remembrance, and ſet before you for your ſerie 
ous conſideration, - i 
Therefore (I ſay) confider, when ye were profeling 
a a concurrence with us in the ſtated teſtimony of dur day, 
what underhanddealipg ye had with other parties, (with 
out once acquainting us therewith) from which both ye 


9 


and we were obliged to ſtand at a due diſtance, _. 
. Conſider how ye divided from us, and joined with mĩ- 
niſters chargeable with ſundry offences, (ſtill defended) 
and are now gone that length that I know not any mi- 
niſters (however ſadly turned aſide) from whom ye ſtand 
at a diſtance z yea, do not ſome of them whom ye call 
and embrace, calumniate and.condemn the more, faith- 
ful remnant, uttering as untender and uncharĩtable ex- 
preſſions of them as they can do of the perſecuting ene- * 
my. | IP | . ; * es PE. 5 w 
By what warrant ſhauld they be heard preach, wha * 
ſpeak lies in the name of the Lord ? Conſider, Whether q 
are the miniſters who lurk and reſide at Edinhurgli, and 
who are ghargeable with other things than at preſent I 
ſnall name; I ſay, are they now become ſuch unto yon, 
that ye will receive no miniſters but ſuch as have an ap- 
probatiqn and warrant from them? Conſider alſo, how” 
many temporizing compliers ye have received into your 
ſelect ſocieties? . ' | 5 ag 
Conſider how ye came ta our General Meeting, Jan, | 
28th,, 1686, with what purpoſe of uniting with us, the 4 
Lord knows; and when we were uſing all means to con- | 
eiliate an union in the Lord, ye dealt very diſingenu- 
ouſly with us. And alſo, when we becauſe of your ſun- 
dry offences no way reſented by you, did conſcientiouſ- 
ly, in our own names, refuſe your. concurrence with us 
in ſcleced Chriſtian fellowſhip, ye went away and did 
ſpread {ad lies and calumnies of us. A 
Conſider how ye have diſperſed your papers and 
pamphlets, with what truth and tendernefs as to the 
Charges therein contained, we leave to every conſcientia 


%s Chriſtian who knows us to judge. 3 
ha Conſider 


* 
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' © Conſider how ye have by letters, informations, coun. 
ſels and proteſtations, with more zeal, oppoſed and 
contended againſt an afflicted witnefling Remnant, than 
ever ye did againſt the antichriſtian hierarchy. And tho 
the Lord knows (as far as I can fee into my heart) I 
mention it not to reſent any injury done unto myſelf, 
yet I muſt defire you to conſider how when I came to 
Four border, offering to converſe with you, and willing 
to preach the goſpel, as formerly I had done in that 
place, you would let none ſpeak with me but ſuch as you 
-Pleafed : Ye ſeparated from me when I was going about 
Family exerciſe 5, and you allo proteſted againſt both my 
preaching and converſe, © MG 
Conſider what errors, abſurdities, contradictions, Qs, 
are ſtuffed into your paper prefixed, O ] ſay, conſider 
amd take a look of tele things; how thereby ye have 
fadly wronged the intereſt of Chriſt, have made the e- 
nemy to blaſpheme,—made conſcientious fufferers to 
fumble and fall, to grope in the dark not knowing 
what to chuſe or refuſe, have hardened the hearts, and 
ſtrengthened the hands of theſe engaged in a courſe of 
defection, ſo that they do not —— the evil of their 
ways, — have done ſo much to deprive poſterity of the 
truths which ought to be tranſmitted to them; and 
finally, how you have thereby finned againſt your own 


Now I befeech you conſider your ways: And that the 
Lord may pour out on you the ſpirit of mourning and 
turning, is the prayer of him who is your ſoul's well 

wither oh ; | | | g 2, 56 
SET Sie Subſeribitur,, 7 


JAMES RENWICK, 


AccornyiNG to the appointment of the laſt Meeting, 
a General Meeting conveened at Woanlockhead, upon the 
22d of December; 1686. Prayer (as was uſual) being 
gone about, and the meeting modelled. 
Mr. David Houſton having come out of Ireland, with 
— Boole (or Boyle) was conducted to this meeting: 
Do Which Mr. Alexander Shields preacher of the goſpel 
did likewiſe come, who had upon the 21ſt of October 
made his eſcape out of priſon, and then came to the U- 


nited Societies, and was for ſome time with Mr. — 
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Account the Meeting, Dec. 224, 1686. 279 
-Renwick, who was very well ſatisfied with him. 'Theſe 
two minifters having come to the meeting, a ſhort acs 


count of what was there done with reference to them 
follows. © + *© . 5 e | 


However conſidering the importance of what was 


done at the laſt General Meeting, I judge it neceſſary 
to give you a true aceount thereof. | | 1 
There came two miniſters to the laſt Meeting Decem- 
ber 22d, 1686. viz. Mr. David Houſton, and Mr. Alex- 


” 


ander $hields. «But I ſhall firſt give you an account of 
dur carrying toward the ſaid Mr. David, and toward 


the foreſaid Mr. Alexander. ; es 
When I was in England the laſt fummer, the General 
Meeting of our Societies being informed that Mr. David 


| Houftoun refuſed concurrence with, and ſubjection to the 


miniſters in Ireland becauſe of their defections, and that 
he preached ur ang Fe. gps all the fins of the times, 
did ſend unto. him Colin Alifon and Wilkam Nairn to 


know the verity thereof; who after full and free com- 


muning with the ſaid Mr. David anent all the heads of 
our preſent, teſtimony, received great fatisfation; who 
alſo ſignified unto them his reſolution of coming unts 
us. But before we ſent any unto. him again, we did 
convocate all our friends who had been living any time 
in Ireland, and now come over to us, that we might in- 
form ourſelves. anent what they knew of the ſaid Mr. 


David, who could not relate any difference in his prin- 


ciples from Us, but gave in fome accuſation againft him 
which they had but by report, and were all perſonalia : 


All which accuſations were drawn up and delivered to ; 


James Boyle, who was ſent to Ireland to get the verity 
or falſehood of every one of theſe things inſtructed, and 


ud Mr. David to us, according to his own reſolution. 
So the ſaid James laying out ſearch for information anent 


theſe reports, conferring with ſome of Mr. David's ac- 
cuſers, bringing him and them face to face; likewiſe 


conferring with ſome of his neighbours and ordinary 


hearers,and finding no ground for the foreſaid accuſati- 
ons, did conduct Mr. David unto us, that we might ſa- 
tisfy ourfelves anent him in a free communing with him- 


ſelf, - 


Wherefore Mr. David came to our laſt General Meets ; 


ing, which was upon December 22d, 1686. being ac- 
companied with one Fames Kin{och, who was utes 
8 larly 


42 them to be but calumnies, to conduct the fore- 
A 
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280 Aan of the Meeting, Dec. 224, 1686. 
Hrly' ſent by ſome ſocieties in Ireland to our correſpon- 
dence, and who alſo teſtified hefore us all for Mr. Da- 
vid r honeſty and innocency of the foreſaid alledgances; 
after which, we did read over in Mr. Dasid' hearing, 
the introduction to our vindication,' wherein are ſum- 
marily comprehended ſome fignal ſteps of our church's 
defection, and a brief declaration of our preſent teſtimo- 
ny, both as to what we own and diſown, together with 
the fifth head of the ſame vindication, containing (a- 
mong other things) ten grounds, every one of which, we 

judge ſufficient for withdrawing from miniſters of this 
covenanted and reformed church, to whom they are ap- 
plicable in this broken and declining ſtate: and then we 
aſked Mr. David's judgment of what he had heard, and 
whether or not he was of one mind with us as to every 
part of our preſent teſtimony. He replied, that as 
to ſome matters of fact he was ignorant, but he agreed 
with our judgment and principles in all that he had 
heard; adding, that it was foretold by Luther, that before 
Chrift's' glorious appearance for, his church in the laſt 
days, the controverſy ſh6uld be ſtated and rid about mi- 
niſtry and magiſtracy. 80 Mr. David being defired to 
remove, we gave in our minds about his anfwer, and it 

was fuftained as fatisfying in that point. After this, wo 

confulted among ourſelves what was further neceflary to 

defire for our further ſatisfaction arent him; and hav- 

ing heard from bimfelf, that he had ſome papers with 

him which could tend to our information and clearing, 

concerning his carriage for many years; we called him to 

us again, and deſired to hear thefe papers. So there 

'. was read in our hearing, firſt his licence, then his ordi- 
nation, which was to the pariſh of Sra/7rie, a little be- 
fore the Reſtoration. Next (as I remember) a paper 
which he had drawn up himſelf, and given to the mini- 

: ſters in Ireland, containing his reaſons wherefore he 
would not be ſubordinate unto, nor concur with them, 

N whereof their oppoſition to the ſuffering party in Scot- 

. land was one. 8 were read ſome teſtificates, 
| from the people in the reſpeQive places in Ireland, where 

he had exerciſed his miniſtry, ſome whereof being of a 

very late date, and one of them bearing, that they had 

been greatly refreſhed and ediſied with his preaching the 

goſpel amongſt them; but that he had denied them o- 

ther privileges for reaſons ſatisfying to himſelf; r 

which he declared, they underſtood his refuſing to baps 
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-tize their children, Vethuſe of their paying ExaBtions to 
menen, —_— onen Upoit as the greater reftj« 
- -Pupthir; we egen how long he had kept a meet- 
; 204460 in Ireland, and upon what terms; and declar- 
ed the'terfis of his holding were not {infut; for te Was 
fettled by the miniſters upon the call of the peonle; and 
whenſbever he knew of any tranfactian of the (aid mini- 
ſters with the ſe called magiſtrate, that be forfook bis 
meeting-houſe, and refuſed fubordination to theſe mini- 
ſters; which was a little after Bothwel. Moreover, he 
declared, and Fames Kinkch wirneſſed the ſame, that 
At the incoming of the aſſociators, Anne 1685, he gave 
a plain and public teſtimony RY that zen gers TOY 
feleracy. Now, Mr. David defired to remove * | 
n, we communed together en what we had B 2 
Fr his papers and from Uis' 8 and found a 1 
great meaſure of ſatisfaction there 
Howbeit, to remove ferupl ples yet further, we ballen 
Am again to us, and dealt freely with him in telling Him 
what was reported, by ſome, of him, defiring ti hear 
what he would ſay to theſe things himſelf, Atl which | 
allegiances he heard very patiently, and Each # 701 
them one by one, as they were given in, very * 
and gave very demonſtrating evidences of his cb Eocene | 
Now, from all the foreſaids, we being in fach a mea- a 
fore ſatisfied in our confciences; concerning the ſaid Mr. 4 
David : bur {ocietics” do both call him, and hear bim * 
ee for further trial, whereynto'T gave my. confent, - © 
eeing no reaſon wherefore I could Wy it, Butt he 
not as yet ſettled amongſt ns as our thiniſter by a 9 80 
and ſolema call for that effect. Howbeit, for the time, - 
I know not of atiy ground that will be for e 
gainſt it; for I hear that he preaches very zealouſly 100 
faithfully whither he goes, and carries ftrictly in adfni- 
niſtering the ſacrament of baptiſm. And for mine own 
part, from his expreſſing himſelf at our Senn 3 
I thought he ſeemed to have the right ſtate of the cauſe, 
to have a right imprefiion of the caſe of the church, to 
de tender-hearted and zealous in the frame of his 0 pirit, 
particularly for the-royalties of Chriſt, and again the i- 
dol of the Lord's jealouſy, the eccleſiaſtic ſupremacy and 
4 tyranny. 
© As for our carriage 0 500 the foreſaid Mr. Aleran- 
a, Shields, he having by the providence of God yan 
* Nan 
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his eſcape out of priſon, after a little ſpace of time (with- 


out ſeeking after any party of miniſters againſt whom we 
have exceptions) came to the country, unto this con- 


tending and fuffering party. And at length upon the 
5th of December 1686, came to a meeting which we had 
in Galloway, in the Wood of Earlfon, for preaching ; 
and fo going alongſt with me from thence, upon the 
day following, I told him, albeit I had ſome ſatisfaction 
concerning him. from what I had ſeen under his own 
hand, and albeit I expected more by further converſe 
with him; yet I thought it moſt rational in itſelf, moſt 
conducing to the preſervation of union amongſt us, and 
alſo according to the concluſion of our General Meeting, 
viz. that nothing which concerns the whole ſhould be 
done without acquainting them therewith ; that the 
foreſaid Mr, Alexander thould not be employed in the 
public work until he came to the General Correſpond- 
ence, that all might be ſatisfied anent him; which he 
did take very well, and deſired us to take that method 
with him which we would do with any backſlidden mi- 
niſter, if God ſhould touch his heart and bring him out 
from his defections unto the public work. Howbeit, we 
e thought fit to employ him ſometimes to go about family 
exerciſe, not ſeeing any reaſon. why this ſhould be for- 
borne, for thereby we might attain to more clearneſs a- 
nent him. And indeed, in a certain family, where ſome 
neighbours (as is ordinary) were gathered unto the wor- 
ſhip, I was greatly refreſhed SS what he ſpake from 
Rom. xii. 12. eſpecially with what he had in prayer, 
with a heavy lamentation to this purpoſe; « I cannot 
40ð longer contain, but I muſt confeſs unto the Lord be- 
ec fore this people, I am aſhamed to offer my body a liv- 
| '« ing ſacrifice to thee, yet I muſt do it; for La priſoner 
4 and preacher, might have been a martyr, and in glo- 
ey with thee and thy glorified martyrs above; but I 
4 ſinfully and ſhamefully ſaved my life by diſowning 
4 thy friends and owning thy enemies; and it will be a 
ac wonder if ever thou put ſuch a honourable opportuni- 
44 ty in my hand again.” And very ſeldom did. he go a- 
bout exerciſe, but either in prayer, or in ſpeaking from 
+ the ſcripture, he. brake forth into heavy lamentations, 
epnfefling particularly his defections. So the time of 
abr General Meeting coming, which was December 22d, 
As ſaid is, the foreſaid Mr. Alexander came to the ſame; 
. aud we did read over in his hearing ih being 2 
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concern us greatly to contend for, are abjured. 
clared the occaſion of his being inveigled in theſe =, 


church's defection, and a brief declaration of our 


ſent teſtimony, both as to what we on and diſown; 0. 
gether with the fifth head of the ſame vindication, con- 


taining, among other things, ten grounds, every one of 


which we judge ſufficient for withdrawing from miniſters 
of this covenanted and reformed church to whom they are 
applicable, in this broken and declining ſtate. And then 
we aſked, Mr. Alexander's judgment concerning what he 


had heard, and . or not he was of one mind with us 
as to every part of our ꝑreſent teſtimony. To which he re- 


plied, that he agreed cordially with us in all that he had 


heard, and particularly in the foreſaid ten grounds, judg- | 
ing every one of them to bear a ſolidity and ſufficiency. in 
point of withdrawing. * ſaid he, there are ſome 
things there teſtified againſt, whereof I am guilty ; and 
I vill take a little time to unboſor myſelf unto you anent 
the ſame. 80 be began his confeſſien with ſome pre- 
occupying cautions 3 deſiring that none might think he 
was moved to what he was now about to do, from the 
affectations of applaufe from any man, or, that be might 
be in with a party (for he knew he would not want allure; 
ing employments if he had freedom to embrace it) but 
only that he might give, God the glory, vindicate the 
cauſe, exoner his own conſcience, and ſatisfy offended 
brethren; Intimating alſo, chat he looked not upon the 
ſocieties as competent for handling ecclefiaſti e 
and that he knew, they did not aſſume the er unto 

themſelves, though they were falſely branded 3 


Yet he held himſelf bound in duty, to declare with ſor- 5 
row before them, wherein he had denied any part of the b 
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with Mr. Devid) the introduction to our vindication 
wherein are comprehended ſome ſpecial ſteps of our 


2528 * 


teſtimony which they did own. Then he proceeded v. —_— 


the particulars of his confeſſion, and acknowledged: 

1. That he had involved himſelf in the guilt of owns. 
ing the (ſo called) authority of James VII. ſhewing an 
exceeding ſinfulneſs in it, and taking ſhame unto himſelt. 

2, He: acknowledged himſelf guilty of taking the- oath. 


of abjuration, and of relapſing into the ſame iniquity _ 
the ſinfulneſs whereof he held out a great length, making +>, 


it appear, that by that oath many orthodox principles whats: - 


greſſions, Was, the entring into an accommodation with”? 


the * 7 3 for he could propoſe nothing unto them but 
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they til added and yielded to ity until they got him v 
filly ach catched in their angle, | Howbeit, hereby oy 
he ſuid) he did not extenuate or exeuſe his an, fo, al- 
beit he had as much to fay fur himſelf as any man could 
have, who had —— ſuck a meafure, yet he would 
Beither ſtiffle his own conſcience, rior blind the fo — 
_ "others A wherefbre, he ſhewed both the ſin and d- . 
6f reg 588 any accomodation Whatſeover with the 
: . | 
Now, he ſpoke lurgely to alt cheſs paeticutars, Alco. 
vering fach heinons and manifold fin therein, that, I 
think, none could have done it, unleſs they had known 
the- terrors of the Lord; Shewing alfo the aggrayationg 
thereof, defiring every one ta looꝶ upon their fin with 
the az vating circumſtances they can ſee in it ; Andhe 
exp ſo much ſenſe and ingenuity, that none, [ 
think, could i ire more of him, and I Dont? nat wha 
would not ory nba to the forefaids, who! had 
heard him expreſs kimſelf ſo fully, fo plainly, ſo freely 
and with fo much ſenſe, grief, and telf-cohdemning ; 
and } thought it both- Gngular and- promilingy - to ſee 4 
clergy· man come forth with fuch a confeflion of his own 
-Sefetions; when ſo few of that ſet are ſeen in our "ge 
to he honoured: with the like, 
80 Mr. Mexander being defired to remove, we coma 
ö mne together about what we heard, and all deolared; 
nay 2 themſelves ſatisfied as to the foreſaids. Af 
it was conſulted amongſt us, what was neceſ- 
| - Shy 10 re for dur further fatisfaQtion anent him; and 
Ve judged it pant tyanquiire how and by whom he 
was licenſed ta z whereupon I having conferred 
with him before t ent: ave a brief account there- 
of; and ſignified that a conſiderable while ago, I ſaw it 
e his own hand, that if the buſineſs of his licence 
were to be done yet, he would neither take it from ſuch 
perfons, neither would they give it Rim; and that of late 
he had faid unto myſelf, that he knew not one of thefe 
who had granted it, that now he could concur with. 
Howeyer, we thought it convenient to call himſelf, 
that he might give an account thereof before us all; 
which he did; ſhowing that he went to Londen with an 
intention to be an amanuenſis to Oven, or ſome of their 
great doctors, who were writing books for the preſs, and 
had a letter of rEFomunengation to one * Blackie 
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- Scott ili miniſter, who tryſted 
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him-to ſpeak with him a 
certain ſcoſon, and had ſeveral thmiſters convened, un- 
known to Mr. Alexander, and did preſs and enjoin him 
to take licence; fo, he being: * 5 unte it in that ſud- 
den and ſurpriſing way, | . 
Scortifh miniſters at London, but wag =_ ins” 
e ſinſub reſtrictions. in es en 


However, a little after, the oath of all horow- 

ing the trial of that place, the foreſaid Mr, Alenandee" 

Audied, as he had occaſtan in ing, plamly and [a+ 
tisfyingly to difcoyer the ſin of it; which e 


en by the miriſters by whom he was licenſed, Aae, 
threatened and fought e Rop My mouthy hut he * 


_ to —— Eu — — 
ſe was the lation chat Mr. 


"of A i gave, 805 confidering what is before 
related, the ſocieties for themſelves, and I, with the 


concurrence of ſome elders then prefent, did call him to 


officiate in preaching the ward tothe fuffering Remnunt 
of this church. Wherefore, upon the Sabbath follow- 


ing he and I did preach to ether, he having his text, 2 


Cor. v. 11. in theſe words im the former part of the 
verſe, vis. Knowing therefore the terrors of the Loyd, ab 
perſuade: men, In which preaeing, I may ſay; be par- 
— aſſerted every part af our preſent teſtimonyt 
both as to non-cmpliance With enemies, 


ded authority of James VII. and Aſo doctrinalty confeſs 


ſed his own particular defections; ; and cried out, that 
knowing the terror of the Lord in theſe things, he pers 
fuaded men, And haying-appointed a faſt upon the TH 
duy following; I briefly drew up about the number - of 
' 7 P 

forty four cauſes of humiliation, omitting no piece of de- 
fection of old or of late, that I knew or e remem- 
ber, which cauſes he cordially agreed with, aud expreſ- 
{cd the ſame publicly in his preaching before the con- 
gregation, declaring every one of them to be a great 
cauſe of humiliationz and confeſſed again his own de- 
fections, halding forth the fin thereof to be very heinous, 
with much ſorrow and regret, So I find Mr. Alexander 
to be one with us in our preſent teſtimony ; I look 

him as having the zeal of God in his ſpirit, and the poor 
remnant have much of his heart; and 1 think the Lord 


is with him, and he cannot be challenged as deficient in 
"the Application of his — and fer mine on part, 


I have 


* 


— — —— — —— — —- —- — 2 
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rence with defective parties, and diſowning the preten- : | 


m_ 


_ Lihave been refreſhed with 


ſhould be obſerved by the ſocieties a da 


* * or connivers at Wem, were by this proclama- 
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Wr letter preſented to —— at bent. 


ag, from ſome friends in Ireland; to which an anſwer 


was earneſtly deſired. Though the meeting reſolved to 
return an anſwer, yet it was not done till afterward. 
It was reſolved. that the 16th of — thereafter 


ing unto the Lord; bleſſing and — Ao him for his 
mercies beſtowed on us at this meeting; and praying that 
he would give grace to improve the ſame rightly to his 
glory and praiſe. And alſo, that he will be graciouſly 


pleaſed in his mercy and condeſcendency to lead and di- 


rect them what to do in the matters to be treated of in 


the next meeting, ſo as it may be Top: bir glory and the 


advantage of his cauſe... . ; 

And it was reſolved that the next General Meeting 
25 eee at F een, upon che 2 7552 of March, 
1 Ir \ — * 2 * 


In this 8 the 3 LT ae. a \ Vttle their 


Ne of working, to bring to paſs their wicked de- 
ſign of inſlaving the nation and introducing Popery; for, 
not getting the penal laws reſcinded and removed by 


act of parliament, that ſo Papiſts might aſcend to places 
of power and truſt, and have liberty to exerciſe their i- 
dolatry without controul; they fell upon another me- 


thod to effectuate the ſame deſign, which was by virtue 


of abſolute power claimed and blaſphemouſly arrogated 


by the Duke of York, (alias K. James) to ſtop and diſ- 
able them, in a proclamation, and to grant a toleration 


to. Papiſts and Quakers, But that it might .paſs the 
better, and to e all ſecure, liberty was granted to 


moderate Preſpyterians to exerciſe their religion, yet 
with ſuch reſtrictions and under ſuch conditions as it 
was not embraced. In the mean time, Papiſts were ad- 
vanced, and prieſts and jeſvits, theſe locuſts of the bot - 
tomleſs pit, did ſwarm up and down the country, and 
exerciſed r publicly and wy without trou- 
ble. 

But as the poor wanderers were excluded fm, this 
toleration, being 'among thoſe who frequented field- 
meetings, who with the preachers at them, as alſo aſ- 


tion, 


hearing of him, and have N 


thankſgiv- 


General Meeting, March au, 1687. a8 
tion ordained to be proſecuted accordin 8 to the utmoſt 
ſeverity of laws made againſt them; ſo this exclufion 
was no grief to them, hey being reſolved to accept of 
none of their fayours, though never ſo fairly. buiked) 
but rat looked upon oy them as ere 1 


Accon ping to the appointment of the laſt meet- 
ing, A General Meeting conveened at Frierminion, upon 
the 2d of March 1687. . 

As was uſual, prayer was gone about, and the meet- 
ing modelled. 'A part of the day and of the two days 
following the Iaformatory Vindication was read over, and 
deliberately taken into confideration.. Upon the laſt 
day, viz. March 4th, the meeting came to a concluſion 
about it; and it was refolved by them that it ſhould be 
printed and publiſhed ; For the defraying the expences 
whereof, they agreed upon 120 pound Scots; and defir- 
ed that Mr. Alexander Shields would overſee, the print- 
ing of it. 

' in compliance with this defire, Mr. Shields went As 
broad, firſt to London, where he eſſayed to get it print- 
ed; but failing thercof, he went to Holland and got 
it done. After this was printed, and he had expeded 
{ome other bufineſs, he returned to Scotland *. i 

| It was reſolved alſo by this meeting, that the Letter 

| agreed to by the laſt meeting ta be ſent to ſome friends 

„ in Ireland, which had not 3 been done, ſhould now 

be written and ſent. 


: Accordingly it was drawn up, and ſent after this, N 
1 meint a true copy br ary follows : 

n n 

e CE E Friends in Ireland. 


Loving Friends, and dearly Beloved in our Lord 
Jef Chrift, 
March 2d, 1687. 


E received your kind and Chriſtian letter, very 
refreſhful and G to us; not only 128 
cauſe 


» Together wich Mr. Adeline | Michael Shields x went ald 
to the Netherlands, where they ſteid till near the end of the 
year, being both employed in writing the Hind let looſe, and 
n it to the prels there. as appears by letters from them 

h to Mr. Hamilton, exculing themſelves for not viſitiog him, 
7 Ga. 8 bim to borrow and ſend to them 300 gilders; which 
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fai with de, through the righteouſneſs of Gad, and our 
1 e Chr, and whom werefpett as dur breth- 
ren, under | 


„ under the ſame indiſſoloable bond of our holy co. 
venants, engaged to concert the ſame cauſe and teſti. 
mony for the precious intereſts of our princely Maſter; 
"with whom we have defired à more cloſe and intimate 
correſpondence than hitherto we bave obtained ; and 
coming from ſuch, at ſuch a time, when we were groan- 
Ing under chat bitter grievance, among many others, 
of being deprived of, and ſequeſtered from that deſire- 
con much deſired comfort of communion with our 
brethren in other-charches, which we could not enjoy 
as we defired becauſe of the univerfal decay of love. 


Teal and fympathy, every where too viſibly decreaſing, 


and becaufe of the many odious and invidious obloquies 
we and our cauſe have been aſperſed with, which yet 
we find hath not got ſo credulous entertainment with 
u, as to block up your hearts, and bind up your hands 
om ſhewing ſuch tender affection toward us as ye diſ- 


cover in your letter; but alſo, becauſe of the manner 


of its conveyance by a hand very welcome to us, wherc- 


in you demonſtrate no ſmall care and concern to be in- 


formed of our caſe and cauſe, in that you ſpare no pains 
to purchaſe the underſtanding of it. And chict- 
Ty your letter was very grateful to us, becauſe of the 
matter of it; reliſhing fo much of a goſpel ſpirit of ſym- 

thy with us in our conflicts of ſufferings and contend- 
Fes Fer ruh and duty, and of a ſavoury ſenſe of our 
worthies witneffings for the regalities of our royal Maſ. 
ter, which they ſealed with their bonds and blood; 


 andof heart-affefting grief, condoling the miſery of our 


unhappy diviſions, and of love to us prompting you to 
ſuch a ſerious ſolicitouſnels to be informed of our inte- 
grity to the ſworn-truths, and of our way in the Lord, 
the better to ſtop the calumnies of adverſaries, and of 
zeal for the common cauſe, in exprefſing your deſire to 
keep up harmony with- us in purſuance of the ends of 
the Covenants and acts of yenerable Aſſemblies, and that 

the mouths of liars may be ſtopped. Ihe fragrancy of 
which graces that your letter did ſavour of, did ver? 

much endear it to us, and incites us to ſome earneſt di- 

ligence (as our uncertain wanderings would allow) to 

endeavour a ſpeedy return. But in confidence of your 

kind conſtruction we muſt apologize with regret, = 

WI wes fg | 473 Ro 
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neither our condition for the time will admit, nor our . 


capacity will furniſh us with ſo ſpeedy and ſatisfactory an 


anſwer to ſend you as we deſire ; and therefore muſt in- 


treat your favour, both for our ſhortneſs in the abrupft 
abridgment ot our anſwer, and for our longſomeneſs in 
08: 00036, CAGE RO ²˙ węꝗ4ns CY PF. 
It — be tedious both for you and for us, to give a 
full deduction of the manifold tracts and ſteps, travels 
and traverſings, ups and downs we have had in our con- 
flicts and contendings with open enemies and profeſſed 
friends, with cruelty and craft, with rage and reproach, 
with cenſures and calumnies, with perſecutors of hand 
and perſecutors of tongue, with defection and diviſion,” 
with the extremes of left-hand declenſions and right- 
hand extravagancies, in our continued (and yet, through . 
mercy. uninterrupted) courſe of our weak wreſtlings a- 
gainſt the cortuptions of the times, and the indignities 
done to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his crown preroga- 
tires. We mult refer the more ample account of theſe 
to our Infarmatory Vindication we propoſe to emit, and 
alſo to ſend to you as ſoon as the times difficulties will 
permit us: Only at the time, to anſwer your defire in 
ſome meaſure, that you may be informed about theſe 
reports of our animoſities fallen out among ourſelves ; 
and how it comes, and why it is, that now in our land 
that Zudahb ſhould fight againſt Judab even at, Jeruſalem, - 
which cauſes your ſpirits to faint to hear the reports of 
it, we would in ſome ſhort hints and open-hearted inge - 
nuity give you to underſtand ſomething of the cauſes and 


effects, rite and reſult of theſe animoſities, and what 


our carriage hath been under theſe diſſenſions, and of 
our preſent abſtraction amidſt theſe diſtractions, whence 
it ſprang and where it ſtands with us. F 
Though we be moſt unworthy of the honour, and ve- 
ry uncapable and inſufficient for the work of proſecuting 
a teſtimony ſor the covenanted work of 'reformation of 
this once renowned church ; yet it hath ever been, and 
ſtill is our ambition and endeavour to aim at it, and in- 
iſt in the footſteps of the moſt zealous and faithful pro- 
moters of it that have gone before us, and to advance 
in it as they left it without any abandoning or oregang 5 
any part of it, or altering (further than that progreſs 
or rather application to our preſent caſe the times' have 
called us: to make) ſo that however we be reproached 
wich new principles and practices which we have forged 
"4 AGE ages O o , | and 
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and foſtered to maintain our new way, as many e ten of 


dur backſliding brethren do call our preſent teſtimony; 
2 we can truly ſay, we know of none that we have e- 


pouſed either contrary to the venerable church _ 


tutions in our beſt and pureſt times, or contradicto 
what our miniſters preached before theſe diviſions be "ay 
or to what we ourſelves profeſſed when united with them, 
who now brand us with the odious characters of jang- 
lings and ſchiſmatics, which we will not now ſtand to 
refute by recriminations, but can eafily vindicate ourſelves 
from it by a naked deduction of the controverſy as mana- 
ged by us ſince the firft riſe of it. 

Our teſtimony hath been in ſome meaſure contfuct 
and propagated ever fince the fatal cataſtrophe of over- 
turning the work of reformation by the. re · introduction 
ef tyranny, fupremacy end Prelacy, fince which time 
we have always deſigned and deſired to adhere to and 
zmbark with fach miniſters and profeſſors as did from 
time to time zealoufly withſtand and witneſs againſt the 
feveral ſucceſſive gradations of this national revolt from 
the Lord, and were incorporated with the body of ther! 
chat did bear and follow the Lord's ſtandard in the field- 
preaching before” Bothwel; with whom we had ſweet 
and ſoul-ſatisfying communion; while their feet , were 
beautiful jor the diauntui ne, bringing gled tidirgs, publiſt- 

ing x 25 7, and roclaiming as heralds, that Z 70 
King reigned ; white they] parded their lives in the 
high places of the fields with us in che work of che Lord, 
in negotiating a treaty of reconciliation between the Lord 
and us ; ſhewing forth all the counſet of God to us, and 
all the cauſes of his contendings with us, and preſfing us 
to all the duties of the day neceſſary for keepmg up the 
teſtimony and bringing our King back again to the land, 
whom our provocations had Baniſned. For which end 
_ they ineuleated upon us eur eovenant-engagements to 
keep and contend. for the word of the church of Scot- 
land's patience, to wreſtle againſt all the encroachment 
made upon our Maſter's kingdom, and to weep over all 
the indignities done unto his name by this apoſtate and 
malignant party, revolted from, and revelling againft 
him, and to ſtand. at the fartheſt from albeountenancing 
of, or complying with them, or ſtreugthening their 
he hands by hearing of the curates, or anſwering their 
| Eoprts, or tranſacting with them any. manner of way, 


in taking their enſnaring bonds or oaths, — ve 
| e 10 


Had.many then impoſcd, of the, ſame nature. with theſe 
Torged. ſince, though now more univerſally. accepted) 


or in paying, their iniquitous exa for maintaining 
them in their -wickedaeſs, profeſſedly impoled and re- 


quired for that end ; yea, when .many. of our much ho- 


noured watchmen ſpared not to Tet their trumpet to their 


mouth and cry . againſt all the defoctions of their breth- 


ding and ruining defection of the acceptance of that in- 


dulgence, the baſtard brat ef that blaſphemous ſupre- 


macy, Bere jonls were refreſhed in going along with 


them:; | 
io take the patrociny of that ſtep of defection, and pre- 
poſterous prudence and reſpect to peace with prejudice 
of truth did N others to palliate and daud i 
adhered to theſe t 
gainſt it; who, for their ſo doing were much eontemned 
and condemned; and ſome of them in ſundry Preſbyte- 
ries were cenſured and rebuked : Yet we did not break 


at when ſelf· credit and intereſt did engage ſome 


off communion with thoſe who were then labouring ts - 
quench our zeal and cool our fervour againſt that Chriſt- 


«iſhonouring fin, though at that time ve were much 
diſcountenanged by them, but endeavoured, to go on 
with the teftimony, both againſt the defeftion and the 
- tyrant's uſurpation 2 Chriſt's crown, thereby expli- 
citely exauctorated, from which it had its riſe; and ac- 
cordingly the teftimony at Rutherglen was emitted May 
29th, 1676. againſt the declaration condemning our co- 
venants, the act for keeping that anniverfary day for the 


ſetting up the Uſurper, and againſt. other wicked acts 


made againſt the intereſt of Chriſt in the land, which 

were then publicly burnt ; which is now condemned by 

many that then approved and applauded it. | 
After which, when in profagution oſ the ſame teſt 


mony, the Lord favoured us With a notable victory at 


Druniclog, that expedition of Bathwel following there- 
upon, was broken by a holy prayoked God for our fins, 


by occaſion. of our diviſions and confuſions, femented by | 


the oppoſers of our. teſtimony wherein we were united 
before ſome miniſters and others favouring the indul- 
gence did contend for inſerting the intereſt of the uſurp- 
ing indulger in the ſtate of the quarrel, and oppoſed the 


inſerting of the ihdulgence as it was obtruded and accept- 


ted, among the cauſcheof humiliation, that we then 
pleaded, far as a ace duty that appęarance called 
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it, we 
t faithfully continued to contend a- 


+ . 
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for. Whereupon followed that lamentable overthrow 
wherein much precious blood was ſhed, and many of our 
dear brethren were led in triumph captives by the infult- 
ing enemy; ſome of them ſealed that teſtimony we then 
contended for with their blood; others of them refuſing 
the inſnaring indemnity (condemning that and all other 
appearances as fin) and the bond of peace then tendered 
as the teſt of that compliance, were baniſhed ; and in 
their voyage murdered, by being ſhut up under hatchets 
when the ſhip was loſt. Many came off by taking that 
bond, being tempted by the perſuaſions of ſome mini- 
ſters and the filence of others who refuſed to give their 
advice. At which time, a number of our miniſters for- 
med themſelves into an aſſembly, wherein they voted for 
a new indulgence with the Cautionary Bond, in ſome 
reſpects more derogatory to Chriſt's prerogative and the 
goſpel's liberty than the former; and from that time 
ſuch as had not the benefit of the indulgence, in homo- 
logation of that impoſition, did copfine their preaching 
within' doors or near honſes, that that ſhadow of obe- 
dience might be a ſconce for their protection. Then did 
our perplexities begin that did much aſtoniſh us, and 
brought us to our wits end: Yet did not our hunger 
after the ordinances abate, but we adhered to the few 
miniſters we had that would concur and venture in the 
work of the goſpel. And when Mr. Richard Cameron 
uſed all diligence and patience in inviting and inciting 
others of his brethren then lurking, to a concurrence, 
He could not obtain it; yet with the cancurrence he had 
and our adherence, he went on with the teſtimony both 
againſt enemies uſurpations and the ſhameful and ſinful 
yieldings of his brethren thereunto. And accordingly, 
conſidering the wickedneſs, uſurpations and tyranny of 
the late tyrant, then raging as a roaring lion and ranging 
dear over the poor people, impoſing upon their conſci- 
- ences, robbing, ſpoiling and pillaging their. pofſeflions, 
Hunting and cruelly handling, impriſoning, torturing, 
butchering and murdering their bodies for conſcience of 
duty; affronting and defying the Moſt High GOD, 
in heaven-daring wickedneſs, inverting, perverting and 
diverting the ordinance of magiſtracy ; and deftroying 
all laws and liberties, all ſecurities of mankind, and over- 
turning the whole work of reformation, breaking and 
burning the covenant with God and compact with the 
people, and arrogating to himſelf a blaſphemous ſupre- 
cn 3 macy 
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for that teſtimony, others were taken and barbarouſſy 
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maecy over the church of Chriſt: he did, with the con- 
currence and adherence aforefaid, publiſh a Declaration 
at Songwhar, June 22d, 1680. diſowning and diſclaim- 


ing the tyrant z and in ſome expectation of a further 


capacity,” did declare a war againſt him, and all that 


took his part. But, inſtead of that obliged concurrence 
which miniſters ought to have given to this teſtimony ſo 


ſtated, this action and the owners thereof were 


ly condemned by them ; and being fo deferted and a- 
bandoned of them, in the holy providence of God, we 
loſt that worthy ſtandard-bearer, and many other wor- 
thies, at Air mg: where many died valiantly fighting 


butchered, hanged, and quartered, ſealing the ſame 
with heroic courage, and the countenance of the Lord 
ſignally ſhining upon them, who yet, by the oppoſers of 
our teſtimony, tho? profeſſed friends to the cauſe, were 
condemned as dying fooliſhly, upon inſufficient grounds. 
Then had we none to concur with us hut worthy Mr. 
Donald Cargill, of whom the land and we were not wor- 
thy; and therefore ſhortly after this, the Lord depriv- 
ed us of him likewiſe, and gave him the crown of mar- 
tyrdom, in owning the ſame — That was a d 


of our perplexity and treading down in our valley of vi- 


ſion. Then the word of the Lord was precious, and 
there was no open viſion; the ſtandard was fallen, and 
there was none to take it up, of all the miniſters that 
were then in the land; tho“ they had many reiterated 
calls from ſeveral corners, yet none would come forth to 
preach publicly, but ſitting and lighting or ſhifting our 
calls, did either lurk in the land, or went abroad and de- 


ſerted their work. Whence, being left in that dark- 


neſs, many went aftray to the right and left hand. On 
the one hand, John Gib and his accomplices diſcovered 
their wild extravagances, to the reproach of the way of 
God, On the other hand, many deſerted vur teſtimo- 
ny, and made defection unto the time's compliances : 
and generally all were jumbled into ſuch confuſions, that 
ſearcely cou d one underſtand the language of another, 
or know who concurred in the teſtimony : But in that 
extremity, the Lord made ſome inſtrumental to gather 
us together in a General Correſpondence ; where this 
method was fallen upon, which we have hirherto kept 
up, of meeting together from all the ſocieties of our em- 
bodied community, to underſtand one another's minds 

about 
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about the duties or fins of Ihe times, and 10 encoura 
Ins another, and to do all things jointly, by mutual => 


Vice and common conſent, in proſecution of., he gom- 7 
mon teſtimony, which we call our General Meeting; 


_— 


which | 
.. IPOs 77 


proved in ſome meaſure encouraging to us; For 


when, we were few in number and deſtitute of paſtors, 


another declaration was publiſhed at Lanert, Jaxuery- 


12th, 1682. confirming. the former and further teſti- 


fying againſt. the receptian of the duke of York, and ad- 


teſt, Sc. waich declaration did ſet us more alone, aud 


made us more the butt of enemies malice, and of our 
drethren's contempt than any thing formerly; ſor ſrom 
thencefarth, many did more declaredly oppoſe us, and 
informed againſt us both at home and abroad; laying 
heavy things, which we knew not, to our charge, with- 
out either trying the truth of them, or taking pains to 
admoniſh us of them. l —_— 5 
4 Wherefore, in the next General Meeting, ve fell to 
_ deliberate h&w our caſe might be repreſented, and our 
cauſe vindicated to ſtrangers 5 and we reſolved to ſend 
ſome abroad to make it known that we adhered to all 
the principles of the true Preſbyterian church of Scot- 
land, in its doctrine, worſhip, difcipline and govern» 
ment; after which by f — 99 2 door being 
opened for the inſtruction of ſome ſtudęuts at a college 
in the Netherlands, we ſent fame young men thither to 
ſrudy; and in proceſs of time received back Mr. 7ames 
Renwick an ordained miniſter, who bath hitherto la- 
bhoured among us in the work of the, goſpel, not without 
a ſeal of his miniſtry through the Lord's bleſſing; hov- 
ever it be oppoſed and deſpiſed of men. After which, 
the jury and violence of enemies were let looſe upon us, 


as well-asthe ſcourge of tongues, tothe effuſion of much 


of the precious blood of our brethren, and the bon«lage 
and .baniſhment of others; and wicked acts were given 
out for all to apprehend us wherever we cauld be found, 
and to raiſe the hue and cry after us, inhibiting all to re- 
ſet or correſpond any manner of way with us, under the 
ſexereſt penalties, which brought us to great ſtraits, and 
even to deſperate extremity, with+ut any probable hope 
of relief, by reaſon of the enemy's vigilancy, the coun» 
try's readineſs. to obey, (being already much waſted with 
uppreſiion, and fearing greates devaſtations) and the 
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| wicket" malice of many intelligencers and informers, 
hence we were neceſſitated to put forth another declara- 
tion affixed on ſeyEral market croſſes and church doors, ö 
Noveuther — $684, confirming and explaining the for- 
mer, and vindicating us and our teſtimony from ſome o- 
dious aſperſions, to the intent to deter and fear the 
country from giving intelligence of us: which, thotigh' © 
it did ſcrew up our trial to a greater height than ever, | 
the enemies bloody cut-throats having # commiſſions to 
murder us wherever they met with us) and though it 
proveil a ſnare to many, while an oath abjuring the ſame 
was generally preſſed thro” the country, in very ſmooth 
_ and ſubtile terms, which cozened many; yet it deter- 
ed many from their former diligence in informing againſt 
ns, and fo drew out ſome; to join with us, even fome - 
ho had taken that oath of abjuration, when they had 
- diſcovered the guilt of it in their wounded conſciences. 
However, we cannot recsunt the number of our dear "A 
| brethren that we loſt in this deluge of blood that was * 
tked at this time by foldiers, and ſome gentlemen, tht 
made it their work to kill us wherever we could be found, 
withott either trial or fentence, or time to prepare for A 
death; or refpe& to age or ſex; even women, fome of ax 
very young, ſome of an old age being drowned in their 
fury. But in the mean time in the height of this rage, 
the Lord did remove the tyrant Charles II. which did 
MSFT cv . CH, 
— Thereafter, when his brother Jamer duke of York 
was proclaimed, and a parliament convocated for eſta- 
bliſhing him in is uſurpation, we refolved upon a teſti- 
mony againſt the ſame ; and to emitted another declarak ͤ 
tion at Sangubar, May 28th, 1685. not only proteſting 
againſt the foreſaid uſurpation, contrary to our ebVenant- ai 
ec reformation and laws of the country; but giving out. 
teſtinwony apainſt all kinds of papiſtry in general and pa- 4 
ticular heads,” as is expreſt in our National Covenants. 
This was done in the mean time of the earł of Argyle 
_ expedition, with which we were much preſſed to concur, 
ad many emnbodied with us were drawn away with the 
importunity of ſome miniſters and others of that afſocia- 
tion; yer we could not pin with them, nor eſpouſe their 
declaration as the ftt2e of their quarrel, becaufe it was 
not concerted, according to the ancient phea of the Sit \ 
% Covenanters, againſt both right and left hand oppo: 
ſites, in defence of dur reforutation, expreſly according 
OY ; _ 
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to our Covenants, National and Solemn r 
3 no mention is made of our covenants, nor of Preſ- 
byterian government, which was of ſe leſt the Sec- 
farians ſhould be irritated z becauſe it opened a door for 
a confederacy with Sectarians and them gull of which 
ty of ſhed- 


malignants they had ſome among them 
ding our blood at Air Em (. 

Acter the defeat of this expedition, i in anſwer to the 
defire of ſome. miniſters, who came over with Arg) le, 
we had a conference with them, July 22d, 1685. in 
© which, inſtead of allaying differences, the propoſals chat 
were made for union did heighten our breaches, both 
with them and among ourſelves, as did appear by the 
conſequents; herein though they offered accomodations, 
yet in conference to Tis 4 it about, they mentioned and | 
did not diſown that which bred alienation, VIZ. a previ- 
ous information they had ſent to ſtrangers, accuſing us 
of heavy things, that we had not only caſt off all magi- 
| ſtrates in Scotland, but had conſtituted among ourſelves 
all kinds of magiſtrates, and were for cutting off all as 
open enemies, who did not acknowledge our imaginary 

vernment; that our ſocieties were only an erroneous 
faction, and have no powerof calling paſtors, c. which 
information, ſo full of calumnies, though 12 did ex- 
tenuate, alledging that the copy of it which we produced 
was forged, yet they confeſſed ſome ſuch i ormation 
was written, and went on to proſecute, in effect, the 
ſame crimination; and ſaid, they excerpted all out of 
aur public papers: and further challenged us, for falſe- 
ly accuſing them in our proteſtation againſt the Seottiſh 
congregation at Rotterdam ; where they with others were 
promiſcuouſly charged with ſundry things in cumulo, 
which they were not guilty of. We confeſſed it was an 
overſight conjointly to actumulate theſe charges without 
diſtinction; but taking them ſeparately, we offered to 
make out every thing there charged upon the names in- 
ſerted. And further, in inveighing againſt Mr. Ren- 
-wwict's ordination, they accuſed the church of Holland 
of Eraſtianiſm, and many other corruptions + To which 
hae only replied, that he had received his ordination from 
the Preſbytery of Groningen, and they being foreigners, 
and not chargeable either with our defections, or any de- 
clining from the teſtimony of their own church, but ad- 


vancing, and groaning under ſome corruptions from 
which 
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Which they were never reformed, would come under an- 
other conſideration than miniſters of our own church de- 
fending a courſe of defection ; howbeit, as he proteſted 
in the face of the Preſbytery, when he received ordinz- 
tion, againſt all things he knew among them diſſonant 
to the work of reformation of the church of Scotland 3 
ſo he told his purpoſe to inform that venerable Preſbytery 
bow they were repreſented in Scotland; and if they 
could not clear themſelves, at leaſt, of ſome: of the grot- 
leſt of theſe things, he would be willing to acknowledge 
before ſuch as were competent, that he had n in 
meddling with them. 
The accommodation which they offered, was upon 
terms, which we thought deſtructive to our teſtimony, 
tolay afide all debates, and let by-gones paſs, and go on 
in the public work; which we did not think was the 
way to heal our ſore: But we offered if differences and 
cxceptions.conld be removed in a xight and honeſt way; 
we would be moſt willing to join with them; which-ex- 
2 were given in, in theſe particulars following; 
Their leaving the country and deſerting the public 
N hen it vas 10 neceffary to concur in the teſtimo- 
ny, but con lemning it in ee ee and Lanerk Declara - 
| tions, even as to the matter of them; and not condemn- 
ing the paying of the locality impoſed ſor maintaining 
ſoldiers againſt. the work and people of God; their coun- 
tenaneing the complier. of the time, while in the land, 
and when abroad; joining with the Scottiſh congregati- 
on at Rotterdam, and hearing the indulged preach there; 
then, informing againſt us, and afperfing us with flan- 
| ders, ſuch as theſe in the forementioned information; 
Dy and then, concurring with the earl of Argyle afforin. | 
tion, 2gainft which we had fo many things to object, as 


at above hinted. Which exceptions {though among the 
to leaſt we have againſt many other miniſters, with whom 
n- we have no clearnefs to join in our now circumſtances, 
ne yet) we thought ſutncient to demur upon; when, after 
nd many f-uitleſs ; janglings, we could receive no ſatisfaction 
ch about them, nor a public teſtimony ſatisfyingly ſtated, 
om wherein we might both agree and concur; ſo the con- 
ers, ference broke up. And thereafter we were more unten- 
de- derly dealt with by them; and alſo deſerted by; many 
ad- embodied with us in ſellowſhip, who from that time 


lelt off coming to our General Meine '3, and to take ſe- 
pate ways, without reſpect to our former coniented a- 
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cements; and alſo did hear, receive, and ſpread a. 
oad ſome falſe reports given forth againſt us, without 
premoniſhing us about the ſame; and drew many off 
from our ſocieties by ſuch means. With ſome of which 
we had a conference, January 28th, 1686. who ſaid 
they had a verbal commiſſion from ſome ſocieties in Car- 
"rick, Sc. the effect whereof (whatever was the intent 
of their coming) tended to a further breach, though we 
were not conſcious to ourſelves of any untender dealing 
with them. For firſt, we did endeavour to remove all 
fuppoſed gronnds upon which they might ſtumble into 
alienation from us, by clearing our minds about all theſe 
things the miniſters laid to qur: charge: then ſeveral 
queſtions of weight about aur preſent differences were 
propounded to the meeting, about a letter of accuſation 
ſpread againſt us, which they did not poſitively diſclaim ; 
and about Argyle declaration, which they would own 
or diſown, accordingly as it was diverſely interpreted; 
about the exceptions given in againſt the miniſters, which 
they alledged were not valid; and finally, we aſked the 
foreſaid perſons, whether or not they were clear to join 
with us in general and particulas fellowſhips, now when 
ey had heard us ſpeak our minds ſo freely? this they 
refuſed to anſwer, putting the queſtion back. Whether 
- or not we would join with them? and generally in all 
theſe queſtions they declined freedom and plainneſs, and 
ſeemed averſe from fatisfying us, and to be rather for 
contending, tham a free communing for union; chiefly 
they ſtickled about a general concluſion previouſly agreed 
to and reſolved upon among us, That nothing relative 
to the public, and concerning the whole of us, ſhould 
be done without the conſent, or at leaſt the knowledge 
of the whole; which concluſion, though formerly they 
agreed to, yet now they called an impoſition; alledging 
that hereby they might not hear a faithful miniſter when 
occaſion offered; though we told them, we did not take 
that coneluſion in an abſolute ſenſe, as a reſtriction ſim- 
ply neceffary, for all times, all places, alt perſons, things 
and caſes; and in neceſſary duties, if the reſt ſhall fin- 
fully deny their concurrence, they proponing it, may 
lawfully without breach of the concluſion, do it for them- 
ſelves; but in points doubtful and controverted, it is 
neceſſary for adviſing and deliberating, as a hedge againſt 
precipitancy and raſhneſs, uſeful for preſervation of uni- 
an, excluding confuſion, curbing petulant ſpirits, _ 
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for the right management of affaing. In fine, for the 
reſult of this conference, when we were urged as above; 
whether we would join with them as formerly, by way 
of retortion to our propoſals of the ſame to them; we 
told them, we could not anſwer in name of our ſocieties, 
having no direction from them for that effect; and that 
for our own parts, we would not refuſe accidental or oc- 
caſional communion with them as brethren and Chriſti- 
ans; but in the preſent circumſtances, we could not be 
clear to concur with them as formerly, in carrying on 
the public work harmoniouſly, and habitually, until our 
exceptions were. removed; which were, their broking 
that concluſion of brotherhood formerly condeſcend 
to, in their calling minifters againſt whom we had ex- 
ceptions unremoved, without acquainting us therewith ; 
in their drawing together in arms without our know- 
ledge, and contrary to what was concluded by themſelves 
with ur and their friends: their refiding with other 
per {00s in points of diſagreement againſt us, * 

Whereupon, they broke away abruptly ; and thieir 
carriage ſince hath been very diſengaging, and diſcover- 
ed a great deal of alienation from us, by their labouring 
many ways to repreſent us unto the world to make us o- 
dious, in their informations given in to miniſters againſt 
us, and by their proteſting againſt and hindering Mr, 
James Renwick to enter their borders, yea, refuſing to 
communicate with him ſd much as in family-worthip, 
albeit it was ſometime far otherwiſe, when they agreed 
with us in their teſtimony againſt Papiſts, malignants, 
Sectaries, an& backſliders. But now we muſt bear ma- 
ny obloquies from them and others, waiting in depend- 
ance on the Lord's vindication, who will bring ferth our 
righteouſneſs, or rather the righteouſneſs. of his own 
cauſe by us maintained, as the light, and our judgment 
as the noon-day ; and in the mean time, carry ourſelves 
abſtraftly, and let them be ſaying, we muſt always be 

aiming at doing. : Ef ION | 

Now, dear, Brethren, we have thus far, with all un- 
feigned freedom, unboweled before you the naked ac- 
count of our contendings, in ſhort hints, without all 
preyarication, or taking advantage of. your unacquaint, 
edneſs to repreſent our cauſe better than it is." "We ſhal 
now ſhut up our letter with a brief declaration of our 
teſtimony which we now ſtand and fuffer for, and of the 
principles hit we own and difown. _ "7 ET 
| W - 


£ 


30 The Sotietys Leiter os 
Me do therefore deſtify our holding and adhering to 
the written word of God, as the only rule of faith and 
manners, and all the recelved principles of this reformed 
church, founded thereupon, and conſonant thereunts ; 
as, our- Confeſſion of faith, Catechiſms Larger and 
Shorter, Covenants National and Solemn League, Ac- 
knowledgment of Sins, and Engagement to Dutics, the 
Cauſes of God's Wrath, c. We adhere unto the doc. 
trine, worſhip, difcipline and government of this refor- 
med church, as we are covenanted to maintain; and to 
all the acts and proceedings of our general aſſemblies for 
promoving the reformation, KEEP 

We own and adhere unto all the faithful teſtimonies 
of the church, or of any of its faithful members or of- 
ficers, former, old or later,. particular or more general : 
againft the public reſolutions, Cromwel's uſurpation, and 
toleration of ſects and hereſies in his time, before the o- 

verturning, and ſince; againſt Prelacy, ſupremacy, or 
the eompliances and defections of miniſters and profeſ- 
ſors.; particularly, we own the Rutherglen, Sauqubar, 
and Lanerk Declarations, and the late Apologetical De- 
claration againſt intelligencers and informers. 3 

We own all the duties profeſſed and proſecuted by 
the faithful, for the promoval and defence of theſe tei⸗ 
timonies; as, preaching in the fields, and defending the 
ſame by arms, and appearing in a declared war againſt 
the public enemies of this kirk and kingdom, at Pente 
jand, Drumclog, Bothwel, and Air mes; and all ſuf- 
fering upon the account of theſe, or any part of non+ 
eonformity, with the God-provoking courſes of the 
1 e | ä | | 

We diſown and obteſt whatſoever, in doctrine, wor- 
Mip, diſcipline and government, is againſt, beyond, or 
beſide the written word of God; all damnable hereſy, 
as, Quakeriſm, Popery, Libertiniim, Antinomianiſm, 
Arminlaniſm, Socinianiſm, and all other under what- 
ſoever deſignation; together with the wild extravagan- 
ces of Fobn Gib: as alto, all kinds of idolatry, ſuperſti- 
tion and profaneneſs; all ſects upon the right hand, as, 
Anabaptiſm, Independency, Millenarianiſm, and all o- 
ther fects and ſchiſms, and deviſive courſes : and on the 
Teft hand, we diſown and deteſt Prelacy and Eraſtianiſm, 
and whatſoever elſe is contrary to found doctrine and the 
power of godlineſs; and all coyntenancing of or comply- 
ing with Prelacy, ſupremacy, or tyratiny, or any uſur- 
8 hy pation 
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pation upon church or ſtate made by this malignant e- 
nemy z all hearing of curates or indulged, or paying ei- 
ther of them ſtipends enacted by iniquitous laws ſetting, . 
them up; all anſwering to the courts of perſecutors, 
taking any of their vaths, as the Declaration, Teſt, the 
oath of Abjuration, or any other oaths of ſupremacy” 
or allegiance ; ſubſcribing any of their bonds, as the 
Bond of Peace, Bond of Regulation, the Bond of Com- 


pearance, or any other of that nature; paying any ot 


their wicked impoſitions, as Militia-money, Ceſs, Lo- 
cality, or Fines, or any thing that may ſtrengthen the 
hands of ſuch evil doers. As alſo, we diſcountenance 


all the ſteps of defection, declining from, or contradic- 


tory to our fore- mentioned teſtimony; and diſawn all 
aſſociation and confederacies with malignants or ſec- 
taries. | | = | 
But more particularly, becauſe our principles are moſt 

ſuſpected upon the ordinances of magiſtracy and mini- 
ſtry, therefore we ſhall plainly unboſom our hearts a- 
bout theſe alſo, | | 5 
We profeſs then concerning magiſtracy, That as it is 
not founded ſubjectively upon grace, ſo it is a holy di- 
vine inſtitution for the good of human ſociety, the en- 
couragement of virtue and curbing of vice, competent 
unto, and honourable among both Chriſtians and Hea- 
thens, And for ſuch magiſtrates as being rightful and 
lawfully conſtjiuted over us, do act as the miniſters of 
God, in a due line of ſubordination to God, in the de- 
fence of our covenanted reformation and the ſubjects li- 
berties, we will own, embrace, obey and defend them 
to the utmoſt of our power. 3 
In church-matters, we allow the magiſtrate a power 
over the outward things of the church, but not over the 
mward things, as doctrine, worthip, diſcipline and go- 
vernment,— We allow him the cuſtody of bath the ta- 
bles of the law, and a power to puniſh corporally all of- 
tenders (even church- officers) againſt the ſame ;z not un- 


der the conlideration of a ſcandal, but of a crime. We 


allow him a power of ordering the well-being of the 
church; and in ſome caſes of convocating Synods, pro. 
re nata, beſides their ordinary meetings, and being pre- 
ſent there, but not to preſide in their debates; and of 
adding their civil ſanction to ſynodical reſults, but no 
power to reſtrain them in the power Chriſt hath given 
them. We allow hima cumulative power to afliſt, * 

| then 
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| imperative Pn to, command church-officers' to do 
their duty, bu 


Cially either in civil or criminal courts ; only they may 
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tion; his unparalelled perfidy and perjury in breaking, 


then and ratify what: church-officers do, by virtue of 
their officc ; but not a privative power 0 detract any 


way from the church's authority. We allow him an 


t not an elective power, either to do him» 
ef what is incumbent on church, officers, or to depute 
others to do in his name, or by any miniſterial power 
Finally, We grant this to be the full extent of the 
magiſtrate's ſupremacy in church- affairs, to order what- 
ever is commanded by the God of Heaven, that it may 
be diligently done for the houſe of the God of Heaven; 
and what further he may uſurp, we diſown and deteſt. 

But in things civil, though we do not fay that every 
tyrannical act makes a tyrant, yet we hold, that habi. 
tual, obſtinate and declared oppoſition to, and overtur- 
ming of religion, laws and liberties, and making void all 
contracts with the ſubjects, intercepting and interdicting 
all redreſs by ſupplications or otherwiſe, doth ſufficient- | 
ly invalidate his right and relation of magiſtracy, and 
warrant ſubjects, efpecially-in covenanted lands, to re- 
volt from under, and diſown allegiance to ſuch a power; 
yet they may not lawfully arrogate to themſelves that 
authority which the tyrant hath forfeited, or act judi- 


do that which is neceflary for ſecuring themſelves, liber- 
ty and religion, Rt 3 "a 
But for the late tyrant, as we did diſown and do de- 
teſt the memory of his firſt erection and unhappy reſto- 
ration, after, by many evidences, he was known to be 
an enemy to God and the country; of his nefarious 
wickedneſs in ejecting the miniſters of Chriſt from their 
charges, and introducing abjured Prelacy ;. bis atrocious 
arrogance in reſcinding all acts for the work of reforma- 


making void-and burning the Covenants 3 his heaven- 
daring uſurpation in arrogating to himſelf that blaſphe- 
mous ſupremacy; his audacious and treacherous exert- 
ing of that uſurped power in giving indulgences to outs 
ed miniſters to divide and deſtroy the church; his ty- 
ranny over the conſciences of poor people, preſſing them 
to conformity with the time's abominations, and impol- 
ing upon them conſcience-debauching oaths : his tyran- 
ny over the whole land, in levying militia and other for- 
ces for carrying on his wicked deſigns of advancing wo 
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ſelf to arbitrarian abſoluteneſs, and impoſing wicked | 
exactions for their maintenance, profeſſedly required aur 
ſuppreſſing religion and lberty ; his cruelty over the 
bodies of Chriſtians, in chaſing and killing upon the 
fields many without ſentence, and bloody butcheri 
hanging, heading, mangling, diſmembring alive, quar- . 
tering upon ſcaffolds, impriſoning, laying in wons, tor- | 
turing by boots, thumbkins, fire-matches, cutting pe- 
ces out of the ears of others, baniſhing and ſelling 
ſlaves old and young men and women in great numbers z 
opprefling many others in their eſtates, forfeiting, ob- 

ding, ſpoiling, pillaging their goods, caſting them n 
of their habitations, interdicting any to reſet them un- 

der the pain of being treated after the ſame manner: S 
for the continued and habitual trade of theſe and mam 
other acts of tyranny, we did diſown, and do yet adhere 
to our revolt from under the yoke of his tyranny. 

And for the ſame reaſons we'diſown- the ufurpation of . 

James Duke of York, ſucceeding and inſiſting in the 
{fame footſteps of tyranny, treachery and cruelty, and 
labouring to bring theſe lands in ſubjection again to the 
yoke of Antichrift, being a profeſſed Papiſt, and there- 
fore by many laws of ths land incapable of bearing any ,_ 

rule. —— And here we ſtand as to the point of mag = 
ſtracy. „ ht — 
Concerning the miniſtry, we own the lawfulneſs amd 

the neceſſity of that ordinance, againſt Quakers and all 


— 


— practice 3 


le- its oppoſers; and hold it our duty to obey and engou- 
o- rage all faithful paſtors, and highly to honour them in 
de love for their work's ſake. And we hold it unlawful for 
dus any man, though never ſo well qualified, to take upon 
cir him the work of the miniftry without licence and ordi- 
ous nation by the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery, 
ma- or any competent number of theſe to whom Chriſt hath 
ing, committed the power of the keys. And we hold, that the 
den power of church-government and diſcipline, and every 1 
phe⸗ part of the miniſterial function does not appertain to | 
Lefty Pope, Prelate, magiſtrate nor multitude of believers, MN 
outs but only to the officers of Chriſt's appointment, as the 
1 35 ſubject and receptacle of all ſuch power. | _— 
the | We therefore profeſs our ſincere reſpe& unto, and 
4 will own and embrace all fuch miniſters as are clothed Ss 
* with Chriſt's commiſſion in his orderly and appointed ; | 
AF way; all ſuch as are clothed with righteouſneſs and fal- 43 
him vation, confirming and adorning their doctrine by their | 
| | 
1 
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practice ; all fuch as are found, ſpiritual and orthodox 
their doctrine, holding forth the word of life in incor. 
ruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that cannot 
PENS and — in the EP of their 
ithon, crying aloud, and not ſbaring,, ſhea! acob 
Sis furs, and 72 his Prod we conſtant nr — 
in their work, in ſenſon and out of ſeaſon, reproving, re- 
zuling, exhorting with all Jong-ſuftering and patience, mak- 
ing full proof of their miniſtry, — Yea further, we will 
withdraw from no miniſters upon ſuch inſufficient 
grounds as their infirmities, their different judgment or 
practice in things that are either indifferent or not ma- 
terial, or not contradictory to the teſtimony of the 
church of Scotland; their ignorance of the ſtate of our 
teſtimony, having no occaſion to be informed thereof, 
which hath made them heretofore ſtand back from cou- 
currence with us; and even their real ſcandals, not at- 
tended with obſtinacy, but confeſſed and forſaken. 
But we judge we have ſufficient ground to withdraw 
from all who cannot inſtruct their being clothed with 
Chriſt's call, in his orderly way, as the curates, &c. 
From all who have ſubjected their minittry to the dii- 
poſal of ſtrange lords, and. taken a new holding from, 
and upon a new architectonic and uſurped power in the 
exerciſe thereof, by accepting a-new graat, licence and 
warrant from the ufurper of their Maſter's crown; 2s 
the indulged, c: From all ſuch who pervert and cor- 
rupt their miniſtry, by maintaining errors, either in doc- 
trine, worſhip, diſcipline or government, contrary to 
the Scriptures and our Confeſſions and principles of our 
covenanted reformation and contradictory to our preſent 
teſtimony founded thereapon and agreeable thereunto 
From all miniſters guilty of groſs compliances with the 
public enemies of this covenanted and reformed church, 
who have broken the covenant, deſtroyed the reforma- 
tion, uſurped the prerogatives of Chriſt, and are fill, 
and by all means ſeeking the extirpation of all the own- 
ers of the cauſe of God: From ſnch miniſters who take 
the defence and patrociny of theſe courſes, and pailate 
and plaiſter them, ſtrengthening the hands and harden- 
ing the hearts of theſe who are engaged in thera, fo that 
none doth turn from theſe wicked things: From ſuch 
miniſters as are unfaithful in the exerciſe of the miniſte- 
rial function, or in a ſmooth, general, flattering way, 
applying or rather miſapplying their doctrine to the 


times: 


times : From ſuch as are finfully filent, in deſertin 5 | 


their duty and lying bye from the public work of preach 

ing the goſpel, when the people's urgent neceſſity and 

preſſing call doth nlake it indiſpenſible, hen people ars 
ueſtitute of all public warning, in the times when ſnares 
are moſt abounding, and the poor flock. in the greateſt 
hazard to be turned aide 1 From ſuch as are ſchiſmatical 
and pragmatical dividers of the church and wideners of 
the breaches thereof, already broken and divided, ſowing 
diſcord among brethren, and promoving their contenti- 
ons: Finally, from all ſuch as are ſcandalous and diſor- 
derly, eĩther in their miniſterial or perſonal walk : From 
all miniſters that deſerve theſe characters, we think we 
have ſufficient grounds faoin ſcripture and atts of affems 


z 


blies, to withdraw our communion. _ . « 
And therefore, as we hold ourſelves bound in conſci- 
ence and duty, with all due reſpe& to the miniſtry,” and 
love to their perſons, to bear witneſs and teſtify againſt 
the defections of the generality of the miniſters of the 
church of Scotland, ftnce the overturning; of our refor- 
mation, and introduction of Prelacy ; their fainting and 
not giving a teſtimony for the church's liberties againk its 
deſtroyers at their firſt introduction; their leaving their 
Chargesattheir.command; their deficiency in not giving a 
teſtimony when the covenant was broken and burnt, nor - 
when the ſupremacy was eſtabliſhed their general lying 
bye from their work, the poor people thereby wanting wars 
ming; {ome accepting of the indulgence, others not wit- 
nelling againſt it, but pleading tor it as no defection, or 
tor union with the indilged ; their meeting in Preſby- 
teries for the rebuking and cenſuring of the more faithful, 
who did witneſs againſt that ſin; their laying bonds 
on ſome young men not to ſpeak of it; their pleadin 
far the Tyrant's intereſt at Bothwel; their acceptiug ot 
the Cautionary Bond, to obſerve his orders in preaching 
aiter Bothwel z their perſuading to, or not difluading 
from taking many inſnaring bonds and oaths impoſed u- 
pon priſoners and others; their leaving the work of 
preaching the goſpel in the fields when they were moſt 
called to the duty, in a time of abounding ſnares from 
the right and left hand, and reproaching and condemn- 
ing others who did j-opard and loſe their lives in that 
work; their complying with the enemies in bonding wit 
their courts, (ſome to that length, as to come under ob- 
ligatious to forbear the exerciſe of their miniſtry) and 


Qq hearing 
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hearing of their curates ; their joining with ſuch conſe- 
deracies and aſſociations that did open a door for the in- 
troduction of malignants and ſectaries, contrary to our 
eovenant-engagements; and the like ſteps of defection, 
which we deſire to mourn for. So, for theſe and the 
like defections we muſt withdraw from, and diſcounte- 
nance many of our miniſters, whom otherwiſe we love 
and honour. 
And ſeeing in theſe times of ditempeaing confuſions, 
we are now deprived of the remedy of thefe ſettled judi- 
catories whereunto we might recur in the Eaſe, and yet 
are bound in our capacities to witneſs againſt theſe defec- 
tions, whereby the wrath of our God is fo much kindled 
againſt the land; therefore we judge it lawful, reaſona- 
ble and neceſſary, i in this declining and diſordered ſtate of 
the church, to leave that part of the church which hath 
gone aftray i into ſuch defections, whether minifters or 
- profeſſors, as to a joint concurrence in carrying on the 
public work, (and let them return to us, but we not to 
them) and to adhere to the other part of the church, 
miniſters and profeſſors, though fewer and weaker, who 
are ſtanding ſtedfaſtly to the defence of reformation, 
witneſſing againſt the 5 until the defections of 
the backfliding party be confeſſed and forſaken; where - 
in we altogether deny we can be charged with. poſitive 
ſeparation from the church of Scetland ; yea, nor nega- 
tive ſeparation, if it be confidered actively: We only ac- 
knowledge a ſeparation, paffively conſidered, in our be- 
ing left alone in the time of our greateſt ftraits, and for- 
faken by the reſt; endeavouring, the mean while, with 
many failings and much weakneſs, to retain and maintain 
the covenanted work of reformation in all its parts, as it 
was attained unto in our beſt and pureft times; and 
chuſing rather to ſtand ſtill and walk alone, than to go 
along with others in declining and offenſive courſes. 
Now, having alſo given you, in all well-meaning bh 
neſs, this declaration of our teſtimony, we fhall not 
trouble you further, but conclude with a humble de- 
fire, That, as ye would weigh what we have ſaid in the 
balance of truth and charity, fo you would acquaint us 
with your ſentiments of the ſame, and deal freely in ad- 
moniſhing us wherein you think. we err, or go beyond, 
or come ſhort of our duty. Your correſpondence ſhould 


be or — and comfortable unto us: So, recom- 
mending 


* 
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mending you to the grace and mercy oſ our Lord and 

Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, we reſt | - ++ 5-8 
Tour affeRtionate friends and brethren in the Lord, ' 


Subſcribed in our name, and by our dire Sion, by the 
clerk of our General Meeting 


Ich AkL SHIELDS. 


| A few days after this meeting, there were ſome cau- 


be obſerved by the Societies, wherewith they were to be 
acquainted ; which was accordingly done. The cauſes 
follow, BOY 7 5 | 


The firſt was the 14th day of April, to be kept a dax 
of faſting, humiliation and prayer unto the Lord for 
theſe chuſes. , 2 FE: s 5 pt 
1. The great diſhonour done to God, and groſs abo- 
minations contained in the late proclamation ; ſuch as, 


made againſt Papiſts, (2.) The introduction and toler- 
ation of Popery, and free liberty granted to Quakeriſm, 
(3.) The ſnares and reſtrictions offered to ſuch miniſters 
as the adverſaries call moderate Preſbyterjans. (4.) The 
blaſphemous encroachment of the tyrant upon the pre- 
rogative of God, in making and reſcinding oaths at his 
pleaſure ; and in place of the former, now ſubbſtituting 
a new oath, which js the ſink of all their abominations, 
wherein he proclaims himſelf abſolute and ſovereign, 
(due only to God, and to no mortal) and will have ac- 
knowledgment as ſuch, and men's conſciences to be en- 
tirely ſurrendered to his luſtful rage. 

2. The danger wherein the faithful remnant do ſtand 
through the wickedneſs of the enemy, belching out cru- 
el threatenings of utter deſtruction to all who will a- 
vouch, own or countenance the faithful and free preach- 
ing of the goſpel. _ 1 

3. The lothſome lukewarmneſs and indifferency of 
our ſocieties in falling ſlack in religious duties, in not 
laying out themſelves more in their ſtations for promov- 
ing the work of the Lord, and in forbearing (many of 
them) to carry arms at our ſolemn meetings, for the de- 
tence of the goſpel, their brethren, and themſelves. 

. 0 


ſes of faſts drawn up, which were thought neceſſary to 


(1.) The cafling and annulling the penal laws and ſtatutes 


«nb Actoitht of tbe Nar 1687. 
It was alſo appointed that the 12th of May fhould be 
kept by our ſocieties as a day of faſting and prayer tu 
the Lord, for the cauſes following. | 
I, That the Lord would give us a right way. of con- 
ſtituting and ſettling elderſhips, and that he would ac- 
company with his bleflirig and power, theſe labourers 
whom he had ſent forth to the public work, that their 
labours might be in mercy, and with ſucceſs, 

2. That he would carry on the buſineſs of the vindica- 
tion, and make it effectual for gaining its end: And al- 
ſo that he would preſerve theſe of our miniſters who for 
the time were neceſſarily called out of the land, and re- 
ſtore them unto us, fraughted with his Spirit. 


In the year, 1687, The Cockatrice-egg was laid; 
which, if the Lord cruſh it not, threatens the produc- 
tion of the bafiliſk of popery itſelf; and that ſleep-drink 
of this Antichriſtian intoxicating toleration was then 
brewed in hell, blinked in Rome, and propined to Scot- 
land, as a preſervative for the cup of the Whore's for- 
nications; which did more bewitch and intoxicate the 
bulk and body of the Proteſtants and Preſbyterians of 
all ranks and capacities, into a ſtupid ſubmiſſion to An- 

tichriſt's encroachments; a ſecure compliance with his 
deſigns to introduce popery and ſlavery; or a ſenſeleſs 
ſurceaſe from all oppoſition to, or teſtimony againſt 
them, than any former attempt of Bab ylon'g Policy, or 
effort of her power, could ever effectuate in Scotland. 
When a toleration is offered, accepted, addreſſed for, 
and peaceably and thankfully improved, according to or- 
der; flowing from a blaſphemous fountain, abſolute 
power; which all are to obey without reſerve; conveyed 
through a treaſonable channel, ſuſpending, ſtopping, 
and diſabling all righteous ſtatutes penal, againſt Papiſts; 
deſigned for ſuch ſinful ends, as the ſubverſion of the 
proteſtant, and the peaceable introduction of the popiſh 
religion; producing ſuch miſerable effects, as, the en- 
couragement of all wickedneſs, and error, extinguiſh- 
ing all zeal againſt them, and increaſe of defection, di- 
viſion and confuſion; offered in ſuch ſcandalous terms 
as palpably encroach upon the doctrine, worthip, diſ. 
cipline and government of Chriſt's free kingdom, and 
plainly preclude all acceſſion to any faithful proteſtation 
againſt theſe encroachments, conſiſtent with the im- 
provement of the liberty; and obtruded with ſuch _ 
| | Y 
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ful ſecurities, as rob the church of all her legal charters - 
of laws and covenants eſtabliſhing her reformation, and 
leave her nothing in lien thereof, but a blind promiſe 
of one, Whoſe principles oblige him to keep no faith 3 4 
and ſuch. a promiſe as does not eſtabliſ the religion to- 
lerated under the notion of religion; but tolerates it on- 
ly, as a thing to be ſuffered. Yet this was generally 
complied with by the miniſters and profeſſors through 
out the kingdom; and all ſuch as did not ſay a confe- 
deracy with- them in this, were houted at, and flouted 
as ſigns and wonders, on all hands; and more than ever 
expoſed to the reproach of tolerated and indemnified 
friends, who had now purchaſed to themſelves peace, at 
the rate of ſelling truth and ſhifting duty, and more 
than ever threatned by the perſecuting enemies. For, 


in all their proclamations of peace and liberty to others, 


they thunder many menaces againſt them, - - - - 

The firſt proclamation, February 1 2th, 1687. toler- 
ating the moderate Preſbyterians to meet in their pri- 
vate houſes (excluding barns) c. to hear the indulged 
miniſters allenarly, © Certifies, That field-conventicles, 


and ſuch as preach at them, or who ſhall any way aſ- 


© fiſt or conniye at them, ſhall be proſecuted according 
© to the utmoſt ſeverity of laws made againſt them.“ The 
ſecond proclamation, June 28th, the ſame year, buſk- 
ing the hook better, that they might bite more kindly, 
allowing all to ſerve God after their own way in any 
houſe ; ſo that, they take care that nothing be preach» 
ed, which may any way tend to alienate the hearts 

ho people from the government, Se. makes expreſs - 
proviſion, that no meetings:be in the open fields: For 
which, now after this royal favour, there could not be 
the leaſt ſhadow of excuſe left, Which meetings are 
ſtrictly prohibited, and all laws ind acts of Parliament 
left in full force and vigor, with a further command to 


all judges, magiſtrates and officers of forces, to proſe- 


cute ſuch as ſhould be found guilty of the ſaid field- con- 
venticles, with the utmoſt vigor. There was alſo a third 
proclamation, October 5th, declaring that all perſons, 
preachers and hearers, preſent at any meeting in the 0- 
wake fields, ſhall be proſecuted with the utmoſt rigor and 

everity that their laws will allow. As alſo, all diſſent- 
ing miniſters, who ſhall take upon them to preach in 


8 houſes, without obſerving thete directions preſcribed 


(vis, That nothing be preached or taught, which may 
< | ny 
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enn way tend to alienate the hearts of the people from 
© the government, and that their meetings be peaceably 
© and publicly held, and that they ſignify and make 
known to ſome one or more of the privy counſellors, 
« ſheriffs, ftewarts, baillies, juſtices of peace, or 
E — of burghs royal, what place or places, they woke 
apart for theſe uſes, with the names of the pode) 
© ſhalt be fo proſecuted?' 

This proclamation was emitted after, and as it would 
feem, in anſwer to the addreſs of ſome miniſters dated 
at Edinburgh, July 21ſt, that ſame year, given forth in 
the name of all the Preſbyterian miniſters : Wherein, 
after z raphſody of fulſome flatteries for the toleration, 
they beſeech, that theſe who promote any difloyal prin- 
ciples or practices (as they diſown them) may be looked 
upon as none of theirs, whatſoever name they may aſ- 
ſume to themſelves. A ſuperplus of — ſolicit- 
ouſneſs for theſe who adhering unto the teſtimonies of 
the church of Scotland, againſt toleration and 
Which they call difloyal principles and practices, would 
reckon it both a ſin and ſhame to be reputed of their 
confederacy. 

Againſt all the indignities done to Chriſt, and injuries 
done to the church, Mr. Renwick and his brethren 
thought themſelves obliged to teſtify and witneſs 3 and 
not only declare againſt the fin of the givers, and of the 
accepters of ſuch a toleratio:1 ; but to warn alſo the peo- 
ple of the hazard of all their acceſſion to it, participa- 
tion with it, or approbation of it, in their frequenting 
+ theſe meetings, under the allowance and protection of 
it, as being all the badges of their complying with it, or 
tign of their approving it, which either could be requir- 
ed of them, or given by them: And to keep their meet- 
ings for this end more publicly in the apen fields, fince 
they durſt not truſt thoſe, who were ſtill thirſting inſa- 
tiably for their blood, nor give them ſuch advantages as 
they were feeking to prey upon them, by ſhutting them- 
felves within houſes ; and looked upon this as their teſ- 
timony for the caufe of Chriſt, for the intereſt of the 
Proteſtant religion, for the covenanted reformation, and 
for the laws and liberties of the country, all undermined 
and ſubverted by this toleration. 

In the beginning of the year, the other two had ne- 


occaſions — for their departure forth of — 
land 
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land for. a time and then the whole ſtreſs and burden 


of that whole work lay upon him, and the whole force 
of the "perſecution from all hands was bended a 


bim, and increaſed daily, as his zeal, freedom and 


faithfulneſs in witneſſing againſt the toleration increaſed; 
eſpecially in the obloquies and oppolitions from the tol- 
erated miniſters, againſt him, increaſed apace; who 
ceaſed not to cry out againft him, ſometimes to the 


- offence of their hearers, and all "that heard the re- 


port of it. One of them at Glaſgow, in a tranſport po 
fury rather than zeal, expreſſed himſelf to this effect, 
« He would not have been ſo grieved, if Mr. Renwick 
« had ſtabbed firſt his father and then his brother, as 
« now to hear him fo rail againſt the liberty.” It had | 
been more pertinent for him to be grieved for the 
wounds and wramps, ſtabs and ſtrokes his mother the 
church of Scotland hath received, and given by himſelf 
and others her untender children, by accepting of chis 
falſly ſo called liberty, which hath given her Joat's ſa- 
lute and cruel courteſy, a tab under the _ rib, and 
then left her in thrall and bondage. 

It might have been expected rather now, when the 
ſtorm was over, that thoſe, who lurked under the lee, 


and durſt not fet their face againſt it,-ſhauld have piti- 


ed at leaſty if not praiſed one, that/endured the whole 
rage of it, in following the duty which they had ſhift- 


ed; than that they ſhould come out of their warm holes, 


and upbraid and Inſult over their weary and weather- 
beaten fellow- ſervant. But the minifters now generally 
coming home from abroad, and out of their quiet cham- 


bers, and beginning to preach, ſet themſelves to cry out 


apainſt Mr. Renwicł, and the poor perſecuted people 
that heard him, being, as it would ſeem, more concern 
ed to give a proof of their loyalty to pleaſe their new 
friends (enemies to their old Friend and Mafter Chrift) 
than of their love and zeal to him, whoſe ambaſſadors 


they were, in refenting the wrongs done to his glory : 


And in this, they were abetted, encouraged and inſti- 


gated by many profeſſors; ſome of whom, in their cal- 


ling miniſters, have admoniſhed them not to forget to 
preach againſt Mr. Renwick, c. which, when one mi- 
niſter, -a ſtranger to that method, and a ſtranger in the 


Place where he was called to preach, viz. in Glaſgow, 


refuſed, taking it ill, that they ſhould offer ſuch inſtruc- 
tions to lim, and alked if that was their way of calling 
mi- 
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miniſters ; they anſwered very preſumptuouſly, it 
deſired, and expected, and cuſtomarily uſed, - digp 


did ſo that preached there. They forgot. here the old 
charge, and made themſelves guilty of it, which they 
have always held up againſt thoſe whom they would have 
all to preach againſt; that they laid impoſitions on mi- 
niſters: But in this, they turned impoſers, themſelves, 
or elſe have fally accuſed others on this head. 
Some alſo, as ſoon as their meetings were ſcarce well 


Nettled, began to ſhew their teeth, and very magiſterial- 


I enquired after the number and names of thoſe that 
heard Mr. Renwick, that Intruder, that Jeſuit, and 
encouraged to the delating them to the magiſtrate, a 


very unhappy and unhandſome way of diſcovering their 


zeal againſt Jeſuits, to encourage and affiſt a crowned 
Jeſuit in perſecuting them whom Jeſuits exclude from 
favour. Nay, ſo fooliſh as well as furious, was the 
feryor of ſome, both miniſters and profeſſors, that they 
were not aſhamed to reproach. him beyond all bounds, 
either of wit, boneſty or- modelty z afirming, Fhat he 
was frequently at maſs, and was ſeen at Hagge, © Fetter- 
wires, and ſeveral other Papiſt's houſes. A lie, at which, 
the father of lies, and the father of Paꝑiſts rejoiced, in 
that, when he had prevailed ſo far, as to get them to 
connire at the mals, N ſhould have been its greateſt 
oppoſers ; he had ſucceſs: alſo, to make them believe 


ſuch a lie, that he, who cried, the land was polluted by 


offering one mals in it, was a frequenter of maſſes him- 
ſelf. But, by believing of lies, that en hath had 
Its riſe and advance in the world. *2 


- 


| 


Acccapme to appointment, a General Meeting 
conveened upon the firſt day of June, 1687.— After 


prayer, and modelling of the Meeting according to their 


uſual cuſtom. 

The following concluſions and reſolutions were 3 
upon. 

It was reſolved that Mr. Lining's home coming ſhould 
not be ſtopt, but that he ſliould be left to his own li- 
berty. 

And it was concluded that a letter of information of 
affairs among us ſhould be ſent to M. William Boyd. 
This was not done till after ward. 

It was alſo reſolved that any letters which ſhould be 


fent abroad, the double of them was to be brought to the 


next 
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their charges: This was accordingly done, and ſhe 
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next meeting, that {5 theſe letters which they deſir- 
ed to be written in their name, that they had not time nor 
conveniency then to write, might be ſeen and heard by 
the whole meeting afterward; -- ies 
It was alſd appointed, that one ſhould go to Ireland 
to conduct Mr. David Houſton's wife and family from 
thence to this land; and 5 l. Sterling was allowed for 


came over not long after this time, + 
Ix this interval matters continued as is before related. 


Ix this ſad time, A General Meeting conveened at 
Carntable, upon the 34 of Angiſt, 1687. After prays 
er and modelling of the meeting _  _ 3 
It was reſolved to write a letter to Mr. Hamilton, in 
anſwer to one they received from Him, wherein ke gives 
an account of his travels to Helvetia and Switzerland, 
ſhewing what reception his meflage met with in Berne, 
Baſile, Geneva, c. and the ſtate of religion in theſe 


places, r. which ſhall be here inſerted, 


To the bonoutable Mes Robert Hamilton 


Honourable and Dear” Si. 7 n ah 
Vo may know from manifold experiences, that 
I through much tribulation we muſt enter into the 
lingdom of God, "Fhe way to the heavenly Canaan lieth - 
through a waſte and howling: wilderneſs, Our pilgris 
mage is through a valley of tears, and over mountains o 
difficulties 5 But as we have a good and comfortab 
guide, ſo he can bring meat out of the eater, and ſweet 
out of the ſtrong, and make the flinty rocks give water 
to us 3 yea, he can make our bitter waters ſweet unto us, 
and in abundance of ſorrow give ſuper-abundance of joy. 
We doubt not but you have ofen found this, which helps 
and animates you in obedience to the will of God, to 
undergo ſo many perplexities and diſcouragements. 
We received your letters. In that which thews your 
purpoſe of travelling through other churches, we ob- 
ſerve the various and ſingular troubles which you did 
meet with at Leewarden; your conflias in that place 
have-been ſharp and multiplied, znd_we reckon it our 
; r | part 
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part to be burden-bearers with you, though we be far 
ſhort of this; as of all, other duties. But we hope you 
have both peace and joy in your lot, conſidering the pre- 
cious and honourable cauſe for which you are redacted 
unto it. And we are greatly refreſhed with the report 
of the tenderneſs, zeal and ſtedfaſtneſs of theſe few wor- 
thy friends at Leewarden, who have been encouraging 
to you, and took a ſhare with you of all your afflicti- 
ons. In the letter which gives a relation of your travels 
through ſome other churches, as we ſee your care to 4 
out unto them our priſtine reformation and preſent fuf- 
ferings; ſo alſo to ſhew us in what ſtate affairs are in a- 


mongſt them; whereby we judge ourſelves greatly ob- 


liged unto you, for that might be greatly to our advan- 
tage if we could improve it. Oh ! we underſtand that 
hateful profanity, deteitable carnality,. vile ſuperſtition, 
deplorable defection, lothſome lukewarmneſs and infa- 
tuated ſecurity are much abounding in theſe churches. 
The generality both at home and. abroad, feem to have 
conſpired together to let go piety, and to cleave to policy. 
When policy is kept as piety's ſervant, it helps to ſecure 
it: But when it is advanced as maſter it does much to 
undo it. 'The rule of ſcripture-ſimplicity and carnal 
wiſdom are fquared very unlike to one another. 

O what can we expect but a deſolation upon many 
lands! Chriſt hath a great conqueſt to make in the 
earth, and there muſt be a ſtrange ſhaking and overtur- 
ning of kingdoms, that his kingdom may get place, as 
Hag. ii. 6, 7. In ſuch a caſe we ſhould be careſul to hold 
faſt that which we have, Rev. iii. 2. : We have a great 
word of teſtimony delivered unto us, which (we are 
hopeful). ſhall yet empty thrones and pulpits. O how - 
worthy is it of all that we can witneſs. for it! and how 
, unworthy are we of it if we ſhall defert it! In ſuch a 
caſe we ſhould ſtudy to be wholly and only for the Lord 
God of Hoſts. The profanity, carnality and indifferen- 
ey of the generality ſhould provoke us to holineſs, ſpiri- 
tuality and zeal ; but alas} in the midſt of all this we 
have our deep ſhare of the fpiritual. plagues that are a- 
bounding in this day: It is not with us as ſometimes it 
hath been. O Lord, pour out thy ſpirit upon us. In 
ſuch a caſe we ſhould be mourning for all the abomina- 
tions committed in the earth, eſpecially in the churches. 
© happy ſhall they be who ſhall be found marked a- 
| | | mong 
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| Tan the mourners in Zion, for they- fhall be ſpareds 
E 


ix. 6. 

O01 3 zealto God ? Where k md Ga his con- 
cerns ? Where is tenderneſs now to be found? when 
there is ſo little holy indignation, ſo little ſorrow and. 
mourning for the magnitude and multitude of the tranſ- 
greſſions of this generation. In ſuch a'caſe, we ſhould 
be laying our own things amongſt our feet and preparing, 
to meet our God who is coming out of his place to puniſh 
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, Amos jv. 1 2 
Iſa. Xxvi. 21. 

The information which you give us of the . over⸗ 
throw, yea almoſt extirpation of the ancient and famous | 
Waldenſes in the valley of Piedmont, is very grieving 
and affrighting to us. O what may other churches ex- 
pect when ſuch things are done unto them O that all 


churches would take warning at their {ad and lamentable 


coſt, of the ſin and danger of compounding with or truſt- 
ing enemies, whoſe offers are ſnares, and who know 
not to keep oath or promiſe either to God or man. We 
bleſs the Lord for any, kindly acceptance you got in any 
place of your travels : We defire, that in our name you 
may thank theſe (whether in Geneva or Switzerland) 
who have received your information, or ſhewed you 
kindneſs. And when you write, ſignify unto them that 


we purpoſe (according to your deſire) to keep up a cory 


reſpondence with them, and to ſend them letters and in- 
formations z but apologize for the delay, conſidering 
our ſcattered condition and the weigh 25 affairs at preſent 
among our hands which we cannot d | 

We have few particulars to inform you of at the time; 
the adverſaries are reſtrained from that meaſure of out- 
rage whereunto once they were given up ; they change 


. their methods, but they do not change their natures ; the 


eyes of many are like to fail with waiting for a liberty and 
free toleration ſuch as is giyen to England, and we hear 
that the enemies are divided about it. They may be di- 
vided about the means, but they are united in the end 
and deſign. Many miniſters who formerly were lying 
bye from their work are now beſtirring themſęlvęes more 
about it, and frequently preaching; but they do gene- 
rally declare (or rather diſcover) themſelves. more fully 
than before, by loading us with falſe imputations, and by 
prefling people in- their letters and ſermons, not only 
not to concur with us in our preſent teſtimony, but to 
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flee from us. "Fea the more that t y are of this ſtrain, 
they not the more ground, We may {| the 
* of the Lord our number is Ka Pop Go 

| than deereaſing. We are doing our endeayour tg have 
elders elected and admitted amongſt us, 

Now, worthy and dear Sir, we hope we need not 
you in mind to ſtudy all neceffary freedom and nov pun 
neſs toward them of foreign churches, and patiently to 
wait upon any'of them ſo ds as there may be hope; 
by your frequent converſing among them you will know 
better what may be for their adyantage and the adyancee 
ment of the kingdom of Chriſt than we can tell. you.— 
The Lord be your leader and guide, The eyes of ma- 
Ny are upon you; O ſtudy that every word and action 
may be ſo expreſſed and done as you may not be aſham- 
ed to ayow it, if it were before the whole generation of 
mankind, whatever be their different hymours, perſua- 
fons and inclinatiqns ; and alſo, as you may haye peace | 
in it before God. There lieth much advantage to the 
cauſe in our expreſſing ourſelves in ſuch a form of 
ſound words as may pertinently ſignify the matter, faith- 
fully declare our minds, and not ſavour of prejudice, 
pride or paſſion, or in their own nature tend to irritate 
theſe who do oppoſe themſelves, We would ſeek the 
good of every ſoul ; and though as to many we miſs our 
end, yet we ſhould carry ſo towards them, as may leave 
2 conviction upon their conſciences that it was their good 
we were ſeeking, Whatever others are in their way, 
we are the ſame by nature, and we ſhould pity them- and 
+ lament over them, and yet hate the garments ſpotted 
with the fleſh, and carefully keep ourſelyes from parta- 
king of their fas, Now, we do heartily and jointly 
commend you to the. all-ſufficiency and faithfulneſs of 
your God, not ceafing to pray for you; and that any 
work you haye been or may be inſtrumental to begin a- 
. broad, may be carried on by the good hand of the Lord, 

We are, 


Honourable and dear $ir, our potbizin riends 
and obliged ſervants 10 nr ſyrpeth . : 


Subſcribed in our name, and by our deſire, by the 
clerk of our General Correſpondence, 
| MICHAEL SHIEE DS. 


It 
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ft was likewiſe reſalyed that every member of our ſo- 
cieties {hall be defired to provide themſelves of arms, and, 
bring them alongſt with them for their own and their 
brethren's defence, hen they got the opportunity of 
hearing the goſpel, and to our General Meetings. 
This reſolution was judged neceſlary, in regard that 
there was ſome flackneſs amongſt ſeverals at this time 
in this duty, that'fo they might be ſtirred up” to more 
forwardneſs thereafter, - - | 

It was alſo reſolved that a letter ſhould be written to 
Mr, Boyd, ſhewing that in anſwer to his letter, dated 
March ad. we had ſent 31. ſterl. which we defired to 
know if he had received, al that his letter without date 
came not to us till June I, at which time, being met 
together, we had ſent. him other 31 ſterl,—and ſhew- 
ing, that our hearing of bis being licentiate had put us 
in ſome amazement, he not having acquainted us with 
his purpoſe, (though he had tranſmitted ſeveral letters 
to us) which was contrary to his undertaking when he 
went abroad, And as to the calling him home we left 
it to his choice as we did when he went abroad, 

It was likewiſe reſolved that a letter ſhould be writ- 
ten to John Haddow who was then at Utrecht ; which 
was done. One thing which moved the meeting to 
reſolye upon this, was their defire to have differ- 
ences betwixt Mr. Hamilton and him removed; but 
it was not ſucceſsful as afterwards will appear, 

It was alſo reſolved that a full diſcharge ſhould be 
given to Mrs. Jane Hamilton of 160 Gilders which ſhe 
brought home, having got. it from ſome abroad - to be 
given to the ſocieties. 


Moreover, it was reſolved by the meeting, that Inet 
Wilſon ſhould be defired to go to Ireland and converſe 


with ſuch miniſters as he ſhall be recommended unto, 
This was done, | 


And it was reſolved that the 16th of Augy/t ſhall be 
obſerved by our focieties, a day of faſting and prayer un- 
to the Lord in the behalf and upon the account of the 
baniſhed 3 and af humiliation and mourning for the ini- 
quity of the preſent toleration : And alſo, to ſeek the 


Lord's counſel how to carry in the preſent circumſtans 
ces. 


Tus toleration was granted and embraced, as is al- 
ready lad, with which the ſocieties could not join, nor 


countenancè 
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countenance in the leaſt; ſo they thought it their duty 
to frequent field meetings, though interdicted under ſe- 
vere penalties, for which they were loaded with reproach 
by theſe that were at eaſe; they had alſo the rage of the 
perſecuting enemies bent againſt them. This, though 
weighty in itſelf, neyertheleſs did not diſcourage them 
from ſetting about, and.doing of that which they judg- 
ed neceſſary and called for at their hands, according to 
their ſtation, ,in their preſent circumſtances, © 


A MEETING having conveened at Auchengillech, Qs, 
5th, 1687.—Afﬀter prayer and modelling of the meeting 
Hit was reſolved and concluded by them, That Mr. Li- 


ning ſhould go abroad another ſeaſon to an Univerſity, 


in order to the perfecting of his ſtudies, and that he 
ſhould be maintained by the ſocieties. 74 
Mr. Lining came to this land in July laſt, and was 
himſelf at this meeting, and being now to leave them a- 
gain for a time, it was thought fit, for their ſatisfaction, 
to deſire him to ſhew ſome what of his mind and reſolu- 
tion concerning the work he was intending to ſet about, 
and to ſignify his jointneſs with them in the cauſe and 
teſtimony the ſocieties were contending for. Where- 
upon he wrote a paper and delivered it to them con- 
taining the ſame Preſently after this he went a- 


broad. 


Tn caſe of the land at this time cannot be expreſſed 
in few words; however a little hint in general may here 
be given. The ſubtle enemy gained much of their end 
in granting the toleration; for Papiſts were encouraged, 
and ſeverals of them put in places of power and truſt: 


idolatry was erected in ſundry places and altars ſet up, 
hereſy, blaſphemy and error were tolerate, and profanity 


paſted without puniſhment. Adverſaries were ſeeming 
to ſmile upon ſome, yet raging: againſt others. Many 
were at cafe, lurking under the ſhadow of this pretend- 
ed liberty, but ſuch. were troubled who could not com- 


ply therewith. The edge of zeal in not a few was blunt- 


ed, and (alas 1) there was great ſilence in many mini- 


ſters as to the giying warning of the public ſins and du- 
| Re 1 ties 


_ ® This paper appears to have been deſignedly ſuppreſſed, and 
is not now to be found. There is no further account ot what Way 
done at this meeting. 8 
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ties of the day. But Mr. Renwiek and his brethren, 
as they durſt not homologate the toleration, nor join 
with it in the leaſt, but as they had opportunity, 


ſhewed the evils thereof, ſo they thought it their duty 


to preach in the open fields (which was ſtriftly interdic- 
ted under moſt grie vous penalties) where they ſet the 


trumpet to their mouth and gave faithful warning of 


the fins and ſnares, duties and dangers of the time. 
Theſe meetings the ſocieties frequented, at which their 
ſouls were watered and refreſhed in hearing the goſpel : 


For which, both theſe miniſters, and people were much 


perſecuted by enraged and cruel enemies, and ſadly miſ- 
repreſented and reproached by many of their brethren, 
inſtead of that ſympathy which was called for at their 
——BB N & 

In the interval, not long after the laſt meeting, as al- 
ſo before it: Mr. James Renwick (whoſe pains and la- 
bours, hazards and perils were great, in going about 
his Maſter's work) did ordain ſeveral elders, in diverſe 
places of the country, who were nominated by the ſos 
cieties. . | — | 


AccoRDING to the appointment of the laſt Meeting, 
a General Meeting conveened at Frierminion, Decem- 
ber 7th, 1687.— After prayer and modelling of the 
Meeting the following reſolutions were condeſcended on. 
It was concluded that the Vindication ſhould be ſold 
at eight-pence per book, and at ſeven-pence unſtitched. 


The Informatory Vindication being printed, and ſeveral 


of them brought home, it was thought fit that a rate 
ſhould be ſet on them, that the price might be alike to 
all who ſhould buy of them. 

It was alſo concluded by the Meeting, that until the 
next Meeting they ſhould not be offended at any who 


ſhould call, or hear Mr. William Boyd: And that ſuch 


as had freedom to hear him, ſhould not be offended at 
fuch as had it not“. This reſolution may ſeem ſtrange, 
yet it was thought fit at'that time, in regard that upon 
the one hand, there being ſome exceptions amongſt ſome, 
againſt Mr. Boyd (who not long before this meeting was 
| 23 „: SLE FR come 


* Mr. James Renwick denied his conſent to this concluſion, 
and al ſo declined to . with kim, and was much perplexed 


__ this * as he ſhews io his LIV and LV Letters, Page 
95, —— * 19 0 
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come Wehe ally as to the way of his licenſe, which 
he obtained from the miniſters at Groningen, he having 
taken an engagement at it, which was offenſive to not a 
few, and the more becauſe he would not ſhow it. Ne- 


_ vertheleſs, being loath to break among themſelves upon 
this head, and out of tenderneſs to Mr. Boyd, they 


judged this reſolution might be helpful, bophn they 
might get more clearneſs- in this particular afterward, 


and that the ſcruples of ſome might be removed. 


It was likewiſe concluded that Ia. Ca. was to borrow in 


the name of the Meeting two hundred Marks, which was 


to be paid again by the Books that were to be brought 
home (viz. This Hind let Looſe) or otherwiſe, if neceſſi- 
ty called for 1 it. | p 

And it was reſolved-that a Letter ſhould be written 


to Mr. Robert Hamilton then at Leewarden. Accord- 


ingly it was drawn up and fent ; the tenor of 3 it fol- 


loweth. 


| Much honoured and adds gie, | 
OD hath bed for you no ſmall ſhare of 
the ſafferings and trials of this poor afflicted 


church: And we judge that in this point; we would be 
undutiful toward him, and ingrate toward you, if we 


remembered not the ſame, with ſome meaſure of ſym- 
pathy. Tou have many proofs of the Lord's goodneſs 


and power to reflect upon, in his bringing you through 


the inundations of former troubles, that have raged and 
ſwelled upon you: Which experiences may miniſter help 
to your faith, in preſent boiſterous and preſſing tempeſts, 
for God is faithful and will never forſake them that ſeek 
him, nor let them be aſltamed of their hope, chat put 
their truſt in him; wherefore reſort unto your maga- 


ine, where there is ſtore of Chriſtian armour, that you 


may be able to withſtand in the evil day, taking care for 


nothing, but to keep a conſcience void of offence toward 


God, and toward man; which will yield no ſmall peace, 
tranquillity and ſerenity of fpirit, whereby you — * 


Noah-like, in the midſt of the floods. 


Being met together this day, we communed and con- 
ſulted anent calling you home, and were all deſirous that 
ye ſhould come : But before we would proceed to any 
AE we thought fit to write to you, deſiring to 

know 


M. Robert Hamill. . 3 27 
Tadw your own. mind, and clearneſd Jnent it; and whes: 
ther or npt ye find amy door yet open abroad, for your 
being further uſeful there, in behalf of this church, ſo 
we defire you will be pleaſed to let ds have your anſwer 
before the end of February, and we {hall agree upon that 
which we may judge moſt for your encouragement an, 
the advantage of the cauſe, and let you Know of it tiie⸗ 
%%% i ONS © ron, · - r TT 5 
We thought fit likewiſe fo acquaint you, that we are 
pinched with the ſenſe oł the wañt of Tuch a number o 
miniſters, as may make up an ordinary and competen 
judicatory {together with the elders) for -exerciſing acts 


a of poteſtative miſſion, and may treach the goſpel more 
BH picntifullyy whereof there is ris ſmall __ 
n And in our mecting we have commutied anent Mr. 


A Douglaſs, as we have not flighted your dbjettions, {6 de 

bs + have not proceeded to call him, yet we cannot conclude 
that they are ſo relevant and ſufficient; that we ſhould 
enquire no more after him, eſpecially; ſeeing we hear 
that he agreeth in a great meaſüre with our teſtiniony, 
and keeps himſelf abſtract from cohtraty parties: An 


TY hath deported himſelf exemplarily for temperance, and 
ed even for ſome years abſtained from the tile bf that 
be wherein it was reported that he was exceſſi ve before: 


And we reſolve to carry ſo towards him, as he may not 
be diſcouraged, and none other, offended. Moreover, 
what we may determine at the fekt meeting conterning 
tim, we ſhall nn ——— , 
No more at the time, but deſiring you would ſalute | 
in our name all your friends, We arc 
Much honoured and avorth; Sir, ES 
Your real and Fannie friend, | 


£ Subſcribed in dur name, and at our defire, | 
By MICHAEL SHIELDS; 


It was reſolved by the Meeting that every Correſpon- 
ence ſhould appoint two, or three men of their num- 
der, to po through the Societies in the bounds, and ga- 
ther up the account of the ſufferings in that place; and 
that the fame ſhould be brought to the next n 
. . ; 4 
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Accordingly ſomewhat of this was done.— And it was 
do be that the firſt Thurſday of January, 1688. 
d be obferved by our Societies as a day of faſting 
Te rapes unte the Lord, that he would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to preſerve our miniſters, blefs their labours, and 
add to their number, and alfo that he would bring down 
the 1 of i iniquity, and give us godly and faithful ma- 
tes | 
Pp Lafily, It was. reſolved that the next Meeting fhould 
— at a e upon the 7th day of March, 
1688. 


Tas eaſe of the land in general continned fo be ſad, 
enemies were advancing in their wicked defigns ; defec- 
tions were growing, and hardneſs of heart, and impeni- 

tency increaſing ; ſecurity, luke warmmeſs and indifferen- 

were much abounding, and the zeal of not a fer 

ted. And as the whole country, for, the moſt part, 
a outward peace and quietneſs; nevertheleſs the 
ſocieties were in trouble, and exerciſed under ſeveral 
damping diſcouragements; as they could not join with 
the toleration, or any other of the enemies pretended 
favours, ſo they thought it their duty and great privi- 
lege to eall bd hear theſe miniſters who preached in 
the open fields; and for this the cruel enemies manifeſt- 
ed their rage and malice againft them, and the tongues 
of many (eſpecially miniſters) were much exerciſed to re- 

oach them. | i 

But the ſaddeſt ſtroke which i in this interval they met 
with, was the apprehending and execution of Mr. Fames 
Renwick, a faithful miniſter of the goſpel, whoſe pain- 
| tulneſs. and labours were ſignally countenanced of the 
Lord; and he was helped and honoured to ſeal theſc 
truths with his blood, which he had been preaching, 
owning, and contending for, in his life. It did hot a 
little daſh and confound enemies, and filence reproach- 
ers of him, when they ſaw, and heard of his Chriſtian 
carriage, zeal, courage, confidence, and cheerfulneſs in 
his ſufferings, and at his death, But albeit to die was 
his gain, yet the ſame was many poor peoples loſs, being 
deprived of a faithful, and painful paſtor, and a zealous 
and ſeeing watchman ; and yet as his death was confirm- 
ing to poor people in theſe truths he had been ſuffering 
for, and encouraging to them to continue in the ſame 3 


o it might have been ſaid, that by i — 
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ed nothing, rior was the truth a loſer, the former hav- 
dach aſh thereby, and the latter a vitnels. "IF 


Tx this ſad time, a General Meeting conveened at 
Blackgannech, upon the 7th of March, 168 8,—Aker 
Pry er, and modelling of the Meeting, 

was reſolved that the laird of Kerſland and James 


| Wilſon ſhould be deſired to go and converſe with Mr. 


Darroch a miniſter in Kintyre—Accordingly after .the 
meeting was done, 

It was alſo reſolved that a Letter ſhould be written to 
Robert Hamilton, who was then at Leewarden, and an- 
other to John Haddow at Utrecht, which were . 
ingly drawn up and ſent. 

One thing moving the Meeting to write at this ti 
to both theſe gentlemen, was their deſire to haye.d 
ferences removed' that were betwixt them, that ſo = 
might be helpful to one another in that work of print» 
ing an account of our ſufferings which was then deſigns, | 
ed to be ſet about. But as theſe differences was not re- 
err thereby, ſo albeit there was pains taken in ga- 

ering accounts of the ſufferings of many, and of ene- 
mies cruelty and barbarity, c. yet it went not on, as 
to the writing of what was intended, not up: 4 in regard 
there were ſeveral things wanting, to make the account 
full and compleat; but eſpecially the Revolution, which 
fell out this year, - affording things which occalioned. Os 
ther work. | 


A copy of 5 Lether to Mr, Hamilton follows, Y 


NH. * 33 Sir, 


()" R kindneſs to, and 55087 with you. in all 


your trials, (which hath not been few) upon 
truths account, yet remain, though the fignifications 
thereof be but ſmall, and not correſponding to what e- 
vidences you have given, both at home and abroad, of 

your concernedneſs with our broken and bleeding church, 
of your zeal for the propagation of its teſtimony, and of 
your ſympathy with the witneſſes and ſufferers of Chriſt 
therein; and in particular with us your companions in 
tribulation for the word of his patience, though we be 
unworthy of that ſignature. But we hope what you | 
have done, or are doing of this kind, is upon a more 
noble account then expectations of redompence from any 
812 | creature 
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, 4.7 or more eſpecially, from. us, who are not ima, 
capacity to « da it equiyal lg) to the extent of its merit. 
So we defire 5 500 Net d put à more fayourable con- 


ſtruction our ſilencę 1 hg! a to; you, then to 
che de f "L0G 


tink e proceeds from f forgetfulneſs of you; for 


uzzling Uifficultics, an Pr ies diſcour: Wine 


| have bo been many arid greats Talbeit! litcle regarded 


ſome, 
fo | this time they are neither few nor ſmall, - rom all 
hands and as Iittle taken notice of by theſe at caſe as 
what formerly we met with | 


However for your. information and ſatisfaction, i in LR 


to have your ſympathy a and advice, and alſo to ſtir up others 


not to forget us in this our low condition, ye find it neceſ- 
fary to give you a ſhort account how matters are with us, 
which if our eye, or pur ear could affect our hearts, 

might be full of 1 lamentation and mourning, but yet as 
thefe who have hope; for we are hereayed by cruel and 


bloody hands of two faithful miniſters, and yaliant ſtan- 


dard bearers: Alas! our ſtroke i is heavy, and our wound 
deep: and wide; ; and yet concernin this, we may ſing of 
mercy as well as judgment, yea of mercy in judgment; 
ſeeing the Lord helped and honoured the one n 
James Renwick) willingly and. cheerfully to lay down 
his life at the Graſs-market in Edinburgh for the cauſe 
of Chriſt, which is a greater confirmation to the ſame, 


- and to the owners thereof, and proyes a greater daſh to 


the backſliders who were waiting for his baltivg, and 
helps more to fill up the cup of enemies, now near the 
brim, than his life could have done: And the other is 
now Chriſt's priſoner at Dublin in Ireland, ſuffering 
cheerfully (as we hope) for his borne down truths. | 
Through the lofs of which worthies, as truth wants 
living witneſſes and yaliant- champions for it upon the 
earth, ſo we are deprived of our faithful guides ard 
leaders, for our unfruitlul and unthankful carriage under 
the free preaching of the goſpel by them lilpenſed; 
a lofs which we can never enough lament, and know 
not what way to get it ſupplied. All doors for a cleanly 
ordination of miniſters at 1 ſeem to be ſliut, and if 


we find none abrgad open, our cafe will be deplorable. 
Therefore it is our earneſt deſire, that you would lay 
* DNN to ſee if a cleanly and approven ordination 
eflrs, Alexander Shields and Thomas Lining can 
ts gbtained, either by the miniſters of  Embien or in a- 


ry 


an 
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py. other place, and yrite to us about the ſame with the 
firſt occaſion ye can get. And IS our ſorrow an 
lamentation oyer the of of our faithful miniſters ſhaul 
be great, and our n ers in their ſtea 
preſſing and urgent: Yet, ag We would keep the grour 
the Lord hath helped us to take up, and lock to qur 
lelyes that we loſe not theſe things that we have wrought z 
we deſire only to countenance ſuch whom he will own 
in their walking in his way, and Keeping up and con- 
tending for the teſtimony of the day, . The, confiderati- 
on whereof hath put us tg much pains and many per- 
plexing thoughts about Mr, William 12 laſt 
whereof was this day, (being the day of our meeting) 
a ſhort hint whereof we ſhall give you. 
The meeting deſired to Know his mind concerning 
that at which they left in their laſt meeting, vis. If he 
was clear to 3 for the not cauntenancing of the tole, 
rated miniſters, as was the practice of the reſt of his bre- 
My POT he who ſealed the cauſe lately with his 
lood | | Tr error +; I 
Mr. Boyd anſwered, His mind about that was much 
about the ſame: as formerly; yet after ſome janglings 
and debatings, he came a greater length than ever, in 
that he was for withdrawing from and difcountenancing 
the accepters, addrefſers for, and improvers of this to- 
leration; But as for ſuch, though they came not up the 
full length of awning all the parts of qur teſtimony, — 
did not join with us, nor preach in the fields, yet wexe ay 
gainſt this toleration, free of defection and qwned oufrt 
covenants and work of refoamation, he was not clear to 
gire his judgment concerning hearing of them. It was 
told him, that of ſuch we were not ſpeaking, and if 
there were any ſuch in Scotland or in any other place, 
we would be glad ta know of them. | | 


— 


* 


Alfter this it was told him, that it was reported in 


ſome places of the country, That when he was licenſed 
at Groningen he had given an engagement to the mini- 
ſters there not to preach ſeparatidn from theſe miniſters 
in -Scotland from whom we had withdrawn upon fuffi- 
cient grounds. 1 
This he denied, but confeſſed he gave in a paper to 
chem of his principles and reſolution. 
However, there was a delay put to the joint calling of 


him until the next meeting, that we might get a proof 


of his practice being conform to the profetfion of his 
BN h principle 
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principle concerning diſcountenancing of the tolerated 
miniſters; and that we might * to get a ſight 
of the paper given in by him to' the miniſters by whom 
he was licenfed ; which he ſaid he had not, but only a 
draught thereof, out of which the paper he gave in was 
taken, and that he knew not well where it was; and al- 
To that a day for prayer about him might be kept by the 
ſocieties, which is to be the firft Thurſday of May. 

In the mean time, it was concluded, (as at the laſt 
meeting) for avoiding of confuſion and diviſion, that 
thoſe who had clearneſs to call and hear him, ſhould not 
be offended at thoſe who had none; and thoſe who 
„ the ſame, ſhould not be offended at thoſe who 
Thus you ſee how it ſtands with Mr, Boyd and us, 
We dehre ye will endeavour, if ye can, to know what is 
the nature of that paper given in by him to the miniſters - 


of Groningen, or to get a double of it from them and 


fend it to us; but you would do it in a cautious way, 
leſt the miniſters there be more ſtumbled at us when they 
diſcover our jealouſies of kim, _ 

There is another thing we judge expedient to acquaint 
you with. It hath been our deſign and defire more than 


two years to collect an account of the ſufferings of this 
- deſpiſed remnant, with what the reſt of the land have fuf- 
fered under the domineering tyranny of the late deceaſt 


tyrant, and of the preſent Uſurper, to the end it may 
be printed; but though our endeavours in this hitherta 
have not anſwered our defign and the preſſing call to the 
duty, yet it is expected the next meeting will put a pe- 


riod to it. This we think a part of our generation-work, - 


and a duty laid upon us, as we would have the cauſe of 
Chriſt, which we own and ſuffer for, handed down and 
tranſmitted to poſterity, and not be guilty of robbing 


them of ſuch a rich treaſure as the fragrant and refreſh- 


ing acccount of the ſufferings of the martyrs, confeflors 
and witneſſes of Chriſt in this age is, and will be to them 
who come after us. | 
When this account is collected and put in ſome order 
and dreſs by way of a martyrology, we intend to fend to 
John Haddow in Utrecht. That which moves us to this 
reſolution of employing him, is his ſittedneſs for waiting 
npon the preſs ; but more eſpecially becauſe of his offer 
to print the ſame, though it ſhould extend to a large 
volume, upon his own expences; which we cannot well 
£5 | | refuſe, 


5 9 ; _ a W 
Mr. Robert Hamilton, 1688. 327 

refuſe, not knowing another way to get it done. So to 
the end that this ſo neceſſary a work may be the better 
effectuated, it is our ſerious and hearty deſire that theſe 
differences betwixt you and him“ (which to us are mat- - 
ter of ſorrow and unpleafant to hear of) may be remov- | 
ed, and unity in the Lord obtained, at leaſt ſo far as 
that you and he may concur in proſecuting this affair; 
and that. you may ſend him theſe of the martyrs teſti- 

. monies you have, and what account you have of what 
fell out before Bothwel, it it, and fince ; which we. 
know your concernedneſs put you to ſeek after and get, 

which will prove a great help to the perfecting of that 
work, ſo profitable to the preſent and ſucceeding gene- 
rations. We intend to commence it from the beginning 
of this tyranny, and inſert all the teſtimonies in Naph- 
tali, with what account we can gather from thence and 
other collections relating to the times before Bothwel, 
which we intreat you to help us in; as alſo, we have 
thoughts of inſerting all the dying ſpeeches: of thoſe 

that ſuffered ſince, though differing from us, with ani- 
madverſions upon their miſtakes, that ſo it may be a 
complete ſyſtem of all the ſufferings in our dax. 
We ſhall deſiſt, wiſhing the bleſſings of the everlaſt- 
ing covenant to be your mercy. , Mind us when at the 
throne of grace. Salute all your friends in our name. 
Write to us. We are, To | 5 ' 


Maur real friends in the Lord, 2 | 


I 
Subſcribed in our name, and at our appointment, | , 


by 
: MICHAEL SHIELDS. 


The letter to John Haddow was of the ſame tenor with | 
the former, except that after ſhewing the neceſſity and . 
utility of a martyrology, it runs thus— Ms 

| « And 


+ Of this John Haddow and the differences here ſpoken of, 
e Mr. Hamil.on's long. letter foregoing. There is extant a 
diidainfulut letter of john Haddow's to Mr Hamilton upon this 
0:cation, demanding by virtue of a commiſſion from the meet- 
lug, the teſtimonies, Oc. in his cuſtody, As he had now by 
ar pretences ingratiated himſelf into etteem and credit ſince 
Mr. R:nwick's deat: He was afterward a_ciptain in Lord 
Angus's regiment, - is | 2 | 
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And wheti che fame (vis; atcounts and teftinionies) 
are gathered and gut in ſome dreſs and order, Which w 
cannot do as is requiſite under our many diſadvantages, 
but muſt devolye the ſame upon your induſtry. Only 
becaiffe we ihtend to commence it from the beginning 
_ of this tyranny, we ſhall Endeavour in the firſt place to 
difpatch what relates to the time before Bothwel, with 
the teſtimonies it Naphtali, whereof much miſt be re- 
ferred to your knowledye ; then we are to fend the ſhme 
to you, thereby to give you the trouble of poliſhing, 
\ Printing and publiſhing the fame. © 
de Sif, This is a great charge we lay upon you, both 
_ troubleſome and experiſive; and would not Have the 
confidence toinipole it, were it not from neceſſity of the 
work, which we cannot otherwife get done, and embol- 
dened by your chearful undertaking of, and inſtigating 
thereunts with encouraging promiſes of improving your 
intereſt among friends with you, to defray the expences 
thereof, which if lent, we hope will not be loſt ——= 
e And to the end fo neceflary a work may be the 
better effectuated, and to haye all who own the teſtimo- 
ny ot the day of one mind in the Lord, working with 
one hand, and lifting with one ſhoulder. It is our ear- 
neft deſire, that what differences (to us matter of ſor- 
row) are betwixt you and our worthy friend Mr; Hamil- 
ton, may be chriſtianly removed, and oneneſs in truth 
and duty obtained, at leaſt ſo far as to concur in ex- 
peding of this work, for he may be ſerviceable to you 
therein. We have written to him about the fame, we 
deſire you may do the like in a friendly manner, &c,” 


TC 
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In May following Mr. Robert Hamilton returned an 
anſwer to the General Meeting's two laſt letters to him; 
the tenor whereof follows. . ok 


Worthy Friends, | | 
As die ſufferings of Chrift abound in you, fo the 
God of comfort, even the conſolation of Iiracl, 
make your conſolation alſo to abound by Chriſt Jeſus. 
Zion's loſs, and the loſs of the poor remnant cannot 
well be expreſt ; ſo I confeſs at preſent 1 = 
„ no 


— 
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not to mention it. It is like it will be as profitable for 
both you and me to hold jt up before him that comfort - 
eth thoſe that are caſt down, as to attempt to hold it out 
to others. 

In anſwer to yours of the date Dye. Itb, 1687. As 
to my home-coming, I finding both your 17 

in it, and friends here their diſtinQneſs as to my 

alſo, the Lord ſeems both by his Aifpe £4426 . 0 
herwiſe to call me to fit ſtill, though Une knows. hom 
I am {till with you. 

As. for Mr. Douglaſs, when 1 confider bb former a 
miſcarriages at home and abroad, his foul deſerting of, 
and long lying bye from the work, of 'the Lord, his not, 
coming out to help the Lord againſt the mighty, it 
gives me great impreſſions that he ſhall not be much 
your temptation, neither that the Lord has much fur 
ther work, if any for him, in his vineyard. Ve 
| As alſo, I think the Lord is calling Fog to, walk che 

cumſpectiy in chat particular, his ſo ſignally parting vou 

and him, requires no leſs diſtinctneſs ay clearneſs 

cloſing and joining with him again, which ſeems a as 8 
to be hid from my eyes. 

© As to your ſecond letter written March. tb, 1688, 
And firſt, as to Mr. Boyd, as both his perſonal qualifi- 
cations as a Chriſtian, or miniſterial as an officer, are Y 
little” ſatisfying, apd "that both firſt and laſt diſcovered, 
by his tract of carriage and management, that I durſt 
not for my own part either have had a hand in licenſing, 
nor now in the leaſt, of calling or owning him: and a- 
mongſt other things this I have marked, that whatever 
drawing there has been to hale him in, it has been but 
as the trailing of one backward, he {till ſetting his back 
on the work and workers, as theſe Ezek. viii. 16. ; 

As for his ſeeming yieldings and diſtinctions in the 
laſt meeting, they are but a trick to get footing amongſt, 
you, now When Great Renwick is out of the way, who 
he found would ſtand in the way of his deſigns, who 
neither could nor would while alive, engage or join with 


a ö 4 
De. But 


, * 


* How juſt theſe ſentiments concerning Mr. Boyd. were, as 
alſo how true the report was that he had a recommendation or 
teſtiſicate from ſome of the lax miniſters, in order to obtain a 
hence, muſt be left with the Reader —_ is acquainted cn 
9 et. conduct. A 22 5 


8. 
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"But further, 1 fear it may be a too viſible tempting 
of the Lord, to meddle with him before he be cleared, 
at leaſt of his licenſing; and why not call him to ſend o- 
ver a letter to the miniſters of Groningen to deliver to 
nie or to any intruſted, an account. thereof, with a dou- 
die of bis paper, which he fays he Fave unto them of 
His principles and reſolution ? * T ſhall only add one 
wort, 18. 10 b. 16. He that believerh ſhall not male 
Big, EB 22797 e e 09% en, 
Ys for gur ſerious and hearty deſire, „that the dif. 
«ferences berwixt John, Haddow and me might be chriſ- 
tianly removed, and an oneneſs in the Lord obtained.“ 
I acknowledge your ſvit hath no little weight with me; 
1 that i my difſatisfaction was rounded u pon any. per- ä 
ſdnal intereſt, I aſſure you Were thould be no ſtop in it 
But as it is founded upon what he hath done and is do- 
ing, both againft what he ſcems to profeſs, and is his 
duty to own, I cannot ſee for the preſent how ah oneneſs 
in the Lord can be obtained v and for mine own part 1 


maſt ſay it, I never found his practice ſavour of picty or 
uprighineſs, neither his judgment o ftraightneis ; and 
ſo for my own part, I cannot win to a conſent that ei- 
her the ſhould be intruſted or employed in. fo material, 
weighty and concerning a buſineſs, and far lefs to a de- 
livering to him any papers, with me, that might contri- 
| bute to the promoyal of a deſign, which otherwiſe, I look, 
upon as a. moſt 'hable, and neceffary deſign. For, befices 
that, I have no ground to conſide in him, but the contra- 
ry; ſo 1 look upon him as every way incapable for ſuch. 
2 work, and not without ground to ſufpect that his 
charges muſt flow from a ſeckarian cheſt, and its ftile, if 
not more, from a ſectarian brain, Ferguſon, or ' ſuch 
And therefore, as I defire to conſtruct of this your 
motion as flowing rather from zeal and teiidernefs, than 
any biaſſed deſign; ſo I hope you will conſtruct no worſe 

- of mie, and will take in good part my freedom with you 


im this and other particulars ; for though TI be charged 
by ſome of flattery towards you, and of paſſion and pre- 
judice toward antagoniſts, yet the Lord is my witneſs, 
how I have walked betwixt both, not as. pleaſing men, 
But (ſo far as weakneſs and infirmity will allow) ſetting 
the glory of God: before mine eyes, and in this way I 
kave found, and am finding much peace, ſo that I dare 
not change my old way and method for an ſecming ad- 
8 | vantage. 
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vantage. But I hope I ſhall have deeaſion t ſpedF mbre 
of this particular when I meet f our dear kriend Mir: - 


Alexander. 


„ 1 * N 08 . 
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As to your deſire anent him and Mr. Thomas, as It h 


weighty in itſelf, (being one of the greateſt matters tb 
me in the world). ſo it is not a little weighty as to m 
management of it; for I find that. t make a motion 


it here, were to ſtop it; and therefore, as I doubt 


not but ve will ſeek it to hold it up amongſt all of you 
before the throne continually, for light, counſel and 
aſſiſtance, according to Mat. ix. 38. fo it is my earneſt 
requeſt that ye may endeavour fecreſy therein, for if it 
come amongſt antagoniſts, there is little hope of ſuc- 
c ˖ | | | TI. 


As to ſome particulars which 1 hombly judge will be 


requiſite as to the carrying it on, I have ſent in a line to 


Mr. Alexander; and though I cannot be poſitive to ſay 
either that I can do it, or where, yet 1 think it will b 

expedient that you immediately ſend over Mr. Alexan- 
der with a commiſſion to Mr. Lining to ſet about the 
trial of it“. And for me, I ſhall not be wanting in it. 
1 fay again, ſecreſy both here and at home is abſolutely 
neceſſary. 5 . | 1 IG aj 100 ONT Co 


' You fee then what way the Lord is taking with you, 


training us in every ſtep, to live by faith. Be not diſ- 
couraged, In the mount of the Lord it hall be ſeen. Let us 
but follow, and nat run before him, and he will provide. 
That place Pialm Ixviil. 17,24. at this time has been 
| Tweet to ſome. There has been a tempting of God in 

the hearts of many, and a luſting after miniſters ; they 
aſked meat for their laſt, PſaL Ixxviii. 18. but it is to 
be feared that as he has given them in his anger, fo he 
will take them away in his wrath ; and ſuch beacons art 
ſurely not fet up to us for nought. It is true, when we 
ſee the Lord ſending out, and fitting faithful labourers, 


-e 


we are to meet and embrace them, but till then we ore 


to ſtand ſtill, for the Lord will have his officers both of 
46516268 P29 wo 


Vr. Alexander Shiclds did no- 8, bod Mr. Lining was 


od. iged before the letters which u ere ſent b the gext Reet - 


we vtived: How clear views Mr. Hamiliog: re o Ng. 


and p:r(cns 


pokes of in this leiter, was evident to ae 
Ward. who at that time tock bor little notice of it, gr were qiſ- 


e 


faisfied with it. And though Michael Sields doth not Wen- 


non it, and ſercrel other of Mr. Hanplor's lettirs, vet havieg 
the origidals written with his own hand, it was thought good to 
219 then, for the R-age7's fatisfaRticas — 


* 


— 
2 1 


- I 
= 


* LS 


43s Myr. Robert Hamilton's Letter, & . 
his own chooſing and levying, and only to run on his 
commiſſion, his errands and work. And as I think; 
this is the ſureſt, and ſafeſt every way, for folk now a- 
days, are ill to ken, and it is not every one that. the 
Lord will now employ. 

I ſhall only add a ave" as to , Mr. Lining, 1 piety, 
and tenderneſs, ſince ever I knew him, was never ſuſ- 
pected by me, Doug I ever judged that a more public, 
conftant, reſolute, bold and valiant ſpirit was requifite 
in him, for the work of our day; but knowing that this 
Dns his own burden and exerciſe, and that you have had 
ſome times experience of him ſince his parting from me, 
rand me the more freedom to act therein on your de- 
mands. 

Now worthy friends; look to the Lord himſelf for 


direction, upholding, encouragement, and-upmak+ 


ing, for come what will, it ſhall be well with the righ- 

. Feous, and all ſhall end in a public teſtimony of divine 
favour to theſe who wait upon the Lord. Though he 
ſhould ſhake heaven and earth, yet he will be the-hope 

of his people, and the ſtrength 'of Iſrael. | 

I hope ye will not forget me; thus commending ye you 

to ow word — grace, 1 am, C 


* orthy da undoubted and. 
e ing Friend in the Lord, 


ROBERT HAMILTON. 


Mar 1th, 1688. 


It 1 was likewiſe reſolved by the Meeting that a Letter 
ſhould be written to Mr. Alexander Cameron (brother 
to Mr. Richard) then at Utrecht, and another to Mr. 
John Niſbet, then alſo there, which were both drawn 
up and ſent repreſenting our low and deſtitute condition, 
the great deſire to have the goſpel preached-to us, and 
ſhewing that our intereſt in them induced us to deſire to 
know what help we might expect from them. 

The ſum of the Letter” to Mr. EY follows, 


3 Sir, FOG PF in the Lord, 

E may ſay in our caſe, :s it nothing to all yo 2 that 

pry by? behold and fee, if there be any 3 like 

anto aur ſor rous, nuberewith. the Lord hath afflifled us in 

the day 9 anger, &c. We are hunted; cruelly 
wa 


- A ia . aA As a" "Loa, 


perſecuted, killed all the day long, and counted as ſheep 
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tor the laughter, yet without pity, and inſtead of ſym- 


pathy which we. might expect from all ſpectators, and 
demand of all concerned in the cauſe of Chriſt; we are 


filled with contempt and ſcorn and reproach, not only 


from the proud, but from friends at eaſe, and with the 
ſame contempt and contradiction, in the ſame words 


and arguments, and from the ſame grounds from the 


bulk and body of profeſſed friends, that we meet with 
from all the Atheiſts, Papiſts and malignants in the ge- 
neration. And it were the more ſupportable if this op- 

poſition were only levelled at us but it is our cauſe and 
teſtimony that is the mark that all their arrows from all 
airths ſhoot at, which we are perſuaded cannot but 
wound and wrong the declarative glory of Jehovah, and 
his Chriſt : For we know of nothing that we contend 
and ſuffer for, that is not founded npon, and confonant 
to the law and the teſtimony, the written word of God, 


and the conſtantly confeſſed, and recorded principles of 


the reformed and covenanted church of Scotland, in its 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government, againſt 
Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, Sectarianiſm, tyranny, 


and all union, and communion. with, and toleration 


given, or taken to, or from the men of theſe abjured 


courſes. - And we ſeparate from nothing, and from none 
upon the account of any thing that is not condemned, 
and commanded to be withdrawn from, by the acts and 
conſtitutions. of this covenanted church in her beſt and 
pureſt times. Wo 1 | 
Among all the:calumnies caft upon us there is none 


more grievous than that odious one, that we have caſt 
off all the miniſters of the church of Scotland, which is 


more weighty now, when by this late lamentable ſtroke 
of holy providence, we are deprived of all our actual or- 
dained miniſters, that ventured upon all hazards, to de- 
clare to us faithfully the whole counſel of God, and con- - 
curred with us in our teſtimony. Of this charge we 
think, not only what is ſaid in our Informatory Vindica- 
tion doth. fufficiently exoner us, but alſo our practice in 
ſeeking out, calling and hearing all miniſters, qualified 
as the word of God, and conſtitutions of the church of 


Scotland require them to be, cloathed with Chriſt's or- 


derly commiſſion, free of ſcandals, miniſterial and per- 
ſonal, free of errors, defeftions and compliances, and 
diſcharging their compaiion faitchfully. This in Tn 
=, | | mcaiure 


884 e. 

meaſure e have eſſayed, ſpeaking to ſome, writing. te 
others, and-we * there ſhall be none in the — 
5 put of it, belonging to it, adhering to, and aſſerting 


terian covenanted principles, ſo qualified as we 


pare lared, and as all will grant miniſters ought to be, 
: and willing to preach the evexlaſting goſpel among us, 
but we ſh. ſearch for him, treat with him, invite and 
call him to declare to us all the counſel of God. And 


— are not implicitly prejudiced againſt us, and are not 
altogether unwilling to venture upon the difficulties of 
dur lot: We — there are many diſcouragements to 
deter from concurring with us any whom the ſimple 
ſenſe of duty, ſympathy with our caſe, and zeal for the 
cauſe will not drive out to us. But we hope the Lord 
will hear our cries for faithful miniſters, and when the 
poor and needy ſeek water, and their tongue failethy for 
thirſt, he will not forſake nor deppen * 
af a deſtitute people. 

We cannot indeed, in our preſent cireumences, Join 
with, or partake of ordinances from any miniſter that 
either hath addrefled for, or accepted of, or doth im- 


prove this toleration, in obedience to, or obſervance of 


the court modifications, preaching under the ſconce of 
it, without a witneſs againſt it, even though he be not 
fixed in a particular place; But we refuſe not to call 
and hear any miniſters that are free of all theſe degrees of 
acceſſion to it. And can clear himſelf of, and relin- 
quiſh that and all other Uefections, and compliances i in 
our day, albeit he hath not yet, or js not able to preach 
in the fields. 

In this manner of ſumplicity and ien we uſe 
not to hide, cover or cloak, but freely diſcover. our 
principles and practice to all, expecting ſome at leaſt, 
will be fo free and faithful as either to approve or ſhew 

the grounds of their diſapproving and condemning our 
way; but we have this ingredient in our ſorrows, as bit- 
ter as any, that though all cry out againſt us, and con- 
demin us, as following an erroneous courſe z yet none 
will take the pains, by word or write, to admonith or 
inſtruct us, how or wherein we err. Yea though we 
have ſent to many miniſters, both the Vindication, and 
the Teſtimony againſt the toleration, (which you may 
fee from John Haddow) ſome would not look upon the 
Vindication, and none will thew us their mind of _ 
nd . | ny 


ze hope this ſhall not be altogether fruitleſs with thoſe 


* 
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Sir, we expect more of you; in whom we claim note: 
then a common intereſt und plead 4 nearet relation and 
reſpe&, both on account of your faithful and fainpus bro- 
ther, a renowned miniſter and martyr of JeſusCheift, ho 
owned and fealed with his blood theſe truths we contend” 
aud ſuffer for; and who had great hopes of you the the 
Lord would engage and ſpirit you, to own the lame: and K 
upon your on account, for the favoury report we Have, 


ol the Lord's grace conferred upon you. fitting you far q 


his ſervice in the work of the goſpel: and for that e 
know you were once with us, and we hope that Shen 
you ſhall make a nearer enquify into our on Na, Aan 


not be far from us now. 


However our love to yon, 21 Confidence in im your an- 
dor doth oblige and embolden us to take the freedom to 
let you know how you have diſpleaſed and diſcouraged us 
joining with that Aſſociation party, in a conjunction 
with ſome, who, were your brother's murderers (at leaſt 
had a great acceſſion to it) and betrayers of the cauſe; ; 
and that you have ſo long ſtood at, fuch a diftance from” 


us,—withdrawing your countenance and correſpondence” 
in our darkneſs and diſtreſs.” TRA 


We pray you, take more cogpizance df our cle, al 
inſpection into our cauſe; and ſignify y Our mind unto us, 


wherein you us richt or. A8 3 ; and do us the fa- F 
vour to let us know what we ma expect of your con- 


currence, which we earneſtly de ire, pray for, long for, 
and are ambitious, of. | 


In expeckation of your arg nen ven to 


the care, keeping, and conduct of the great, Wie. 
the Rock of Iſrael, We reſt, Ve. 
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To this Letter Mr. ee returned e 
Letter directed to Michael Shields, wherein be ſlewed 


ſympathy, and ingenuity ig telling chat the, Societies and 
he had not the ſame light in ſeveral things in their 


6 eſtimony againf the toleration, and therefore he. fax ,. 
not how he could be ſerviceable: to them; and delayed 
to give any anſwer. with reſpect to his joining with Lv 


prle and his Aflociation, until he came. Rome, which 
would be about the beginning winger "> 


* 


336 General Meeting, une 7th, 1688. 
The Letter to Mr. Niſbet was near the ſame in ſub- 


ſtance with the above, to which, ſo far as I remember, 


he returned no anſwer. 


It was further reſolved by the Meeting that the lait 
Thurſday of March ſhould be obſerved by all our So- ' 


4 


cieties, for prayer, humiliation and faſting, upon account 
of the great ſtroke we met with, in being deprived of 


two faithful miniſters of the goſpel, and alſo, for our 


ſecurity and ſtupidity under all our ſtrokes. 


It was in like manner reſolved that the firſt Thurſday | 
of May, ſhould be kept, and ſpent by our Societies in 
earneſt cries unto the Lord, in behalf of Mr. Boyd, that 


he may be ſent forth to the work of the miniſtry, and 
ſpirited for the-work of the day, and may be faithful and 


valiant in proſecuting the Teſtimony, as it was left by 


the witneſſes of Chriſt now removed. _ 


And it was appointed that the next General Meeting 


ſhould meet at Lothers upon the firſt Thurſday of June. 
- Sometime after this Meeting Mr. Shields with others 


being met together after deliberation, it was thought fit 


that the Societies ſhould be deſired to obſerve a day for 

F in behalf of Mr. Thomas Lining; the time being 

appointed and the cauſes drawn up, the Societies were 
acquainted therewith, as followeth. _ © 


he laſt Thurſday of May was agreed uon ze be kept 


our Societies, a day of prayer to the Lord, that he 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to fit and furniſh, and ſpirit 
Thomas Lining for the great work of the miniſtry : And 
that a door might be opened for a lawful, cleanly, and 
approven ordination, and that he might come home to 
us with the Lord's bleſſing, and be a faithful and fruit- 
ful labourer in the Lord's vineyard. © 


 AccoRrDING as it was appointed by the laſt Meeting, 
our General Meeting conveened at the Lothers upon the 
2th day of June.—After prayer, and modelling of the 
Meeting, 11 he 
It was reſolved by them that all our Societies lay out 
themſelves in their reſpective bounds, to collect money, 
according to their ability for helping to relieve ſome of 
our brethren under bondage and flavery in Barbados. 
And that they ſhould. ſend what they got collected, to 
Fdinburgh— Accordingly after this Meeting ſome mo- 


ney for the foreſaid ends; and the perſons in . 
S ' : N . s F a (w 0 


wb 0 


General Meeting, June 7th," 1668. 33) . 
(who were laſt baniſhed) were relieved thereby, as ſhall 
be ſhown after ward. . | 
This day there was little other thing done, in regard 'Y 
of news which came to it that Mr, David Houſton (who! 
was taken in January before, had been kept long in cloſe 
priſon, and badly uſed) was brought priſoner gut of Ire- 
land, and to be carried priſoner to Edinburgh, where 
it was feared they would take away his life. +=] 
This being known, excited the Meeting to think upon 
a way to relieve him from theſe bloody murderers.— 
Whereupon ſome ſtayed together ſeveral days, and o- 
thers went to acquaint. their friends about it, that they 
might be in readineſs to aſſiſt in the reſcue. But he did 
not come at the time he was expected; Nevertheleſs ſome 
few days thereafter, he was relieved at Carbelpath, where 
{ome ſoldiers were killed. : | . 


- 


This action of reſcuing Mr. David, was diverſely talk- 
ed of, fome condemning it, others approving the ſame. 
But albeit Mr. David after this, was diſcovered, not on- 
ly to be ſhort in his naturals; but alſo ſome began to be 
jealous that there was too much ground for ſome of 
theſe things he was charged with“. And likewiſe that 
ſince, the Societies have diſcountenanced him; yet con- 
ſidering under what notion they looked upon him then, 
not only as a faithful miniſter, but a zealous ſufferer for 
: the teſtimony of Chriſt, - and as one drawn unto death, 
l and perſecuted innocently by adverſaries, as they thought; =» 
C themſelves obliged in point of duty to endeavour his re- 
1 ſcue, ſo they cannot be juſtly blamed for the ſame. * 
l Upon the gth day of June, many of theſe ſent to this 
1 General Meeting (who had not gone home, but were 
x waiting for the coming of Mr. David, as is ſaid) and 

ſome others did meet together near Cage bead, where. 
1 by them after deliberation, ſome things were concluded 
, on. c Ln e | 


ne | 7+ U'm | h It 
he | l | : 
* Some old accounts ſhew that by bad uſage in priſon, and. 
ut the hurt ke received when he was relieved, his feet being bound 
ey, under the horſes belly, in the ſcuffle he ſell, and his head trailed 
of ſometime on the ground, before he could be relieved, by reaſon 
of which, he loft his teeth, and conſequently diſtinctaeſs of 
on Ipzech : Bat chiefly as he ſhewed publicly bis diſſatis faction with 
to the meaſures that a ter ſhorily were fallen upon, viz. ſupplicating 
no- the Conyention of Eſtates. raiſing of Angus's regiment, conjunc- 
age non with the miniters, c. theſe cauſed his brethren to ſlignt 
cho lin, and many of the people followed their example, which 
much diſcouraged the good old man, he went to Ireland and 


ved a few years, and died there. 


— 
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It was reſolved that a Letter Teſtimonial, and Re- 


commendation ſhould be written, fubſcribed, and ſent 


to Thomas Lining then at (in the Netherlands) 


| in order to his obtaining of ordination.—Accordingly it 


was drawn up. But (fo far as I remember) he was or- 
dained before it came to his hand.— A Copy of which 


| follows. 


To br much 5 rated and dearly Abe Brother Mgr. 
5 Tuouas LINING. 


THE Edi Call, * earneſt invitation of ime 
- Select Societies in the Southern Shires of Scotland, 


fuffering for the ancient Teftimony; united in the ap- 


ven Confeſſion, and adhering to the Covenanted 


Reformation of this reformed church, for his obtain- 


ing and exerriſing the office of preaching the ever- 
ſting gofpel of Jeſus Chrift among us; with an. 
humble Addrefs, and earneſt ſupplication to all the 


' godly and faithful: miniſters of Chrift, to whom he 


may apply himſelf for that effect, that they may con- 
fer upon him, and confirm him, in the full power of 
the miniſterial office. 


E Underfabfcribers in the name, at * "930 
and with the conſent of all the fuffering Soci- 
eties in the Southern ſhires of Scotland, met together 


. at our General Correſpondence at the Coge Hu, gth 
of March, '11688.—— Confidering, and with regret. re- 


flecting upon our deplorable, and almoſt deſolate and 
deſperate-like caſe, ſtill more decaying and declining to 
the worſe (under the indignation. of our holy God, pu- 
niſhing- us for our own, and our fathers. backſlidings, 
falling from firſt love, breach of covenant, unfaithfal- 
neſs under many wonders of mercies and goſpel privi- 
leges) how now after all our ſud ſufferings and perſecu- 
tions unto bonds, baniſhments and blood, and many 
weary wanderings in extremity of hazard and hardfhip, 
we have ſuſtained from a popith, prelatical, and malignant 
faction, for profeſſing and confeſſing an adherence unto 
the-covenanted Doctrine, Worſhip, Difcipline and Go- 
vernment of this reformed church, by them overturned : 


Yea, and now when. all others are at eaſe under the ſha- 


dow and protection of the preſent toleration, offered un- 
to, and acceꝑted by men of all perſuaſions, on terms de- 


ſtructive 


) U 
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ſtructive to, everſive of, and incoſxſiſtent with-the ron» = 
tant Teſtimony of the church of Seetland; and the B. 
bertics, laws, conſtitutions, and covenants both of the 

church and nation (which becauſe e are excluded from, 

and dare not partake of) we are not only killed all the 
day long, and counted as ſnheep for the faugllter, but, 

{inſtead of ſympathy that ſufferers might expect in ſuch 

a caſe) exceedingly ſilled with contempt, with the ſcorn 

of them that are at eaſe, and with the contempt of the 

proud. And which is more inſupportable than all bur - 
dens, we are in great meaſum reduced to a famine of 
the faithfully preached goſpel, being by men's violence 
of late deprived of two faithful miniſters; the one a now 
glorified martyr, the other a confeſſor yet in bonds, 
whereby the ignorant among us are in hazard of periſh- 
ing for lack of knowledge, the unſtable in danger of ſe- 
duction, through abounding errors crept in at the gate 
of this toleration, the doubtful in danger of deſperate 
| halting, the monrners in danger of diſcouragement, and 
the poor and needy of ſtarving in hunger after the bread 
of life, which, they have none to break unto them: 

And the teſtimony for the prerogatives of our head, and | 

king, and privileges of his kingdom againſt all encroach- 

ment made thereon, hitherto propagated, like to be 
buried in-oblivion, while there is no ſtandard bearer Vas : 
liant for the truth upon the,earth, 

Upon theſe accounts, in this preſſing netellity of FW 
ger and diſtreſs, ſeeing through the injury of the times, 
perſecutions and iniquity of its defections, we can have 
no acceſs to provide ourſelves at home with miniſters, 
except we fha!l ſay a ſinful confederacy with them that 
ſay a confederacy, and come under inſnaring obligations 
to abandon our covenants, cauſe, and teſtimony of Jes 
ſus Chriſt, in a ſurceaſe from all oppoſition to the open 

| attempts of Antichriſtian enemięs 00. introduce Popery i in 

u- our land. 

ny We can no longer forbear BARE > to call, and ſe: 

p⸗ riouſly to invite you, our much reſpetted, and dearly 
beloved brother Mr. Thomas Lining, —much longed for 

in the Lord, to endeavour to obtain a-Poteſtative Mit- 

o- fion unto the miniſtry, from ſuch. faithful miniſters of 

the goſpel (holding the Head Chriſt and the found - 
tion ſure, and maintaining the univerſal teſtimony! ut , 

Chriſtians, - and the general teſtimony of Proteſtants; u- 

le- gaiuſt the greater and leſſer Antichriſt, not contradic- 


oy : K 8 ting 
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ting ours; nor declining from their own reformation by 
defection or ſchiſm, but wreſtling ' againſt corruptions 
not yet reformed) as after trial of your ſufficiency, ſhall 
in Chriſt's appointed way confer the ſame upon you; 

and come over to exerciſe the office of preaching the 
everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt, to declare the whole coun- 
ſel of God, and aſſert, and maintain the teſtimony of 

Jeſus among us: which we have the more confidence to 

urge and obteſt, becauſe you being ſequeſtrate into the 

ſtudy of that holy calling, at our deſire and by our con- 
ſent and ſuffrage; as we have heretofore ſent you our 
Letter Teſtimonial, which here we confirm, atteſting 
after long acquaintance the fatisfying evidences you have 
given to us of your blameleis, Chriſtian and exemplary 
converſation, fervor and faithfulneſs in religion, ſound- 
neſs and. ſeriouſneſs in the principles, profeſſion, and 
practice thereof; ſtrengthening the hopes we have con- 
ceived of your qualifications wherewith the Lord hath 
fitted you for the work of the miniſtry; ſo having ſuch 
a peculiar intereſt and concern in you, and upon many 
grounds ſatisfying to us, ſuch an eſteem of you as de- 
termines us to chooſe and call you for our miniſter when 
the Lord ſhall clothe you with his orderly commiſſion, 
We have therefore folemnly ſet time apart, with faſt- 
ing and humiliation, to pray that our heavenly Father, 
the Father of mercies, and our Head, the King of the 
church, the Lord of the harveſt, now when the harveſt 
is great, and the labourers few, may fit, furniſh, ſpirit 
and ſend you forth among us to labour in his harveſt. And 
in the believing expectation of an anſwer of peace in this 
matter, we take the confidence to recommend you to 
the reverend Preſbytery of —, humbly befeeching, 
_ earneſtly requeſting and obteſting them in the bowels of 

Chriſt, that in ſympathy with our diſtreſſed caſe; the 

fellow members of the tame, body in pity to them that 

are hungering after the goſpel, in their love to their 
maſter Jeſus Chriſt, and zeal for the propagation of his 
kingdom, and continuation of his teſtimony, now like 
to fall here, where ſometimes it was diſplayed with pow- 
er and glory, they may by the power they have received 
from Chriſt, after trial, ordain you a miniſter of the 
„and commit unto you, and confirm you in the 


full. power of diſpenſing all the ordinances of Jeſus 
e 


"General Meetings, Fc wa 1 688 341 


In witneſs of which, our unanitnous call and earneſt | 


requiit we have apperided our ſubſcriptions, fo many 
as we er ſufficient to Fant. he mnt: To oe * 


It was alſo reſolved by the meeting, that Colin Ali- 

ſon ſhould ' go to Kintyre to deſire and invite Mr. Da- 

roch to come to us, in order to have a conference with 
him, and to bear his expences by the way 

Accordingly Colin an fs Inglis went .the length 

of Greenock, but hearing b. he was gone to Irfland, they 

returned. " 

And it was reſolved, that the laſt Thurſday: of June 
ſhould be obſerved by our focieties a day of faſting and 
prayer unto the Lord for Mr. David Houſtoun; and in 
general, for the lamentable loſs we ſuſtained by being de- 
prived of his miniſtry; and in particular that our petiti- 
ons be accomodated to the emergents of providence with 
Y Ct to his being relieved, + 

was alſo reſdlyed that the laſt Thurſday of Fuly 
. be obſerved by our ſocieties a day of faſting, mour- 
ning and humiliation for the ſad want of the exerciſe, 
and the right exerciſe of zeal and public ſpirit {or God, | 

_ appearing not only, ' 

95 In our deadneſs under goſpel-ordinances, and in- 
differency under the want of them, little hunger after 
— little profiting by them, and little ſenſe of both. 
But, 

zdly, In our great inclination to backſliding Gon and 
not putting a due eſtimation on the matter of our teſti- 
mony, nat. being concerned to contend with earneſtnefs 
for it, and the carnal paſſionate way of others in debat- 
ing with thoſe we differ from. * 

3dly, Our remiflnefs and ſlackneſs in keeping ſocieties, 
frivolous excuſes to ſhift them ; our indifferent way of 
performing duties in them, many diforders in them, and 
little zeal and tenderneſs to remove them. 3 

4thly, The abounding of offences among us, particu- 
larly the ruſhing of many into offentive courſes to Prov 


JJ 


os 


0 


at 


2 cure marriage. 

ed 5thly, Together with the juſt puniſhment; of our many 

he offences, the manifold reproaches caſt upon the way and 

he cauſe of God, that ought to be as a {word in our bones, 

ſus and that they are caſt upon us not only from enemies, 
but from many miniſters and profeſſors; and that we 

In | have — ſenſe of reproach on ourſelves than on the 


caule z 


R 
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2 _ that many are weakened aud, diſcouraged 


: in dy 6050 or ſcarred from it by reproach. 


5 Chiefly our want of zeal againſt 8 ; "little | 
— nc againſt, or fear of the manifeſt appearances 
Tre Wag Ws and eſtabliſhment of it in this land, and 
tle ſerious wreſtling for the ruin and fall of Baby- 
jo "0 that the Lord would divide and overturn the 
builders and ſupporters thereof, which is a neceſſary 
duty recommended to be minded at all times, r 1 
on this day of faſtiug g 
Itbly, And in a ſpecial manner, . the little extent of 


our zeal, little minding the dark PR ces of the land, lit- 


tle concernedneſs with the caſe, of England or ireland, 


though they be in the ſame covenant with ourſelves; 
little ſympathy with the ſufferings of other churches, 
as France, Hungary, and Piedmont; for which cauſe 


N. are juſtly puniſhed with the want of: ſympathy from 
all. , 


It was in like manner reſolved. that the laſt Thurſday 
of Auguſt ſhould be obſerved by all our ſocieties a, day 


Fl faſting and mourning for our ſad ſhort-coming i in en- 


ſwering our profeſſion under the croſs, appearing by 
many lamentable evidences, | 

1//, The ignorance of many in focieties, exen in the 
fundamental principles of religion, with t':e little pains 
they take to inform themſelves, and the little grief 
that others ſhew in the ſenſe of it, while they rather! in- 


lult over it than mourn for it. 


24ly, Our jdleneſs and trifling away our time, our in- 
frequency in ſecret duties, and little edifying diſcourte 
with others, 

34/y, Many diſcoveries of lightneſs, looſeneſs, gaudi- 
nets and other miſcarriages unbeſeeming the goſpel apd 
the cauſe of Chriſt. F 

. athly, Much worldly mindedneſs, covetouſneſs, and 


| cxrting carefulneſs met worldly things. 


$thly, Our little faſting in ſecret, or privately in fami- 
lies, our ſuperficial aud hypocritical way of performing 
duties, and mocking of God in our humiliations, 

6:hly, Our hardneſs of heart under all theſe diſpen- 
ſations we have met with, both of judgment and mercy 3 
-little ſenſe of the wrath of God againſt the land, and 
particularly againſt ourſelves, and little enquiring into 
the cauſes of ity or the acknowledgment of the effects 


of is, xt 
- And 


* 
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And it was appointed that the next General Meeting 
| ſhould meet at , upon the firſt Wedneſiday OSS . 


tener. 


In the interval hetwizt the laſt meeting and this; 
as it was given out, the Duke of York's Queen was with 
child; fo it was ſaid ſhe wag delivered of a ſon June to. 
who was made prince of Wales; (for which there was a 
day of rejoicing kept at Edinburgh, and at night with 
fire- works). But there were ſeveral pregnant demon- 
ſtrations that this was a mere impoſture and cheat put 

upon the nation. And albeit the Papiſts did look upon 
the having a prince, bred and brought up in their religi- 
on to ſucceed to the three crowns as a molt feaſible way. . 
to ſettle themſelves in their vain hopes of bringing this 
notion under the 'yoke of Popery aud flavety, yet herein 
they were mercifully diſappointed, and the wicked en- 
tnared in the work of their own hands. 

As is hinted above, Mr. Houſtoun being reſcued, and 
ſome ſoldiers killed in that action; the ſame made great 
noiſe, and the cruel enemy was not à little vexed there- 
at; who, to demonſtrate their rage againſt poor people 
for doing their duty, emitted à declaration ordaining 
courts to be kept immediately in the weſtern ſhires, in 


: order to find out the actors and abettors of thoſe who | 
f W Had been at the reſcue; which courts were accordingly 
* kept in theſe ſhires, yet few or none who were active in 


that buſineſs were diſcovered, though in ſome places of 
the country the perſons who ſat in theſe courts were very 


ſevere and ſtrict in their inquifition. | | 
About this time there was a great ſearch in Edinburgh, 
the occaſion of which was variouſly talked of, but the 
conſequences thereof were lamentable: many being in- 
volved in in and dreadful perjury. One queſtion com- 
monly. enquired at people, was, If they owned the cove=  . 
nants ? which was done not only by Claverhouſe and 3 
Col. Douglaſs, who were the principal inquifitors to | 
ing whom thefe who were taken, were brought; but alſo | 


by many ſingle ſoldiers in their ſearchings up and down 
en- the town. | pode; 


Tirrs Meeting (according to the appointment. of che 
liſt) was to have been upon the firſt Wedneſday of Sep- 
tember, but it was thought fit to anticipate the ſame, by 
reaſon of ſome letters that had lately come from the Ne- 


therlands, 


344 General Ndeeting. Aug. V, 1688. 


therlands, ſhewing that Mr. Lining was to be ordained. 
But for the better anſwering the ſame, there behoved 
to be a General Meeting to ſend ſome letters, particu- 
larly one to the miniſters of Embden, and another to 
Robert Hamilton, for which cauſe advertiſements were 


ſent to the ſocieties to ſend their Commiſſioners for a | 


General Meeting at Camp' ee, . the br 
day of Auguft. : | 


Accokpixc to which omen? A General 
Meeting did meet, day and place foreſaid. ar, 
cr, Co 74 
It was reſolved that theſe "ul had not collected mo- 
ney and ſent it in to Edinburgh according to the ap- 
Pointment of the laſt meeting, for helping to relieve 
ſome of our brethren in bondage in Barbadoes, ſhould 
be deſired to lay out themſelves in collecting what money 
(in regard that which was alread got would not do it) 
they could get, and ſend the ſame into Edinburgh, a- 
gainſt the 22d or 24th of thiꝭ month of Auguſt; and Dr. 
Furd and Michael Shields were deſired to receive the 
money and deliver it unto, and make the tranſaction 
with che perſon who was to undertake for their re- 
lief. 
ee this was Vi 5 the money 1 was deli- 
vered to the foreſaid perſon, who gave ſcurity either to 
redeem the perſons, or to give back the money again; 


n performance whereof he ſent a bill for it, to his cor- 


pondent in London, and he ſent another to a gentle- 
man in Barbadoes, who helped to tranſact for the relief 
of the ſaid perſons; moſt part of whom came home not 
long after. John Ruſſel and John Stewart (two of the 
baniſhed who had been relieved by the reſt and ſent 
home te give an account of their condition unto 
friends, in order to relieve them) were active to get mo- 
ney collected and ſent away: Likewiſe they wrote a let- 
ter to James Baxter and another friend, to be commu- 
nicated to the reſt ; the ſubſtance of which follows. 


Dear Frome. | 
OUR friends have done their endeavour to get 
you redeemed, and for that end have given in 

here 4300 Merks Scots, which in Barbadoes is to be 
anſwered by a man of credit,—according as every one 


can be agreed for with his Maſter. So ye are deſired "Gs 
0 
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" 
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do your utmoſt both for your own and the relief of your 
comrades, and it is thought fit that you keep it as cloſe _ 
from your maſters as you can, until you make the bargain 
| with them, leſt they getting notice that money is come 
for your relief, do heighten your price, and ſo the ſum. 
be not ſufficient, though it is all that can be got, and 
ſame have ſtretched themſelves very far. We hope the 
perſon who is to give the money, will give you his ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance.— | a " a. 
The perſons to be relieved are you two, James Dou- 
glas, Thomas Brown, John Buchanan, Alexr. Bailie, 
Geo. Paton, Geo. White, Gilbert M*Cully, Robert: 
Mitchel, John Wight, John White, George White 
and Apneſs Kier. As for John Aitken and William 
Hannay, their relations have taken another way for their 
relief. 
If there be more of the money than purchaſes your 
relief, apply it to the ſupply of your neceſſity in your 
home- coming. But you are deſired to keep account of 


4 


the way how you diſpoſe of it. 


It was alſo reſolved by the meeting, that a ſupplica- 
tory Letter ſhould be written and ſubſcribed. by ſome el- 
ders, and ſent to the venerable Claſſis of the miniſters of 
Chriſt in Embden, repreſenting to them our lamentable 
caſe, and imploring their help. _ E, IS 

This Letter was accordingly drawn up, and ſubſcrih« 
ed by ſeveral elders, and ſent to the ſaid Claſſis; but it 
came too late as to Mr. Lining's ordination, he being or- 
dained before; to get which done Mr. Hamilton was 
chiefly aſſiſting. A copy of the letter follows. 


| 


To the Venerable Claſſes of the Reverend, Learned and 

' Godly Miniſters of Chrift in Embden : Some ſocieties 
of profeſſors and confeſſors of Chriſt, wounded with per- 
ſecutions, broken with diviſions and loaded with re- 
proaches, ſuffering for the Preſbyterian and covenanted 

7. orgy +3 F the Church of Scotland; Do wiſh 


race, Mercy and Peace. 


Very Reverend, very Learned and Godly Fathers, Be- 
Wl Hoved and honoured in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
A* it is the greateſt rejoicing of all the lovers of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſuch a doleful day to hear df 
0 N ? XX | any 
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any church's enjoying pure ordinances, in unity, verity, 
eace, 2 5 plenty and power, ſtanding faſt in the li- 
| berty wherewith Chrift hath made them free, wreſtling 
againſt corruptions and defections; aſpiring to a grow- 
mg reformation, contending for the faith delivered to 


the ſaints, and maintaining the teſtimony of Jeſus againſt 


all obloquies and oppofitions of adverſaries: So in this 
cloudy and dark day the light and luſtre of the church 
of Embden, -meriting ſuch a character, (like a city ſet 
on a hill which cannot be hid) hath not only affected 
the eyes of other reformed and ſuffering churches, con- 
- gratulating your happineſs, and adoring the mercy of 
the divine majeſty on your behalf; but the favoury re- 
port thereof reaching us alſo, hath filled our hearts with 
much joy, even when monrning under all the grievances 
of perſecution, defection, divifion and confution, that 
one any part of Chriſt's myſtical body was made to groan 
under. 8 

We have heard how early that rexerend church of 
yours embraced the reformation, what famous aud 
faithful champions the Lord hath ſtirred up from time 
to time to advance and aflert it; to what a degree of 
beauty and holineſs, truth, order and union did it ar- 
rive, maugre all difficulties ; How much the Belgic and 
other reformed churches were obliged to it for com- 
munication of light, and eſtabliſhment in doctrine and 
diſcipline ; what a ſanctuary it fometimes was to many 


of Chriſt's exiles, perſecuted for religion out of the U- 


nited Provinces, France and our own Britain. But all 
this is not ſo comforting and confirming to us under our 
preſent calamities, (ſeeing we know by lamentable expe- 
rience at home, how eminent a-church may be in all 
theſe prerogatives, as Scotland ſometime was, and yet 
by falling from firſt love,—forgetting firſt works, may 
afterward forfeit all that glory) as that we are informed 


that you are ſolicitous not to loſe that deſerved renown, | 


and ambitions to imitate—your predeceſſors zcal for the 
eauſe of Chriſt and propagation of his kingdom, and 
love to his people, whereof you give an ample demon- 
ftration in your exemplary ſympathy with all afflicted 
churches ; a grace which this day, to us at leaft, ſeems 

to be very rare. | 
Which conſiderations, together with the preſſure of 
our neceſſity, which gives boldneſs to the moſt bafhful, 
and courage to the greateſt cowards, do embolden and 
n encourage 


encourage us {though unknown and very obſcgre in o 
outward caſe, yet as poor afflicted members of the ſame 
body, for edifying of which ye are placed in the minis 
ſtry, and as ſuffering ſubjects and confeſſors of the fame. 
King and Head, whoſe glory. and intereſt you are by 
office tenderly to regard) to ſupplicate for a fhare not 
only of that ſympathy which ye ſhew to others, but of 
that ſuccour which may ſuit the ſtraits of ſuffering peo. 
ple, hungering after goſpel-ordinances; that cannot 
obtain the comfortable benefit of ordained minifters of 
Chriſt from whom they may receive them: Which re- 
queſt we are hopeful your zeal for your Maſter's glory, 
deſire for the enlargement of his kingdom, love to all the 
embers of his body, and pity to the perſecuted for his 
ake, will not ſufter you to refuſe, after you- underſtand 
the caſe of thoſe who fend fo far for your kelp. . 
We doubt not (right reverend) but your learning and 
concern in all the churches, hath furniſhed you with in- 
formation gf the great things God-hath wrought for the 
ſometime famous, faithful and fruitful church of Seot- 


f land. How from the very firſt emerging of the reformæ- 
tion from the depths of Popery, nothing was then leſt 
1 unreformed that ever flowed from the man of fin. Here, 
- not only the reformation in doctrine, worſhip, diſci- 
U pline and government was calculated and advanced ac- 
7 Wl . cording to the pattern of the New Teſtament of our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and advanced to that height 
and pitch of purity, unity and order, chat other chur- 
ches were emulous of ſuch attainments; but alſo confi 
med and ratified by national and ſolemn Covenants, ſe- 
veral times renewed by all ranks, from the King to the 
pooreſt boor; wherein we came under ſolemn and ſa- | 
cred obligations and vows to the Moſt High, to pre- 4 
ſerve and perſevere in that uniformity of doctrine, wor- | 
ſhip, diſcipline and government, and to extirpate, and 

never re- admit any corruption or novation contrary there- 

unto : Particularly Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, ſchiſm 

or defection, or any thing contrary to ſound doctrine 

and the power of godlineſs ; And how then the Lord 

was with us in his ordinances and providences, while we 

vere with him. | 
e of But ah | now, how far are we from that? Whence, 

fol, MW ow, and whether have we fallen? How now, doth the 

and WW city ft ſolitary that was full of people ? How is ſbe become 

ag0 % widow, that was great among the nations, and prin- 
XX 2 cet 
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ef artiing the provinces, hotu is ſhe become tributary? How 
now, doth the enemies roar in the midft of the congrega- 
tions? they ſet up their enjigns for fonts they have broken 
Aown the carved work at once, ' they have laid our: Feruſalem 
on heaps, the dead bodies of the Lord's ſervants, have they given 
ro the fowls of the heaven; their blood have they ſbed like 
water round about: we are become a reproach to our neigh- 
Jour, a ſcorn and derifion to them that are round about us ; 
and now they ſay let us cut them off from being' a nation. 
We doubt not likewiſe but this fatal cataſtrophe, mak- 
ing ſuch a noiſe in the world, hath come to your tears : 
How, by whom, and by what means, and it cannot but 
be notour, even to ſtrange nations, for. what cauſes 
Scotland hath been redacted to this deſolation, and diſ- 
ſolution, at which all nations may ſtand aſtoniſhed and 
enquire, wherefore hath the Lord done this? what 
meaneth the heat of this anger ? They need not a moni- 
tor to anſwer, becauſe they have forfaken the covenant 
of the Lord their Gd. | 

A popiſh, prelatical and malignant faction, formerly 
under reſtraint, and forced at leaſt to feign ſubjection, 
taking advantage of the nations wearineſs of the Sectari- 
ans Anarchy, and of the Cromwellian Uſurpation, and 
thereby through pretenſions of peace, and corrupting 
flatteries, mounting themſelves upon the ſupreme orb 
of the government, did undermine both the ſtate and 
the eccleſiaſtic goverment, and then breaking all bonds, 
did in open and audacious defiance both of God and man 
overturn all thoſe righteous eſtabliſhments, and upon 
the ruins thereof, did introduce and erect an abfolute ty- 
ranny in the ſtate, and re- introduced the old Antichriſ- 
tian yoke of abjured Dioceſian Eraſtian Prelacy, (which 
neither we nor our fathers were able to bear) and a blaſ- 
phemous ſacrilegious ſupremacy, diveſting the only head 
of the church of his prerogative royal, and his ſpouſe ot | 
the privileges wherewith he had endoted her : And by 
theſe means having involved the nation in the moſt hea- 
ven daring rebellion againſt the Moſt High, and attended 
with the groſſeſt aggravations that readily have been re- 
garded in any church where goſpel light hath ſhined fo 
ht: They have now by the late opened gate of this 
auh toleration (an unheard of device in Scotland) 
kind of liberty to all forms and ways of reli- 
engt the old Covenanted Reformation, and at- 
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tempted to re-eſtabliſh Popery, with all its retinue ot 
idolatries, ſuperſtitions, errors and abominations. 

Againſt all theſe inſolent encroachments, there hath 
not wanted, through grace, a ſucceſſion of faithful mi- 
niſters and elders, and people, who have kept up, and 
continued a teſtimony, and ſealed it with their deareſt 
blood, and all ſorts of 1 fufferings, until by means 
of enſnaring Eraſtian indulgences granted by them, and 
received in recognizance of their deſpotick ſupremacy, 

givigg a licence to fuch miniſters as were nominated, elec- 


ted, and judged qualified by the ſecret counſel of the 


kingdom, to exerciſe their miniſtry in ſuch places as 
they confined them to, impoſing reſtrictions, and in- 
rr 
and manner of the exerciſe of their functions: And all 
this without advice or conſent of the church. 
Our miniſters were firſt divided; and then after the 
fatal diſcomfiture of a party of our brethren, appearing 
in defenſive arms, for religion and liberty, lives, laws, 
and privileges, about nine'years ago, were further, al- 
moſt univerfally, drawn by craft, or driven by cruelty 
into manifeſt, and mano defections, from the cauſe 


and covenant of God, prefering peace to truth, and eaſe | 


to duty, conſulting their own intereſt, rather than the 
intereſt of Chriſt, abandoning the neceſſary teſtimony of 
that day, in that-clamant caſe of confeſſion, leaving the 
people without a warning or witneſs, in the midſt of ma- 
ny errors, fnares, and temptations, and refuſed many 
reiterated calls to come and declare to then the whole 
counſel of God. 

Since which time we have been as ſheep i in the midſt of 
wolves, a prey to all devourers, killed all day long, and 
counted as theep for the ſlaughter, proſcribed, forefault- 
ed, miſcrably oppreſſed, inter-cammuned, interdicted of 


all harbour or ſupply, comfort, or communion with a- 


ny, chaſed, murdered, imprifaned, tortured, execute 
to the death „or banithed and ſold as ſlaves, in ſo arbi- 
trary, illegal, and inhumane a way, that in ſome re{pect 
ours may be compared to any perſecution, primitive or 
modern. And, which hath been to us an affliction more 
inſupportable than all theſe mileries, we have been groan- 
ing under a famine of the faithfully preached goſpel, and 
what through mercy we have obtained of it, was got in 
the peril of our lives, becauſe of the ſword of the wilder- 
neſs, Tere in the open fields, expoled to al earhers, 

We 
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we could not he without fears of bloody affaults of mur- 
dering enemies, inceſſantly hunting to prey upon us, and 
mingle: our blood with. our facrifices, _ _ . 
All which time we have had but four ordained mini- 
ſtexs labouring among us, three of which have been — 
| crowned with the: garland of martyrdom : one 
of late. this fame. year, and the fourth, hath been — 
aà confeſſor in bonds, for the ſame cauſe of the — 
ted Reformation, which hath redacted us to more difſi- 
cult, deplorable. and deſperate · like circumſtances than 
ever. For we are both expreſly excluded from 2 
tended benefit of this toleration, by proviſion of laws, 
acts and edicts, left in full force againſt us; and alſo find- 
ing ourſelves obliged by the word of God, and our co- 
venants, in our capacities to witneſs againſt the indigni- 
ties done to our God, injuries done tothe church, and 
intaſions made upon our religion and liberties by this po- 
piſh toleration. We are expoſed to the rage of enemies, 


and obloquies of all, for our witneſling againſt this to- 


leration, flowing from a- fountain of abſolute power, 
which all are to obey without reſerve, and which all re- 
cognize and homologate, that accept of it; conveyed 
through ſuch a channel as ſuſpends, ſtops, and repeals 
our righteous laws made againſt papiſts, and in favours 
of our Reformation, projecting for its declared ends, 
the undermining of our religion, and introducing and e- 
ſtabliſhing popery and ſlavery; for its viſible and palpa- 
ble effects, the increaſe of error, the encouragement of 
wickedneſs, the advancement of defection, . the augmen- 
tation of diviſions, and the abounding of all abominati- 
ons; reaching in its extent, to the bringing in all theſe 
errors, and corruptions which we are obliged and fworn 
to extirpate, and allowing prote&ian to all idolatry, blat- 
phemy and hereſy, ang. to every thing except the good 
old way of truth {ith ully and freely declared : And of- 
fered unto, and accepted by our declining brethren on 
terms everfive of, inconſiſtent with, and deſtructive un- 
to the known confelon, . conſtantly aſſerted principles 
and teſtimonies of this church; encroaching upon all the 
powers, our Lord hath conferred upon his church, both 
rhe dogmatick power modelling the doctrine, and the 
diatactick power diſpoling the order, and the critick 
cenfuring the diſorders, and the exouſiaſtick authori- 
fing the officers of the kingdom of Chriſt: All which 
are invaded, invalidated and yiolated by this — _ 
11 
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Finding ourſelves; obliged, we ſay, ſo far at leaſt, to 
witneſs againſt this new device to deitroy what remains 
undeſtrayed of the work of God in our land, as to ro- 
fuſe to lay a cdnfederacy- with them that ſay ſuch a 
confederacy, and to ſtand aloof from all acceſſion to, 
participation. of, or communion with ſuch a: confede- 
racy : We are therefore flonted at, as figns and von- 
ders, and. exceedingly filled with contempt, with the 
{corn of them that are at eaſe, and the contempt af 
the proud; and proſecuted with all rage and reproach, 
not only of the open and avowed adverſaries, but alſo 
from profeſſed friends, who have it for their work in- 
quſtrioully to render us and our teſtimony odious both 
at home and abroad. But all this affliction imbittered 
with more ingredients of grief, and grievances then we 
have language to expreſs, we think we could, through 


grace, not only with patience, but alſo with complacen- 


cy, comport with, ſo long as it ſhould: pleaſe our gra- 
cious Father to meaſure it out to us, it we had fai Real = 
minitters, ſent, and ſpirited of God, cloathed with his 
orderly commiſſion to preach the everlaſting goſpel to us 
and to declare the whole counſel of God, and proſecute. 
and propagate the teſtimony, ſo that we might get it 
tranſmitted to poſterity. | | 2 
Now (right reverend, learned, and godly) being in ſuch. 
2 cafe (as may be obvious from the few foregoing hints). 
chat we have neither acceſs to ſolicit, nor clearneſs in 
yet of ſucceſs, to feek unto, nor prevail with our to- 
erated miniſters for our ſuccour in this caſe, except we 
ſhould loſe theſe things which we have wrought, deſtray 
tacſe things which we have been effaying to build, con- 
demn what we have ſuffered for, contradict what wc 
have been contending for, and fo abandon a good caule, 
and loſe a good conſcience, and comply with the preſent 
corruptions; fince they neither can, nor dare anſwer our 
deares in this matter: And fo far are they from being 
willing to do it, that they are oppoling all they can, and 
incenſing the enemies againſt us +. 
+ How bumtling it ought to be to all #:\h, to conſider that 
mary of theſe who lent this Letter, and particularly the prinei - 
pa! pe oman who in a ſhort time after this, did-concor, join Sith, 
and receive ordination from theſe ſame men here ſpoken of, e- 
ven withont any evid: nces of rep-ntance.for, refentment of, or 
relinquiſhing. but on the contrary Ceferding their former com- 


pliances, and retaining their rooicd prejudice agaiatt theſe pea- 
ple and ilicir Teſlimday, mum be len wih the reader. 
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Therefore we muſt addrefs ourfclves with this ſuppli- 
eatory epiſtle to your venerable conſiſtory, begging, and 
beſeeching you in the bowels of Chriſt, to confer your 
helping hand in this caſe of neceſſity, that with that 
power you have received from Chriſt, you may admit 
unto, and confirm in the miniſterial function, and ſend 
forth, fully inſtructed with the commiſſion of Chriſt's 
ambaſſadors, to diſpenſe the ordinances of Chriſt unto 
us, ſuch as either now, or ſhortly hereafter we ſhall re- 


commend unto your wiſdom and faithfulneſs : And par- 


ticulatly at the time we humbly recommend our beloved 
brother, and much longed for in the Lord, Mr. Thomas 


Lining, candidate from the Univerſity of Utrecht, to 


whom we have ſent our Letters Teſtimonial, teſtifying 
.our experimental acquaintance with and high eſteem of 
his blameleſs profeſſion, zealous confeſſion of the truths 
of Chriſt, exemplary converſation, and practical godli- 
neſs, and other qualifications fitting him for that func- 
tion wherewith we are defiring him to be inveſted, ſo 
far as is incumbent to us to know, or cognoſce upon, 
with our unanimous call to him for procuring his poteſ- 
tative miſſion in the miniſtry.——We therefore earneſtly 


requeſt, intreat, invite, and obteſt yon, for the love of 


Chriſt, for the glory of God, for the propagation of his 
- goſpel, for the edification of his people in ſuch a ſtrait, 
that after due examination and trial of his qualifications, 

ifts, graces, and ſufficiency for our edification you may 


be pleaſed in the order appointed by. the Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt in the New Teſtament, to confer upon him, and 
confirm him in the full power, ordination, and com- 
miffion, of an ordained miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
to preach, adminiſter the ſacraments, and exerciſe diſ- 
cipline and government according to Chriſt's appoint- 
ment. 
us in our low caſe. 302 | 
Me conclude with our apprecations of grace, mercy, 
and peace, . counſel, conduct, ſucceſs, and perſeverance 


BS to you from the God of all grace and glory, And ſub- 


feribe ourſelves, Wc. 


It was further reſolved that a Letter ſhould be written 
and ſubſcribed by Michael Shields, and ſent to Mr. Ha- 


milton then at EmZden, acknowledging the ſenſe we have 


of his being helpful to us in our low condition. — Which 
ccordingly was done,— A copy of which followech. 


Earneſtly deſiring the help of your prayers for 


Ts ; 
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and procuring to us pity, a 
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To the. Right Honrurable, and much Honoured. Gentleman . 
Mr. RoBkRT HaMtLToON, wow. ſojourning in Eh- 
'  dem-—T he United Secteties of ſome Proſtyteriant, pers 
feeuted for the Teftimony of the Church of Seotland, da 
wiſh grace, mercy, amd ptaces., . "Fe 
Right Honourable, and much honoured in the Lord. 
yk ere under many obligations to acknowledge 
with thankful hearts, to the praiſe of God, and 
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allo with grateful remembrance of your care; diligence, : 
real, and labour of love (and that ſu much the more 


that you have been upon our account ſo much expoſed . 
to rage and reproach, from all hands) that you have 
been very happily and hohvarably inſtrumental many 
times, and many ways, in ſtrengthening and ſuccouring 
us, in our loweſt ſtraits, and procuring help from ſtran- 
gers, when we could not ſee whence to hope for it: And 
that your exile for the cauſe of Chriſt bath not been fo- 
unpleaſant to you, though attended wit many afflicting 
circumſtances, as it hath been profitable to us; in repre- 
ſenting our caſe and 1 our cauſe to ſtrangers, 
fympathy from them, 

when / we could get none at home: . + - 4. 
Eſpecially, and chiefly, it can never be forgotten by” | 
us, yea it will be memorated by them that are yet un- 


born, when you, and we are gone, how ſeaſonably your: 


hand was made uſe of, by the gracious diſpoſal of our 
glorious Head and King, the mighty One of Jacob, as 
inſtrumental in ſending to us a welcome meffenger of 
peace, and glad tidings, fully inſtructed with the goi- 
pel of grace, our ſometimes honcured miniſter, and now- 
a gloriticd martyr for the word of God, and teſtimony. 
of Jeſus, Mr. James Renwick, whoſe praiſe ſhall be here 
perpetuated, as long as our Lord ſhalt have an intereſt 
here to be contended for, or zeal for the ſame {hall con- 
tinue with the confeſſors of it. | PETE 
O how were our hands ſtrengthened, our hearts re- 
vived, refreſhed, comforted, and confirmed in the ways; 

of the Lord, even in the midſt of our fiery furnaces, af- 
flictions, perſecutions, neceſſities, and diſtreſſes, when 
we could at any rate have acceſs to the enjoyment of his 
miniſtry, in the Glens, Fenns, Mountains, Muirs, 7 
es and remoteſt retirements of dur wildernefs, while 
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he was g the Lord's banner of love, and the ftan- 


dard of truth dif) played among us, crying aloud and not 


ſparing, as a voice crying in the wilderneſs, faithfully 


warning us of the fins, fnares and dangers of the times; 
and bearing witneſs for the truths and duties oppoſed 
by enemies and abandoned by friends in our day: which, 
while alive, he fruitfully confirmed by his miniſterial, 


and ambaſſador- becoming prattice: Approving himſelf 


as the minifter of God, in much patience, in neceſſities, 


affliftions, diſtrefles, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, 


in faſtings, by pureneſs, by knowledge, by leng-ſuffer- 
ing, by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love unfeign- 
ed, -by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteouſneſs on the right hand, and the left, 
by honour and diſhoneur, by evil report and good re- 
port, as a deeeiver, and yet true, as unknown, and yet 
well known, as dying, and behold living, as chaſtened, 
and not killed, as ſorowful, and yet always rejoicing, as 
poor, yet making many rich, as having nothing, $21 
yet poſſeſſing all things: And when dying, he faithful - 
ly crowned all, by overcoming through the blood of the 
Lamb and the word of his tettimony, not loving his life 
unto the death for the truths of his princely Maſter, 
which he ſealed with much patience, meekneſs, humi- 


lity, conſtancy, ſtedfaſtneſs, courage, and reſolution, 


love and zeal, as was confounding to enemies, convin- 
eing to neutrals, confirming to halters, comforting to 
friends, and admirable to all. 

But now, alas ! Sir, we are made to know the worth 
of ſuch a miniſter, by the word of him; the want now, 
is as ſorrowful, as the enjoyment for a while was joyful : 
Our deteſtable indifferency, our ſtupid fluggifhneſs, our 
unthankfulneſs, unfaithfuineſs, unfruitfulneſs under, and 
contempt of the gofpel, have provoked the holy Lord 
to remove him, and deprive us of his miniſtry : And the 
fame procuring cauſes have promerited, and protracted 
this long, laſting, and weary famine of goſpel ordinan- 
ces, under which we ſtill languiſh, wherein we are re- 
dated to many mournful * for want of ordained 
miniſters. s. 

Hence the ignorant are periſhing, and like to be a 
prey to all errors now abounding, and encouraged un- 
der the wings of this toleration; the zealous for want of 


5 guides i in hazard to run upon right-hand extrav 
the 
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the lukewarm, (Which are the greateſt nuinber) in 


danger to decline to left-hand defections backſliders 
waxing bold, and bleſſing themſelves in their apoſtacies, 


conformities: and compliances with the time's fins, ſnares, | 


errors and corruptions. The | generality are ſaying a 
confederacy with, and walking in the way of the people 
of this generation; and the Lord is become a fone” of 
ftumbling, and a rock of offence, a gin and 2 ſnare to both 
the houſes of Iſrael, whereby many are fallen and bro- 
ken, and ſnared and taken. The 2 malignant and prela- 
tic party are inſulting over us; the tolerated Preſbyte- 
rians are inveighing bitterly againſt us; the halters be- 
tween two opinions are inclining and declining ſtill to 
the worſe; many deeply exerciſed ſouls are diſtracted 
under legal terrors, while they have no comforter; many 
tempted with Satan's darts and the time's ſubdolous ſnares, 
are entangled and overcome, while they have no coun- 
ſellor; The poor and needy: want water, and their tongue 
faileth for thirſt, deſiring the ſincere milk of the word, 

and-cannot find it — publiely, powerfully and 
faithfully preached ; innumerable children coming into, 


and going gut of the world, and of ſeveral years old, 


wanting - baptiſm. The harveſt i is. great, but labourers 
are few, and the few that are, are outwearied with 


work and many wreltlings under inſu pportable diffi- 
culties. 


In the mean time, the perſecution is very hot, and i in 


many reſpects harder and heavier to conflict with than 
before the toleration, which as it hath brought eaſe to 
ſome, purchaſed at a dear rate of ſelling truth and ſhift- 
ing duty, fo it hath brought greater bondage and hea- 
vier burdens to us, who as we are excluded, ſo dare no 


more partake of it than we durſt of former ſnares offered 


under the notion of favours, from the ſame party, for 
the ſame ends. Priſons are daily filling, ſome threatned 
with death. One hath lately been — in the 


fields. Courts are holding up and down the country 


for taking up a roll of our names, offering all their I. 
berty to go either to the Maſs, or to the Quakers, or to 
the Prelatic curates, or to the tolerated meetings of 
Preſbyterians; but interdicting under the pain of death, 


either to countenance our meetings in the fields, whither 


their fury hath forced us, or to converſe or ſupply us 


with ſo much as a drink of water; and that which is 


more e litter, our tolerated, brethren, gentlemen and ma- 
. 8 SF OS" ny 


- 
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ny miriifters alſo, are preſent and affiſting 3 


informing againſt us, and intigating vr perſecutors a- 
. gainſt us. Ihe gentlemen putting us from our tene- 
ments and habitations under them. But words are wan- 


ting to utter our grievances, But, Sir, we hepe yo are 


not a ſtranger, unacquainted or unconcerned - 


In za word therefore, the deſign of all this confaled E 
repreſentation of our dalorous caſe, is to recommend to 
your wonted care and ſedulous and ſerious dilige 


weighty caſe of procuring the fupply af a faithful ordained 


miniſter, clothed with our Lord's icommiſtion, and po- 
teſtative miſſion to diſpenſe all his precious goſpel-ordi- 


Hances, ho may in ſome meaſure 5 and ſucceed in 


the room of gur renowned RENWI1CK, now removed. 
And as we pray the Lord of the harveſt, that he may 
conduct and countenance you in this — his 


forme experienced afſſiſtance and propitious favour, 


and incline the hearts of his ſervants in the land of your 
Exile to pity us and grant your requeſts; ſo we hope 
your nepreſentation and interceſſion with that reverend, 
and venerable Preſbytery of the godly miniſters at Emb- 

den in the behalf 0 h as we earneſtly recommend, 


may be bleſſed with the like ſucceſs that-your faithful 


tabours in this kind had with others heretofore, fo as to 
Induce them to concur in this great work and hoop 3 of pi- 
ty and charity, 

We requeſt you therefore to lay it ta heart, wor” taping 


; It upon, and befure the Lord, to lay out yourſelf as our 


intruſted orator, to recommend to theſe reverend, lear- 


ned and godly miniſters, our beloved and honoured bro- 


aher, Mr. Thomas Lining, that according to our ſuppli- 


| —_ letter to them, w ich we deſire you to preſent 


and deliver to them in our name, with all ſubmiffion 
they may confer upon bim, after due trial, the full pow- 
ier of miniſterial ordination, r impoſition of. ine 
according to the order of Chriſt. 

We deſire alſo that his call and teſtimonial. lately ſent 
From us, may be preſented to the Preſbytery, with ex- 
«cuſes of its informality, Withal proteſting and obteſt- 
Ing you, that you carefully beware that nothing be done 
In that affair in ſubſtance or circumſtance, which may 
directly or indirectly reflect upon, or ſeem to. admit any 
receſſion from, or allow any novation not conſonant to 
our covenanted reformation, acts of General Aſſemblies, 


9 Faith, * of f diſcipline, Propoſitions 
concerning 
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| 3 t and ordination of mini- 
ters ; and that therefore you inform yourſelf both as to 
the members of that reverend and renowned (Aaſſis who 
may perform hat action, that none may be intermixed 
who are not ſound and ſtedfaſt in the Proteſtatit and re- 
formed teſtimony a 9 Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, 
Sectarianiſm, her ſects and ſchiſms, corruptions 

and defections, and all reproved :novations,  _ x 

And as to the way and manner of celebrating: ==, Y 
lemn ordinance of ardination, that it be according to. 
Chriſt's order, and not · vitiateq with. human inventions, | 

either of Prelatic eneroachments, or ſectarian itu- 

tion of the power of the keys. An as to the 1ubſcri > 

tion required of tlie candidate, that it be nothing di 

nant from, or not confirmatory of the church of Scot- 
BH  land's teſtimony and confeflion, &c, withal, that ybu 
| take care that his proteſtation-may be admitted againſt a- 
| ny thing i in that church, either in doctrine, worſhip, diſ- 
cipline or government, rites or. ceremonies which are 
condemned by the Hoge, conſtitutions of the church 
of Scotland according to the word of God. And that 
you put che — learned and godly miniſters in 


mind, that as we preſume their tenderneſs and piety will 
4 put a favourable conſtruction on theſe our neceſſary cau- 
A tions that we commend unto your proſpection, as pro- 


ceeding not from any jealouſy we have of them, but from 
aur ſolicitoufneſs that we be neither impoſed upon nor 
reproached upon occaſion of this our addreſs] ire gd 
as former experience obliges us to provide againſt: So 
we hope and deſire that they will for pleated” in their 
written teſtimony declaring —— 55 his ordina- 
tion, to ſignify their approbation of this our application 
to them, that we have done nothing but What might be 
incumbent on us in our circumſtances in ſeeking foreign 
ordination. And to teſtiſy ſome weighty reaſons, that 
in granting it they have done nothing but what is lawful 
and expedient to them in their capacity, with a diſclaim 
of any arrogation of power over the church of Scotland, 
further than to extend their cumulative help Hic ad 
nunc in this circumſtantiate caſe of neceſſiry, that ſo, 
both they may have clearneſs to juſtify what they do in 
this matter, and we may have cantidenee to ane an 
that reproach __ \ 
We intreat alſo, that with all earneſtneſs you. may en⸗ 
gexraur to obtain from the fam yenerable Gn, the 
y ame 


_ 5 Meeting, . ö 17 1688. 

- fame acceſs and opened door for the benefit of another 

brother, Mr. Alexander Shields, yet labouring among 

us as 4 probationer in the miniſtry, when he ſhall be 

ready, and we in caſe to ſpare his gy om us for 
that effect. 

We add no more, but recommending you ok this 
- weighty affair to the gracious conduct and diſpoſal of the 
infinitely wiſe Jehovah ; we ſubſcribe, 


n dur aflifted e n companions in tribulation 


or the cauſe f mat th 
| Subſcribed in our name, by 


Md the wilderneſs of Camp cv 
bead-heights, Aug. ft, 1686; 


It was likewiſe reſolved by the an that Patrick 
Walker ſhould be deſired to go (and another perſon 
with him) to Fife, and ſpeak with ſome perſons there 
who deſired conference. Theſe perſons were of them 
who had'been with James Rufſel, and were now defirous 
of information how-matters were anon 8 the ſocieties.— 
This was done accordingly, : 

It was alſo appointed by the mecting, that the firſt 
I of October ſhould be- obſerved by the ſocieties 

a day of humiliation, mourning and faſting before tho 
Lord for the many heinous fins committed at the courts 


_ Which were kept in ſummer in the five weſtern ſhires; 


and in particular for the renouncing of our holy cove- 
nants by many, eſpecially in Edinburgh, in the time of 
the ſearch there upon the 25th of July laſt, 

And the next General Meeting was 1 to meet 
at . mn upon th 24th-of OHober. 


Auoxc the ways, means and methods to pave an 
eaſy entrance to the introduction of Popery into this 
land again; that of granting of the toleration hath been 
conducible, as the ſad effects thereof evidenced; for with 
it did the whole land comply, and under its ſhadow and 

ſhelter did they live peaceably and quietly, except the 
United Societies, with which, as they did not join, nor 
could, conſidering the fountain from whence it flowed, 


abſolute power claimed by a creature; the channel thro” 


which 


a * * * 5 
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which it did run, which was the ſuſpending and diſabl- 
ing of our penal laws; the reſtrictions and limitations 
wherewith it was clogged, and the end for which it was 
granted, which was to make way for the introduction 
of Popery ; ſo they were perſeeute with the ſame rigour 
as formerly, being ſo dealt with both before, and ſince 
the laſt meetings 611 —_— 

And to the end that the coming to light of any thing 
that tended to the diſcovery of the juſtice of their cauſe 
who were ſuffering, might be hindered, and their vindi- 
cation from miſtakes and reproaches caſt upon them, 
ſtopt; a proclamation was iflued forth, diſcharging the 
importing, vending or ſelling of ſome books, as Lex 
Rex, Naphtali, Jus Populi, '&'c. and among others was 
one called the Hind let Looſe, (fome of which had fal- 


len into their hands) wherein the teſtimony maintained 


by the United Societies is vindicated, and their ſuffer- 
ings for adhering te the ſame juſtified, and as the fuffer- 
ings of the perſecuted are defended, ſo the cruelty, 
treachery and tyranny of the perſecutors are diſcovered, 
This did gall them, when they beheld their evil deeds 
evidently characterized, and — hid 
open before the world; and that they might fear or ex- 
pect any oppoſition to the carrying on of their wicked de- 
ligns, and bringing to paſs of their curſed projects 
(brought to a great height already) from the five weſt- 
ern ſhires, of whom they always feared the greateſt hin- 
drance thereunto, eſpecially theſe poopie therein, who 
had been always great oppoſers of, and non-compliers 
with their wicked courſes ; it was determined by them 
that the country people in that bounds ſhould be diſ- 
armed: Whereupon fecret orders were ſent to the ſol- 
diers lying in the weſt to go through and ſearch for 
arms; which was exactly obeyed, and many of them 
gotten ; whereby the people were laid open to be a prey 
to any butchering cut-throat who might aſſault them. 
Atter this, a cruel circuit court was intended to be 
kept in theſe ſhires, and gentlemen pitched upon to be 
the members thereof, and in ſome places they were be- 
gun. The end of their appointment was to find out and, 


Puniſh thoſe who had been acceſſory to the reſcue of 


Mr, David Houſtoun, 

If theſe courts had gone on, the ſame would have 
tended much to to the affliction of the United Societies; 
but the Lord, who oftimes giyes te his people enlarge- 

; | ment 
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ment out of bondage, at 8 time and in a way, unexpet. 
ted and got looked for, did at this time both pre- 

_ fears of his own people, and the deſigns of his 
enemies 7 ETC 
When the prond, inſoient and cruel enemies had none 
to wreak themſelves upon but theſe ſoeieties, the Lord 
raiſed up againſt them oppoſites more mighty and ſtrong, 
whereby they got other things to think upon and other 
work to do, than always to be employed in perſecuting 
a poor, waſted and diſtreſſed people. For, when the 
news of the landing of the Dutch under the command of 
the Prince of Orange was noiſed abroad, great was the 
diligence and preparation for oppoſing them. Procla- 
mations were put forth for the rendezvouſing of the 
ä ron 1, heritors and militia, ordering beacons to be 
. fet upon the top of ſome hills to give warning of the ap- 


| 


pProach of ſhips, when tliey ſhould be ſeen; and com- 
manding all to be in readineſs betwixt 16 and 66. The 
ſtanding forces, being about fix Tegintents of horſe, foot 
and dragoons, went into England, being ſent for by their 
king. At this time the country was full of commotions 
and rumours of war; every one looking for changes and 
revolutions, ſome hoping for, and others fearing the 
ſame 3 and almoſt all were expecting the enſuing of theſe 
calamities that attend war, as its inſeparable compani- 
on. However, the generality of people were deſiring, 
yea longing for the landing of the Dutch, though many 
knew not for what they deſired them. 


© "In the mean time of theſe reclings, as above mention- 
ed, our General Meeting did conveen upon the 2ath of 
OHober, at 'Wanlockhead, in the ſhire of Nithſdale.— 
Where, paſſing things of leſſer moment, there delibera- 
ted upon, I ſhall give a ſhort (but true) account of the 
moſt material things there ſpoken of, and agreed un- 

to. n Es 
Mr. Thomas Lining having gone abroad in 1684, in 
order to the perfecting of his ſtudies, that when oppor- 
tnnity ſhould offer he might ſeek and get ordination; 
being defired thereto by a General Meeting to whom 
he left a ſubſcribed teſtimony, declaring his principles 
and reſolutions. He went firſt to Leewarden, where he | 
remained more than two years, living privately in the [ 
family with Mr. Hamilton, and getting teaching from tl 
one Mr. Gerkima, a miniſter in that place — 8 
m 


Craetat Aal, 055. 25. 1686. py 


him much kindneſs. The reſt of the time of his | 
abroad, he ftaid at the Univerſity of Gronitigety 


Utrechtyexcept that he came home in Fuly 3687 And 


| having ſtaid until Oclober thereafter, befors Bis depare 


ture, at a General Meeting he left a paper containing his 
mind and * g OT # woe: copy 


whereof followeth. 


22 Friend, 8 , 
T my . e en 1 ſhewed: you wy did 
(at the deſire of the Genetal Meeting) anent the 
controverfies of our time, and likewife my willingtteſs 


to go abroad to the ènd I may befitted more for my ge- 
neration - work, which the Lord might call me unto: fo 


mow at this preſent time, I declare my mind to be the 
ſame about things in controverſy as formerly it was, and 
that I am willing and defirous, when lawfully kalied and 
ſent, to ſerve the Lord as a Labourer (though thwots 
thy of that piece of honor) in Kis vineyard 3 and dò en- 

age myſelf not to fubject myſelf to an examination for 
licence ard ordination, but to fuch perſons or Preſdyte · 


be juſt and valid ; and that I ſhall acquaint yon before 
therewith that I may both have the help of your prays 


ers in ſuck a weighty buſineſs, and your friendly advice, 
providing that correſpondence with you be not topped by . 


wars or ſome. fuck extraordinary impediment. 
This alſo I leave as an evidence of my concurring with 
you ip the Lord's cauſe as it is preſently ſtated againſt 
opery, Prelacy, lawleſs toleration and tyranny, and all 
ſinful compBances ant defettions. As 8 an 


and ne with ny hand, O. Shy __— 2 
dee Sulſeribitur, Ben 
THOMAS nee. 


Mr. Liang er his going abroad, fad fon Ke tirts 
in the univerüty, at length obtained ordination the end | 


of Arguft, or the beginning of September, 1688. from 


the ca of See Appheuion for that effect being 
made to them by Mr. Harri It 


After his ordination he tock voyage preſently for Seots 
land; where he atzived in September laft, and eamé to 
this meeting 3. who, before meu would give him 4 joe 
a. e 4 1 | 4 = $4 and 


— 


ry as yr thall be fatisfied with, providing your exceptions « . 
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3 at g time and in a way. anenper- 
tec and not looked for, did at this time both pre- 


vent the fears of his own people, and the deſigns of . 


enemies. . N 
WMWben the p pod, inſolent and PR Uviindes had none 
to wreak themſelves upon but theſe ſocieties, the Lord 
raiſed up.againſt them oppoſites more mighty and ſtrong, 
whereby they got other things to think upon and other 
work to 46, 1 than always to be employed in perſecuting 
a poor, waſted and diſtreſſed people. For, when the 
neus of the landing of the Dutch under the command of 
the Prin of Orange was noiſed abroad, great was the 
dili GN nd preparation for oppoſing them. Procla- 
| ere put forth for the rendezvouſing of the 
gent „ heritors and militia, . ordering beacons to be 
fſet upon che top of ſome hills to give warning of the ap- 
proach of ſhips. when they ſhoutd be ſeen; and com- 
manding all to be in readineſs betwixt 16 and 606. The 
ſtanding forces, being about fix łegiments of horſe, foot 
and dragoons, went into England, being ſent for by their 
king. At this time the country was full of commotions 
and rumours of war; every one looking for changes and 
revolutions, ſome hoping for, and others fearing the 
ſame ; and almoſt all were expecting the enſuing of theſe 
calamities that attend aol 5 —— inſeparable -compani- 
on. However, the generalit eople were deſiring, 
yea longing for the landing — teh, though many 
xvew not for what they deſired them. 


| Iv the mean time of theſe reelings, as above mention- 
ed, our General Meeting did eonveen upon the 24th of 
OHober, at WN in the ſhire of Nithſdale.— 
Where, paſling things of leſſer moment, there delibera- 
ted upon, I ſhall give a ſhort (but true) account of the 
moſt material things there ſpoken of, and agreed un- 
to. 

Mr. Thomas Lining Invieg gone abroad in 1684, in 
order to the perfecting of his ſtudies, that when oppor- 
tnnity ſhould offer he might ſeek and get ordination; 
being defired thereto by a General Meeting to whom 
he left a ſubſcribed teſtimony, declaring his principles 
and reſolutions. He went firſt to Leewarden, where bc 
remained more than two Years, living privately in the 
family with Mr. Hamilton, and getting teaching from 
one Mr. Gerkima, à miniſter in that place who —_— 

m 


; whereot followeth. 
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him much kindneſs, The reſt of the time of his pabg 
abroad, he Raid at the Univerſity of Crohingen 


Utrecht except that he came home in July. A And 


| having ſaid until October thercafter, before his depar- 


ture, at a General Meeting he left a paper containing his 
mind and reſolution 8 * A woe copy 


ES 


Ae Friends, 4 ee 
my departure from you, 1 G you thy my mind 

(at the deſire of the Genetal Meeting) anent the 

eontroverſies of our time, and likewife my willingtteſs 


to go abroad to the ènd I may be fitted more for my ge- 
neration - work, which the Lord 


now at this preſent time, I dechare my mind to be the 
f ame about things TS formerly it was, and 


wars or 1 — fuch — appediment, 5 
This alſo I leave as an evidence of my concurring with 
* ip the Lord's cauſe as it is preſently ſtated againſt 
opery, Prelacy, lawleſs toleration and tyranny, and all 
ſinful compkamees ant defettions As ere wiched * 
and Pr an kind, 02. 5th, 2 RK. 


Se Suſe riditus * 
THOMAS Lino, 


Mr. Liaing er his going abroad, gala 1 come tithe 
in the univerüty, at length obtained ordination the enct 
of Arguft, or the beginning of September, 1688. from 
the clatlis of Yor hg,  Appheation for that effect being 5 
made to them by Mr. Hamilton n 

After his ordination he took voyage oreſently for Seats 
land; where he atzived in September laſt, and cam to 


* N F- wo before 227 would je? him A * 


— 


call me unto: 12 


„ / —— — 1 
* 4 
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and unanimous call, were deſirous to know the way of 
his offination, and what miniſters they were who or- 
| dained him This they judged neceſfary, in regard that 
the miniſters in the Netherlands had been called either 
Eraſtian, depending upon the magiſtrate, or Cocceian. 
—berefore he was deſired to give ſome account of his 
ordination at Embden, for the ſatisfaction of all con- 
cerned. | 
Whereupon he declared before the vetting; that he 
had diligently made enquiry about the miniſters there, 
and found by ſeveral diſcoveries, (which he inſtanced) 
that they were neither Eraſtian, depending on the ma- 
giſtrate, nor Cocceian; and that they had accepted of 
dur call and letters teſtimonial, which were ſent by the 
aſt meeting; that they had continued his trial and exa- 
mination upon all the heads of divinity-for 21 days; and 
\ , * thereafter: they had ordained him with ſolemn impoſition 
of hands, indefinitely, without a relation to any parti- 
cular church: For which he produced their teſtificate, 
ſubſcribed by Mr. Petrius Ritzius preſes of the Claſſis, 
(as alſo a letter from Mr. Hamilton.) 
When Mr. Lining had given this relation, he went out 
f alittle, and the meeting, after deliberation, reſolved u- 
pon giving him a call: Whereupon he was elected and 
called by the elders and drechfen of the rooms. to be 


their miniſter. -* 
Here follows the: ſubſtance of £ Mr. Hamilton” 8 Letter. 


” iT tos. y 
A 
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THE Lord hath 50 pmg is poor . and 
| ' eſpecially in that land for a long time, aud 'hath 
made great diſcoveries ther; beyond what the wit of 
man could ever have done, ſo that now both right end 
— hand enemies are fairly diſcovered ind ftated under 
e banner of Antichfiſt, in a direct oppoſition to God 
bk; his Anointed, and that both as he is King in his own 
church, and hath the fovereignty over his niyſticaF bo- 
| dy; and as King of the world, whoſe incommunicable 80 
pPrerogative it is to be abſolute; fo that he bath Fairly ſtat- 
: ed his own cauſe, and ſeems to be in an open way to vin- q: 
| dlicate the ſamie, with its followers, to the conviction of : 
1 ſome; and the comfort of others, the ſhame and confu- 
ſion of oppoſers : All which, I think, ſays, that he is 


1 ui n an a date, backſliden ſecure and | 
n * OE. N rebelliòus th 
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cb 8 eneratjon.” _ Hitherto he has been Frail 15 
do cem. 
ingly he is to ſlay with the word, that he that fleeth, 


che principal agents; ſo the Lamb and Lion of the tribe 
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lintle of 2 5 and making the poſts; but how 
ſhall not flee away, and he that eſeapeth, ſhall not be de⸗ - | 
livered. —Hitherto he has beg been holding a bitter "3 

to the heads of his own, them to drink the 


thereof, not to deſtroy, but to fave them, and that 9 


might ſee, what metal they are of, and that to their ever- 
laſting 3 Joy and conſolation ; But enemies muſt drink th 
bottom with the dregs, and be made to ſee. that A 
have been digging their own graves, and alſo to ſee an 
read to their conviction and torment; lincerity, truth 
faithfulneſs manifeſted in theſe whom they . bave. been 
reproaching, ſpoiling, torturing and murdering. Re © 
The Lord will be magnified in the generation 'of the 27 


righteous, He will ſtill exalt his glory in all Scotland's 


confine reclings and ſtorms, as ſpecial cures win = 
name to a phyfietan, and great victories gain honour to 


of Judah, the King of ſaints, by carrying his little, little 
flock through ſpecial trials, will magnify the glory of 
his power, love and conduct, to the conviction and a- 
ſtoniſhinent; of, the world, like ſome {kjlful -phyficians y 
that make their ſervants ſwallow ſome ſtrong poiſon, 
that they may ſhew their ſkill, and inhanſe patients to. 
themſelves: 80 our wiſe Lord puts. his. people to great 
plunges and difficulties, that 58 1 alone may be empley 4 
and glorified in them, and in the eyes of all 60 

in his wiſdom, power, mercy and faithfulneſs in catfy⸗ 
ing them ſweetly and cleanly. through, without makin 
ihipwreck of faith and a good conſcience. By, this he | 
advances his name, and makes it great to the ends of the 
earth, and thereby gaining multitudes” to himſelf at 
once, that will be as ſo many heralds to ſound forth the 
praifes of his greatneſs and ae from een to 
generation. 

I hall fay no more, but labour to keep the paged, the 
good old way, ſeeking to be found in his Way when he 
cometh, keeping the word of Chriſt's ener ſtand- 
ing faſt to your poſt, and cloſe to your Maſter, in rea- 
dineſs to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes, for the 
winds are now like to be let looſe, and it is to be feared | 
many ſhall be blown away with them, although net one 
grain of his true wheat ſhall be loſt, being preſerved by | 
the power of God unto ſalvation; He is to do a great =_ 
2 2 2 work 
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Vork in the earth, and he will pot be unmindful of bis 


* 


we Improve what you are getting to his praiſe, and 
eredit him for more, and then it 2 be but an earneſt 
of what the land and his followers may expect. He has 
been much ſeen in managing of your laſt affair, and to 
my poor capaelty is fitting gur worthy friend Mr. Tho- 
mas Lining, for the work he is calling him to. O praiſe 
him, for he is doing . things for you. 
. I hope ye will not be unmindful of me, ye know my 
cafe in à great meaſure: my deſign is, if the Lord will, 
upon the firſt breaking out of wars ta viſit you, and take 
p ſhare of your lot, and again I lay it upon you ta pray 
the Lord may open a door for me; and if not, that I may 
be kept faithful in every lot that Lmay be tryſted with, 
to the glory and praiſe of his rich grae. 
The bearar will 12 my diligence at Groningen: a8 
to that affair pf Mr Boyd, I ſhall labour ta fulfilyour re- 
gueſt ; as for any further, I refer you tg he Hefe. 
Praying the Lord may be @ ſun, and à field unto. you 
all, Jam, as ever, "4" We pegs?! 


Worthy friends, yours jn the Lord Jeſus, 


* 
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Tux next thingthe Meeting took to their conſiderati- 
oa was to conſult upon what would be our duty when the 
Date ſhould 4 of which there were great expectati- 
= $95 that it wqulg preſently occur,,—Whereupon the quel+ 
ion was propounded firſt in general thus. 8 
: What ought te be done in cafe the Dutch with other 
1 confederate Proteſtants ſhould make an expedition into 
this kingdom, providing their declaration, and ends of 
the war were right Next it was divided into ſeveral 
bran-hes for the better underſtanding thercof,———As 
I.) Whether duty and ſafety did call for a riſing in 
3 
2,) UA there a riling refolved, when t 
ſhould he attempted? | | * " 
(3-) Who ſhould be admitted to concur? — 
(4) Whether there thould be an aflociation with the 
Dutch, or continuing in à ſeparate body? | | 
- , (s:) Whether there ſhould be any treating with them 
| 5 1 „„ 


. 1 Metine, an a, 3686, - 36h 
in fygh : gong oppearoney, ot If un, how far | 


ah.) rye being thus propounded, aber ada) 
conference. an ings, r every one of them, 
the mind of every ane he meeting, to each of 


theſe propoſals being — — deliberati. 
on, did give it, the reſult of which was theſe 1 
following. 

As to the AA, It was ee de thats n Hilary | 
ſcemed to require rifing in a poſture of defence, to avoid 
ſnares, and ſeemingly ineluQable deſtruction, when all 
would be required to fide themſelves, and declare whom 
4 they were for, and concur with ſome for it would 
be a reproach, when now the quarrel would be ſtated for 

religion and liberty, if they who have borne arms hither - 
to oe-the defence chere e n * 
To the feind, It was reſolved that our appearance in 
that poſture ſhould not be ſudden; for that would be to 
expoſe ourſelyes as à prey, nor that it ſhould be at all, if 
the expedition thould only be in England. But that; it 
ſhould only: be attempted in the forementioned circum- 
ſtances, when the expedition in that kingdom were fa 
| far advanced as all the country were in a combuſtion, and 
denerally preſſed ta declare themſelves on what fide they 
were. And to this effect, it was agreed that our gather - 


ing ſhould be toward that plact of the country command 

e ed by the Dutchy, and that . ſnould be appointeq o 

= wait at Edinburgh, to give intelligence to all qu: | 

* when they ſhould land in Scotland: Ang there to "A FR 
point time andplace of another General Meeting, which 

er might conclude whether the eaſe required a gathering in 

0 arms or not.—Accordingly ſome were choſen for the W 

of foreſaid end, who alſo went and ſtayed there. | 

al The third, Being much doubted, and debated 2 

As ther compliers 1 with the enemy, might be admitted ta 

in Join in arms; it was reſolved in this method. That firſt + 
' declaration containing the cauſe, occaſion, and ends of 

his our appearing be emitted. Then a day of humiliation 


appointed to mourn for all the ſteps 1 defection and 
compliances; wherein all joiners ſhould be enjoined to 


confeſs their reſpective acceſſion to the fins movrned o- 
ver: and then that the covenant ſhould be ſolemnly fe- 


en newed with application to all breaches of it, old and 
late, in aur Gays engaging a | joiners againſt all com- 
| — pliaus a 
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reducing their foreſaid reſolutions into practice. 


4 
1 
4 
1 
11 
_ 


pliange in time coming: After all which; if con 
agu declare their agreement with the declaration, - 
in the humiliation, *confeſſing their compliances, and 
ſublcribe the covenant, engaging againft all compliance 
For the future they might then be admitted. This is 
not to be naderſtood of them who had forfeited their 
lives who were not to be admitted. And concerning 
theſe who were guilty of ſome groſs ſteps of defection 


. and«compliance 3 it could not be determined if they 


Mould be admitted or not: But it was provided that if 
they were, it n h be as e eee, and not bo 
be officers. W | 

As to the, „1 2 nm er that } 
we could not have _ aſſociation with the Dutch; in one 
body, nor come formally under their conduct, being 
ſuck a promiſcuous conjunction of reformed: Lutheran 


malignants and ſectaries, to join with whom, were re- 


pugnant to the teſtimony*of the church of Scotland. . 


As to the , After ſome debate it was agreed, chat 
they might be treated with, ſo far as to keep ſome _ | 
re/pondence with hem, to co- operate together aga 
the common enemy, to inform them. of their . — 
to take àmunition from them, and to admir ſome of 
them to come and teach us the art of wary but not to 


take them for our zolficers, nor en under * con- 


duct. 13 N a 
- | The: next ct Geperal ſs was Seen to be at 
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In che untern of 86 this ok nothing was ex- 
pected but confuſions and commotions, The United 
Societies were waiting:when opportunity ſhould offer for 


In the mean time they enjoyed peace, and got a brea« 
thing from that cruel periebution * which _ had 
long been groaning. % 

Upon the th of November; The prince of Orange 
with his army conſiſting of about 14, ooo men, did land 
in England; not long after their landing there were 
range ern in that nn, in bringing to pals of 

| Ar 1 
. 8 . 
® There is do mention of their appointing any ſaſt-days here, 


as was ordinary formerly. From this time forward maby 1d 
men who lived in that time, date the beginning of their dec: * 


on from their former priaciples an! ptadtices, faithfula. is, 


zeal add tenderneſs, 


—— 


— 


2 


which, the Lord's right hand and arm did gloriouflyap-- 
pear, and the band of man very little. — That huge ur- 
my of 30,000 Engliſh, Scots, and Irith did melt aW, 
moſt part of all, not giving ſo much as one ſtroke. The 
tyrant James, was tumbled from his throne, ànd made 
to run, his Queen and greateſt courtiers glad to hide 
themſelves, ſome of whom were taken. In Scotland 
the changes aud revolutions were neither few nor ſmmall. 
That ſtroke which was given to Papiſts and their idola- 
try, was not the reſult of long contrived counſels, nor- 
begun, nor effectuate by wiſe or great men, but done in 
a ſudden by children and others not much eſteemed, tho 
. afterward their quarrel was eſpouſed by others 
ö „ Witneſs that which was done at Edinburgh, Decem- 
her 10th.—The like ſtroke they met with at London, 
 abqut the ſame time, as if the ſame had been before 
contrived.s Behold on a ſudden a very wonderful altera- 
tion. He who not long before,” claimed an abfolute pow- 
er, and prerogative royal, which all were to obey with- 
out reſerve, was made to flee, and could get fe to o- 
bey him, yea deſpiſed by many of thefe whom ke exalt-  _ 
ed: The wicked were enſnared in the work of their „ 
hands, and the counſel of the heathen brought to nought. 
5 Lbeſe who formerly were perfecute are now in quiet, 
and theſe Who had been perſecutors, are in fear, and 
glad to hide themſelves. Theſe who formerly were a 
terror to many, are now feared: for theſe whom they 
made afraid before, Theſe are the doings of the Lord, 
and ſhould be wondrous in our eyes. . 
In this reeling time, the Societies were not idle, for 
not only ſome of them were active in what was dene a- 
gainſt popiſh idolatry at Edinburgh, but what was done 
of that kind in other places of the country, was done 
for the moſt part by them; and they were willing to have 
done more, if it had been in their power: zeal againſt 
Papiſts, and their idolatry, at this time was very lively 
and keen: But that which was moſt the oecaſion of their 
appearing was the alarming noife of the Papiſts burning 
Kirkcudbright which did run through the country: 
Whereupon they looked upon this as an opportunity for 
them to appear for the defence of religion, the country, 
and themſelves. . 1 . 
Accordingly they did appear in great numbers (being 
the moſt forward to it, of any in the country) eſpecially 
in Nithſdale and Galloway, (n which places they de- 
N | ſtroyed 


c 
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numente of idolatry, which 


3 the relicts and 


they got in "houſes onging to papiſts) and Gwe 6t 
them, viz: in Clydeſdale ſtayed. together in wy until 


© the General Meeting, which conveened upon the 3d of 


January, 1689. at Dang, inahe ſhire ot Clydeidalc. 


Tun which day. the meeting being ſet there wil a 


paper of apology, Cc. agreed unto,—which they eon- 
cluded ſhould be forth-with publiſhed intending there- 


by. by to apologize for, and * the cauſe of their riſing, 
C 


ontinuing in arms, leſt they ſhould be miſconſtruc- 
ted ʒ and to clear themſelves of ſome aſperſions caſt u- 
pon them, particularly that of robbing of the Curate of 
Carluke, for which they were blamed; and to declare 
| as reſolution to diſperſe, that ſo the country might tec 
at they deſired not to be burdenſome, except when ne- 
ceſñty called for it. And alſs by this to ſignify their ad- 
herence to the cauſe for which they had been ſuffering, 
This paper was publiſhed at Douglas the 4th of 
January, 1689. where (after Mr. Alexander Shields 
had prayed and fung 4 part of a pſalm) it was read: 
"There, were preſent Mefirs, Thomas Lining, William 
Boyd, and David Houftoun, and about 300 armed men, 
as alſo-ſeveral. of the inhabitants of the town; imme- 


iately after which, the armed men went out of the 


town, except thoſe who were eine to ſtay upon the 
account of the General Meeting ; and that the paper 

might be the better ſeen by all cancer, feyeral co- 

pies thereof were written that night, which wete ſpread 
abroad through the country. 

Immediately after the diſmiſſing of the armed men, 
the General Meeting conveened again, to whom was 
given in a paper by theſe men repreſenting. the ſocieties 
of Nith{dale, containing ſome articles for the better re- 
gulating of companies in that juncture. This was judg- 
ed neceſſary to be given in for preventing of 3 
which in this confuſed time might fall out among them 
while they were in arms, and whereof 3 ocur- 
red already. 

It was read and conſidered by the meeting, and they 
deſired captains and lieutenants of companies to mect to- 
gether in order to the condeſcending upon theſe or the 
like articles, and to endeavour to get the ſame put in 


— that order m 'glat de ere and I prevent- 


ted.— 


„„ ied con ĩ oo. oe EE 


pon the time and method of 


open our caſe before him, which he 


wall be een 


and Carrick at Sanquhar, January 23d, where 


* not dine; although. 
it was judged neceſſar j. 

It was moved by dome, that theimceting. might outs 
der upon the drawing up and ſending an addreſs, with 
an account of our grievances. ſuſtained by us under the 
late tyranny, to the Prince of Orange, which the cir- 
cumſtances emed to call for at our hands; whereupon _ 


it was reſolved that the ame ſhould be written and 


brought to the next meetin 


- who were to conſider u- 


ding them. The doing 
of this was judged neceſſary; that as thereby we would 


acknowledge the Prince to be a honoured inſtrumeht of 


breaking the heavy yoke of oppreſſion from off our 


necks ; ſo we would take opportunity to put him in 
mind of the great and wonderful things ths Lord did for 
him, which called for ſuitable. returns at his hands 3 


wirkal truly repreſenting our cauſe, for adhering where- 


unto we had been ſuffering theſe years paſt; and laying 


might be ignorant 


of, being a ſtranger; and craving his aid and help for re- 


ievances.—W hat followed Upon as 
erwards. 


dreſſing of our 


There was a letter vecſented * 1084 at this meet⸗ 


ing, fen Nen Dick, Robert Dun, Robert Cath- 


cart, Cc. in Carrick and Gallo who formerly had 
ſeparated from and o ee Renwick, of 


ppoſed Mr, 
whom ſore account 1s already given) directed to Keri- 


land; in which they deſired rt might be ſent to con- 


verſe with them, in order to union. | * 

The meeting having a deſire to have differences re- 
moved in a right way, reſolved.o ſend ſome men to hear 
what they wo lay. 80 Willam' Harris, John Mack 
in Evan Jale, William Rigg and Andrew Roſs in Car- 
rick, were choſen for that effect, ha were deſired to 


give account of their diligence to the next meeting. 


' Accordingly theſe men met with thoſe of Galle way 
Robert 
Cathcart, in name of the Teſt, propounded firſt; That 
ſeeing we joined with fuch miniſters as were altogether 


extraneous of the church of Scotland; there could be no 


accommodation be thought on, till either we diſowned 
them, or elſe that they ſhould ſubmit themſelves to the 


miniſtesd of the. church of Scotland ;—and they deſired 


we would make addreſs to theſe Mäiſterg of the church 
of Scotland ** to other propoſals (though 88 5 
N B 2 * 


I 2 Mak, dn. 75 my 369 
red But ne vert heleſs the 


* 


e . * e 


5 chey had more) they reſuſed wire ben, ſeeing we 
could not agree about the firſt. * OK + 615 


When the 8 they wond&@ed | 


what theſe men could mean: if they intended union, 
the requiring of that which they fought as the founda- 
tion thereof, was not the way to attain it. For, to diſ- 
own our minister {except they would do that which j in 
- "conſcience they could not do, as matters are now cir- 


„ cumſtantiate) would have been provoking 10 God, and 


by 3 matter of mocking of us to men. 


195 1 the Prince of Orange's-drelaration at Glaſgow by 
Mr. Boyd and fome others with him, was offended there- 
dt. And to evidence his diſlike thereof, wrote (being 
at that time prifoner in . en to James Wilſon, de- 
firing him in his name, to proteſt before the General 
Meeting againſt that deed. Which James Wilſon did; 
acquainting the meeting that he had Earlftonn's letter 
for it. With which proteſtation ſome. of the General 
Meeting joined. And the whole meeting declared their 
Aiſſatisfaction with the reading of that ; 2 uh. +44 which 


as it was a deed raſhly gone about withont common con- 


with it as it 
e who was 4 


fent ; fo, though they would not me 
was the declaration of the Prince of 
ſtranger 3 yet to eſpouſe the fame as 
ſo — 4.5 they thought 1 it too lame and defective, for 
there was no mention . in it of the covenanted work 
of reformation. - * * 

©. Upon the account of the late emergents, 5 meeting 
_ ht it their duty to ſet apart ſome time for prayer 

ankſgiving z as follows: 

Wy is 1 deſired that Fueſday the r oth af Jani 
_ -ary may be a day of thankſgiving for the wondertel 
providences o God towards us in breaking in fome mea- 

iure the yoke of perſecution, and animating ſome to the 
. Fe! of che monuments of 7855 in * land, 


Alſo, that in dee day we may be earneſt in pray- 
er, that we may find favour in the eyes of theſe whom 


whe Lord hath made inftruments of our relief. * Os 


. 

Tun generality of . in the frre N Hires, 
conſidering the. providences of the time, net re in- 
dieed wonderful, — did look upon the ſame as au oppor- 
| r mes their hands of 9 off the yoke of ab- 


jured 


0 5 
* | a 


The Hird of Earlſtoun having heard of the chit.” 


Wale declaration 


eee ee _ ae FIT, e 5 * 


jure Pre under which had been le 
i E out of 3. theſe long mo 
linge the curates, reſolving never to ſubject to — and 
to do.all whichMes in their: * che, oY | 
_ Accordingly many Curgtes were p flow their, kicks 
which they had long poſſeſſed. "Thoſe who were moſt. , 
active in this, were of the United Societies, who at this 
time ſhiewed not only zeal and for dneſs.in that, bur 
alſo in deſtroying Popith idolatry; and herein they were 
helped of this Lordto carry Chriſtianly, as was acknow- 
ledged by their very enemies; for though they ſnewed 
much ſtrictneſs in ſearching for idolatrous things in hou- 
ſes where they got. nne of their being hid; yet 
they did not wrong any thing in the houſe, nor take 
ought out of the ſame; ae is that which they did at 
Traquair; neither did they convert any of theſe idola- 
trous things ee ſome of them 88 of great value) 
to prĩvate or public uſeꝶ but brought the ſame to public 
Mercat-croſſes; aud thi 1 885 * witneſſes er | 
ed them by fire. 
Theſe things which were done at this time by the U. 
nited Societies (wountain-men or hill- men as they were 
then called) made ſuch a noiſe through thę land, that 
'Y the very report thereaFoccafioned à great terror among. 
| Papiſts, malignants and Curgtes, and they were muck 
afraid of them —Hete is a change to be remarked } 
—Theſe men, high and gre at in their own eſteem, 
4 ſome of zrhom Feared neither r God nor man, are now 24 


r fraid of theſe * People wham before * Wee 
| wh def) axes | 


.. wy e 7 


a in this peeling, * unſettled time, rk to the. | 
a appointment of the laſt meeting, A General Meeting 
did conveen in the town of. Sanquhar, i in the ſhire of 
d, Nithſdale, upon January 238.—An account of what was - 
5 deliberated . and reſolved, upon by them, with the * 
of managing the ſame, I ſhall here ſer down. 
Alexander Gordon of Farlſtoun, after his being pri- 
ſoner a long time (viz. fince May 168z) was at lengtn 
ſet at liberty out of the caſtle of 1 (being among 
the laſt ho was liberate after the Revolution) in a way 
and upon terms no-way diſhonouring to the cauſe for N 
which he had been ſuffering, the ſame being without a- 
ny engagement by word or writing to theſe who were his 
A a 2 | berſocu- 
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64 Ws eee ſo much as ſought by him z 
yea when con out of the caſtle, he took itiftruinents 
in the hands of the clerk of that ce that hie was the 

| fame as to- his principles When he & going out; a8 Wien 
he came in there. Being at liberty he was defiraus' to 
fee his friends and old icquamtances in the Weſt, where. - 
upon he came to Sanquhar, and he was deſtred to 
be prefent at the meeting. When he came in, and had 
fat a little, he roſe up voluntarily of his own free choice, 5 
and without "being « lefired be Hake to the | eetfing t to 

this effect. wth iow N er irate : 

That after long fende the Lord i in ih provi ence 
| had ordered their meeting together again, they knew 
His errand in going abroad, and how he fell into the e. 
nemies hands, and what trials and toſſings he had en- 
dured, white among their hands; That for a While af. 
ter ke was taken, it was not fo right in matters between 
God and his ſoul, as it was afterward.” And when it 
came to the trial, he did not carry as it became a pri- 
foner for truth, for he did petition the enemies, in which 

tition were all the evils imaginable which (he ſaid) was 
diſhonourable to God, and offenſiye to his neopte : When 
he had ended, he removed a little. When the meeting 
had conuhuned amang themſelves concerning Him, they 
were ſatisfied with his ingenuity Wich appeared in bis 
confefſing of what he had done wrong when a eiter, 

the certainty whereof, they knew not before. Howe - 
ver ſeeing ſeveral, and various re of his carriage 
that then were ſpread abroad, and credited by many; 
And that they had been blame f being * upon 
his account, 

It was thought eden to go to him in private, ang 
enquire at himfelf concerning ſome things Wherewith 
he was charged: And for his own exoneration, and their 
ſatisfattion, to defire him to be free: which, with his 
anſwers to each of them follow, as they were propoſ- 
ed dy two men to him. After apologizing that they 
hoped he would not be offended at their freedom, they 
defired he would be pteaſed to ſatiety hens in giving an. 
ſwers to ſome few things. 

TH, If after he was a bende, he has any hand 
in diſcovering the plot in England, for which * Was 
much 1 ? He altogether denied his having any 
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ing any who 
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ever he faid befove- the enemies, that he 
r. take the Tefty/ as was he did? This be 
— denied: And ſhewed what way he was miftaken in 
it, Which wWas us. One time when Rdward Aitken 
(ho was taken with Km) and he were beiere Queenſ- 
berry/ who aſked at Edward H he would takt the Teſt, 
for (aid he) Earlſteun Rath faid he will take it; where- 
upon Edward ſuid to Ehriſtoun, will ye take the Teſt? 
To this Eurlſtoun did net anſwer, but turned about 46 
ueenſberry; and faid, would ye have him be like the 
witches? 15 which he fald, was ihat to renounce: his 
baptiſm ? So the ſpealeing in chat manner, and not giv- 
ing an anſwer to ——— him ſuppoſe ner 
ſtoun had ſaid, be would take the Teſt. 
Zaly, If he made any farther-diſcovery of che plat, af. 


. ter i t, found eur as it was ſaid he did This helike- 


wiſe denied, except one time when threatened with the 
boots, bythe council, unleſs he would make a diſcovery 
thereof, he told them he could tell them no more then 
what they had- got alregdy, but that he heard fome, of 
themſelves Rad a hand in it. In like manner he denied 
that he told of Mr. Haddow's quarters in Landon (as 
was reparted he did) neither knew what way it was dii- 
covered unleſs they Hud got a directiou ola letter N 
among his papers Which were ſeized on at Shields. 
_ 4thly, If he knew what was the nature of thePetition 


given in by him to the coungll; He declared, he knew 


not, which made his doing thereof the more heinous, 
but he ſaid there were all kinds of evils in it. The men 
returned and acquainted the meeting with What Earl 
ſtoun had ſaid to them concerning thoſe things they 
vere deſired ta aſk him about. $03 it was concluded by 


them, as moſt expedient, that he might be deſired to 


be prefent at the meeting, though not u 32 there- 
of. This was thought htteſt that wy — t have rea- 
ſon ta 'charge them with partiality, ting him, 
while they wauld not have done 10 via, others. "So he 
came in. 
After this, when the meeting was ſpeaking about ad- 
dreſſing of the prinee of Orange * gun declared his 
declaration which 
occaſioned fame debate between him and Mr. Boyd. 
Thereafter continuing therein a little ſpace, EFarlſtoun 
entered his proteftation againſt receiving into the mcet- 
had eſpouſed a malignant inkereR 3 ; as he 5 Dy 
thefe 


I Grideral \Mrcting, Fat 230r1689, 
| theſe hq had xcadbthe Prince's: declaration had done, | 
lc © dren. eee they had owned him, 
and eſpouſedehis-qusrrel While in the mean time, they 
knem net wdlliwbat beywas erh neither had, he given 
_ conditinsian/llys- part; er (fecurity for religion, The 
meeting ſhæwedl their diſlilee of the reading of the Prins 
ces decharatiom ¶ Vet they admitted the readers do be mem. 
bers of the meeting However, Eariſtoun would not ſtay 
zn the meeting, though he was carpeſtly; deſſredʒ his 
1 was {omowhat,grieyousito them. 
he meeting conſidering the confuſions which were 
at the laſt meeting and other meetings before; for avoid- 
A timo, they concluded, That the mi- 
nitters and elders ſhould go apart by themſelves, ang 
-confult and deliterate npon matters incumbent for them. 
ELet none from this be ſo for miſtaken, vs to think that 
before this time miniſters and elders did ſit as members 
of General Meetings, for they were only preſent there 
to give their advice and counſel, which was neceſſary to 
be ſought, and requiſite for them to give] That theſe 
that had command over companięs, 45 captains, lieute- 
nants, c. ſhould meet together, and deliberate upon 
matters relating to them. And that the General Meet- 
ing {ſhould meet by themſelves, am conſult about mat- 
ters herein they were concerned and in things doubt - 
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ul to feek advice from the miniſters. This reſolution 

Vas put in practice upon the marrow ʒ; and for that night 
they e, e: e He obo; 7 N 
Upon the morrow, January zatb, the General Mee- 
ting conveened, when it was unanimouſly concluded by t 
them, That it was a neceſſary duty to renew the cove- x 
nants. Some of them agreed to this only for themſelves, 0 
not having che minds of their ſocicties therein. Others 0 
deſired that thęir focieties might be acquainted. there- P 
with, that they might have time to think upon, and W 

prepare for ſo grave and ſeriqus a work. And others 

ſpake not only for themſelves, but for their ſocieties allo. | 
"= _- n How- ne 
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7, £* The reaſqn, of his foregoing/ cageluſon appears. 10 have 0 
been occaſioned hy Roos | Proteſtatſag againſt Mr Boyd, 1 
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Ge. which ſeverats adhered vnto; and others who' farovred th, 
what Mt. Boyd had dor e, cordevned' the proteſta ion, which 10 
caulſed hot ceha tes g; therefare tha ſound! it neceſſary for carry- ot 
ng 90 $heir debangimmors ſecretly, walkout appriſiag the peo We 
ple rhereof, to follow this — „Whether there was pare ty to | 
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| Meme 
of deſection and breaches of govenant;; 


all referred the drawin 


profpthe — 
Bring upon 
the day for that ſalemny aRion, to rh&miniſters ;; 2 


which they (the miniſters): were acquaf ted. 


The miniſters and elders condeſcended pom the- et 
Mordh for faid work. The reaſon of appointing it ſo 
ſoon, was to have it before the down-fitting of the Con- 
vention of Eſtates, which was to be upon the zath of 


March , for then affaits might come to ſome ſettlemeht, 


and it would not he ſo proper for us to delt as in thisin- 
terregnum, and time of anarchy. 
But betwixt and that time, there was a faſt-day - 
ed upon, viz. Ihe firſt 'Phurſday of February, which 
our ſocieties were deſired to keep as a day of faſting and 


prayer, for preparation to our intended - ſolenm renew- 


ing the covenants; that we might be helped to à right 
ſight and ſenſe of the breaches, and a right underſtand- 
ing and impreſſion of the duties thereof. 
As alſo, there was another General Mee appoints 
ed to meet at Crataſord · Jabn, upon ttie 13th of Februa- 
75, 1689. Againſt which time, the acknowledgment 
of ſins and breaches of covenant, c. were to be drawn 
up, and there to be read. And likewiſe our addreſs to 
the Prince, with dur grievances, to be drawn up, and 
then and there * be deliberated upun kad: condeſcend- 
ed unto. : 
The ien od elders a that difveders . | 
happen in putting out of the Prelatic curates from the 
kirks in the way and manner lately practifed, whereby 
the cauſe might be wronged, and the 'owners thereof 
reproached : For preventing whereof, they agreed upon 
2 paper to be given in by the people of each-pariſh to the 
Curate, which they expected would make him afraid to 


preach, or you oy | ug there ; the tenor nt which 
was: 5 | | 


9 WE, belonging to the Pariſh of ———; Henk 
now long groaned under the inſupportable yoke of Pre- 
lacy, and having ſuffered a long continued tract of mani= 
told cruel oppreſſions/and perfecutions for many years, . 
upon the account of our not owning and ſubmitting unto 
the intruſion of Epiſcopal Curates; and withal, being 
touched with ſuch zeal to the houſe of our God, that 
ve cannot endure any longer to ſee it made and continue 
to be a den of thieves, who have not entered in at Chriſt's. | 
door, 
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covenants to endea- 
vol | and being reſolved to 

— it hy all approvden means to the utmoſt, as the 
Lord ſhall enable us, "Do therefore, to prevent other tu- 
mults, warn du to ſurceaſe and deſiſt from preach- 
ing and all other miniſterial. exerciſes in the kirk of 
and to depart from the cure and benefice of the ſaid kirk 
and to deliver up the keys of the. ſame, under certi- 


fication, that: if * og: you 0: torced- to 


doit.” | teig ba 
nr To D 1141 enn « 4.1 is 1 
This Sony was brought to — incctinland there read; 
— moſt: part of whom agreed therewith,” and reſolved 
that copias ſhould be given by people in the pariſhes 
whereDurdtogipct: werei—This was par in I in fe- 
veral places. 

The General Meeting conſidering the great want of 
men of known integrity, ikilled in the exerciſe of arms, 
 — delired-that diligence; be uſed to find men ſkilled in 
that-exetciſe, (providing they had not been active in 
carrying on the late perſecution) who might be 8 
ed to exerciſe companies for wages. 

The captains and lieutenants agreed 2 ſome thing 
which they ſent to the General eeting; as 

1/, That the ſocieties of every ſhire aw abpoint offi- 


cers, according to the pr of men that _P can join 


with. in that ſhire. 

'20ly, That theſe officers meet > togelhey for conſulta- 
| ths before the General Meeting that the country be not 
burdened, - nor the meeting confuſed, and that they 
| ehooſe ſome among themſelves to preſent to the Gene- 

ral Meeting what they have concluded. 0 

; 24ts, That the officers who ſhall come to aid meet- 


0 ing, ſhall have a commiſſion ſubſcribed by all the com- 


any. 
: There was a letter directed to our miniſters from ov? 
friends in Ireland, read at the meeting wing ſome re- 
lation of their tondition z alſo a man of their ſociety gave 
an account of their att. and of their earneſt deſire to 


| | have ſome of our miniſters to come and preach the gol- 


pet to them. 

The Meeting concluded upon writing a letter to them; 
which accordingly was l and carried by Mr. David 
Hout oun minkſter. ; 


© to Sa 2io£©f Dc cc 


29838 2k DMD Fe 


2 2 


— 
— 
— 


Ch 


wonderful providences which have occurred of late, with 


Central Meeting, Jan. 24th," 1689. 37% 
It contained our ſenſe of their preſent caſe; and de- 
ſire of ſympathy with them, alſo apologiaing for the not 
coming of ſome of 6ur miniſters to them at the time, 
but that afterward they might come over: However 
wiſhing the labours of Mr. David Houſtoun who wis 
coming (and did'go e pes after this) might be bleſ- 
ſed with ſucceſs, withal refuting that calumny of his 
and our ſeparation, as alſo, ſome general account of the 


our deſires that they may be helped to carry rightly 
under their preſent lot, Wc®. - e 

There was a propoſal by ſome, deſiring advice of the 
meeting what method to uſe at this time, to get the re- 
ſtitution of what was moſt injuriouſly taken from them 


by perſecutors; and payments of debts from theſe who 


refuſed to pay the ſume, in the time of perſecution, du- 
ring which ſpace neither had they freedom to go to the 
law to purſue therefore, nor ground to expect redreſs 
enge c er nhiunugr neg 
The Meeting perceiving that ſome was too bent to 
take redreſs of theſe wrongs raſhly at their own hand in 
doing whereof ſome diſorders might be committed, where- 
by the cauſe, their brethren, and themſelves would ſuf. 
fer reproach, for preventing whereof they they thought 
it expedient that ſuch perſons as were in the foreſaid 
caſes, ſhould not at their own hand take redreſs; ſeeing 
there were now ſome hopes of getting theſe, and other 


things redreſſed in a legal and orderly. manner. How- 


ever this was agreed to, that theſe who had been ſo 
wronged might go to their injuxers, or theſe who had 
debts owing to them, might go to their debtors, and in 
ſobriety nd civiliey ſeek reſtitution, and payment, which. 
if obtaingd it was well; but if refuſed, they might uſe 
more ſharpneſs, in telling them they would get-it from 
K bode nant 
e app tur INS 35 „ The 
+ This Letter is printed at length in the volume of Mr, Ren- 
wick's Leiters, Page 421. ln which it is obſervable that they 
apologize for the not coming of ſome of their minifters to them, 
whileza the mean time they were ſending Mr Houſtoun, and 
they had no more actual miniſters ſave Mr Linivg. They like- 
wiſe deny that Mr. Honftoun and they were ſeparate, yet it is 
certain that he ſhewed diſſatisfation with ſeverals of their new 
meaſures and managements, 0 probably che y feared more op» 
3 which made them willing to want bim, as they were 
hortly to renew the covenants, and to ſupplicate he Conven- 
tion of Eſta es, by which it appears that the majority were now 
Changiog their cd, and adopting ue w principles and practices. 


= 
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- The Meeting confidering that the prince of Orange 
being to indict the calling of a convention of eſtates, and 
that the election of Commiſſioners for ſhires and burghs 
was preſently to be ſet about, did find themſelves called 
for their own exoneration to do ſomewhat according to 
their ſtation and capacity to hinder the wrong chooſing 
of theſe Commiſſioners, in the ſhires where they lived; 
whereupon it was refolved that friends in every place of 
the country, lay out themſelves to ſpeak to theſe gen- 
tlemen (whom they could get accels unto) who bad a 


vote in the ſaid election, that fit and qualified perſons, 


well affected to the cauſe might be chofen.— Though 


chis refolutſon was not put in practice, yet the equivalent, 


if not a better, was done ; the occaſion of which was this. 
Some people in Leſmahagow, being deſirous to have 


the concurrence of our friends in that pariſh in repre- 


fenting grievances to the enſuing convention defired them 
to draw up a paper for the fame, and to employ. whom 


they pleaſed to write it, and they would join therewith : 


whereupon they ſent to-Mr. Shields (who was then in 
Cumnock,) to ſeek his advice therein. Ile and ſome 


others, did look upon it as expedient and very neceſ- 


fary in this juncture to give in a paper ſubſcribed, to 
the gentlemen who were to conveen at Lanerk for elec- 
ting of Commiſſioners for the Hire of Clydeſdale, deſir- 
ing them to make choice of men well affected to religi- 
on, and friends to the country, and fuch as in the time 
bygone were not actively ſeeking the ruin of both, Cc. 
The paper was written by 'Mr. Shields. And the man 
returned with a copy thereof to theſe who ſent him. 
They all agreed with. it, and got it ſubſcribed with very 
many hands. As alſo it was thought expedient that co- 
pies of ſaid paper ſhould be ſent through the ſhires 
where our friends dwelt, to the end that the ſame, or 
ke paper, might be agreed upon, and given in by each 
pariſh, ſubſcribed by as many hands as could be gotten, 
to the gentlemen meeting for electing Commiſſioners for 
the ſhire, as the convention of Eſtates, HE 
This accordingly was put in practice; for moſt part of 


all the pariſhes in the five Weſtern ſhizes, did agree u- 


pon the foreſaid or the Hike paper, which being ſubſcrib- 
ed with very many hands, who choſe two or three men 
in name of the reſt, to give in to the gentlemen. Who 
accordingly went and deliyered it to them. R 
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Tar time betwixt the laſt meeting and this was not 
long, the ſame being haftened upon theſe nts : 
That the Acknowledgment of ſins, and breaches of Co- 


venant, and Engagement to Duties, might be ſeen and 
conſidered, and copies thereof gotten, and that the day 


for the ſolemn renewing of the Covenants might be the 


more deliberately fixt on ; likewiſe, to conclude upon 


our grievances and addrefs, to be fent to the prince of 


Qrange.. The delay of either of, theſe, was not ot thought 
expedient. - 


In this interval, the country, AS before, was in an un- 


ſettled ſtate, as is ufuali in an interregnum Although 


the late tyrannical government was overturned, and the 
power and ſtrength of its adminiſtrators broken z yet a 
right and lawful government in its room, was not as yet 
ſet up, and conſtitutes Papiſts and malignants eontinu- 
ed ſtill in great fears, they having of late gotten ſuch à 
ſudden and unexpected Rroke, which had fo amazed and 
confounded them, that they had not as yet recovered and 


gathered their ſpirits: Mayy Curates were put from their 


kirks, ſo that in all the five Weſtert ſhires, ſcarce-one 
of them durft preach in a kirk. Severals of them went 
into Edinburgh for ſhelter : Where Prelate Paterſon and 
his brother Sir William, did inſtigate ſeverals of the col - 
lege of Juſtice to rife in arms, as was faid, to defend the 


City, but in effect to defend the Biſhops, and Curates 


againſt the Weſt country-men, whoſe coming they ex- 
pected, and of whom they were much afraid. 
Accordingly the writers did form themſelves into four 
companies under four captains; and continued muſtering 
and keeping guard, until they were diſbanded by a de- 
chration which the prince of Orange emitted, after he 
had accepted of the adminiſtration of affairs, which in this 
janct. are devolved upon him until the fitting of the con- 


vention of eſtates, by ſome noblemen, and gentlemen 


who met at St. James's, after his arrival there. 

This diſpanding made them a little to droop, and grow 
faint 5 who while they were in arms boaſted that they 
would defend their Biſhop s and Curates againſt the 
Mountain-men (ſo termed R the Societies) who in 
the mean tim? enjoyed great pee and quietneſs. 


AcconDING to the 2ppaintment of the laſt Mecting, 

+ Genera} Meeting did conveen at Crawford- Fobn, in 
ydeſdale, "OI oy * 40 of February, 1689. 
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After meeting was modelled and prayer SR 
the paper containing a memorial of our grievances-to 
the Prince of Orange, agreeed upon at the laſt; meet- 
ing to be drawn up, was preſented to the meeting and 
read, which 8 of its length, and the ſame being 
to be ſeen in a paper by itſelf, I here omit), «© When, it 
was read, they were enquired at, What they would do 
with i it ? who unanimouſly reſolved that the fame ſhould 
be ſent with an addreſs to the Prince, with all diligence, 

and ſome fit perſons choſen to go with the ſame. 
They appointed Kerfland and Mr. Alexander Shields, 
to gg with the addreſs and grievances, and Dr. Furd or 
James Wilſon to go with them. 

The Acknowledgment of Sins and Engagement to 
Duties (which was deſired by the laſt meeting to be 
drawn up) was read at this meeting, who declared their 
willingneſs to ſet about the renewing of the covenants. 
But that ſuch a great work might be the better gone a- 
bout, it was judged expedient and fit that copics of the 
Acknowledgment of Sins, &'c. ſhould be written and 
ſent to the Societies, to the end they might ſee and con- 
ſider the ſame more ſeriouſly before the renewing of 
the covenants. | 

Whereupon ſome copies were immediately written, 
and ſeveral ſocieties did ſee the ſame.— Eight or nine 
men who were choſen by the meeting, going aſide pri- 
vately, appointed the time and place of the renewing of 
the Covenants ; leſt being. too public it ſhould be oppol- 
ed, viz. at Borland-hill in the pariſh of Lifmabagow, up- 
on the 3d of March next. 

As the renewing of our covenants is 2 very great and 
ſolemn work, in doing whereof formerly much of the 
Lord's preſence and out-lettings of his Spirit was found 
and felt by his people; ſo at this time it was done in as 

ublic and ſolemn a manner as the preſent circumſtances 
would admit of, and ſomewhat of the Lord's preſence 
and countenance was experienced by ſeverals there pre- 
ſent.— A ſhort account of the management of that work 
I ſhall here give : 


re Saturday, March 2d, (the ts was very 
| tempeſtuous, whereby ſeverals were ſtopt from coming) 
Mr. Shields lectured a little upon Deut. xxix. 1. G. 
in the Kirk of Li i/mahagow, but it could not contain the 
3 Wherelo ore 10 came aut to à place * far 

om 


their fathers, ein 
he ſhewed the people ſeveral of the ſteps of defection 
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from the Miltoun, where a tent being ſet up before, Mr. 
Shields continued in his lecture, and then preached. — 
His text was Deut. xxix. 25. Then men ſhall ſay Ber 
cauſe they e the covenant | of the; Lord Gad of 

&c. When ſermon was ended, (wherein 


this land was guilty of, and how they had forſaken and 
broken our covenants, and turned away from following 


the Lord) he began to read the Atknowledgment. of 
Sins, Oc. and continued until night coming on, ſtopt 


him. 


the meeting conveened at Borland-hill, about à mile 


and an half from the kirk, where was a great multitude | | 
of people. Mr. William Boyd preached firſt upon Jer. 


I. 5. Then Mr, Thomas Lining upon —— —. 


When Mr. Lining ended his ſermon, ſeveral perſons . 


(whoſe names were given up before in a paper, and the 
defections and ſcandals by themſelves they were guilty 


of, and willing to acknowledge publicly; ſuch as, hear- 


ing curates, paying of the Ceſs, and taking the oath of 
Abjuration, &9*c,)as they were called upon by him roſe 
up, and before the congregation they. ſhewed their ſor- 
row and grief for theſe fins; To whom he had a diſcourſe 


ſhewing the heinquſneſs of the ſame. Likewiſe ſome in 


the ſame manner manifeſted their grief for being gull 
of extremes on the right hand in going a great length wit 


py 4 


that impoſtor John Gib. To whom, alſo Mr. Lining 


ſhewed the ſeveral aggravations that were in that ſin and 
ſcandal: Yea, ſeveral perſons whoſe names were not 


given up, roſe of their own accord, and acknowledged 


their being guilty of ſeveral ſteps of defeRion; and Tome 


confeſſed their being guilty of perſonal ſcandals, as theft, 
Wc. And more would have done the like if they had 


been ſuffered ; but time would not allow thereof. 
This being done, Mr. Lining read before, the congre- 


gation the Acknowledgment of Sins, and Engagement 
to Duties, and next the Covenants National and So- 
lemn League, which were fairly written at length, with 

ſome alterations which the circumſtance of the times of 


ceſſity called for, ſuch as, when they mention the 


5 Tag, in place thereof is put the Civil Magiſtrate. Then 
after debarring all from holding up their hand, in ſwear- 
iog the covenants, who had not made conſcience of mour- 

ning before God for all the breaches, thereof, and 2 
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Upon the morrow, being the Lord's day, March 3d, | 
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all their fins and c fections, the bath was adminiſtrat- 
ed by birgfaud taken by many in the meeting with bands 


After wis, the Meeting was diſmiſſed. At night, 
Mr. Shields exereiſed wpon — — —, in the Kirk of 
Lifmahagow, where (after he had done) the covenants 
were fubſcribed by ſeveral hands 
Our miniſters had laid down reſolutions of renewing 
the covenants in other places of the country than at this - 

place and time above-mentioned ; but they got not the 
{ame put in practice; for they coming into Edinburgh 
at the down<fitting of the Convention of Eſtates, and ſe- 
veral gccurrences falling in, (of which that time was fer- 
tile) a ſtop was put thereto, and they diverted from ſet- 
ting about that great work. 

But to return ; the General Meeting that night par- 
ted, with a reſolution to meet the day following. Ac- 
cordingly upon the morrow, February 14th, tliey con- 

| vecned 2g2in, and concluded r theſe things . 


ing 
„It was NOYES! chen 2 Letter ſhoutd be written 
an {Ent to Mr. Robert Hamilton, giving himan account 
of our affairs, and excuſing our being ſo long in writ- 
ing to him; and alſo to acquaint him that we would be 
d of his company among us, yet not knowing what 
-work he might be called to abroad, which might be for 
advantage to the cauſe, we could not deſire him poſi- 
tively to come home, but leave it to himſelf as he thought 


it his duty. 
This Letter was written and 1 * to Nr. Hamilton 3 j 
the tenor whereof followeth: 8 


Te the hononrable Mr.. Robert Hamilton, 
C nacher. Jil, e 40, 1689. 


| 

| 

' 1 

E ſhall not much apologize for our * forbea- 
2 


Ricks Hononrable Sir, 

bearance to write to you, but rataer take with a 

fault 
This roll is ſubſeribed only "IP one miniſter {or Lining) ö 
and the two probationars (Meſſ.s. Shields and Boyd) an ie t 
#5 elders, and eighty nine private mea; as many were diffarich- t. 

ed. Thele things in the margio ia the printed copy are ingcoſ- 
ſed into the body of the roll. Mr. Shields in public ſaid, From u 


is (Cay ſha!l be dated either our " reforlnation or deformation. | 
' Which of the two lollawed, * de _ with the reader to Þ 


* Jcage, 


fault in the fame : However, as we may ſay;/it is not 
the want of affection to you which hath hindered ; ſo, 
ſince the lait time we wrote, many reeling; and confu- 
ſions have vecurred, and our thare thereof hath notbeen 
the leaſt, which oftentimes proved diverting from ſo ne- 
ceſſary a duty. We acknowledge indeed, we are many 
ways obliged to you, and among other things, for lay- 
ing yourſelf ſo much for procuring the ordination of Mr. 
Thomas Lining at Embien now preaching the goſpel a- 
mong us, we hope, with ſaccets, to the praiſe of the 
riches of free grace. But, as oft-times we are remiſs 


in giving fignifications of our thanks to them who wer | 
deſerve the ſame, eſpecially to you; and when given., 
they are inſignificant; fo we hope, though you. W- 


this from us, it will not, demur you from laying out 


yourſelf further in your ſtation for propagating the tef-" 4 
timony of Chriſt, nor make you repent of what you have: - 


done already, for which you will not want a reward. 
Knowing you will be defirons to know how matters 
have.gone here theſe few monghs bygone, 'we ſhall brief- 
ly relate only {ome of the molt memorable paſſages which 
have.come to pals in and about this wonderful Revolu- 
tion, eſpecially thoſe things wherein we are more nearly 
concerned. Lo give a full and particular acrount of all 


the reelings and overturnings' which have been brought” 


about this little while bhygone, would ſo far exceed the 
bounds of a letter, that it might fill a volume. How- 

ever, by what is here given, you may ſee much of the 
Lord's mercies towards this poor land, in his ſtately 
ſteps of providence. Many, wonderful and ſtrange are 


the revolutions theſe few months have produced, wliere- 


at we ſtand aſtoniſhed, and adore the Lord's hoty and 
infinite ſovereignty in his way of working in and among 
the children of men; the, Lord hath put a new ſong in 
our mouth, bu talas! we cannot fing it. He hath in a 
way very. wonderful, difappointed the fears of his peo- | 
ple and hopes of his enemies, when they were ready to 
ſpring their mines and accompliſh their long intended 
and wicked enterprizes ; behold, on a ſudden their de- 
ſigns are cruſhed, and themfelves taken in the pit which 
they were digging for others, and they were enſnared in 

the work of their own hands. 5 8 
In September laſt, ſome ſoldiers got ſecret orders to go 
throngh the five weſtern {hires and take from the peo- 
ple all their arms ; which was obeyed: Whereby the 
** country 


/ 
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Duountry being diſar med, wereunfit to defend themſelves 


againſt the aſſaults of bloody Papiſts; but ſince, they 
ars generally better provided than before. | 


About this time there were courts of inquiſition to be - 


kept in the Weſt, and ſome of them begun, wherein 


ſome profeſſing lairds were to have a hand, in order to 
the finding out of thoſe who had a hand in reſcuing Mr. 
Hauftoun, and about going to field- meetings; which if 


they had gone on would have tended much to our bon- 
dage. But the news of the coming of the Dutch put a 


ſtop to this threatened ſtorm ; whereby, and by the ſol- 


diers going to England, we got a little reſpite. In this 
juncture, when nothing but wars were expected, we 
thought. it duty to deliberate upon what was called for 
at our hands. Whereupon, aff 
and conſideration, we reſolved not to ly bye, but to act 
againſt the common enemy, yet in a diſtinct 
others with whom we could not aſſociate. 
But when nothing was looked for but wars and confu- 
fians, behold, in 2 way very ſtrange, all turned to ru- 
of peace. The Lord who. is terrible to the kings 
of the earth and cuts off the ſpirits of princes, made the 
ant to tumble off his throne and run for it, and his 
army to deſert him; whereby an eminent teſtimony was 
given againſt that abſolute power arrogated by that poor 
mortal man. Likewiſe there was a teſtimony given a- 
gainſt, and a daſh unto Popery, yea more than had been 
for ſeveral years before: Many monuments of idolatry 
were deſtroyed, and ſeverals of them burnt in public pla- 
ces, in doing whereof ſeverals of our number were ac- 
tive; the heads, hands and quarters of our martyrs were 
taken down and buried, and priſoners for truth ſet at li- 


When this was going on, there was a report ſpread 
through the country of the 1i/hes being at Kirkudbright, 
and raiding fire and ſword, which proved ſo alarming, 
that in a few days many hundreds were in arms in the 
weſt, eſpecially many of our number appeared : But the 
report proving falſe, moſt part of us diſmiſſed. How- 
ever, a party of us ſtood together ſame days in arms, and 
coming to Douglas emitted a declaration (which is here 
ſeat) for their own vindication, and to make the inten- 
tion of their appearance known to the world. After 
this many of the curates were put from the kirks; 10 
that at this time there are few of them preaching 1 - 

| * oo weſt. 
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| veſt.» Theſe things; as they were ſtrange, ſutprizing- 
and aſtoniſhing; and much of the Lord's wiſdom, pow- - 
er, Mercy and faithfulneſs to be ſeen and obſerved in » 
them ; ſo they call aloud fot great fruitfulneſs and thank- 
falneſs at our hands: But alas, our \ſhort-coming -in 
this may make us afraid that we provoke the Lord to 
change his way of dealing with us, and to manifeſt his 
anger againſt us, as he hath of late ſhown his mercy to- 
wards us. ic 5. eee 12 
here is one thing, worthy Sir, which oftentimes 
we know not to determine about, which is, concerning 
your homes coming. When we conſider how deſir- 
able your company would be to many here, and alſo 
your own deſire to come home, we would: gladly 
comply with it: But. again, when we call to mind your 
uſefulneſs abroad, wherein the Lord hath helped and 
honoured vou above others to lay out yourſelf for the ad- 
vantage and comfort of his followers ; and not knowing 
what larger door of acceſs may be opened for you to be 
uſeful there, we dare not be poſitive in our deſire to 
you to come home: ſo we leave it wholly to yourſelf to 
be determined as the Lord ſhall direct you: heartily 
wiſhing that wherever you are the Lord may be with 
you, leading and guiding, protecting and preſerving, 
comforting and encouraging you. We earneſtly deſire 
vou would refreſh us with a line, giving us an account 
of the Lord's care of, and Kindneſs to you theſe months 
paſt, We remain, 1 e | . 


Dur aſſectionate friends. and well. wiſberr, 
- Subſcribed in the name, and at the: deſire of our Ge- xv 


L Wir rr ber The | - - MICHAEL SHIELDS. 

adi, It was concluded that Michael Shields and A- 1 
lexander Waddel ſhould go to Edinburgh to wait upon 

e what news might occur, that if neceflity required, upon 

F any ſpecial occurrence, they might appoint a General 

4 Meeting, and give notice thereof to the Societies. | 
6 . Monday, — — 4th, being the day after our cove- 


* nants were renewed, ſome men (from every ſhire where 
er our ſocieties were) having been at the preaching the 
ſo day befare, and ſtaying all night, did this day meet to- 
© ether to conſult and deliberate upon what was their du- 
& Si; Cece , — 
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ty in this juncture, eſpecially what they would be called 
to in the time of the convention, which was to fit down 
in a little time, — An account of what was at this time 


concluded, with what hath followed thereupon, I fall 


here impartially give. "* 

The foreſaid men being-conveened, where were alſo 
prefent Meſſrs. Lining, Shields and Boyd. 
It was concluded that 30 l. ſterl. thould be given to 
the three men who were to go to the prince of Orange 
with the foreſaid addreſs, which ſum was prefently to 
be borrowed, and afterward to be collected in the ſocie- 
ties and paid again. But the collecting of the ſame was 
not to begin, or the intent thereof to be uttered, (leſt 
the diſcovering of it ſhould mar it) untit it be heard the 
three men were arrived at London. * Ke 
As it was the deſire of the focieties (as is evident from 
the foreſaid reſolution) to have the addreſs and memo- 
rial of grievances to the Prince of Orange diſpatched 
with diligence and expedition, which, if it had been 
done, would have contributed to the clearing them of 
'fome doubts and debates they have fallen into fince, 
ſeeing thereby opportunity would have been had to have 
remonſtrated and repreſented our caufe and cafe, and of 


making an offer of our allegiance upon good terms and 


conditions to him; and however it had been taken and 
accepted, we would have known more of his mind and 
affection toward our cauſe and ourfelves than now we do, 
at leſt we would have diſcharged our duty in that mat- 
ter: So the ſame was not laid aſide intentionally or out 
er any evil defign, but the very oecaſion of it was this : 
When we ſending of the addreſs, Sc. was concluded 
on, the perions pitched upon to go with the fame, ſome 
of them (wz. Mr. Shields) coald not be wanted till at- 
ter the renewing of the covenants, and all of them defir- 
ed not to go until the firft day of that ſolemn work was 
er; and though they ſtaid till that work was done, 
yet they were not ready. When the meeting of Eſtates 
Jat down, at which time our miniſters and others com- 
ing to Edinburgh, where they ſtaid until after the mid- 
dle of April, dus ing which time many ſtrange providen- 


ces occurred, which afforded matter of wonder, talk. 


and work, wherewich they were ſo much taken vp, that 
the ſending of the zddre's and grievances was much 
neglected, and when the ſame was minded, they knew 
not well what to do therein: So that time and _ 
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paſting over, the Prince was proclaimed King; after 
which the doing thereof became doubtful to ſome, yet 
others, notwithſtanding, were deſirous that the ſame 


might be ſet about for the ſame reaſons that moved them 


at firſt to agree therewith : But ſtill new things oc- 
curring, (which produced matter of new. thoughts, re- 

ſolutions and actings) that buſineſs was laid aſide. 
Upon the forelaid day, It was concluded that ten 
men ſhall be ſent from the five weſtern ſhires, via. two 
from each of them in the name of our focieties in that 
bounds, and that ſocieties in other ſhires might ſend alſo 
{ome to Edinburgh, where they were to ſtay in the time 
of the ſitting of the Convention of Eſtates, for conſulting - 
and deliberating what was to be called for at their hands 


in emergencies that might fall out: And that they 
_ vereito appoint General Meetings if neceſſity required, 


or rendezyouze in caſe. of imminent danger, and to ac- 
uaint friends in the country, with the ſame z as alſo to 
ſubſcribe with others in the name of the ſocieties they 
came from, any papers which might be thought for the 
— of the cauſe, to be given to the convention of 
ates, k ES | : 1 | +/+ 
The names of the men agreed upon at this time for 
each ſhire, are as follow, viz, For the ſocieties. in the 
oyerward of-Clididale, Patrick Walker; for theſe in the 


neitherward, John Muir; in name of theſe in Renfrew, 


James Caldwel and William Young ; in name of theſe 
inthe ſhire of Air; Andrew Rofs and David Gemmil ; 
in name of theſe in Nithſdale, John Mathieſon and Ro- 


bert Wilſon in name of theſe in Galloway, Earlſtoun, 


or. elſe William Stuart and John Clark; in the name fo 
pf theſe in Teviotdale and EHkdale, Ninian Oliphanit. _, 


Theſe men above-named were made choice of, with 


this proviſion, If the ſocieties did not agree therewith, 
thex might ſend others more fit. 4 Y 2 
Although what hath been the reſult of, and followed 

upon this reſolution hath occaſioned much matter of de- 
bate and perplexity to the United Societies; yet the 
taing itſelf, in its deſign if it had been rightly managed, 
might have conduced to the advantage of the cauſe.— 
However a brief aceount of what hath been the reſult of 
it, I ſhall here ingenuouſly give. 8 
According to the concluſion above- related, the men 

agreed upon to be ſent from the ſeveral ſhires in the name 
of the ſocieties in each of them, as alſo our miniſters, 
| eit camo 
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came into Edinburgh, the day before the down-fitting 


_ of the meeting of the Eſtates, and many others of the 
dcieties came in alſo; the occaſion of which was this; 


Notice was ſent to ſeveral places of the country by ſome 
perſons in Edinburgh, that the malignants intended to 
do ſome miſchief to the meeting of Eſtates the firſt day 
of their fitting, at leaſt to Finder their meeting there- 


fare defired all concerned to come i in in e to prevent 
| the ſame. | | 


This coming to che ears of emal in the ſocieties, 
moved them to come in, leſt if they had refufed the ma- 
lignants might have been emboldened to put their wic- 
ked projects in execution, and any deſigning honeſtly in 


the meeting of Eſtates diſcouraged. -- 


Albeit what was done by them at this time, was, and 
is condemned by many, becauſe it was a guarding 
of thoſe men who had been bloody murderers and 
violent' perfecutors, (many of ſuch being members of 
the Convention of Eſtates) and the ſame was the firſt 
Kep of our engaging and aſſociating with malignants, 
and tampering with them, -wherein we have -gone fur- 
ther on fince : Yet it is acknowledged by many, that 


what they did then was good ſervice to the nation, for 
if they had not come, the meeting of Eſtates, would not 


have ſitten at that time, and may be not at all; and if 
fo, that which they did in declaring K. James to have 
forfeited his right to the crown, and abolithing of Pre- 
_ might not have been done yet. 

me of them did ſtay a while in the city, being em- 


ployed in helping to keep guard and caft up trenches a- 


gainſt the caſtle, (which at this time ſtood out) and 0- 


thers of them ſtaid longer, and kept watch every night 
min a room of the houſe where the Earl of Crawford, Lord 
Cardroſs, and Sir Patrick Hume of - Pohwart lodged, 


to hinder any from aſſaſſinating them, which was fear- 
ed then. * 
But to return: The men who went to Edinburgh in 


the name of the Societies (as was related above) did of- 
ten meet to deliberate what they were called to at this 


time; what was by them agreed unto (of greateſt con- 


ſequence) ; I ſhall here give an account of. 


It was propoſed by ſome, that a proteſtation mould be 
drawn up and given to the Meeting of Eſtates againſt 


their admitting ſuch as conſtituent members, who were 


l to lit there as bangs men perjured, ny” 
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been ly acceſſory to, and active in carrying on the 
late — edt ag and ſhedders of our brethren's blood. 
This (they ſaid) thould be the firſt thing we ſhould do : 
in reference to the Meeting of Eſtates, - on be 
Againſt this it was alledged by ſome, that this Te not 
the time far ſuch a proteſtatipn, ſeeing, though ſuch men 

ought not to be there, yet to proteſt againſt it, might. 

irritate others of the meeting nat fo guilty, and put a 

| ſtop to the getting acceſs of any of our papers rm 
So it was laid aſide. | 
After the Meeting of Eſtates had 8 | 
raiſing the Fencible-men and the Militia, in caſe of 
foreign invaſion, or inteſtine commotions, it was propo- 
ſed what the Societies up and down the country thould 

do in this caſe. This being deliberated upon, advice 
was ſent to them to be oft rengevouzing, and bo $704 
to appear in caſe of danger, 
At this time fell in debates concerning Ginful afſoelar 
tion (which have been ſa much toſſed ſince) occaſioned 
by our ſerupling to come under the. command and con- 
duct of gentlemen (many of whom. had been our peric- 
cutors not long ſince) who would be appainted officers 
over the Fencible-men in the country, not thinking it 
ſafe to entruſt theſe to be our leaders: Some of w 
having formerly given evidences of their treachery, a1 
enmity againſt the Lord's eauſe and people. 
It was alſo propoſed by ſome, that a paper — be 
drawn up, and given to the Meeting of Eſtates, contain- 


1- ing. briefly, ſome of the material grounds af our difown- 
a ing the late tyrannical govexnment,—and from a deſire 
o- to have rightful and lawful government eſtabliſhed, hum- 
ht bly to crave, that after they had declared the crown va- 


rd cant, they might make ghoice-of the Prince of Orange 
d, to be King, and devolve the regal authority upon him, 


u- with, and upon ſuch conditions and proviſions as reli. 
gion and liberty might be ſecured ; intending hereby, 
in as upon the one hand to get opportunity. of ſhewing our 
of- minds freely to the Meeting of Eſtates (knowing that 
his they intended to make the prince king) what were the 
on- conditions, for ſecurity of our religion, laws and liber- 


ties we deſired they ſhould, and ought to ſeek, and get 


be of him to whom the regal power was to be given: 80 to 
inſt evidence to the world, that though we are againſt tyran- 
rere ny and tyrants, yet we are for magiſtracy and magiſtrates 
hal WF when they are duly conſtituted and appointed: And that 


we 
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der and r | ! 
After deliberation concerning this propefaty: it was 
reſolved that this paper ſhould be drawn up: Which ac- 
| ly was done, by way of petition to the Convention 
of Eſtates. It was agreed unto and ſubſcribed by moſt 
of the Meeting (and ſeveral others who were at the time 
in the town). But ſome diſſented from, and would not 
condeſcend unto it, ſaying, if we owned the prince as 
| ſuch, it behoved not ta he by eléction, ſeeing he was a 
ranger; and could not be deſired to take our covenants, 
However, when it was preſented ro ſome of the Meet. 
ng of Eſtates in private, they objected againſt it as need- 
leſs, feeing they were about to do what we deſired there- 
in: And if it were given in, the mentioning of the co - 
venante, and its ſtrictneſs would anger the malignant 
party of the Meeting of Eſtates, and it might tend to the 
dividing of them. 80 it was not given in, Let ſeveral 
of the members thereot, and others did ſee it. 
About this time it was thought on, and ſpoken unto 
among ſome perſons, that in this Juncture of affairs, 
here religion, liberty, country, and all was in great 
danger, for defending all theſe, that an offer might be 
made to the Prince of Orange (whom they expected 
would be King) of raiſing a regiment of qur friends, and 
lord Angus to be colonel, upon good conditions, which 
were to be ſought and obtained, before enguging in the 
ſervice, ſuppoſing that both theſe who would be in the 
regiment, and theſe at home, might be in the better ca- 
pacity to repreſent our cauſe, (for adhering to which we 
had been ſuffering) and remonſtrate our grievances, and 
ſeek redreſs of the ſame ; but ſeeing there was no con- 
cluſion laid down of proſecuting the buſineſs, it was ex- 
pected the ſame ſhould not have gone abroad. However 
it coming to the knowledge of the laird of Blaic uod, 
he made an offer to the Meeting of Eſtates (after they 
had reſolved upon ſome regiments of foot, and ſome 
troops of horſe, in place of the Militia) of raiſing a re- 
giment of Welt country men under lord Angus as cclo« 
nel, and William Cleland as lieutenant colonel. Which 
was granted, and the regiment was to conſiſt of two bat- 
tallions, that is twenty companies. 
After this offer was made, Blaickwood and captain 
# Cleland came to Mr. Shields and acquainted him with 


What they” had done * till they told him, knew no- 


wa 
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thing of it it, en ſome blamed him for having & band 
therein) deſiring him to acquaint friends in the-coun- 
try thereof, without delay, for they had profnifed to 
raiſe the regiment in fourteen days. Whereupon Mr. 
Shields ſhewed this to friends that were at Rdinburgh at 
the time, who meeting together, after ſome deliberati- 
on; it was thought expedient ſeeing the thing was ſome- 

what extraordinary, that it was requitite a General Meer- 
ing of our friends ſhould be appointed, who might de- 
man confider what to do therein. 
So it was concluded that the meeting ſhould- be at | 
Dog ing upon the agth of April next, and tho —_ to 
be ſignitied to the Societies . | 
coat att © 0 

Have beisdy giver any account of the relalutons 
fallen upon at the meeting bich met at Liſmahagow, 
the next day after the fenewing our covenants, with 


what hath followed thereupon, I "hall next {et down the 


Cauſes of two Faſts, as they were drawn up at thy: time 
dy our miniſters, Ye obſerved by the Soczetics. 


Ir is earneftly defired that Thurſday, the 1h i in- 
Rane be obſerved as a day of prayer and ſupplication, to 
cry mightily to God, that as he hath put it in our hearts 
ta adventure upon the renewing of our Solemn Nations 


al Covenants; ſo he may give us grace to know what we 


have vowed, and to perform, and walk ſuitably accord- 
ing to our engagements: And that others differing from 
us, yet profeſſing and owning the obligation of the co- 
venants, may be ſtirred up to renew the ſame-alfo, and 
join with us in acknowledging the breaches, and engage 
again unto the duties thereof, that ſo an union in the 
Lord, on terms of truth and: duty, and returning to 
him, may be obtained; and the unh diviſions on 
the one hand may be compoſed and cared, and on the 
othes hand, all unholy confpiracy in defe&tion; wrong- 
ing the zeſtimony of Chriſt may be prevented: And to 


beſeechethe Lord that he would To over-rule the preſent 


changes of providence, and particularly the bufineſs of 
this great convention of Eſtates, that the covenanted 
reformation may be revived, and re- eſtabliſned, the go- 
vernment of the ſtate be ſet upon a rightecus foundation, 
yranny :. and the _— 
ment of the church reſtor according to the Lord's 
n delivering us from the yoke of prelacy, — 
ſupre- 
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ſupremacy; and all decent . Hovatioris, 
or men's inventions. 

I is alſo earneſtly deſired that the firſt day of May, 
de kept as a day of prayer and ſupplication, that the Lord 
may break the combinations, contrivances, and plots of 
the popiſh, prelatical, and malignant faction, againſt the 
work and people of God, deliver us from their rage, and 
particularly reſcue and fave onr diſtreſſed brethren in 
Keland from their devouring ſword: br: 


Tux interval bet wixt the laſt eee ad 
this, was productive. of wonders, which as they were 

ſtrange; ſo they had different effects upon perſons, ac- 
cording as they were affected, or diſaffected to the ſame: 
Amongſt other things theſe are very obſervablez 

, That any of the Societies (who not long ſince 
were killed all day long, and counted as ſheep for the 
fanghter) ſhould not onle get liberty, but be invited to 
appear in arms in the chief city of the kingdom as ma- 
ny of them did, at the downſitting of the Convention of 
| Eſtates. But ſome did not approve thereof. ' ; 
ay, A few months ago Prelacy was arrived at the 
greateſt height of arrogancy and pride: Behold it thrown 


down from the top of its grandeur, even by theſe who 


had formerly contributed to the ſetting, and keeping it 
up: It was not only wearied of, and hated by the ge- 
nerality of people, as a burden and yoke they could not 
endure, which was manifeſted by the concurrence of 
many, to thruſt out theſe intruding hirelings the Cu. 
rates from the kirks : But alſo it was aboliſhed (or laid 
aſide) by an act of the ſupreme judicatory of the mation, 
as a grievance to the ſtate. 

34%, This is alſo remarkable that the Metting of E- 
ſta tes having by an act declared K. James to have forfeit- 
ed his right to the crown, gave the ſame reaſons for it, 
that the United Societies formerly had given, aud for 
which they proteſted againſt his inſtalment: And tho 
for this, they were much condemned, reproached, and 

perſecuted; yet they are juſtified and vindicated in this 
matter, by this act of theſe men, moſt part of whom, 
not only owned K. James's authority, but condemned 
theſe who diſowned it, as guilty of death. But altho' 
-thefe things are much to be obſerved with thankfulneſs 
and acknowledged with praife, in bringing of 2” 
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paſs, the þord's hand was eminently ſeen: £2 theres 
were other things which x d a little embitter or counter . 
balance them. For at that time there were great feats * 5 


an invaſion from Ireland, by K. James atzd his 'bloe 
throat late the Irifhes,—aZd alſo of inteſtine inſyr * 


rections to be, raiſed by bloody Claverhonſe (ho 15 | 


left the Meeting of Eitatcs) and other ralighants, papiſts 
end enemies to God, and their country: Upon a account 
which the Meeting of Eſtates refolved upon 


ing b been made of raifing a regiment of Welt country- 


men, particularly by the Bird of Blackwood, the offer 
was actepted, and a commiſſion granted to raife the 


ſame, "which was to-conſiſt of twenty cotnpabies of theſe 
men who had been forinerly perſetuted t. | 
* After ſome of our friends, who' continued in Fai. 


bitghz were acquainted with this; they appointed'a Ge⸗ | 


neral Meeting to meet at Dovglas u the 29t of As 


ril, to conſider upon this NY atcordingly 
id £onveens © Sh 


Uport the 28th day, of April, being the Lord gay; P 


theres Was a field⸗metting betide the town, whereiwas a 
great multitude of peogl, to whom Meſſrs . * 


e «1 - * 


eon April 49th, the Ganetal i Mei did conveen 
in the kirk of Dinighas.2— Reer the ſame was modelled, 

This queſtion was enquired it them, viz: Whether in 
this juncture, when there were great fears of an invaſion 
from Ireland, and of inteſtine wars in the land, it w 

neceifary duey to raiſe a regiment of our friends, bor de | 
fence bf religion, the country, and onrſelèes. F-. 

After ſome diſcourſe upoù this, every one afſented to 
this, that the country was Hke to be in great danger, and 
that it was very expedient to have men modelled. 

But ſome ſaid th at to have a regiment, of our friends 
under pay, would be a finful afloclation, ſeeing ther 
were in the army, in. ny malignants, men of blood, an 
murderers of our brethren, with whom our M bes 
hoved to fit in councils of war, and to fight all under 
one general, viz. M Kay, whom they knew not, nor 
what he was for, or againſt: alſo againſt him there were 
ſome objections. 


To this it was anſwered, that it would not be 2 fn ful 


alſoc iat ion, but enly necefi itous, and diſcretive, which 


D d d the 


. - x 
regiments of foot (as is related before) and an offer haiv-' 
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_ the danger of time called for at their hands, they being 
as much, H not more, than any others, called to defend 
religion, and their conntry, and though there were wic- 
ked men in the council of. war, yet our officers having 


* 


right to be there as well as others, might further good 
defigns, and hinder evil; and if they could not get that 
done, yet they had liberty to proteſt- 


Alter ſome jangling debates it was at length reſolved. 
to put this queſtion to a vote, and every one's mind par- 
ticularly enquired, viz.. Whether or not at this time it 
was a ſinful affeciation for one regiment to be in an army, 
while there were many officers malignant and bloody 
men, and al! under one general? The moſt part of the 
votes went in the affirmative, that it was a ſinful aſſo- 
ciation. Before the votes were fully gotten, but eſpeci- 
ally when the fame was done, there was great confuſion 
in the Meeting: To compoſe which, there was a paper 
- preſented and read, containing ſome propoſals to the 
tenant colonel, which when they had heard quieted 
ooo 
The ſum of the paper was as follows. 4 


P * 


70 the Right Honourable the Lieutenant Colonel, and the 
reſt of the ſuperior Officers of the Earl of Angus's Regi- 
mem. — The humble Propofals of ſome Honeſt People in 


tbe Weftern Shires, To whom it is offered to take on in, 


and make up that Regiment. 


— 


FE cannot acquit ourſelves in the duties we owe 
8 to God, to our country, to our brethren, and 
to our poſterity; as we are obliged by the laws of God, 
of man, and by our national covenant, if we do not of 


* 


It is here to be obſerved that their miniſters were among the 
chief drivers of this affair, and what they could not do by preach- 
. 1og and arguing, they now endeavour to effect by ſubtilty ; they 
had endeavoured the day before vigorouſſy to excne them to it, 
and eſpecially Mr. Shields, who at that time, preached ſeveral 
days upon Judges v. 23. Curſẽ ye Meroz,——becaufe they can: 
not to the help of the Lord, —againft the mighty. Crying out, 
Come, let us go and pull down the gates of Rome And be 
being in greater reſpe& with many, upon the account of his 
former zeal and faithfalneſs, had power influence to induce ma- 
ny to engage, who afterward, to their dying day repented ther?- 
of : — e himſelf relates in his Journals,) when they were in 
Flanders, ſome of them curſed him to his face, for che hand be 
had in inducing them to the ſervice. 


. 
, 
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fer our concurrence, in the preſent call of providence, 
to aſſiſt in the defence of the common cauſe unt the 
common enemies. But fearing the ſnares and hazard of 
the fin and puni of unlawful affociations with thoſe 
who have demeaned themſelves as enemies to the cauſe 
of God, and that ſame intereſt they are now profeſſing 
to eſpouſe; And we reſolving through grace to adhere 
to that ſame cauſe in fighting, as we have done in ſuffer- 
ing. And not to forget or forgo our teſtimony againſt 
the wrongs it hath received from any hand. We hum- 
bly defire to be fatisfied in theſe propoſals, ere we can 
age under your conduct. n 


0 — 


Fig, That all our officers ſuperior and inferior be 


% 
* 


ſuch as we can in conſcience and prudence confidently 
ſubmit unto, and follow. Such as have not ſerved the 
enemy, nor perſecuted and oppoſed the cauſe, nor eu- 
gaged by the Declaration, Jett, or pther ſinful oaths + 
and bonds to oppoſe and ſuppreſs the cauſe we fight for: 
But have given proof of their fidelity, integrity, and 
good affection to the Covenanted Reformation, and are 
willing to renew the covenant engagement, when duly, 


and ſeaſonably called thereunto. al. 
Secondly, Or at leaſt if ſuch a number of officers can- 
not be found, that are free of ſuch offences, that ſuch 
as are admitted wha are chargeable with leſſer degrees of 
foreſaid offences, and compliances, make public acknow- 
ledgment on the head of the regiment, of their ſenſe of 
b theſe fins and ſcandals, and engage to ſubmit to the 
cenſures of the church. r 


. Thirdly, That theſe officers, ſo qualified, may. not 
1 take up nor bring in men, any that will take on of their 
own choice, or by appointment of the general officers, 
7 at this levy: But that at the firſt rendevouz, the com- 
py panies that we ſhall confplete may have captains, and 
inferior officers ſet over them ſuch as they chooſe 
he or conſent to and approve. | 


* 


Fourthly, That the officers we have already choſen be 
either continued in their places if capable, or admitted 
to ſuch places as they are capable of, and none obtruded 
on us, as uncapable and unfit, without our conſent. 

_ Fifthly, That particularly, it may be granted us, to 
chooſe the laird of Carloups, and the laird of Kerſſand, 

or en 2 be admitted for aid- major. 
Sixthly, That while in the country, we may have li- 
berty to chooſe our own miniſters, and if we ſhould be 
* | K called 
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called out of the country, that we may have the choice 
„ "Sevenithly; That we be not obliged to go out of the 
three ns, nor out of Scotland except upon ur- 
gent neceſſity of preſent ſervicte . 
ibi, That we may Rave liberty to refirefent and 
remonſtrate our grievances ſuſtained theſe years bygone 
and impeach according to law and juſtice the chief in- 
Kruments and abettors thereof, in church, ſtate, army, 
JJ T 4 
Aſter reading of this paper, ſome of the Meeting ſaid 
if theſe propoſals were granted they could not ſay much 
againſt the raiſing of a regiment, . 


- Uron the morrow April goth, the General Meet- 
ing conveened again in the Kirk, to whom were read a- 
gain the propoſal above written; when it was reſolved 
dy them that the lieutenant colonel ſhquld come in, that 
after hearing of it, they might know what he would ſay 
to it;: which-@tcordingly he did; and after hearing of 
It, he anſwered that there were ſome of them not in his 
power to grant, but belonged to the King, and Meeting 
of Eſtates. And forme were in his power, as theſe re. 
lating to the putting in of officers in the regiment, and 
ſaid he would put none in againſt whom we had juſt cx- 
cept ions. n | | 
But he going ovt again, and the Meeting not getting 
ſatisfaction for granting of their propoſals. They fell a- 
gain into confuſions, and diviſions, ſome heing tor raiſ- 
Ing of the regiment preſently, upon good conditions, 
others requiring time to conſider and adviſe with their 
Societies, ſeeing the bu ãneſs was of no ſmall importance. 
| © *To this it was anſwered, though time to deliberate there- 
von was to be deſired, yet in this caſe it could not be al- 
lowed, ſeeing they knew not how ſoon the land might 
a be invaded by the bloody Iriſhes ; and before that, it 
were neceſſary that the regiment were taught the diſcip- 
line of war. . | 


About this time ſome came into the. kirk, and told 
that news was come to the caſtle, that the Iriſhes pwere 
landed, and the Highlanders were in arms. This, as 
. ſome ſuppoſed at*the time, was not true (as afterward it 
proved) but only was made uſe of to ſtir up the people 

the more to engage in the regiment, | A, 
"OO | & 
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Altered in the compaties in iti tba vers defied ts 

15. the Holm befide the water, and to dratr up before 

Mr. Buntine the gerlerat muſter-taſter, that Re 
report that he ſaw them in arms, and they Higuld it 
be hereby any further engaged, - 
Some were for the c ene drawing up; and others 
were againſt it. As ſome of the companies were going 
chereffom, 


tothe Holm, one went and diſſuaded them 
hey vent they would be engaged itt tire Tegi- 
ment. — For ihis he was blamed by ſome; Tecing thereby 
the lleutenant eolone] and others did loſe mach of tlieir 
pay, which they would have got if they had muſtered. 
For compoting.and' ſettling differences, much pains 
were uſed. Some defired propoſals ſhould be ſent to Ce. 
neral Mackay; and to avoid diviſion for the future u- 
pon this account, that ſome were for engaging in the 
regiment and ſome not, tliis propoſal was made by ſome, 
That theſe who had not clearneſs to engage, might for- 
bear, and ſay nothing againſt them who had; ànd theſe 
who had freedom, might go on, and ſay nothbig againſt 
theſe who wanted it, . e 
May 1%, in the morning ſome perſons conveened, and 
drew up propoſals to be. ſent to ackay, whe were to 


ſaying, If t 


, 


be preſented to the General Meeting, who met within a 
, little, to whom the propoſals were read, They object- 
| ed againſt ſome of them; ſo the ſame were corrected, 
g and defired to be ſent immedlately to Mackay, and his 
4- anſwer to be returned to chem againſt the next General 
ſ. Meeting, which was appointed to meet at Dopglas, 
5 May 135. aw Wh eons AE 
Ir This paper of propoſals by way of humble petition da 
e. Mackay was ſhewed to the lieutenant colonel; but as he 
e- did aot agree with the manner of ſending it, ke drew up 
al- an addreſs to Mackay in the name of the regiment ;— 
ht which ſame was againſt, in regard the meeting had con- 


it cluded upon the other, and knew nothing of this, which 
p- differed much from the firſt. e 


The perſon who undertook to deliver the papers to 


old Mackay, coming into Edinburgh for that end, found 

ere him gone to the north; ſo it was not given. However 

„ as 2 new draught of the addreſs was written by Blake wood, 

dit who defired the ſame might be ſmooth, in regard all we 

pple were to ſeek of him was only the ſignifying his affent, 

a and agreeing with the work of reformation. But ſome of 
ere 


theſe defired zo preſent it, were altogether againſt this al- 
128 I | teration, 


1 


. 


e 


ſome ſubſcribed declaration, like this herewit | 
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8 becauſe. they had no allowance for any ſuch 
thing from thoſe 3 — deſired them to come: Yet the . 


ſame. was r to GA n, Sg in chief 


for the the, 
„i the 1 be Fn; the Ja 3 and this 
{which was the ſooner 2 ed, that the affait con- 


. cerning the regiment might be haſtened) the captains * 


were raiſing the companies, which were brought up to 
a field- meeting upon the Lord's day, May 12th, where 
was a great 18 of Ne Mr. Shichds eden 


vn ae 287. k Y Hur 5 


pox the mm, the General dc => | 
Douglac,—There were preſented to, and read at this 
ing two papers; the one was ſome propoſals of the 
foldiers defirous to ſerve in the regiment, to the lieute- 


nant colonel and other officers ; the other was a declara. 


tion to be ſubſcribed by all the officers and ſoldiers at 
their engaging in the regiment, True "__ of ork 


% 


tber officers in the Earl of ANGUsS's Regiment— 
The humble Petition of the Soldiers Hs: de e to 
L in the ſaid. Regiment 


2. be 2 Honourable the Ken glg Fd 6% 


a 0 UR canſcience, i in the fear and 28 of God, mov- 


ing us to-undertake this ſervice without any ſelfiſh 


or 1iniſtroys motive or end, preſſeth us humbly to pro- 
poſe and lay before your Honours the terms which will 
engage and encourage us to come with confidence ander 
your conduct. And therefore we moſt. earneſtly deſire 
you will be pleaſed to conſider them, and conſent to, and 
concert them with us by way of contract, which may 


contain what we deſire of your Honours, and what 


vou are pleaſed to demand of us for, 1 ſatisface 
tion. 


Our deſires are theſe following. 2 2 
Tf, That all officers and ſoldiers of che re 


on, ſin⸗ 
cerity in the cauſe truly ſtated, and of their unanimous 


harmony in the received and approven principles of the 
8 Ie DE, | church 


ed, make profeſſion of their ſoundneſs in relgi 


% * 
ou 


in 
1 
n- 
us 
he 
ch 


church of Scotland, owning, and adhering t to Fo 
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nants and work of reformation, in its doctrine, wonlhip, 

diſcipline and government, againſt Popery, . Prelacy, E- 

raſtianiſm, | Sectarianiſm, Heng. and arbitrary govern= - 
ment 3. and that none be liſted or kept i in the regiment... 


= thoſe who ſubſcribe 5 ſame, 2 9 . 3 a 


oy, That all Sete and ſoldiers may concur el 
lawful and expedient endeavours in advaꝶ 


the 
mation of the church and ſtate, peu Re 3 8 


ing the church in its former order and union, according 


to the word of God and former appraven; conſtitutions 


of this church; and proſecuting 8 ſeaſonable and 
ſuitable teſtimony for e ame, or again a- 
or t inttofluce 


ny corruption introduced at may be intfofluct 
inconſiſtent therewith or impedafive thereof. „ 
3% That we may not only have liberty to repecſtne © ol 


our grievances ſuſtained theſe years bygone under the 


late tyranny, and impeach, according tq courſe of 1 a -, 
the inſtruments and abettors of the ſame in church, 


ſtate, army or country. But eſpecially that our ſuperior 
officers coneur, and bear hand to the pleading out of the 


army ſuch notorious criminals as have oppreſſed and per- 
cuted us, murdered our brethren, and have been Fag- 
mies to the cauſe we now fight for. 
475%, While that is not done, and until it be done, 
we deſire to be as remote from the ſnares of conjunction 
with them, as may conſiſt with the effectual management 
of the war. And to this effect, that our officers en- 
deavour to provide and procure, that we go not out in 


promiſcuous detachments with them, nor be mixed mixed in 


encampments with the foreſaid criminals. 
5thly, That our officers be always of our EF FOO 


or approbation; and that none be obtruded upon us 
without our conſent ; ; and theſe already. commiſſioned 


of now to be commiſſioned, be continued, until either 
by death taken away, or for ſome fault they deſerve de- 
gradation, or be found, after a competent time to fit. 
themſelves, uncapable of that truſt. 

6:hly, That as ſoon as peace is ſettled, and fears 'of 
rebellion or invaſion ceaſed, ſuch a8 have à mind to go 
off, may have liberty; and their vacancies * with. 


| the approbation of the reſt. 


1thly, That we may have the privilege of a miniſter 
choſen by all of "a and an elder in every company, —_ 


7 


a 

nnr 
5 

x 

Wo 


— 
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25 


| may perform the worſhip of God, publicly, at leaſt ſuch 
Pets of ty and at ſuch times as their military duties 
3 2 allow And theſe that are off guard, may concur 
4 — Ezinily worſhip N and ſome day or pther, 
very Week zg, to meet in competent numbers with 
ha ers for lows in prayer and Chen con 
ference,” (belides the miniſters exertiſe for preaching and 
 catechitimgp) as conveniency will allow. © 
" g76/5;" That among the military laws for reſtraining 
Eilers there may be ſevere ſanctions and puniſhments 
for fornication and all uncleanneſs, and all laſ- 


s A, C4 % 


 Eiviqus, filthy and unchriſtian talking, ſwearing, cur- 
E. mocking of godlineſs, drinking of bealths, and all 
drunkenricſs, Er. 1 DIRT FUN RReent Fs 


* 54 + 7 q * | Err 
The tenor of the Declaration follows. 
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AY 

th 
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ar 

in the preſent appearance,” fearing the ſnare and hazard * 

- and puniſhment of unlawful aſſociations with theſe that ct 

have heretofore demeaned themſelves as enemies to the Rs: 
cauſe of God; for their ſatisfaction and our own exo- Q 

neration, Do declare, we mean no manner of way to e- * 

poute: any malignant, party, quarrel nor intereſt, nor 7 

fight for any other cauſc, nor upon any other grounds, " 
than what this church and kin hath owned in the | 


f 


beſt and pureſt times of reformation, and what a a") 


„ 
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ful have contended for through ali the troubles of the 
late tyranny. To wit, not only for the preſervation of 

the rights of the ſtate and liberties of the kingdom, with - 
the defence and preſervation of our dread Sovereign, 
King William, his perſon and authority, in the defence * 
and preſervation ofthe true religion, liberties and laws ef 
the kingdom: To whom, as à comfortable inftrument 
of God's mercy, we owe the preſent reviving in our bon- 
dage: Upon whom, in a grent meaſure, doth depend 
the quiet and continuance thereof; and with whom the 
ſtability and ſecurity of our religion and liberties is ſo 
ſtraitly conjoined: But alſo for the good old way of 
Scotland's covenanted reformation, in its formerly eſta- 
bliſhed, approven, and received principles, confeſſions 
and conſtitutions of doctriue, worſhip, diſcipline and 
government, according to the word of God and ſolemn 
national covenants, which we own and avouch to be of | 
binding force and unrepealable obligation, and declare 
our willingneſs and deſire to renew the ſame, whenever 
lawfully, duly, and feaſonably called thereto; and a- 
gainſt Popery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, Sectarianiſm, ty- 
ranny and arbitrary government, and all perſons or 
things oppoſite to the glory of God, the honour of the 
king, ſafety and liberty of the church or ſtate: Particu- 
larly againſt all the attempts of the late James the VII. 
and his accomplices within or without the land, for 
re- inforcing his uſurpations by rebellious armies. 
Moreover, as for aſſociation with the enemies of the 
foreſaid cauſe of God, of truth, and of godlineſs, whe- 
ther for or againſt it; we abhor and deteſt every ſuch. 
confederacy, or entering into affinity with the people of 
theſe abominations; and ſhall concur with, and adhere 
unto the former approven teſtimony of this church, a- 
gainſt the admitting unto, or keeping in places of power 
and truſt, any Popiſh or malignant incendiaries or evil 
initruments, for the defence of the cauſe or nation, who. 
have been the profeſſed and fworn tools of the deſtruction. . 
thereof; But whether they ſhall intrude themſelves in- 
to this ſervice or not, yet we hall not be hindered from 
contributing our utmoſt to oppoſe all the enemies of the” 
cauſe of God and the country in the preſent juncture, - 
And in the mean time, ſhall endeavour that none be im- 
bodied to our regiment that have not given proof of 
| Kei fidelity, integrity _ good affection to the _ : 


| 1 Kring Moy I 4s; 1 ih 
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* Theſe two papers note drawn up in \the PRE? bes 
teen this meeting and the laſt, intending to have good 
FTonditions; and that their way might be further cleared 
- who engaged in the regiment; the ſame containing no- 
thing but what they judged neceſſary, . to ſeek, and 
Alſo to have, before they engaged. 

When the meeting had heard theſe papers; I: was 


concluded by them that they ſhould both be ſhewed to 


the lieutenant colonel, and alſo to Sir Patrick Hume of 
Polwart, who was come from Edinburgh. Upon this 
account, and for this effect, they choſe NMleſſrs. Shields 
and Boyd, Wm. Stuart, Jo. Mathieſon, Wm. Young, 
Clark, James Wilſon and Michael Shields, who 
vent immediately to theſe gentlemen, (who were then 
come to the town) together with Blake wood. 
When Polwart had read-the papers, he ſaid, He had 
nothing to object againſt ther; yet the ſame could not 
be agreed upon and done by way of contract betwixt of- 
ficers and ſoldiers, left thereby they might come under 
the hazard of a eouncil of war; for, according to milita- 
ry diſcipline it would not be ſuffered, and that no pri- 
vate leagues among ſubjects were to be made. 
Aͤtſter the lieutenant colonel had read the two papers, 


come under fach engagements, (agreeing with the ob- 
jections made by Polwart). At length, after ſome de- 
batings, Polwart drew up a paper containing ⁊ ſhort de- 
elaration of the defigns of engaging in the ſervice, with 
which: the heutenant col. agreed. 

The perſons above-named, returning to the meeting, 
gave them a brief account of what had paſt betwixt tlie 


gen entlemen and them, with which the meeting was not 
at 


isfied, ſeeing their propoſals and defires were not 
granted; and many, when they ſaw it fo, were more a- 

verſe from engaging in the regiment. 
However, after ſome diſcourſe and debating concern- 
2 ing what was their — in ſach a ae It it was * 
that 


# 


Is appears that theſe papers were 65 Mr. Alexander 


Shicids. and although many jud. ed much of the. matter of them 


* contrary to the actings at this time, yet many others were much 


{duced thereby to engage, chie fly thro” their implicit faith in 
Mr. Shield's honeſty. 


* 


he faid, He would never go into any ſuch tranſaction, or 


General St May. ( => — i 
that a paper ſhould be drawn up, containing in ſhort. 
what they were for and what they were againſt, to be 
read to-morrow at the head of every company. This 
was thought neceſſary, Jeſt the {for owning of 
which they had been fuffering) might be wronged, or 
kept in ſilence by their preſent reſolutions and acting. 
—And for that night they parted, e 

At night there were two papers drawn up, one in the 
name of the ollicers, and another in che name of the 
ſoldiers. | 

Howbeit they were not read as was deggned, the rea- 
ſon of which ſhall be immediately given. 5 

May 14th, The lieutenant colonel and the laid of 
Blakewood in the morning came from the caſtle to the 
town, and acquainted our - miniſters and others, That 
ſome officers having met in a council of war, had reſol- 
ved not to treat any more with us, He likewife made 
ſome refleftions on ſome of the captains, that he had 
been ſlighted and diſobeyed by them. So theſe geritle- 
men returned again to the caſtle, and preſently the laird 
of Polwart'took journey for Edinburgh, n the lieu 
tenant Col. conveyed a little way off. [/ 

But before he did this he was deſired to come and }/ 
ſpeak -with the companies, who were then all drawn uß 
in the Holm, Whercupon the lieutenant Col. coming 
to the place in order to ſpeak to them; he came firſt to 
Capt. Haddow's company, and had a ſhort ſpeech to them 
to this purpoſe: That he had loſt himſel by failing it 
his promiſe to raiſe a regiment ; but fince it was ſo, he 
would do it with honour : That he had been ſlighted, 
Sc. and that he had met with ſome of our friends the 
day before concerning our engaging,” to whom he had 
offered reaſonable terms, and had drawn up a" paper 
ſhewing their deſigns of entering into the ſame, —Where- 
upon eapt. John Campbel of May (who was with him). 
read the — his paper is mentioned above, and 


Yo drawn up by Polwart 14 he tenor whercot tobe 
ow eth 2 | 


— fs , 


« To declare that you engage in this ſervice, of p- 5 
pole to refiſt Popery, and Prelacy, and arbitrary power; 
and to recover and eſtabliſh the work of reformation in 
Scotland, in eppoſition to Popery, Prelacy and arbitrary | 
power in all the dranches and ſteps thereof, till the go- 
= e 2 vernment 
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1 vern ment in church and ſtate, be brought to that luſtre 
and integrity which it had inthe beſt times. 
; > es 7 e ” BY. a 


97 This being read, Mr. Shields explained it a little, ha» 
Ving a ſpeech to the company to this purpoſe, That they 
were for maintaining and defending the work of refor- 
mation and our covenants, and that they were againſt 
aſſociation with malignants and enemies to truth and 
godlineſs ; and that they would help to bring theſe guil- 
ty of our brethren's blood to condign puniſnment. 
In this manner the lieutenant colonel went through 
the whole companies, from one to another, (being all 
the time on horſe-back) having to each af them the like 
ſpeech, as is above written, and capt, Campbel reading 
the above paper, as alſo Mr. Shields explaining the ſame 
to the ſame purpoſe, as is above ſet down. After this 
was done, the companies ſtaid a little in the Holm. But 
the lieutenant colonel with the captains and ſome lieute- 
nants, with our. miniſters, went into the town, where 
they communed together concerning the preſent buſi- 
neſs.— And after ward he gave orders ta each captain 
where to march with his company, which was according - 
I To this account I ſhall add this ne thing, viz. That 
there were ſome objections made againſt ſome captains 
wich the lieutenant Colonel chooſed, - eſpecially 3- 
WES: gainſt Captain Monro, yet they were made officers in 


the regiment. | 22 CT | 
..* , Thus was Lord Angus's regiment raiſed and managed. 
As ſome were not well pleaſed that there was any enga- 
N on therein, before ſecurity was obtained 
lor performing the conditions required, but inſtead 
thereof rather a paſſing from them, and an yielding too 
F ſinee that time they have been the occaſion of 
much talk, ſome deſpiſing, and ſome others commend- 
ing them. Again they have been condemned by ſome, 
as 7 in a ſinful aſſociation with malignants. But ma- 
ny of the malignants themſelves, eſpecially ſome in the 
army, have accounted them as one of their great eye- 


. 
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Towards evening, after the affaig vas paſt, the moſt 
part of the meeting conveened again, hen it was pro- 
: or to them, What was next called for at their hands 
To which ſome anſwered, They thought, it meceſſer 
| that an offer ould be made of railing another regimes 


—— . dle Mes 


— hs „ 


8 ou RAN upon good dee e Where- 


upon it was concluded chat this offer ſhould be made? 
for effectuating of whith William Stewart, Dr. Furd, 
James Wilſon, and Michael Sliields were defired to go” 


to Edinburgh, to ſpeak to ſome perſons eohcerping the 
— Who accordingly went and ſpoke to Bir Patek 


Hume of Polwart. He told them that he, and alle ſome 


others of the Meeting of Eſtates wiſhed that another re- 


giment of theſe people were raiſed, but he tfought the 


ſame would not be obtained at the time; both on account 


of the want of money, and alſo if ſuch a thing were 


mentioned in the Meeting of Eſtates, ſeverals of them 


would oppoſe it, who had ne e for theſe 425 
80 b eee n ap” 
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Taov BLES anich ennie were not W in the 


| land, fince the laſt meeting, and more daly- expected, 


both at home, and alſo from abroad: As Chverhouſe 
and others, were raiſing all the force they could, in che 
Highlands: And in the Lowlands, papiſts and malig- 


nants were buſy, in plotting and lectetly carrying on 


their wicked defigns: So an invaſion from Ireland was 
ſtill feared, the fears of which, made the moſt pale of 
the Fenſible- mag in the Weſtern ſhires to chooſe offis 
cers, and often to muſter, that they might be the better 
capacitated to defend themſelves. As for the Society peo- 
ple, mary of them were engaged in Angus's regiments » 
and theſe at home, were frequently rendevouzing under 
their own officers. , But one thing was fad; and matter 


of lamentation, viz. Ihe confunons and debàtes that 


begun to ariſe, and increaſing amongſt them concerning | 
the regiment,” with whoſe cngaging ſo abruptly, -without 
getting the conditions (ſought,) granted. Many were 
diſſatisfied, and dic ſay they were in a finful aſſociation 
with malignants, which alto, ſeverals in the regiment 
themſelves complained of, and feared. As it was à bur- 
den to them, that there were ſome ſcandalous officers im 
that regiment, who were put in by the licutenant colon- 


nel: So to ſhew their diſlike at employing and entruſt- 
ing wicked men in the army; —T he ſoldiers emitted ©; 


day of July," as. they, were, ; F 


Declaration, upon the 


21 from Dumblain and Dawh, in their na to 


At .me the pelis ment was Citing at Edinburgh, | 


having conveened upon the 17th day of June. | 
en HT Uron 
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_ + Gornableupon.the 18th of July 2089.— After the Meet- 


ing was modelled, and prayer ended. It was enquired 
what, they thought moſt expedient to begin with. Some 
anſwered that there were two men come from the regi- 


ment» © Theſe men were ſent trom the regiment, to keep 


up and entertain ' correſpondence with the reſt of their 
friends at this Meeting, and to know what- was con- 


cluded by them. Whereupon they were deſired to ſpeak, 


Who ſaid that it was the deſire of thoſe who ſent them 
to keep up correſpondence with their brethren in the 
country as formerly. But they were jealous that ſome 
in the Meeting had exceptions againſt the regiment, and 


they deſired to know the ſame. To this ſame anſwered 
that they were afraid that they were in a ſinful aſſociati- 


on. It was ſaid by others, that this had been debated 
before, and at this time they could not put an end to it, 
therefore it was ſateſt to forbea. | | 


| However the ſoldiers had ſignified their mind concerns | 


ing the ſame, and other things in a declararion lately e- 
_— by them, which was ſhawn to the Meeting, and 
: The Meeting having heard this paper wore well ſatis- 
Fed, and ſhewed their deſire and willingneſs to keep up 
25 carrefpondence with the regiment,” e b 
They likewiſe ſhewed that it was the deſire of the re. 
giment, that they ſhould keep up their rendevouzes fre- 
quently, and that it would be for the ſecurity of the 
Weſt country, to have the regiment among them; which 
to get effected, they deſired the ſame might be repre- 
ſented to the parliament, as at this time there were great 
fears of the Iriſhes landing in the Weſt country, in caſe 
of which both theſe in the country, and the regiment 
might have the better acceſs to the Helping one another. 


The Meeting did take this in good part, and wiſhed 


chat the regiment were in the Weſt, and that a fit way 
were fallen upon to repreſent the expediency of the ſamo 
e A eee Nas d 0 


+ This Declaration is not only the ſame in ſubſtance, but in 
the ſame words, with the Declaration Romeo the. kearenant 
colonel at their en'ry into the regiment, 3 21 of which is 
#lready inferted in page 400, therefore untere airy to repeat”; 
and whether their emitting it now, or their ſhewing it as their 


_ &:firet> the lieutenant colonel before, could free them of brig 
ih a-tafal aſſociation, muſt be leſt wich the reader wo judge. 


- 
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to the parliament. Thougk tas was their Yefire, yet 

the fame took no effect, being never put to the trial; 
one cauſe whereof was, the want of hopes of its having 
ſucceſs. But as to the rendevouzing which they adviſed 
unto, the fame was very frequent through the Welt 
country; concerning which, this is not to be forgotten, 
but deſerves a remark : That in ſeveral places the coun- 
try people who were rendevouzing, did refuſe theſe men 
for officers, who were malignants, and had been per- 
fecutors, notwithſtanding of their being choſen to be 
ſuch, by the commitee of the fhires: And made choice 
of ſuch as they had no exception againft : Thinking it 
highly irrational, and very unſafe to come under the 
command and conduct of theſe men whom they had 
ground to expect (as was ſaid of ſome of them) would be- 
tray them to K. James, when he came over, ſeverals of 
them having ſworn allegiance to him formerly. This 
afforded matter of much talking, and made many to en- 
quire and fearch into the queſtion about aftociations 
V pon the conſideration that there had been much 
precious blood of the Lord's people ſhed in this land in 
the time of the late perſecution. And now a door being 
opened in holy providence whereby acceſs was given, 
and ſome hopes of getting juſtice executed upon the mur 
derers. It was propoſed to the Meeting that they ſhould 
deliberate upon what was their duty in ſuch a caſe. _ 

After ſpeaking to this a little, they concluded it 
was their duty to duty to ſeck, and cry foy juſtice upon 
the murders of their brethren, and that che parliament 
ſhould be petitioned for the ſame. ee e 
Whereupon James Wilſon and. Michael Shields, was 

deſired to go to Edinburgh, to ſeek advice from ſome 
there, what would be the fitteſt method for eſſectuating 
thereof. But in the mean time our friends up and down 
the country, were defired to have in readineſs the evi- 
dence for probation of the murderers; ſeeing the ſame 
would be inftan:ly ealled for, whendver the murderers ' 
came to be tried. | ITO | 

| Agreeable to this concluſion, was the deſire of the 
ſoldiers in lord Angus's regiment, who before they mar- 
ched to, the Highlands drew. up a petition, to the parlia- 
ment (to be given in when it ſhould meet) wherein a- 
mong other things they crave injuſtice upon the murder- 

. ? ö F . þ wy ers 


a del . en 18th, — 


ers of their and. in particular upon ſome at that 
time priſon, which petition was read to . 
A ay ich e t. | 
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THAT as our: ſufferings — — and oe declining 

. the yoke of the late popiſh- arbitrary uſurpation 
are not unknown to your Honours, and we hope wil 
not now be condemned, when theſe miſchiefs framed 
into a law, which Se them, are aboliſhed: 80 
our actions fince the beginning of his Majeſty's under- 
taking to redeem theſe nations from popery and ſlavery, 
have as evidently demonſtrated our inclinations to loyal- 
ty, as our ſufferings before ſhewed our averſion to ty- 
rany.. Having confidence in humility to ſay we were 
the firſt in the nation that publicly prayed for, and a- 
8 vouched a readineſs to concur with his Illuſtrious High- 
neſs, before, at, and fince his arrival: We were the firſt 
that declared a deſire to engage for him, and under him, 
at our renewing of our Solemn Covenants, We were 
the firſt that offered our ſervice for the defence of the 


Meeting of Eſtates,—and we were the firft that offered, 


to be levied into a modelled regiment, — yea though we 
had (and continue to have) many diſcouraging fears of 
fnares, and finful involvments in aſſociation with the e- 


nemies of truth and godlineſs, who have been, and yet 


are encouraged, employed, and intruſted for the defence 
of 1 that cauſe, wRich within this ſhors time they profeſ- 
ſedly oppoſed, and by many dreadful oaths, are engaged 
to ſuppreſs, againſt which aſſociations we cannot for- 
bear to bear witneſs. Yet we reckoned we could 
not acquit ourſelves in the duties we owe to our 
God, to our country, to our king, to- our poſterity, 


and 


1 As ve. Shields was miniſter to the regiment, and went, and 
continued 'or moſt part with them; So all their public papers 
now behoved to come through that channel: And as it was one 
of the arguments he uſed for engaging in the regiment : That 
they wou-d be in a better capacity io proſecute, and bring to 
Juftice the .murderers of their brethren ; to the event- benen 
how tar he was miſtaken in bis poli: * 


"bot du vb, 1816, rg as 
and to ourſelves,—if. we ſhould not appeat for ſuch 14 
cauſe, as the recovery and hw ge ur. Covetiante: 
ed Refgrmation, laws and liberties+-::; „ ns fs 

| Wherefore as we have engaged, * : elbe, thro? 
grace, to continue venturing our deareſt blood fan this 
cauſe, — ſo fur as we can with a good conſcience, 22 
as it was the only principle that prompte us to u 
take this ſervice ; ſo N is that which moyes us nom to 
take the boldneſs to unbowel our Hearts before your How: 
nours, as many reproaches are caſt upon us, that we ar 
enemies to government, and will not fight ſor it, and. 
that we are diſorderly perſons, not fit to be truſted; 
which is the. language of theſe, who though they de- 


ſerve no truſt yet they deſire it, not oni to ſatisfy their: © 


mbition, but to ruin us who have hitherts eſcaped their 
— From whoſe reproaches we could eaſily have vin- 
dicated ourſelves, if partly, the conſcience of our inno- 
cency had not perſuaded us to patience, and partly our 
officers refuſing to concert with us, or have any hand im 
emltting any paper in the name of the regiment, leſt it 
ſhould be interpreted a ſeditious motion, beyond the 
bounds of military order, had not diſſwaded us. But 
now being to march to the Highlands, farther from all 
acceſs to your Hondurs, and nearer the enemy, with 
whom we look for daily conflicts, none of us knowing 
who may firſt enter into eternity. | 

Our conſcience in the zeal. of God preſſeth us, in all 
bumility and earneſtneſs,—in the firſt place we requ 
that we, and our brethren in the country be admitte 
to repreſeht our grievances ſuſtained theſe years bygone 
under the late tyranny, and impeach according to courſe 
of law and juſtice, the inſtruments and executioners of 
that hloody gruelty exerciſed on us and our brethren, 
eſpecially ſuch notorious criminals as have without, and 
againſt all colour of law without any trial or ſentence, 
murdered many honeſt and innocent perſons, whoſe 
blood cries for vengeance, and he to whom it belongs 
craves it of your Honours to execute it; as being the 


only way revealed in his word, whereby the land ur 2 


be cleanſed from the blood ſhed therein. - 

Particularly we crave liberty to impeach thoſe already 
incarcerate, via. Murray, Livingfton, 
and Creighton, whom we offer to convict of 
horrid murder, and ſhedding the blood of war in peace, 
without, and againſt all law, as alſo Balfour, 

8 and 


wy Caen Ae 5 Jah: oy 8 
| and ———— Niſbet, who are let 22 whon 
in like ſort, we offer o prove like critnes. 
I to ee that the church be 


Next as we 
* N Curates, that were intruded by the 
| jon, and Patron's preſentation, contrary 
to tie inſtitution of Chriſt Jeſus, the only King and 
Head of his church, contrary to the inſtitutions of this 
church, without the call, and contrary to the inclinati- 
ens of the people, being the bane of the nation, the 
Mandal of the church, and the ſource of all our ſorrows : 
So we petition that none be admitted to, nor continued 
in power and truſt, in the ſtate, army, or country, wh 
date been inſtruments of the perſecution, aud profeſſed 
aud fworn tool of the late tyranny: Whereby, as your 
bonours will be far from all fears of the like treaſons, 
and treacheries diſcovered already in ſome of theſe fore- 
mentioned in the army; ſo all honeſt men will be ex- 
ceedingly encouraged and engaged to be zealous and re- 
ſolute 1 in your ſervice. - - 
_ © Finally, We humbly ſupplitate' your Wan that 

military laws for reſtraining the army from diſorders, be 
ordered to be put in execution effectually againſt all de- 
baucheries, that affront the Moſt High God, and pro- 
voke his indignation againſt the army, particularly, for- 
nication, drunkennefs ſwearing, curſing, Dc. without 
reſpect to perfons of officers or ſoldiers. 

Theſe things we beſeech your Honours 15 gantz and 
N ſhall pray, wu” An 


According to che defire (of 5 Meeting) bifore men- 
| rioned, the two men appointed by them having gone to 
„ took with them the petition of the ſoldiers 
A the regiment, that it might be given in td the Parlia- 
ment. But having ſhewed it to ſome there, to get their 
advier concerning the giving of it in; they diffwaded 
mem from doing it at the time, in regard that if ſuch 
_ k paper were given by the foldiers, it would be account- 
eck mutinous, which would hinder the Parliament from 
taking heed to the fame, at it might give occafion to 
diſband the whole regiment: But thou # the ſame were 
fit-to be preſented, yet it would not at The. time be no- 
ticed by the Parliament. Upon which coitſideration, a- 
ny farther procedure in that matte" was laid aſide. OR 
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To return; At this Meeting à fit day \ 2-4 
n n 30, be obſerved by the Socie tie | nm The e 


"It by earneſtly delired thar the tk de of Nigel be 
kept as A day o Bly ab eee the 2 
for. the tafcntbeneſs at hath Were 2 

ranks, fo that we are not rightly ned ik the Forks 
diſpenfations, either of ju; nt or mercy, and all: 

we would de carneft with the Lord, for ligh t and 

rection how to carry ſo as to be kept fre 3 
hand, and Jeft hand extremes. 

The next Meeting was concluded u upon to be at ge 
glas, the laſt Wedneſday of September, 1 yet. in, conſide- 
ration that in this interval ſome providences might occur, 
which would require the Meeting to be e oeh. 
vas concluded that one man from each ſhire 
Bocieties were, ſhould, meet at Frierminian, the the fr: 
Wedneſday of Auguſt, for mutual conſultation concerns 
ing emergents which might come to paſs, or might ap- 
Por, the General Mecting RM... 2 


Acßondint to the foreſaid concluſſan: Upon th 
*th of Auguſt at Frierminion, ſome perſons from ſerer. 
al did conbeen. 

' The moſt material r upon by 8 
that albeit the repreſenting of our grievances to. 
King, while he was Prince of .. e had hitherto been 
delayed, whereby debates had wo. oceaſioned 4 

9 et ĩt might be conſidered whether it were | 
now neceſſary to ſend the ſame, —They all agreed that it 
was neceſſary and expedient to give a true ' repreſemgati- | 
on of our cauſe. and caſe to the Ring, and ſeek redreſs 
of our grievances, though this had been long x 
and ha forinerl been agreed upon by mp — 2 | 
Meeting at Crawtord-John, February W. = 
Wbereby it was concluded that an re efs adj A me- 2 

moyial of our grievances, ſhould be ſent to the Prince of 
Orange ; which, memorial might now be written. over 4 
gain, and ſent, with ſuch alterations, as the preſent 
cumſtances called for. And they concluded that 
ſtoun, Kerfland, and. Sir Robert Hamilton, and Mr A- 
lexarider Shields ſhould be deſired to go to London with 
the ſame, or any two of them, (Mr. Shields ſtill being 
one of them) as they agree among themſelves As alfa, 
it was agreed, that thirt ty pounds fterling, ſhbuld be giv- 
en to them who went, for bearing thair expences, which 
= Fffz was 


82 * 
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i Meeting, 4ug-"7th, 1689. 
ent to Jginburgh, ſoon after this Mect- 


Wenn this concilfn was ale u upon, Kerſland and 
Mr. rage were with lord Angus's regiment, wha be- 
K quainted therewith, they both came preſently to 
„here at the time were 


Iſtoun and Sir 
amilton.——Whereupon Kerſland, and Mr, 
Revere having met with Sir Rabert Hamilton in order 
to confer together concerning that eſs, the. reſult 

of which conference was; Kerſland xefui ed to go at = 
time, in regard he could | not get the regiment left. 
Robert ſignified his mind to this purpoſe. . That tho 
He was ready to be at the pains, and willing to adventure 
28 with an addreſs to the Frince of Orange, provid- 
Ang it were right] e drawn up, up, | in doing whtreal he ex- 
ed they and he would not agree, but he refuſed 
and in this. he faid Exrlftoun was of the ſame mind) to 
80 with that paper which was already written, 25 regard 
that he had ho commiſſion, nor iaſtructions fr on of the 
General Meeting eoncerning the ſame: Which, 


led for, and wanting, he might be reckoned a cheat. 


And moreover, as for they were to go unto, he 
bal not addreſs, nor. rob bins as King, but only as 
Prince of Orange, but he ſaid he was willing to hazard 
himſelf in repreſenting our - grievances to him as ſuch, 
Vith an offer of our allegiance upon right terms, ace 
Enowledging we had been too haſty in owning him m be- 
Fore, Neither would he go with Kerſland and Mr. 
Shields, who were of a contrary, mind in this matter, 

n= they might, when there, contradict one another 

their diſcourſes, © wg 
Mr. Shields declared his willingneſs to £0. if theſe de- 
fired would go with him, but for the res ſhns above giv- 
en %) each of them a ſtop was put to that REY 


** 
Nor ton after. the laſt General' Meeting, m 2 ren- 
"counter at , in Athol, Claverhouſt a grand e- 
2 to the country was killed; whereby the fears of v4 
Thick fr miſchief was removed, and one great 
ſupported the malignants hope was cut off. 

ever the loſs of the forces which were againſt him bo 
great, for which M*Kay who commanded them, 

"ras much blamed for his bad 1 0 
After Claverhouſe's death, one Cannon, commanded 
the Iriſhes, and e army, har were * increaſed, 
| - an] 
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«hen: of «ty Ta cars cg. 4 ans 
many raged to join them. by the ſpoils ger 
ten at the Nie eng ment. "They pillaged much of th 
country ig and a t Angus. 8 with: ſev: 
We 9 — and Scnck horte and dragoons, went 
againſt an A $a motion toward them as yery flows 
In the ann time, hen he and his troops were Lu. 
north. n with his whole 3 * — 
Ang! 


men, or aher a 
ed, — os to that place, as Was 


— came to Dunkel, where lord: 
regiment was 


thought and Cans wy ul to 29408 off bur 
the Lord diſappointed Fe: by W 
their enemies, and the fears — nor graudlef) 1 

of the regiment themſelves, -- ough Cannon's men e 

affault them very briſkly, yet they were repulſed, an 
made to retire with loſs. This conic gave occaſion to 
much talk and diſcourſe, The regiment was commend- 
ed far their bæhaving ſo well in the engagement. The 
_ part of W rent did ſay they were betrayed, in which 


Ha ilton was blamed as having a chief 
ad. . A is, Mackay with an army went che 


length of the Blair of Athol in purſuit of Gannon and 
pus his men, who immędiately after the gepolſe at 22 
Th break and ſcatter, But finding they were 
perk he returned, having left ſome Barxiſons. 
„During the time that the north was in confulion, and 
many people much ſpoiled and diſtreſſed, t e 
ry enjoyed peace, of Which they had cle be befbre, .. 


A GENBRAL Piesting conveened at Doe the 

5th day of September, 1689. 
After the meeting. was modelled, this'veps al was 
made by one to them!: That conſidering the heat and 
paſſion that was in the meeting which was laſt; in this 
place, (viz. May 137%) and what prejndice t had done, 
which might Weiden to them all, it was therefore des 
fired that ſome way and method thould be fallen upon to 
prevent the like at this time. This the whole meeting 
thought very neceſſary, all being ſeaſonable of the hurt 
ſuſtained by heats at former meetings. Whereupon this 
| mean was thought expedient for avoiding of paſſion at 
the pe > th vr The ee, thould be acquainted, that 
\ the 


| Here Waka Col. Wm. Cleland 10 capt, Ninian Steel. 
2 many otbers of Angus's regiment were killed, when they 
adenjoycd the toncur of theſe offices {carce thiee months. 

This Wa. Ciklaud was a captain at Bochwcl, 
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. eance with, and 


| that he hath in his anger divided us, and threatens to break 


ans Cendral Menting, Sent. 25th, 1689. 
_ guilty of this fault, whereof they naw faw the evil; but 
at the ſame time they were reſolved to guard againſt it, 


knowledged that formerly they had been 


and deſired that the miniſters might do the like, and 
not ta uſe irritating expreſſions one to another. 


"The wimiſters being come in, and prayer ended, a 


perſon pitched upon for that end, acquainted them with 
the reſolution and deſire of the meeting, with which the 
miniſters were well ſatizfied oO NN 
Alter it had been enquired, What was the buſineſſ 


_ of greateſt importance to be conſidered of? Mr. Li. 
ning ſaid, The thing he thought of greateſt conſequence . 
for te derte ue, was, concerning uren with 


the 
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. ” + % Fs 
(37% & 


% 


I They might de the better ſatisfied, av thifaverture appears 
have proceeded from themſelves, they fore-ſeeing they would 


meet with oppoſition in what they intended, It may not be im- 


| Proper here to infert a part of a leiter from Colin Aliſon (who 


ſeveral times ſpoken of before) to Sir 
Sept. ib. 1689. n. DOI M E424 61 
Much Honauged Siry. „ 

* MY ea neſt deſire is, that the Lord may direct you in all 
your ways, for many have their eyes upon vou, fame expect - 
ing good and many expecting evil, which calls for much acquaio- 


obert — ated 
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gut, 45 our confuſions are eln band, and 
it ſeems the Lord in his holinefs will have us brought as low and 


co 4 tible, if not more low; than ever. Crbow happy ſhould 
we be, 1 
bim, caſting our eyes off all outward helps, for he ſeems to be 


| rwhitrng to us, that none will do us good, ar.d I am made i 
fay, 


we have ſought ourſelves too much, for which he is 


now threatening to lay us low.” But what meaſures or methods 
to fall upon, my capacity cannot win to take up: Only I think 


we are called towithſtand the miniſters ſeeking our.concu — 
jaioing with the reſt. Mr. Lining, on Sabbath laſt, was fo 


ent on it, that he behoved to publiſh it in his doctrine, and 
cited {cripture for it, viz. Luke i. anent Zicharias, who kept 


his courſe with the reſt of the prieſts; as alſo Joſeph of Arima- 
thea, I told him my mind gbout it, that I was miſtaken if he 
would be approven of God for publiſhing ſuch doctrine, the ca- 
ſes being fo unlike, Sir, I earpeſtly delice you will thew me 
Jour mind in this matter, cher Megs es e 
- But which is ſaddeſt of all, we are a people fir for nothing, 
Plagues from the Lord are ,fo manifeftly multiplied upon our 
ſpirits. O that the Lord would be intreated to breathe on us, 
and.qualify us for what he-calls for at our hands, Our remiſſ- 
neſs in zeal for his concerns has provoked him to great wrath, 


us in pieces. 
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COLIN AL1SON. 


nearneſs to your Maſter, which: 1 am cnt 
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we could but leara to live a life of — ence upon 
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the miniſters ; and he gave ah acgoutit” 8 
which he and M Shields and Boyd had at Edin- 
burgh in Augiſt laſt, with ſome" miniſters appointed by 
the Commiſſion of the Ne- 7 Wer them” 
concerning union. 9.446 1 to A 

When they enquired at hoſe ratalſens," Tuns 4s caſe. 
they ſhould jon with them, -what ſhould they do to fave 
themſelves from partaking of theſe deftetions that man 
of them were guilty of, as hearing of 'Curates; ; accepting 


of * 1 and oleration, ad addrefiing”" for the. | 
ſame, 0! w 


One of the laid minifizes: ps; He would Auer 
that queſtion by diſtinguiſhing thus: Theſe withia à ſo- 
ciety are to do it one way, and theſe without that ſocie- 
ty are to do it another way.— As for the laſt, which 
(ays he) is your caſe, the way to fave yourſelves from 
ing ol the ſins of the ſociety" you are to join wich, 
is; At your firſt uniting with them, you may draw up 


and enter a preteſtation againſt every thing you” ch : 
finful in that ſociety, which thall be 


Books of Aſſembly and an extract thereof 5 : 
and after you are united, ye ſhall hive libefty to debate, 
remonſtrate and proteſt againſt every thing finful, | 
When Mr. Lining had done with this account, he de- 
fred the meeting ioully"to"confider this matter, and 
what they would do as to Joining N92 5 the miniſters on 
theſe terms offered by them. 
Pata io ear ry” bub gone eue, the meeting ad I 
* the conſideration of this matter, as it was prv- 
and they having diſeburſed upon the faite, at 
— came to this refolution; That at the time, they 
could not fee it their duty to unite with'theſe miniſters 
from whom they had formerly withdrawn upon juſt 
grounds, nnleſs they confeſſed theſe defeQtions they 
were guilty of, doctrinally and alſo ſynodically ; that is, 
procuring an act to be made ina Synod or Aſſembly con- 
demning titeſethirgs as fins and defections, which might 
be ſet up as a-beacon to hinder the — to come, 
from ſplitting on fuch rocks. 
Among other things moving ſome to agree with this 
reſolution, this had its 'own weight, that if fo raſhly 
they ſhould join with theſe miniſters, without their re- 
ſentment of their defections, it was to be feared, as the 
ſame would not be for their edification and advantage, 
which ſhould be one jen of our joining with them, but 


rather 


486. Canned Meeting, Sehr 26th, 1669. 
rather prove hardening and confirming to them in their 
backſlidings; ſo it would —— offend ſome of 


er and weak conſciences, pecation their run- 
ning upon umrarrantable extremes. 


With this reſolution the miniſters were pecſently ac- 


2 z who within a littlè came into the meeting. 
a 


whom they made this propoſition; That ſreing they 7 


had not clearneſs at the time to unite with theſe miniſters 
upon the terms offered by ſome of them 3 yet whether 


or not would they join with the nniſters who had free- 


dom to concur in Preſbytries and Synods with theſe mi- 
niſters with whom we could not join, againſt whoſe de- 
fections they would enter their proteſtation, and always 
after, remonſtrate and debate againſt every thing wrong 


amongſt them ; and their deſign by joining, was to en- 


deavdur to help to carry on tefotmationa, 
This they deſired the meeting to conſider, and upon 
the morrow to give an anſwer thereunto. After diſcour- 


fing A little concerning the fad union and Prayer, they 
parted;that nige. 


Upon the morrow, Sebtemben 26th; they, agreed 
It was enquired at them, What anſwer they 


—— 4.55 to the miniſters concerning the queſtion pro- 


y them aſt night. After diſcourſing abort it, 


<4 W judged ĩt moſt ex pedient, that many of them 


Having neyer before deliberated upon it, and it being of 
no {mall conſequence, they could not at this time an- 


{wer the lame, but n longer time 0 conflder thete- 
a rs 5 43 op 7 
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the miniſters e in, they were peas 0 OP 


"When 


| with what, the. meeting had agreed upon, —Fhen after 


debate about union with the minifters, this was at 
length. reſolyed on; That ſeeing there could not be an 
unanimous agreement in this matter, a day ſhould be 
ſet apart for faſting and prayer, to ery unto the Lord, 
that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to lead and guide 


us aright in this matter of fo great importance, and 


help us ſo to manage it, as the fame may tend to the 
glory of his great name, and the good of his church.— 
And the 22d of Ofober next was appointed for that ef- 
fect ; and it was deſired that the ſocieties ſhould obſerve 


the ſame. 


And the next meeting was appointed at Douglas, the 
6th of November, and that theſe who come to the ſame, 


e 0. the minds of abe ſocieties they Wee fent 
"= Om, 
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ALBEIT after the diſperſing: of the Highlanders the 


country. was ſomewhat quiet, yet there were many com- 
plaints among the, generality of people, that their grie- 
vances were not like. to he redreſſed, nor juſtice execut- 
ed upon notorious murderers, of which they had been in 
expectation; and they were beginning to utter their 
fears that the adminiſtration of the government might 
come to be bad, ſeeing many malignants were already 
and others like to be put in places of power and truſt, 
in judicatories and armies: whom, though the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence have made them change their car- 
klage a little, yet it was to be feared, that whenever op- 

portunity ſhould offer, they would put in practice their 
old inveterate principles of malignity.Eſpecially the U- 


nited Societies had reaſon to complain. of. this, and to 


fear the worſt which theſe men could do, who had been 
formerly their perſecutors, and bore ſtill their old ha- 
tred to them, though they ſaw it not for their intereſt 
at preſent to. evidence the fame, by putting forth their 
hands againſt them as before. | 7 


* = 


* 


mong other things wherewith they were at preſent 
exerciſed, that concerning union with the miniſters whom 
they had formerly 9 4 ac from, was of no ſmall 
weight and moment, and did occaſion many thoughts and 
ſearchings of heart, that they might know and be helꝑed 
to carry aright in reference to the ſame. Though, u- 
pon the one hand, as they were deſirous of uniting in 
the Lord, which they were willing to evidence to the 
world, and that right metliods and meaſures ſhould. be. 
fallen upon for attaining thereof. Let, upon the other 
hand, they did not ſee that this union could be obtained 
in a way comfortable, without both the ſinful cauſe of 
the diviſion, Which is defection and backfliding, were 
acknowledged and condemned, and alſo, that the holy 
cauſe, which is the anger of the Lord, were removed, 
of which. there was, ſmall hopes appearing, while theſe 
miniſters from whom they had withdrawn and now de- 
fired union with, inſtead of confeſſing, did defend the 
ſinful and offentive courſes of which they were guilty. 
And albeit the ſnare (and temptation) was broken, io 
that they were not actually going on, and continuing in 
their detections, yet they could not ſee the offence aud 
EG; „ G32 ; ſcandal 


411 ; Ceneral Meeting, Nov. [4 I 1689. 
ſeandal removed, unleſs thefe things were acknowledged 


aud condemned ; neither until that were, (though theß 


ſhould unite) had they ground to expect the Lord's coun- 
tenance and bleſſing. 

This was a dark, lead, and languiſhing time, 3 
in ſnares were difficult to be diſcerned, duty in ſome 
things not cafy to be known: People were apt to of- 
fend and ſtumble, and there was danger of turning aſide 

* to the left hand or to the right. 


10 this diſcouraging time, A General Meeting met 


2 Douglas upon the 6th of November, 1689. 
After the meeting was modelled, it was enquired, 
What the meeting ought firft to conſider of? Some an- 


fwered, That the buſineſs concerning union with the 


miniſters; was of greateſt conſequence, and therefore 
ſhould be firſt deliberated upon, eſpecially ſeeing a day 
had been ſet apart for prayer to be helped to carry aright 
in this matter; and at the laſt meeting it was deſired that 
the ſocictics might ſend their mind and reſolution con- 
cerning the fame, with theſe who were to be ſent from 
them to this meeting. 


 Whereupon every one of the meeting were defired to 


| ſhew what was the mind of the ſociety they were ſent 
from about this paper. 80 ſome of them gave in papers 
from correſpondent meetings; others from fingle ſocie- 


ties concerning that matter, and others did ew the 


mind of their ſocieties by word of mouth.. 

But before the whole members of the meeting had 

told what was the mind of their ſocieties, our miniſters 
came in, to one of whom the papers given in, were de- 
 livered, who read the fame ; which put a ſtop to the 
going through thereof. Eſpecially one thing occaſioned 
2 diverſion therefrom, which was this: The meeting 
being acquainted that Sir Robert Hamilton was come to 
town, were deſirous of his company among them. 


 Whereupon ſome went and fignified this to him, who - 


preſently came in. Aſter ke had ſtaid a little fpace, he 
_ roſe up and ſpoke to this purpoſe : “ That he not hav- 
ing been much among them, nor in any of their Ge- 
ec neral Meetings fince he came to Scotland, he did not 
know well what was amongſt them. However there 


« were ſome things he would now take this oppor- 


he "naſty to * his mind of, which! in conſcience he 
could 
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po could not borbear but ſhew bs a. and proteſt | 


cc againſt. A * 
% 1%, The — — of the Prince of Orange to be 
ts King upon ſuch conditions as they had done, . . 
66 * taking of the covenants. 
The raiſing of Angus's regiment, which was 
« a z ae aſſociation with malignants. . 
Jay, The admitting any — General Meetings, 
« who came from the W or vere for tralucking 
6 for union with them, 

60 athly, Mr. Boyd his fitting in General Meetings, 
te or: being employed by them to 80 to Edinburgh to 
« treat with the miniſters. / 

. « 5thly, Joining with theſe miniſters whom. formerly 
we had withdrawn from, upon the terms which our 
„ miniſters were deſiring to do it in.” 
When he had. done, our miniſters aſked whether he E | 
would have an anſwer to theſe things by word preſent · 
ly, or by write? He ſaid, he would have it in write, 
Which he looked upon as the ſafeſt way, which if they 
would do, he would give a reply to the ſame in write 
alſo. But that they might the better anſwer it, the mi- 
niſters deſired he might give them theſe things in write, 
either that night or the next day ; ; wh SEO" he 
did the next day. 

Though what that Keutleman delivered i in writs, 
differ little from what is above, yet for the informatie 5 
on and ſatisfaction of any who "I be een of it, a 

true o follows “. . 1 | ' © ih 
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To return; as is hinted above, that which Sir Ro- 
bert Hamilton ſignified to the meeting: put a ſtop to that 
which they were about, and did occaſion debates and 
heats, which to ſettle and compoſe, it was thought fit- 
teſt to part that night, and to meet next day, that then 
they might more calmly canker, . and deliberate about 
Matters. 19. 
Upon Nov. "th, the meeting conveened again, an 

conſidering that albeit ſome had ſnewed the mind of their 
ſocieties concerning union with the Miniſters, yet others 
| G g g 2 | 
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bad not done it ; therefore the whole might now thew 
what wüs the mind of the - ſocieties every. one of them 
came from, about that matter, that our miniſters might 
be acquainted therewith ;; which they were :defirous of. 
Whereupon the fame being particularly -enquired at the 
Whole meeting, They all (except two or chree from 
ſome ſocieties in Galloway) ſhewed it was the mind of 
the ſocieties they wers ſentrom, That at preſent they 
did not ſee jt their duty to unite: with theſe miniſters 
from whem they had formerly withdrawn, without con 
feſſing of their defections doctrinally, and getting them 


bs * 


condemned ſynodically. 


Aſter this was done, it was urged by ſome, that this 


queſtion ſhould next be propounded, vis. Whether or 
not the meeting would join with miniſters who were for 
joining with theſe miniſters (with whom we had not 
clearneſs to unite, except upon -the-forefaid terms) in 
Ffrnods and General Aſſemblies, with -a proteſtation a- 
gainſt their backflidings, &c. of which they were guilty ? 


Some were againſt the enquiring of this queſtion, 


Fearing that the conſequent thereof might be about hear- 
ing of our own miniſters; but that in place thereof 
that it might be confidered by the meeting, That in re- 
gard we, for moſt part, had agreed concerning non-uni- 
on with the miniſters, we ſhould next deliberate what 
was our further duty in reference to them, which 
might tend to their good, the advantage of the cauſe, 
the benefit of poſterity, and ouf own exoneration.— 
And that which they thought would have a tendency to 


this, was, That we ſhauld gong draw up a paper to de 


iven in ta the Aſſembly of miniſters, containing brief- 
55 the grounds of our withdrawing from them; and that 
we were willing and deſirous to join and unite with them 


again; which to obtain with the more freedom, comfort 


and ſatisfaction, and that we might have confidence to 
ſeek, and ground to expect the blefling of the Lord 
thereupon : To ſhew and remonſtrate unto them the ne- 
deſſity of acknowledging and condemning theſe defecti- 
ons whereof they were guilty, in which we ought to be 
very earneſt and -prefling, and cry unto them for it + 
But if they ſhould not do this, then we eee 
e 2 12 5 again 


1 But what if ahey will not ſuffer you to cry, nor allow ycu a 


heating in the houſe, except you'll firft ſubmit yourſelves 0 


their aſſembly ? That this was actually the cafe, when attet- 
wards put to the trial, the following account will declare. 


Eee way ws 


General al eng, Me | wth, 1059 44 
apainſt them for the ſame, ——Whereupe the hole 
Meeting ſhewed their willin gneſs, and eſire that our 
miniſters, and elders ſhould go to Synads, and General 
Aſſemblies; and there plead with miniſters, j in order to 
convince themof, and to get them brought to acknow- 
ledge, and co Amn Weg on: And not only; to wit- 
geſs againſt the b. Mee the conſtituent membersz 
but alſo againſt any thing mi ght be. ange in the 
conſtitution erode, And to do » wherc. 
in ſtill they might be two parties. Name EP were againſt 
e . 2 with them, ent confeſſing and Ser 
ning 0 eir defections. * 
And as for hearing of theſe miniſters who would jc = 
in Synods 'and Aſſemblies, with a Proteſtation, 
while in the mean time, theſe againſt whom they = 
feſt, did not acknowledge and condemn the ſame ; This, 
: ſome of the Meeting ſaid the Societies from which they 
came were againſt hearing ſuch miniſters that would do 
ſo. And ſome ſaid their Societies had never communed 
about the Tame z and others ſaid their Socketics were for 
hearing ſuch minifters, | 
When this was done, the miniſters were- e deſired to 
come in, To whom the Preſes of the Meeting ſhewed 
that the whole Meeting except two, or three, were un- 
animoufly againſt joining with the miniſters, except u; 
105 n the foreſaid condition. * our miniſters } 
ea 


205 er And that they were "willing to give rea- 
ſons againſt it, either by word or write, and that very 
rarely an union in the church, after a long divifion, was 
obtained that way, and as it would be deſireable to them 
to ſee mitiſters acknowledge their defections; ſo they 
would endeavour to gat them brought to do it. For al- 
beit. we had ſufficient ground to withdraw from theſe 
, miniſters, in the time of perſecution, which was a bro- 
ken and unſettled time, yet now, when the ſame was 
removed, and the church growing up in reformation, the 
caſe was altered: And as there was one way of contend- 
ing then, which was by withdrawing, fo there was an- 


other way now, which is by joining with a proteſtation 
againſt defection. 


In anſwer to this, and in defence of what was reſolv- 
ed by the meeting in this matter; it was ſaid, that it was 


granted 


» 
* 2 . mn "Ny ye 7 
* »;, 422 2 * 
* 1 ” 
ff 


3 . 25 ai o 
422 General Meeting," Nov. 7th, 1689. 
grant ed, the Lord by his wonderful providence had made 
2 change, ſo that the ſnare Heng broken, theſe mi. 
_nifters'.were not now going on in the 
Yet the tentation had left them, before they had for- 
faken it; and ſtill they were defending, what they had 
done: And to join with them whille tleey continued ſo, 
would harden them thereiggyand offend and ſtumble o- 
 thers; And moreover, the church was nat yet conſti- 


tute, which if it were, and miniſters zealouſly carrying 


on reformation, (of which there was little appearance) 
it would then be an encouragement to ſpeak of joining 
Alfter ſome debates, (wherein were too much heat 
and paiion on both ſides) at length this concluſion was 
put to this matter at the time. Our miniſters under- 
took to write their mind concerning Union with the mi- 
niſters: And to anſwer the objections which were giv- 
en in againſt joining, without confeſſing and condemn- 
mg defections, of which they would ſend copies to the 
GWG | 3s | 

And another Meeting was appointed to be at Sanguhor, 
Feb. 5th, 1690. er 1 4 £77 


I sx the interval betwixt this Meeting and the laſt, the 

complaints'and diſcontents amongſt the generality of peo- 
ple, was no way abated but rather augmented and in- 
creaſed, concerning many of theſe employed in the ad- 


miniſtration of the government, and many uttered their 


fears of matters growing worſe. That which gave great 
occaſion to this, was the adjourning of the Parliament, 
at which time, the redreſſing of grievances, and ſettling 
of affairs was e xpected; but the delaying of it till March, 
made ſome think there was no ſuch thing deſigned. 
In the mean time, though much of the land, eſpeci- 
ally the Weſt, enjoyed peace and quietneſs, yet there 
SER | x 2 | | were 


Ot this writing there is no further account, but it is pro- 
bable this hath been the origipal ſource of a pamphlet called 
Church Communion, which was publiſhed by Mr. Lining a num. 
ber of years afterward. It is obſerveable, that as io the laſt 
Meeting they appointed a Faſt day to pray for light and di- 
rection in this matter, but finding the effect of that, to be con- 
wary to their defire, and deſign, fo now they lay afide that mean 
for a time (as there is no falt days eppoiated by this Meeting as 
nlually) and fali upon another expedient, in order to convert tie. 


people to the miniſteria! faith, ſince neither prayer, nor yet 


pleading will do it. 


theſe defections: 


9 
n 
fo 
[7 


were great complaints among the godly that it was tl 
now with them, as ſometimes before it had been, (Pf 


cvi. 14, 15.) and that dafkneſs and deadneſs was grow- 
'”_— | * | ' a --. Jt} 3 53 bf - £45 444 5 1 5 
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|. In this diſcouraging and condplaitiing tin bur Ge- 
neral Meeting conveened at Sangubar in Nis, Feb. 


5th, 1 „ After the Meeting was modelled and pray- 
er ended, There were ſome Letters preſented and read 
to the Meeting. One of which, was directed to them 


by Mr. James Wallace miniſter at Inchinen, which ten- 


ded ſomewhat to the allaying and hindering of heats 
and debates, that otherways might have fallen out. N ; 


je 4.4 
” : PRE. 


Right Reverend and dearly beloved Brethren and F riends 


in the Lord, 


RACE, merey, and peace be multiplied upon you, 
T from our Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chill. 


Being informed of a General Meeting of yours at San- | 
quharg;and.alſo of ſome animoſities and difference like 
to be amongſt you at the Meeting, I judged jt wee 


(as one that has deſired according to the meaſure of h 


grace given to me, to be faithful to him, his intereſt, '- 


and to you wh6 has defired and endeavoured the ſam 


to impart ſomething of my poor thoughts, and give you 


my humble advice accordingly. 


That in the firſt-place you would agree upon a ſuppll- 
cation to the next ſeſſion of parliament, for abrogating 


and reſcinding all laws made in former parliaments, a- 
gainſt truth, equity and peace in this church and nation. 
That they will make laws and conſtitutions civil, for 
ſettling the Preſbyterian government according to the 


word of God, and our ſworn covenants, particularly in 
the year 1649. And if ye judge it fit, that theſe cove- 


nants be renewed as then. That they will ſtudy the 
purging of the ſtate and army, of all erroneous ſcandal- 


ous, and profane perſons, and ſuch as had a hand in 


promoting of the late defection, and have been perſecut- 
ors of theſe who did oppoſe the ſame: And that they 
put the church of Scotland in a'poſture to purge herſelf 


* Mr, Wallace lived not long ufter this. | \ 
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A } xdalous and inſafficient perſons, and undeſert. 


bear office therein. N 
will in the firſt place eridenle to 6 alt Vel wiſliers 

to the glory of God, his work, and the good of ſouls, 

chat you mind an union upon right grounds, and. will by 

8 Fee Ther ORs n 0 contribute un- 
will 


* : 

wy the next Analg I Pa d you moving if bor in- 1 
to any formal, ſettled union with any, until vou ſet [ 
what you obtain, leſt there be anew rupture, and a worſe 
diviſion, for if this be not granted, which you ſupplicate \ 
for, wherein will you unite ?. In the mean time, I would c 
bave you keeping concord amongſt yourſelves, unfriends F 
will ſtudy to divide you, aid ſo to break vou, and do 


With you what they will, and then laugh at you... - : 
In the laſt place, that with theſe that you are called T 
to de . with in the Lord, and with whom you now \ 


_ differ, I carneſtly intregt that both in preaching, prayer i a 
and practices, you will do nothing to irritate, or make a! 
dhe breach wider, which may conſiſt with a good con- th 
ſeience, not neglecting neceſſary duties, f nor making h! 
yourſelves partakers of other men's fins, _ = 
And that the Wonderful Counſelor, ' may give you di 
eonnſel, keep you faithful in all Ns unite, Hymblc, 
and Nn ſhall be e * | 


SE 8 


ns our Lav ng B cate and ron in 
tbe Lord ſus . Cbri WP. 7 

3 Tig WALLACT: 

: mch ,x Ex, January 21/t, 1690.7 

; ARother Letter was ſent from lord * s regiment, 

wherein after giving reaſons w by they ſent not me to 

3 this Meeting, they ſignify their eſire to keep up correſ. 

; . Pondence with them, and to join with them in every 


thing that is for promoting, and defending ee covenant- 
ed Preſbyterian intereſt, Oc. 


There 
0 
+ This Letter diserted theſe who were ſo bent for the ſore · 1 
ſaid Union, both now, and for ſome time after, and ſet them ig) 


upon a preject which in the concluſion turned to no eſſect. 
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by” 
There was a thikd Letter fert th them by Me. Shiclds 
' who at the time was at. Montrole with the regiment) 
wherein among vrhier things, he acquiints them that he 
had fent fone anſwer to Sir Robert Hamilton's: proteſ- 
tation, having no tint to 2 it“ This gave occa- 
fion to the Meeting to deliberate whether or Het, it was 
neceſſary to read it. After ſpeaking a little to it, moſt 
part of the Meeting were againſt reading of the Tame,—- 
:eing though the proteſtation was given before them, 
yet they never uhdertovk to anſwer the fame, as our mi- 
niſters did. And mofeover, the gentleman to whom 
the Letter was directed; might have occaſion. to be diſs 
pleaſed, upon the account that the reading of it here, 
would publiſh abroad Both his name, and the thin 
contained in the Letter, which ſhould not be done with 
„„ EDT . 
When our miniſters came in, this was ſpoken of a- 
gain, Mr. Lining, and Mr. Boyd were much for the 
reading of it, ſaying that the Proteſtation was againſt the 
Meeting, and they ought to hear What was written in 
anſwer to the ſame: But moſt part of the Meeting were 
gainſt the ſame (leſt it might occaſion if made public, x 
that gentleman's ſuffering). After ſome debates coricers 
ning it, at length it was laid aſides  _- | 
Alter this there was a fourth letter read, which was 
directed tb this Meeting, from a Correſpondent Meet- 
ing of ſome gentlemen, and others in the foot of Nithſ- 
date, and Galloway, us alſo a memorandum of ſome 
things to be repreſented to the Parliament, Sc. They 
were brought to Sanquhar by Mr John Hepburn, and 
the laird of Caithlock. . The import of the Letter, is 
their earneſt defixg that we ſhoutd concur with them in 
ſuch an addreſs, or ſupplication, which they intende 
to draw up to give into the Parliament 
When the Meeting had heard the Letter and the Pa- 
der; they agreed in this, that thongh we did not object 
againſt any thing that was in the memorandum, nor a- 
gainſt their giving in of the ſupplication unto the Parlia- 
ment; yet confidering our preſent circumſtances, we 
could not go on jointly with them therein, unleſs they 


— 


* Mr. Shields in his Journal, mentions ſeveral days, in which 

: e was writing an anſwer to this Proteffation, in the Jafſt "a 

* which he 'Ays he was ſe zed with a ſweating fickneſs aud faint» 
wg which obliged him to lay it aſide unperſected. | 


i 


ys 4. Geng Morin, FA 1608 


would . andicontiemn cheſe deſections wick 
forie'o Ethe were guilty of, for 1 LEN defer o on with 


them ir this affair, it might be interpreted by Bme, that 
we were joint Wilk them! Ek things alle, kick at the 
time, they could not fee it their 5 to do, except u- 
N the terms of confefling and relinquiſhing Theſe back- 

they were'guilty"of. Hewe der they thought it 
ve" oh 2 a and Tyber anſwer ſhould be given 
them. After ſome debate what the fame fhould be, and 
the way of ſending it; at Tength it was concluded an an- 
fwer ſhould be written to them te this effect. 

That albeit what zeal appeared i in their paper, for the 
coverianted'work of Reformation was commendable ; z yet 
to ſhew them we could not go alongſt with them in what 
they deſired, except they confeffed and eondemned theſe 
defectzons ſome of them were chargeable with; and with- 
all, in a brotherly way, to admoniſh them not to cover, 
or defend, but acknowledge che ſame. Whefeupon one 
was deſired to draw up the Letter that night, and ſhew 
it —_ Meetin erg - 1 ** 

en the Meetin ing 2 tionin 

the Parliament; a ſhine oh ig, if any 3 
given in to them, there ought to be in "Wh a Proteſtati- 
on againſt ſeveral members in it: 80 though they were 
againſt joining with theſe people who deſired our concur- 
rence, nevertheleſs were for this that we ſhould re- 
monſtrate onto; and ſeek redreſs of theſe grievances 
mentioned in the memorandum, and others alſo, from 
the Parliament. And it was concloded tkat if any ex- 
traordinary otcurrence happened, a perſen at Edinburgh 
fhould appoint a General Meeting, and acquaint friends 
therewith, in order tg deliberate what was their duty. 
But if none did occur; the General Meeting was con- 
cluded td be at Douglas the ſirſt Wedneſday of May. 

That night the Meeting parted, and upon the mor- 
row, Feb. 6th;: they conveened again, The Fetter which 
was deſired the night before to be written, was read, but 
they did not accord about it, ſome were for acquainting 
their Societies, and adviſing | better about it. Others 
made exceptions 2 2 words in it, &c. 

However after the M was patted, it was ſub- 
x teribed by Mr. Lining — Boyd, and two others 
in the name of — other friends here Lan 
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10 loſe all hopes ; -great 
need of having the church and ſtate ſettled upon good 
and laſting foundations, and of having juſtice to run 
down like a river, and judgment like a mighty ſtream, 
made ſome to think that'the fitting of the — 
was very neceſſary, and that the delay thereof was dan- 
gerous. Another of the complaints was, the employin 
and putting in of wicked men into places of power 
truſt, in judicatories and armies z which' vas juſt, and 
very rational to complain of, conſidering” the hurt and 
detriment which they (many of them having been in- 
ſtruments of the late perſecution) might do, "when they 
_ {aw opportunity to put it in execution. | 
the mean time, an invaſion from Ireland was "OY 
ed for, and malignants at home were beginning to be 
briſk, who it was feared were carrying on a plot, which 
afterward might break out. 


In this. complaining and recling * our General 
Meeting conveened at Doauglac, March 27th, * 
The Meeting being modelled, and prayer ended, I | 
reds a Letter from lord Ang $ regiment preſented nd | 

And Mr. Shields having drawn up a Petition to be 
nw in to the Parliament by the Societies, it was brought 
to, and read at this Meeting. After the reading there- 
of, and ſpeaking to it a little, it was enquired at every 
one of the Meeting if they agreed therewith, and that it 
ſhould be given in to the Parliament. All of them for 
themſelves, (except two ar three) were in the affirma- 
tive. And ſome of them had the mind of their Societies 
for it 7. . 
5 pate Yes H hh 2 8 13 
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0 1 The Reader FEY not * as at this 6 theiy' were ſa 
few agaioft it, 'acd ſo many afterward, ſince the thing was ow 
id them, and many had bot conſidered the import of it, viz. 
that it was an ownrirg, and acknowledgiag of theſe men "#5 the 
lawful repreſenta.i ires of the nation, "_e e PL of 1 
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18 tiny q nere e., 
— 2 of their 
— Aud :forne to ſubfetibe i before parting of 
dbl Merting, and che reſt afterwards at a Meeting at 
| Lexdbills,-upon'the ' —1 6f April. Hut fome fearing 
that the ſubſeribing it by a dae mou be reckon- 
ed too hafty, md might 3 8, were for the 
feveral correſ getting copies thereof, that ſo 
as many of the Societies as could be got᷑ to ether the 
week following might hrar the ſame read, and after ma- 
ture deliberation, and confideration thereof, might (if 
they agreed weren condeſcend upon fome men to 
——— Leadhills, and in their name to fubſeribe it. 

Accerdingly feveral copies of it were written, and nn. 
* 1 the Societies ſaw it. 


8 of the Fechten follows, 


— 1 
ScorLAND, and Remanent of Members of the High > 
Grit of- Parliament, —The Humble Pet: tion of the 


+ PEnRIECOTRD rant a en end Southern 
Shires 
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Arge a 


ONE in tho e Aube more < obliged to 
make thankful acknowledgments of the mercy of 
E. late Revolution and change of government; than we, 
Who had the largeſt ſhare of the Fiſerics of that bon- 
Age thefe nations thereby are delivered from. We had 
never indeed great intereſts in the world to loſe, and we 
vever thought atry thing too dear to be expended for ad- 
| Herenge to "he let point of truth or duty bound upon 
our conſciences by the word of God, or any part of the 
churehẽꝭs eſtabliſhed Reformation, in Doeoine, Worlkip, 
ſins, 0 Seer. | 


I I 
"0 . >> o - . vs * But 
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- a forfavlted their right to be ſuch ** being ei es aAive per: | 
Fon, or aiders, and aſſiſters of fach, and worn to be ſo; 
2 22 oft "there had gbjured rhe Covenants and Reformation, 
5 yet, there * de evidence of their repentagce, but the 
| E Therefore after delibe tation they judged anlawfc), 
3 untea fonable to pe Par ſuch men for the redreſſing of their 
rieyances, or to expect that they would now as 6b or ted 
1ntegrate the Covenznted Reformation, who had been ſo actite 
is deltroying, ſuppte ſhag, and lubverting the ſame. 


_ jugs; intercommunings, chac 
ties of Wants — — tortures, 
and fpilling of: dur bid. Sametimes undes 1 — | 
law, ſometines without all colone of law for youtons - 
. formity withiprelacy, non · fubnniſfion to intolerabie im- 
poſit ions on ourfrenterences,”and'our teſtimonies ain 
the late ufurpations of the 42 reigns, their ecelefis” 
aſticdapremacy;- and boundleſs tolerations, prerogative, 
and abſolute power, as the kingdom is not ignorant 6e 
So the repreſentation of our grieyances, which we . 
in readineſs to give, will in ſome meaſure manifeſte 
Nor is it the leaſt of the great — wollune! - | 
reaped by their-preſent Majeſties aſcending the thront, 
. we have not anly the liberty of caſe from 
theſe grievances, but of acceſs to repreſent; them, it be. 
ing now declared to be the ſubjects right to a 
which was before accounted treaſon : This doth 'give-us- 
confidence, and our conſcience lays upon us the nœceſſity 
of addreſſing your Honours with chis „ 2 
tition, humbly: vepreſenting that not only our 
continued grievances are not-redrefied (whereby wed 
and expectations of many thouſands founded 
princely promiſes of his Majeſty's declaratlons, e 8. 
pulations of the claim of right, at his acceptance of the! 
crown, have hitherto been fruſtrated) but alſo ſeveral. 
new grievances are multiplied, by the ſeveral adjourn _ 
ments of the Feen, ſa oonenating: and diſcou+ | 
raging to all. 
1, We therefore cannot but with many lean 
Plain that our longing, and languiſhing expectations and 
deſires of redreſs. of grievances are not  Catiafied, but, ftitÞ 
| Poftyoned and delayed by the frequent adjournmentsof 
Parliaments, to the danger and detriment of his Majeſ- 
ty's intereſt, to the advantage and advancement of the 
deſigns of the common adverſaries, to the diſcc 
ment of che moſt faithful and conſtant ſubjects and 
friends of the common cauſe, and the ſtumbling of mas 
ny others, who are thereby confounded with diſmal ap- 
prehenſions and jealouſies, leſt theſe delays may prove 
deſigned diſappointments, | which we believe is far from 
his Majeſty's intentions; we therefore humbly requeſt 
that there may be more en until 3 
oy Tognoſced and reqrefſed, - * Ke 
2. * 
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"itn We complain, though Prelacyi or e govert 

2 Biſhops be gholiſhed; = f 
_ gruel acts and edicts of Parliament and council, 

made in favours thereof, and preſſing conformity there- 
inte, and for ſu Preſbyterial gonernment are 
not repealed. We therefore petition that Preſbyterian 
government may be reſtored and redintegrated in its pu- 
ritxi freedom and full power, as it was;eftabliſhed in the 
veur 1649 3 the church and ftate-conftitutions there- 
aperit:be - revived, and all acta of parkament.or council 
againſt the Covenants and work of re 


fuſions, are in many n in he peaceable 
poſſeſſion of their intruſions, and others of late intrud- 
ed againſt the will of the pariſhes, and notwithſtanding 
of their oppoſition, for very little acceſſion to which 
ſome have been long kept in priſon ; while many Preſby- 
terian miniſters, long extruded and Perſecut are not 
reſtored to any ſettlement, 

We therefore ſupplicate that a full and — General 
Afﬀembly be called and appointed, conſiſting of Preſby- 
terian miniſters, according to the old 3 1 3 to 
arder church- affairs, and inquire into public ſcandals, 
with power to depoſe, ſuſpend, depriye or remove the 
foreſaid intruders from the churches, by the authority 
wherewith Chriſt hath veſted them; and to provide for 
the planting of all the churches and Preſbyteries with 
able and faithful miniſters; and all this ph: p54 the pains: 
einy, and with the ſanction of civil authority, 

4. We complain, though Prelacy be aboliſhed, yet 
its foundations and fountains, the old uſurpations of F- 
raſtian ſupremacy and patronages, are nat yet aboliſhed, 
whereby a door is kept-apen for the re- introduction of 
all cornaptions, innovations, defections and diviſions in 
the church, and for the magiſtrate's encroaching upon 
the prerogatives of Jeſus Chriſt, the only Head and King 
of the church, and the liberties of the church, his free 
kingdom. 

We therefore earneſtly beſeech, that acts may be paſ- 
ſed, delivering the church from the bondage of patro- 
mage ; | reſtoring to her the privilege of the n of 


Ein ere I 


Fupremaey, with all ev . 
ere 


ate ase rde flowing from 
i eccleſiaſtie — tr the late toleratiangives 
by virtue of power, and conveyed bx Repping - 
2 * the pull 1 penal laws, be ther#difanull 
e contraty h tete 
„ We complain, that our national covenants, Shack 
we avouch te be of indifpenſible: obligation, have been 
very long abuſod and trampled upan, to the aſtoniſhmem 
of all nations that have heard of the unparalleled break, 
ing of them, burning of them, enacting them by.law. to 


eee. 1680. 4 ; 


be renounced n bored and making it crimmab te 


own them; while many other gontratictory enſnaring 
oaths, teſts and bonds, have dess MPT vpoq pho 
ple's confeiences; 
We therefore kumbly mae to you Montes that 

acts of parliament may be pee condetaning theſe un- 
lawful impoſitions of the late contrary oaths, and vindi- 
cating 2 approving theſe reproached covenants; and 
that your Honours may be pleaſed to think upon fome 
expedient courſe for the renewing, of the fame, the ad- 
miniſtration" of the way and order of ng NE 
General-Afembly, Tex 
6. We complain of the continuance of our ſallevings SE; 
to this day, even in this reviving in our bondage, while 
the cauſes of our and our brethren's ſufferings, eſpecial» 
ly our active endeavours to defend our lives, religion and 
liberties, againſt tyranny and unjuſt violence, are re- 
proached, and declared (by yet ſtanding laws) to have 
been rebeltion. Acts of forfaultries and donetories of 
Eſtates are yet ſtanding unrepealed, and. the unjuſt poſ- 
ſeſſdrs yet keeping them from the right owners. Many 
ot our brethren are yet in ſervitude in foreign lands 

whither they were baniſhed ; while in the mean time our 
enemies, and the enemies of the king and kingdom ap- 
prehended or diſcovered in rebellion againſt the preſent 
government, are indemnified, and ſuffered to eſcape 
juſtice, and thereby emboldened to go on in their con. 
ſpiracies. 

We therefore, with all fubmiſſion, bunstigd intreat 
your Honours, in order to our relief from our ſafferings; 
to repeal theſe wicked laws that enacted them, and re- 
ſcind theſe acts that branded our lawful èndeavours with 
| fo odious a character; and that your Honours may take 


ſome RY and effectual courſe to reſcind theſe acts of 
EY 7 e 


Fiat nnn nen, 
ene nd Beings ber eee e ee eee 
veforihation, aud to-cavuſe reſtitution de made of eſtates 
und ines, ei to their proper andYphreous- owners; 
- andre omecomideration of the; widdw and: children 
—_ of theſe that have ſuffered unto death in Golds or ſcaf. 
folds, or who have did in their tbanifſhment, or ſuch 
h hate loſt law. ſultꝭ becauſe they had not acceſs to, 
er durſt not uppear in their vn via ication and defence 
for the hazard ofthe mes; and that ſome way may be 
| thought upon for the relief and bringing home of thoſe 
that are yer alive in theirbarfiſhment ;- and in the mean 
time that in theſe and the like particulars: old ſufferers 
= ONTO ore as preſent rebels be indem 
Ai eee menen, eee 
7. We complain, that though His Majeſty's declara- 
tion from this kingdom, took notice of many evil coun- 
ſellors, that had been the inſtruments of all theſe miſ- 
_ chiefs he came to deliver us from; and upon their crimes 
founded both the equity and expediency of his laudable 
expedition, yet not only many of theſe grievous to the 
nation, becauſe they were ſworn tools of tyranny, for en- 
flaving them and ſupplanting their Überties, and bigotted 
enemies to Preſbytery, are admitted to public truſt and 
employed in the affairs of the kingdom, to the endanger- 
dug our religion and liberties, and of undermining and 
detraying the King's intereſt; but even many of the 
murderers of our brethren are both connived at, and en- 
couraged, and entertained in places of power and truſt, 
in court, country, army, and ſupreme judicatories. 
For the which cauſe, with all reſpect to many noble 
Lords and worthy Gentlemen that have their deſerved 
place in this preſent parliament, We are conſtrained in 
conſcience to take the boldneſs to proteft againſt all, of 
what quality ſoever, that fit in that judicatory, as repre- 
ſentatives in the fupreme Eouncil of the kingdom, who 
have been, and are evil counſellors, diſaffected to the 
government, malignant enemies to the covenanted re- 
formation 4, cruel perſecutors of the godly owning the 
fame z and eſpecially fuch as have been criminally acceſ- 
ſory to the ſhedding the innocent blood of our brethren 


3s 
"oY 


to 


that died as martyrs for adhering thereunto. 
DB We therefore, in all humility and earneſtneſs, ſuppli- 
l cate, obteſt and beſeech your Honours, in your witdom 


I Many then, and ſome yet think that this comprehenSed 3i- 
moſt the whole. | - : 


A e 10 1 Polen, 16 


provide domt T Y 55 0 
of your noble, Foy | oy 9 
out of capacity of dotn 
country 2 and armies, | 
tyranny, ali of out late 9 * whom the p 
ſent King declared in his declaration, and who 
their àverſeneſs, ts admit preſeht Majeſty to the 
throne. For we. can never” 
trayed our laws and tobbed us of our privileges under. 


- 


lieve, that they who. he- | 


0 
e 
3 br. 
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the laſt reign, will ever adminiſter juſtice * do us any. 


good under the t government. e cannot but 
be always in fears, "While, we remain in the bands of our, 


old oppreſſors, in whoſe conduct and adminiſtration, -we. 


could never ſee any thing but rage, and rapine, and un - 


juſt violence. . 
Finally, We requeſt and crave of 2 Honours that 
we may 228 liberty in due time, according to courſe of 
law, to impeach thoſe that murdered our brethren in 
the fields without all raceſs or ſhadow of law, as is tak-, 
en notice of 1 * ajeſty's declaration for this king- 
dom ; and as the cry thereof did call His Majeſty to ap- 
pear tor our relief? 0 it ſtill continues to cry for ven- 
geance ; and Almighty God, to whom it belongs, craves. 
of your Honours to ſee to the purging of the land from... 
blood, which cannot be otherwiſe * than I the, 
blood of them that ſhed it. | 


May i it pleaſe, your er to conſider the premiſes, 
and to take ſuch meaſures in ſatisfying theſe our 


bumble deſires, backed with the importunate cries of- 


many thouſands of the beſt ſubjects of the nation, 


that God may be glorified, religion encouraged, the 
peace and proſperity of the church promoted, their _ . 

Majeſties throne eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, che 

ple be happy under their goverment, and the 

| 7 delight to dwell among us. And your Peti- 


tloners ſhall ever pray, Dc. 


Subſcribed i in our-name, and by commiſſion from, and 
at the defire of many others of the ſame ſentiments with. 


qurlelves, by 25 —— 


Uron the morrow the meeting conveened again,— . 


where the petitiog was read. Any who had freedom to 
| $21 _ tub» 


— 
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ir in order to ſend ſome to 
ſeride it in their name; as alſo, theſe for the tles 


3 * 
* * Rt 
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| iy . were deſired to do it. e pr" 
men fubſcribed the fame in the name of the ſocieties 
th! ire of Air, and ſome in the overward 
Ln did it in their own name. But thefe repre 
g the forietics of Renfrew, and'the Ewart of 
dale,(fome of whom having no clearneſs themſelves, 


8 ; nor 8 from their ſocieties for ſubſcribing i it, did 


it not) were defired to let their ſocietics ſee and conſider 
next week, to ſub- 


In Galloway,” Nchfdale and Anand 


le e in the like 
ſtanees, were deſirec to let t 


K &icads ſee it, in 


| order to ſend ſome to the Lead-hitls to ſubferibe it. 


The next meeting was appointed to de zt Douglas, 
the firſt Wedneſday of June, Bat in cafe of extraordi. 


' nary emergents, as an invaſion of rhe Irithes or French, 


ſome at Edinburgh were to appoint n ſooner, and ac- 


Juaint their friends therewith. he 

The night before i was a n, that a Letter 
mould wy. wrizten in the name voting to Lord An- 
guss regiment ; which was Hobs Fa the ſanie was read 


that day. It was agreed upon t ſent with ſome ad- 
_— and Michael Shields was 1 Saw to write it over 
in with the ſame, fubſcribe it in their name, and ſend 
"to the — whje ; which Was e, done: the | 


W_— „ 88 


18-7 2; 5 ee Mer FL 1699. 


Dear Py 


| W. received * Leber Albeit the ſcruples and 


heſitatious do yet remain, which many of us had 
concerning the regiment. from the very firft raiſing there- 
of, occaſioned by the admiſſion of mali wicked, 
11d profane men into the army, (the cor prions where- 
of itill. increaſe) and ſome of them taken in amongſt 
yourſelves z and though we ſtill fear the ſiy ſnare, and 


Auanger of ſinful affociatioiis;; yet we defire to ſympathize 
with you, and to keep correfpondenee with you, in ſo 


far as may be for your edification and advantage, and 


may not ſtrengthen your hands, nor involve garfelves in 


any ſinful courſe, that ye arc, or nay be after ward in- 
{nared in- 


According to your deſire, we take this opportunity 


to uſe ſome freedom, yet ye hope, and intreat you will 


take 


Jn . 


- * — 


4, 


We would not 
| makes 3 prot 


for redreſſi ievances in church and ate. 
ni ur dee 
. ſocieties. ack in private pray 
is withthe bao 


| 2 more ſtrict, zeatons 


(clves, or. with. others, and from 2 
often occafigns theſe unmanl 5 vnchri | age (co 

Forbear, aud 7 one anot ee of a rene” 
"ſd but of a göſpel-Ipirit. 


hear of the cxtrayagances committed by * ot on N- 
pon the King's birth-day, November laſt, 9 75 
which hath gone much abroad, whereby: 3 your * 


Loh? ot een : pun Tos i. 
b ad | — 1 infites 


91 9 efixe you w 


but in a at tothe of. your p os 
4 e thereo 2 5 a 
get and keep. places as. not ye tg 

up arms, it was rather Le to oy N 
capacity to witneſs and wreſtle againſt corru | 
army, and to endegyour in your capacity to W 0 


We earneſtly requeſt ye would keep up your 


that the Lord will bleſs you and 7 le 
of the times and our own duty. If ye grow nd 
remiſs in ſecret prayer and. public wi ye hae 

ground to fear, | . mos iy | 
day of battle. Conſider under w 


been i 8 
Small faults f in you are more heinous, ang 


_ hurt than ip others ; and wherever ye . 
gour light ſhine before man, and have no felloiſhip with - 
the unfr uit ful works of darkneſs, but rather AE | 
them, both in yourſelves and others. Forbear 

things to which ſoldiers are much addicted. . 

ye be not led into temptation, but, delivered from 

Abſtain from ſinful and ſcandatous games, as cards, & 

c. the firſt of which we hear ſome of you are gviky 
of, which, is nat a little wounding tq us. 


daels, and ,-quarreling; either among 
fighting, d 2 ong e. 


et . 


ro | 


t was.not a little wounding, 28 well as {urpriſ 


brethren vere offended, and the wicked confirmę 
hardened in iheir practice, we hope ye are ach * 
ving anniverſary days as well as we, and chat 8 


mourn for what ye have done. n+ 
We wittr that ſome amongſt you may fee 4s evil of 
their unconcernedneſs at hearing of the ſcruples, diſ- 


12 cou g- 3 
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_ -evuragements and perplexities which many tender friends 
aud zealous Chriſtians had at the on E and continu- 
 Ingoftheregiment ; and albeit we deſire all irritatin 

— Untender 1 or writing may be forborne, yet, ſes 
3 WE" neither -could, nor can go. on in the regiment, 
' conſidering the evil and danger of ſinful affociati. 
= 5 to free ourfelves from partaking in the guilt of 

we beſdech and obteft you, that ye may re- 
2 Lord's ſtrength not to continue in arms un- 
45 it be for the glory of God, and the carrying on, and 
> e of reformation. Let not the flatteries and in- 

755 52 *Yhintations, nor the frowns and thredtenings of men, ſo 
| "prevail, as to draw or drive you unto, or make you con- 
timue in any fe for diſſonant . e with 
the noble cauſe r which m 2 ormerl contend. 
0 and ſuffered. re! * { 

We wiſh-ye may be endued with true and kbly zeal, 
and boldneſs; without fear or ſhame to Woucl the own- 
of the former and preſent teſtimony. Reckon it no 
lfcredit, but _ honour to be called dovenanters. In 
ſtudy a ener funableto nr Raue 
the defignation, © | 
As for your 0 and de ghd ud en 

of you art ſo li os it, and we cannot tee it expedient 

at prefent, — — what a profane and malignant ar- 
n (for the moſt part is in that) land) to join with, the 
conduct ye behoved to come under, and the bad ſtate 
2 the cor and quarrel ye would have to fight for, and 


great danger this land is, or auf be in very fud- 
eg. * 


We are n to hear of your reſoketiont not to 
come under the conduct of lieutenant general Douglas. 
We think ye ought to refuſe to come under the fame at 
all hazards, and to ſhew your diſlike of employing him, 
or any fach in the army. We deſire you'll repreſent 
to the Parliament the uſage you met with Dunkel, that 
the ſame may be enquired into, and that it, and other 
- grievances may be heard and redrefſed: | 
You may remember, at the raiſing of the regiment it 
— thought convenient that there ſhould be elders and 
*# feffion in it, to exhort and reprove for faults; and that 
 faſt-days ſhould be appointed and obſerved among you : 
the omiffion of theſe things is unpleaſant. Not deſiring 
Dy trouble you further, we remain | 
” Tur digg n ond rg 7 
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Acconv ue to the ent of the Gen. hs. 


1 


1 ing, ſeveral perſons cams. to the Lead- hes th, 
ſome of whom ſubſcribedithe petition to thę Fax 
but ſome were againſt” that way of ſubſcribing We 


and would have had more in it, 8 25 * 12 "= 
Mr. Lin in! undertook to =, "ne; to rele! 

ed.to the Parliament; and he coming to A burg A- 
ter adviſing with ſome perſons there, f. was thou t 
convenient to give it in to a member of the, Par! | 
to be by him preſented to them. 80 it was delivered to | 
Sir John Monro of Foulis, who was not only a member ; 

of the parliament, hut of the committee for the church, © 2 
He ſeveral times offered it to the faid committees | 
'who —, —-.. — — — — —-t 

At the foreſaid Place and day, Mr. Lining — 

elders drew u the cauſes o f a Fn to be obſerved upon | 
the rar © ug which bebe nnn Y 
lation and pray 8 af 

1a Becauſe of the en fins of all.ranks, viz. 
of the king, 8 7 inferior judicatories, church, 
army, and people, In e for all the fay 
vours God hath ew | Car the land, yet its 8 
tires in the ſtate, e done little for the glory of God — — | 
and the legal eſtabliſhment of the covenanted reforma . 
tion of religion, 3d!ly, Becauſe, though the army be 

_ raiſed up for the defence of religion. as well as bog 
yet many of them are found grolly guilty of bein 

enemies to the power and purity xr religion. 4thly, R. 

cauſe, though the Lord by his diſpenſations be calling all 

of us to Tepehitance, yet there is much impenitency un-. 

der former defections and ſcandals, both in miniſters and 
people, and here we would pray for a down- pouring J 
the Spirit of repentance upon both, that God might have 8 
his . and his church might find {INEXTF' 5thly, The 5 


uncon- 


4 KH re Mich. Shields doth not relate how contempwovſly this 
petition was by the committee rejected, and as this commilltee. 
were accounted among the beſt affected to religion in that per» 
liament, ſo it now appeared, that theſe people were not — 
ed who expected no redreſs of grievances from ſuch men as hed 
| lo * invobved in the evils co.nplained of. 


* 2 
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8 © Account of We Ter; 1690. 
arne e den coltbigrion 
of papiſts and malignant zt hore, and with the diſtrefs 
_ Ireland now 47 dne rom theſe, and to pray that 
enen ite; and make us more to know our 
duty towards that diſtreſſed church of Ireland. 


At d#rx the ground of fag people's complaints, vis, 
- The ſevcrabadhburoments of nen, oy removed, 
© when this enen did fit don, whe cby they were put 
in hopes of getting grieyinces redrdfſe vet the want of 
France of fome things, and in ſuch 2 manner, made 
Toine of them to remain; eſpecially the putting and keep. | 
ins of quaiiy in public truff, who were malignants, and 
falke cted to religion ; and the not bringing to condign 
E theſe among their hands who deſerved it, 
rt ſetting them at liberty, And the ſettling of church 
overninent, as in the year 1592, and not as it was in 
r the years 1648, and 1649, gave occafion of diſcon- 
tent, and complaint. At the beginning of this ſeſſion of 
Parliagnent the names of court and club party were very | 
great ; yet afterward, . ne club party taking in known 
malignatits, iffto their cabal, made them leſs eſteemed, 
and ſeyerals fell off from them, ſo that the court party 
had the greateſt ſway, The Highlanders being defeated 
at Cromdale, made the malignants in the Parttament mort 
Faint than before, and tho this victory was very remark- 
' ble, and ſeveral priſoners taken at it, and ſome after- 
wards, yet none were hrought to condign puniſhment, 
which heightened the complaints of many and leflened 
the authority of the government, ſo that the enemies 
thereof did not ſo regard or fear its power, as otherwiſe it 
JJ 8ʃdà! 


Ir this time when ſome were pleaſed and others were 
diſpleaſed with matters both in church and ſtate; Our 
General Meeting met at Douglas, June 4th, 1690, where 
jt was agreed upon that the covenants as renewed at Leſ- 
makagow March 3d, 1689, ſhould be printed, and twen- 
ty pounds ſterling was to be given for printing 2000 co- 
pies, and Colin Aliſon was appointed to wait upon the preſs, 

Upon the conſideration that ſhortly there would be a 
General Meeting of miniſters, and thereafter a General 
Aſſembly, it was thought fit that the Meeting ſhould 
deliberate upon what was their duty in reference there- 
unto. And it was reſolved that a Paper ſhould be writ- 

; — 1 ten 
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| Cenetal Meeting; Ju: $67 H 40 49 I 4 
abſcribed, and given ino the miniſters containing 1 

Fo NN of our grievances, wherein. we might be 
free, ſhewing, the grounds of our: former withdrawing 

from them, with our earneſt deſire of union at th time, 
upon good terms ; Alſo, to contain 4 Proteſtation 2s 
gainſt defeclions; "for drawing up of which pa ve 
men were nominate that were W in che 15 
VIZ» James Wilſon, : + Willi Ir (Nel x 
— and Michael St elk Likewiſe for the 
forefid end, it was defir ed Xe Sir Nobert Hamilton, | 
Carlſt own, William Stewart, \ Mack, Archibal Hun- 
ter, and John Campbel ſhould be acquainted there with: 
Which perſons were all to conveen 45 Douglas upon the 
ag 0 5 E, in order to drs w vp eee 
the ſai 
The Mccting was defired to. Acura "their Societies 
with this concluſion, and that correſpondence ſhould 
meet, and after deliberation, draw up their mind con- 
cerning it, and what TY would have in the ſaid paper. 
Pak. paper being dra it was to be ſent to E. 
dinburgh to our miniſters that x 38g. Mb might reviſe the fame, 
And they with conſerm, were to appoint the time ofthe 
next General Meeting and ſend. advertiſement thereof, 
with ſome copies of the paper that the Societies might 
N en PE. ang: to * n 


ting. 
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Acces bine to the appointment of the laſt OA 
Fleeting ſome perſons conveened at Douglas, upon the 
16th of June, — not all who were acquainted tkhere- 
with, as was deſired. 
At night Sir Robert Hamilton came, and gave ſome 
reaſons (firſt verbally, and then in writing) why. he could 


not accept of their commiſſion, che [evan which ſhall 
be here uferted. 


Dotiglas, June 16th, 16 
Chal Friends, | hats ow 
1 I have not freedom to xccopt of, or 2 
fiſt in your late commiſſion to me, yet for the 
eoueration of my own = copfriences the tender Tae 
owe 


8 Here they again return to their former project. ſor unioo, 


ut it is now grown aut off. Hen toappoiat Falt-days by the 
Geral Mzedegs. 


12 all; Ne eee ker 
the Lord, to the utmoſt of my poor capacity; od 
eſteem and affection, I Hope, I juſtly bear to Ulery of 


_ * 


u, and for the further vindication of truth, when cal: 
*thereunto, I came to the Place appointed notwith- 


ftanding of bodily lndiſpoſition, and other difficulties i in 


way, and gave ſome reaſohs both of my refuſing your 
offs 45 ſitting witk ſome of tho perſons dele- 


Bite, which, T hope will ſave me ffom'the miſtakes of a- 
uy 5 nat prejudy ved, andExoner, and vindicate mie at the 
-hands'o 


theſe who, I'hope may be firgly aiming at the 
glory of God, and labouring to tread again in the good 
Sid þ paths; as alſo, fave me hereafter from any ſuch trou- 
ble at your hands, while matters are ſo managed and car- 


ried on by you. For which cauſes I have judged it ir, 


here to inſert the reaſons of my declining, which I gave 
in verbally to your delegates, athich are as followeth. 
1. I cannot accept this commiſſion, as from the 
Greet Meeting being from a mixt company, part of 
whom are engaged in, and many active in carrying on 


the late courſes of defection, a part of which are ſpecified 


in that Proteſtation I formerly gave ini writing to Mr. 
Shields and Mr. Lining, at the Meeting. 

2. Becauſe reſtricted by this commiffion to Socle⸗ 
ty papers, coming from men of various qudgments, 


kf practices, both as to what is the teſtimohy of the 


day, and the ſtating and managing of it, and fo it is folly 
to expect a faithful teſtimony” to be had from amongſt 


them. 


4. Becauſe ſome of theſe altegated? are not only of 
contrary ſentiments, but have been, and ſtill are actise in 
carrying on the late deſeCtions. 
4. Becauſe Meſſrs Shields, Lining and Boyd, are not 
included amongſt theſe miniſters whoſe defections are to 


be proteſted againſt, while as much, if not mort, guilty 
in the late detections than they. 


5. Becauſe it is concluded that thefe forechentioned 
men, were to reviſe the proteſtation before it be given in. 

6. Becauſe there is not due time given to deliberate 
on matters of ſuch conſequence, neither to conſult God 
in it, nor the faithful in the land, nor our own conſci- 
ences, as to our acceſſion in the provocation, Wc. 

This being what I ſpoke to the delegates. 

| 4 am Joper real friend in the Lord, 


by | ROBERT HAMILTON. 
Ts, 0 
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b return again ; Upon the thorryw more Tame, a nd = 
there! were the draughts of two papers read; and likew! — 
ſome Vitle papers from correſpondences: contai SES 3 
ceptions againſt.many tmalxiſters, After ſome Jebites and © 
(liberation; there was a thort minute drawn up contains. : 

ing, not only ſome of thoſe things which gave us ground 1 
to withdraw formerly from many minifters; but LY -3 
what is e to us th their Soak at * | E 
copy | whereof tolloweth. 2 | 


"roche: * G * 


W 4 particulars wich Save vs end to ate, = 
from many miniſters, £-5% 9 


— 


2g Joining Lich Neeber, 251 lad aig of Fiithics; 
ith, Acepting of indulgences, and juſtifying that prac- 
tice. 30%, Lying by from duty in time of danger, and 
cles preachl , ht diſcovering the fins and ſnares, 
of the time. athly, ot joining with the faithful miniſters. 
that appeared pubüchy for the cauſe of Chriſt, but con- 
demming theit endeavdurs and reproacked ſufferers. 551 
Some taking oaths and bonds. 62hly, Accepting be . 
and addrefſing for the toleration: ' 7h, Owning, prays. 
mg, and pleading for the authorit of tyrants, and u- 
ſurpers, and condemning theſe who: aig. dilown the, 
lane. IEA 

© Some things which are dilatisfying to us at prefan:”' ; 

1. Nor confeſſing and condemuning theſe above writ-, 
ten defeftions. 2: Not pleading for, nor mentioning 
of the covenants, in their addrefles tothe King and Par- 
lament, that the land hath broken them, and that they 
are yet binding. 3. Not minding people of their form- 
er backflidings. . 4. Admitting ſome fo be elders who 
had taken the teſt, and are guilty of other groſs ſcandals. 
5. Not preaching againſt the fin and ſnare of ſinful aſ- 
ſociation with malighants, and not diſcovering the dan- 
ger of bringing them into judicatories and armies. 6: 
Not ſignifying their diſlike of the King and Quert $6 in- 
volvement into the fin and danger of defending and 
maintaining the church of England. = Admitting of 
tcandalous perſons to the ſacraments. 8. Some plcad-" E 
ing for the keeping in of ſome prelatic curates., g. Or- 
daining ſome to be miniſters who had taken the telt. 

We onght alſo to ſhow 6ur diſſatisfaction with the de- 
fectiveneſs of the act eſtabliſhing the church  $overne, 
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Year, 1690. 
It was reſolved that copies of this Paper ſhould be 
ſhewed to correſpondencies; and a copy thereof, with 
a Letfer ſent to Mr. Alexander Shields, defiring him to 
draw the Paper (enlarging the particulars in the minute) 
that is to be given in to the miniſters. The Letter was 


- 


immediately written and ſent to Mr. Shields. 


The next General Meeting was appointed at Douglas, 


- Auguſt 13th, 1690. 


As it was feared that papiſts and malignants were car- 
rying on a wicked plot, which might break out unexpec- 


tedly, ſo the ſame was found true; for one of a de 


reach, and large-extent, was diſcovered in England, in 
which many of the three kingdoms were concerned, and 
ſome were ſuſpected to to have a hand in it of whom bet- 


ter things were expected, viz. Some of the club party, 


who not long before made a great noiſe. The chief of 
them, as, the earl of Anandale, lord Roſs, (who going 


to London, was taken, and impriſoned in the Tower) 


and Skelmorlie returned from the Parliament, which did 
b Le: 
Several acts paſt therein which tended to the ſettling 
and allaying the diſcontents and complaints, which be- 
fore were great. Nevertheleſs not a few remained, and 
the ground whereupon they were founded was not re- 
moved. But notwithſtanding, the ſaid plot was diſco- 
vered, ard the deſigns of enemies fruſtrated, and tho' 
King William got a notable victory over King James and 
His cut-throat Iriſhes and Frenches, in Ireland, yet the 
Highlanders (accuſtomed. to rob) brake out again ſpoil- 
ing and plundering in Monteith, and other places, which 
alarmed the country. 'Fo prevent which, it was order- 
ed the Fenſible men in the Weſt ſhould rendevouze. 
Whereupon a great number appeared in arms, and came 
to Glaſgow, but the rebels returned, As for the Socie- 
ty people, many of them appeared in arms alſo, with © 
others, but this occaſioned ſome debates among them, 


for though they counted it their duty to oppoſe the e- 
_ nemy, yet they demurred to affociate with many of the 


country. 


Ov General Meeting conveened at Douglas, Auguſt 


13th, when it was expected that the paper to be given 


in to the miniſters would be ready to be ſeen, but Mr. 


Shields being in the Highlands, with the regiment, oc- 
1 | | caſioned 


" Con hn: 22 2505, 7600 4 : 


caſioned the hindrance of it at this time, as alſo the 


{hould reviſe Leſmahagow-work before it was printed. 
At this time there was a queſtion ſtarted and enquir- 
ed particularly at all the members of the- Meeting, viz. 
Whether thay thought it fitteſt to ſignify to the miniſters 
in that paper to be given in to them, that unleſs they 
confeſſed and condemned all theſe defections they were 
guilty of, they would not join with them; or to leave it 
out? 5 The whole Meeting, except three, were for leav- 
ing it out, being defirous to know the miniſters mind as 
to theſe things, before they poſitively acquainted them 
whether they would join, or not: for they thought al- 
beit they were not particular therein, yet they could not 
ſee that thereby any obligation was lad upon them to u- 
nite. Which Paper, when drawn up by Mr. Shields, 
the Meeting deſired copies thereof to be ſent to Correſ- 
pondencies, to the end that they might ſee and conſider 
the ſame: And ſend theip: mind ve Ke It $6 the next 
General Meeting. 
Ihe next Ginerat Aeg was ee to 5 at 
Douglas upan the laſt Wedneſday of nn | 


AlRELT 2 party of the rebels were defeated in che 
North, and another near Cardroſs, by a party of Ang- 
us's regiment, and ſome horſe; yet they appeared again, | 
conſiſting for moſt part of horſe, having eneouragement 
both from abroad, and at home. However not long af- 
ter they all ſcattered. | 
The Parliament canes again, but did not ſit long, 
neither did they much of conſequence, except laying on 
fourteen ſhillings Scots upon every hearth in the king- 
dom, ſa ve hoſpitals, and the houſes of thoſe living on 
charity. At this many were diſpleaſed. 
After the Parliament roſe (being adjourned to the 
22d of October) the commiſſion of Parliament for fore- 
faulteries and fines, did fit, as alſo- the commiſſion for 
viſitation of Univerſities, c. who put off ſeveral of the 
Regents, and all the Profeſſors, doctors, and Principals 
of the Colleges of 8 Glaſgow, and St. An- 


drews. : ey 
Kkka Ar 


0 $41. chief occafion of this 1 is diſappoĩin- ed yet no 
a ys, 


printing of the Covenants, Cc. as it was deſſred he A 


i 08. 1þ, 1690," 
c che laſt Meeting! this General Meeting was aps 

_ 1 the laſt Wedneſday of Sept. 
But-im i Mr Shields being longer in coming to 
Bainburgh than was erpected, there was- not time e- 
nung to qravrup the Paper forefaid, before the Meet- 
ang: 8 it was thought. nt to delay it eighi days, arid 
adertiſement heręof to be ſent to the country (with ſome 
copies of the Paper) that ſome of our friends might meet f 


Accox pixel upon the ſaid day our General Meet- 
ing conveened at Douglas. — After prayer, Ac, this 
queſtion was a little agitated, concerning hearing theſe 
miniſters who defend their defections, and condemn our 
Former teſtimony But they could not come to any un- 
animous reſolution about it. Wherefore it being laid 
-afide, the miniſters were ſent for, and came in- Ie 
paper to be given in to the miniſters was read: After 
which there were ſome debatings whether or not we 
could petition this enſuing General Aſſembly, ſeems 
* many who would be members, are guilty of theſe things 

whereof we are complaining (ſince this was to fuſtain.a 


| t part of them as judges in their own eauſe, and caſe). 
4 was anſwered ta this purpaſe*, That the conſtitution 
5 | * ee O20. 


I As ta the eonftitotion it hath been aſſerted by many, . and 
offered to be proven, that the greater part of the coaſtituent mem- 
bers were guilty of ſuch ſcandalous compliances, {wearing ſin ful 
and perjurous oaths, Gg. as that by the word of God, and the 

' zAt$ and conſtitutĩons of this church, they were obnoxious to 

church cenfure, And whereas it is ſaid they were not prelimit- 

ed. let K. William's Letter tothe àſſembly dated 43th Feb. 

D de viewed, where it is ſaid, Whereas tbere hath been 

umble ſupplication made to us by ſeveral miniſters, who lately 
ſerved under Epiſcopacy, we bave thought good to fign:fy our 

© Pleaſure to you, that you mtke no diſtinction of men, otherwiſe 

well qualified for the miniſtry, who are willing to join with you 

in acknowledgment: of, and fubmiſhon to the government of 

Church and (tare, thcugh they have formerly conformed to the 

la introducing Epiſcopacy, and that ye give them no difturb- 

- ance for that cauſe, or upon that head. And it is our pleaſure, 
that until we give our ſurther direction, youproceed to no pro- 
ceſs, Cc. and in another Letter, dated June x5th, 1691, be 

. ſhews that they had ſufficiently underſtood his intentions, by 

their nnanimous inclinations, to unite with ſuch of the clergy 
who have ſerved under Epiicopacy, excepting that neither they 

vor any church meeting do meddle id any proceſs, or buſineis 
that may concern the purging out of the Epiſcopal minifters. 

If this was got @ manifell Prelimitation of theie Aſſemblies wy 

; reade 
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of the General | Aſſembly was right, and the members 
no way prelimited, and when fo, we might preſent Sr 
grievances i to them deſiring that they would acknows 
age and condemn defections; and though many uf 
them were guilty of theſe things we complained of, yet 
all were not. But if we ſhould not give in this paper to 
them, what way could we keep up a teſtimony againſt 
theſe gefe@ions s OT NR Bp 
he piper (or- petition) being read over again, and 
ſeveral things helped in it, and ſomewhat added there- 
unto, thereafter this concluſion was agreed unto, That 
copies of the ſame ſhould be written and ſent to the cor- 
reſpondencies, who might conſider it, and ſend two or 
three, or as many of their number as they thought fit, 
to Edinburgh, againſt the 2r{t of October, with power 
from them to ſubſcribe in their name if they agreed 
therewith, ſome of whom might be then and there con- 
deſcended upon to preſent it to the Aſſembly, having a 
commiſſion from the reſt for that effect. | 
Likewiſe theſe perſons who were to meet at Edin- 
burgh, were to appoint the time of the next General 
Ae n. | + 


% 


It was defired that the 14th' of this inſtant ſhould be 
obſerved by our ſocieties a day of prayer and ſupplica- 
tion, that we may be directed aright in managing this 


paper above mentioned ; as alſo, upon the account of 


the General Aſſembly. 


III I. 2411 
Accox pix to the concluſion agreed upon at the 
laſt General Meeting, ſome perſons from ſeveral correſ- 
r met at Edinburgh, upon the 21ſt of October; 
but in regard all were not come who were expected, and 
that ſome were for adding ſomewhat to the paper, à- 
bout which they were met; nothing was done that dax 
ſave the reading of it, and appointing to meet next mor- 


ning at 8 o'clock, | | 


Upon the 22d of October, (more perſons being then 


come, but none from the netherward of Clydeſdale, 


albert 
reader may judge. Accordingly the Aſſembly was obedient to 
the royal mandate, as appears by the letter preſented to them 


by Mr. J. Law and Mr. D. Blair, —fo as that there were hua- 


dreds of tneſe old abjured, perjured, erroneous, ſcandalous, 


© Epiſcopal Curates continued in the peaceable poſſeſſion of char- 


ches and ftipends, without any evidence af their repentance. | 
See Mr. Clarkfon's plaia reaſons, P. 34,——3y9 


46 {Meng ot Edini. Os. - - = 


albeit. two were, choſen or that effect) all bein 
ſome words were altered in the Paper, 18 fome 4 
thereto, as was defired, and ſo. was agreed upon to be 


| . for ſubſcribing W the next day. Upon the 


34 of O ober, after reading it again, it was ſubſcrib., 
Er ſeveral hands in the name of many others, ph 

er ſubſcribing.of this paper, five men, vis. Tho- 
mas Latimer, James Muir, William Swanſton, William 
Woodburn and Robert Cowan. were choſen in name of 
the reſt to preſent it to the Aſſembly, to deſire an an- 
fiwer, aud to uſe diligence therein, of which they were 
| 20 give an account: But in reſpect it might be enquired 
at them, If they had any commiſſion {rom their friends 
for what they did, it was thought neceſſary to write a 
line directed to them z which yas EAT Ars the 
tenor of which follows, 


' To The. Latimer, Jams Muir, Wm. g 265.5" Win. 
Moodburn en cauun. 40 
Cphriſtian and 6 8 Friends, 25. 
EING confident of your care and diligence, - we 
hereby intruſt you with the delivering and preſent. 
Jag of this paper, containing the complaints of many 
Preſbyterian people in ſeveral ſhires of Scotland to the 


reverend Aſſembly; earneſtly deſiring you to ſolicit them 


chat they would be pleaſed to vouchſafe you an anſwer to 


WBI. SPENCE, 


N the ſame, os: 22 by 


Albeit- it was much deſired that the, paper, with all 


: poſlible diligence ſhould be given in to the Aſſembly, 
yet it was thought fit to delay the ſame, until it was 


known what was done with the paper given in to them 
by Meſſrs. Lining, Shields and Boyd. The iſſue of 


Which buſineſs, with the way of managing it is not 
proper here to relate, an account thereof being already 


publiſhed; nevertheleſs it is not unſuitable to mention 


this, That it was very offenſive to many, that the Aſ- 


ſembly by a vote refuſed to read the paper given in to 
them by the foreſaid miniſters, (after hearing the rea- 


ſons by the committee of overtures why it ſhould not be 


read, which indirectly condemned it before the ſame was 


: heard) eſpecially the perſons intruſted with the ſubſcrib- 
ing and in giving of the ſaid YR and ſome others, were 


io 
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n the Aſembly, 1690. 447 
{> offended, that they thought it fit to ſhew their difſas 
tisfaction there with h the Aſſembly, yet not in an ir- 
ritating manner, but with all due reſpett. 
Whereupon a paper was drawn up and ſubſcribed by | 
the five men before · named; a true copy whereof fol- 
wein ee e e e ry 6 If 
To the Maderator and remanent members of this General I 
| Aſſembly. N 
Right Reverend and Honourabley t. 
Dc intruſted by our friends with the delivering | 
to this reverend Aſſembly of a paper containing © 


the complaints of many Preſbyterian people in ſeveral. 
ſhires of Scotland, we have taken this opportunity of 


preſenting the ſame, humbly (yet earneſtly) beſeeching 
. you would be pleaſed to take notice thereof. bn bh 
We are indeed loath to trouble you, as knowing you 


* 


have great and weighty affairs to take up your time; yet 
we hope your wiſdom will ſee ſuch a neceſſity of hearing 
the complaints of a poor people, longing fo 
firous of peace, concord and union in the Lord, as to. 
move you to a diverſion for a little, and take ſome con- 
fideration of what they have to ſay. | 


Right Reverend, The in-giving of it was delayed un- 
til the adjuſting of that buſineſs of Meſſrs. Thomas Li- 
ning, Alexander Shields and William Boyd; the iſſue of 


. Which we expected ſhould have tended much to the heal- 


ing of the breach and compoſing of differences. But 
with all due reſpect and reverence, we kumbly conceive 
that we have gotten one complaint added to theſe we had 
formerly, vis. your not only refuſing to read the repre- 
ſentation given in by Mr. Lining, Mr. Shields, Sc. but 
the voting in Aſſembly not to read it; becauſe (they 
ſay) it doth contain groſs miſtakes, unſeaſonable and im- 
practicable propoſals, and uncharitable and injurious re- 
flections upon godly miniſters, tending rather to kindle 
contentions than to compoſe diviſions. By the mention- 
ing of this, we deſign neither irritation nor reflection; 
but ingenuouſly to lay open before you what grieves us, 
in order to get the ſame removed. Again humbly be- 
ſeeching 
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ſeeching that Jon will bear the ſane) and grant a favous 
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a Aer bse me barges paper as written by Mr. Shields; | 


and corrected and agreed upon by many of the ſpcieties. 


To the Moderator, and remanent manbere i this reverend 
General Aﬀembly.—The complaints and humble Petit: 


on of _ NET people, 12 in n ſeveral ſires f | 
Scotland. 


EEING the Lord in the tiches of kis infinlbe mers 
cy wherein he hath abounded to this generation, 
3 late revolution of providence, far beyond all poſ- 


: able acknowledgments, hath been PR to grant at 


length this long- wanting; and long-withedfor privilege of 
ſeeing a free General Aſſembly of Preſbyterian miniſters | 
gathered and fenced in the name of our Lord Jeſus ; 

we cannot, and muſt not omit this opportunity of apply- 
ing ourſelves thereunto for a redreſs of theſe many grie- 


vauances under which we have groaned thefe many years. 


The chiefeſt, bittereſt, and moſt burdenſom of which, 

(though we have not wanted our ſhare of other burdens 
very heavy) hath been, and yet remains to be, even in this 
plenty, our ſcarcity and famine of gol) pel-ordinances, 
wherein we have languiſhed of a long time, ſighing over 
our ſilent 8abbaths, as ſheep ſcattered without a ſhep- 
herd, fainting for hunger at the head of every ſtreet, 
and panting after the green paſtures and pleaſant wazer- 
brooks of the preached gotpel : And yet ſcarred, and 
made to ſtand aloof from it by the ſtumblings, tentations, 
defections and diviſions of theſe unhappy times paſt ; 
which as it hath been bur greateſt ſorrow, ſo no comfort 
on this fide heaven could be ſo deſir᷑able as to re-enjoy 
and recover again acceſs wiuh clearneſs to pure and power- 
ful goſpel-ordinances, without which we thall never have 


| e day, in the greateſt abundance of all our out- 


ud peace. 


8 11 was, right reverend, a reproach heavy to bear, that 


we were ealled deſpiſers of the goſpel and of the miniſtry 
thereof, 


A Petition fo the Aﬀembly, 1698. 4409 
thereof, which yet, ſo far as we had clearneſs and ac- 
ceſs, e ſought after and followed even upon the hazard 
of our lives, to that no terror of perſeeutors could hin- 
der us from the purſuit of it. And nothing moved us to 
withdraw from theſe miniſters who counted themſelves 
rejected by us, but their ſad involvements in the defecs: 
tions of the late defiling time, ſeeing no other way left 
us in that broken ſtate of keeping up a teſtimony againdt- 

the ſame, or to free ourſelves from partaking in the fin” 
thereof, but abſtraction 5-—which we neverloooked upon 

as ſeparation from the reformed, covenanted church of 
Scotland, (as is more fully ſnewed in our Informatory 
Vindication, which we homologate) but only from the 
defections of many of her members; for ſchiſm ever wass 
and is equally hateful to us, as ſinful union. And we 
are, and were always moſt willing to join again in terms 
pleaſing to the Lord, edifying to the church, and fatis- 
fying to cur conſciences. We are not for impoſing 
terms or preſcribing rules to miniſters, more than we 
are to be impoſed upon and led by them; 2 ſeeing 
people are allowed of the Lord ſometimes in ſobriety to- 
ſay to Archippus, Take heed to the miniſtry which thou haſt 
received in the Lord, and fulfil it. And when offences are 
given by miniſters, it is people's privilege to plead for 
the removing of them in a Chriſtian way, to the fatisfac+ 
tion of the offended party. We humbly conceive, in or 
der to the removal of theſe many offences given and ta- 
ken in this our day, in order to our comfortable recon- 
ciliation together, and that we may be reconciled. to the 
Lord and his wrath turned away, that confeſſing, for- 
ſaking and condemning the courſes that have been ſo of- 
fenſive, is very neceſſary; and ſeeing a door is opened, 
whereby ye have acceſs and capacity to build and cleanſe 
the temple of the Lord of theſe filthineſſes wherewith 
in the time paſt it hath been defiled, and removing 
theſe ſtumbling- blocks which have offended the conſcien- 
ces of many tender ſerious people Therefore, in all hu- 
mility and reverence, we muſt take the freedom to repre- 
ſent to this revd. Aſſembly, in a few particulars, what 
chiefly hath humbled us, and occaſioned our withdraw- 
ing from many miniſters of this church, which we can- 
not. omit to complain of, and proteſt againft, neither ge- 
ſigning hereby to irritate, or lay the faults of any opett to, 
the world, nor to plead our own innocence, but def 
ing to acknowledge our deep aceeſſion alſo to the fins 
8 . which 
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which have ed the Lord to all this anger again 
this church and kingdom; and that the remembering of 
them may help us all to the ſight and ſenſe of theſe tins, 
—that we may mouth for them and teſtify againft them, 
and to ſhew our deſire of having peace and truth, uni- 
ty and order among all the lovers of Zion, ſettled upon 
© a ſolid foundation, —and communion in ordinances re- 
ſtored to us, who have been long driven away from that 
benefit by theſe offences. 

As it was not a little affecting to behold, fo it is no 
pleaſure to remember, that when Prelacy (condemned 
in the word of God and abjure& by our covenants) was 
eſtabliſhed, many miniſters did hear and join with theſe 
perjured birelings and intruders, yea, and perſuaded o- 
thers to the like practice; whereby their hands were 
ſtrengthened, and many of the godly were ſtumbled. — 
Me are grieved that this joining and complying there- 
with is not yet condemned, nor the practice of thoſe wh 
withdrew, approved. 

As it was no ſmall grief of heart to ſee the ſapremacy 
which belongs only to the Lord Jefus, as King and Head 
of his church, given away to a miſerable mortal, and 
fettled upon bim by laws; ſo it was an augmentation of 
our ſorrow to ſee an indulgence flowing therefrom, clog- 
ged with reſtrictions very prejudicial to the honour and 
freedom of Chrift's ambaſiadors, embraced. by feverat 
miniſters, and juſtified by others, which did much ſtreng- 
then theſe pricked-uſurpatiens on our Lord's crown- 
rights and his church's liberties, and gave great occaſi- 
on of offence and contention among the Lord's people 
in this land ;—the tin whereof is not confeſſed and con- 
demned ; the doing whereof, we are perſuaded, would be 

contributive to the turning away of the Lord's an- 
ger, and ſatisfying all offended, 

It was very offenſive to us, when many ſnares and 
temptations were going through the land, that then 
many miniſters who ſhould have preached in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, and when no diſpenſation could diſcharęe 
* them from that neceſſary duty, did not ſet the trumpet 
to their mouth to give faithful warning in times of ſuch 
danger, as became watchmen; but though often called 
to preach in the country, did either fointly leave the land, 
or lurked and lay by in the land, and others when they 
preached, either did not apply their doctrine to the 
times, ſo as we might take it up, or were ambiguous in 
1 i bs their 
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| their application of their doctrine to the dangers of the |  -—; 
times; whereby many were left to periſn in their iniqui--- 
ty, and the hands of theſe who * keep 
clean garments were not-trengthen@. Lea, it was ve- 
ry offenſive to ſee the practice of ſome miniſters,” who 
inſtead of ſtrengthening their hands who were at that 
time moſt, ⁊ ealouſly appearing and contending for tze 
intereſt and cauſe of Chriſt, and joining with, count 
nancing or encouraging the miniſters wha were valiauat 
for the truth, and jeoparded their lives in he higk pla. 
ces of the fields for the teſtimony of Christ, did con- 
demn their laudable endeavours, and reproached them 
and their actings and ſufferings, both at home and - 
broad d nn fore , WD 
More eſpecially it was fad and humbling to us, when 
many miſchiefs were framed into laws by a throne of in- 
quity, when. many wicked oaths and bonds (contrary c 
the word of God and our national covenants) were impo- : 
ſed, and when many were required upon pain of death 
to own the authority , and acknowledge allegiance. to ty- 
rants and uſurpers as our lawful magiſtrates whom God 
had ſet. over us as his miniſters of juſtice z that then ma- 
ny miniſters did comply with theſe wicked laws, and 
taught the people to obey them, and ſome did take and 
ſubſcribe theſe oaths and bonds themſelves, and per- 
ſuaded people to take them, and not only owned and ac- 
Lnoruledged allegiance to theſe tyrants and uſurpers, pray- 
cd for them and their government, and pleaded for the 
lawfulneſs of their authority, yea ſome prayed for the 
pretended Prince of Wales ; but inſtead of ſympathiz- 
ing with the ſufferings of thaſe that could not in conſci- 
ence own that authority, condemned and inveighed a- p 
gainſt them as fools, and dying in an error, —We with 
that ſuch untender carriage towards conſcientious ſuffe- 
rers were reſented, and the heads and cauſes upon which 
theſe reproached martyrs and confeflors ſuſſered, were 
approven and juſtified, ot] FD 
It was very burdenſom to our conſciences, that a Po- 
piſh toleration deſigned to introduce Popery into this 
land again, granted by K. James, from his abſolute. pow-- 
er which he blaſphemouſly arrogated to himſelf, and 
whereby he preſumed to ſtop the penal laws againſt Pa- 
piſts, and clogged with many limitations, was embraced 
by many Preſbyterian miniſters, and addreſſed for ta 
that Popiſh uſurper in name of all: Which many of the 
NO HIER _ _ gediy 
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odly of the land looked upon with weeping eyes as a fad 
ſtep of defection from the —— zeal of — miniſters 

Scotland. The ſin and ſcandal of this eourſe is evi- 
dent in a teſtimony given in againſt the ſame. by ſome 
mimiſters which we here own., Let now,—though the 
-meked power it flowed from be removed, we cannot 
think the ſin and ſcandal of it is taken away, fo long as 
the ſame is nat confeſſed, mourned over, and condem- 
the condemning of all theſe courſes of compliance 

_ and defection would not only be as a beacon ſet up to 

minder the following generations from ſplitting on ſuch 

= ' dangerous rocks; but alſo will make our uniting with 

E.. * thoſe (which we long for) cordial and comfortable. 

Me are alſo diſſatisfied and offended at ſeveral things 

4t preſent. ——The practice of theſe miniſters continues to 

de very offenſive and ſtumbling, who inſtead of confeſ- 

n ng and condemning theſe defections, and minding the 

people of their former backſlidings, and diſcovering the 

ing of the late times that were many and heinous, to the 

end that they may be induced to mourn over them, and 

turn to the Lord; do yet continue to defend and hide 

their ſin, and thereby harden others in impenitency: 

So that the wrongs done to Chriſt are like to be forgot- 

ten, and few are like to be brought from the evil of their 
Ways by a real repentance,  _ EB 

Mee are alſo much diſcouraged and diſſatisfied, that 

the national and the Solemn League and Covenants have 
not only not been renewed, but not mentioned by ma- 
ny; the affront done to them, and their binding force 
not declared, but like to be buried in oblivion. And 
more eſpecially, it was wounding to us to hear, that 
when opportunity was, and acceſs to addreſs the King 
and Parliament, the mentioning of theſe ſolemn cove- 
nants was omitted. And ſince the King and Queen were 
advanced to the' throne, we fear that ſuch faithfulneſs 
and freedom hath not been uſed as was wont ta be in for- 
mer times, to warn and admoniſh their Majeſties of the 
fins and ſnares of the throne, to beware of evil counſel- 
lors, and of the guilt and danger of tampering with, 
and patronizing Prelacy in England and Ireland, nor 
to diſcover and declare to them and the parliament, the 
fin and danger of bringing into, and keeping in places fof 
power and truſt, in judicatories and armies, perſons who 
are known malignants, enemies to truth and ä — 
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undd to their 2 ent intereſt, as faithful miniſters in for- 


mer times 


| to witneſs againſt ſuch ſinful affociations: 4 
And after. all tbit it come upon us far our evil deeds, ana 
have gotten ſuch a deliverance-as this, if again his com- "1 


mandments be broken by joining in affinity with the pe- 


ple of theſe abominations,/it will be more than ever dan- 
gerous both to king and kingdom. e 
+ Likewife, | we cannqt conceal our ſorrow, that the 
great and glorious attainments, betwixt the year ON 
and 1649. being years of the right hand of the 
High, in which we were brought under the renewed. 
bond of Sglemn Covenants,” are not revived,” nor any 


honourable mention made of them, in any of the acts e- 


ſtabliſhing the privileges of the church, which we thin 
a loſing of the ground which our fathers gained.” We 
do not ſay that it was in the power of mimiſters to re- 


dreſs.this,--yet we conceive; the pleading for the full k 


this, in their addrefles, was not above their power, and 
that they ſhould have ſignified their diſſatisfaction at the 
want thereof. —So in our poor judgments, we think in 


all eſtabliſhments of religion, and religious rights in & 
land, reſpect is always to be had to the pattern and rule 


of God's revealed will in his word, and not to the in- | 


clinations of men, and their worldly politicks. 


It is alfo very diſcouraging and offenſive, and we can- 


not but complain of it, that now when there is an op- 
portunity to purge the church from theſe corruptions 
wherewith ſhe: hath been long peſtęered and plagued 2 
Yet (though Prelacy be aboliſhed by the ſtate, and ma- 
ny Curates put away, ſome one way, ſome another) we 
hear of none cenſured, and removed for prelacy, perju- 
ry, and intruſion, and ſome miniſters are alſo pleading 
for keeping them in, upon carnal and politie grounds, 
who we fear may afterwards do more miſchief, than the 
good now pretended can countervail : And that if this 
occaſion be loſt, of purging the church of inſufficient, 


corrupt, and ſcandalous officers of all forts, eſpecially. of 


prelatick Curates, and of planting it with godly and 
faithful miniſters, we may all repent of it too late. 


More eſpecially, it is very ſtumbling and otfenſive to 


us, that albeit there be an opportunity, without fear and 
danger, to exerciſe diſcipline impartially and faithfully; 


yet ſome who have formerly taken the abominable Teſt, 


and are-guilty of other groſs ſcandals, are admitted to be 


officers of the church, ſome to be miniſters, and ſoma 
"= nl 


cdi be elders, and many guilty of very groſs degrees of 

. compliance, are admitted to the:facraments,. without a. 
mx. public acknowledgment of their. offences, whereby 
they and others are hardened, and many of the godly 


1 fumbled, to the diſadvantage of the church. 


. . Fe conclude, Right Reverend, we expect, and intreat 
that ye will not be offended at our freedom in what we 
here repreſentj; but our meaning and end being to have 
differences ſatisfyingly removed, will move you to put a 
fovourable conſtruction thereupon;—:But-tho' we ſhould 
be condemned and cenſured with the greateſt ſeverity, 
_ we. muſt feek, we muſt cry for the removing of theſe 
Rambling blocks, and condemning theſe courſes, which 
have done qur Lord Jeſus fo much wrong, and his chil. 
dren ſo much hurt, in their ſtanding in the way of their 
comfortable communion with the church: Let the fa- 
miſhing ſtarving caſe of our fouls, thro'the want of the 
bleſſed goſpel, and our hungering to hear it preached by 
you, prevail with you to conſider our complaints, and let 
the wounds of our bleeding mother, panting to be heal. 
ed by the hand of the tender phyſician have weight 
with you, not to {light or deſpiſe our deſires: But if ye 
{hall ſhut your eyes, and ears at them, then we know no 
other remedy left us, but to complain, and proteſt unto 
zudicatories, and cry, ſigh, and groan to the Father of 
mercies, who is tender of all his little ones, and is the 
hearer of prayer, that he. may ſee to it, and heal our 
backſlidings, and breaches in his own time and way, and 
not lay jt to our charge, that ye have had ſo little regard 
to the ſtumbling and ſaddening of ſo many of his poor 
broken, bruifed and ſcattered theep, and that ye have 
not had greater care fo ſtrengthen the diſeaſed, and to 
heal that which was ſick, and to bind up that which was 
broken, and to bring again that which was driven away; 
and to feek that which was loſt. HE 


Urox Tueſday, October 28th, The five men, fore- 
faid, went into the News-kirk, in order to get theſe 
papers delivered in to the Commitee of Overtures then 
fitting, that by them the ſame might be tranſmitted to 

the whole Aſſembly, where meeting with two miniſters, 
Mr. John Stuart, and Mr. Alexander Forbes, with whom 


they had ſome conference concerning the papers they 


« were entruſted to deliver. Mr. Alexander Forbes told 


them, that before they could expect to have à hearing, 
55 | they 
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they behoved to ſubſcribe a fubmiſſion to the church. 
To this if was anſwered, that being cone there, not ifs 

their own name, but in the name of many others, from, - 
whom they had a commiſſion only to preſent to the Aſs 
fembly two papers, and to get their anſwer thereto ; fo | 
they could not anſwer what was propoſed. F 
He replied, ſeeing they had no power to do that, or 
any ſuch like thing that might be thought expedient, 
there could not be a commitee appointed to treat with 
them about their papers. But Mr. Stuart ſaid they would 
go in to the commitee (whereof they were members) and 
if conveniency allowed would acquaint them of it; ac- 
cordingly they having informed the commitee thereof, 
who nominate two miniſters, viz. Mr. Gabriel Semple, 
and Mr. James Frazer, with a ruling eter, the laird of 
Glanderſtoun, to confer with the men, who immediate» 
ſy came out, and went with the men to à corner of the 
Eirk, where Mr. Lining and Mr. Shieids came alſo. Mr. 
Shields being deſired, read firſt the ſhort paper, After 
kearing of it, they faid there was no reaſon to complain 
of what it did, ſeeing our minifters were tenderly dealt 
with, for notwithſtanding their paper to the Afſembly 
was long, yet the commitee had the patience to hear it, 
and the reaſon wherefore it was not read in open Aﬀem- 
bly, was, that if the ſame had been done, ſeveral mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly would have riſen in a heat at it, 
and likewife there were many Gilli-Crankie blades wait- 
ing on, who if they had heard any thing like a debate in 
the Aftembly, would have prefently ſpread it abroad that. 
the Aſſembly were all by the ears amongſt themſelves. _ 
Next the long paper was read, which being done, the 
five men were deſired to go aſide a little until the mini- 
ſters and eldef had fyoken among themſelves concerning 
it; after which Mr. came to the men, ſaying 
there were three things in the paper which they defired 
right be helped, vig. they ſaid there was fomething an- 
tiſerſptural in it, which was concerning minifters leaving 
r | 5 
2. 'Ovning the authority mentioned therein, which 
| belonged not to the church to cognoſce upon, but to 
the ſtate. . 3 
3. As to the Solemn League, mentioned in it, They 
faid the church of Scotland could not own a league with 
the church of England, in the ſtate wherein it did at 
preſent frand; To ail whick they deſired an anſwer. To 
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which FR 3 faid; they had 1 no commiſſion 6 
2 about any thin in the paper with any perſon, or 
alter any thing in it, but to ſolicit che reading of it 
In the Aſſembly, and to receive their anſwer thereunto, 
the two miniſters had a long diſcourſe o them which 
cannot be remembered; the ſcope of it was, ſhewing 
that the commitee had ſhewed much tenderneſs to them, 
in appointing them to converſe with them about their pa- 
pers, aich they had heard read and had ſpoken about 
the ſame; that as their paper was little different from our 
| . miniſters paper 3 ſo what was done about-it, might ſa- 
3 tisfy them; ſaying they had ſufficiently exonered them- 
Pelres by giving in the paper, which was read, and ſome 
cunference about it; ſo it was needleſs for them to trou- 
bie themſelves any more with the ſame, but report to 
their friends what they had done. . 
| To this. anſwer was returned, That this would not be 
* i taken by their friends as the Aſſembly's anſwer to their 
| paper and therefore they behoved ſtill to ſeek to have 
read | in E the Aſſembly, and deſire to have their anſwer | 
to the ſame. 
To which the miniſters plied that the paper being 
little different from our mmiſters paper, there was 
no need of reading it in the Aſſembly; and deſired the 
men to be tender of the church's peace, and to do noth- 
ing that might tend to the renting of it; alſo they ſaid, 
As ye have ſomewhat againſt us, ſo ve have ſomewhat a- 
gainſf you ; forgive ye us, and we will forgive you, and fo 
let us unite. 
To this the men ſaid, That they could do nothing in 
their friends name without their conſent ; and they had 
no other commiſſion but to deliver the paper to the Ai- 
ſembly, to deſire the ſame to be read, and to get ſome- 
what in anſwer thereunto. Then che miniſters ſaid, 
they would repreſent that to the committee. Accordinę- 
ly one of them went in and delivered the papers to the 
clerk. 
Upon the 29th day of October, hey met with one of 
the miniſters, who began a diſcourſe on ſeveral things, 
but the men would enter on no debates, but inſiſted tor 
a hearing to the paper, from which he diſſuaded them, 
and advifed them to converſe with Mr. Thomas Hog; 
which they did, other two alſo being preſent. They 
infifted much againſt that concerning miniſters leaving 


the land, which they ſaid could not be condemned in 
time 


be 
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giving faithful warning in time of ares and 


and that was one muy whereby miniſters defected people. 
— 


at that time to periſh in the midit o ſnares. Mr. — 


per was not read, as the reaſon why ours could hot be 


read. After much tima and talk Had paſſed they Mi- 


miſſedd . Wie, ee 77FF F 
Un the goth. of:Ofober che wen wetit.to/Mr. a- 
zer, and deſired of him that. He gh endeavour.to get - 
their affalr — be e eee 
b have him ng, . cold him as rae rly.: Agaig he in he * 
-- enquired what anſwet would ſatisfy them. They anf re 
rad, if the Aſſembiy would determine that theſe/thinjs 
rompfained of in the paper ſhould be doctrinillyacknows- . 
ledgeil, and an act condemning the ſame. This (herfaid) © 3 


% 


he wauld as willingly. be at, as they, only he ** 


would not be done; hut yet (he ſaid) there were ſorbe 


ged and inſtanced the things before. related. 
The next day meeting at Mr. s quarters with 


things complained of, which could not be acknowled⸗ 


three miniſters, they deũred to ſer the papers, one of 

them having read the ſhort paper, us diffatisfied there- 
with, ſaying there was ſomething in it which reflected 
upon the Aſſembly for not reading our miniſters paper. 
The men replied, there was reaſon ta mention all that was 
in it, ſeeing the Aſſembly voted the not reading the pa- 


per upon the overture of the commitee, which was, that 
there were groſs wilſtakes, peremptory overtures and in- 


jurious reſleftions upon godly minifters in it} which ſeem- 


ed to condemn it before it was heard: Ile anſwered tho 
it was not read in the Aſſembly, yet it was read in the 
Commitee of Overtures. Aſter much diſcourſe the mi- 


niſters expected that the men ſhould have gone away, 
but they till urged that they might have ſome anſwer 


from the Aſſembly, to return to theſe who had ſent 
them. After the miniſters had ipoken among them- 
ſelves, they ſaid to the men that they would give it un- 


der their hands, to teſtify the deligence they had been 
at, but to this the men replied as before. Then the mi- | 


niſters ſaid they wauld do what they could for a more ſa- 
tisfying anſwer to thera: - 3; 1 
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ſhewed that the ſame reaſon for which our miniſters pa- ** 


Having 
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A Papers you gave in © cate Afſembly, were fot 


given into the Commitee of Overtures, and we 


- were appointed by them to confer with you: And af: 
der conference with you, we moved in the Commitee 


that the Aſſembly would order che papers to be given in 
t hefe who were to draw up the Monitory Letter, and 


 "Gauſes of the Faſt, that they might make their own uſe 
_ Wercohiin drawing op the ſame, whieh at' the firſt next 
© feflion of the Aﬀembly, on Saturday laſt the firſt of Nov. 


was accordingly done in open Aﬀembly, and we are by 
the Aſſembly allowed to report the ſame to you, which 
-accordingly we do. 


And we hope this | vil ſatisfy you, and others who 


. did commiſſionate you; And that the Lord will incline 


your hearts to peace, and to guard againſt any further 


rent in the chureh of God; and im this hope we fub- 


ue ourſelves, 1 
ils Your Friends and Servant i in the Lord, 
b e 


EDINBURGH, 
Nov. 34, 1690. 


PAT. WARNER, 
JAMES FRAZER, 


Tur nd thing chat a in this interval was 
the fitting of the General Aſſembly which met r6th of 
October, and — the 13th of November was diffolved 

mmiſſioner) at which time another was 
indicted to be upon November iſt, 1691. The union 


and ſubmiffiore to this Aſſembly offered and ſabſcribed 


by Meſſrs Lining, Shields and Boyd, occaſioned mueh 
talk, and wps approven by ſome, and diſapproven by o- 


thers Butias an aceount of it is now publithed it is un- 


neceſſary here; ſo it is as needleſs to relate the manage- 


M ment of the paper given in by the U A ſhort hint 


of 


2 of he N 00 . 
2. n eel mes after warde 
EN as ces Foe 7 gang 
_  axdered by the Aﬀtembly to give it to the 
ding, what was done concerning their * 
az accordingly done, and ſubſerib ed.. Sir, 
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3 me i already given ; ody 


it may be.obſerved: that & 
per conraging their complaints, and humble de? 
bug as vaſes der 1 — 2 of differences, ö 
of Wit 1 175 ſo they might u | 
wh e more freedom, have mare comfort. of the | 
ſame... But the anſwer returned was not as was. deſired.. 1 
and might ! have been” expected. And the refuſing 10 1 
read it in open Aſſembly hath created e and, * ff 
\ oulies,- . nn, - ns ff 


f A it Was | d upon at Edipburgh, A Genera Meets: = 

ing met at. 1 New. 34 of December, 1690, Ak- 

ter pra er, Fe & Jt was ſRoughs, fit; Hirſt to have n 

account 6 7 diligence, of the. men intruſted withathe 

paper to the Az Wie. Swanſtoun one , 

five, gave the. Meeting a Ae account of thewhole; I 

neee as is hinted above, The Meeting ins 

heard the relation, were diſſatisfie with the anſwer re?“ 

tirned, and did not look upon the ſame. as ſuſficient 

Afterward Meflrs. Lining and Shields ſhewed the Meets: 7 

inghow heh had united (an accgunt ofwhich is now, prigt-:- 

ech. . This! eing done, after ſome reaſoning, and debate, 

Row nd union, jt was thought fit to read the Cauſes; 

of the Faſt appointed by the Aﬀembly, in reſpect that 

many times it was ſaid, we would get fatisfaction to our 

ſcruples from it. Which being your” the fame. Was 

thought lame,” and many thinks wanting in it, which, 

were Fees N wrath; It was diſſatisfying not only that 

the Teſt and Declaration, were not in it, but being 1 

once in, were put out a ain * i 
After this, Meſſrs ining and Shields, ſpoke td the. 

Meeting, to this effect, That they would not impoſe u- 

pon any perſon, yet they adviſed them ta hear thoſe mi- 

niſters who were moſt free and faithful, that they could 

have the opportunity of, and to have a care of running 


upon. extremes on the right r which ſome 
debates enſued. 5 
M mm 2 Where 


® Theſe two, were the moſt openl wicked * of any 
that were im fed in that period, as thereby the Reformati — 
in 1638 was declared rebellion, the covenants were abjured, | 
all {clf- defence by ſubjects, or petitioning, and remonftrating” 
of grievances were owned to be treaſon, * che ling Z aden 
altic an fully recogaized, 
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* N Whereu pon it Was ſed 15 the mecting 
mould Ft Pr ee 
-gatnſf the de fections of the e Vers OT: | 
nien they might give itr either i the miniſter with 
A they were to join or or, ro che Pi 15 7 of he" 
dens) and hat mduceck chem ts Jail! the time; 
4 - as'Ufo; trat their joining at prefent, "Wat 7-4 5 
dcn of; nur Heceding from 2 tetirony and con. 
Hh , nor abr © ce ghd ? Witheſed-a- 
-  gamit befare. „ 
= Some were for ſuch a paper, and fo der it, 
5 fearing it Would a door, and Ara latitude to hear. 
5 "every miniſters” owever”the mot part were for the 
of It Wers to ſee it, and the minder under. 
— do it. en en night; 
4a pen the morro they cy . The ſaid 
- 8 preſented and re 12 th th were deb 
3 | ebncerning the' fame between our mitiſters and Tome of 
tte meeting. As alſo, the Meeting were of different 
ns ſentiments about it, fame d ir ubon one account, . 
2 and fore upon ancdther account, and fome were for it, 
thinking it bertet to join with ſuch a teſtimony than wi⸗ 
tht any at all. Not coming to any agreement, it was 
left to peoples liberty and freedom to give it or not. 
Ong thought fit. However the, miniſters infiſted for 
it It was propofed to meet ing, That in regard de- 
bates did not muck good, but rat fel hurt, it was fitteſt 
to leave them off, and part Which (after appointin 
à meeting at Douglas, the firſt Wedneſday of April, ne 
prayer) they did Some ſtaid and took freak of the 
Papers which they gave in to mi iniſters re ey * 
ed; a tranſeript of which follows, | 3 7 


7 v the right reverend Miniſter FRF! Firs fi 2 Par 178 
A 1 


A ETHOUGH among other calamities that" we have 


been exerciſed with in theſe. days of tribulation 
ve gone over us, theſe have been very grievous 
_ unto us, that not only we have laboured under a ſad fa- 
mine bf 1 but under the reproach that 

v deſpiſed and rejected the offer of them: Vet we have 
- witneſs in heaven, and in our own conſciences, that no- 
4 _ hath been more lamented in aur lot than the want 
| ch a privilege, nor gd thing ſo much deſired as 


the 


r 
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reſtrainęc and; geſtricted 
8 ede e Eraſtian and, An | 
chat not on they Wanted tiat. iharty, ee A 
-which-the Lord Jeſus had. ſet hem in by his intitutiem 
but ſeeme d to be encompaſſed with and ſubjected us thela, 
wicked. encroachments. that. we could not- have a accels ta. 
| them withaws ſome, way. apknowledgingiand bowing unto 
theſe ,idols;tof, wt pe ghee tet--vp-4n:the,verp 
the Lords did ſcar and-frightowy 


entry of tt 
from, ming hene img e lang theſe adurpatons LY 
vere: ſtandings: dee ee nee 
church's geclemm and — See eee 
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ef nt ee d 2 
0 iſt re-eſtabliſhed in purityy 
cannot any longer — * 2 diſtanceefrom 5 
verthelefs, the indignities done to our Lord Jaa, 0 
injuries done to his church by theſe Eraſtian and Anti- 
chriſtian uſurpations of Prelacy, Supremacy and abſo- 
lute power; and the defections of miniſters in compli- 
ance therewith-not being as yet confeſſed nor condemn- 
ed, and our complaints and petitions offered to the late 
General Aſſembly, not being received nor regarded as 
we expected, which was a great grievance, and an ad- 
dition to all our former complaines and yet, being re- 
ſolved to remain no longer in withdrawing as formerly, 
ve think it altogether needful ſor our own exoneration, 
and for making our communion the more comfortable, 
and free of all acceflion to, or partaking with the guit 
of theſe offences, which. made us withdraw in former 
times; To offer and give in our teſtimony againſt all the 
wrongs done to. Chriſt and this reformed covenanted 
church of Scotland, by the Popiſh, Prelatical and ma- 
lignant faction, in their wicked overturning its bleſſed 
ancient reformation, reſcinding the rightequs, laws, 
and breaking, burning and burying the holy cove- 
nants that fenced it, and eſtabliſhing upon the ruins _ 
thereof abjured Prelacy, ſupremacy and tyranny, and by 
all the defections of miniſters in compliance with, or 
ſubmiſſion to the fame ; ſuch as, hearing of curates, ta- 
king any of the oaths and bonds repugnant to the cove- 
nants, embracing the indulgences and indemnities of ty- 
rants, — for, and accepting of the late Popiſh 
toleration, 
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ME. ,, is k. 4 4 
8 Michael Shields Bath in the. foregoing telationt ©”. © | 
frequently made mention of diviſion and debates* - 
in their meetings, and hath related how” matters were 
carried on by the miniſters and the majority of peo-- 
ple, (of which number he was one) 3 * 
g in giving account of the grounds upon Wü 
minor party went in oppoſition to the er parts Uf 
their matfagements in the two laſt years, (vis. 1689 K 
1690) ſoit is ſuppoſed that it will be acceptable to man 
of the readers, and that jt can juſtly give offence to none, 
to give here a brief relation, in their own words, 6f the 
reaſons wherefore a conſiderable number of the ſociety 
people did diſſent from and proteſt againſt, the meaſures 
that were then followed; and as this will ſer the contro- 
verſies of that time in a mire clear light, and give the 
reader a, more full view, and an opportunity to judge 
whether the major or minor party in their conduct were 
moſt conſonant to, and conſiſtent with their former 
principles and practices while they were united; ſo it may 
contribute not a little to help the candid and impartial 
reader to judge of the future progreſs and proſecution of 
theſe debates. and diyifions that have fince inſued, the 
foundation of which was then laid; and there is 2. 
ſpecial connection with, and dependance that every 
thing hath upon its foundation : as that is good or bad, 
ſo will the ſuperſtructure readily be; ſo in this alſo. 
Although. the reaſons of their diſſent be publiſhed 
long ago in their declarations emitted at Sanquhar, in 
1692, 1695, 1703, c. and alſo in the Informatory 
Vindication, ſecond edition, P. 213 to 223; yet as the 
ſame is more fully demonſtrated and corroborated from 
icripture and acts of General Aſſemblies and Parliaments, 
in {ome ſteps of defection drawn up and agreed = by 
a ſociety. in Tinnald, with the affiſtance of Sir Robert 
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Hamilton, Cc. and by them ſent to ſocieties in Jonny 
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gether Lich ſome account of theſe matters, given by a 


de or thoſe vid men "who! overlived the, perſecution in 


che ing teftinonics ; ſpecially as thele forefaid de- 
3 clarations, Se. are not at hand to evesy one who may 
1 8 o 

x „A brief abſiraft of which Peper here follows. = 


„„ o 


Wolle. ones 


being fefremed to hear that any of our ſuffers 
Ing brethren are confulting how we may take 
Ord's ftrength) our former ground again, 


„ 


church, ought not to be admitted as judges even in the 


Although it be matter of grief and ſore regtet, that 
we. have it to ſay, that theſe three forementioned men 
have had ſuch an hand in our late ſtrayings and preſent 
miſeries; yet they alone have not been the cauſe of it, 
but we ourſelves by our great and manifold ſins have 
provoked the Lord in his jaſt and righteous judgments 
to make it our plague, and to puniſh us with ſuch un- 
faithfulneſs and unſtedfaſtneſs in theſe men, making them 
in many things ſnares and traps'to us, and by the moſt 


politic indirect dealing imaginable, to draw us from 


theſe things formerly taught us by themſclves, whereby 


many 
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_ another.—And that we may not be ftrangers to one a- 
B of the Lord's wrath, or ſteps of defeRtivu, moſt re- 


* ee, * 
. "IR not only been left to-jwalk 11 aur n 2 
1 and counſels, and to be a prey to dur a- 5 3 
Ignant bloody enemies, Te ſubtle, /icabittered; back 4 
liden'antagoniits ; hut our own ſtrength ; broken, our... , 3 
hearts faint,” our hands are weakened, the godly grieve” 51 
and ſtumbled, enemies on the right tand left hand Bare 5 F< q 
dened and ſtrengthened, and the precious cilſc of Chriſt + 
detrayed and the name of qu God blaſphemed, and 
his way evil ſpoken of Yet, we ſay, we are not a"lits ⸗ 
tle Kerbe and refreſhed in our ſad caſe to hear of 
confulting iF gein we 2 be honoured, inthe Lords | # 
ftrength, to take up our former ground again, and after e 
all our wanderings to return to dur finſt Huſ band 
Whereupon we determined, after ſome time ſeckingthe 
Lord's countil in it, to ſend ſome of otir brethren wich 
our mitid unto yon, if poſſibly we-might he | 
ed of one anotfier ; with a ee to conſult, conſent 
and concur in whatever may be for the raiſing” ind | 
rts and 


carrying on of our former teſtimony in all its 
pendicles, and to proteſt againſt, diſowu and 
nance whatever may be found contradictory, or any way 
pre rejudicial to the fame; and for the more ſafe going a · 
ut of this, we eattieſtly intreat, that before any thing _ 
be coneladed, we may where. we left off, that is, 
in ſetting in bumbling ourſclves, and mours - 
ning for our many erings and provocations, and 
caſting our fad, dark and dead caſe before the Lord, and 
waiting and imploring him for his reconeiled counte- = 
nance with light and life, to bring us out of our deplora- I 
ble condition, and to guide and affift us in all our moti- 
ons and managements in proſecuting what is our preſent 
duty; For fince out neglecting and flighting of this duty 
(in many of our meetings the two years paſt) we have ne- 
rer ſtept à right ſtep, nor been able to withſtand the 


ſmalleſt temptation, and all attempts of recovery have 


been broken 1 in our hands. 

None of us need be ignorant what ſubtile ways botk 
the enemies withont, with their falſe alarms, and thoſe 
within (partitularly the three foreſaid men, with their 
accomplices) have taken to 1 and precipitantly to 
involꝰe us in their ba „Vithout giving us time 
to eonſult either God and . 4 own conſciences, or one 


nother's minds, we ſhall here give you ſome of the cau- 


N | Nu n | Jative 


why IIS 
4 os . 
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een to.diminith or retile from the matter here 
ended dog, gp pecially in theſe articles relative to | 
| x 3 "Dur e monies; neither to join in fellow. | 


Aw. * S 
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158 oonititutęd meetings with any who are, or have | 
* olved. in, or pleading for any of the old or late 
2 Wie Ctious,except out conſciences be ſatisfied by their 
9 15 condemning and teſtifying their reſentment of 
dhe lame before God pt. the world, by their real forſak- 
© Ing: ese defections, and taking up our farmer ground 
l tefitmony, relative both to magiſtrates and miniſters, 
i Againſt right and left hand errors and, oppo bers. As this 
K. Vas our former practice while jointly carrying, en the pu- 
5 


-  blic work, and wherein the Lord was gracioully pleajed 
ien us, — and here we reſolye, in the Lord's ſtrength, 
4 FP though alone, till he plead the controverſy of 


vindicate his own SU nts, people, 6 or e, wad 
Faul! ee. ee e eee 
* | 


2 5M Some ol us us fhamefully fattering a ce to be 
w uich Mr. Boyd in that ünful act in being ant ong 
Ars 5 — the nation that proclaimed. the Declaration 
13 52 3 gf of Orange, aud to cu it as the ſtate of 
FF . quarrel, who.,was. watched $0.2 daughter, of the 
3 | dy Popiſh Duke of York „ educated in the family 
| gal her uncle Charles, and ever ſineę adh ered to theſe ab- 
jured, prelatic principles and while, he is aGociated 
with all the Popiſh and bloody enemies abroad, (France 
and his aſſociates Only ſO FEAg: even that raven- 
- ous eagle, the Tyrant of Aultria, who is the Popc' ge. 
neral, while. ſwiming in the blood of the Proteſtants of 
Z hlangary 1 z and with that old devouring leviathan, the 
= King ot Spain; and now allo with that little tyger ot 
* > Likewiſe his knconcernednets thele many years 
with the overturning of the work of God in theſe lands, 
until his own interelt was touched, and till called — 
encouraged by the ſtated, enemies ande very :aGors/ of 
ent ad cataſtrophe, and he be ng bound to the fame 
perſons in the ſame deügus in his Declaration for 
Scotland 3 whereby a wide breach is broken. through 
the very vitals of our ſacred covenants and ſolemm eu- 
gagements, and our noble re{ormation, for the intto- 
duction of all the enemies thereof, and that upon their 
bare afliſting. of him, and caſtiggsegt che . thereof, 
3 declaration, a n reaion of his ap- 
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upon bis coming to the erouiu, received: and 


breach of the e mann e ad 
| « Teſt,” "FS #7 3 En 9 


£ 8 


. eee 9 * „ 9 
cad * this kingdom; tie fates Mnifetfhi A. 
oppoſition to the covenants and folemn erigagements of: 

the three: kingdoms, and Jabours therein £6 ING" ay 
part of our teſtimony, vis. * 4 
%, Our teſtimony againſt A James VII . 9 
led) for Paragraph 5th, he ſays, “ It is a1. ma 83 
and notorious, that His Majeſty (King Jam 3 


« ledged/ by all the fubje&s of Scotland, England nd 
« Ireland, *without the leaſt o ppoſition, cho“ 
« open pfofeſſion of the Popiſlirelighen, S 

24h, Our teſtimony againſt all oaths: e n 
covenants ; for ibidem, and elſewhere in it, ke eee. 2 4 
«.clares it to be a ground of his undertaking 8 "7 


"x 


<S- . 4 a 
1 7 | 
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. zdly,iQur acftimany a ee da 
ba for beſides the foreſaid oaths, he dechres 
through his whole declaration, that his «6 under taking 
as it was at the inſtigation of the reverend father 
„God, the Lords Spiritnal, (as he calls them) ft 
for the maintenance of the (Prelaticy chyec of En 
land. b rr! 336 DEL £12 z dd 537 NN 27-17 

a teſtimng gli toleration 3 for eee 
ath, he 44 promiſes fuch laws for chVering and Act 
4e all ſuch 36. will live peaceably under the gov — 

from all perſcention upon the ae count of their re 1 
« ligion,” even Papiſts themſelves notcexcepted.”-* 41943 =, 3 

Sch, Our teſtimony againſt promiſcuous aſſociations 4, | 4 
* in the end of his declaratibn; he . invites all 
« ſons, all Peers of the. realm, both ſpiritual and tea: 

4 poral z all lords lieutenants; all gemtlemen; cKlzens 
« and commons of all ranks to aflif,” +: 1? %s 

By eſpouſing of which declaration, As we rllnghat 
our former teſtimony, ſo it was allo. contrary to th 
of God, Deut. xvii. 14, 15. 2 Chron. xix. 2. and 60 
trary-to the act of the Gen. Aſſembly, 1647. ſeſſ. 1 

and the declaration of the Gen. Aſſembly, 1648, —4 
contrary to ſeveral acts of rliament artet t 
15th,, Feb. 5th, 1649. A * * 8.2 

Second ſt2p:of defection, — Muſe of mourning. Was 
chat many of us were ſo far prevailed upon by -theſtBtfE _ 
draughts, andi fair pꝓretences of the above ns th thee 
n. and our on ſin and folly, to come td Left: 

lego, in offer to renew our covenants; .- Where? 
n Nag : by 


do 


5a e. EINE 
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Moſt deteitfully to turn us from the moſt part of . 
2 and e ſet us in the way back again to . 
us again undet obedience und ſadjeQion-2, 
. — perjured enemies of Chriſt, his cauſe an 
(hom formerly we had juſtly rejected) who had 
4 that all who had ſerved inthe army under the 
e poputh tyrant ſhould lay down their arms, and en- 
- Ap under the: prelatic banner of the prince of O. 
Wanze, with aflurange that they ſhould be paid their a- 
xears* Thus the bloody butchers were juſtifled in all that 
- hey had done, and D rut, 
* 8 induced ſome of us to take up arms, and 
h 8 the foreſaid bloody men, 
; Jo —— of Eſtates: (fo called) together with the 
Prime ring- , favourers, and followers of the in- 
 Sulgedand tolerated party; where to our fin and thame 
Th lled-upon to ſtay until the foreſaid enemies, 
accomplices had eſtabliſhed themſelves again 
2 government, and the exerciſe of it; and had made 


F £1 e a Pn ati&Princeſs of Orange to be their 


„ and had proclaimed him King over 
this — Land; 3 had authorized ſome of 


their number (particularly Sao Dalrymple wes had 
great 
nike — who was ſent to pre- 
——— offer of the crown of Scotland, and 
their admiſſion to the exerciſe of the government, not- 
withſtanding of many diſcoveries uf their ſtated oppoſi- 
tion to the work of God (mentioned article 1/,) and 


their being at the ſame time crowned and anointed King 


and Queen in England, and admitted to the exerciſe of 
government there, according to all the Englith popith 
ceremonies, and upon their ſolemn oath upon their knees 
before the altar, with the book in their hand (according 
to the Coronation Oath adminiſtred to them by the 


Archbiſhop of Canterbury) „To deſend and protect 


s the laws, cuſtoms, and liberties of the preſent Church 
« of England, - confered upon her by the laws of their 
« religious predeceſſors, eſpecially by their glorious: pre- 
« deceſſor King St. Edward, according to the law: of 


* God (thus acknowledging Prelaey of divine right) 


und the true profeſſion of the goſpel, firmly eſtabliſh. 
ed in this kingdom, and all the Canonical. privileges 


A a the biſſ. ops, and the churches under their govern- 


„mert, 
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rejected them, with all their afſoxiates; being-withour 


theſe rieceflary qualifcations, vi. of known integrity, 

approven fidelity, conſtant affection, and zcal to chr 
cauſe of God, which the word of God; and our ſolema 
and inviolable covenant engagements,” and acts of pati 
ment require in all judges ſuptrior or inferior. Among - 
many others that might be quoted, fee Deut. i , 


15. Exod. xvili. 22,925: 2 Sam. xxiii 29:4 Net, 


Vil. 2. and xiii. 3. As*alfo. ſeyerat acts of parliament, 


particularly Act th; June ith, 1640, AQ Stig Feb 
4th, 1649. Wherein they enatt, ordain, and 


© that before the Kings Mazeſty who now ig or any uf | 


4 his ſuccefiors, ſhall be admutted to the exerciſe of an 
„royal power, he ſhall by, and zt our the foreſaid 

4 ronation) Oath affure, and declare by his ſolemn oath, 
«5 under his hand and ſeal, his allowance of the National 
and Solemn League and Oovenant, and obligation td 
proſecute the ſame in his ſtation and calling, and that 
„he ſhall for himſelf and his ſucceflors conſent and 2 
„ gree to acts of parliament enjoining the ſanmie, —and 
„ that he ſhall never make oppofition to theſe. Alt is 
& alſo declared, enacted, and ordamed; that before the 
King be admitted to the exerciſe of the royal power, 
* he ſhall leave all counſel and counſellors prejudicial to 


religion and the covenants,” Cc. and Act x8th; Jan. 


23d, 1649. Wherein they ſay, . And whereas the E- 
* ſtates-of Parliament, are convinced in their conſcienee, 
from the word of God, from their Solemn League and 
Covenant, eſpecially from the ad, 4th; and yth Arti- 
e cles thereof, and from fad and dear bought ezperi- 
ence, that the malignant dealing of ſome, and the 
« prophane looſe walking of thers ho Have been mem. 
ders of judicatories; and employed in plates of power 
and truſt, have been 2 chief baue of al the evils} both 
of fin and puniſnment, under Which: the land gröhns, 
and that the- Lord i his word; requires, that thol 

ho judge, and bean charge Ae bis people; thould 
n « nat 


. and gentry ſwart allegiance to- them Net ne. a 

vertheleſs he is inveſted with the crown and government = 
of this covenanted land hy our pretended: gepræſfmm- .  * 
or rather by many of the murderers) who Ha m \ 
ways forefaulted- all right ta rule ar ta hooks 1 
ver the land and people of the Liard, which NM 
Jong perſecuted, and for which we Rad lang gu, | 
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BH 5 5 3 able; men, but ſuch as fear God, 3 | 
eee and deal traly.;-.and that e 
n ipertanck for che vemedy of all our evils, and for 
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e Aer, 


a ſecnring and advancing 2 and r 
3 the Judgments of and for pr 

urig the blefſing-of God through the whale 154 
2 —— Asf a known ANC. but alſo of ap- 


8 e a good — Chrilagzeohiverfation, be intruſted © 


2 allgudicatories, . and places of power and truſt, ac- 
4 carrlinig to the feventh defire of the Commiſſioners of 
_ 6 hocburch. given in to the laſt Parliament; . There- 
- 46 fore! the Eſtates of Parliament remembering well the 
| Skimdable-progedonr of the Parliaments 1643 and 16 
2 others for purgation of the judicateries an 
places of truſt.—— They do in purſuance of their ſo- 


: . Jem: acknowledgment, performance of their vows to 


* God, declaration emitted to the world, and for ſa- 
„hing che Kirk's juſt defires, for purgation and re- 
BD formation of our Judieatories The Eſtates of Par- 
upon theſe, aucb many other great and weigh- 


; 8 
Aty conſiderations, — therefore declare, enact, and or- 
2 dain, that all the oſicers f tate, members of parlia- 
8 ment, - commitees, ſecret. council, —ſeſſion.— —juſtice 


« ecqurts,/ Ce. Se. —- Who were guilty of any of the 
« faults. contained in the four claſſes after mentioned, 
A ſhall be removed and ſecluded from public truſt 
See alſo the act of the General Aſſembly, ſeſßon I3Þs 
June 1th, 1649. and July 20th, 1649. . 

By all which it is evident that it is contrary to the 
law of God, and to the laws of this land, that either 
men of no religion, or of a falſe religion ſhould be cho» 
{en to be ruler or.magiſtrate in a reformed covenanted 
Iand, nor owned as ſuch; the very light of nature teach- 
es all nations in the world to provide that none have a 
right to rule over them who are of a different religion 
from what is eſtabliſned amongſt them; and the Prela- 
tick church of England are very circumſpect in this. 


And if the Parliament, and the General Aſſembiy bad 


juſt cauſe in tlie year 1640, the one by the act of Claſ- 
ſes, to put out of office, and the other eccheſiaſtically to 


. cenfuxe theſe who joined and aſſiſted in the engagement 


in 1648. ) for K. Charles I. bis rg ſtor ation: Hor much 
Lore Was Here paſt eule to dey ade and genſure thoſe 
b 8 * 7. 7 pv > 23 © hs. BI : 4 V 22 
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| Ger nn had ated web bes tyri's 


Were goi 5 , whereby. thefe three men get o 


| "7 might afterward explain it as they pleaject 
fy in 7 | 
they 22 impudently averr that we eſpouſed the juteretk 
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to 4 Perlen and murdet ouſatds'dl che beſt 
fu 
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122 burly: Onrtufering e {9 far peel 3 


vpon 3s to be hurried upotwſo great A Work; 2 the ge- = 0 


newing of bur en Acknow ledgment ef Suu. 5 
&c, without 8 time to conſider the grant pre * : 


* . 
runity to ſtuff fore things into out acknowledgment _ | 
fins, which we did, and ſtill do zuclge to de our dnty : | 
As alſo ; — aw forne things in ambiguous teratis, 9 


particy nat article concerning the magiitrates, 
of the prince, and that we appropriated and applied Has 
article mithe National Covenant concerning b N 
his highneſs, if he fond be called tc the Seer 
ent: whereas there is nothing more My and eee 
_—__ do they now moſt falſly-afferty > 482 > 
A Feurth ftep of de fectionę and cauſe of | OUT 4 
ws our ſinful tampering with thefe three foreſard; . 
and others wich them, diſſaffetted to Hey &f 2 
4nd our ſtated teſtimony ancnt the rai a repinehnt, 
under the cemduct ef e Clellaud, one of Argyle s 
aſficers : whe, 'thongh onee one witch us, 4} was alter-" 


ward a great oppoſer-of our teftimony and a reptoacher, ? 24 
of great Mr. James Reaiick, and aur, eee. 5 = 


both at home, and abrœad: Whereby a great part ot u 
were enſnared into a ſinful ariq ſcandalous aſſochion in 
war, with all the perjured, murdering, 'backſliden, 2 

N enemies of ehen e a home, e abro⸗ 


2 72 » 1 


N W362 n 527 ate 


3 fn * Bhat never „ intirled e of Detection, ey ſay Ae 
vas no ſuch thing heard or under ſtood, betore, or at tat tine” 


bp the bulk or bod of the well meaning per pie who were 


den preſent; and ſwore the covenant, for the annnniſtrator 
Ic „ (Ar. Lining) expreſly declared,” Wat as they then tos it, 
that they meaned maiſtracy in tie genetet. and had ao prot- 7 
2 c to any ia particular, but fuch only as. according % the do 
* venant they could oo, when it fhould plate che Lud to 
5 „ rant us ſuch . Wheteby the peopſe were cheare? and de: 
ce ved.“ —ft is obſervable tharate printed copy diffe-g r 
* 'U2:Cribed teil in jome places, and many of theſe who fohs.” 
Icr-bed it that n ght, and had no lime to r-ad :t again, ted not 
fully underſtand rf, geither had they ev: r 9pportunity to tec t 
&terward, as it was in Mr, Elning's cett.dy 20:1 tis data. 
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Fee and bis sener only exceprid) ® contrity i 
Deut. xxl. '9,—14. 2 Chron. xvili. 3. with*chap, 
1 IIa. viii, 12, 13. And likewiſe to an owning of 


-, . thei. givil courts, paying ceſs and otber impoſitions im- 
pole and employed for thegnaintainance of the Prince 
ud Princeſs of Orange, now: become the head of the 
 - _ - Babgnants,. Prelatic, Indulge, Toleratiſts, and Sectza. 
niz in theſe lands. "Thereby acknowledging him and 
te, zu advancing, defending, and ſecuring them 
”  _ and their confederates in their deſigns, both at home 
and abroad? and thus venturing our ſtock in qne veſſel, 
3 Ge in our lot, and having one purſe zuith fem, Like 


in Prov. i. 14. But ſuch as will regard the Lord's 
1 countel, ought ro regard what follows, ver. 15. My /on 
1 2% Py, . of . * 
1 alk not 1 the way with them, refrain'thy foot from their 
EF.” - gSath. It 5 a ſtrengthening of the hand ofevildoers, and 
a facxilegious robbing of God of our means and eſtates, 
eint that eo his enemies which we gave away to him, 
J in our ſacred covenants; contrary to the zeal we owe to 
1 TY TV 1 „ 
= . This appears to have reſpect to the Treaty of Union enter- 
WH ell into at the Hague, Feb. —, 1691. by the confederate princes 
mac alles, (viz The emperor of Germanv, the kings of Spain, 
*.- Englund; &c.) wherein they fay. ** We ſolemnly proteſt be- 
** tore God that we will never break off this Union, nor make 
peace with Lewis the XIV. of France, till tbe following Ar - 
ps, *© ticles be execmed: To the obligation of which, we will ob- 
2 lige ourſelves for ever. Firſt, Till he has made reparation to 
d "1 . See (of Rome) for whatſoever he has acted againſt 
6 - « it 4 and uotil he has annulled and made void all theſe in amous 
- « arocecedings againſt the Holy Father, Innocent the X1.!'—— 
|  ' And in the proſecution of this treaty Angus's regiment, among 
others (having Mr. Shields as their miniſter? was ſent crer to 
Flanders to the combined army, where he, and they continued 
BZ ſeveral years, until they were weary of him, and he of them. 
. — not ſeem ſt range, that Mr Shields and fo many of the 
1 perſecuted ſociety- people, whom he had induced to join in the 
\ regiment, ( to go and pull down the gates of Rome, &c) ſhould 
now be engaged in iuch a cauſe, and affociate with ſuch compuny 
as the allied army, eſpouſiag the Pope's eauſe? Yea even zeal- 
ous, godly and learned Mr. Alexander Shjetds, who had ſo of - 
ten preached, written and proteſted apainlt aſſociation and caa- 
federacy with Popiſh Idolaters, Hereticks, Malignents of S-cta- 
riars, and even had written the Declaration which at the railing 
ol the regiment they ſent to their officers, May rzth, 2689, and 
| afterward emitted at Dumblain,'&c. (which is+oſeried page 394) 
| . and it is probable that verbally he would yet proteſt againſt the 
| fame, whatever his practice was, May not this be a Beacon to 
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warn all, how dangerous it is to think that verbally proteffiag 


2gainft any finfu} courſe, while practically it is counter-aQte 4 
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by novonly ſtrengthening and ſceuring his enemies ful 1 


Foundations 3 but. inviting them, and proftitur 
ſtates und cnſciences to them, not only gal 2 


Grd 0 them that they may "come unt t 


League and Covenant Article ath 
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lot-with.thenk, but hireing . 's dd 

like theſe people of old, un Kvi, 33, 3% They. 

ziſr te all auhorety.but than give 7 7 5 1 14 thy ou 
thet en ever 

ty whonedam.—: And what could be their hire . it was 


CLE? | 
Wat MY; 
1 


i r 5 
them; aSougs xvi. 8. and chap; viii: 14,15; Hol. 1 
9 10. 1 is an helping, ſtrengthening, ſuf — 


' turniſhing them, contrary. to 2 Chron. XX. 2 s 
111 Jer. xAfli. 14 Cantraty to Al our former reſülut is? 
ons, oaths, — bumiliations, and to the Solemm ' © 

Ind.” gh. Contrary _ 
to 9 Acts of the General An biy 1647 ſenoß üpth, | I 


Where it is called a joining hand in hand- ef | WP; 
their lots, and ropes | their intereſts in way; * * 
combination with the popiſh, prelatic, and he 


party: And:contrary to the Declaration of the | 
Afembly-1648; feſſion 21. ordaining * that this "birch — 
and . concur = _ 2 N a{iſb hie 


* 


end 3 will TN öder, ebe canto} the Na | 


— 


ia the light of God, or avert bis righteous Ferrer, This 


appears to be emineotly exemphBed. 7, ihe cale 21 pious Mr, A: 
lſexander Shields; aud others ; Wbo aſt er the raiſin = . Angus 
t-giment; be continued With them in Seorldnd à ander 4 


i — of years, with much grief; toil; and N from theſe 


e was aſſociatæd with . Retuining toSeotland, he was for a thot 
time ſettled in 87, Andrews, . Kh iation with ma y of the o 
Epiicopal Cotales Weil, ho h betet, mucked, ard FIR bim, 
and he; add they entered into 4 diſputation in the Epiſcopal 
controver y, by. word, and me (ſome of which is yet extant) 
until Darien Expedition octured, when 16 be quite of him, they 


| procured him to be choſen (with others) to go and plant a flour- 
- tſhing church ip the Wilds. of Caledonia, ig company with be 


molt hope leis ſtuff to make it of, that Scotland, or perhaps the 
world, zfforded, and wha! comlört he had therein, Mr Borland” 

account of Darien bears wit: e's. So, s many then couhted it his 
lin to joĩt and draw many others with him, ints aſſceration and 
conſederacy with malignauts it was alto his plague and puniſhiment 
in an eminent way, to be aſſociated and condtected with ſuch, was 
ul his death. Wherber. his principles ard eonduct, at that time, 
or the ſentiments and conduct of Mr, Renwick and the Societies 
(in a ſimilar cafe 1623. with reſpect to Argyle's allociation) was 
* gr ecable to the 1ute, mult be lelt with the anal a 


<4. 4. * 
— * 


gt s nne a 
uren n and coctceive:of their: plagues; but 


Freche yrareAndaflifiance of Criſt they Nedfaſt- 


«ff 'reſoire:rofhiffertherodof the wicked, and the ut- 


P : st which men's malice can inflict upon : 3 ra- 


25 IH 5 mier than to put forth their hand to iniquity.“ 
AJA hib ftep of deſection was that ſome of us concur- 


* 


wu nbe finfut levies for proſecuting this moſt impious 
dottomed on their late declaration againſt 


. 3 ; that bloody-tyrant of France, whereof one of the — 
the wrongs done to their confedetates abroad, who 


arethe chief ſupporters of Antichriſt—in which they are 


3 aliſted mot only by the body of the land, but by ben 


-  Ulergy, who not. only in their doctrine eneourage them 
. therein, but hound out their elders, who moſt barbarouſly, 
4 the Lord's day, break 1 in upon poor men's houſes with 
their mouths ; full of d loody'oaths, in fome places inter- 
 rupting e and wiobently drawing fervants 


1 : : ys from their maſters, and children from their parents, and 
pPouarxents from their children and wives, cruelly binding, 
3 . and felling their covenanted brethren to bloo- 


enemies ſor - ſupporting their deſigns and intereſts +. 


4 SS And ſome of us taking commiſſions from the country 


—— ſome of whom were guilty of blood, and ge- 
| , of the ee: defections, and oppoſers of our 
Tefimon). : And ſome were prevailed with to take mo- 


3 ney from 3 others keeping country mixed mufters, 


dy virtue of Council orders, in ſuch a way as that they 
cold not ſuppoſe that it was in obedience to them,—- 
and look upon us as their militia. And thus many of 
us by their wiles and alarms, the laſt year at Glaſgow, 
were fadly enfnared and involved in an affociation with 
the very bulk of all the indulged, complying and perſe- 
cuting party in the. Weſt : — ntrary to both ſcripture 
and 6500 ns: ae ageing "Se ha 
| (1; 1 "UE 


+ Mr. William Boyd. that be might * what kindneſs he 
had for his old friends, and that he might be behind none in this, 
after be was ſetiled in Dalry, cauſed his elders io the night, to 
take out of their beds ſeverals of the diſſeoters in that pariſh, 
nad upon the Sabbath morning ſhaved the old men's beards to 
make them appear young that ſo they might pais for the pariſh, 
and fo preſented them to the recruiting officer: But was in th's 
diſappainted, as the officer would not accept of them becauſe of 
heir age. . Such was a part of the reward Mr. Boyd returned io 

old friends for contributing ſo largely for his main denance 
while he was road, as is before related. 
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| clear and:peremptoryin-this, thay it may "make uοfαν¹  - | 
t- ble to think on it; whereby. wd are ſtanding under Jack 
t⸗ à ſentence, Whidh we deliberstelx / a ton 
1 _ ourſetves; that if ever we did any more zen he 
E: people oſ theſe; abominatidna, the. Lord oui, zonkime - -* 
— us, till there were no remnant nor eſtaping, Ak. and 
15 this was done, not in raſhneſs, but Wit aſeripturetiires 
ſt tedent, Ezra'xi. 12, 13. and experience hath made this 
2 clear to us, we never mingled outſelves amongſt malig ?- 
0 nants, but the Lord purſued us with indignation- tt 
e ſtamped that ſin in legible characters upon our judgment, 
ir witneſs, Dumbar, Inverkithin, Pentland, Bothwel, He. R 
N A Sixth ſtep of our de fection and cauſe of mourning was 
7 our ſuffering the moſt material points of our teſtimon y, ;; 
h not only to be controyerted, but publicly oppoſed-and- © 
Fo diſowned by theſe three foreſaid miniſters. and their at» 3 
s complices, without a ſuitable; teſtimony againſt hem 
55 vomit again: Severals taking oecaſion to traffick wWittngn 
. them ſeveral ways, as if it hid been lawful to. cu nnd. 
. tarve in the Lord's matters, and ſo gradually, many'of _ - 4 
y us were brought in to hear, and plead for the-backilidan- 
N miniſters, both in Scotland, and theſe from Ireland, ant 
* to pay them ſtipends; and ſome of us who were chan 
- elders, by our then faithful miniſters, accepted of mew | 
„ admiffions from them, notwithſtanding of all their olg 
y and late defections, which in part, are to be ſeen in ur 
— Informatory Vindication, and the Teſtimony againſt Fart 
f toleration, given in by worthy Mr. Renwick $. .. And 


7 partly now legible in vive characters on all their pro- 
u ceedings. Thus we were brought to an owning of their 
2 corrupt and null Aſſemblies, Synods,. Preſbyteries, and 
e Seſſions, in our petitions, proteſtations, and otherwiſe: 
n Although they were many ways ary to the conſtitu- 


e tion of our former faithful General Aſſemblies, and, to 
the comely order of this church: by which men guilty | 
e of ſcandal, or bringing in novations to the church, plead- 
„ ing for, conſenting, or adviſing to ſinful compliances, 
4 or wh malignan i | ſe of 
„ or who were malignants and diſaffected to the cauſe o 
0 God, or who hy their counfel, countenance or approba» - 
l, tion, make themſelves acceſſory to any evil courle were 
1 „„ e fi 
4 t. And is now further «video: ia Mr. R-owick's Tftimany - 
vindicated. 3 | : | 8 1 
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8 „ incap able of Roo office in o Cha 8 kiouſ 
. 6r of truſt in ; the ſmalleſt ay 
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ſieee the General Aſſeubly, 1 


N ng, and 7 
- IAheir — cliped, 
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dicatories z but ra- 


before Chriſt's bar. (not to. judge but) ta 
Jaded, r ther 0 e betraying, and enz 
aufe, perletuting Andie, his friends, and 
hening his l es, burying our facred cove- 


= nantes and ſolemn engagements, and all the faithful teſti. 


monies 0 e of this church, and of the 
at 5 65 is land, with all the Acts of our faith- 
ral oy Sn Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath, 


and now impudeptly and ſtubornly defending and 
ing for their former, and later. offences, . and con- 
tinuing therein, "No man repenting 87 wickedneſs, in 
ing, what have 1 done, Jer, vill. „ Mat. i. 6, 7. "and 
In former lawful and faithful General Aſſemblies the 
gs of their fitting, voting and proceedings uſed, and 


* | ought to be the word of God, (Heis xv. 28. and xvi. 4.) 
the Confeſhon of Faith, Covenants, Acknowledgment 


of Sins, and Eng agement to duties, with the Acts, of 
former free and faithful General Aſſemblies, for which 
1638. feffion 26th, Decem. 
hut now the Soak of all their moving, vot- 
proceedings in their pretended Aſſemblies, is 
Eraſtian platform of Preſbyterian 
government (fo called) with their King's letters Sree 
See Brown's hiſtory of the Indul 
page 116. Object. 3. 
Former Aſſemblies as they revived and ratiſied what 


former free and lawful General Aſſemblies did, ſo they 
annulled all former corrupt Aﬀemblies. See Aﬀembly 


1638. who made many laudable acts. 


But now theſe 
acts are, at leaſt practically 


and by many doctrinally 


condemned, and corrupt Aﬀemdblies approved, via. theſe 


at Dundee, St. Atidrews, and Edinburgh, Anno 1652. 
who juſtified and enacted, the taking in the malignants 


into places of power and truſt, and perſecuted their faith- 
ful proteſting brethren. 


And now, as not ſatisfied to 
tread in the ſame ſteps, their preſent pretended Aſſem- 
blies labour by many ſtages to ſurpaſs them, notwith- 
ſtanding of the unparalleled perjury, bloodſhed, Wc. 
and the Lord's wrath written in legible characters upon 
that defection: As witncſs their juſtifying, and refuſing | 


to condemn their pretended Prelbytecies at * 
Lil. 
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, ing on defection contrary 
4 fully eſtabliſhed acts an 3 
. founded upon | 
2 der (in che 23d General Aſſembly of 
5 1562) c. that at the entry of every 

« work is to be anent trying and purging the members _Þ 
8 s thereof, requiring all, as they render the glory of God 
1 4 and the well of this kirk, and as they ſhall be anſwers 3 
) - able to God, that they give in che names and fans 
t <4 of any of their number, for removing of the ſlander 
f 66 which ariſes to the whoſe kirk by their admitting of a e 
L « ſuch members. Likeas, it is appointed hat any 2 
Tz « whoſe charge any thing is laid, ought to be remored.....* - : 
. « out of the Aſſembly until his cauſe-be tried; , x 
; «he be convicted, he can have no voice until then” . 3 
L c receive ſatis faction. The like is to be ſeen in the 6 J 
* ſubſ "il 


and 1580, 1581. Alſo all the faithful Aſſemblies of this 
church ſince the glorious: reformation in the year 1638, 
have followed the ſame ſteps, + SOT 

What ſhall we think of the pretended Aſſemblies now © 
where none are admitted to ft amongit them, but ſuch 

as are openly ſcandalous, guilty of both former and pre- 
ſent defections, directly contrary to the ſolemn oat 
engagements, conſtitutions and acts of the church c 
Scotland; and witneſſed againſt by many declarations, 
remonſtrances, proteſtations, and blood and ſufferings, 
Witneſs their admitting the whole train of the indulged, 
addreſſers for the toleration, bonders, teſters, curate- 
hearers who communicate with them; and ſuch as rode 
with the enemies for apprehending the Lord's people, 
ſat on their affizes, guarded. them to ſcaffulds, Cc. 
are admitted as elders, without repentance required or 
given; and of compliers with, and congivers at ſuch, 
almoſt the whole of their Aſſembly conſiſts. While they 
R decbarred 


ay . 


ent Aſſemblies; March 1568, Auguſt 6th,.159844s * 


_ | The les” 8 
. Aebarned Metis: Lining, Shields and Boyd for theie for. 
wu profeſſed faithfulneſs,” till they acknowledged (by 
receiving patiently. a reprimand; for}. their former faith. 
__  TulneG a8 ſchiſm, diviſion c., and ſubmitted and 
| Sibjected themſelves, their lives and doctrine to the cog· 
wine of their judicatories 3 thus Sehn ledging — 
3 0 be dn, and in to be duty , Mal; iii. 14, 15. | 
ah may it. eee ee Whether Prelates or 
3 ed Preſbyterians have given the deepeſt wound 
to the” — Scotland, and ſhall haye the greateſt 
challenge when the chief Shepherd comes Fo plead the 
"controverſies of Zion - | 
An former times, after a defection the — of church 
EE and ſtate, were, and ought to be reviſed, and ſeen what 
. we had attained unto, and thus entered ourſelves heirs 
unto our fathers, and built upon the good old foundas 
tion, (the rubiſh being once taken away) and ſo gone 
on to more perfection: But now we enter not with our 
old Maſter, Chriſt, but take a new charter from the o- 
pen enemies and their accomplices, and enter not our. 
bs * ſelves heirs to our fathers purchafe through blood and 
* _ wreſtlings, but to our grandfathers, as broken heirs to 
9 oi Evite the debt of the many vows and engagements, —and 
imonies that we and the whole land are inviolably en · 
unto : Far from the zeal and faithfulneſs of our 
chers in the General Aſſembly 1638, who notwith- 
a Kanns of all the threatenings of enemies, did approve 
and revive the acts of former free and lawful General 
Aſſemblies, and condemned and annulled corrupt Af- 
ſemblies, renewed the National Covenant,—depoſed 
and excommunicated the biſhops, Nc. Whereas now 
many curates, guilty of perjury, blood and perſecution, 
are continued,—by virtue of a letter from their King, 
and acts of their pretended parliament, and platform of 
their Preſbyteries, ſo called, - and enacting in their pre- 
tended General Aſſembly, 1590, that they would de- 
poſe no incumbents fimply for their judgment anent 
cChurch- government; and as is yet more palpable in 
their practice ſince, the civil powers ordaining collectors 
ſome of whom are Preſbyterian elders, (ſo called) to lift 


| the vacant ſtipends for the maintenance of the _—_ 
| an 


t The reader will remember and compare this with the pro · 
polal made by Mr. Lining at the Gen. Meet. Sept. 25th, 1689. 
and what was agreed upon by the n.ceting upon the th and 71b 
of Noveniber the fame year, 


theſe called Preſbyterian miniſters and profciJors,. Wau 


us, is now pleaded and diſputed for by our 


- The Append 


ad ſome profane Curates, contrary to our "Rs, 
diſcipline,” chap: ix. which calls ſuch Kan — I 
ſacrilege;= Yea theſe: hitelings and: ſoul-deſtroers ar 
ſuffered to preach, and adminiſter — 
enjoy denefices, beſides 2 in groſt places 
of the land; and collectors, 1 
intners, c. in Charles“ and: York's time, who 4 
ſeeming hazard durſt not preach the goſpel, . now ad- 
xirted without-a challenge. 3b er 
In former times, after 2 defection, the renewing of 
our ſolemn covenants was always ſet about.  'PhiszxchurchY 
according to many ſcripture precedents, Dent; xxix , 5 | 
12. Joſh. xxiv. 2 Chron xxxiv. 3. and xv. 12 
ts. 2 Kings xi. 17. and that as à fit and excellent m | 
toattain the favour of God, and to unite and 


them againſt the common enemy, and for the 
tion and propagation of the true reformed 5 — 3 as. 


in the years 1557, 1559, 1560, 1586, 1638, 1639, 
1643, and 1648. with che acknow lodgment of ann 
En gagement to Duties. > 


Nor what a dreadful and aſtoniſhing thing i is u, that 1 5 4 


theſe ſolemn vows and covenants, the marr! 
detwixt Chriſt and theſe nations ; a covenant to 
Chriſt's witneifes did always 
ſnffered, ſhould not 8 be. burnt by enemies; bit 


ws 3 * 
vilified, oppoſed and buried ? + ba 9 

Ah | we have not kept up a due imprefion of our ſu- 
lemn covenants with God, nor endeavoured to perform 
them; therefore hath given up the moſt part to a pal- 


pable difowning, - burying, renouncing and abjuring of 
them. The curſed thing which was before fecretiy with 


ſeers and watchmen, called erians. We have 
dealt treacherouſly with God, therefore he has given us 
up to treacherous dealers. 

Covenant-breaking is a moſt dangerous and dreadful 
lin, for which great is the wrath of the Lord that is 
kindted againſt theſe lands becauſe of forſaking and de(- 
piling the covenant, and often condemned, threatened, 
and ſeverely plagued of God, Pfalm Ixxv iii. 34,—37- 
Jer. xi. 10. 2 Kings xvii. 15. Lev. xxvi. 25. Deut. 
XXix. * Jer. xxii. 8, 9. Ezek. xvii. 15. Amos 
. 9. Joſh. vii. 11, 12. 2 Sam. xxü. 6 1. 


A ſeventh 


is © * 
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adhere, and for which. _ _ = 
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Fe - Aae ep: of defec tion and cauſe of mourning, 
"intend fiudying.perſonal reformation, and going be- 
fort cue: ancther- in the Example of a real reformation | 
——— been bad examples of deformation 
D practices, —th Athe-boly and jealous Gol 

-vp to build again. the things which we once 
Ez and ta an avowed diſowning of our covenants 
ed refarnation.. Neither endeavoured we, while God's 
Tandle ſhined upon our tabernacle, and his preſence and 
" = fallowedus in the wilderneſs as a cloud by day 
A pillar of fire by night, to get our caſe ſearch and 
_ diſcovered; and our hearth ſprinkled from. an evil con- 
 feience therefore moſt of us are given up to cenſcience · 
| - fins. We have not drawn with joy from our 
wellwof falvation while they were open, and running in 
2 and powerful ordinances; therefore God hath tuf- 
ed, Arlt ch Philiftines, Aud now our pros ſſing, back- 
fliding, and backbiting brethren to ſtop theſe wells. 
di A eight ſtep of defection and cauſe of mourning, is 
dur promiſcuous admitting of ſeverals into our meetings 
_ and-ſocieties, while known to be guilty of ſome one or 
more of theſe things, without any challenge or evidence 
of their ſenſe of, or ſorrow: for the ſame ; particularly 
admitting ſuch as ole away from Angus's regiment, or 
1 * charge in it, without giving a teſtimony 
Against it, and taking up their former ground and the 
od old way of managing it and likewiſe hearing and 
-- *<ealling- theſe three miniſters after all the diſcoveries of 
4 . their relinquiſhing and betraying the cauſe ; and our 
ſecurity, impenitency, obſtinacy and incorrigibleneſs un- 
9 der all the dreadful tokens of the Lord's indignation a- 
us becauſe of the ſame; fo that while he conti- 
nue tofinitc us, we are ſo far from humbling ourſelves 
that we look with an evil eye upon any that out of con- 
ſcience-diſowns, or diſcountenances us in theſe courſes, 
ſo that we wax worſe and worſe, and ſin more and more, 
as if we Had been delivered to commit all theſe abomina- 
tions, Jer. viii. 8. 6, 7. Iſa, xlii. 23, 22, 25. Lev. 
xxvi. 14,39. 
Vea, a toleration of all ertors,*hereſies and blaſphe- 
mies is now promoted and pleaded for, and connived at, 
notwithſtanding the clear light of the ſcripture to the 
contrary, and alſo of xeafon both human and divine,— 
as is evident in many ſcriptures, particularly Gen, Xxx, 


2, 3, 4. Exod. xxiii, 32, 33. Ehap. XXXiv. 12,—15- 
| Deut. 
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"roy, ſchiſm, profaneneſs, and whatſoever is contrary - to Ce 


ußon our 
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feat. Vi. 2;6,253 26. Joſh, xxii. 10 Deut. 
Ait. Pfal. ci. Ezek. xhii, 7, 8. Zech. xiii. 2. .. 
15, 16. Rom. Kill. 3, 4. Rev. ii. It is contrary aſo F 
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tbe Confeſſion of Faith, chapf 20. f 4. and chap. 343. 
(3: and contrary to our ſolemnly ſworn national co wV o- 
nants, which are inviolably binding. Is a toleration ß 
error the performing of thele vows of God upon us f rr 
is it not rather the way to caſt looſe the reformed rei- 
gion in Scotland, to hinder the reformation of England. 
to mat uniformity in one confeſſion of faith, &r ? Shall” 
we hereby extir pate Prelacy, Eraftianiſm, ſuperſtition, hea 


- Mi; = 
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nd doctrins and the power of godlineſs Or is it not ra- 
tber a nutſing them on our breaſts, and dandling them 4 
;2 Is this to free ourſelves of the guilt of 
other men's fag? Or is it not rather to partake with them 
therein, and fo to partake of their plagues ? Shall bßßÿ7f/ 
this the Lord be one, and his. name one in the three ling - 
dme? Is it not rather to multiply our gods according i 
to the number of our cities ? Ezek. xvii. 18, 19. Neb. 


v. 12. Ig. bal 2, 633 + 2 ; 
n 233 220% © 1 RITES. 41 
FA . — . _ 
As a toleration was not then eſtabliſhed by law, RN 
only projected and pled for; it may not be impro 2 I 
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mencement thereof: Particularly (for brevity's ſake) the 
dying teſtimony of old Jobn Wien, gardener n = - 
ſhire of Air, dated at Buſbee, April 10th, 1710, where: 
in he- ſays: FE 1 IR OO GT 8. 
ok A 


——NEITHER dare I acknowledge theſe miniſters” 
to be faithful who complied with Prelacy, or the indul- 
gence, or any who came in under the ſconce of York's | 
abominable toleration, and have not given a faithful teſ- 
timony againſt the ſame. Very unlike the faithful teſti- 
monies of our faithful miniſters in the times of purity; 
and eſpecially that teſtimony given by the miniſters of 
Perth and Fife Againſt Cromwell's toleration; and the 


— 


teſtimony of the General Aſſembly in their Declaration 
and Exhortation to their brethren in England. They 
ſay, „ What is liberty of conſcience, but liberty of er- 
* ror, ſcandal, ſchiſm, hereſy, diſhonour of God, op- 
Es Ppp « poſing 


Fe : © poſing the truth, hindering teformatian, ſeducigg of 


* 


* F * * ad 1 by * 
Fe * CO » ”" k . — * . 7 pg * A | R 
* — * G 1 > 
4 . 
. 4 . o * 
' The A, nd. : 
0 2 0 
= 8 7 
* 2 1 2 = : 


- * * -othets, r.?“ And the miniſters of the county Pala. 
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tine of Lancaſter in their harmonious teſtimony againſt 
foleration, fubferibed by them March 77>, 1647, do fitly 
Add, „ That a toleratiofs)is the putting a ſword in a mad 
* man's hand, a cup of perſon in the hand of a child, 3 
N letting looſe of madmen with firebrands in their hands, 
* an appointing of a city of refuge in men's conſciences 
* for the devil to flee to, and a laying of a ſtumbling. 
block before the blind, a proclaiming liberty for the 
© wolves to come into Chriſt's fold, to prey upon his 
ec Jambs;; a toleration of ſoul- murder, the greateſt of all 
* murder, Sc.“ Thereſore 1 durſt not ſay a confede- 
Tracy with, nor hear ſuch miniſters, nor own them as 
faithful miniſters ; — becauſe they bare never 2s yet laid 
down a cleanly way to purge the church of Scotland of 
All che abeminable things that have beenFeommitted 
therein; and any amongſt them that appear to be more 


faithful and tender-hearted than others, they dare not 


uſe their freedom, for ſear of being put out of their ſy- 
nugogue: So that now the church of Scotland ſeems to 
be in as fad a caſe as ever the was in, when by act of par- 
KHament they have fold away all theſe noble rights both 
ef church and ſtate that were ſo dearly conquiſhed in 


| I 8 F | ur. father's days. 3 Re OA 1 
do dreadful wickedneſs is in that ſinful union be- 


git Scotland and England! The nobility of Scotland 
have: given away their power to the beaſt.— And oh | 
Row fad ! that ſo few of them have had a heart to give 
faithful teſtimony againf the ſame 3 and any miniſters 
that are more free and faithful in giving warning to the 
poor miſled people, alb the reft are crying out againſt 
them with deſpite.— Therefore I leave my Proteſtation 
and teftimony againſt all, both in church and ftate, who 
have trahſacted, aſſiſted, conſented to or connived with 
chem that did it, and that have not in their place and 
ſtation teſtified againſt it, for theſe hade given their con- 
ſent to it in leſs or more: Yea, they are all guilty be- 
fore the Lord who are not humbled and mourning be- 
fore the Lord for the fame. NO IN "IM 


\ 


Prelacy brake down and burnt our glorious covenanted 
reformation, and this baſtard. Eraſtian Preſbytery hath 
buried it in deey forget fulneſs. But I die in the faith oi 
it, that the burying of it ſhall hercafter be its glorious re- 

ſurrection. But I am ſure of this, that there 8 e 
| F R 
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. remnat, while hunted as partridges on the mountains, 
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it. S. 
t6 build by ruined work. Blood, blood {hall hes 
in plenty in Scotland, for the innocent blood ſhed then 
n. Thus far with mine gyn hand z but being + 

weak and bed-faſt, I muſt pon pie, the hand of ary | 
other. . Fant 
Now having briefly tald what 1 own pn what-L Ac 
own, I think fit in the next place, to give an n 
when the Lord began to take a dealing with my ſoul 


which in all humilit uy I defire only to do for his glory; 
and to provoke ot 


ers who ſhall ariſe, to fall in love - 
with my kind Lord. 


If ever I got good of the goſpel, it wasgthider the mk 
viſtry of that great and ſhining light Mr. William Gu 
thrie. O! how ſweet did the Lord make the free of- 
fers of himſelf to my foul by dear Mr. Guthrie; fo that 
after the miniſters, Ga eſpecially he, were caſt out; of 


their churches, it was very ſad and heavy for me to bears 


So my dear miniſter being removed; Een to enter 12 
to ſolemn covenantin with God. 

The next remarkable paſſage of his love was at bay: 
tole communion, where I took my communion with 3 
ſolemn ſurrendering and giving away myſelfto the Lord. 
O! the remembrance of that time hath often ſince r6 
freſhed my foul ; albeit I had heard the curates and t 
back{liden miniſters, yet the Lord made light to ariſe-by 
ſeveral of them who were more faithful than others, as 
Mr. John Kid, Mr. John King, Mr. John Dickſon, but 
particularly by faithful Mr. Richard Cameron, who Was 
—_— pleafantly to redd marches betwixt ſin and du- 

After the defeat at Bothwel, I was intercommuned 
50 declared rebel. The pleaſanteſt time that ever I ens 
joyed was then, when I was joined with that ſuffering 


in following the perſecuted goſpel, eſpecially in pleafant 
Mr, Renwick's time, who was helped to be faithful in 
his life and at his death, "oe 

But as I may remember theſe days with.joy and come | 
fort 3 ſo with as much grief and ſorrow I may remembes 
what followed: For he being gone, and having handed 
down a FRY and. well-ſtated teſtimony ale the re- 


Pp p 2 eden ne 


| h 42 
* Ape is extent Give 4p bis covenant ———_— he 0% % 
is dated July 1664, the ſecond Avpuft 4th, 1678. the thir 
Top 7 26th, 1689. the fourth March 3d 1689. the fifth Jan. 
Iit, x6 96. 


i 5 : E Agen 


2 thoſe that ſhould have . W n 
ully betrayed it into the hands of its enemies, 
put all into the ſaddeſt of confuſions 3 and not only 


3 boy ee e bulk af that! pleaſant party along with 


them who. had been helped t to ſtand it out-faithfully 


Auring the heat of perſecution, who were now by the 
fubtile draughts and fair ſpeeches of theſe three treache. 
ros men; Mefirs. Lining, Shields and Boyd, led aſide 


+ into defection, from one ſtep into another, until they 


were as foul as the time could make them. O] but 
theſe were ſad and breaking times; and I wanted not 


my part of the trials of theſe times, by reaſon of the 


: great reſpect I bore to theſe perſons of quality in the 


2 


place where I then reſided, (viz. Kerſland) and any 


' thing I was then drawn into, when the Lord reckoned 
wich me for it, was made as the terrots af n unte 


- = 


"0 ! that was a dark thne; as ever mine —— But 
Shen it pleaſed the Lord to give a little light and a little 
comfort and help, by raiſing up and ſpixiting ſome. to be 
means in his hand to gather ſome few'of the once many 
— Feattered people of the Lord, and to bring them. to. un. 

and their ways and one another's 454A and to take 
8 the fallen teſtimony, (chough in a private way and ca- 
-acity) ; this was a new joy and comfort unto me. The 
Spuſes of faſts were then ſweet, The public teſtimonies 
Here then deſireable. Our meetings ſweet and refreſh- 
tal; pleaſant were our out-goings, and tweet our home- 
. .comings, But after the death of brave Sir Robert Ha- 
Milton, the clouds began to darken our ſkies. © + 
After many fruitleſs effays,—it pleaſed the wed to 
lend us a blink of the goſpel; but it hath bur a winter 
beam or heat, how long i it ſhall continue, God only know- 
eth. O that both miniſters and people may be tender 
and faithful both in the cauſe, and in their converſation, 


(nd then you may look for the longer continuance of it. 


And now being on the borders of eternity, I dare not 
ence doubt but he who hath begun this —— will alſo 
perfect and finiſh it. But O ! to have · it once fairly f 


—— Neither dare I call in queſtion that this is the 


way that I die owning, he having ſo often confir- 
—_ 971 oul therein by his word and ſpirit, that it were 
2 piece t great rebellion in me once to doubt it: Neith- 
er am I in the leaſt doubt but that his cauſe ſhall yet 
N —let * miniſters and mp: do their 


— mn » 

dDde Appendis. 
utmoſt to hinder it, yet in ſpite of them all, Quit | —9 
erer deſire to ſee it, ſtrive to be faithful to the cauſe, aeg 
lous, holy . e er dh 
well-doing! Weary not in following rie 
time may, be lengthened out yet) The Lord be wittng 
you all. ' I ſhall ſay no more; but to him that muſt con- "ll 
firm, comfort and eftabliſh you, and give me à fair lan- 


dae, April 10, ne., JOUR WILSON. 


125 Here follows a 2 Extra@ts from the dying Teſtimony 
Ar. * BERT SMITH, Student of Divinity, &. 


IN our own country I heard that faithful ſervant of 


me to devote, and dedicate myſelf to the Lord and his - 


Plant; faithful Mr. Renwick. The Revolution coming 


the Declaration 1692, a conſiderable party from the ſe- 
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ger uß and be glorious in Scotland. But O. as eu 


vllowing your dutyz for tte 


ding, be praiſe both now and for ever. AUX. oO 
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Jeſus Chriſt Mr. James Renwick on Heb. xiii. 13. 
ough my acceſs to it was with. great difficulty,' and 
ſeeming n after, joining with the perſecut- 
ed party, I frequented their Meetings with pleaſure and 
delight. During which time the Lord was training me 
up for after times, and feeding me as a lamb in a large 4 
paſture, and clearing me about my ſouls intereſt from 
many ſweet ſcriptures, and anſwers of prayer, making | 


ſuffering cauſe (in the work of the miniſtry) and inteſti- 
mony of his acceptance of my poor offer, he ſealed ant 
confirmed the ſame with his Holy Spirit of truth upon 
my ſpirit, with the joys of the Holy Ghoſt, for about a 
year and a half, —But after the death of that pleaſant 


on, the breaking of the party ſoon followed. The three 
miniſters ſoon leaving us, joined with the corrupt eſta- 
bliſhment 1690. fins ſnares- and defections growing a- 
=>: Toba the breaking of the party, there were ſeveral 

eetings betwixt the remaining diſſenters at length by 
the firſt eight cauſes {or ſteps of * defection, called Tin- 
nald Paper, upen which ſome Faſt-days were kept) and 


veral 


® Several of theſe old men in their dying teſtimonies mention 
theſe eight cauſes upon which their f:ſ faſt day was kept, as 
being the ſweeteſt faſt-day they bad ſeen of a long time before, 
particularly old John Matheſon, who was ont vt theſe baniſhed | 
ts Carolina, | | 
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dnl es came bs be wilted ug upon the old ground 
Dad ſutable mebſures for regulating kheir-Mesxingt 
id dben ! And fone from the other two'nations Hear. 
ming of cor comely order, and that the Lord was amongſt 
us deſired our help to rectify diſorders amongſt them, and 
db eres. ſellowſhips: Whereupon the General Meeting 
iet John Clark and me, twice to Ireland, and as often 
with others I was ſent to England; where we got fel. 
low ſhips erected according to dur own order at home.—. 

After the emiſſion: of the foreſaid Declaration, per. 
ſecution ariſing a little, ſome of our number being tak. 
M en and impriſoned (for eight months) others ſought after 
EZ who fell not into their hands. Mr. James Kid who was 


Dolleges in philoſophy and divinity for printing the ſaid 

Declaration together with Mr. Hugh Binningspiece a- 
gainſt #fideiation, had been impriſoned thereF= Where. 
N N e 1 " 


=. 
>. 


a * 


3 | 
fixed to the quarto volume of hisgfermona/Uonbes, or atmoſt de, 
nmies Mr. Bigpigg 10 be the aytho ro bis of conſcience con- 
T per here to ſhew 


cerning affociation, r 
$. on that head. 


=p c. Itymay;natbe 
ite groundlefſgely of eee f 
HMRe ſays, It is much quel by 


bock was really Mr. B 8 caufe the Publ ſhier con- 
= "#.ceals his name, and brings ng manger of voucher ſhewing that 
en Mc, Binning's, Cg.“ Thisgs ſomewhat ſtrange, that 


: Ihe 10 
Nameleſs Avrnor ſhould quarrePthat bock becauſe the Pu · 
bliſher hath omitted to tell his name, and hath only in ſerted the 
Author's name - He might have known that it was not Loop 2 
ſeeret that Mr. James Kid (vho was afterward ſett led miniſter 
in Queen's-ſerry) was the Publiſher; and upon that account 
| ſuffered both long long impriſonment at Utrecht, and the ſeizore 
of all that they could get of the books ; and as for vouchers, 
Mrs. Binning, the reſict of the worthy authör bejog then alive, 
and having connexion, and much corte ſpondenes with Mr. Has 
milton, Mr. Renwick, and many of the perſecuted ſociety peo- 
ple, and of the ſame ſentiments with them, as appears by feve- 
ral letters yet extant in their own band writ; and Mr. Ren ; 
wick {peaks of her in ſome of his letters, as in the 49 and 104 pa · 
ges of the printed volume of his letters: but eſpecially it appears 
dy a paragraph which is omitted in the printed copy, page 58. 
which ſhall be here tranſcribed from the original wiitten with his 
own band, wherein he ſays, © Likewiſe (a&cord'ng to your 
direction) I challenged Mis. Binning—upon the commendati - 
on ſhe gave to 1 Wilſon, in her Letter to you: But ſhe 
* fſays, That the had not then ſeen his teſtimony, «64 was ſbr- 
ry when ſhe ſawit, that it was ſo con: raiy both to her thoughts 
* and commendation of him.“ And likewile a potlcriptito the 
zoth Letter relative to the ſame mgticr, is alſo omuted. And 
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Bone abroad about a year before to qualify himſelf at their 
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Len, to Know of hig affairs, and to miniſter comfort 

s him, the General Meeting made choice of me 10. 

0 go over to him. ſo with difficulty getting me loofed from 
„charge (being then in Earlſtoun's, teaching His chi- 

1 dren) I went.. But except the firſt packet of letters, 1 

could get no more in to him, neither could L have access 

to him 1. 0 during the whole time of his impriſon- 

. ment. $9 writing an account of this to theſe wh fent 

Y me, and to know what was their will further, —they-  - 

Y wrote again, ordering me to ſtay ſtill there and go to 

1 ſome of their Colleges. But I not ſeeing it fit to go t 

1 Utrecht, teſt I ſhould be clapt up befide Mr. Kid, being. 4 

0 the fame mind with him anent thefe things for which | 3 
ble was impriſoned, I went to Groningen College, ers 
4 Jeommenced maſter of arte, no iniquious impoſition be- 1 
t. ing there laid upon me, which before in Glaſgow I had 1 
6: Pennech pesgafe of the oath then tendered to ſuch as 

8 paſled eh Geprees biading them to Prelacy, Sr. 

% Wear aring of Me. Kid's liberation, I went to Utrecht and 

2 ß at 

e . | = vn 3 K 7 e ere 

W. ibo the fame time har Mr. Binning's book. was printed, white 

W Sic Roben Mumien Was. ebe account of the de- 

d. elatation in 1697. be itte @ Vetter ic Mrs, Bioning, whereig , 

at he complains of her unwonted filence, in his honourable bonds - 
5 for ſuch a noble Maſter ; pet truſting her iympathy is gor dimi- 1 
at niſned, he adds, O my worthy friend, I cane Expreſs 4 
at * Chiiſt's. love and kindneſs fence. the time of ay bonds — 1 
11s „bath broke up-new treaſures of felt love and e T 
hs * hath been pſeaſed to give me viſitatiens of Tore and zecefs W z 
2 *, himſelf, to comfort and confirm poor feckleſs me mary wayy,* . 44 
er * that this is his way that is now petſecuted, and that it is his ! = 
nt 15 Preciogs truths, intereſts, and concerns that I am now ſuffe ring 2 
re for, whateverenemies wih their. aſſociated miniſters and prov. - 
'S, * {eſſors way allege, &c.? : oe Be So En 4 
e, By which it is evident that they had much corre ſpondence 3 
FO wih Mis Rianing and there is yet a fair and correct niagelcript ? 4 
o- copy of the for laid books extant, which was in Sit Roberts guſ- 71 
e- wy, and it is more than grobeble that it was procured from 2 
n · Mrs'B-noing efpecially as the ſurvived its publication without 3 
Th quarreting it. . 1 : 
ars kt is unneee ſſary to notice what further is thrown cut by the. 
8. forefaid anovymons writer againſt the Book and the Publiſher 
nis as Mr. Wodrow in the preface to Mr. Binnings oQaro volume | 
ur of Sermons printed 2760, hath modeſtly animadverted therenpor - #3 
ti- and ſays there is no reaſon to doubt if it was Mr. Rinnings, he 
ſne alſo ingenuouſly corf. lleth that there is io it the belt colleti:on of 
dr- ſcriptures he knows concerniog the fin and danger of jo:inirg with 
bts wicked and ungodly men &. and that it was wrote in a {moth 
he good ſtile, agreeable enough to Mr Binuings (catiinents in lome 3 
nd of his Ermons, % ; 4 „ 


our 2 | ; 


25 KY "ow dents. 


fat down wich him there for another ſeſſion of that Col. 
lege, mean while finding him loſing his old ground and 


Kine principles, and drinking in the indulged lax Eraſtian 


. he became rather a ſnare, a burden, and a 
+ trial, than a comfort and help to me 80 ſeeing I could 
not tain licence and ordination, I made all the haſte I 


5 could from thence. My experiences there, and returns 
odlf prayer were not ſo . as they were great and good 
5 o ONES. 1 


When guigg off from Leith, I took on Jacob's Be- 


, thel-vow, with this addition, to be kept right in my 


prineiples; and therein the Lord heard me, and reſtored 
me ſafe both in body and prineiple, notwithſtanding of 
many great afſaults I had, eſpecially from my own coun- 


trymen, to relinquiſh the ſame. Whereas | Kid res 
turned not fo. | 


When Ireturned, I ſojourned 3 ong the anc for 
their encouragement and ſtrengthening ; and indeed it 
was eaſy for me, ſo long as that great man Sir Robert 
Hamilton lived, and was able to travel among the party; 


| for he, laying his worldly honour in the duſt, out of true 


love to his royal and princely Maſter's honour,' was as 2 


father to us all 5 while he , n went well 


with us. 


Nor W enn for any mere of 3 it, nor for others 
of the fame nature; it may ſuffice at preſent to ſhew 


that there are extant about twenty dying teſtimonies of 
ſuch of the ſociety people as overlived the perſecuting pe- 


riod, many of whom died before, or ſhortly after the 
year 1700, wherein is ſhewed what they owned and what 
they diſowned, many of their exerciſes and ſpiritual ex- 

iences, nt the comfort and aſſurance they had at 


their death, Sc. which teſtimonies or extracts from 


them, theſe in whoſe cuſtody they are, ſhall willingly 


make 3 if deſired. 
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amel for eng the ignorant Wa wiadvevrohe 5 
for awakening the careleſs and ſecure ; for ſtirrings1 
4 unto the exereiſe of repentance and faith towards 


75 *? 


Soc and for perſuading unto ray union a4 
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The lion hath 1 8 BY not * 2 . 75 Go 
| kath ſpoken, who will not propheſy ? Amos Bi. 8. 

. bt meaneft thou, O ſleeper ? Ariſe, call upon. thy Ged, 
if fo be that Ged will think upon ws, that nc Her fo not, 
onah 1. 6. 

I will come unto thee quickly, and remove thy candleflick 


aut of ig pace, except thou g Rev. it. 8. 
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From that PIRATE; ail, errors ——— bergen that doth 
—— in the neighbour nation of England, and our vi 
trinity thereunto, and intimate and daii) 3 
_ therewith. 2 


$44 


S « 


| mY is far from my purpoſe tocaſt any impuation upon 
England, or to render tke neighbour church and 
nation rile in the eyes of any, by. diſcovering their na- 


kedneſs, in reckoning up the many peſtilent errors and 


hereſies that many therein are infected with; I know 

there be many thouſands in that land who have not 

bowed their knees to Baal, nor.defled their garments 

by departing from the faith; but e fadly bemoan, and 

faithfully bear witneſs againſt the ng 2 away of others, 
And I do eaſily acknowledge, that England hath a great 

and company of precious, and ſound, and 
able, and-godly minifters and profeffors, as readily are 
to be und in any nation or church upon the earth; but 

1 hope it ſhall be no injury nor offence to ſay, (and 
would to God I could ſpeak it with that compaſſionate 
reſentment and ferious affectedneſs of heart, that doth 
become in fo fad and ſoul-concerning a caſe) that a great 
many in that church and nation, are infected with ma- 
ny noiſome errors and peſtilent hereſies, which fret as 
a gangrene unto the deſtroying of many poor ſouls. 1 
there almoſt any of the precious and neceſſary truths of 
God, but bath ſome oppoſers and contradicters in Ene- 
land? Not only are the beautiful ſuperſtructures thrown 
down, but the very loweſt and moſt neceſſary foundati- 
ons af the Chriftian religion razed and plucked up by 
the roots by the blafphemies of fome. To diſpnte, and 
declaim, and write againſt the bleſſed Trinity, againſt 
the divinity of the eternal Son of God, Jeſus Chriſt, 

who is over all, God bleſſed for ever, againſt the ſacred 

teriptures, that they are not the word of God, * wich 
not 
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not a few, things common and ordinary: Yea, theſe | e 
very things which ES and Mahometans, and not a few 
3-and:which being de- 


in Pagan nations do ac 


ef 


ied, the condition of a man is little better than on of 


a beaſt ; ſuch as, 1 immortality of the ſoul, the reſur- 
rection of the de des 
and eternal puni 


ments; are, by Merle wantonly de- 


bated, and by ſome pertinaciouſly denied and impugned. . 
The time was, and that not many years ago, when Inde- 
ſendeney, Eraſtiandſm, "Browniſm; and And bapriſm inithat | 
land, were looked upon as threatening danger to the 
churches and work of reformation in theſe nations ; yet 
in compariſon to the errors that now abound in Eug- 
land, theſe are but as mole-hills to mountains. The 
whole body of Arminianiſm, Antinomianiſm, Pelagianiſm, 
| Sreintdaniſm, Famili lifm, vakerifm, and almoſt what not, 
that hath at any time been broached by the father of lies, 
and infeſted the Chriſtian church, but hath ſome broc- 


bers and patrons there. That theſe things are ſo, is 
but tos ſadly true, and theſe things being ſo, Is not the 
church of Scotland by reaſon of it's vicinity unto, and 
intimate and daily gorreſpondence and commerce with 
Englami, in imminent. hazard to be tainted with infecti- 
on thereby? The ty and next neighbourhood of 
nations and churches lbpecially when attended with in- 
timate and ordinary fellowſhip; hath always had great” 


influence upon the manners of one another, chiefly as to 
the depraving and corrupting. of religion ; to which all 


the ſons of men, by reaſon of their in-bred i ignorance 


d, heaven and hell, eternal rewards. 


and inſtability, and the power of corrupt imaginations, 


are of themſelves but too prone. The children of -Ifracl, 
(not only) when they lived in the land of Egypt, were. 
infected with many idolatrous and heathenith cuſtoms, 
Ezek. xxi. 27. (but even) when ſeparated and brought 
into Canaan, albeit railed in and fenced with the holy 
and perfect law of the Lord, to which was added the 
ſanction of many great and precious promiſes to ſuch as 
did obey, and of many dreadful threatnings againſt the 
diſobedient and rebellious, which were accordingly veri- 
hed by God in eminent acts of his juſtice and goodneſs; 
the idolatrous opinions and practices of their neighbour 
nations had ſuch influence upon them, that they could 
not be kept (ſcarce at any time for one generation to- 
* from learning their works, and going a whoring 
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2309. Tea, ſometimes came to be worſe than the heath. 
e, whom. the Lord had deſtroyed: before them, 2 Chron. 


" ihe — 2 


alter ene dad pfal. cvi. 35, Ss 37, 38, | 


-  XXXitt.g. and. to-change his judgments into wickedneſs, 
- more. than the nations, and his ſtatutes - more than the 
- countries that were round about them, Ezek. v. 6. e. 
ſpecially after that religion came to be corrupted amongſt 
the ten tribes by Jeroboam,, his erecting the calves at 
Dan and. Bethel. Judah and Jerufalem, though they 
had the temple, and the ark, and the oracle, and the al- 
tar, with all the other ordinances of God, and alſo ma- 
ny prophets riſing up early, and ſpeaking to them in 
the name of the Lord, did then become treacherous, 
Jer. iii. 11: When Abalab ſaw what Abolibab had done, 
ſhe became more corrupt in her inordinate dove than ſbe, 
and in her whoredoms more than her ſiſter in her whire- 
domi, till the Lord Jaw that be was defiled, and that 
they took both one way Ezek. xxiii. 11, 13. The hiſtories 
of the Engliſh and Scotch nations and churches, do teſ- 
tify, that they have for moſt part run one lot, both as 
to their reforming and corrupting of religion. This 
conſideration was the prime ground of theſe confedera- 
cies that were tranſacted, firſt, beten Q. Eliz. of Ene- 
land, and the lords of the congregation in Scotland ; — 
afterwards between that queen and king James the VI. 
It was alſo this eſpecially, that did induce theſe nations 
and churches to engage themſelves in the ſolemn league 
and covenant, Anno 1643. becauſe (as it is expreſſed by 
the miniſters of England in their letter to the General 
Aſſembly of the church of Scotland, Anno 1641) they 
did know and acknowledge, that theſe churches of 
England Scotland, ſeem both to be imbarked in. the 
© {ame bottom, to ſink and ſwim together, and are ſo 
« nigh conjoined by fo many ſtrong ties, not only as fel- 
© low-members, under the ſame head, Chriſt, and fel- 
© low-ſubjects, under the ſame king; but alfo by ſuch 
* neighbourhood and vicinity of place, that if any evil 
_ © ſhall much infeſt the one, the other cannot be altoge- 
© ther free, or if for the preſent it mould, yet in pro- 
© cefs of time it would ſenſibly ſuffer alſo. Which is al- 
ſo homologated by the Aſſembly in their anſwer to that 
jetter: We have learned (ſay they) by long experi- 
© ence, ever ſince the time of reformation, and eſpecial- 
© ly after the two kingdoms have been by the great good- 
* neſs of Cod both, united under one head and ä 
ut 


. Dangers that threaten: Religion, 493 
6 but moſt of all, of late, which is not unknown to you,: 
« what danger and contagion in matters of kirk-govern- 
ment, of divine worſhip,” and of doArine, may come 
from the one kirk to the other; which beſides all other 

© reaſons, may make us pray to God, and to deſixe du. 
and all that love the honour of Chriſt, and the prace of | 
© theſe kirks and kingdoms, heartily 'to-endedvyour;,” that 
© there might be in both kirks one Coiifeſſion of Faith, 
© one Directory for Public Worſhip; one Catechiſm, Arc 
© ane Form of Kirk- Government, And the Comimif- 
foners of the Parliament of England in the propoſitiops 
given by them to a Committee, to be preſented to the 
General Aſſembly of this church, Anno 1643, for per- 
{wading of them to further and expedite the aid and aſ- 
ſiſtance, then demanded by both Houſes from the king- 
dom of Scotland, after they have given them to under-- 
ſtand, that by reaſon of the prevailing of Papiſts, the 
Prelatical faction, and other malignant enemies to theſe 
who defired reformation, the hopeful beginnings there- 
of, were likely not only to be rendered ineffectual, but 
all the former evils, ſuperſtitions and corruptions to be 
introduced by ſtrong hand, 5 L 

They do in the next place tell them, That if once 

© theſe again ſhould Fake root in the church and king- 
dom of England, they would quickly ſpread ther ven- 
© om and infection into the church, and kingdom of 
« Sctland ;* the truth of which being well known, both. 
to our church and ſtate, did prevail pon them to con- 
cur with Eugland in counſels and forces, for ſuppreſſing 
and preventing of theſe things, as may be ſeen in their 
anſwers to the declarations of the honourable houſcs of 
the Parliament of England, concerning that purpoſe. U- 
pon the ſame ground, the church of Scotland did fre- 
quently by her commiſſioners at London, and by her let- 
ters to the Parliament of Eugland, and ta the Aſſembly 
of Divines at Weftminfler, and by her exhortations to 
her brethren of Eugland, often warn of the danger ot 
errors and hereſies, when they were but yet in their firit 
buddings, and far from the height tha: they are now at 
in England. The words of the Aﬀembly in their de- 
claration and brotherly exhortation to their brethren'of 
England, Anno 1647, are worth the repeating in this 
caſe : (ſay they) while in the neighbour kingdom, The 
© ſtaves of beauty, and bands, covenant, and brother- 
© hood, are broken by many, the horn of „ 
= © an 


on tr Ae — 
* 7 7 - : 5 
- Y * a 
p a * * q 5” 
o 


WW * * 
5 — 
1 ** 


5 and fectarles exalted; the beſt affected borne down, re re. 


7 


oy . onfderitions on e 


1 
2 — 7 " 
94 


23 ebbing, 'berely and ſchiſm flowing; It can 
du be marve led at by any 7 — of prudence and 
„if we be ful of Rich ears, and. apprehen. 


RT a8 uf to he in theſe who dwell 17 b to a houſe 
At a. 5 


on' fire, or afa amily ine efpecia ally being taught 
by the "hr expe vn Be ol. the Prelatical times; how, 
as gene i in  theope balf of this Iſland may ſpread 


| «through: the whol: nowing. alſo the inveterate and 


<<nfatjable*, malice; of the enemies. of this cauſe and co. 


. © Yenant,” againſt this Thürch and kingdom, which we 


cannot be if gnorant of, unleſs we would ſhut our eyes, 
and ſtoß oür ears? I might cite many things to this 
ſe out of the public records of both churches and 
nations, but” theſe few 1 hope do ſufficiently witneſs, 
what were the thoughts and apprehenſions of men of 
judgment and underſtanding in both, but a very few, 
years ago, as to the danger of religion in Scatland in the 
caſe of Eng/and*s being infected with errors and hereſies. 
And if there was reaſon then ſo to judge, how much more 
now, when beſides the vicinity and contignity of theſe 
two, and the daily commerce and corre ondency that 


zs between the people thereof, Scotland, is incorporated 


into one civil body and government. with England, and 
have alfo the bar of civil laws for keeping out, and curb- 
ing of many errors and herefies taken away, and tolera- 
tion and protection allowed thereunto, by which it com- 
eth to paſs, that the danger which was formerly nigh 
unto us, is now alſo in our bowels. And to this I ſhall 
ſpeak in the next. place. | 


Conſideration Second. 


From the Infection of Errors and Herefi es already begun, 
and the footing that they have already got in this Church 
and Nation. 


HOUGH the plague when near unto us is danger- 

ous, and fire in our neighbour's houſe, can hardly 

be kept from taking hold of our own, yet infection in 
our 


we, 
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we 
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aur own body i is more dangerous and much harder it 
is to keep our houſe from burning when. the fire 1 


| already ſeized upon it, and the flames are flaſhing about 


our cars j and this is the cafe that the chütch of, 7528 
land, and religion therein, do ſtand in at this day: Not. 
only have we amongſt us many ſtrangers who vent their. 4 
errors at will, and without controulment, bu ſundry al- 
{ of our own church and nation, ire come to be infeQ-. 
ed therewith. © The miniftry of the land, though differ-. 
ing in that unhappy queſtion about the public reſolutions, 
yet are by tbe ſingular mercy and goodnefs of God, for 
any thing that yet doth appear, kept ſound and unan- 
imous in their judgments againſt the errors of the times ʒ 
and fo alſo is the body of the people accarding to the. 
meaſure of their knowledge in their ſeveral ranks and. 
degrees; neither have ſectaries ſo much cauſe to boaſt 
of their number and growth in Scotland, as commonly 
they do give out; they are (bleſſed: | de the God of 
truth and of mercy for it) as yet but very few, and in- 
conſiderable in compariſon to the body he? this church, 
ſcarce one to a thouſand ; yet is the infection ſuch, as 
ought not to be deſp fed or neglected, as threatning no 
_ to religion and the work of reformation amongſt 
: Beſides ſundry others who are infected with errors 
in are forts, there being not a few of theſe monſtru- 
ouſly erring- ſouls, commonly called Quaters, who ſtrike 
at the root of Chriſtian religion, by denying the ſcrip- 
tures to be the word of God, and ſetting up, and hold- 
ing forth their own doting fancies, and foolith imagma- 
tions, under the name of the light within them, as 
the infallible dictates of the Spirit of truth, and by de- 
nying the in-being of ſin, and afferting the perfection 
of the new creature in the regenerated, even to ſuch a 
meaſure of righteouſneſs and holineſs, as is equal with 
that of our bleſſed Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and by 
denying the reſurrection of the body from che dead, 
and maintaining many other errors, which though abo- 
minable and vile in themſelves, yet are boldly vented 
and actively ſpread by theſe perſons ; and which is more 
— ſad experience proveth in both nations, that 
not a few, and theſe not of the moſt ignorant and feem- 
ingly profane, are apt to receive, and be carried away 
with theſe ſtrange deluſions : And therefore ſhould we 
not be ſo flothful and ſecure, as to think that religion is 
not in hazard by the infection already begun —_ 
he 


be apoſtle telleth us, Thot a fittle: leaven Teaveneth fl 
whole lump, 1 F234 v. G. And if the church of Corinth 
wes in hazard by one inceſtuous perſon, finuing againſt 
the light of gature, ſhall we not judge ourſelves to be in 
hazard by ſome hundreds; the lcaven of whoſe errors ig 
nat ſo ſour to the natural man's taſte. As the infection 
ol the plague of peſtilence hath in a little time derived 
itſelf into many, and at laſt brought fortli the ruin of 
great and populous cities and ſocieties, ſo hath the gan- 

grene of error often: ſpread. itſelf from one or a few mem. 

ders of particular viſible churches unto the body of viſible 
_ Profeſſors therein; that from the ſole of the foot unto 
the top 5 has been little or no ſound- 
neſs, but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores. 
The Arrian hereſy, which was one of the moſt danger. 


dus and dreadful, chat ever troubled the Chriſtian church, 


had its beginning from one Preſbyter in the church of 
Alexandria in Egypt, and yet did run ſo faſt and ſo far, 
- that in a few years, it did overſpread a great part of the 
Chriſtian world, which made Ferome ſay, that the 
world did groan and wonder at, itſelf, that it was be- 

come Arian. We will ordinaritffind, that the great - 

eſt and moſt prevailing hereſies, have had their riſe and 
original from very {mall beginnings, and that their au- 
thors and abettors have been at firſt but very few and in- 
confiderable. If we will not believe our ears, and that 
which: our fathers have told us, yet let us believe our 
eyes, and that which experience hath taught us. How 
_ few and inconliderable were the ſectaries in theſe nations 


| © fome eighteen ar twenty years ago? And how numer- 


ous are they at this day? The 2yakers (beſides many 
| Others of ſeveral ſorts) do boaſt themſelves to be for 

number ſundry ten thouſands; And yet I do believe, 
that within theſe ſixteen years, or little more, ſcarce 
were ten ſingle perſons of that judgment, heard of in a- 
ny place of theſe nations; and their increaſing in ſo ſhort } 
a time to ſo great a number, may convincingly teach us, 
that we may and onght to fear the growth and increalc 
of ſectaries in Scotland, albeit their number for the pre- 
ſent be not great: And though haply there be not in 
every reſpect, ſuch an aptitude in the people in this na- 
tion to receive errors, nor ſuch parts and abilities for 
| ſpreading of them as in ſundry of the Eugliſb, and that 
we have alſo the advantage of church- diſcipline for curb- 


ing of them; yet ſhould we not upon f apprehenſions 
j 1 1 
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A theſe, be ſecure: Errors have 1 no ſmall Wöcheg . 
mongſt us already, and if the infe&tion could enter, while 
the body is more intire and ſound; how much more is 
1 25 60 ſpread; when ſundry he members are or- 
Ie f ſhall take à view*of the many great ad- 
lis: that the ſpirit of error and delufion*tratly ar 
this time, for ſtrengthening and enlarging” itſelf Was: 
nd, a man that Kath: but Half an eye, may Tee; that fe- 
ligion is eminently in Hazard thereby. 'Therefor | 


now N to Tea ſomewhat unte wm ne © rity 
110 2 15 4118 Ss 

; tt * * "HEM [Tora * "i ary Bolt” IN ; 

"_ = 


a3 Os 7 


+ > ts at {rg "_ k 


„ 


: te nba — — ip Y 


RN ” 


from, ihe Toleration and rote ien that 14 bade fir; or and | 
W to many ere Error. and 225 * oy 


PHAT A the civil magiſtrate i Is A pointed of 8 to 
take care, not only of che things that do be- 

. unto, righteouſneſs, and concern t e civil peace, 
and natural life of man, but alſo of the things that 
cern religion, and dg xeſpect the glory of God, and. the 
good of ſouls : And that in ſubordination to theſe ends, 
luch outward impediments and obſtructions as dohinder 
the ſame, ought by him to be removed out of the way, 
and not to be oletated in a Chriſtian commonwealth; 
is a truth ſo clearly ſet down in the ſcriptures, and ſo 
fully confirmed in the writings of divines, and ſo plainly 
and ſolemnly engaged unto in the Sotemn League and 
Covenant, that it were needleſs for me to inſiſt upon the 
proof thereof : Neither is this my purpoſe, if any do de- 
lire to furniſh themſelves with ſcripture and reaſon, in 
theſe things, they will find ſomewhat for their help in 
the former Teſtimony, and in the Warning and Teſti- 
e- mony of the reverend Preſbytery of Edinburgh, lately 


in emitted againſt that ſinful and unſeaſonable Petition of 
a- ſome of our unhappy country-men to the Parliament of 
or England : That which we have to lament, is, That not- 
at withſtanding the clear light of the ſcriptures, and that 
* reaſon both divine and human, do ſtrongly plead the 
"5 contrary, and that theſe nations are ſolemnly engaged by 


15 the public vows of God upon them, without reſpect of 
KR re perſons, 


9 : 2 


498 on the Wo 
85 2 to 446 the extirpation of Popery, Prele. 


Stperſtition,' Hereſy, Schiſin,; Prophaneneſs ; and what. 
br ach ſhalt be found contrary to found doctrine, and to 


the power of odlineſs; Tet a very vaſt toleration is not 
" any ple „ and prmoted by many, but alfo fram- 

eil into a law; by which, protection and encouragement 
is allowed unto many grofs errors ant hereſies, that do 
not only deny and deſtroy many of the beautiful ſuper. 

ſtructures, but do alſo ſtrike at not a few of the corner- 
ſtones, and chief foundations of Chriſtian religion; which 
doth miniſter fingular advantage to the ſpirit of deluſion, 
for ſtrengthening and fpreading of itſelf, unto the cor. 


3 5 rupting of the truth of God, and ſubverting of ſouls, 


The corrupt᷑ nature of man, is of itſelf moſt fertile of 
vain. imaginations, and moſt prone to, carnal liberty, 
and to tranſgreſs the bounds, and remove the land- marłs 
that are ſet unto it of God; fo that eren when curbed 
and hemmed in with the vail of his law, ard with the 
utmoſt extent of the care and diligence, and faithfulneſs, 
and zeal, both of fpiritual and civil ruters, it can hardly 
be kept from debording into many groſs extravagancies 
m the things of God, and from turning into its courſe, 
as the horſe ruſheth into the battle. What then can 
be expected, when not only the yoke is taken off its 
4aws, but that it is alſo foſtered upon the breaſts, and 
dandled upon the knees of protection, and countenance 
and- encouragement, and ſuffered to grow np under the 
warm ſhadow of civil authority; but that the fountains 
El che great deep fhall be opened up, and overflow the 
2 face of the hol land ? #42 Satan is looſed out of his 
riſon, ſhall he not deceive the nations? and when the 
rn, bands are taken off, ſhall he not caſt water ou! 
of his mouth as a flood after the woman, that he may 
eauſe her to be carried away of the flood? Let us but a 
little conſider, what hath been the fruits of ſuch tolera- 
tion in theſe churches and ſtates where it has gat foot- 
I ſhall net go fo far back as to the firit ages of the 
w. 6d, in which men being left to themiclses in the 
things of Cod, profeſſing themfelves t3 be viſe, th; be- 
came fools, and hanged the glory of the incorrupticie God, 
into. au image made like to co, -ruptible man, 4 3 t birds, 
and four footed beaſls, and creeping things. Neither ſuall 
F ſpeak of the condition of religion, in ſome Proteſtant 
ftates beyond ſea, in which toler ation is allowed; but [ 
detire ir to be co nſidered: 


1. How 


enough, that when any of the Rings of 


# Dangers that threaten Religion. 49g. © 


1. How it fared with the church of Jadab in theſe 
periods of time, when toleration gat any footing there 
in 1 I hall not now. ſtand--toyfebate,.-yhether-it was at 
any time eſtabliſhed in Judas by a law but it is cler 


through negligence or want of integrity, or upon carhal 
and politick conſiderations, did not reſtrain, but toler- 


ate falſe prophets, and idolaters, and corrupters of the 


worſhip of God, and perverters of his truth, that ido- 
htry, and the leproſy of manifold errors and corruptions; 
did quickly ſpread themſelves over the ſace of chat church 
and nation; that if the Lord had not been graciouſfy 
pleaſed to raiſe up ſome good kings, Who in the zealof. 
God, and conſcience of their duty, did emplioy their 
power for deſtroying of idolatry and falſe: worſhip, ant 
for making the people ſerve tbe Lard Gad of their: fathers, 


according ie the laws and the teflirucny : it had fared no 


better with them, than it did with the church of Iſrael, - 
or of the ten tribes, who came by their ſinful neglect of 
the things of God, and tolerating and protecting of falſe 
worſhip, in-a few generations, to loſe the ſubſtantials 
of religion, and the very face of a church, and of a ſtate 
too. What ſad inſtances were of theſe things in the 
days of Solomon, Rehoboam, Abijah, Jeboram, Ahazi- 
ah, alp, Amaziab, Ahaz, Manaſſeb, Ammon, Fehoia- 
dim, et .*, © os | „ 
2. When about the time of the incarnation of our 
bleſſed Lord, and his being on the earth, ſundry ſects 
were tolerated in the church of the Jeqvs, did they not 
come at laſt to be all overgrown with nettles and thorns, 
and to loſe the being and face of a church? It is worthy 
of obſervation, that the men of that time, who were 
zealous patrons of toleration, were in the juſt judgment 
of God given up to themſelves, to be zealous oppoſers 
of the gotpel, and to erucify the Lord of glory, , 
3. It ſhould be conſidered, what hath already heen 
the-ſad and dreadful effects of this toleration ; is not the 
glory of God trodden under foot, the precious truths'sf 
the goſpel corrupted and perverted, the ordinances of 
Jeſus Chriſt contemned and cried down, the govern- 
ment and diſcipline of the kirk in a great meaſure over- 
thrown, the worſhip of God deſpiſed and prophaned, 
the Lord's-day diſregarded and caſten looſe, the power 
of podlineſs eaten out, and the whole work off reforms- 
tion oh ſtructed, and in many things overturned, many 
Rrr- 2 ſouls 


ah, Whether 


J Wee on 28 


E | Fears, and whilſt that 


2 


uls fi 1 Ann Libertiniſin, ec Here. 
„ Schiſm, Scepticiſmy Atbeiſin, rofaneneſs, and many 
ſoctrine, increaſed? And if 
ff ſo dreadful evils, .in, ſo few 
ation is yet living, whom 
God brought back from the borders of Babylon, (to 
which we were threatened to be carried captive under 
the corruptions and tyranny of the Prelate ?)..and who 
have ſeen the wonderful works of the Lord in that great 
deliverance, and have lifted up our hands to heaven, to 
ſwear by him that liyeth, ——5 reigneth for evermore, 
that we would. endeavour the extirpation of theſe things? 
What is to be. expected if this toleration ſhall continue, 
and be tranſmitted to our poſterity, but darkneſs, in- 
ſtead cad of divination, and that darkneſs ſhall cover the 
land, and groſs darkneſs the people ? ON 

4. Let us ſuppoſe, that ſuch a toleration were grant⸗ 
ed unto men, in the things. that relate unto the duties of 
_ righteouſneſs, that are commanded in the ſecond table 
of the law, viz. that they might without controulment 
of the civil authority, and with aſſurance of protection 
from the ſame, walk in theſe things, according to the 
dictates of their own ſpirits, and i imaginations, and in- 
clinations of their own hearts; were it poſſible, that 
there could be long peace to him that goes out, or to 
him that cometh in; or that goods, or good name, or 
chaſtity, or life, could be long preſerved ; ſhould not 
thy whole land in a very ſhort time be filled with rapine, 
and oppreffion, and violence, with thefts and robberies, 
and ſlanders, with fornications, adulteries, and inceſts, 
with blood, and murder, and every ſort of abomina- 
tions ? And is there not in the heart of man, as great, 
if not greater pravity, in order to the duties of the firſt 
table, as to theſe of the ſecond table ? Nature's light in 
our corrupt ſtate, being more eclipſed and depraved in 
the one, than in the other: Can we then expect any bet- 
ter fruit of this toleration, in order tc the things of God, 
and that do concern religion, than it would produce in 
reference to the things of men, and that do concern 
righteouſneſs ? Upon this account it is, That as God 
- hath revealed in his word, the rule both of religion and 
righteouſneſs, according to which he hath commanded 
us to walk in his matters, and in the matters of men, 
— not n to ne of our own 1 
oing 


re be ſuch 2 growiz 
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doing what ſc meth good wits us in our own eyes, ik 


er in the one or in the other; 3, to hath he app i- 
vil governments and magiſtrates. Among the child 15 


men, that they might be ke 


ers 123 both tables 
law, and that by y keeping of bath an Bow, 


both religion nd righteoufnels'; 4 . 5 do gh pers 


(without a mighty hand of more than ordinary provi- 


dence) Toon go'to ruin, when Tylers are not a terror, * 


evil works that are done a painſt both: © 

. As toleration doth bring forth the fie fruits? TAR 
ay mentioned; ſo doth thi mother and daughter b Ba 
of them, provoke the Lord to. give vp men 0 vile; 
tions, and to give them aver ts a” N \ to 40 
things not convenient, as appeareth from the ft part 
of the firſt chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans; and 


ſo bringeth at laſt the ruin both of religion and righteouf- | 
neſs, and deſtruction from the : preſence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power, All which, with many 


other obvious conſiderations, that would be "tedious to 
inſiſt upon, may make it evident to ſuch as will impar- 
tially and without prejudice weigh the ſame in the ba- 
lance of the Lord's ſanctuary, and of reaſon and expe- 
rience, that as the ſpirit of error and deluſion hath ſin- 


gular advantage; : o religion is in imminent hazard 
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Conſideration Fourth, 


From the 5 ignorance, unfruitfulneſs, inflability, logſeneſt and 
uni that do abound in the land at this Oi 


ANGERS a diſeaſes, whether natural, or mo- 
ral, or ſpiritual, are more or leſs to be feared, 


according to the weakneſs or ſtrength, the diſpoſition a 


or indiſpoſition of the object about which they are con- 
verſant, to reſiſt or to receive the ſame. As weak and 
Al- complexioned bodies are readily obnoxious to ſick- 
neſs, and do ſoon receive infection; and unwiſe and un- 
vigilant ſtates are eaſily deceived and ſoon broken, and 
put into confuſion; ſo ignorant, or unſtable, or carna, 

| or 
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8 do eaſily become a prey 8 
3 in the matter of their profeſſion p ot — 
werkion; their ignorance, and want of watchfulueſ, - 
8 them blind,asto the diſcovering of the ſnare; 
5 and their want. et ſpiritual life and ſtrength; rendering 
WW chem impotent: and indifpoſed, as to the avoiding and re. 
1 Aſting of it; and their inſtability and looſeneſs- inclining 
3 diſpoſing, them to tamper and dally with it: By 
which 1 cometh to Paſs, that they are: eaſily and often 
intangied v eſpeclally in a time of abounding temptations; 
Jea; it is righteous with the Lord, becauſe they do nat 
ke to retain him in their knowledge, to give them up 
to a mind void of judgment; and becauſe they receive 
not the love of the truth, te ſend them ſtrong deluſion 
to believe a lie. Hence it was that the world in older 
tines, both before and after the flood; came to be drown- 
ed in groſs ſuperſtition and abominable idolatry ; and 
that a great part of the Chriſtian church in later ages, 
came to bedrowned in Mahometaniſm and Popery. Now 
if we ſhall look through the breadth of our land, may 
ve not ſind that there are multitudes of ignorant fouls, 
ho de ſcarce know the firſt and moſt common principles 
of the Chriſtian religion, much leſs have they thcir ſen- 
ſes exerciſed in the knowledge of the truth, and of the 
holy ſcriptures, which are the ground thereof? An( 
how many do ſit down ſatisfied with a very ſmall mea. 
ure of knowledge, taking many precious and neceſſary 
truths upon mere tradition from their anceſtors and 
8 without ſearching the ſcriptures whether theſe 
things be fo, that they may attain in themſelves a war- 
rantable and well-grounded perſuaſion thereof ? By 
' which it cometh to paſs, that ſundry ſuch, meeting with 
deceivers, come to be ſoon ſhaken in their minds, De 
there not alſo many ſimple and unſtable ſouls, who are 
as reeds ſhaken with the wind, and apt to be driven. to 
and fro with every wind of doctrine? And be there not 
many lakewarm and indifferent, and of a carnally poli- 
tic ſpirit, who care for none of theſe things ? Be therc 
not many looſe and profane? All which are apt to caſt 
off the profeſſion of the truth, and to be eaſily ſeduced 
and drawn away into error; becadle, though happily 
many ſuch do not mnch regard either truth or error, 
yet when error is like to pr -evail and come in reputation, 
and the owning thereof to be attended with carnal or ci- 
vil advantages, they can eaſily be induced to ſhape their 
garments, 


"Y 
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wen and, wear their cloaths ãccording to "this fhi- - 
on of the time; yea, their carnal Wittds, which are en- 
mity to God, are atfo' enmity to his truth, and doth diſ- 
poſe them to caſt off the yokelthereof ; ; which they are 
eaſily perfuadett? to dp when there is nothing fo hinder 
it but naked reſpect to the truth itſelf- Every mam is in 
ſom? ſenſe naturally 4 heretic, having the ſeeds' of error 
in his ſoil, and an aptitude And inclination to bring forth. 
thele bitter grapes of wormwoodtand of gal; and the 
more that he Tiveth in formality, and hypocriſy, and 
booſenefs, theſe ſeeds do in ths coimon body of ſin that 
is in him, receive the more increaſe and ſtrength, and 
become the more apt to bring forth their own native 
fruit. There is alſo no doubt, „ten ſihnels between 
errors of judgment and Toofnils of converſation, and an 
ay patfage from the one to the other. * heretic is ga- 
ſily made vicious and profane, and a vicd o and profane 
man is eaſily made a heretic. A great part of the Chri- 
tian world firft turned formal and carnal, then Arian 
and Neſferinn, &c. and in the end Mahometan. Do ve 
not ſee that looſeneſs and profanity in the converſation, 
of ſundry, doth eafily uſher in Popery in their profeſſi- 
on; but much more ſwiftly do ſuch men by ſwarms de- 
dine from the truth and embrace errors, when to their 
natural inclination and corrupt diſpoſition temporary ad- 
vantages or diſadvantages, the countenance or diſreſpect, 


the command or threatning of civil authority, cometh to 


be ſuper- added. Hence it is, that the bulk of ſundry 
people and nations, have, after receiving and profeſſing 
the truth, ſometimes ſuddenly fhaken it off again, and 
turned ande! into errors; whereof we have many inſtan- 
ces, both in ſacred and! in church-hiſtory. T herefore, 
albeit the truth is for the preſent profeſſed i in purity by 
the inhabitants of this land; yet, there being amongit 
the body of the people ſuch a multitude of ignorant, 
luke warm, unſtable, looſe ſouls, who have lived and 
grown up in thefe ſins for many years together, under 
the light of the goſpel, as they may be ealily made a prey 
to the temptations unto error and deluiion that do al- 
ready abound among us, ſo there is juit cauſe to fear, 
that if the Lord thall, for the further puniſhment” of our 
provocations, give us up to the hand of a popiſh or 
heretical power, who mold eujoin their y ofcihon by 
law, that many ſuchꝭi would con turn Ropiſh or hereti- 
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"gence, and zeal, and watchfulneſs in the things of God, 
and from the great increaſe of a ſpirit of ny and neu- 
HY, and ſecurity Salongy * 


HOUCH in the things of God it be exninientl 
true, that except the Lord build the houſe, the builder 
175 in vai in, except the Lord keep the city, the watch 
mas watcheth in vain: Yet doth he call upon, and com- 
mand his people to be zealous for his houſe, and to be 
faithful and watchful in the things that relate thereunto, 
The bleſſing is his, and the duty is ours: And as it is a 
token for good when his people are cordial and active 
for his intereſts ; ſo it is a prognoſtic of ruin and decay 
when they become neutral and indifferent, and deal with 
a flack hand, and wax ſecure in the midſt of dangers. 
In ſpeaking to this, it is not my purpoſe to charge back- 
fliding,upon any party or perſon in the land, upon the 
- account of public differences; I think, that without re- 
flecting upon theſe, or giving offence to any that are 
concerned therein upon one hand or another,” that tak- 
ing the body of this church complexly, ir may be truly 
faid, that there is a great decay of a true public ſpirit, 
and of former integrity and diligence, zeal and watch- 
fulneſs for the things of God amongſt us; and that no 
party are ſo inſenſible of their own guilt, or ſo tenacious 
of their own innocency, that they will deny this. I do 
not ſpeak as to appearing or acting in civil capacities, the 
Lord having broken our civil government to pieces, and 
caſt bye our governors as broken veſſels, whereot he ma- 
keth no uſe for the defence and preſervation of religion; 
but what a decay is upon us as to many of theſe things 
that do beſeem us as Chriſtians, eſpecially in ſuch an 
hour of temptation; and when the public cauſe of God, 
and all the precious intereſts of Jeſus Chriſt and of hv 
kin gon 


wy Ha # 


eil 


over-reaching, (a thing too common in theſe evil days) 


he is to demean Anil. bit -A en true, that all k 
us being members of the body o rilt, and Raving an 


intereſt in the things that concern his kingdom, we 


ought to be ſo Far of e i Hot or eee 3 


to wiſh well unto,” and pre comi intereſt 
thereof, but alſo according to the talents we have receiv- 
ell of him, and in our ſtation, and as we are thereunto 
called of God, to put forth purſelves cheerfully and ac- 
tively for the good of the ſame whether by doing or ſuf- 
fering. The public. cauſe aud work. of God was wont 


to be precious and dear unto us; and the time was When 
no pains, nor expence, nor hazard was; declined, for 
preſerving or promoviug thereof we were wont to ſtir 


up ourſelves, and to ſtir up one another, and to wreſtle 
with God in prayer and fuppheation together, and a- 
part, for ſetting up of Jeruſalem, and making her a 
praiſe im the earth. The time was, when upon the ap- 
pearing of any danger to religion, though haply but 
afar off, aui far inferior to many dangers that are now. 
within our bowels, ſeaſonahle and clear warning was 
given thereof by the body of the watchmen in the land 
z2d many private Chriſtians made it their work to deal 
ſeriouſly. with Gad in the fecret watches of the night, 
tor preventing of the ſame, and many were found of e- 


very rank and condition throughout the land, who. did 
readily put forth themſelves in their ſtations and cal- 


lings to prevent future, and remove preſent prejudices 
to religion. The time was, when the things of God 
were more minded and ſought than our own things; his 
matters were wont to have the preference in all public 
councils and. tranſactions - amongſt us; and as public 
motions and overtures did tend to the promoving or 
prejudiſing of the things of God; fo they were wont to 
be entertained or rejected in public meetings. Civil in- 
tereſts were wont to be carried on in ſubordination 
to theſe that are ſpiritual; our own ſafety and ſecurity 
were wont to be minded, in ſubordination to the ſafety 
and ſecurity of religion, and of the kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt; but now ſuch a public and tender, and vigilant 
ſpirit is in a great meaſure gone, from amongſt us; and 
juſtead thereof, neutrality, and inditferency, aud carnal 
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kingdom, are in ſo imminent hazard. It is true, tha 
every man hath his gifts and ſtation aligned him of God, 
according to the meaſure and bounds of Which; without 
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 rkiity poſi as to what concerneth. religin 
5 > and the rp of 19 Cbriſt; and to many it ſcem- 
ẽtth to be but of mall concerkment, whether the Lord's 
| matters fink or ſwim ; many ſeek their own things,” and 
trust to ſecure themſelves, and their | own matters, but 
feu feek the things of eſus Christ, or care for the pre- 
erding or ſecuriag of his intereſt. Is it not for a K 
mentation, thati in the & wind meetings which have been 
kept in the ſever; _ of this nation theſe eight or 
- nine years 'paſt, there hath been little or no care, or 
| reſeritment of religion, or of the work of God, but theſe 
things have been in a great meaſure forgotten or laid a- 
p fide, as if we were not a people devoted to the Lord; 
er, as if religion were nothing of aur concerument; or 
as if all that care did belong to miniſters only? On theſe 
it is indeed in a fpeciat way incumbent to take care there- 
of; and would, t God, that all of us who bear that 
- name, did endeavoür to be faithful and vigilant in this 
bhauour of tentation. There is no doubt but we, even we 
3 alſo, have our own faintings and failings as to many 
EF... things that are called for in ſuch a day, and that ovr 
| E £3 - breacheshave both weakened ourſelves, and blantedand 
C > ſtumbled others: But ſurely neither all the fault, nor 
; all the duty is ours only. As the ſeveral ranks and eſ- 
- tates of the land were honoured of God to be eminently 
2 5 — Inſtrumental both in the beginning and progreſs of the 
work of reformation for ſundry years together j ſo there 
zs no queſtion but it is. ſtill incumbent to them in duty, 
in their ſeveral ſtations and callings, according to the 
_ oath of God in the covenant, really, conſtantly and ſin- 
_ eerely, all the days of their life, to endcavour the pre- 
ſervation of the reformed. religion in the church of $c:t- 
land, in dettrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government; 
and not to give themſelves over to indifferency and neu- 
trality thereanent, or to give themſelves to be poſſeſſed 
with a fpirit of carnal fecurity and negligence in rete- 
rence thereunto. I do not doubt but the confeiente and 
care of their duty is upon the hearts of foe of all ranks 
in the land; but who can deny, that a fpirit of ſecurity 
and neutrality hath prevailed upen many : - Fleth and 
Blood, and'carnal wiſdom will nat want excuſes in theſe 
matters: But if we ſhall enter into the ſanctuary of the 
Lord, and weigh it in his balance, it cannot be excuſed, 
that the covenant and eanſe ot God, that religion and 
the intereſts of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be ſo much — 
an 
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ſhould be ſo much as propounded or defired. How far, 


Fe from that which. we were once at.? | And.is there, 
; : f | — ue r od Arp Ih 
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ene 10 fear, that becauſe gf this In 
half ſpue- us out of his'mouth,” & he threateneth to, de 


unto the church of Laodicea, becauſe ſhe was neither 
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HILST I am ſpeaking of theſe dangers that art 


experience do verify, that a kingdom divided againſt it. 


elf cannot fland ; and how ſad are theſe diviſions hich 
are in Scotland at this day? Iſhall not inſiſt on theſe that 


do concern civil government, which yet {wherever they. 
are) have no ſmall influence upon things religious; men 
being oftentimes apt to. follow that way, even in the 
things of God, that ſeemeth moſt to contribute for ſc: - 
ting up or ſettling theſe civil governments or governors 


which their hearts do moſt affect; and their endeavours 


thereanent, together with the reciprocal endeavours of 
theſe governors "themſelves, having oftentimes no ſmall 
tendency unto the altering or changing ſomewhat in re- 
ligion : but waving theſe things, Is there not diffe- 
' rence and diviſion amongſt” us, even in order to 
things religious, iz. the 'diſcipline and government of 
the church, and the covenant, and a great part of the 
late work of reformation, &c lt is true, there hath 
been external ſubjection in theſe things by the body of 
the inhabitants of this land; but it were to ſhut our eyes 
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V Y inteſtine, and do miniſter advantage to the ſpi -- 
r of error and deluſion; I cannot overpaſs our diviſions, 
that being a danger that is none of the ſmalleſt. It is 
the aſſert ion of our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, which reaſon and 
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things at their pleaſure, and making it manifeſt, that 


"down and overturn the ſame: And how ſad are theſe 
| diviſions that are amongſt us of the miniſtry ? How are 
the watchmen who ought to ſee with one eye, and to 
ſpeak with one tongue, and to bear with one ſhoulder, 
divided amongſt ourſelves? It is not my purpoſe, at 
preſent, to diſcover the fountain of this evil, or to im- 
pute the gullt thereot to one rather than to another; 
neither do I mean from the bad conſequences of our di- 


the increaſe of our ſin againſt God, and with the great- 


Jeſus Chriſt amongſt us, that o the true cauſes and right 


and imputations upon our church and the. government 
thereof, as having (if they may be believed) little or no- 


and godly miniſters pleading for one thing, and others 
alfo learned and godly pleading for another. 


ty in the land, who: formerly oppofed the work of re- 


In _ "$5 * 1 
0 Jab... "8. - >. — 


i * Clnfederations on be. --.- a 


And to befoo! ourſelves in the clear day, to think, that 
all theſe who did externally ſubject thereunto, before the 
an 1650, do now gpprove thereof; the practices and 
eſſion of many witnefling the contrary 4, ſome being 
-opealy . fallen off to Independency; ſome to Anabap- 
tim; ſome to Quakeriſm.; ; and many. being gh 
with the old malignant enmity againſt, the covenant and 
work of reformation, and the diſcipline and government 
"ofthe. en 5 ſpeaking evil of, and reproaching theſe 


they would be glad of any means and opportunity to bear 


viſions, to debate innoceney and truth into ſilence, or 
to perſuade to an union upon any terms, though with 


er prejudice of his work, and with more offence to the 
conſciences of theſe that are truly tender and godly; 
but ſimply to hold forth that diviſion doth, in any re- 
ſpects, threaten danger to religion and the ordinances of 


cure thereof may be ſearched into; and ſtudied. 
1. It giveth advantage to adverſaries to caſt flanders 


thing of that unity and peace, and love that becometh 
the true church and paſtors of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

2. It doth lay a ſtumbling-block in the way not only 
of ignorant, carnal and profane men, to make them caſt 
at religion and reformation ; but alſo of ſome leſs know- 
ing and weak amongſt the godly, who are brought to 
doubt which way to follow, whilſt they ſee ſome learned 


It doth much harden and confirm ſuch of that par- 
formation, md do retain their enmity thereto, that it is 


not a work that hath been of Cod, as having no conſiſ- 
tence 


2 power of godlineſs. 
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common end uncontroverted duties; all which, as they 
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tence, nor concord with itſelf, but like to pull down and 


deſtroy itſelf by the diviſions that are among the Chief 
ſſtruaioors thereof. eh n 
It doth divert the judicätdries of the kirk; and the | 


| members thereof, from employing themſelves againſt 


the common adverſaries,” and Fein in che exerciſes 

. It- maketh diſcipline and church cenfures ſundry 
es to be 'difregarded, as not proceeding from Prei- 
byteries and e Joinrly;" Þut ON 8175 a i divide 
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G It breddetdrifiinatby 1 e ies in wle planting 0 
of churches, ſometimes obſtructing the plantation for 
ſundry years together; ſometimes planting them with 
men not ſatisfyingty qualified; ſometimes making tro 
differing plantations in one cengregation, by which , both 
the miniſters and the'people come t6 be vided.” or the 
diſſatisſied party, if they cannot win at a miniſter, to be 
caſten looſe, and left without a OY ant ThE: bene- 
fit of the public ordinances. 

The door is thereby ſhut ſundry times Agent 
ſundry a able and godly-expettants, who are thereby 5 
from entering into the miniſtry. 

8. Advantage is thereby given to diſſaffected people 
in ſome congregations, to ſeparate and withdraw Suey 
ther own lawful and either to caſt themſelves 
loofe of the ordinances, or elſe ten and let i os: 
in an inorderly way. * 

9. It doth retard and obſtruct the purging of the 
church from inſufficient and 1candalous miniſters and 
elders, who do ſhelter themſelves, 'and/ are but taken 
too little notice of, under theſe differences and diviſions. 

10. It doth occaſion men in the heat of their debates, , 
anent theſe differences, to run too far upon the aſſert- 
ing and venting of things for the defence of their. own 
opinions and judgments, that may prove tceds and in- 
lets to tenets and evils that are of greater aud more dan- 
gerous conſequence. 

11. It doth in no ſmall meaſuxe alienate the minds, 
and eſtrange the hearts and àffections of gocd men one 
from another, and weaken the in their prayers before 
God one for another, and in that confidence and cordi- 
alneſs that they ſhould have in their joint carrying on of 
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8 ie e morld without the light of the fun, 
41 would be but A maſs of darkneſs and confuſion, 
To would the N 7 without ordinances; and 
as food is neceſſary for preſerving of the life of the body, 
{o. hath God appointed, that. in our pilgrim condition 
"i Here below, 145 Fouls life ſhould depend upon the uſe of 
| =. | =- ordinances; What is religion but a conſcientious wor- 
| Thiping of God, after the manner, and in the uſe of the 
inances preſcribed by himſelf ? And yet I do not 

" 2 iin any generation the ordinances. of God hare 
been 8 ect ſtruck at, than they are by many in 
-thelle. day; I ball pats that fanatic ge. 
n of; that cry down all worſhip and or- 
EEE as 5 "below a ſaints condition, — of 
Which as Fs or ſtars be travelling pp and down theſe 
lands: But let us a little conſider what attempts and aſ- 
faults are made by many againſt the word of God, and 
the preaching thereof, againſt the ſacraments, againſt 
the Lord's-day, againſt the miniſtry, and againſt the 
- diſcipline and government of the church; which things 
are the very pillars of religion, that heing deſtroyed, re- 
ligion cannot but evaniſh and turn into nothing. As to 
the holy word of God contained in the ſcriptures of 
truth; 3 there be not ly ſundry Feſuits and Seminary 
 Praefts | perking in ſundry. places of the land, who cry 
down the per 7-Qion 5 authority of the ſcriptures, and 
the reading thereof in our vulgar tongue, and the Bibles 
which are in people's hands, as falſe, and corrupt, and 
heretical tranſlations, and do commend unto them the 
authority of the church of Rome, and her traditions, for 


the ground of ſalvation, and the old Latin verſion 0 
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7 Dangers that threaten Religion. A 
the, authentic text of the ſcripture, and the Bible f 
Doaudy for the beſt and pureſt! Engliſb verſion, and all Ny 5 
our public worthip as corrupt; but we have alſo the 
whole tribe of the Prakers concurring and conſpiring 

to the utmoſt of their power, to ery down the divinity . 

and authority of the written word of God, and to per- 

ſuade ſuch as will believe them, that rhe ſcriptures have 

no authority over men's conſciences, and that no com- 
mand in ſeripture that was given to others, doth bind 

us, fave what we have an impu ſe upon our own ſpirits  - 
for, and that every man in the world hath a light wich- 

in him, ſufficient to guide him unto ſalvation, without 
the help of any outward light or diſcovery, and that the 
dictates of this inward light, are the infallible dictates f 
the Spirit of God, which every one is bound to hearken-- 7 


unto, This, as it is dne of the moſt impudent, fo it is 
one of the moſt compendious ways that ever was taken” 
by Satan, for ſtriking at the root of Chriſtian religion,” 
and banithing of it out of the world. If the ſcriptures” 
be not ih Ford of God,” what have we for the grount 7 
of our faith, and rule af our duty? The light that ien 
within us, when pot derived from, and founded upon, "5H 
and agreeable unto the law and the teſtimony, is burt 
darkneſs,” aud leadeth us unto as many by=paths of di:! 
viſion and deſtructi » as our corrupt fancy*an' deviſe, 3 "= 
or the father of lies ſuggeſt unto us: Neither are theft: . . 
men any greater friends to the facraments inſtituted ane 
appointed by Jeſus Chriſt under the goſpel : they cry — 
down baptiſm with water, and the Lord's Supper, as l 
being but types and ſhadows ceaſing upon the appear 
ance of Chriſt within them The Anabaprifis alſo, tho” 
they do not ſimply deny or oppugn the ordinance of bap- 1 
tiſm, yet by denying and oppugning the baptiſm of in- © 
fants, born within the viſible church, they do not only ' 
at one daſh un-baptize and un-church all the thouſands 
of our 1/-aeh, but do alfo leave our children and poſte- 

rity, in regard of any cotenant-privilege, or feal, in lit- 
tle or no better condition, than theſe of Infidels or Pa- 
gans; and how prevailing an opinion and party this is in 
theſe nations at this day, is manifeſt enough. The 
Lord's day, though a moral and divine inſtitution, and 
generally acknowledged in the churches of Chriſt, to be 
| the key of religion, and that ordinance which keepetſi 

all the reſt in life and being, by ſeparating us one day of 
every week from the world and worldly buſineſſes, to be 
3 | ſolemnly 


— 


of all carnal and profane men, (the number of, Which in 
act quarters of our land is not ſmall) unto the giving or 
voy keeping a day unto the Lord, threaten no ſmall danger 
unto this moſt-neceflary and divine inſtitution, and to 
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tempt, and 3 = — | it thieves, 
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NS no ſolemnly ſet apart and „„ 8 — 2 
I by theſe that concern the public worſhip of God, in the 
public iſſemblies of his people; yet is by many of the 
lectaries of this time, alſo cried down, and the keeping. 
thereof, lighted. and oppoſed, Which being added to 


3 
* * 


that natural averſeneſs and enmity that is in the hearts 


the whole public worſhip of God. What is more like 


ta take with worldly- minded men, and wanton perſons, 


and carnal libertines, than this, that all days are alike, 


and that the Lord's-day is but a device af man, and a 
yoke, and a bondage upon the necks of the di ciples, 


from which they ought to deliver themſelves ? This be- 
ing one of the things which carnal hearts ws; moſt deſire 
and hunt after: When carnal liberty ge conſcience 


upon its ſide, and carnal and . 8 get un ⸗ 


der the ſhadow of religious opinions, mo — wax 


commandments of God, that ſtand i 


. Baal prieſts, conjures, Antichriſts, witches, 
ils, 81 mers, denpents, bloody, Herodians, ſcarlet-cob- 
oured beaſts, Babylay's merchants, wolves, dogs, ſwine, 
Sodomites, murders, miniſters of darkneſs, curſed ſpeak- 
Wy Cain's ſtock, vagabonds, who walk in the way of 

Cain, Balaam and Core, and what not, that a malicious 
heart can invent, and a violent. tongue utter; but the 
ordinance of the miniſtry itfelf is alſo cried down, as al- 


together needleſs, and burdenſome to the Lord's people 


under the goſpel, who (if ſome of theſt men may be be- 
lieved) have no need of any outward teaching, by rc! 
ing or hearing the ſcriptures opened or applied, that 

light within them being ſufficient to teach them in the 
knowledge of the will of God: As to all theſe things 
that concern their duty and falvation, or as others of 
theſe men will have ity all of them are warranted to be 
teachers themſelves, and that a peculiar « office of a teach- 


ing or. preaching miniſtry, is no ordinance of Chriſt : 


Or, if any ſuch be, that they are not to be by any medi- 


| Us call from man, but by an immediate call from God, 


- and 
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TY in the peculiar inſtinct of the Holy Ghoſt. I may ada _ 
me, eo theſe things, the general diſreſpect and diſeſteem that 
revalleth on the hearts, and appeareth in the carriage 


aer diſtaffected and profane men, to the miniſtry; toge- 

1 ther with a ſtrong inclination that is in many, to have 

ng miniſters according to their own hearts, who will ſpeak. '. 

* ſmooth things unto them, and heal their hurt ſlightly, 

Ki and that the maintenance of intrants to the miniſtry, a 4 

Ka which there was wont to be free and legal acceſs by Vit 

OY tue of cheir ordination, is now {cized upon by their ci- 

k vi! power, who do not allow it to any, but upon condh 

Us tion of their declaring their refolution to live -peaceably 

þ under the preſent government: And for the diſcip- 

1 line and government of the church, not only are the 

A civil laws that concern the upholding thereof, and 

* giving obedience thereunto, repealed, and liberty al- 4 
4 lowed to all theſe who are pleated to ſpeak or write a- 2 
2 painſt it, or withdraw their ſubjection therefrom ; but | 
2 other ſorts alſo of kirk diſcipline and government that 

J are deſtructire thereunto, are ſet up and promoted, and 

| protected, and conntenanced amongſt us. Theſe things 


being ſo, is it not paſt all queſtion, that the pillars of 
religion, which is wiſdom's houſe, are in hazard to be 
overthrown by the malicious and ſubtile devices of 8 a- 
tan? And that it is high time for us to awake, and ſee 
our danger, leſt, ere we be aware, we be ſpoiled of the 
precious treaſure of the goſpel, and bleſſed ordinances of 

| ſeſus Chriſt, by which we live, and in which is the life 

of our ſouls. 


Danger Eight. 


rim the Grewth and Increaſe of Popery in the Land. 


THAT the Pope and his party have theſe many 
many years paſt, had a ſpecial eye upon Britain, 
and upon this nation as a part thereof, for reducing 
the ſame into the obedience of the See of Rome, is bet- 
ter known than that I need to inſiſt upon the proof of it;. 
and therefore hath he always had his emiſſaries the Je- 
Jai and Semiriary-priejts, travelling up and down in 
"2 this 
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this Iland, under diverſc maſks, for perverting of ſont, 
and ſetting plots and confpiracies on foot, for compa, 
ſing that deſign. How much their hopes were height, 
ned, and in what a fair way they were for bringing ita. 
bout, before the year 1638. is freſh in remembrance. 
And although theſe hopes were in a great meaſure blaſt. 
ed by the reformation, then begun in Scotland, and pro. on 
perouſly carried on in both nations for tundry years to 
| thereafter; yet are they now again revived under our of 
preſent diſtempers and confuſions, which (eſpecially by if th 
reaſon of the vaſt toleration of errors and hereſies, of il co 
which I have already ſpoke). do miniſter unto Papiſtz 
great and fingular advantages, fer promoting and com. ir 
paſſing. their deſign. Not only is liberty afforded then 3 
to vent moſt part of the popiſh doctrine, (which keeping th 
off the Pope's ſupremacy, and the popiſh hierarchy, with n 
tome other things of that kind, they may do without ll cl 
hazard) but theſe penal ftatutes and laws, which cos. Ml {i 
cern men's coming to church, and attending the word u 
and facraments, Sc. being taken away; they have liber. b 
ty to withdraw themſelves from the ordinances and means lf p 
of conviction and inſtruction, and may kcep their own Ml 
private meetings with their ghoitly fathers at home, will. 

out regard to the cenſpres of the church; and in the 
mean while Feſuits and Seminary-priz/ts,. come not a fen 
of them into the country, and do import, or cauſe to be 
imported, numbers of popiſh pamphlets, which are in- 
duſtriouſly ſpread, and put into the hands of fuch as 
they perceive in any meaſure inclipable fo their was, cr 
by reaſon of their malignant diſpoſitien, to be in Jillike 
with the covenant, or the government and diſcipline cf 
the chureh, or any part-of the work of reformation, or 
to be ignorant or looſe in their converiation ; Neither are 
lundry of them wanting in the mean while, to the ut- 
moſt of their power, by tubtle and fair ſpecches, to 
draw away ſuch from ihe purity of their profeſſion, 
and to inſtil into them, the love of the way of the 
church of Rome, as that which was the religion of ovr 
fore-fathers. Not a few paviits alſo, who had for- 
merly left the country, becauſe of the ſtrictnefs of thi 
laws, do now return home again, and others who ſtaid 
at home, and did profets fubjcétion and conformity to 
the church, do now withdraw and openly avow them— 
ſelves to be papiſts: Neither is their advantage ſmall by 
the remnant of the maligumt and Prelatical party, that 
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Dangers that threaten*Religion. $213 + 
ls, Wl is yet amongſt us: Theſe alſo having a great enmity a- 
pal. 42 the covenant and government of the church, and 
ht. the work of reformation : And there being in ſundry 

WM things a great ſympathy between theſe: parties, and a 
ce; I great fibnels in their principles and ways, and a deal of 
aft. Wl readineſs to correſpord together, and <o countenance 
50. one another: By theſe means, and fuch as theſe, it comes 
an to paſs, that popery grows and ſpreads in ſeveral places 
our Wl of the land from year to year; to which if we ſhall add, 
by WM the correſpondence that Papiſts have with, and the en- 
of couragements they have from their friends abroad; to- 
its i gether with the deſign {which hath been long a hatch- 
m. ing) of the popiſh ſeaguers beyond fea, of invading 
em Wl britain as the ſtrongeſt bulwark of the proteſtant cauſe, 
ing Wl that it being brought under, they may the more eajily 
ith make a prey of the reſt of the Proteſtant ſtates and 
out WF churches; and that this invaſion is like to be ſtated upon 
0n- Wl fuch a quarrel, and carried on under ſuch a pretext as 
ord will engage the affection and aſſiſtance of ſome, and 
er. WM blunt the oppoſition of others: Do not all theſe things, 
ans put together, much heighten the danger of = tus 
wt Proteſtant religion in Sc land: ? | 


the 
few | 
de | 
in- Ne . 
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ike : 

"of WM fron our Guiltinefs in many of theſe things for Js £1 
or the Lord threateneth- 10 depart, — remgue his can- 
are l. g 
Ut- 

* Ha vr ſpoke to ſundry ſins that do abound amongſt 
on, us, as they do weaken the ſoul, in reſiſting of 
the temptations, and in following of theſe duties that are 
wr Rneceſſary, for preſerving of religion in its purity and 
or- Peper, and as inlets to diſpoſe unto things, that are 
the cmtrary and deſtructive thereunto. I thalt now reſume _ 


aid one of theſe fins, and add thereunto fome others, where 
to ot ve are in a great meaſure guilty, for which the Lord 
w- threateneth to depart, and to remove his candleſtick. 

DY The firſt I Name, is, That groſs ignorance. of the gol- 
nat pel, and ot tl. e necei: ary traths of God that poſteſteth 
:5 TREE mul⸗ 


nade them: will have no mercy on them, and he that form. 


ator 


| 42 2 on ; the | ' * == 
titudes of our land in this clear goſpel- day, and ade 
| the plenty of the means of knowledge. Is not this the 
' condemnation of many, that light is come amongſt us, 
and that they love darkneſs rather than light? the ig. 
norance of many is affected and perverſe, and therefor, 
without excuſe: Is there not cauſe to fear that dreadful 
word, I is a people of no underſtanding, Therefore he that 


el them, vill ſbeu them no favour, Iſa. xxvii. 11.? And 
that of another of the prophets, Be thou i- 2 0 
Feruſalem, left my ſoul depart from thee, Jer, vi. 8.? The 
lecond, is, The abounding and prevailing farmality that 
is amongſt us, or a form of godlineſs without the power 
thereof: becauſe of this, the Lord threatens to ſend de. 
luſion, ſtrong deluſion upon a people that they may be. 
eve a lie, 2 Theff. ii. 10, 11, 12. yea, to chuſe their 
deluſions, and bring their fears upon them, Iſa. Ixvi. J 
4. And do not ſuch deluſions ſeem to be the proper 
_ plague of theſe nations at this time, choſen and lent of 
God for puniſhing our formality ? Hath there been at 
any time more ſtrong deluſion, whether we look in. 
to the multiplicity and monſtrouſneſs of the errors that 
are hatched and vented, or multitude of the ba, 
ſons that have come quickly to be infected therewith? 
This is doubtleſs a piece of the hour and power of Gark- 
neſs, wherein Satan is looſed out of his priſon, and i: 
gone forth to deceive theſe nations, and when deluſions 
are choſen and ſent of God, and the haly One doth in 
his ſpotleſs and righteous providence, for puniſhing the 
fins of men, ſay to the lying ſpirit, who offers himſel 
to be the miniſter of enticing ſous, go forth, and thou 
ſhalt prevail: have not all of us reaſon to tremble and 
fear, Let him that thinketh he an :deth, take heed, left l 
fall, 1 Cor. x. 12. The third, is, barrenneſs, and u 
fruitfulneſs under the goſpel, for which the Lord threat 
ens to take away the hedge of his vineyard, and it fbf 
be eaten up; to break down the wall thereof and it ſhal 
be trodden down; to lay it 3 and it ſhall not be 
prunned nor digged, Iſa. v. 6, 1. A charge is given by 
the Maſter of the vineyard, to cut down the 6g-tree that 
yielded no fruit for three years, Luke xiii. 7. And the 
apoſtle telleth us, That the earth that drinteth in the rail 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth nothing bi 
horn and th; tler, is rejected and near unto curſing, Heb. 


vi. 8. And is not this in an eminent meaſure the , 
0 
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der of on our 2 that notwithſtanding the Lord doth plenti- 
the fully water us with the dew of heaven, and with the 


us, ſweet rain of the goſpel, day by day, yet are we, as to 
ig⸗ moſt of us an empty vine, that bringeth forth n unto 
fore ourſelves, but not unto God? | 
ful BY The fourth is, Slighting, loathing and wearying of | 
that the precious things of God, and the bleſſed opportuni- 
. ties thereof, and preferring our own carnal and worldly 
And advantages thereunto, for which the Lord threatens 
, OM - that he will cauſe the ſun go down at noon-day, and that 
The he will darken the earth in the clear day, and that he 
that will ſend a famine of hearing the words of the Lord, 
wer and that his people ſhall wander from ſea to ſea, and from 
de the north even to the eaſt, they ſhall run to and fro to 
be. ſeek the word of the Lord, and ſhall not find it, Amos 
heir viii. 4, 5, 6, 9, 11, 124 And this fin alſo reigneth a- 
4 mong us. How many lothe the ordinances, and {light 
per WI -- the opportunities thereof? How many weary of the 
t of Lord's day, and halve it between God and the world ? 
n at How is aur bleſſed Lord Jeſus and the ineſtimable trea- 
in. ſure of the goſpel valued by many at a very low rate, ma- 
that ny times leſs than thirty pieces of filver ? that he may 
per- juſtly take up that fad complaint, A gocdly price that 1 
th? was prized at of them, Zach, Xi, 43. and break his ſta- 
wks tutes and be gone. 
d is The fifth is, Refufing to hearken unto God, for which 
ions my God, ſaith the prophet Hoſea, chap. ix. 17. wit/ 
n caff chem axvay.. Are we nat a rebellious and gain-laying 
the people, who neither fear the threatenings of God to re- 
nel pent, nor entertain his promiſes to believe, nor regard 
hou his commandmenty to obey ? and may not the Lord up- 
and braid us as he did theſe cities wherein moſt of his migh- 
ft be ty works were done, | becauſe they repented not, and 
un. bring upon us the judgments and deſolation threatened 


in that place ? Matth. xi. 21, 22, 23, 24, May he not 
becauſe of aur unbelief, cut us ot as he did the church 
of the Jews, Rom. xi. 20.? Doth not their exan nple call 
upon us not to be high-minded, but to fear? Mav he 
not, becauſe of our diſobedience, and that fo many oi 
us do refuſe to ſuffer him to reign over us, paſs upon vs 
that fad ſentence that is recorded, Luke xix. 27? 

The ſixth is, That which is written as the tin of the 
prophets, Jer. vi. 14. Ezek. xiii. 10, 16, 22. chay. 
XXX1v. 18, 19, 20, 21. Mic. it. $. for w Wt the Lord 
threatens that night ſhall be unto them, and that they 
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Hall not have: a vifion, that it ſhall be dark unto them, 


2 chat tliey ſhall not divine, and that the ſup ſhall go down 


over them. I do not intend the application of this to 
any upon the account of public differences; but without 
reſpect to parties or differences, it can hardly be denied, 
that though (bleſſed be God for it) there be in the land 
many precious miniſters of both judgments who ſtudy to 
divide the word. of God aright, warning the wicked to 
turn from the evil of their ways, and encouraging the 
godly in the purſuit and practice of godlineſs, and ſpeak- 
à word in ſeaſon to weary fouls : Yet there be not a few 
who heal the hurt of the daughter of the Lord's people 
Hightly, and do ſpeak peace to theſe to whom. the Lord 
doth not ſpeak peace; who thruſt with the ſide and the 
ſhoulder, and bite with the teeth thofe who ought to 
be encouraged and comforted. 

It is ſadly bemoaned by the ſerious ſeekers of God in 
- many places of the land, that the work of ſome mini- 
ſters is, not to commend themſclyes to every man's con- 
ſcience as in the light of God; but to handle the word 
of Cod deceitfully, in making ſad the hearts of tlie righ- 
teous by turning the edge of their doctrine againſt them, 
under the notion of hypocrites and ſectaries, and ſuch 
like; and in ſtrengthening the hands af the wicked, 
that he ſhould not return from his wicked way, by 
promiſing him life; by which it cometh to paſs, that 
Jundry of the people in ſundry congregatians, do bleſs 
themſelves in their hearts, and lay, that they hall have 
peace, though they cual inthe imagination of their hearts, 
adding di unzenneſs to thirſt ; and that the few ſeckers of 
God that are in theſe congregations, or in the country 
about, are looked pon: by fuch as the vileſt and moſt 
hateful of men, and their way more tcarred at than thar 
of the drunkard, or the common ſwearer; becauſe of 
this there 1s cauſe to fear that the Lord ſhall accompliſn 
the threatening of the prophet, by ſending darkneis in- 
ſtead of divination. 

The ſeventh is, Dealing treacherouſly with God in the 
matter of lis covenant, or which the Lord threaten- | 
eth dreadful deſolation, Deut. xxix. 22, 23, 24, 25. 
And iu many ſcriptures beſides, which threatenings he 
hath eminently verificd againtt the church of the Jew 95 
who becauſe of breach of covenant were caſt out of his 
fight many bann vears ago, and have continued in 
that GOICLGL dead deſolate condition unto this da yy ant 

are 
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Dangers that threaten Religion. 525 
are-not we, even we alſo, theſe who have been unſted- 
fait, and have dealt falſely in the covenant of God? 1 


ſnall not deſcend into particulars about which there may | 


be difference; but ſure I ain, that cleaving unto, God, 

and cloſe walking with him, and zeal for the kingdom of 
Jctus Chriſt, and againſt the open enemies and adverſa- 
ries thereof, and the reforming of ourſelves and our fol- 


lowers in our ſeveral ſtations and capacities, will be de- 


nied by none, to be amongſt the great ends, whether of 
our baptiſmal covenant, or of our national covenant, or 


of the folemn league and covenant. And that every 
tender heart among us, will alſo acknowledge, that moſt 
of us have not only come exceedingly {hort, but moſt 
palpabl;7 and orofly tranſgreſſed in order to all theſe 

things, i ſo far that the very obligation thereunto, is not 


only forgotten, but trodden under foot of many; a ſin 


that is much heightened by the greatneſs of the Lord's 
mercies and wonderful works manitefted and done in 
cur behalf, in the contriving and carrying on of theſe co- 
venants, and by the openneſs and ſolemnity of our way, 
in engaging ourſelves thereunto. We may ſay, that be- 
cauſe of the oath of the covenant the land mourneth, 
and that God hath a great and fore controverſy with us 
for this thing, and that there is juſt cauſe to fear, that 
as he hath begun, fo he will continue to purſue the quar- 
rel thereof, until he bring darkneſs and deſolation upon 
us, unleſs mercy, ſhall prevent us, by giving us to re- 
pent and turn again to himſelf. 5 
Ihe eight, is, foriaking our firſt love, for which the 
Lord threatens to remove the candleſtick of the church 
of Ephetus, Rev. ii. 4. which may alto breed us great 
fear, that our candleſtick thall be removed ; and that u- 
pon theſe two grounds, firſt, becauſe we have in a great 
meaiure left our firſt love, and declined from our former 
wainments, I ſhall not compare this generation of 
our church with the generation of our fathers; I mean, 
tùhoſe ycho did ſhake off the rake ot dee Roman Anti- 
Ws embrace the light of the goſpel, Irom whoſe 
et Wear. far degenerated ; but let us compare ourſelves 
with ourſelves, mean what we are now with what we 
once were, anil that but a very few years ago, and fee it 
there be not care to las, we have left our firſt love. 
{ ſhall nume but a few particulars, Ar, There was in 
our love not 'ong ago a tender! reſpect to all the precious 
truths ot God, wich a ferront deſne zd ſerlous endea- 
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"ot attaining and poſſeſſing them in their purity, 
which brought forth a deal of abhorrence and indignati- 
on againſt every thing that tended unto the leavening or 
corrupting of the ſame. 'What if the toleration that is 
now — us, had been but moved in Scotland Tome 
ten years ago? Would it have been brooked with ſo ma- 
ny cloſe mouths, and with ſo many dry eyes as it is this 
day? Secondly, There was. in our love a wonderful zeal 
for the privileges of the church, and for Chriſt's viſible 
kingdom amongſt us, that theſe might not be encroached 
upon, nor borne down by the powers of the world. But 
now we can hear and ſee fad encroachments made upon 


theſe, and ſay little or nothing againſt i it, either before 


God or men Thirdly, There was in our love, a great 
deal of zcal againſt that bitter root of maligitancy ; 3 1 


mean, that which is fo diametrically oppoſite to godli- 


nefs, and to the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt; but now it 
getteth leave to grow up kindly undef our ſhadow; and 
many are ſo favourable to it that they will ſcarce once 
name it, or ſuffer it to he named. Fourihbiy, There was 
in our love a holy ſeverity in the exerciſe of church diſ. 

cipline for purging of the houſe of God, eſpecially a- 
gainſt corrupt church- ofſicers; but that is now in a great 
meaſure ſlacked and gone, Fifthly, There was in our 
love much Chriſtian and cordial reſpect one to another, 
which brought forth ſweet union, concord and harmony 
in the judicatories of the kirk, and amongſt the mini- 
ſters of the houſe of God : but now we bite and devour 
one another. I might alſo name the abating of our love 
to the ordinances, and to holy duties, and to Chriſtian 
fellowſhip and tenderneſs of converſation. 

But — theſe, I come to the other ground of 
fear, and that is, That we ſeem to be much more fallen 
from our firſt love at this day, than the church of Ephe- 
ſus was fallen from her's, when God threatened to re- 
move her candleſtick. Let us took upon. the text, and 
ſee what. Eoheſus then was; 1 knew thy acer, ad thy 
labour, and thy patience, faith Jeſus Chrit unte "Hes, - 4 
Bob thou canft nt bear them which are evil, and thou baf 
iried them «which ſay they are apſtles, and are not, and Va 

Gund thim lars ; and haſt borne, and haſt patience, and 
for my name's faze haſt [abow! ed, and haſt net faintes. Do 
we deſerve fo great a teſtimony as this? Or are we not 
far ſhort in all theie things? Where are our works, and 


where is our labour and Patience, and where 15 our zeal 
a b * agalnſt 
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Dangers that threaten Religion. 5 W 


ngainſt theſe that are evil? Are we not a barrew and fruit- 


leſs people? Is not our way the way of the tluggard, 
and full of murmuring and fretting ? Do we not bear 


wit many who are evil, and do we not tuifer many to 


to go without trial, who ſay they are paſtors, and are 


not? Do we not decline the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


reſuſe to bear and labour for his name ? And do we not 
either faint or turn aſide to crooked ways? And ſhall 


we in all theſe things fall ſo far ſhort of Epheſus, and of 


her carriage, even when the removal of her candleſtick 


was threatened, awd yet. not fear the removal of our can- 
dleſticx ? It we deal impartially with ourſelves, by con- 
ſidering all theſe our provocations which I have already 
named, and many more that are but too obvious and would 
be tedious to inſiſt upon, we cannot but be affrightetl 
that the Lord ſhall depart from amongſt us; yea, he 
hath in no ſmall meaſure departed already, and this 18 


that to which I ſhall ſpeak ſomewhat in the next place. 
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Danger Tenth. 


That the Lord «uho is eur light, life and ſ{rength, ts in 1:9 
fall meaſure departed from us, and hath ſmitten us «vith 
many plagues of heart. | 


THE preſence and appearances of God amongſt a 
| people, are either ſuch as do concern them fim- 
ply, as men united together in civil ſociety under civil 
government, in order to righteonſneſs and peace, or 


luch as concern them as Chriſtian men united in a church 


ſtate, under eccleſiaſtic and ſpiritual government, in or- 
der to truth and holineſs. Of the firſt fort are theſe 
which are mapiteſted in the common operations and ef- 
tects of the Spirit, when he giveth unto them the gifts 
of knqgviedge, wiſdom, fortitude, temperance, juſtice, 


courage and ſuch like, in reference to civil adminiſtrati- 


ons, and bleſieth and proſpereth them in the exerciſe 


thereof; ſo the Lord was with Cyrus, whoſe right hand 


he did hold to ſubdne nations before him, and to looſe 
the louis of kings, and to open before him the two-leav=- 
ed gates, Sc. Iſa. xlv. 1. &c. Of the other ſort are 
either theſe which are manifeſted ia the more peculiar o- 
perations and effects of his Spirit, /which vet are but 
common in oppoſition to ſaving grace) when he giveth 
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unto his people the gift of prophecy, or miniſtry, or 
teaching, or exhortation, or church-ruling, and coun. 
tenanceth them in the exerciſe thereof, for perfecting 
of the ſaints, and edifying of the body of Chriſt, Rom. 
Xit. 6, 7. Eph. iv. 8, 11, 12. or elſe theſe which are 
manifeſted in the ſpecial er- of his renewing ſpi. 
rit, when he giveth ſanctifying and ſaving grace, and by 
Bis continued breathings thereupon, maketh his people 
to be more and more renewed in the inward man day by 
day; ſo he was with his ſervant Paul in the midſt ot all 
'his tribulations and afflictions, 2 Corgiv. 16. and accor- 
ding to the meafure of the appearances or withdrawings 
of God in theſe things; ſo do the matters of his peo. 
ple, whether civil, eccleſiaſtic or ſpiritual, proſper or de- 
cay. Now in reference to all theſe, God is in no ſmall 
meaſure departed from amongſt us, and hath left us un. 
der a cloud of defertion, and ſmitten us with ſundry 
. "plagues of heart. As to civil adminiſtrations, wiſdom 
and underſtanding courage, ſtrength and ſucceſs were 
taken from us, and the Lord did ſmitę us with blindnel, 
confuſion and aſtoniſhment, and trembling of heart; 
wiſdom was not to be found with the antient, nor under- 
ſanding and counſel with the prudent, He mingled a 
perverſe ſpirit in the midſt of us, that cauſed us to err 
in every work. He went not forth with our armies, and 
therefore our princes became like harts that find no paſ- 
ture, and that fly before the purſuer; and the men ot 
might did not find their hands, but became like unto wo- 
men that were affrighted and did fear, becauſe of the 
ſhaking of the hand of the Lord of hoſts which he ſhook 
over our land. He made all our ſtrong-holds to be like 
| fig-trees with the firſt ripe figs which fall into the mouth 
of the eater when they are ſhaken, and the gates of our 
land to beſet open to our enemies; and his hand was a. 
gainſe us until he had taken from us the mighty man and 
the man of war, the judge and the.prudent, the whole 
\ ſtay of armies and ſtaff of our civil government: neither 
is his wrath in theſe things turned away, but his hand i 
ſtretched out ſtill. Our nobles are not of ourſelves, nor 
do our governours proceed from the midſt of us, but {trat- 
gers do bear rule over us, and the home- born ſons are 
broken as the breaking of a potter's veſſel that is broken 
to pieces; ſo that there is not found in the burſting of it, 
heard to take fire from the hearth, or to take water out 
of the pit. Neither is the Lord's departure {mall in re- 
fer er. ce to our church and church Ad miniſtrations. He 
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ſorely cracked if not broken to pieces both the ſtaves, the 
ſtaff of beauty and the ſtaff of bands, the unity and au- 
thority of paſtors and church-· judicatories; he bath divid- 
ed us in his anger, and poured contempt upon us, and 
tho' we have eflayed to heal our wound and recover our 
ſtrength, yet have all our eſſays hitherto, for moſt. part, 
been fruſtrated of the Lord. Do we not come together 
many times for the worſe and not for the better? Is there 
not bruifing inſtead of binding up, and much bitter con- 
tention and ſtrife in many of our meetings? Inſtead of 
the ſweet fruits of an edifying union and peace, whilſt we 
jhould draw with one ſhoulder in the work of the Lord, 
do not ſome draw one way and others another, renderin 

our endeavours almoſt uſeleſs to the church, comfortle 

to ourſelyes, and deſpicable to others? Hath not God in 
his holy and juſt indignation mingled ſomewhat of a per- 
verſe ſpirit in the midſt of us? and are we not full of the 
fury of the Lord, and of the rebuke of our God? We 
wait for light, but behold obſcurity, for brightneſs, bur 
we walk in darkneſs; we grope for therwall like the blind, 
and we grope as if we had no eyes, we ſtumble at noon- 
day as in the night, we are in deſolate places as dead men, 


we look for judgment, but there is none, for fſalvatian, 


but it is far from us. And is not the Lord's hand allo u- 
pan his ordinances, to reſtrain and withhold the bleſhng 
whereof ; in this reſpect much is. ſown and little brought- 
in. The word of ſalvation, as to any ſenfible evidence 
thereot, is but rarely bleſſed in the hand of the miniſters 
unto the converting of ſouls, and turning men from dark- 
nels unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
It is the complaint of faithful miniſters_in many places of 
the land, that they labour in vain a d ſpend their ſtrength 
for nothing; yea, how doleful and dreadful is the with- 
ering and decay that is upon many ſouls who lay claim to 


converſion and a real intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt ? Ihe gene- 


ration.of the righteous in the land do bemoan this thing, 


and complain, day by day, that light is darkned, that lite 


is withered, that ſtrength is abated, that preſence is eva- 


niſhed, that tenderneſs is gone, that influences are with- 


holden, that prayer is reſtrained and ſhut out, that faith 
faileth, that love is grown cold, that hearts are hardened 
as ſtones, thst there is little or no delight in God or in 
his word, or in the fellowſhip of his people, that corrup- 
tions are aloft ,and heart plagues do abound, that God hi- 
deth his face and is as a ſtranger unto his people, and lea- 
veth them to wreſtle aloue in theirduties and dilliculties ; 
UVuu 2 ſo 
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o thaꝭ to deny the withdrawings of God from his people, 
were to Ceay what they feel written upon their hearts, 


e Dangers, &c. 
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and upon their way in a continued tract of {ad experien- 


ces now tor a long time. And yet whillt it js confeſſedly 
| thus, How little ado is there for his departings, even 2. 
maong thoſe who are convinced, and do acknowledge that 
8 he is in a great meaſure gone? ſome remembrance there 
is of a better condition, whilſt we did enjoy his fellows 
-hip, and his countenance did ſhine upon us, and ſome 
light to diſcover our loſs and the evils that do attend it, 
which bring a ſort of deſire to recover our former ſtate, 
but theſe how faint and feckleſs are they? and how ma- 
ny of us are in a manner content to live without God, aud 
to ſuffer him to be gone without taking hold on the ſkirts 
of his garments ? It may juſtly be ſaid, that ve do fade a; 
leaf, and that our iniquities like the wind do tuke us away, 
*and that there be few among us that call upon his name, 


or ſtir up themſelves to take hold on him; for he hath 
hid his face from us, and doth conſume: us becauſe of 


our iniquities. If his gracious influences were ſtrong u- 
pon our hearts, we would not, we could not eafily brook 


his departing, nor would we, or could we be ſatisfied, or 


-- , hold our peace, night and day, until he did return and re- 
vive his work, and renew his ſtrength, and repair the 
ruins and build up the breaches of his people; and our 
| fitting almoſt ſatisfied and filent under his withdrawings, 
> _  * doth ſay, that many of us, tho' we have a name that we 
gare living, yet we are dead, and that the ſpiritual lit: 
which remains in others is ready to die; which things 
do ſay, that our gourd is withering at the root, that reli 
gion is wounded at the heart, and finitten in its vitals, in 
the ſpiritual powers of the ſoul; all which, if the 
Lord breathe. not from above, by pouring out Eis ſpirit 
from on high, will ſcon make any truit or leaves of pro- 
feſſion that do remain without, to wither and decay, an! 
leave us like Nebuchadnezzar, his tree, which by the 
command of the Watcher and holy One that came down 
from heaven, was hewn down, and had it's branches 
cut, and it's leaves ſhaken, and it's fruit ſcattered, and 
the beaſts driven from under it, and the fowls from its 
branches, and the ſtump of its roots only left in the 
earth, bound with a band of iron and of brafs, until ſc- 


ven times did pats over it. 
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OF TERRY VALUABLE 


SERMONS 


Preached on ſeveral SUBJECTS and in A- 1 
vers Places in the time of the Late PE K i 


20 SECUTION, 
Wy * 


by theſe En SER VAN TS of IISs Us 
of Cux1sT, Meſſrs JOHN KID, JOHN KING, 
- JOHN WELCH, JOHN BLACKADDER, _ 
„ JOHN DICKSON, and GABRIEL.SEMPLE. | 


he 

vx loriocres and Pants from different M. 
A vusCRIPTS, by JOHN HOWIE; and Publiſh- 
. ed at the requeſt of thoſe who deſire to Own the 

| the fame TrsTIMonY, that ſome of theſe Au E- 
: _ oks OwW NED and SEALED with their BTOOP. 
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be Ve ore. ambaſſudors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech 
irit a by us, ave pray you in Chris flead be ye reconcile” 
units God,— 2 COR. v. 20. 
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GLASGOW: 
Printed by JOHN BRYCE, and Sold at his ase, 


Sali market. — 1780. 


HERE ſeems to be little or no neceſſity for treat- 
: ing here of the the Liyes and Contendings of the 
Authors of the following Diſcourſes, theſe being all, ex- 
© cept two“, touched at in the Scots Biography, a ſecond 
Edition of which is now intended. —Neither can it be 

rationally expected, that I ſhould now: infiſt upon the 
ſubject matter, fcope or defign of theſe diſcourſes ; ſee- 
ing that I had ſo lately an opportunity for that purpoſe 
in a Publication of this kind, which, I preſume, is in 


| NY the hands of not a few.—All, therefore, that I ſhall 


hint of this nature at preſent, is, juſt to obſerve, 
J, Trar 


* IZ. Meſſrs John Blackadder ; Gabriel Semple, of whom 
take the following hints. Mr. 7:hn Blackadder was ordained 
miniſter at Traquair, 1653, was trom thence ejectel aer the 
Reftoration, preached atterward in the ſields under many bard- 
ſhips, was declared a rebel 1670, —was apprehend:d atter many 
remarkable eſcapes, and brought before the Council, 1637, 
wher: he boldly avowed his preaching in the fields and his Maſ: 
ter's warrant ſo to do; and being on the reſerve as to the Tor- 
o F.xcommunicationhe was by them ſent to the B2ſ5, where 
he continued priſoner until he entered into his Maſter's joys a- 
bout the year 1686, | ? | 

Mr. Gabriel Semple was fon to Sir Bryce Semple of Cat! cart, 
was ſettled miniſter at Ailpatrict Durham before the Rettora- 
tion; but was thruſt f-om.thence by the Glaſrow Act. 1661; 
after which he repaired to the houſe of Corſack where the held 
preachings firſt began. He preached to the horſemen when they 
took the Covenants at Lanerk 1666, and was at Pentland ;— 
after which he preached in the ſields for ſome time : At Jalt be 
was apprehended and brought before the Counc'} ; he was then 
liberated ;+ but in a few weeks ſummoned to appear again; but 
retired to England, where he continue till the Revatu'ion, 
wher he was ſettled miniſter at 7ecuurgh, where lie continued 
till his death, Auno 1306. 3 


* * . 


5 F - a8 #Þ# 
3 9 


ws 


— a - > x Lu QC 


al $6. f A . : N - a . \ 
7 r V 2 : * * \ ©." * 3 7 l 4%, v & 
** =» * X * A 
Py 


To the Reader. ii 


V, THAT as to the ſubject matter or ſcope of theſe _ 
Sermons, they are ſound and ſolid, ſetting forth the 


' ſalvation of ſinners to be ſolely of free grace, in and thro? *_ 
the Mediatory offices, the doing and dying of the God». 


Man Jeſus Chriſt in a moſt lively and ftriking manner. 
And for a doctrinal teſtimony none can be more explicit, 
than ſome of the Authors of theſe Sermons are in afſerting 

Chriſt's headſhip over the church, the Jus Divinum of 
Preſbytery, in oppoſition to Popery, Prelacy, Sectarian- 

im, and every error and hereſy whatſoever, with the 
duty of both private and public Covenanting, and the 
binding obligation of theſe National Vows that our fore- 
fathers came under in theſe lands unto the Moſt High.— 
And for practical religion, and cloſing with Chrift in 


the goſpel offer, it is in theſe diſcourſes preſſed and re- 


commended in the warmeſt manner. And how neceſ- 
ſary and requiſite are ſuch doctrines as theſe, in this 
jnſidious and lukewarm generation? Wherein there are 
not only ſuch ſwarms of Arminian caterpillars, , Soci- 
nian vipers, and Deiſtical locuſts aſcending out of the 
bottomleſs pit, who daily live by corroding and gnawing 
at the vitals of religion, and whoſe conſtant employment 
conſiſts in undermining and ſapping the foundation of 
man's ſalvation; the productions of whom are conſtant- 
ly teeming from both Preſs and Pulpit, —wwhoſe words. 
i eat as doth a canker, — Bringing in damnable hereſy, e- 
wen denying the Lord that bought them. But even ſome 
of theſe bearing the Preſbyterian name, and who would 
have themſelves called orthodox teachers are now plan- 
ing out to themſelves a ſcheme of ſentiments, which, if 
proſecuted in a confiftency with themſclves, would not. 
only enervate the ſinews, and unhinge the whole ſyſtem 
or frame of Preſbyterian principles anent church-go- 
vernment, but even, if poſſible, relieve their implicit 
followers (who imbibe theſe pernicious notions) from e- 
very ſacred rye, bond or obligation: Nay, bear with me 
if I ſhould ſays the ſeal, of the covenant not excepted+: 
| which 
+ Perhaps ſome may think, that I am here wofe liberal in 
charging than proving. But for Chorch- communion ard public 
Covenanting ſee their own writings lately publiſhed to the world 
on that head, And for perſonal Cov:nanting, it is alſo by fome 
denied; nay that there is any thing of the nature of an engave- . 
ment in Communicating-work, or in requiring the Sicrament of 
the Supper. There remains ther-fore only the other feal of the 


Covenant, Baptiſm, and that mult allo til of courſe with the o- 
ther, For , | 7 


3 Bi acids Fig aber 
7 1 Ta the «Reader, © | 
which, in effect, ſays (whatever flaming pretences to pi. 
| ety and religion they may make) ler vs break their bands 
E-- aſunder, and caſt ther cords from us. And for true prac. 
b _ tical religion, although we may ſay that we ſeem to be 
tte generation on whom that part of the antient pro- 
Phecy is fulfilled many Pall run to and fro, and know- 
ledge ſhall be increafed ; yet at the ſame time, many are 
loſt for want of wholeſome doctrine and inſtruftion ;— 
my people periſb for lack of knowledge. This at firſt view 
may appear to be a paradox; and yet alas! it will be 
found an awful, and a certain truth, that there are ma- 
© _ ny fitting daily under the drop of a ſtanding miniſtry, 
that are ignorant of the very firſt principles of Chriſti. 
* -” - anity. And how many more are utterly ſtrangers to the 
power and efficacious working of the holy Spirit, to 
E convincing, converting and regenerating grace, which 
terminate in a godly ſorrow for fin, hatred of it, turn- 
ing from it anto Chriſt, reſting and relying on the 
. - Promiſes, uniting the ſoul unto him for ſanctification and 
© holineſs , the happy reſult of that experimental know- 
1 ledge or inward and ſpiritual feeling of what we hear 
. and believe concerning him, being inveſted by the Spi- 
tit of the living Gop, putting on the new man, — 


which is renewed in knewledge after the image of kim that 
- ereated him. > 
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2dly, As to the character and principles of ſome of 
the Authors of the following Sermons, 1 know it is ob- 


jected, 


r. In Baptiſm we are engaged (at leaft our parents for vs) tv 
renource the devil, the world, and the leh; which three ia 
| ſubſtance comprehend the whole duty we owe to God and one 
another: and what 18 perfonal or public Covenaniing either, but 
2 more explicit engagement unto thefe ; and deny this, deny the 
other alſo. And | | 
2. They object, it was our forefathers only that took 1he'e 
Covenants, and what have we to to with them, or what right 
had they to engage for us? Bat ibe dame holds good here in 
Baptiſm : It is our parents that engage for us; and what right 
have they in the on: more than in the other, when both are 
commanded duties? Deny the birding ebligation of the one 
the other mult of neeeſſity fall to the ground: allo. | 
L:ftly, it muſt be equally abſurd: to ſay, that theſe Coverants 
eannot be of a moral nature, or morally binding, b<cauſe 
there are political claufes in them: for can it be denied, that 
the iupporting, upholdipg, aſſiſting and defending of the lawſul 
magꝑiſtrate in the exerciſes of his oflice, is a commanded duty in 


$cc1pture ; and yet pray, how Tan theſe be dove except in a poli» 
tical Way. ; 
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. «ted; that _ were not ſo ſtaunch | in point K judg- 3 Hal 
ment, as the more faithful party were: as to this it muſt © 
be granted, that ſome of theſe men, particularly, Mr. 
Welch, did not act ſuch an honeſt part, eſpecially i in the 
affair of Bethawel, as could have been wiſhed or expect- 
ed: But this ſeems to proceed from his want of ears N 
es to caſt off the king's (I may ſay the tyrant's) autho- 
rity in things civil; or rather his not knowing when to 
„put the period berwixt a king and a tyrant, he * # 
been once a lawful Covenanted King. And yet I mu 
a in his behalf, that none of theſe men whoſe Sermons +: 
are here given to the Public, were ever indulged or yet 
' WE zpproved of the indulgence, (if I miſtake not). And 
| [MW notvithſtanding their want of clearneſs in · this point zu 
yet they were witneſſes, and fuffered much for the * "= 
A of Chriſt.— And likewiſe theſe Sermons were de. N 
livered before any compliance they can be charged wick : 
exiſted : and were it here expedient, I could e - 
| a number of inſtances, ſhewing that great 8450 ment 
| in the church have thro' an erring jadgmentt Rave been 
left to make foul ſlips of compliancè . And rtheß it 1s f 
well known that not long before this, Mr. Ga- 1 preach- 1 
ed along with Mr. John Blackadder g: and it id account=. 
| ed a gem in Mr. Cargils character, the teſtimony that 
Mr. Blackadder that day gave of him. And „ 


. 


| Laſtly, LET it be obſerved, that-on account the Re- 
giſter ſwelled } in the Preſs, above what was expected, 

there are none of the Lectures, and but a few of the 
Sermons got here printed that were propoſed, or intended 
at leaſt, to have been Publiſhed, could the Volume have 
admitted of it. 


AND as I formerly noticed qs theſe diſcourſes were 
only taken down in mort-hand m the mouthg of the 
Authors, (and moſtly by unlearned men) when deliver- 
ed, they muſt be far inferior to what they would have 
been, had they been written and corrected by the Authors 
themſelves, & even now by ſome more able hands.— 
But in this it is hoped that the intelligent, and more in- 
dulgent Reader will een the mantle of charity over 


A any 


The Reader is 10 3 it was Mr. William Black- 
adder who made tht compliance in the affair of Bothwel, and 
not Mr. John Blackadder whoſe Sermous are now publiſhed, 
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r failing or e es pe 520 here meet vith Ml 
either as to matter or order of method ;—and for type * 
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graphical miſtakes, neither the Authors nor Tranſcribe WM - 
can otherwiſe be anſwerable or accountable. But not ii” * 
.® inſiſt or detain the Reader any longer, may he- uh 
Hat h choſen the fooliſh things of che world, to confound ih 
wiſe — and choſen the A. thikgs of the world to confound 
the things that are mighty, The."Gowp that appeared 9 
2 at Lua in the land of Canaan, the Angel of dhe C 
DTDovenant, that bleſſed him at Peniel. and Habanain, 1 
bpleſs theſe Diſcourſes, and thoſe formerly publiſhed x 
Vith every other mean of inſtruction, for his own gle 
the advancement of the. Mediator's kingdom, 2nd 
a 2 edification and conſolation of his own people, tha 
| - they may increaſe and perſevere in truth and true hol. 
By 5 5 nels, untit they are wafted over the brinks of Jordat 
unto the l banks of EMaNUEI“s . in light and 
25 3 3 e ;=fox if I could perform any part of acceptable 
IHéilervice dee God, with the apoltl2.- My earneft der 
ond 8 go pot. leaſt Tags * That "Tract Y lt 


2 . 1 1 3 — 1 445 1 785 
1 5 5 Rotwoom, Fab 28th, 1780. 
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wo "i ONS reached by Ne. Jony, Kid, 
July — 1678. ® 2 


| G Air: 1. . 
Send fa i}, "therefore, in the Moy. ae 05h 
made you free. 


Ss 3 


[ Foxtxo08 8 Senuox.] | 


OME of you may erage remember: -what S 3 ne 
d we have already made upon theſe words. We told 
ou, that the apoſtle had here to do with a number f 
people, even à company of unfixed and unſtable ſouls 
and fleeting profeflors: : they were like children toſſe 2H] 
t5 4nd fro, going hither and thither. Sutlr a practice — 
was unbecoming the goſpel and Chriſtian liberty, where- 48 
by they were admitted unto and privileged with the New 
Teſtament diſpenſation. And thoſe who lived in igno- 
rance in theſe times God winked at; but now he calls 
Lumen to repent and pray, Ce. But it may be, ſome 
vf you neither pray in private, nor in public, nor in 3 
milies: and O but it is a ſhameful thing (not to ſpeak { 
of the ſin) to Tee a man or woman living in Scotland, 
and not to pray; and yet I believe there are thoufänds 
in Scotland that Pray none at all. ia i 
Now, do you know how ſoon you will have to appear 
belore God? and what will ye anſwer when he ſhall aſk,” 
where did ye live when upon earth? * Lord Elived in 
Scotland? In Sc than that was 2 pravirg land. What 
s A ie 9 ? 4 e 


5 5 
— 
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$$ MM,. Joun Krv's Sermons | 
RS. - time lived ye there? I lived there betwixt 1638 and 
1418649, Indeed that was a praying time, when the gol. 
pel was both powerful and purely preached : and lived 

Fe alk that time in the land without being a pray ing man 
dr woman? Remember, Sirs, that I tell you, that theſe 
Aays are coming upon you, when ſuch an accompt will 
be ſought for at you hand, when the Lord will ſay unto 
you, * how durſt ye live without God, and guit haus Chrif 
IF in the world? Man or woman, did ye not read the Bj. 
= ble? Perhaps ſome may ſay, I cannot read it; but that 
EP is no excuſe; ye might have heard it read by other, 
But I'IIl tell you, that, by the bye, there are fone 
= that cannot read the Bible that will pray more ſpiritual. 
y and to better purpoſe than many that can reach it; yes, 
deietter than . the greateſt doctors and glergy men 
mmongſt us. Then ſays the Lord, < haw:comes it tha 
©. = vpe did not pray? in what caſe came ye before my bar? 
1 . what will zour anſwer be? Ye Will then be ſpeechleſs; 
or then 5 will appear Without the wedding garment; 
zn will fay, Tord, en unto ug: But he will anſwer 
and came ye hither 7 Ye are not praying men 
and omen depart from me ; Fad I know you not : tak 


en hand and foot, and caſt them into utter dark 


* , where there ſhall be weeping and graſping of teeth. 
Baut it may be, ye believe not theſe things; but whe- 


F,- ther ye believe them or not, all that ever received breath 
: in Adam, ſhall ſtand before the judgment-ſeat, and there 
mamuſt give an account. It will be a ſtrange company: 
| The Lord will ſay in that day to believers, where came 
ye from? Lord, I came from ſuch and ſuch a place in 
the world; and while T was in it, thou madeſt me 1 
praying man, or a praying woman, lad or laſs, through 
thy grace? Then he will ſay, poor things, come in: ye 
are of them that have gome out of many tribulations, K. 
Le are welcome: Come and take your reſt ; for you ar 
mine. O Sirs, if ye knew how acceptable ſuch are un 


+ Here might obſerve, that through the paucity of teachen 

the diftance from Seminaries of learning, the negligence of pi 

rents, or their ſtraitning circomftances ; numbery of the inferior 

rank in theſe times were not (as we call it bock - learned; and 

yet ſome of theſe had more real religion by heart, than ao) 

of the learned Rabbies of this day have by rote. But as: the 

want of this was matter of grief unto then, let none be engl 

raged thereby to a neglet of ſuch a valuable privilege, whe" 

2% they can have it now with ſmall expences (at leaſt cowmd 
2 learning) and wi th no great difficulty. 
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people might lay hold upon it ; chat is, conſolation 3 


have taken it up ; but he revealed the name ſuitable unta 


Here ahe apoſtle draws a N of the Colm pre. 2 1 a 
_ and buckle as ye will, ye ſtand in need of anages 
monitiom ; Stand faßt in the liberty, &c. - And"ther@s > - 
none but what ſtand in need of this admganition; "Sa Y 
Jy Honeſt people, he puts them all in gne catalogue WW” a 2 7 4 
re is none hut they ſtand in need of this pdmonit es 
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: 4 2 , " 2 . v. 1 5 * ' | 3s; * q 
tothe 1b e would all become praying folk, if yo 9 of 
knew the worth 3 is in this word, 8A VIoUu R. The 
Holy Ghoſt: has choſen that word of purpoſe-that . $5.2 ” ö 


and to let you fee wha room ye have in God's hrart, (ſo. 
to ipeak) that he might quadrate to our nereſſity and 
up-taking If he had expreſt and ſet forth himfeif un- 
der ſome great name fuitable unto himſelf, ye could not 


the offiesa Saviour, and we know and can take up 
that; Por to them that are guilty ſinners, there is a 


kindly Tyrapathiy betwixt Agnes (penxens s) and 
a ſaviour; ſinner 


nay, we muſt admaaiſh ourſelves. Wall e tand i= 152 
$:and faſt. That impacts fxedneſs, and ft Raggerng ; = 
it is a noble thing, Chriſtians, to be fixed 3 aud hen y FH EZ 8 
have done all, to ſtand, Stand faſt, ſays the apo flit, ad — 


2 yourſelves like men. Know ye what profeſſion 5e ue 


af ? Are ye under the king's colours? And have ye the 


king's badge ? Then ye are under an honourable Maler 

and profeſſion. | EY 
If ye will ſtand, quit yourſclves like men 3 and let the. 

temptation know that ye are not like children. toſſed to 

and fro; but that ye are men of great minds to ſtand 


and be fixed: and though there were no more to encou- F | 


rage you, this commendation of ſtedfaſtneſs might en- 
courage yau.—lf there be any thinking folk amongſt - 

You, it is thoſe who ſtand and are ſtedfaſt; and what is 

the reaſon, that ane will thrive as nd in one year, 
as another will do in twenty years! ? The reaſon is, tas” 
oae, is fixed, and the other is unſtable ; the one is ſted- 

faſt and ſtrict, and the other is lax and not ſtraight in 


his converſation. — $0 that if ye would be ripe (or ready) 


for any good turn, then be ſtedfaſt, and ſtand faſt, and 
Pray that yeamay be JanÞfied, and e meet far the inhe- 
ritance of the-faints in light and glory. Seek to ſee your 
evils.; and you may fee as much now as you may ever. 
ſee again, And as you ſee yourſelves enemies to God 
dy bach and ee, ſtrive to have them mor e 

e 


82 
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= . 5 Ve chink it à Hafd talk to moftify theſe Iuſts and idols 
tat are as dear unto you as your right-hand and right. 
Dez; but you muſt quit them, although they ſhould 
x . thouſand times more ſo. I confeſs mortification 
is a hard taſk; that is, to go from ftrength to flrength, un- 
tif every one of them appear in Zion before God. | 
"But confider the idols that continue latent in your | 
bdbosſom; and when you have found them out, make uſe of 
tte ſacrificing knife to killand crucify them: It ; one of 
tue pleas the Lord has with Scotland, their tot morti- 
fuying of ſin; there is not that mortifying of fin that 
| ſhould: de among us: and the reaſon is, we are at a ſtand; 
85 * but we ſhould go forward, forward, and ſtill forward: 
E We ſhould go up and down” in his naine 3 and on in 
_ * ſtrength of God the Lord. 
Ex 14 _ that which” we laſt obſeryed from theſe” words, 
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5s with this ? "If Bo had moun- 
— x A of gald: * 3 O Chriſtians, ye have more 
IF than them z, Ruce ye can claim that inheritqnee. O 
ö * dut yet dea joyful fight unto him, and a joyful fight 
= - - 26 aurſetves, when ye can claim a right unto all the 
oO piivileges of true Chriſtians” Te are privileged men in- 
ddced; for ye ſhall be admitted to ſce him as he ts, and to 
= fee Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob: Theſe will be your com- 
pany in the kingdom of God. It is true, it is not fo ea- 
17 to be a Chriſtian, as ſome may ſuppoſe it to be: But 
ſuch as are made to ſtand in this liberty wherein Chri/ 
hath made then: free, when they ſee it, they wilt be made 
to think it was nothing. in them that made them ſo ; but 
Vuuoill ſay, it was God that came into my heart, and wroupht 
there, and determined my heart to fove and follow him, 
though I before followed the devil a foot. But ( hriſt 
paſted by, and ſaid, Sirs, follow him no more, but come 
| and follow me. That was a brave word, that he ſpake 
0 Petęr and John: he ſaid nothing more unto them at 
| firſt but Folloap ine, and they did ſo. It is always good 
, when folk make nv > he elitation when he calls chem to fol- 

low him. 
Then, Stirs, remember Heil the Chr' dun man is a pri- 
vileged man : he is ſo-here, and ſhall be ſo through all 
cterbity: and though he be laid in the grave, he thall, 
not ſo rot as to be annihilated he Thaltrife and live a- 
gain. Ye may, while here, be in trouble and N 
. avs. 
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Dre Gar. v. 15... | 
have 80000 forth not bing but wind but hearwhat he 
fays, Thy dead inen ſball live, together with my dead body 
all they: ariſe - Awake and ſing, ye that dwell in the duft; 
Kc. Ifa. xxvi. 19. Ye ſhall riſe / day, and be made 
capable to converſe and n ene throughout all e- 
. ternit a 

| * here we ſhall ſpeak. unto a few things wherein | 
the Chriſtian is Privilege, beyond what we have formerly 
ſpoken ; but perhaps we may not get through theſe 
privileges vat. preſent. —And it is even to vou that we 
_ ſpeak, Chriſtians, that ye may ill review your pri- 
vileges———Abraham commanded his ſervant Eleazar to 
go to the land of his kindred for a wife to Ris ſon Iſaac; > "= 
which he did: And when he came to that good woman | 
Rebecca, he faid, Wilt thou go to my Maſter? Heis 

his Fathers o Loon and he is a good man, and in e E 
venant n el Wilt thou go with me winto a far commer” YL — 
try? What anſwer ſhall I take back 7 What ay "2 
Wilt thou go with this man? And be aid, 2 chill — — 
The very report of an Iſaae engaged her n e confent ©. 3 
10 g,—But, Sirs, here ig a greater Ie ed unte 
you this day: Will ye go unto our Lord Jeu Phriſt? 
This dy we are ſent as Kleazar to tell you, Th NMI þ 

| his Father's only ſon ; he is rich; and he wants for no- 
thing : and he is in covenant with you. - What thall we 
anſwer his Father this day concerning your conſent ? 
Will ye go and take him to be your Lord and Huſband ? 
or will ye go without him 2 He is bleed, and ſhall be blej- 
1 ſed, and they are a happy and bleſſed people who accept 
| of him: You may all caſt down vour caps before this 
matchleſs one, Who has all the bleſfings of tbe coye- 
nant to beſtow upon you ?: IThen come and take him 
2 with all his bieffings, for all grace is in him, for verily 
: in him is all grace and glery. Come away, then, unto 
this precious and glorious liaac : young men and young 
women, will ye fall in love with him? Te wül never 
ſuſtain any loſs by him. It were a thouland pit ies to let 
| him go, and not accept of him: Come then and eſponſe 
8 him. Will none of you come? Will not ſome one or o- 
ther of you come and marry this Iſaac? Come and go 
with him, when your hearts are black and decayed : 
l Then-take a view of your privileges: Look unto all the 
four airths of heaven, and ve ſhall not find ſuch a lovely 
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5 b * to match with as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ife is a 
1. . Nee man that can review all his privileges: Tell youy 
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and tell you over again, when we have done what be 
can, we will not get to the far end of them; 
I left off laſt at ſome directions for improving of your 


. or liberty ; and ye that have ſtrength to im- 
© prove them, improve them; for God has given yon 4 


ſtock. Exerciſe your faith, and exerciſe your hope : 


It is not for | yourſelf only you have got it: It is 


given you to benefit others; make the country-ſide 


the better for it. O trade with it, Sirs, and improve it. 
We ſpoke to ſeven or eight graces that mah folk are 
faulty. or deficient in. We ſhall now ſpeak. a word unto 
Mk vs or ten more. And | 


1. Haſt thou faith ?* have it for thr 72 We will 3 not 
thr that a parent can ſave his child; but we ſay, a faith. 
praying parent, by prayer and fervent ſupplication to 

may do a child good. It is true, à godly father 


ME. Rave in ungodly child, (we have ſeen it fo) and 


n ungodly father may have 4 godly child; but that 
which is your duty at preſent, is, to make your calling 
and elecien ſure: Pray and pray i in faith, and yet know 


that prayer will not fave you: Many good words will not 


fare u, nor do your turn. But 
©» RE You ſhould | improve the grace of hope. When I. 


"Rel ha@ travelled a few days in the wilderneſs, after they 
had ſo lately ſeen the wonderful works of the Lord, 
"then they had hope enough: But when they got not 
Their beaſtly appetites ſatisfied, then they murmured and 
reflected upon the Lord, and upon his ſervant Moſes. 
They faid, we had better have died in Egypt, when we 
did eat the onions and the garlick, and were fatisfied with 
the fleſh pots, &'c. Therefore it was ſo with the Lord's 
people, when he began to deal with them: and he deals 


with their hearts to love him as here, when there was 


nothing but communion and fellowſhip with God : he 
delights in them and they in him: But when a ſtorm 2- 


riſes and flies in their faces, their hope and confidences 
,evaniſh; The Lord ſaid, he would give them the land 
as he promiſed to Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob; yet they 


- cried more after their luſts, than after tNe promiſed land, 


It. was better, ſay they, with us when in Egypt, than it 
is likely to be with us now: when we did eat the onions 
and garlick, then we had hope.—Sirs, it was ſo with 
us in Scotland, when the work of reformation began 3 


then we had ey in the field for the Lord, his work 


and covenants ; but as foon as theſe were gone away, 


then we loit all Lope ; and now we conclude, that all'is 


a is 
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loft and gone. The Lord ſaid, 1 will have e Fares 
better. ed I will ſee what hope he hath in me d, 13 8 
Abraham, and offer up your only begotten” ſon Iſaac: 3 
and it is ſaid of him, Rom. iv. 18. — 41050 againſt hope be- 
heved i in hope, that he might become the father of many na- 

S's tons. + he beheved i 17 hopes And 1 will not. fay, that this 


'P generation wilt live to ſee the decayed and ruined work ©, 
= of reformation revived and raiſed up, and reſtored unto © * 
oy its forme purity and integrity hut this I believe, 

FO and YE ought to believe it, that Scotland i is a covenanted a 


o WM land. © Our land is promiſed unto Chriſt, Pſal. ii. 8. X 
| will 15 the ut met parts of the earth fer thy poſſi Neffon,— 
is a land married unto the Lord; and therefore he ill. 
b. not forſake it utterly, Bleſs God: but for what ? Bleſs” f 
tO him daily. for what he has done for us, and for hat Be 1 7 
apt has done for poor Scotland, Let your hope he imp IS BE 
id ed, atid pray more and more, ſo as your hop@be not mare 2 4 
a red, Chriſtians not improving their hope? binders hem 2 
8 from ſeeing their privileges. Many care not whether” Ne 9 
A Chriſt ſtay with, or go from Scotland; they are not MN 
of troubled about it. But hope is much decay There 
are ſtrong giant-corruptions to hinder you in he War, © 

God took Scotland by the hand, when it was low, and ** 

none cafed for us. Do not bring up an evil report 0g 

the good land. I hope that God will yet put a new ſong "Wn. 

in our mouths, for all tliat is come and gone with us. 

3. There is the grace of heavenly mindegnefs : that 

is now decayed-amongit us. There is no more religion 

ſen, at leaſt amongſt the moſt part, either upon the 

Lord's day or on a weck-day, than amongſt thoſe that 

live in the wilds of America. It was not wont to be ſo: 
when God began with you, ye carried ſo, that the tears 

would have been ſeen to trickle down your cheeks. In 

the day of your eſpoulals, reading, preaching, hearing, 

and converſing, learned from heaven, might have been 
then read in your converſation: when any went by the 
way, it was refreſhivg to hear that method. There was 
nothing heard but what was for edification. Then were 

opportunities taken for prayer, and what was ſpoken 
was for God. But now this is in a great meaſure Jatd bye. 

We ſpeak now of onr own worldly things : we think 

our own thoughts; and fince it is ſo, what wonder is it, 

that the Lord repent end difclaim us? We walk not with - 
God, nor are right in heart with him —onr carnal lan- 
ELvage ſays, that the Lord is 1 in all cur theughts — Are 


Ty 
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"< | 5 reading and praying, and your hearts therein 2 O What 
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Lads, 


we then a thriving land or people? Alas, may it not be 
Teen. that our practices differ little from the practices 5 IM ter: 
profane wicked men on his holy day ?—His day is not 
improved; and no wonder ye fee not your privileges. 
Are ye looking within the ſuburbs of heaven? Are ye 


"a defirable thing is it to have yourkearts in heaven, to 
de heavenly as God is ſo, to ſde him face to face; and 
to ſee him as he if. Remember that a holy God is taking 
notice of you; and therefore ſpeak fo, and hear fo, and 

- reſolve to walk more holy, and fay, This thall be my 
work in time to come.—Up-ſitten Chriſtians, are ye not 


_ aſhamed that a poor laſs or lad (as we commonly call N ve 
. them) have made more progreſs, and profited more in I m 
_ Chriſtianity in one year, than ye have done iu twenty, Wl 
nua thaw fome of you in thirty years? Oh, oh, that ce 
t ſhould be ſo, and not laid te heart by you. And T 
44. There is the grace of humility, that is not made WM © 


= progreſs in by us. We all mind our own things, Baruch- Jr 
ke: he was a man afflicted for his own tings ; and ft 
Jeremiah reproves him for it.— Seele thou great things k 
Jer thyſelf? ſeek them not. It was not a fit time to feek 15 
after theſe things.—Nay, it is a more fit time to endea- b 


vour after abaſement and humility; for it will ſuit and 


v 
become the time much better. The man that is humble Ml ” 
and abaſeth himſelf unto the duſt, is the man that the JM. 1 
Lord delights to dwell with: he will dwell with the J 
bumble and contrite in heart; the man that is taken up ll © 
with God and heaven. God's cauſe and worſhip when Ml * 

_ encroached upon, go neareſt his Heart; for it is fuitable ; 
that the people of God lie low, when the honſe of God 
and the city of our father's'fepulchres lies waſte. If the ll ' 

_ deſolate waſte thereof were lying near our hearts, as it 
ought, it would ſweep- away all our own things, that | 
they would not come ſo much to our remembrance ; and 
then we would be crying unto the Lord, when we ſee 
breach upon breach. If Scotland were rightly improving 
the diſpenſation that it is under at this day, we would 
be praying more and crying more that the Lord would 
root up and caſt out every plant that his own right-hand 
has not planted. We are in a ſad cafe, and you may ſay 
how can we be but grieved when our brethren and ac- 
quaintances are led into captivity before the enemy ? 
We do not improve the matters of God as we ought : 
for if we did ſo, it would go better with our own mat- 

| ters, 


ms 4 
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of Wl ters, even the matters betwixt God and us: Ya the 4 
or MM conſideration of this, rightly laid to heart, would make 
bs all weep and humble ourſelves, that the glory of God 
Ye in Scotland is like to be ruined, burnt up and ſold unto. 
at captivity, as it is at this day. Do theſe things lie near 
to jour heart? When did you mind the violence done un- 
nd to her, 5, the church of Chriſt in Scotland, as you 
ug ought 7. I zou were right in heart, theſe things would 
nd I otherwiſe affect you, and lie more near your hearts than 
ny oftimes they do. But „ oe Flanges BY 
ot 5½ There 1s ſincerity 3 and we are guilty and faulty if 
all ve do not improve this our ſincerity, Shall we fay, that 
in many of you have been but hypocrites ? Indeed we fear 
ty, many of you have been ſo: but we exhort you to be fin- 
at cere. The apoſtle Paul unto the Philippians does fo +4198 
That ye may he ſincere and without offence, till the dax 8 
Chrift, Phil. i, 10, A great man in our land, (he wg 
man amongſt a thouſand) faid, he had been 1 ö 
ſincerity for many years, and yet he acknowledged he 
knew not what it was J. He muſt be a ſincere man that 
i; rightly improving his privileges; but if we we en- 
ble of our not improving them, it were ſo far go ; but. 
what can we expect from God, while we improve them 
not? Try and ſearch your own ſelves, and be not re- 
probate. But Chriſtian fincerity lies here, to improve 
your privileges, Ye ſhould, in order to this, be ac- 
quainted with God and lie more near him, and be more 
knowing in his matters, and every moment be ready to 
appear in God's matters; and he will be found a diſſem- 
bler that does not ſo ; T hat ſoul that abides near God, 
will ever be judging itſelf 3 it will ever be laying hold 
it upon God by faith. God will lie near unto him: he 
at will be lying all night between his breaſit: Each moment 
dhe will admit of no belaved but Jeſus Chriſt ; wife, chil- 
te red, land, rents, c. will be nothing in compariſon 
2 of him : All theſe will not ſatisfy, if I want him, (ſays 
[d the ſpouſe) Saw ye him whom my foul loveth He is 
1d mine, and Tam his : he feedeth amongſt the lillies. —O Sirs, 
1d lie near him, that the power of his death and virtue of 
V his reſurrection may come, and enable you to improve 
. wur privileges. Let fin, every luſt and abomination 


1 
= 
, _—_ 

o 

9 


2 


t According to the manuſcript, this was cn of the Meſſis. 
u hrie's : probaby, it was Mr. Willi m Cu hiie ſometime 
. naniſter at Fin vick, 
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that makes _ unlike him be mortified and killed; 
. Seek to get them all thruſt to the door, and to have fin 
lain, that ye may live, die, and rife again, as he did, A 
foul that is ſo, nothing will ſatisfy, but more of Gol 
ordinances; prayer and preaching will be emoty, if Chrif 
be not there, and it ſee his ou inge as the morning, Ye 
ſhould cry out, Oh to be like him. It is theſe that 
are in neareſt fellowſhip with him, that enjoy their pri. 
vileges, and have ordinances green and ſavoury ; There 
is nothing that will pleaſe ſuch a ſoul but that. 
"Bob A 0 | 
6. There is ſtability : people are not improving ſtabi. 
lity. Now, Sirs, what are ye to ſtand for? and what is 
became of us all in this reſpect? where is that going on 
in the ſirength of Gd the Lord? Folk are now given to 
- = Alinch in many things, The ſtedfaſt man that ſtands or 
keeps his ground, the more trials and difficulties he 
mameets with, he grows the more; they put him not one 
ſep back; but over them he prevails; and ſo he im. 
proves his ſtedfaſtneſs. Therefore ſtand faſt : mark your 
| ground before, or elle a trial or temptation will ſoon caſt 
z a you upon your backs: it did ſo with David, and Peter, 
I ! ben improve your ſtedfaſtneſs; and the more, becauſe 
- - Jnany are going off both into right and left-hand ex- 
tremes, O therefore improve ſtability, that ye tury 
not from the right way of the Lord. But | 
7. There is 27 and we do not improve that. 
We ought to be very ſingular, if we would walk as true 
practical Chriſtians, If we would be juſtified and fanc- 
tified, we muſt be ſingular; not men ſelf-conceited ot 
vain glory; we muſt be men improving our mercies; 
we muſt be men of ſingular reſolution like David or ſo- 
Mua, who ſaid, Joſh. xxiv. 13. As for me and my houſt, 
wwe will ſerve the Lord, Although the reſt ſhould go on 
in an evil and bad courſe, ſerving their own luſts and 
the world; yet (ſays he) I and my family have reſolved 
to ſerve the Lord. One poor man or woman will prore 
{table in their reſolutions, when another turns aſide: 
many in Joſhua's days went wrong, when he kept the 
right way. Then ſtudy more ſingularity in this; for 
the times call for it, even theſe times wherein our lot 
| is fallen. Noah walked with God, and it is ſaid, Th 
| be was a perfect man in his generation, i. e. he walked ac: 
corging to the rule; and he was a preacher of a 
| # nels; 
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ed: W neſs; he exborted them all to repentance : but did they 
: fin do it? no, they did not.— Enoch walked with God: 

A ind it is ſaid, He was not, becauſe God took him. There 
od'; are thouſands in Scotland this day, that walk . not with 
ariſ God; and yet there is a great reward provided for them = 
Ye that walk with him, go where they will.—So he will 4 
that be 4 ſingular man, and a praying man, and has a happy 
Pris illue; and this I declare unto you. | 5 
ere 8. The grace of ſelf-examination is not in exercife.in 
— this our day. Then try yourſelves: we have taken an 

caſy way now: we are not found in the exerciſes of this 
abi. duty: men and women have left that; and it is now 
at is many years ſince it was rightly practiſed ; that is to ſay, 
g ON that we were going out from Egypt; bat alas! we are 4 
n to returning back unto it again. 80 you muſt examine ' | 
s or your ſtate; and ſee, whether ye are in the faith or not? 
; he whether ye be following hard after God or not? he is, 
one as it were hovering over you; therefore ſtudy to be pray ü 
im. ing folk : try whether ye he in a thriving condition, fol- 
your lowing the Lord, and advancing in Chriſtianity, See ß 
calt ye be mortifying ſin and corruption, Lay yourſelves ii 
eter, God's balance, Deal impartially as before God. inn. 
auſe deed the grace of ſelf. examination is become very rare 1 
lex. in theſe days: but O Sirs, believe in Chriſt, and wei ggg 
turn yourſelves, and ſee what weight of mettle ye have, and 
what ye are of; ſee whether ye be of good or bad met- 

hat. Wl tle. We exhort you to weigh yourſelves before God, — 
true Many amongſt you have complied with theſe that hate 


ANC- God: yea, they hate God and Chriſt both ; and even 
1 of when his back is at the wall, (fo to ſpeak). Therefore 


ies; examine into that, and ſee your ſin in ſo doing, and be 
Jo- humbled for it; for the ſtreſs of your buſineſs lies in a- 
01ſt vowing of God. We are concerned to oun him, and 
0 q to own the government of his hou ſe, and to own his co- 
an 


venants that ye and the land did ſwear, —Examine your 
| own particular engagements, that ve have come under at 
rote communion-days, or faſt-days. Weigh theſe things, I 


ide: ſay, and ſee how anſwerably ye have walked unto them; 
the or elſe the Lord will weigh them and you both; or 

for rather you for the abuſing of them. There are many 
r lat may have the root of the matter in them, and yet things 
* not be right between God and them: but the cxerciſe of 


grace will keep things right; but the habit of grace 


oul- will not keep you right, if ye be not. aſſiſted by the ex- 
el; erciſes thereof. But : 


9. There 


Will not deny himſelf for 


4 k N he " * 
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9. There is another thing that we ſhall name, and 


that is, ſelf-denial: it is alſo in decay amongſt us; and 
we cannot well tell what ay to that. But it was a leſſon 
taught by Jeſus Chriſt hi 


elf, Mark viii. 34. Wiheſoever 
will come after tne, let him deny himſelf, and take up his 
erofr, and follow me. In what do ye deny yourſelves ? 
What are ye doing in Scotland? Do we avow Chriſt ? 
nay, the rulers in Scotland deny Chriſt in this: it is a 
requiſite duty for Chriſtians to avow Chriſt at all times, 
and eſpecially at this time. You muſt reſolve to ftand 
and fall with his intereſt. Study to be looſed from all 
things that ye are ſo knit to in this world. Whatever 
ye are gropping after, N looſe grip of it: He that 

riſt, cannot be his diſciple. 
Ye muſt bear with the Joſs of all. What if God call for 
a teſtimony from you, if it be to ſuffer the loſs of goods, 


gear, imprifonment, baniſhment unto a ſtrange land: 
yea, if it be to death itſelf on a ſcaffold 6, reſolve in his 


ſtrength to give obedience, and ſay, What have I here? 


there is nothing but toil, trouble and travel: ſay, my 


hope is in heaven, Have ye your hope there? improve 


this grace, and fee if ye have a heart to fell all things, 


and to buy this pearl of great price: It is a moſt rational 
refolution : if you would be wiſe merchants, buy that; 
fell all, and buy it: The want of reſolution to buy this 
pearl of great price, makes you undetermined in your 
duty. Ye are under engagements : » ſtudy to acquit 
yourſelves :. forego and quit all; and keep your engage- 
ments: reſign all away but Chrift, and keep a ſtrong 


_ gripe of him ; and keep a looſe gripe of all other enjoy- 


ments, whether it be land, rents, wife or children: 
keep a looſe gripe of them. We exhort you not to mind 
theſe things too much ;—for if we were Chriſtians in- 
deed, we would be living in heaven, while here upon 
earth.—Now, Sirs, then let ſelf-denial be made conſci- 
ence of: Let it be in a dependency on God; which 1s 


the 


10. And laſt grace (we ſhall mention) that we come 


ſhort of, viz. dependence on God. Let your ſouls 2 
| pen 


$ Here obſerve, that the Lord did enable this his witreſ3, 
noc only to practiſe and perform what he himſelf heretaugh » 
but alſo to ſeal the ſame with his blood ; which he did upon the 
x4th of Auguſt next year at the croſs of Edinburgh defore ma- 
ny witneſſcs ; But them that ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring 


i him. 
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* on God. "Where is the ſoul that is ruſting and de- 


pending on him? The Spirit of God ſays, Though tue 
mountains were removed, and caft into the midſt of the ſea, 
Kc. And thaugh the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, ſays the 
church, yet truly wwe. will truft in the Lord, and joy in the 


earth, Know ye that all our rulers are ſet againſt God the 
Lord? Yet rejoice, becauſe God reigns : let your ſouls 
have dependence on him. Of all the reaſons why the 


Chriſtians in Scotland are fo far from God, this is one 


of the chief: they have no truſt in or dependence on him. 
Who amongſt us has any truſt in or dependence on him 
as we ought to have? 


Now (for a concluſion) what ſay ye to this? Will ye 
wait, and wait on? Do ye believe, that God has power, 
and that the God of Jacob will be your refuge ? Are ye at 


that with David, Pfal. iv. 8. I vill both lay me down and 
ſleep ; for than, Lord, only makeſt me to dwell in ſafety 9 + 


And that ye will not care what man can do unto you 2 


why? Becauſe ye have dependence on him: This is 
that which makes Chriſtians rejoice, although hex, 
ſhould be diſperſed. through many nations, that he hass 
prorgiſed to be a little ſanctuary unto them.—Say, that 
God and. you ſhall never part: and be where you will, 
he ſhall be your ſanctuary that will abide wind and wea- 

ther. Dependence on God will make the Chriſtian ſuf- 
fer the loſs of all things. O ſay, The Lord is on my ſide, 
1 ſhall net be moved. — He is my ſtrength and my ſaving + 

health, mi rack and firong tower ; and I truſt in him, and 


therefore I ſhall ftand faſt, and not fall. 


july the ſpoiling of their goods ; and the reaſon is, becaule 
that man has his treaſure and privileges in heaven :—he 
has the Bible here, wherein is contained that covenant 
of free grace; and on that he depends. So depend on 
God, that he may clear up your ſky a little: depend on 
God with your ſouls, and that will make you improve 
diſpenſations: fix on God: take him as he has offered 
himſelf in the promiſes of the goſpel, —And to him be 
tlie praiſe, AMEN. 


SERMON 


: 


Now he that can truly ſay this, is a bleſſed and a hap» 
py man: dependence on God will make folk take joy- 
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Cal of our ſalvation,— who rules in Jacob to the ends. of the 
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GALATIANS v. 1. 


Stand faſt therefore in the liberty whercwith 
Chrift hath made us free. — 


[ The ſecond SERMON on this Text. 


[ WAS telling yow- that Chriſtians were a privileged 


people, beyond any other in the world. If ye be 


true Chriſtians, ye may look up and down through your 
privileges, as they are to be found in the ſcriptures: I 
ſay, ye may turn over the whole Bible, and yet not come 
to take up all your privileges: and well may ye enjoy 
your privileges, and much joy may ye have in them 
for none will take them from you. Therefore think 
much good of them, and of him who gave you them,— 
It was neither father nor* mother that gave them unto 
you : it was Chriſt that made you free; and that is the 
perſon, I hope, that ye will think much good of, —and 
e have good reaſon for it, and I hope ye will have much 
honeſty (or credit) of it, and much good of him, when 
all the reſt of the world will be made to ſtand at his leſt- 
hand trembling. We bid you neither ſay, {peak no! 
think againſt them ; beware of that. | 
Chriſt your portion is np yonder; look up to him, 
while ſojourning here. When trials come upon you, 


then look up unto him. — Vea, I affure you, man cannot 


tell you what he is: Chriſtians cannot tell you; nay, 
all the world cannot tell you rightly what he is: heavei 
and earth cannot tell you what. he is 3, and you may tel 
them, I cannot tell them: — for I cannot tell where i 
Chriſtian's privilege lies if Chriſt be out of it; what worth 
is in it?— Alas ! if ye knew rightly what religion * 

A:1 


th 


* . 
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and look over vonder tribulations: ;-what is the matter, if 
ye become his ? and what is the matter what ye be, if 
heaven become yours? All your lofles ſhall be then made 
up unto you. O Chriſtians, ye that have grace ſing 
praiſe ;—he hath made you 4. privileged people. Exalt 
him, and be aſhamed, if ye will not do it. Are ye aſham- 


Hor "Okt, oo t 
and if ye were more in it! O . mind this, Sirs 3 
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ed of aim ? Then go your way, ye have nothing to do 5 


with him here. The day is coming, bleſſed be God, 


that ye ſhall not be aſhamed for his ſake. The day is 
coming, that ye may ſay, I thall count to a thouſand de- 
rees of Kindred, for I hall be a near Kinſman to him. 
O then lay claim to him: I exhort you in the ſight of 
God (and all that is looking through theſe elements) 
that ye make uſe of Chriſt and this ſalvation. What 


. fay ye to this?, Are ye ſaying, wells us, that ever we 
| had the offer of this ſalvation ; that ever princely Jeſus 


came in your way, and that the day . " haſtened, 
when he and you fhall finally meet to 


Now, ſoon may he come, and well ma; he come: fay, 
Come, Lord Jeſus, to thy houſe again in Scotland: Pray, 
pray that Chriſt may come again to the palaces in Set- 
land. It is a wonder to me, that ſome are in their right- 


minds, and not breaking their very hearts for his return. 


What do ye fay ? Tell him from me, my heart is with 


him. My foul is with him: my heart goes out after 
him; and I am ſick of love.—Be aſhamed, all ye pro- 


feſſors in Scotland; we are all affronted * evermore. 


O Sirs, we have finned away Chriſt from amongſt us in 
all the pariſhes raund about. And: how many broken 


hearts are there amongſt us all for him? And whereſbre UE, 


ſerves preaching or ordinances, if Chriſt be not in them? ? 
Preaching is not werth the wagg of one's Anger, if he 
be not there: Now, what think ye of him? I doubt 


not but believers will think — good of him: all 
the world cannot expreſs the thoughts that they have of 


hin. O if we ſaw but one blink of his face, we would 
be made to wonder at him. Bur I fear we loſe him while 


| amongſt our hands: we do not hold or gripe to him; 


nay there are many of you that care not for him in recei- 
ving of him : ye walk only by rule of thumb, (as we uſe 
to ſay) : if ye get him, ye will take him; and if ye get 
him not, ye can deliberately want him. 

But prize him, ye that are privileged Chriſtians. If 
ve do not, come not again here the next day. * tho” 


all 


| 
fl 


22 
all ſhould lie wei ſee that ye who are privileged peo t b 
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lie not bye. He ſhall have a generation yet in Scotland ve © 
that thall praiſe him; when he returns back, hands, Lam 


heart, and feet and all ſhall ſet forth his praiſe, Nov mor 


for the time, where are your hearts? are they going ou 
after him? what think ye of him? I cannot tell yon; 
but if ye ſerve and exalt him, it ſhall not be for nought: 
ſo ſtudy to be in him. And ye that are privileged fol. 


bleſs him every day; and qe are faulty, if ye do it not: Wi 

| what ye have here is but the earneſt of what ye are tox. ¶ but 
ceive hereafter : your great things are reſerved to be g. all 
ven you at the great day. If ye knew it, ye would long 

. "after him. Y bk 
Many a brave day are ye to have there. There wil 5 
be no preaching i in heaven, no ordinances there: Chit" 

| Jeſus} is the Fight there unto all that fair company au An 
houſhold. Will it not be a fair family, when all th Als 
general ofſembly of the firſt born ſhall be conveened an!“ 
met yonder in the clouds to meet the Lord in the ar 
There ſhall not be one a-wanting ; but there ſhall be; 2nd 
perfect number in that day with the Father and the Son, Wl*®" 
when they ſhall all meet up in the higher houſe with A. or 
braham, Iſaac and Jacob. Ye are great folk; ye zu. 
Chriſtians 3. but many ſhall fall away betwixt this and * 
that day. Therefore guard well, whilſt you are here , 
and God will help you to it.— If we had our falvation x * 
_ guiding, but God be thanked, it is in a ſurer hand than 11 
ours: our help is lai upon one who is mighty, and can # 
guide well, i. e. upon the Lord Jeſus Chritt, who is the A 


ing him; men and women, lads and laffes, are ys re. 
| ce. ving, * will ye enter into a covenant with him never 


captain wy our ſalvation. There is many a pcor man and 
woman up yender, that he hath guided thither. There: 


fore, we exhort you and preſs you, in this king's name, * 
to begin now and bleſs him in the midſt of all your troi- 7 
bles. Bleſs, bleſs him that ever the captain of our fa as 
vation was made perfect through ſu ufering. 4 
Nov, there will be a fair company of you there, tha ie 


neither gout, gravel, nor any other diſcaſe will feize u. ö 
pon through all the ages of eternity. Ah | ah ! think . 
on your privileges; and much good may ye have of 
them: but if ye light your mercy now, it is a hundred W 
tot one, if ever ye repent, and if ever ve thall have theſe 
offers again, if ye flight them now. I tell you that an- 
gels are now taking notice what entertainment ye are gir 


{0 


Tn - 44 V. L. | Wl | 28 


to be 1 ?—Naw, men and women, what-ſay.: ye/ 
to the offer ? Say ye, we will not accept of him 2 then 


more of it from me. But if ye will accept of him, then 
come and delay net. — There bave been much of this 
linguage in Scotland: he had ſtaid long from it, if he 
had not loved it better than ever we have loved him. 
While he hath reſpect to us, improve itz and O improve 
it now; and when ye find him, part not with him again; 
but follow him whitherſoever he goeth: Follow him in 
al terms and upon all hazards ;. and do not quit him or 
turn Jour backs upon him, Stand fa fa oft in the liberty wheres: 
with CH, . Hat made $0 er 1 
Now at this time, we 

my of direction unto thoſe who never knew Chriſt. 
And, in the name of the Lord, I charge and command 
all to embrace him. And there are theſe five things to 
prove, how much he is in earneſt with you in this mate: 


and go home together; and if ye get a meeting with him, 


your {ſmoking cottages. | 

Now we fy unto you, both you that know him, nd 
you that know him not; We beſeech and obteſt you in 
the name of the Lord, that ye renew. and make a ſure 
bargain with him; for he will give you good entertain» 
ment this afternoon, and it is hard to ſay, if ever ye find 
him uponAuch'terms again. And | 

%, The ground that he gives you to reccive and ac- 
cept of him, is this: Heis come to bewail and lament: 
orer you, If ſcripture had not expreit this, we durſt. 
not have ſaid it. He is wailing over us, having gather- 
ed usafar off and near hand, — How often would I have ga- 
bered thy children together, &c. So aſſure yourſelves; if” 


Ne flight him, he wlll complain of you as he juſtly did, 
Ila. v. 14. W hat could have been done more to my vinegar 4, 
than T have done in it, &c. And I tell you he hath given 
you the great things of his law: he hath had his delight: 


What could Chriſt have done more amongft you and for 
vou, that he hath not done? He hath been in carneft 
wth you, and wailing over you.—Sirs, he hath given 
ou preaching in abundance, . communion-days, faſt- days, 


C4 What 


lam afraid, that it be ſaid by him, ye ſhall have no 


all only ſpeak a few things by 


ter: and our deſire is, that you and he may now meet 


vou may go home joyfully, and ſing Praiſe unto him in | 


re light him now, it will be dear-bought unto you if. 


vith you in Chriſt before the mountains were laid. — 


ni) thankſgiving days ;—He hath been faying. to-day, ! 
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1 "What could I have done more to the inhabitants of Clyg. 
ſdale, and of Clyde-ſide , and the inhabitants of Glaf. 
gow? J have been looking for grapes, but ye have brought 
forth wild grapes: When I looked for a praying people, 
I have not got it. We command you to take this 
charge, in the name of the Lord, that when the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is weeping over us, it well beſeems us to 
wail oyer ourſelves, that we have given him ſuch a bad 
requital. Will ye bewail yourſelves? for he will take 
notice of every poor man or woman amongſt you, if ye 

. ſet unto this duty. I tell you, Chriſt our Lord is in 

d earneſt : come and embrace your privileges : come 
and make them your own.—lIs there not one perſon in 
all this great company, that will pity this tender hearted 
Lord and Saviour? it will be a fad buſineſs and a ſore 
matter, if he be obliged to return to heaven, and com- 
ain to the Father in this manner: I have been wall. 
ing over yonder great company, and there is not 2 
man nor woman, lad nor laſs, not one of many hun- 
dreds, that will accept of, or that cares for me. O Sire, 
it this be ſo, it will draw. deep: The conſideration of it 
Thould have much weight with you. But 
2dly, As Chriſt is wailing over you, in order to em- 
| brace you, ſo he is (as it were) weeping over you to ac. 
3 cept of him, The poor Jews when they ſaw him weep- 
ing over Lazarus's grave, took notice of it, and aid, 
behold how he loved bim. Will ye alſo take notice, lay it to 
heart. We would have you this day conſidering hoy 
matters go'in Scotland, and what Chriſt is doing with 
us. We think he is doing ſfimilar to that Luk. xix, 
41. When he was come near he beheld the city vis 
Jeruſalem } and wept over it &c. It may be, Chriſt is 
paſſing over Scotland, and weeping over it; he is giving 
you faſt-days; theſe are viſits + do not therefore grieve 
his tender heart by rejecting him. What? are ye a ſtu- 
pid people under immediate wrath and great hazard! 
we exhort you again and again, grieve not Chriſt's ten- 
der heart; for perhaps it will lie upon you, when ye can 

not help it: his heart is tender, (as it were) melting 0- 

ver you. He ſaid to Jeruſalem, O Feruſalem, Feruja- 
| 


fem, hoiv often would I have gathered thee, as a hen doth ber 
| Brood under ber wings, and ye would not. 80 Chriſt ſays 


to 
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to Scotland, O Scotland, Scotland, how often would 1 

have gathered thee and ye would not. What mean 
his exhortations, and his invitations? the report of them 
ſays this; Is it thus, that Chriit would be far in amongſt 
you in Scotland, and you care not for him ?. O if you 
would not grieve his heart, (we, wot. not how to word. 
it) but we ſay this; that there was never a poor pitiful 
tender hearted mother more indulgent to a tender and 
beloved child, then Chriſt has been to us. Well then, 
will ye come to him and accept of him? I can aſſure yon, 
he will make you welcome; and if ye will not receive 
him, I further aſſure you, that this offer ſhall ſtand on 
record againſt you, as long as ſun and moon endüre. 
Therefore, as ye would not then be guilty of your own 
blood, I muſt yet uſe the expreſſion do not break, (or 
grieve) Chriſt's tender heart: and I again charge you, 
in his name, to embrace him; for it will not go well o- 
ver with you, when he ſhall tell you at laſt, I took much 
pains upon you; but ye refuſed and rejected me. 

34/y, We ſhall give you this inducement to embrace 
him: and we would fain hope that ſome of you will do 
it: be not refractory, but do it, Sirs: for Chriſt hath 
waited many days and years upon your accepting of him, 
and is yet waiting upon you. What have ye to return 
in anſwer to his call? or what ſay ye unto us who are 
ſeat to call you in his name? what? ſoy ye, he hach 


deen waiting to be gracious: he hath been, (as it were, 


looking down from heaven, day by day: he hath wait- 
ed upon you from duty to duty: he might have {ent you 
to condemnation, N ye ſaw the Bible.—I tell you 
God is giving you to day a glorious offer: and he is wait- 
ing what anſwer ye will give. Are ye content to take 
him? and if not, what fault find ye in him? ye bid you 
take him and all advantages with him: let it not be {wid 
that he hath opened his ſhop and yet ſold no wares :— 


for have ye been idolaters, — ſwearers, — ſabbath-break- 


ers. —drunkards,—mockers of God, and his work, &c. 
if ye will now give up your names, he will accept of,you 
for all the wrongs ye have done to him : indeed it docs 
not become him to wait on ſuch as you; but the icrip- 
ture ſays, that he waits to be gracious. He hath let 
down (as it were) a rope from heaven, that ye may by 
faith gripe unto it : he is giving you a new invitation to 
day: and if ye would accept of it, Chriſt and all his an- 
gels in heaven would rejoice; this would be a marriage 

day; 
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day: If we could buckle, a certain number of you to je- 
_ tas Chriſt, he would go unto the Father and fay, yon- 
der is a number of poor things that have accepted of me 
in the offer of the goſpel: and the angels in heaven 
would rejoice at your accepting of him: and can ye 
think or find in your heart to put him away? dare ve 
do it? if ye do, we take heaven and earth, yea and that 
firmament above you to witneſs againſt you; if ve do it 

not, it will be the deareſt refuſal ye ever heard of in your 
1 1 AY 
* 4thly, To induce you farther to accept of him, he 
here offers himſelf; yea unto the moſt ignorant amongſt 
you this day, he is (as it were) looking through a narrow 
caſement in heaven to fee and hear what you are doing 
and fnying this day: are you ſaying, I will take him? 
and I will have no other beloved than him: do it, and 
ye will have a ſweet look from him; ſuch a look as he 
gave poor Peter. A little godleſs girl made him ſwear, 
that he knew not his Lord and Maſter.— Vet his tender 
hearted Maſter had more good will to him, than to forſake 
him utterly for all that. It ye will acceptof him, go where 
he will, he will be for you, and he will look to you; and 
Ais look will be like a two edged ſword; it will cut and 
pierce you wherever it comes: there will be no reſiſting 
of this: he can make one of his words go thro” you as it 
did Peter: his look like a ſword will cut between the joints 
and the marrow. When he looked to Peter, it made 
Peter weep, and that bitterly, (and I ſuppoſe) that geny- 
ing of his Maſter made him weep while he was in this 
world: and had he not reaſon ? when he had denied his 
precious Lord and Maſter. Some of you have turned 
your back upon and denied your Maſter Chriſt ; have ye 
not got ſuch a look of him? if that have brought you 
fo repentance, then ye have got a bleſſed look, and will 
be aſhamed of your ways, and fay, Oh! that ever ! 
mould have denied ſuch a Maſter.— Ile hath got the 
wrong by you, and yet he makes the mends to it: Peter 
found it ſo; he proved a coward in the day of adverſity: 
but after that, he never did ſuch a turn again: he bold- 
Iy ayowed him before councils, judicatories, and great 
men: he ſtill minded, that a poor girl cauſed him to 
deny him who was a kind Maſter : he thus ſtill minded 
what he did long ſince: when he was before their rulers 
and elders, Acts iv. he ſpake boldly and avowed his 
Maſter, and would not be ditwaded from * wry 
"6 to 


goſpel, as if he had ſaid; Iremember that I once denied 
[my Maſter with oaths; but L ſhall not do this again 3 
I thall avow him, and I ſhall preach. him, while I live: 
Whether it be right to hearken unto ou more than God, judge 

:* for ave cannot but ſpeak the things that wwe have ſeen and 
heard. —I wilt, fays he, give him a good word, and ſpeak 
much to the commendation of his name.—And this may 
yet come to your door, to. give a teſtimony to his name: 
ſce that ye ipeak much then to his commendation f. 
Do not deny him: he may come and take goods and 
land from you, and do not deny him theſe, as ſome of 
vou have already done: if ye have done it, do it no 


more: Let our Lord's cauſe and glory in his kingly of- 


fice and his laws be executed; let it be avowed ; let a 
teſtimony be given for it: he is King in his on houſe, 
and ſhall be 4 who will or who will not: Yet have [ 
fet my king upon my holy hill in Zion. —And thanks be 
to God that we had fathers and progenitors before us, 
who. by prayer and ſupplication, tranſmitted unto us the 
pure ordinances of the goſpel which we enjoy. And 
tus did they pray, and were privileged from God with 
theſe, and we have them: but what have we done for 
our poſterity? what can we do for them? although we 
cannot do any thing for ourſelves, yet will we do ſome- 
thing for the following generations. There are means 
now uſed by the powers of the land for roving us of the 
goſpel of Chriſt. They ſent a godleſs hoſt of ſavages a- 
mongeft you, to baniſh Chriſt from amongſt us; but we 
hope when they came and went, ye have loſt nothing f: 
Venture yet for Chriſt ; keep the word of his patience, 
and he thall keep you in the hour of temptation. Keep 
the word of his teſtimony: your courage in that went 
through heaven and earth; when ſuch and ſuch a fa- 
mily was plundered, hardly put to it, and ſpoiled by 
thoſe who did vrhat lay in them to ruin you. Well, 


* 


favs che Lord, I have feen their patience, and am welt 


con- 


+ This come to be the ca with ſtveral of thefe who proba- 
bly were in this auc itory, a few years after this, —Neither were 
Lis exhoriations in vain, when we find foch en comiums given to 


tne cimnmendatien of Chrift, his hezdthip, ſovereign grace, ard 


tree mercy, in tt eir lat ſpeeches and dying teſlimoaies. 


I Here he ſcems to mean the Highland hot or militia, who 
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content with their patience and moderation: I have ſeer, 
I have ſeen their affiietion. I will bleſs what remains be- 
hind: their children ſhall not miſs what is taken away: 

it was their ſuperfluities: I gave them it, I will give them 
more. I will blefs their children, and I will bleſs their 

offspring. Come away then, Sirs, and ſerve this Lord: 
| ſtrike a bargain with him. Serve him; for he is a good- 
| 1 and Maſter: he is waiting on you ; although it 
ſets you better to wait upon him. What do ve ſay, all 
around this company? are ye content to take him, dead 
or living? one look of his bleſſed face will be worth all 
that ye can ſuffer for him ? Are ye content to cloſe with 
him, young and old? then come and ſay, it is a bargain: 

& I give him my hand and my heart; and I take heaven 
«© and earth to witnefs, that I clofe now with him, and 
* him alone for my Lord and Saviour.” Now I will 
warrant you, Sirs, Chriſt and all his bleſſed company in 
the higher houſe are now beholding what ye are doing: 
and he will ſay, Father, ſee yonder poor things are ac- 

cepting of me in the offers of the goſpel : Father, I will 
that they alſo whom thou haſt given me be with me, wher: 
Jam, &c. We tell you ye would all be Chriſtians, if je 
knew what privileges follow them, and come to them. 
What art thou, ſays Chriſt? Why I am the Chriſtian 
whom thou gainedſt by thy goſpel. Says Chriſt, What 

wilt thou then do for me? Why, 1 will through thy 
grace ſuffer the worſt of hard{hips. Now ſuch as ay 
ſo, or would deſire to ſay ſo, he would gladly be at it with 
them, (ſo to ſay). He is going through Scotland, he 
is walking among the ſeven golden candlefticks, to fe 
who will accept of him; and well may he go, and much 
ſpeed may he come,—Say, Lord, ride through the nat: 
ons upon thy white horſe; ride conquering and to con- 
quer; proſpering and to proſper; from Egypt to tht 


river, and from the river unto the ends of the earth 


He hath ſent you too many faithful Eliazers, to court 
invite you to him, and to commend him unto you 
may I aſk who is he that walks in the field yonder 74 
is your godly Iſaac, and match with him: He is his f. 
thers only Son: he will put him jn the covenant ; a1! 
that is better then gold or all worldly treaſure : he! 
more precious than all the kings of the earth; yea he 
the heir of all things. You know, Iſaac was gone tort! 
to meditate in the evening: and this, by the bye, 1 
reprove many folk that match with the ungogly: 
Pos 
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godly ſhould match with the godly. Iſaac was a godly 
man; Rebecca a godly modeſt woman: She covered her 
face with a vail for modeſty ; but it is not ſo with man 

of the great women in our land; moſt of them have loſt 
all modeſty, they have laid bye their vails, except when 
their pride or vain glory put them to it. Now we exhort 


you at leaſt to accept of him: he is going about to en- 


gage you, and if ye do not, perhaps ye ſhall never all get 
ſuch an offer again. He is calling for a peremptory an- 
ſwer from you this day. What, do ye ſay we ſhall ads 
viſe, and give an anſwer the next day? No, no, accept 
of him without delay. Tell not Chriſt that tale: go no 
farther : reſolve upon it: Chriſt is walking now amo 
the ſeven golden candleſticks: it ſays, that Chriſt would 
be about with you, (allow me to uſe the expreſſion). 
Give up with all and take him: Quit relations, and ſay 
thou muſt be my God, and I muſt covenant with thee, 
But F : 
5thly, (or Laſtiy), To prove that Chriſt is in earneſt 
with us; he is wearied out with the offering of him- 
ſelf ſo often and ſo long as he hath done unto us: he 
hath been inviting you to take him as in that Ixv. and 2. 
of Iſaiah, I have ſpread forth my hands all the day unto a re- 
bellious people, &c. When he is ſtretching forth his hands, 
men and women, will ye come and accept of him? 
Take him and make him your own; I ſay, if ye will 
do it, he will give you a warm reception : he will make 
you welcome ; he will meet you, like young babes that 
never knew any thing of him all their life: will ye then 
come and fay, I will be for him, and not for another : 
I will be for thee, and take thee, and all that follows 
thee. Now if ye fay fo, it ſhall be a bargain, and it 
ſhall not fail. So do not weary our Lord's patience to 
wait upon you any longer; and if ye refuſe, ye ſhall re- 
pent it. Remember, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is (as it 
were) hovering over you ;—he is wailing over you ;—- 
he is weeping over you; he is ſtretching out his hands 
to accept of you ; ſay then, I will be thine; I will go 
with thee: it is a meeting: Lord, I will make a bargain. 
And the good Lord bleſs the bargain.—And to his name 


be the praiſe, 


N. B. Should any think the two foregoing diſcourſ- 
es not ſo methodical, as what ſome Sermons are; 
yet they are, in their matter, both preſling,and 

| practi- 
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practical; and muſt be rather looked upon ag an 
application unto what he had formerly delivered 
from this text, than any new doctrinal branch of 
the ſubject. There is alſo before me in manuicript, 
a2 pretty large Sermon (or rather a Lecture) of Mr. 
Kid's upon Mark vili. 27, 38. And a ſhort 
Sermon from theſe words, 1 Sam. iv. 21. And 
the named the child I-chabod, ſaying, the glory is di- 
parted from Iſrael, &c. which for want of room, 
could not be here got publiſhed. This laſt dif. 
courſe was preached in Eaſt-Monkland, Sept. 230, 
167g. | 


A 
PREFACE AND SERMO N, 
Preached by Ma. JOHN KING upon a Pas- 


Day, in the Pariſh of Ki:zmaxonock, Auf 
22d, 1678. 


LEFT ACE 


j} ELOVED Friends, here is a great wonder, that 
ever fuch an unſuitable generation ſhould have 

10 many precious outlettings of the Lord towards them. 
This is indeed a wonder : and yet when we conſider the 
love, free grace and goodneſs of God, that he beſtow: 
where and upon whom ke will, and that it is not for any 
worth in us that he confers ſuch offers of himſelf upon 
us ; Me may acknowledge it again to be no wonder, — 
1 — whom 
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nc hom he will, ke loves and ſaves, and whom he will, he 
4 paſſes by and hardens, And if we conſider what we 
f are in ourſelves, we may wonder that ever he ſhould 


have conferred any of his goodneſs upon us in theſe 
corners of the country, as he has done. 


miliation; a day of mourning; and we cannot tel, Sirs, 
who has the greateſt cauſe of mourning, IT hough the 
whole country round about ſhould ſorrow and cloath 
themſelves with ſackcloth; the pariſhes about Dumbar- 
ton, Leven and Kilmaronock, particularly, have need 
to be humbled, confidering what great wickedneſs has 
been done amongſt them againſt the Lord. —The Lord 
is calling in thoſe outcaſts; and if ye come in this day, 
and be from henceforth reconciled to God, and fay as 
it is in Plalm cvi. 6. We have ſinned: with our fathers; 
we have committed iniquity ; we have done wickedly. If 
ye will come and give him your hand and ſay, that ye 
will never do as ye have done, what might be promiſed 
unto your hands ?— Now, theſe cauſes of humiliation 


and there are many ue {ins that we ſhould mourn for 
this day; the fin of the land and the nation national 
ſins that abounds this day. And then there are perſon- 
al fins; fins of profeſſors, namely, thoſe that have had 
a name for a conſiderable time, I ſhall only hint at 
theſe few things following, 8 

1//, The little eſteem that the hearers of the goſpel 
have had- of the precious goſpel-offers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
This is a thing evident and manifeſt. - And 

20ly, The little ſucceſs it has amongſt us at this time; 
may not that be matter of ſorrow and humiliation, and 


ourſelves before the Lord and in his fight, that he has 
fromoted and advanced in the place where we have liv- 
ed? How little have ye hereabout ſought after the goſ- 
pel ? and how little matter of mourning is it unto you, 
and intereſt of the goſpel amongſt you ? And 


abounds amongſt all ranks : May not that be matter of 


ing, ſweariug, perjury, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, ban. 
| 2 ning, 


are ſo obvious and ſo many, that we cannot number them: 
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Now you muft knew, Sirs, that this is a day of hy. 5 


a reaſon to ly low in the duſt and aſhes, and to proſtrate 


offered himſelf in the goſpel, and we have thought no- 
thing of it ?—and that we have never ſtudied to have it 


that ye have done ſo little to promote the work of God 


34ly, The dreadful wickedneſs and impiety that now 


4 


ſorrow amongſt us this day ?—ſuch as, blaſphemy, lye- 
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Ling, and other crimes which might be reckoned up, 


which may be grounds of our humiliation. | As few pla. 


ces in the land are innocent in theſe things, we trow, 


the places here about are as guilty as any, all ſorts of im- 


pieties being done amongſt you. 

4thly, There is the dreadful enmity that is had at the 
goſpel, and the ſervants of Chriſt and his people: and 
ought not this to be matter of deep humiliation ? O the 
emnity they have: they declare it as the ſun that ſhines; 
if they could have their will, what would they do again 
his church, ſervants and people ? and this muſt this day 
be matter of grief and mourning, . And | 

5thly, There is the breach and violation of the cove. 
nants; which muſt be matter of mourning, forrow and 
fad lamentation. Sirs, we know not how many things 
are wrought now in oppoſition to the work of God; 
ow is ground of humiliation from all thele,——And 
then | | 

6thly, The dreadful formality of many, who are ſitting 
down and lying bye ſatisfied with, and reſting upon what 
they have attained, - neglecting the inſide of the duty, 
careful only about the external part; neglecting practi- 
cal holineſs that ſometime they profeſſed to be in prac- 
tice of. O but this is ſad, that folk cannat be reclaimed ; 
we ſtick cloſs to the fins we ſhould confeſs : We cannot 
ſay but we have been ſinners, and ſome of us looſe and 
rms ; but do we refrain from theſe ? Do we refrain 
from banning, ſwearing, and other groſs immoralities, 


and neglect of duty? You acknowledge you have done 


ſo and ſo; but grow no better; acknowledge this to be 
a fin, and that to be a ſin, and that we have done all this 
to the provoking of God ; but 'nothing done for our a- 
mendment of lfe, And is not this ground of mourning 
this day ? But we fear our faſts are not acreptable unto 


the Lord : Will you call this an acceptable day to tht 
Lord? And | 


Laftly, There is incorrigibleneſs againſt all the ſtrokes 
of God; againſt all we met with of old or of late : We 


never mind it; but go on obſtinately. O fad ! there is 
no fruit for all the pains he has taken upon us.— We 


would intreat you, in this your day, when ye appear to 
faſt and to humble yourfelves before the Lord, to ac- 


_ knowledge your own fins, and the fins of the land, and 
the fins of all ranks therein, fins of kings, princes, no- 


bles, council and colleges of juſtice, —m'niſters faults, and 
people's 
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ople's faults; we intreat you, Sirs, to look that ye 


deal not falſly with him: See that. ye mock not Gold this 


: better you had ſitten at home, or that ſuch a day 
had not been appointed in ſuch a place, than have ſuch 


2 matter as a mock faſt.—You ſay, you come to afflict 


your ſouls 3 But I fear, there be very little affliction of 
ſouls for all that, amongſt you. If there be any thing 
of it, let it be ſeen afterwards ; it is not in this day 
that ye can do all, or that we can ſeek it; but from 
this day begin with it, and let it be ſeen afterwards.— 
But not to infiſt, let us turn to the Lord, and ſeek a 
bleffing from him to begin with. So let us pray, 


SERMON III. 


HABAK EKU iii. 2. 


——0 Lord, revive thy work in the midſt af 
the years : in the midft of the years mate 
known : in wrath remember mercy. 


HIS prophecy, as you will ſee by reading it, con- 
tains a molt ſpecial exerciſe of a believer, either 
in reference to judgments threatened, or judgments in- 
flifted : I fay, it contains a moſt lively exerciſe, efpeci- _ 
ally in troublous times of the church. It was indeed a 
troublous time in the church; and you ſee the exerciſe 
he is now engaged in: why, this prophecy holds it out, 
and it is ſet forth by way of dialogue between the Lord 
and his ſervayt. The prophet, as you will fee by read- 
ing the whale prophecy, in chap. i. had been fadly com- 
plaining of the iniquities of the times, of theſe ſad things 
that were ſinful amongſt the people of the Jews; and he 
gets an anſwer which holds out a ſad denunciation of an- 
ger and wrath againſt Iſrael and the Jews for the ſins 
they had perpetrated and committed againſt him.—And 
we have the prophet endeayouring to intercede, notwith- 
| | | fanding 
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ſtanding all the denunciation of wrath, and of the Chal. 
deans coming againſt them : and in chap: ii, he gets an 
anſwer in which he exhorts the prophet to bid them 


wait. It is true, that they deſerved wrath, and that 
they ſhould be broken, and that he ſhould execute the 


Herceneſs of his wrath upon them: Yet, fays he, let 


them wait on, and I will have a care of my people; if 

they will confeſs and take with their faults, then I will 
take care of them. And in this chapter, ye have the 
anſwer ; and here is his prayer ; he falls upon a prayer 
for fear of the ſad things threatened. 

The inſcription of the chapter ver. 1, The Chapter is 
divided, 

1. His prayer to God in order to comfort his church 
in hey troubles, ver. 1, 2. 

2. Ye have the confidence he had in God as to the 2. 
mendment of the church ; And 

3. The confidence he had that there _ be an out. 
gate and relief to all his ſervants, from ver. 1/7. to the 
end of the chapter, Says he, Alth:ugh the fig-tree ſhall 
not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be on the wines, the labour 


of the olives ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the 


Flock all be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no herd 
in the Halls; ;—yet I vill rejoice in the Lerd, { wwill joy in 
#he God of my ſalvation.— So you fee, what height of con- 
fidence he attained by the Lord's manifeſting of himſelf; 
and promiſing to give them an outgate from that wick: 
ed crew that had fo oppreſſed and borne them down, 

V, In the verſe read, we have ſhortly an introdut. 
on to this prayer, and the prayer itſelf: and there is 
the object for which he prays to God, which is the 
Lord's work ; revive thy work ; that is the thing he 1s 
concerned about, But, I trow, few of us are taken up 
about that: Who is he that goes about this duty aright 
amongſt us all with theſe words, O * revive thy ark 
in the midſt of the years, &c.? 

2dly, We have the grounds of it : it was for fear of 
threatened wrath and judgments ; hen I heard thy 
ſpeech + what was that? when I heard of thy terrible 
judgments, I could not hold my peace for fear of the 


intereſt of God: I hen I heard thy ſpeech, I was migh- 


tily trevbled ; it affected me when 1 heard thy ſpeech, 
Mic. vi. 9. The Lord's voice crieth unto the city ; and the 
man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name : hear ye the rod, and who 
baih SALES it. Rods a a voice; and he C a 

arge 
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charge to: take heed unto them. Thus the Lord's judg- 
ments affected him. And then _ 

zah, We haves the thing the prayer is for; and it ia 
contained in three things: (I.) It is a reviving of his 
work. O that the Lord would yet keep his work from 
ruins and put the life in it that wicked men endeavour 
to deprive it af; even theſe wicked Chaldeans: This is 
the thing he prays for. 

(2.) Is is a haſty ſpeech, it is a broken ſpeech ; he 
breaks off abruptly : Make Enown in the midſt of the years. 
What is it that he ſhould make known! Why, it is 
that he would give ſome gracious manifeſtation of his 
love, in order to their eſcape in the midſt of theſe years : 
in the midſt of their captivity in Babylon, give ſome proof 
that thou art God; and let thy mighty hand be ſeen ; 
and give to us ſome ſpecial manifeſtation of thy hand, 
that this is thy work, The 

(3.) Thing is, that he deprocates wrath becauſe of 
lip 3 aid he prays that it might be turned away: In the - 
midft of wrath remember mercy. For all my prayers, I 
am afraid of wrath : We are a ſinful people 3 we are un- 
der great wrath z he prays, Turn it away, if it be thy 
good will: In the midſt of the years make Enown 5 ; inwrath 


rememòer mercy. 

This is the ſcope of the whole. We cannot ſtay to 
ſpeak to every fubject herein: but a word from the in- 
(cription, A prayer of Habakkuk upon Sigionoth, or, to 
the ſeveral tunes, as in the margin of ſome of your Bibles. 
Some render it, a prayer concerning the ſtrange diſpen- 
fation of the Chaldeans prefling them on all hands : A 
| prayer indeed, many ways for the comforting of the 
poor people of God. You will ſee this upon the mar- 
gin of ſome of your Bibles, upon the ſeveral ſongs or tunes. 
You will fee that the prayers of the people of God are 
not all upon one and the fame tune (fo to ſpeak). Some 
being upon one addreſs, and ſome tune upon another. 
Dometimes they are up, and ſometimes down. His peo- 
ple have fometimes cauſe to mourn, and ſometimes cauſe 
to rejoice: Sometimes their hearts are up; and again 
ſometimes they are down. fa as his people in their ad- 
drefles unto God are various: ſometimes like Hezekiah, 
when he ſays, Lite a crane, or a ſwailow, fo did 1 chan 
ter, I did murn as a dove, &c. This oftimes falls out 
to be the caſe of the people of God ; and ſometimes thev 
roar and cry out, as David: Ay bones waxed old thr ough 


my 


2 
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my rearing all the day long, Pfal. xxxii. 3. And ſome. 
times they are made to look, figh and groan, and can do 
no more. Their addreſſes are changeable 3 and what 
are the reaſons of this? Why their exerciſes are fo; ag 
David; ſometimes he ſays, —T hall now periſh one day by 
the hand of Saul, &c. This was his exerciſe, 1 Sam. 
xxvii. 1. and yet again he ſays, Pſal. xxiii. 4.— Tea, thy 
I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
fear no evil. Many and various are the exerciſes of the 
people of God in their addrefles unto him. 

Well, then, Sirs, I name them for this end, to let 
folk fee the worthleſſneſs of many of our prayers : as [ 


trow, the prayers and addreſſes that many of us have, are 


rot much worth : What is the reaſon of this ? Why, 
there is no alteration : we care not whether the work of 
God be up or down: few changes and little exerciſe. 
I fear, the exerciſe and addreſs of many in this place that 
hold their heads high, are little worth. Many folk ſay, 
God be:thanked, I never changed my prayer: many folk 
never change their tune and their prayers; except it be 
for ſome worldly thing, 'which will perhaps make you 
turn your tune; but though the intereſt of God, and 
your ſouls caſe be of fo great concernment, you never 
trouble yourſelves with theſe. O this will caſt many 
folk that can pray; or think ſo. But remember ths 
Prayers of his people are various, and their exercifes are 
changeable. | 5 
Again, their prayers cannot be ſpiritual, becauſe there 
are no changes, nor ups and downs with them: they 
cannot addreſs themſelves to God. —I cannot tell, it 
their prayers be much worth; on the contrary, it isa 
good evidence that our addreſſos to God either for the 
work of God, or in behalf of our own ſoul's caſe, are ac- 
ceptable, when you find many ups and downs in your 
own ſoul's cafe. But I trow, Sirs, there is little of this 
exerciſe amongſt us at preſent. 
But the next thing, or note of obſervation, is, that 
the firſt word imports, that the prophet is looking upon 
the proſperity of the wicked, and the ſad cafe of the god- 
ly. When perſons look to that, they will think them- 
ſelves far out : it is myſterious to fleſh and blood to le? 
the Lord caſting down his own people, laying them low, 
and ſuffering them to be trodden and trampled upon 3 
ſo many earth's worms, by enemies and adverſaries 


who have all things geing well with them, Jn this ue, 
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will find a perplexing buſineſs : how did it perplex Je- 
remiah ? chap. xii. 1. when he jaw ſuch diſpenſations, 
this made him fay,—W. herefore doth the. way of the wice 
led proſper? Wherefore are all they happy that deal very 
treacherouſly.? And yet he dares not ſay, but the Lord is 
righteous : and in the third verſe, he prays the Lord to 
pull them out like ſheep for the ſlaughter : this was per- 
plexing to him. And, Aſaph was ſo perplexed, Pſalm - 
bexiii. Lou muſt not ſcar at religion: new beginners, 
ſcar not ye at the croſs: but if ye get the croſs upon your 
back as well as others, will ye be afraid? or will ye ſuf- 
fer? will yy lay down your lives, if called unto it ? The 0 
Pſalmĩſt wenders ; and it is matter of admiration, that he 
was afflicted all the day long; and when he gets ſtrokes 
all the day long, it was mighty perplexing unto him, as 
in Plak Ixxiii. 14. For all the day long have I been plagueg, 
and chaſtned every morning. He was ſaying, as you will 
ſay, 1 have waſhed my hands in innocency : but, dirs, J 
you ſee he turns unto another tune. Well then, ſet | 
yourſelves for it : know, that though you meet with e- 
vil things; yet the good of all is coming. Therefore let 
not this ſcar you at religion and the purſuit of godlineſs, 
though it was perplexing to the pſalmiſt. . 
And then notice this: that it was a prayer of Habak- 
kuk upon Sigionoth: it makes a perplexing caſe, the 
wicked proſpering, and the church caſt down: we wot 
not what to do; we are plagued, and they proſper.— 
The beſt way to get out of all this, is, to go to God by 
prayer: Habakkuk prayed, (as you have it in the text) _— 
and that godly man in Pſal. IXxiii. falls a- praying, when if 
almoſt off his feet, for all his raſh ſaying, that he bud | 
cleanſed his heart in vain, &c. and he continued ay till 
he went to the ſanctuary, and then he ſaw their end.—- 
Then underſtood I their end. Surely thou didft ſet them in 
[ippery places: it was not all gold that gliſtered with 
them: nay, it was not ſo much as the picture of happi- 
neſs: Surely thou haſt ſet them in ſlippery places ; and what 
follows ? thou caſteſt them down to deſtruction.— The pro- 
ſperity of the wicked ſometimes is not long; and you 
know not how ſoon the vengeance of God may light u- 
pon them.—Many, now 6 ls ſay that their moun- 
A tain 
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tain ſtands ſtrong, and that they ſhall never be moved ; 


but ye know not how ſoon they ſhall be brought to de- 


- Aruction, and fo come to nought. And thanks be to 
_ God, that all that they can get of his people here is but 
temporary but the forrows of the wicked are for long 


ver- more. 


Do not 'grudge for your perſecution and bard uſage. 


You muſt be content with what you get along with the 


reſt of his children, while here away, and get what he 


allotsy6u.——Of: many things that might be noticed 


from theſe words, we offer only the following doctrine. 


Doc. That Gets work may be near ruin, but net 
. ruined.— RE VIVE THY WORK. 

1 The caſe of the church and people of God may 
not only be near ruin, but there may be much deadneis 
a pon their ſpirits. "Revive thy work in the midſt of the 
„ 

8 "2dly, They may not only be. near ruin and dead, but 
alſo inſenſible of | it: all of u us have need te pray for re- 
viving. a 

34ly, This may be for years, or a conſiderable time. 
Revive thy work in the midſt of the years. They were 
long in Babylon: a confiderable time in trouble. We 
* have net yet had ſo long a time of it, but we may have 
tree Yea, you may have fifty years of it. If you 
OD theſe ſixteen oreighteen years, bow would you 


ſtand it out, were it fifty ycars, or a hundred years, or, it 


may be, alkyour:days ? 0 fay you, bow will we weather 
It out ? Put you muſt go to God. There are great acts 
and wondrous works to do to lengthen out the troubles 


. of his people in theſe days. One thing to comfort you, . 


is, your troubles will end ſhortly. But the troubles of 
the wicked are endleſs troubles. But 

41555 „ Another thing, and then we ſhall cloſe, leſt we 
fhould Hinder the reſt of the work of the day 56; and 


that is, to fpeak a little of the duty of the hearers of the 
goſpel in this their day: They ſhould be much taken up 
about his work, and the reviving of his work. — But what 


is your work that ye muſt be about? Ye have been toil- 
ing all your days: but now the work we would have 
is b | you 
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von about is the Lord's work: Revive thy work inthe 


Upon HAB. Hi, 2. 8 


* "> 1 
3 


midf of theſe years. There are five or fix Works you res 


be about in your day. The 


1. Thing he calls a work, is, the gathering of a church + 


unto himſelf: and Who thould be more careful in this 
than vou? Ila, xix. 25. Bleſſed be Exypt my people; and 


125 ria the work of mine hands, and Iſrael mine inberitante. 
hen be careſul about the church: O Sirs, this may 


give a deep challenge to many, that this piece of work 


has been little cared for by you. What care have you | 


taken of it? If we were all brought in to give our an- 


ſwer, what would we ſay ? It is true, we are no more 
called to be careful than our ſtations reach; for magiſ- 
trates and thoſe in power you ſee how careful they have 
been about that: and look even to miniſters, and ſee 
what care they have had about his work. O, I fear, 
miniſters have nat been ſo careful of his church as we 
ought to have been: this is lamentable.— This belongs 
to you and every one of you, in your particular ſtations. 
This belongs to magiſtrates and miniſters, maſters of fa- 
milies and ſervants : No, ſay they, what have we to do? 
What can we do? Nothing. Are you ſent into the 
world to do nothing? Ay, you ſhould botk do, and be 
able. to do: Though you be not high nembers, you 
may be uſeful in your ſtation ; though not the hand or 
the head, yet you may be a finger or toe. Howe ſhould 
be all careful of the church of God: but what ſhould 


we do in reference tothe church? Why, look to the 
text; and if you can do more, lay out all your intereſt, 
all you can do or have, for the church in your capacity; 


and if ye can do no inore, will you pray for the . 
the work, and intereſt of God, Pray that he woul 
vance his own work, and take care of his own chyr 


Another thing; - are we not in a capacity to do ne; 


even to ride and to run, and to act and do for the church? 


Now who does that? We are all at eaſe: and the work 


of God is laid bye. But ſays the Spirit of God, Iaiah 


Av. 11. Concerning the works of my hands, command * 


me, — Then, 


2. There is the reformation and building up of Bis | 


houſe. The houſe of God gets a ſtop and hindraner ; 


See then to the building of his honſe ; ſee. Nehengh. 


chap. iii, This was one of his works that they were to 


fall about; to reform and build the houſe of God, that 
the Babyloniaus had deſtroyed: you mould have that 
8 Sh „ by done : 
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© done: that is one of his works, and we ſhould all en. 
Adieavour to do it. O that we could get it done. Some 
are not in a capacity to do this; and yet labour to do al 
+ that ye can. O Sirs, we had once a well ordered church: 
but what is it now? and what have we done for the 
building up of his work ? as in that ſecond chapter of 
- Haggai; a fad word; they made a croſs 3 they wanted 
gold and filver, c. It is true, they had many ene. 
mies: wy had laid bye the building the houfe of God, 
und they fell to building their own houſes: and he re. 
proves them for it, chap. i. 4. Is it time for you, O y, 
to dwell in your cieled houſes, and this houſe ly waſte? 
Have not many done fo now a-days ? And this houſe is 
lying in aſhes: this is lamentable indeed, that we hare 
not been careful in rebuilding and reſtoring the houſe of 
| God. Let not this man and that woman; but let every 
one's conſcience tell him or her of this. A 
3. Piece of work, that the Lord calls his work; and 
that is, the preaching of the goſpel; that we ſhould take 
care of. We ſhould all - it were) hold our hands faſt 
about this; were it not for ſome, we would not knoy 


promote the preaching of the goſpel; it is one of his 
works: it is his great work. Now a-days, Sirs, and 
that he ſends ſome through with the preaching of the 
_ goſpel, and ſince he is doing ſo, ought we not to take 
care of it ? It concerns our eternal happineſs ; and wil 
it not be an aggravation of our grief, if we ſhall be 
found”. careleſs of it? So that it is a wonder, that he 
| ſhould have this care of us at all; it is a wonder, that 
this earth opens not its mouth to ſwallow us up, and 
_ that we go not down to the pit, ſeeing we are ſo care. 
leſs of that which is our eternal happineſs. O how care- 
ful will we be about our own things in the world! It 
an old Proverb, «« Who ſhould care for us who care not 
6c for ourſelves.” ———There is a 
4. Piece, of his work; and that is, the worſhip dl 
* God. It is called the work of God, Neh. x. 33. 4 
that was to make an atonement for Iſrael, and for all th 
"work of the houſe of our God. Nehemiah was careful © 
bout theſe things; and O that there wree many Neheml- 
ahs in our day, to pray for the work and worſhip of God 
We cannot tell what we are, nor what we have done, 
in order to the worſhip of the houſe of God, either mi- 
giſtrate, miniſter, or people, maſter, of fervant : Little 
3 L care 
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carefulneſs about the houſe of God, and for his worſhip. 
No care is taken to get it ſet up in our families: O lit- 


be fo ſeen unto, - And | 
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tle care amongſt us that the whole work of God ſhould - 


57 This is his work, the work of grace in your and 
my heart; and O how little care is there about that? it 


— 


is called the work of grace, 1 Cor. xv. It is one of his 
works therefore yu would do well to ſee what care 
you have taken o 


that; or how eto get it, or how to 
keep it when gotten: this is his work, ſays our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, John vi. 29. This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent, to get faith's 


exerciſes, when rocks of temptation are like to drive 


you over: It is fit then to get faith in exerciſe. O if 


we had faith to lay hold upon his promiſes, we might 
ſtand upon our feet, for all that enemies could do unto 
us. But we want faith, and that takes us off our feet: 


and if we be right, we will not join with the courſes of 
theſe times. Judge ye, they wanted faith to believe that 


he was able to bring them through this world, and yet 
he was able to lay down meat before them? Chrift faid © 
unto his diſciples, Luke xxii. 35.----Lacked ye any thing? 


and they ſaid, nothing, The very fear of want made us 
all go wrong; we wot not, if ever we all ſhall go right 
again: and then there is his grace; not labouring to get 
that into our hearts has done us much evil. O labour to 
get it, if you have never yet had it. Will you fay, I 
ſhall never be ſo indifferent as I have been in this? I 
lived careleſly; but I ſhall never do fo again. Do not 
then want the faith of his bearing you through: the 
want of the faith of this has made many of us go wrong 
in theſe days we live in. 
6. That is another of his works, that we have the 
goſpel preached unto us. Ye are all partakersof my grace, 
Phil. i. 7. i. e. of the goſpel. O indeed, if you were 
partakers of theſe good things, God has laid theſe things 
before you; and ſee that ye caſt not at your meat; and 
when he offers opportunities unto vu, have a care that 
you caſt not at them; let every one of you take care, 
that ye be made partakers of the goſpel, and that, for 
theſe three or four reaſons. | 
1. Becauſe we have many enemies; therefore do not 
join with them: Ye lie by, and fay nothing; that 
is not enough; when there are ſo many ſtated enemies 
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un and down the land, we lie by. O ſee to this: what 
is all the malice and enmity of all our enemies, malig. 
nants, and prelates, and all theſe papiſts? Do you not 


ſſee that the event and upſhot of all their acts is, What 


mall we do to bear down all theſe pieces of God's work? 
| -Mapy attempts they have made; yet thanks be to God, 
have not yet got theſe broken, Then have a Care 

.of theſe things, becauſe they are in great hazard. A 
2. Reaſon for taking care of theſe work, is, Be. 


3 8 ;couſe that they-Ire higagorks : and if ſo, then the neck 


of all yous. dficulties Wil be broken: it you get the 
Vork of refarmation and the building of his houſe ſet on 
foot, and have a care of all this, the reſt will be eaſy 
- work ; theſe-mountains will become a plain before you, 
3. Another reaſon: as they are his works, therefore 


they ſhould be taken care of ; eſpecially to have the. 


goſpel preached and promoted, and to have the houſe of 
| God builded, and things in his houſe re&ified : theſe 
end much to the glory of God. When all theſe things 
= well on, O what advantage will there be in this! end 
we do not ſo, it will be reckoned that we are for his 
diſhonour, and not for his glory. 
And then again theſe things, Sirs, contribute much 
to the edification of his ſaints, and the good of ſouls ; 
to have the goſpel preached, and the word hid in your 
hearts, to have the houſe of God rebuilt, his work 
revived, and things, brought unto its purity and due or- 
der; is there not much good in all this? and where will 
you get good, if it is not therein? it is no where elſe. 
And 
Lay, They tend to, the ſalvation of ſouls as well as to 
their edification; theſe are the means: It is the grace of 
God for our falvation that appears in the goſpel preach- 
ed unto us, that we may be made to deny all ungodlinefs 
and fleſhly luſts. So all this contributes much to the 
falvation of ſouls : will you not be careful then for theſe ? 
Sirs, will you not be careful for your back and belly (as 
we uſe to ſay) and. worldly things F it ſhould be fo.— 
But we ſhould bring in the work of God to be the great 
work. 'This is vour work, and our firſt work : But we 
bring it in laſt. We wonder how. you think God ſhould 
be favourable unto us while we do not think, and make 
God and his work, our firſt endeavour and main ſtudy 
above all. O that we are ſo negligent of his work | O 
Sirs, wonder at this, 
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Nos for application, Since it is ſo that this ſhould'be 


the great care of all, to have a care of the work of God 


feuruve thy «work, &c. May not this doctrine bring hom 4 


i fad rebuke and challenge to many a conſcience? muſt 


not this be a ſore regret ? and we ſhould lament it, ant 


theſe folk who are regardleſs of this muſt have evil 


conſcicrices, conſidering how little we and they have 


done ſor reformation and rebuilding of his houſe and the 


reviving of his work and worſhip. © When we reflect u- 


pon that, it is a wonder we are in our right wits it is 


a thing that brings on that dreadful ſentence from God; 


vo to them that are at eaſe in Zion, that are not careful 
about the work of God; and theſe who lay themſelves 
by, anckare uſeleſs: and how can they eſcape this curſe, 
when they might have been uſeful for the work of God? 


How can ſuch as lie by think to be from under that 


- 


woe? 


The next uſe of application is this, is it ſo? then, to 
bring it home to you, I offer theſe three motives; and 
I ſhall paſs by other things that might be noticed, and 


come to a cloſe.  . 


= 


1. Will ya be reful of theſe means, becauſe there 


arg few amongſt many? I have little hope of them that 
will not be cargful.—There are many that are ſtated e- 


nemies: theſe never · regard the work. This ſhould en- 


gage us to be Tarèful about his work. — Are there any 


careful for the work ? will you go in amongſt the reſt? 


O that there are ſo fet to follow the Lord, and to be care- 


ful for his work } Are not there ſome that once ſeemed 


to be friends, and are now enemies? ſhould not that 
the: preſs us all to befriends to, and eareful about his 
work? And ſhould it not put us all upon praying, re- 
vive thy zb. He may ſay unto us, as he ſaid unto 


his diſciples, Mill ye alſo go away, and leave me ? Theſe 
that are profane, and have a profeffion, and no more, 
let them go away; but you that profels friendſhip, will 


je go away and leave him? will ye do ſo? It is a ſad 


matter to leave him. There are many works advanta- 
geons to you; but you never put your hand to a piece of 
work more advantageons unto you then this; to lay out 
jourſelres for God. I vill tell you amongſt other things, 
the Father likes not that child that comes not to him: 
Though he be angry at them, he would love them the 
better, that they come to him. God loves his church, 
though he be angry at ner. That they come unto him, 
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he, it well. And if ſome ſtep in to interceed for 
3 he loves thoſe well. May not God ſay as in If. 
x. 16.—And he ſaw that there wvas ng man, and wonder. | 
+ ed that there was no interceſſor * A ſore matter, there are 
0 R. O will you be more about this work? A 
2. Motive. E is his work, his houſe: therefore, 


” 
«4 * CTY 


SE +. you. ſhould do all you can to build and rebuild it. Do 
3 5 All the ſervick to him you can: and this will intitle you 
to the promiſe, Iſa. Ixvi. 10. Rejoice with her all ye that 
wen r, and be glad with her, all ye that love her 
kg 05 the work oX God ſhall be reſtored and revived, 
"they ſhall be comforted; and ye ſhall have a ſhare there- 
inch them. | 
There is nothing more evidences your being chil. ] 
- dren indeed than this, Pſalm cxxxvii. 6.—Let my tongue 
leave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Feruſalem be- 
my chiefeſt joy, &c.—All Zion's children do this; ; 
- and they are but Edomites that mind not his work: in 
this Pfalm they are called ſo.—And then you cannot do 
a worſe turn to your own eſtate inward or outward, then 
to be careleſs of the work of God. They ſat in their 
orun cieled houſes : but what.next? they had ſerved much, 
but brought in little: ye eat, but ye have not enough, as you 
Wĩillſee it, Hag. i. 6. It was God's judgment upon them. Ye 
<p bY at are careleſs, you cannot do yourſelves a worſe turn. 
* 4 reaſon of this you have in the gth.ver. Becauſe of 
* —— W is waſte, and ye run every man unto his own 
B | Mos A © Daufe. Well, Sirs, take heed to this: it is becauſe his 
houſe is lying deſolate, and they are building their own 
ſes.— But I ſhall ſay no more. 
May the Lord bleſs hat has been * and to al | 
nao be the gory 1 5 7 


N. B. Although this Sermon was Joker fo correct 

either in method or matter in the manuſcript as 
3 could have been wiſhed; yet being the only Sermon 
of Mr, King's that I ever ſaw, —I thought for the 
memory of the Author, it ſhould here have a s pl 
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» Wl Fir ue gf ail appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chris. "IIS 
that every one may receive the things done in the GY oF 


. to that he hath done, whether at N : 2 


. * > 4 : 2 | | : 
| {Fonanoon's Senn. 
HERE is.a of njen in the 


enticed nor- 


184 i ſay, Fong are of os: contrary ditpofition : Nos 
ing will perſuade the one unto their duty;.:and-on be 
contrary, nothing can ſeparate the other their du- 
ty.” Faul was fuch a one: It was long ere he ſell unto * 
duty; and ir was long ere he was reconciled unto iti 
Ha got a fore onſet of the law, and a terrible Rroke of — 


is 1. Jahn Felber ee 
bee, ere he and his duty were "recontiled toge- 
hut from the time that God did him ſaving good, 
19 was the*man that abode by his duty. Now he is 
3 | * ohe at his duty, and neither threatenings, baits, ſtrokes, 
E * or allurements can ſeparate or ſet hits and his duty at 
25> gariznce again,—But contrary to all impediments, he 
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- hinder or divert him from it. Theſe indeed were m 
aand coming from divers airths ; ſometimes from Pagans, 
4 a5 w and ſometimes from the Jewiſh church; who clave to the 


1 * ese rites and ceremonies, and ſometimes from falſe | 


"brethren : Yet nothing could ſeparate him and his duty 
F m peeaching the goſpel; but Kill he preſſed forward iy 
ſpfte of every contrary wind of oppolition. _ 
Now, in this chapter he gives a reaſon for his tri a 
adherence unto his duty.—I know, fays he, we mu? ail 
appear before the judgment ſeat of Chrijft, We mutt all 
25 and there: I that preach, and you that hear, muſt 
ſtand before this judgment ſeat; and becauſe I am per- 
ſuaded what a terrible judge he is, therefore I hold at 
my work to beſeech men to be reconciled vo God, to in- 
treat them to forſake their ſinful 'courtes :- Ae re, 
ſays he, I will make it always my work to obteſt them 


tel and perſuade them that they ſhalt die. 7 herefor: 
8 oy Pet terrors of the Lord we perſuaile men, &c. 
An the words there are two things conſiderable. 
, The Vole which is ſet down. in the verſe we 
3 5 es nt all appear before be N feat of 
—_ FT — . 


85 or 


ly; There ie the vſe of the doctrine for i improv: 


. Enewing the terrors of the Lore &e. Or ye may take it 
thus: heed js a dectrine or prepoſition laid down in the 
7 S 22 We Me au, all land before the fu ginemt feat of Chrift. 
5 WP ; "IE <7 Fhen there is the condlufion'drawn from it, which is- 
the, Mie perſunde men : as if he fad ſaid, ſeeing there 
5 ..  wilbbe os Wy, we Yay not,” bs nor day, to per- 
N & "SS, auen 36 092.93 3557-46 

But I ſhall freak; a word to the Jofrine; and there 
wel chef three or four things contiderable it. 

5 There muſt be a dag of judgment; for thore is a 
bebe, and there are parties to be jedged : and there is 
aà reward: therefore it malt oy that ory will be a 
n And 2 =3 5s 


. 7 


W 6 to go on: no bppolition or impediment cin 


to turn from them, and e and if they will not, to 


ment, in the beginnirig of the rith * verſe, 7 berefore 
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55400 Theres one that is to be judge Ind I e 
452. . 2 ol the blefſed Trinity; 
a t to be judge. is 24 
ue , the judgment feu of e e 1% % 
5 There att thoſe that are to be judged; and theſe 
ae all men; we mii ull appear + all that are herg: WEEN 5 
elſe where; allithat are dead, and all that are Wing, 
and all that ever ſtrall live; All from Adam to tlie end | 
ol the world thall appear on this day. And E "I 
4:hly, There is the buſineſs of tlis day for Wine - 
is appointed: it is appointed that every one may e-. Ga 3 
ceive a reward aceording to his works: which ineludes, | 
firſt, an examination or trial ; after that a ſentence 8 be 
be paſed;—and then there will be a putting of the fen- 1 
tence into verum. W e win be the nn of bar 


day. $a x $0 Wenn oy 5 

We hall — * all that we intend to fo unto! this ene 

8 M e 
enn $300 1 —_— 6 > * 


Doc. ee hall ap eee 
' avherein every” one; mam and - woman, fhatt- TY „ 
reward op. 1 mp to the N of Wein, 
 avarks of 5 r x 3s _— 


of | way 


_— 3 
In kind to this Skins of dodrine,: 1 ſhall genes 
rord * the Fes ay wet Ear: | 
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| >! 4 42 8457 4 
3, That chang vil be a general judgments end rat 


are the reaſons for it. 9 B71 - 2, 
II. Tall ſpeak a word unts what day th 
III. W ho will be the judge of that day, 
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IV. I ſhall ſpeak a word to the (ences, and the: „ 
r ecutſon of that ſentence. And 17481. 
Ih, & ſhort word of ee ws apy.” £24 Sy 1 
* We. Arg.10 Sn of this | EW AE Aid 


| L There, are ary Do reaſons why, third * 7 ? E 
day of judgment. And wr hed CRE SLID 


I. Becauſe. there is. many a wrong and unjuſt enden "x 
paſſed here upon earth. Many times the guilty are af- 
ſoyled, and the innocent ſentenced and condemned: t- 
times the. godly are cried out againſt and condemneqd as 
malefactors, when the wicked of the world are rewarded 
=o ſet in * Placer... DR thee muſt. be any 
8 2 


wg % 85 9 


_ 
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; when all evil ſentences, all acts of -parliz. 
1 all condemnators, all *cauſes whatſo- 
ideen mall come to a again It ſhall be a dx 
+ wherein the righteous judge of all-the earth, will uy, 
Z IN I 'Emhether ye have been right or wrong judged ; a day for 
8 theſe cauſes that were wrong judged on earth. 
„ 4 y times the people of God are herg looked upon 2 
Sa heretics and ſeditious perſons ; becauſe they follow their 
1 © duty, and obey God rather than man. Therefore w-day 
mi de, when ſuch wrong ſentences muſt be judg. 
ed and heard.a-new again. But, you'll ſay, they have 
. laws and acts \+ +50 BO I $a they do. It is 
true, as to the moſt part of all the martyrs that have been 
| .barnt, beheaded and hanged, it was ſtill the breaking of 
n law, or diſowning an authority that was laid ta their 
charge, excepting a few that have been-privily murder- 
ed. Even our Lord Jeſus himſelf, they pleaded the brea- 
king of the law againſt him. 80, I ſay, this is a good 
_ .. reaſon, This day of judgment both. muſt; and will be, 
| becauſe of ſo 8 ſentences here or Iman 
» This made Solomon Hay, I /n the place of judgment, 
bat wickedneſs was there; and the. * N 
that iniquity was there ; and ¶ ſaid in nine heart that G 
* e the righteous and wa wicked, There are many 
| that are never judged nor z and 
many that are wrong judged; and therefore, 
5 ke I Lord, ao: choral) boo Glee cle „ wherein not 
1 | oalyal cauſes, but all perſons lhall be judged... 193.4 
L Laffure you, that art followers uf „it concerns 
von 10 be fixed in the faith of this truth ; for ſome- 
©.  '- times the people of God will be zt this, that they kuov 
bes "ante in all the world that they can take comfort or 
. encouragement from, to n but this; 
that there is a day coming wherein God will fudge the 
rigbtaous and the withed : that there ſhall be a day where- 
in it ſhall be known who has been the knave, and who 
. has been the honeſt man a day wherein the people or 
.. God ſhall. be comforted, and both parties heard; when 
the Lord will aſk, Wheretore was all this blood ſhed in 
_ . *thecity and in the fields? Whezefore; and upon what 
account was this ? Why, bleſſed Lord, will the people 
of God ſay ; it was for adhering to thees and abiding 
| —___ by our covenant ; even tor this, that we would 
| not perjute ourſelves, and foriake and diſclaim. thee— 
Wo Thes wil ths Lard fy to the wicked and tae peter, 
1 _ 
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day, wherein God will bring 

whether it be good or evil. * wil alſo be a day dre: 
compence :- and ſuch a day muſt be to bring many h 
things to light: how many murderers have died, am 


nn os 
A rr 


a themſelves now to be above the 
or that they are not to 
bere to any but God ; and therefore there muſt be fach _ 


de heard and judged, be 
rich or poor: the judge and the judged 
heard again. This is another reaſon for this day, de. 
enuſe ſome plead exemption from all judgment 
e give any account for what 2 and alete 
| * there ſhall be. . 


7 bier believe: de om 


the balineſ will yet come to a hearing again; many 3 2 * 


have been condemned here, will in that day de abſolved ; 


righteous 
ious account at that day of? 


— 4 
will de, that hat- 


again: com- 
mit your cauſe unto hin in err as. ts 2 age. 


- Creator. A | : 
2. Reaſon is, becauſe there are many ehings hid and. | 

ſecret now, that muſt be made manifeſt in that day. 
There art many things done in ſecret, of which the ma- 
niſeſtation aud diſcovery depend 


id upon that day: am 
that is another reaſon why there muſt be a judgment- 
every work to be tried, 


never one knew it ? how many ſecret adulterers}whore- 
witches and wizards have died, and never man 


mongers, 
" And O the works of darkneſs that will be 


ht to light at that day} how many hid hypocrites - 
r ee bring to light 7 ad 
reaſon there muſt be a day of Judge, 


3. Reaſon is, deeaull tharuaie foany have; abel 
of any here; 
give a reafon for What they do 


a day, wherein not only all cauſes, but all 
they high 


— 
or low, be th 
ſhall be 


PP 


and thoſe that wn yr them, Fes ood with an ever- - 
laſting irrevocable ſentence, am med re 

Therefore, commit your caufe, _ and Wale * 3 
the way of well-doing, unto the E 
vill make a 
do ſo. Believe it, that ſuch a day 
erer injuſtice ye ſuffer now, yet your cauſe wilknot'go 
ſoj but it will come to a hearing 
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3 She day of- qudgment, otbetwiſe 


"Me ab. sl 9 


e ks LOl-obſerye, is this, Becauſe che peo 
M 2 5 5 Wt — 1 N. they Pray and V for. it, aryl 


and fond. has — — 


ers 

oo Faw) 4 wait — pray for it; 
15 Ne wie hope and:gebire-that it may ne ver be; 

nd ener il hechear - and anſwer the prayer of the 
5 * e dee of the wicked, think ye? or 
eie fruſtrate dhe; hopes of his people, or 
| cheghaprohahiscocmice:? Aud. therefore, there mult 
1 Bod n to hear 
nee 
ee Cod: has, been monilcſting ſome. of his pro- 


1 bernd ke has been 1 maniſeſting his mercy. be lias glo- 


hed and magnified it above all his other works: there- 
March! there must he ad for the manifeſting) of his juſ- 
.eice ani boligeſs 2 now his day. will he a ſolemn day of 
the mazifeſtation of that property of God upon all 
the ungudy by 5 Bo much for the.reaſops to 
rade porn aul muſt bs. 

20:07 een 1 1 2 71 

5 . werd now to the ſecend thing, and that wa 
hst. a day this wil 3 Jpgaking t to which, there 

are five or ix things ohſe een! 7. — 
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un it {tall be che laſt gay 3 the: . terribl 


$2088 day of — After ity there hall never be day nor 


1 laſer sd f, nn 


niche gs e it is the laſt day: there Hall be no diy 


| r. irs;4 no heaven, mo earth, 
{ nor {eh at M Qt will be then diſſolved, and burnt. up 
Sin @ ferword 2 "Aha welt, and be gone: you"! 


ſay, hat for a day will this be ? Tanſwer, it will be the 
graben lab day z, dns the day will be great, ſo great 
. wü dae fan day be 
As it-willkbe — ſo it will bo a terrible 
_—_ Abe gneat:and tefirible day of the Lord. O nothing 
Ihut terrby.; terror within ud terror without: terrible 
7 wivithewicked, unte many a man and woman, terrible to 
lie parfeautars and enemies of God and his worke-—How | 
terriple to ye the Son of man coming in flanung fire to 
take yenyeance on all the workers of iniquity. 1; Ho ter- 
trihle to ve the earth thaking and:q; uaking, and the elg- 


ments Wn away. with Arden Heat. not ohly will 2 
2 148. * _ 
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act terrible. 2 but men's\Heargeahrifl beter, * 3 3 
terror; ip 1 will bes a terrifle day in. theſ 2 2 90 
ect: p aft wt ha 
1. In ILY 2iithe day. of account ae - = 
It is the day whereur we muſt reckon fo8 a 
deue; 5 Jea, tor every ſecrel hing, wherher:ge6d) 
r is a day her ein we maſt rtckon r þ 
crery minute and mom - we ee eie ; Far W = 
wherein the miniſter muit xa r eee We a ie. 22 
ter for his family 3 the parent fnchis fre ie e 
der far thoſe of kia ef z and the Ade, len tbele⸗ — tel 
under His juriſdictions 2. 1-56 5 2-03. cw. A 
2; In reſpect that it i dayrabergin God wih thebeg d 3 
ly correct the wicked aud ungodly; à day When they” 3 
mall be made to acknowledge their guilt, and the IN 4M 
carggd againſt them . a day whentins GWA libeliidis.s  - 2; 
anemies, and he will lead probatiom, N and. proyd i 4 
gaiuſt them before angels and his peo = Ne wil en 
lay open che book of cverꝝ man's conſeietice;-midthere — 
will be al nnch found in every: man and woman, ag will © 
lally prona land ſay amen mee einne 
gait che finger... Andi o orig hes 

2. It wilt bo terrible inveſpodt bf the rife ſented? 
that will he then paſſed aghinit, them Elo terrible wilt? 
it be to hear that ſentence pronounced Depart — | 
me, je curſed, unto everlaſting fire, prepated fbi th dev 
and his angels 4 . G e (14443 8.26 44 Heh AT". 

4. It will ke! alſs terrible in reſpect of the excention” = 
X the ſentemce; terrible to hear the fhrieks Anil eries o 
„de damned ʒ terrible to hear the cries of Rings; princess: 
| earls; lords, lairds, captains, rich and poor high and, 
low to hear hens and millions ommilü enz cer ying 1 
| : 
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bilkr and mountnins to on them, HONEY them um. 
the fuce of the Lamb ; for yonder: be is coming bote 
we deſpiſed :; and his blood we had in out efer for WH 
ing away of ſin; but we deſpiſed and trampled it 
5 foot. O fuch a cry vl then be :, οer he + coming, 
ber is to be cy zudtze, that I would not live eigtl Ker! 
| me: And ge can fand inthe day of I eb * co 4 
ing to hills and mountains, Which cannot hear; e 5 
| be is coming whom. I refuſed and would net Beate 
he oflered. to make peace with W. Wh 4 1 
a ., As it will be a terrible day to ſtrangers, 0 


ä weill be 2 joyful Cay to inends, that is, to the, ny; ; 4-2 
Y __ 7 day * 


be terrible to hear the eries of damdeckreprebates, KR 


: ee of redemption 
vanfolati . ry 
gut AX. 9. To, this is aur God: un waited for Bim; 
en- pF avail rome and ſave u, He coming to receive 
| | on his enemies, 
wen his Iiracl. This will cauſe joy in 
or the godly; be is coming; but he is my 
is comung... Indeed, if our judge were our 
enemy, brug te the wicked, we might fear it; or if 
. but it 
die de who loves our ſouls, and whom our touls lo ve, 
13 ubs de to be our judge : it is Jeſus Chriſt who ſhed his 
” - . blood for us, that died for us that we might live: and 
wu.ill be now * us,? And what en 1 
muſt this be. 5 
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than another. It wilt be a day 
wherein there ſhall be nothing but wonders af wonders; 
ſs that we have need of faith. It will be wonderful to 
ſee all perſons that ever lived, ge or ſhalt live in che 
world, gathered unto: one place, and appear before 
Chriſt : "+ will be wondetful to fre E was mock. 
ed, buffeted and ſpit upon, judged and condemned be- 
fore Pontius Pilatez to ſee him arraign and pannel 
-.__  thembefore his judgment ſeat. > | 
Fit, As it will be a eat, à terrible, 175 
wonderful day; fo it will be an uncertain day. It will 
die yon no warning cis coming: it will come as a thief 
u ib night. It will come unexpected and unlooked for, 
doch bz {aint and ſinner. Some will be reading, pray- 
ing, meditating and preaching: others will be ſwearing, 
ring, ſtealing, whoring, and drinking. It is true, there 
mill be ſigns before it, oth as, the ſun will be darkned, 
ce moon turned into blood, Wc. There are alſo ſome 
1 omen tokens, that it will not be as yet, becauſe the 
F- ſcripture is not yet fullſilled: there are certain things 
promiſed ſpoken of in ſcripture to be before it, to be 
yet accomplithed. I ſay it is a day moſt uncertain; 
. 1 pray, for ye know not the day nar the | 
duo, whenthe fon =, cometh. But 
Tah, It will not only be an uncertain ; but it will be 
. day Y gathering together, and a parting day, a day of 
| 12 z even ſuch a Gay as never was or {hall 8 
* i | e 
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the other on the left: it will ſet the king and his lb 


ver to meet again, It will be an everlaſting ſeparations 
Thoſe on the right hand fhall immediately paſs into pos | 


if the Sen , nn Uh 


PII my * 3 * 6 7 TR * . 
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ooep Nook. wo? I 
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lixe again: the 1 Dar 
wid the witked {hal ain afſembly of traitors: 2 


lt. Will part many a 5 and his 855 3 miniſter and : 
lis Hock, maſter and ſervant, parent ade hild; 3 it mall * 

be ſuch a parting day, that tus meh {batt Une 
10% tbe ont ſhall be raten, nd t! the. onbeß N 

ved, and the other condemned. Many an ol get 
tance and relation thall be ſcparated even the bas | 
and the Wife, the one ſhall be ſet on the right hn 


P : 


jet; the one on the right hand, and che other antes 
let; it will fet the father on the right hand, *and-this 
ſon on the left. A3 it will be a day of meeting, fo it will 
be a day of parting, even of near and dear relations ne- 


ry, and-fo be for" ever with the Lorg ©: fo the other 
depart to he. for ever with the der 2nd his _— n e 
verb , The the.” | | Oar 


111 Tag! tropoſe#f ts Fry 66, #625; wks: bebe 
the: Judges WA day of judgment there will be ;\: butwhe © 
will be the Wave in that day ? It is called in the text, 
the zuckgment⸗ſeat of Chriſt; Jefus Chriſt the ſecond pere 
ſor-ofthe bleſſed Trinity is appointes: Judge z- * that © 
fortheſe reaſons: oY OS 

1. The Father lias ciben it unto the Sen 28 4 eu . 
for undertaking the work of man's redemption, and toe - 
a} his ſufferings in the accompliſhing of that workʒ ank 
has put this honour upon him to de the Judge, 3 e | 


2. Chriſt is apbolnted judge bert the conafeift ik 8 
own people; that they may come the more bold uae | 
him : and will it not be comfortable and encouraging fax 
them to tome unte him, who is their elder hee her, 
friend and huſband ; and not only fo, but who ſparec no 

pains in coming down from keaven to — his heart a 

lobd for their falvation. And 2 

3. That it may be to the greater e e -confu-; 
695 of te Wicked. What terror will it be to. theſe - -- — SY 
who judged and perſecuted" him in his members 1 
earth? nay, to fee him they thus rejected and Lighted 4 3 
to be their judge? If it had been, mother,” the ] '- 
tet world have been the leſs; but it: is he that Ithad in 


2 gh it i he n for cleanſing I refuſed aud 
8 WG: 3 


*, 
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| under foot, and counted an unholy thing : it is 
j | 1 ſecuted i in his members, Sc. that is now 
to be my judge. 


4 * Here it may be enquired, who are the perſons to be 


Judged ? Ianſwer, it is all.— For we muft all appear be. 
"Ho e the judgmentsſeat of Chriſt. All that are living, hae 
ved, or eyer. Hall live; all. rich and poor, high and 
| = "old and young, godly and ungodly, fools and wiſe, 
complier and the ſufferer, the perſecutor and the 
ed; he that has been falſe, and he that has 
faithful in his covenant ; all muſt and ſhall appear 
heal without exception. 


IV. I Mal now ſpeak a wird to the ſentence that 
Mall be paſſed: and — are two kinds of ſentences to 
be paſſed : the firſt upon the godly in theſe words, 
Come, ye be ed . my Father, inherit the kingdom prepar- 

ed for you, &. other upon the wicked in this man. 
ner, Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre. 
pared for the devil and 2 angels. And then * execu- 
tion of this ſentence wfthout all remedy and delay will 
follow: there will be no intermiſſion or interval Aga 
the ſentence and its execution. Judges here will 
a ſentence of death; but defer the uses of that a 


tence— But no ooner will the judge pronounce that 
re ſentence, Depart. rom me, &c. but the ſinner muſt a. 


way without delay.—And again here there fhall be no 
pity * though the ſinner ſhould cry out, O judge, give 
me leave bat to ſpeak, and hear me but one word: no, 


there is no hearing now, but an irrevocable ſentence 


paſt and t in execution.ä— Then many a man and wo- 
man cry out, Hear, dear Lord, have mercy upon 
me: 1 thought that thou waſt all mercy. But he ſhall 
* anſwer, it was mercy that was offered unto thee many 
a- day j but thou refuſedſt that. Then, Grace, grace, 
will the ſinner cry: But the judge ſhall then reply, ma- 
ny a day thou hadſt grace in thy offer; but thou refuſedſt 


it: Now, the day of mercy and grace is gone.— It will 


then be in vain to cry, open, open unto us, Lord; and 
caſt us not into this place of torment; for the judge 
will not hear: he will have no more pity: but ſay, De- 
vil, tale and bind them hand and foot, and carry them to 


= and there will be no reſiſtance, away they wok: 


Now, the door of mercy, the door of hope is ſhut: 
more [EOS no more mercy. Then the poor finger k Is 
; < between 


, "ij 


C5 * 


2 N 


„sg . FK 


N S* 


SSS 


E Negra am en 


„ 2 


— e eee the one Bide; on ; 3 1 
" Wl torment. And O who is able to expreſs the — Wh. 
® of the ſinner's heart, when he is adjudged to the com- 
pany of devils and damned ſpirits, everlaſting fire ang 
everlaſting darkneſs, for ever and ever? That is the coupe = - 
anton the ſentence of the wicked. And he conclus ö 
„bon of the ſentence of the godly, is, Come, enter into 92 
' » „4 your Lord And * ſpall be for ever oa & + 


"Before I come to the application, 1 might jen you | 


dome reaſons or motives that cauſed me to pitch upon thas. 
text at this time, And 

5 1. That it might imprint or leave ſome ſtrong impreſ- 

„on of this day upon your hearts: for, I think it is lit- 

ue believed, 4 As little thought of by the moſt part. 


The wicked hope it ſhall never be; and for the godly, 
they do not firmly believe it. Therefore, I choſe this 
ſubject, to fee if it would leave {ome impreſſion on your 
hearts. I remember, I have heard of ſome who ſaid, 
1 Wl they fever ſaw a great gathering of people, but jt brought 
this awful diy into their remembrance, 
" 2. At maybe, ſome of you will be brought before 
man's; adgment-ſeat, and even for this day's work, ere 
it be long. Tbe Lord has made this trial go throvphe = 
the land ; and it has not only come, to the be, Aird, 
and great man; but even to the ſhepherd lad, aud the 
kitchen maid. "Theſe have been made the object of the 
malice of this ung odly g generation. Well, Sirs, believe - 
this, that 92 it ſhould be ſo, the. buſineſs will -Y 
come to a hearing again; your cauſe ſhall yet he heard, ; 
and at that day you ſhall have a better advocate for vou, 
than any that ſhall be againſt you. If this were believ- | 
ed, . more courage than what is amongſt N 
us. 3 3 8 
Laſt motive is this, that ye may not only be made to 
8 hy ſin and duty in the balance; but that ye may be 
brought to ſay, I durſt not quit Chriſt, nor neglect to 
hear an offer of ſalvation, when I might have it, for all 
: the hazard that might come upon me: and ye muſt not 
neglect this, as ye will be anſwerable for it at this 5 
day of judgment. cf 
But I come now to a word of improvement of whit. 
has, been ſpoken 3 3 I thall give you theſe uſes of the docs. 
* | | | | 703; 20.165 
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55 Me. n Mela, Surmons. 
s ie would defire and intreat you to labour 
do be fixed in the belief and faith of this ſo often confi 
ðÄd med a truth, that there ſhalt be a day of judgment, - 
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The patriarchs make mention of it: the prophets make 


mention of it: Cbriſt himſelf ſpeaks of it: and it ig 


8 A”. <7 T7 . LS 
truth commonly known and confirmed in ſcripture : and 


"0, 


pet hitle believed. Enoch the ſeventh from Adam 


peaks of it: Joel ſpeaks of it: Malachi mentions it, 
Behold the day cometh that ſhall burn as an aver, &c. Paul 


ſpeaks of this day, Heb. ix. 27. And it is appoicited unto 


men ence to die, but after this the judgment. And there- 
fore it maſt be ſo, if ye believe Chriſt or his apoſtles, 
i ye will believe patriarchs both before and after the 
Hood ; all make mention of it; if ye believe the word 
of God, ye cannot deny this great truth. The thivg 1 
would preſs upon you from this, is, to labour to believe 
this well-known and confirmed truth, and make it ap- 
pear by your practice, that ye believe it; by your heas-\ 
ing, reading, conferring, ſpeaking, praying, Oe. yea, 
by your eating, drinking, and every other action in lie, 
chat you believe a day of judgment. But your careleſs, 


ſuperficial, trifling way of the performance ot düty, and 
vour omiſſion of commanded duty, eareleſs praying, 
Hearing and reading, ſay, ye want the belief of th. 


tru:y. The groſs commiſſion of forbidden fins, ſays, 
ye want the belief of this. The great profanity, inſo- 
briety, perjury, covenant-breaking, and all ſuch things, 
fay, that ye believe not this truth, What is the rea- 
ſon tke drùunkard continues in his drunkenneſs, the 
perſecutor perſecutes ſtill? or what is the reaſon that 
ſome will venture on indignation of God before gy. 
venture upon the indignation of men, or that 10 
many have forſaken God and foreſiyorn themſelves ; but 
even the want of this great doctrine ?—Fix yourſelves 
in the faith of this, that you muſt appear before the 
judge of the quick and the dead; and anſwer for all. 
that ye have ever thought or wrought; and the caufe 
of God ſhall never be wranged by yon. But ſo long 35 
ve-want the faith of this, ye ſhall never do that which 
is really good. | 2 

- USE 2. Labour not only for a rational belief of it; 


, 


but for a faith or belief that may affect the heart: and 19 
help you to this, oy We” 3s 


+ x. Conſider how certain it is. It is a truth beyond 


Fl controverſy: it depends upon the faithfulneſs of 17 
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ſtye believe God's eee *J 


alt . — I there ſpoken of come to paſs, and this 
one thing fail 
of inbelizf, that it depends upon no leſs then the faiths 2 
fulneſs of God, and therefore is moſt certain. BY 
2. Conſider Row neaf it i. it in new along timx 
ſince it was faid, The end of all things is at hand, Kc. = 
js not only certain that it will be, but it is certain that 
En none off. A amen 
3. Conſider, how much of your vuſinef ends pen 
115 day,” The buſineſs of the eternal damnation: gy. — 
ſalvation of ſouls; the bufineſs of abſolution or condem- 
nation depends upon the deciſions of that day; atid there- 
fore labour to believe that ſuch a day will certainly be. 
Uſe 3. A third word of uſe is this to exhort. And - 
1. To make your acquaintance with your judge. La- 
bour'to get him to be your friend: Labour to get him to 
take your cauſe in hand. Labour to have your iniqui- 
ties blotted out, and to make peace with him, while ye 
are on the way: and labour to have pe for your Lord, 
texcher, and interceſſor. > FO 
Watch and pray. Be- always 2500 your guard: 
8. elwayr tad, for ye know not the day, iter the hour, 
when the Son of nan cometh, Wait all the days of Your 
appointed time. And ; 
3. From the faith of the doctrine I would preſs you 
to the doty of moderation and ſobriety, This is the ve- 
T7 uſe, the apoſtle makes of this point. Hr the end of all 
things ir et hand, Therefore, ſays he, et your modern 
tion be Inoaun to all nien AH watch and be ſober. O let 
It be known by your, moderate uſe of the world, and 
the pleaſures thereof, that ye have the arm belief of this 
truth inſtamped upon your fouls. And 
Loftly, You ſhould be making ready for this FO : be 
ſndying to be mortified to the allurements of this life. 
Where is the ſoul that can ſay,” I am ready, Eben 5 
come, Lerd' Jeſus ? Where is the ſoul amongſt yo that 
can truly ſay, I have nothing to do? Thave got the world 
crucified ; 1 have got the upper hand of my corruptionss. 
am even praying, — waiting, —and longing for that day. 
Have. vou ſuch a lothing of the world, Sirs, that ye 
would be content now to ſee the throne erecting, and +- 
the Son of man coming and ſet thereon? 2 
Now, (for * Concluſion) I would give you fome K, 
tections. And K | 


wilt thou N nder for the bearing down * we: $ 


| 8 * J. Vb a 9 
«of; Labour'to make ſure pour intereſt in Chriſt La- 
„and be at more pains to be aſſſred of that, La- 
ur to be mortified unto all other. things; and never 
ink to get fure gripes of eternal life, till e come to 


1 * E ures there- 


oO * of. Labour to ſpeak, pray, hear 


*,+ 
es | 
2 dS 


er, and do all 
ther duties, as theſe that believe that eat truth, ave 
maſt all appear Aefere the judgment ſeat e Chrift.. Walk 
circumſpettly ; and the more becauſe this is an uncir. 


105 cumſpect and ungodly generation, It will not excuſe 


E that ye lived in the world in an evil time. And 0 
t it be a * dolefu} time, ſince the goſpel was removed 
a dreadful time, ſince Chriſt and his ordinances went 
from amongſt us. Neither will it excuſe you, that ye 
lived under a lifeleſs, and (I may ſay) a godleſs miniſtry: 
therefore be not conformed unto this preſent world ; but 
walk circumſpectly and wiſely,” There is many a foul ; in 
hell; that might haye been in heaven fince 2 goſpel 
06] moved (had it been- ſo determined), There i 1 
a ſoul drinking in the poiſon of fin and ſuperſtiti- 

on, and wallowing therein, that the goſpel mi ght have 
5e 2 mean of keeping from ſuch. a ruining ou 

= tell me TO ſhall be the men that will get 
an (kai of the Prelates and. Epiſcopal goyernment, 


and have reaſon to curſe them ere all be done? II tell 


„it ſhall not be the people of God, for all the ſuffer- 
ing and hardſhips they have put them to; na, it ſhall e- 
ven be thoſe who have choſen that government, and are 
joining with them that are perſecuting the people of 
of God this day, that ſhall have moſt reaſon. to curſe 
them. The Lord's people have reaſon. to pity. them, 
The day is faſt coming that they ſhall be made to ſay, 
woe unto us, that ever we gave you a call; and woe une 
to you that ever ye embraced our call: for from the time 
ve came to be our miniſters, we took liberty unto oure 


- _ ſelves to ſin, to drink, whore, ſwear, and foreſwear our- 


ſelves, and commit almoſt all ſorts of wickedneſs ; and 
ye have been the cauſe of it; for we knew, ye would 
never reprove us for it. They that uphold them now, 
ſhall only have reaſon to curſe them : and for the godly 
they have got leaſt Kaith of them, and they have.leaft 
reaſon to curſe them: they may well take a part of your 
gear and moveables : that ye may ſpare.— Well, Sirs, 
get che * of this, that this day wil 455 * 8 
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hinder it 1 6 n the world cannot hinder it an s mo- 
ment. He that will come, ſhall come, und will not tarry® : 


Though they have kindred many 4 preachirig, many con- 
venticles, (as they call them) yet all the Kings that even 


was ſhall not be able to hinder, or retard this day: it is 4 


day. wherein the Lord's people ſhall be admitted int“ 
communion with himſelf: he ſhall exalt- them above 


kings and-princes : for they ſhall be kings and priefic unto 


God and the Lamb for ever. The pooreſt man or wo- 


man that has an intereſt in "Chriſt, however contempt- 


able here, ſhall ir above kings; queens, princes; dukes, 
marquiſes, earls and lords of . earth: nay more, they 
ſhall be aſſeſſors with Jeſus Chriſt in judgment, Know 


je not that the ſaints ſpall judge the world, &c. ... 


| 2dly, Try in what ſtate you are: whether itt the ſtate 
and caſe that your. mother left you in? whether ye be in 
a ſtate of natyre or grace? whether ye be born again or 
not? Seek your converſion, and never reſt till ye attain . 
to know, that you-ſhall be freed from that heavy le... 
tence, that ſhall be paſſed upon the ungodly. And 
34!y, Be much in the exerciſes of making ready 3 
this day: labour to be preparing for it. Make it an - 
very days work, to put ſomething forward in order to 
eparation for this day. O it is a great matter to come to 
judgment : Jome think it a great thing to ap 
men's judgment ſeat, (as it indeed is). But this is 


greater: matter to appear before the judge of all the 5 
world. Labour to get an acquaintance with your judge; 

to have him not only your friend but your advocate z 
labour to have all your bills of defence, right and in or-. 


der againſt that day. , 


4thly, Be much in meditation a1 in the N ohts of, | : 


your latter end. Deut. xxxii. 29. O that they rwere wiſes, 


that : hey under find this, thatithey would cogſider their fat 9 
ter ens . It is a ſpecial piece of wiſdoin to be preparing, 


for death: it will make vou be much in preparin for 


judgment. Improve time; for there is much pf it ſpent 
and, away: Gray $airs appear (amongſt you) here. a7, Ps 


there e there is much of your work undone, and 


the improvement of time ſtands the buſineſs of life Ss ; 
death, heaven and hell. Therefore redeem the time: 


be doubling your diligence. © Improve the time that yet 


remains: | redeem it 3 take a part of it from your, work, | 
from your {leep, your meat. - Reftrain your humour in 
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r and reſt not till you make your rat 
en work ſure. And 1» JE ry Ys. a 
Lefly, Labour to have a conſcience wid of gener beth 


8 5 et, Ga and-tywards mam : and wort wut your Jafra. 
ow with fear. aud trembling +: not only Werk ar your fal. 
ation, but work pu? your: ee ** ed 
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Rs Il flock in the world is but a "9 flock; 
” bur little as they are, they can {cartely get Ii. 
ing in it. Every man is God's by en: and has a 
niht as 2 creature unto their Creator. KH any have 
more a tight by becoming God's by election, and an actu- 
* aFrefipnittion-of himfelf to Chriſt, or is more God's in 
chi reſpect than others, then that man fangs fair for 
ion abd oppoſition in the way of duty. The a- 
2 Paul was ſuch an une: he met with many difficul- 
des and much oppofition in his work; but he got above 
2 These things: nay, he rather found an encouragement 
than hindrance in theſe.” And,” Sirs, Pu tell you, 
be 1 defy that man that pets a right fight of his need 
of Chriſt, "of the excellence that is iti itn, and of the re- 
cbmpence of reward that is laid up for them that lore 
and ferve him, to be à fluggard orito, continue in the ne- 
- gle of duty. In the 16th verſe of this chapter, the 2. 
poſtle gives an account of che arguments vr reaſons which 
moved him to continue at his Work t in that verſe is the 
propofition,--we muft at upprur, Ne. as ye have heard. 
Andy then follows the CLONE m this 13th verſe, 


LL, here- 


ko elite. thats oa. 


from : And it may be taken up in theſe two things. wh I 
, What Paul reſolves to make his work, viz. 4a. —— 


| "Jai, A word e e | N nw 
kamm es i Exot we bade. 2 == 3 
| ai With 10 W ainiſters a fade 2 . 


to perſuade vo ofthe neceſſity of converſian work or 
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he __ || She the terror of the Lord; we 884 Fett, 3:2 


e have already ſpoken to the Seopobition or doctrin ?: 


We come now to ſpeak of the concluſion drawn theres 5 


perſuade men. Ana, A 


2d%, What it was bas n kim. to makes; this bi 2 5 
work. His work is to perſuade men; the mative > 3-4 


moved him to do ſo, that is the conſideration and knows. . 
ledge of the terror g Fa the Lord. By terror is ſignified ei- 
ther the power and terror of his perſon, or elſe the ter- 
rof of this great judgment day. Therefore knowing the 
terror y, of the * We a "men. N dodtrine is 


| At EE I 
| Doer. 2 is the 5 minjfers to perſul L men. wt | 


But heeavſe this is an imperfect propoſition of: itſelf, * b 


Lal ſpeak a word to theig few og following.” 2 2 5 


1 What i it is that ns to perſuade: az ac — : , 2 ” 


II. What are the rounds * they are to be AY 
- perſuaded; | * 2 

I. Give ſome reaſons bye ir is ſuch 3 diffett wort 
to pert! vade men of theſe goſpel truths. bod. 1 


3 


The patticulars are not ſet down in the text; ft tha 


would have run to a great length; and therefore” he. = > 3 
ſpeaks. only in general. But'I find theſe twelve things,” 3 


mentioned in ſcripturgy that we have in commiſſion <9. - | 


— — AY | 
perſuade you of. | EO SE 


I. We are to — men to be cunitced, 7 "IM = 
and converted * 4 


the ungodly and profane to turn and live; -and: if e 


a i 


will not turn, they mult burn for ever. Turn yer. and ES Bs 
live: on why will” e die, 0 houſe of Vrael? That is One ws -;<Y 


thing we are to'perſuade you of, to tell you that Chriſt - 
is ſtanding at the door and knock: ng; and he will take 
it th if you ref pen unto him. It is g great thing 


Werder and bas” Lark 1 by "9 ye haſt: nee 
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8 Mr. Jobe Weleh s Sermons 
3 "i _ Fer be! 55 we find this work to be the work of 
both nM and apoſtles. ' Jeremiah cries, Return Je 
4 — |  $ackfiiding children, and 1 will heal your baekſtidirgs, Jer, 
\ - i 22. Ezekiel fays'the ſame, chap. xXX&9i. 11. Turn 
* & turn pe and live, for why will 'ye die, O'bouſe of Iſruel : 
| — makes this alſo his work, Prov. i. 20. 23. ij 
— without, „e uttereth ber voice in the ſtreett. 
turn je at my reprogf: Jeſus Chriſt himſelf makes this 
work: 2 ays he, Except ye repent, ye [ball all likewij: 
. And fo did his apoſtles after him. We areto WM " 
2 and perſuade you to ſet about the work of faith 2nd WW ” 
repentance; fee Iſa. i. 2. Joel ii. 12. We have to per- * 
ſuade you to turn unto God; and to tell your danger, t 
= = if ye do nat. This preſuppoſes, that every man, and 
© -_ every woman have their back upon God. And we come Il ® 
E nh . to you, Sirs, that are yet ſtraugers unto God, and to ? 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and that are ſtrangers to the Holy Wl 7 
_ Spirit and the grace of depentance: We come to you 


= wr. 
=Yy : 


2 iat are ftrangers to God: and it is ſuppoſed, ſome of n 
- you may be thinking, what brought you here this day ? ct 
. 8 2 ..-. the Lord knows it was with no view to. worldly gain or ( 
I a 


outward advantage; but to perſusde you to turn unto 

God,. and be converted, and to let you know your haz- t 
ard and danger, awhile in an unconyerted fate: And a 
; therefore it is Your duty to be perſuaded; 1 {hall ge h 
1 vou theſe three perſwaſions in order thercunto. 3 


3 (1. ) If ye will not turn, ye thall die without grace, 
without faith, repentance, ©. The whole world and 
nich more cannot fave. you; Therefpre turn and ye i * 
ball live; but if not, Je "hall furely ie in your” inigtrities. j 
(.) Turg unto hin, and we; altare you. in his name, Wl © 
it mall be well with ou. We tell you he has a fatted il 
" "calf for yon; robes td put on vou: We tell you he has 
Al chat can make vou happy. -Sirs, you thall have 2 life 
of it here, and eternal life hereafter. And i in the 8 
*} „ Phace, We perſuade you, that Chriſt is hi good IM * 
© earneſt with you. You'll'wrong youtfelves,/ if ye accept IW. 
not of the offer. "Nay, ye will perich Bernally, It you l 
a gs Therefore, O be perſuaded unte this. K <M' 
1 2. Thing we ate to perſuade men to do, is to tell men. 
895 turn, and to turn to purpole.: for it 5 not every lort. , 
- of turning | that will do your turn. We find it in ſerip- 
tute, chat every kind of turning has not the everlaſting 
_ advantage with it, "Therefore the Lord enjoins his ler-: 


WS, to tell you to make he: thing 3 ak you do not 
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begulle ebe as to your turning. vo ell n 


tell them, that it is not every ſort of turning tRat Will do 


* a T7, + TER —_ 
A / v " * ” L EMS Eh 4 
* 5 p oo 
- 
— , R *, 4 
* F 
7 -, % 
' 4 hed "= an 7 
A, Hon 2 on v. 16 _ 
= „ hs 2 = 
— * N 
2 
At; ; 
. . 
- * 
- 


the turn; but ye muſt turn, and turn with all your heart $ 


and foul; this is it, to turn to purpoſe: and there a 
four motives I would give you. to en you to ſet 22 
bout a thorough repentance. And 

1. For a motive, Conlider that it is a 3 af s a thas. 
rough turning to God, that undoes many;ſouls. _ Thus 
many.. think they are perſuaded that they repent and 
turn to God; but they are _ almoſt e ag” 
therefore ſtick there, 


2. Conſidet᷑ that if ye repent = thoroughty, if ye turn | 


and turn not with your 5 heart, ye but lofe all your 
pains ; you never (ſo 10 Thea) get ſo much as thanks * 
your, work. And 


. Confider, that ve not only loſe your pains, Ws 12 CRE = | 


make the thing worſe. Many a man by his formal 
converſion, has a..ſhew of ſomething of the work of 
God, that makes bis caſe more deſperate, than that of „ 
workt Atheiſt in the world: for many a man's converſi 

that has lived under the goſpel, becomes more deſperate® 
and hopeleſs, then the gonycrſion of heathens.; for, bid 
him turn and be converted, -it never altets the matter 


12 him; ant WI 1 he thinks he has. ray Gone 1 If. 
1% consder $i "IF who- they are that Satan 


prevails. moſt with to cauſe them deſpair; be tempts men * 
to delay, and to halve their repentance, and to be 8 — 


critical therein; and then when he lias done that, 
will eally prevail. to make them deſpair. _ Ye did 7 
and ye did thats, ye went this length, and ye went that 


* 
# . 


5 


* 1 


* 4 


length, fays the enemy; and ye never made your Page -. , * 


good ; and think ye, that a little more will do yo our turn 
now? no, ye" need never think, that when ye dave ye. 
roked God with, your Crmality,, a little more . 

your turn. Now, theſe and the li- arguments: 8 


1 Th 


may uſe to make ſuch deſpair... Upon theſe conſiqder- 2 a 


tions I would have vou to make thorough work ** re- 


"* 


pentance; and I pray you conſider them. A->... 


3H 


3. Thing that miniſters have to perſuade, folk to "We 


is, to embrace Jeſus Chriſt as he is offered unto them in 


the goſpel. We are to perſuade you to claſe - with * 


as he Has ofiered' himſelt unto vou. This was the THE 


of e the Nr 5 25 the , * e 1 E 
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A. An 


er, YE Fork diſpleaſe the devil and wicked men; and! 
Know not, if ye owe them any thing elſe. And 


oY ff oa of him. For 


the Acts. What made Stephen have ſuch confidence, 
courage and boldneſs? He had two things to ſupper 
dim in this: he knew he was ſuffering for Jeſus Chril 

_- and he knew what was the ſufferer's reward. And 


reſt in Chriſt. Stephen had received Chriſt ; he had 


..-_ thers. Sirs, Pl tell you who will have leaſt to do 
8 death, even-theſe wy have been ol forward in givin 


rs Vn þ 1, 45 5 Wn 


bimſelf ber his aſcenſion; Says he to the church of 
" the Laodiceans,—F land at the door and knock ; if any 


Y * man bear my voice, and open the door, 1 will come in 1 


bim. That is, take him for a king, prophet and prieſt, 


ss he is offered unto you: and to perſuade you to this, 
take the following conſiderations : 


1.) Conſider what ye will do, if ye do it not. Do 
ye not think the day will come, that ye will wiſh ye had 


k done it ? The day will ſurely come that ye will wiſh ye 


Had Fa; him on- his offer, gag that 8 the worlt of 


(2.) Confider that the terms are eaſy, and fo eaſy, 
that it is,— He, every one that thirfleth, come ye unto the 
waters: and he that hath no money, come, buy and eat, wi. 
thout money and without price. Drink and drink fully. 


Would ye have larger terms than theſe: He that is « 


thirſt, let bim come: andwhoſoever will, let him come, and 
rale of the water of life fre ely. And 

. .) Conſider that there is nothing ſo. acceptable and 

-plealing unto God as this: and you make many: 


Tad heart by refuſing of him, And if ye receive him, it 


will be well-pleaſing to many; it will be the moſt accey- 
table thing ever ye did, for ye will thereby pleaſe God, 
angels and ſaints.— Ne will only diſpleaſe ſ ind Wick. 
ed men. Put theſe two in the balance: if ye do the ont, 
ye. will pleaſe God, angels and the ſaints; if the oth- 


(̃44.) Conſider the diſadvantages the refuſing of hin 
will bring unto you, and the advantages mow will han 


1. Ye may come forward with confidence; end tha 


> even before others, and when hardeſt ſet ON, as ye eel 


good example, or way-mark to walk by, in that vii. d 


2. Ye may by this attain to an aſſurance of an int: 
| Intereſt in him, and that yields him confidence. An 


Pl tell you, every one will have much ada to get matte 
right at death: but ſome will have more to do than 


aid 


». 


Dan Ignorance and unbelief are the d 5 
ſouls: therefore it is miniſters work to preſs them to be 


* * * a 
* wal . " 


nal 2 R. v. 10. '&. 


a retimony wr u kauſe of Jeſds Cheſt... They hae 


an open door in Haven to ſee K Chrift,,; 28 Sep 
in his ſufferings had. 


3. Will you conſider, that your in and gut is great RN | 


and ſo your puniſhment ſhall. alſo. be great: and thb i 


more, becauſe you have ſinned againſt the remedy. pros” 


vided, and againſt mercy,” And think ye that ey ſhall 


be thought worthy, who have done 10 ? Nay, of Sow 
much forer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be. _ tur 
by, 0ha hath trodden under foot the Son of G ad, —. COU 
ted the blood of the covenant an unh thing. He that de- 
ſpiſed Moſes's laws you know, died without mercy ;, and 
ſhall ye eſcape ? Here I would not be in your place who 
refuſe. Chriſt for ten thouſand worlds. But a 

4. Thing miniſters have to perſuade people of, is, to 
5cquaint themſelves with God: this js a part of our duty 
to preſs you. to. make up your acquaintance with Jeſus 
Chriſt : You will find, Job xxii. 21. that Eliphaz is ſent 
as a meſſenger to ſob: and what is his errand; that he 
has in commiſffion ? Is it not this, Acguaint now th af 
uith God, and be gt peace, thereby good ſhall come to t 


+ Acquaint, yourſelyes with his mind in his word, and re- | 


ceive the law from his mouth: lay it up, in your hearts: 
labour for wiſdom, and with all your getti ue rg 
muon 


acquainted with God. It was llaiah's work, 1a. xxvii. 


5, Or let him tale hold of my firength, that he may make 


ace with me, If ye knew the neceſſity of being acquain- 
teck with God, there would be no need of preſſing or 
perſuading of you: for when ye muſt meet with him af. 
ter death, the buſineſs will depend upon this. Wben 
they mall come and ſay, Lord, Lord, and pretend kind- 
neſs to him; then will he profeſs," 1 never. knew you. 


May not this perſuade * to make this to be Four Rudy 2 
now in time? A _ 


3. 'Thing that we are to . N is this, «> 
to devote and give up themſelxes wholly by a covenatits.” 


relation without reſer vation. This is what Paul profeſſes 4 oy 
in the 1 5, verſe of this ſame chapter, (wherein pur text - 


lies.) That they which live, ſhould not henceforth [ue Ph” 


unto themſelves ; but unto The thing we are to 


Perſuade you of, is, o ma 


e a real reſignation. of your 


ſebwes, aid all ye have, unto him; ſo that he may have 
y 3 of you, ara, 1 all that ye 72 | 
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pes, Ae your” iſe alſo, when he calls for them z that 
way fay, Lam not mine own; my children, my means, 
r. yea my very life, if * calls for it, is not my 
- Own. Make a full, free and abſolute reſignation of all 
unto God: and there are theſe two things, to perſuade 


to this . 
. Ye ſtand engaged unto it: there! is a tie 1225 vou, 
5 Fe are creatures. 4 PS 


aul, There is the tie of vedteription for redeeming 
love) and that 'is the ſtrongeſt tie of all; ſo there is a 
double obligation by creation and redemption lying upon 
you to do this. A 
* hing we are to perſuade you of; and you. have it 
3 xxvi. 26. 27. Paul was there perſuading Agrippa 
to be a Chriſtian; and he ſays almoſt thay perſuade eft me 
tobe 4 Chriſtian. 80 the great thing we have to do is to 
_ perſuade you not only almoſt, but altogether to be 
chriſtians. The 
7. Thing we have i in commiſſion to perſuade you of, 
and that is, obedience unto all God's commands ; 3 
this ſams up the whole duty God requires of man: Be- 
cauſe God requires wagerlal obedience unto his rexeal- 
ed will as ye have it Pfal. cxix. 6. Then ſhall I not le 
aſhamed, when T have reſbect unto all "6 commandments, 
The 8 
8. Thing we have in our commiſſion is to berliade | 
men to be faithful to Jeſus Chriſt ;/ faithful ta his word, 
his covenant, his cauſe, intereſt, and deſpiſed truths. | 
The | 
9- Thing we are to perſuade you to, is, ts de . Y 
- ful under the croſs of Chriſt; and the ground of that is 
This; ye ſhall alſo reign with him, they have a fair allow- 
ance 7 ſuffering, and this we have to tell you of. The 
10. Thing we have to perſuade you to, is, not only - 
to do duty upon neceſſity or conſtraint, but make it yaur 
delight to ſerve God, his commands are 6 far from be- 
ing grievous, that they ſhould be our delight: and Jet 
dio not truſt in duty. The | 
11. Thing we are to perſtiade you unto, is Wipes in 
all manner of life and conver/ation : be holy in your eating, 
and drinking, your diſcourſe, your buying, e and 
in. all your converſation. The 
12. And laſt thing we are to ; perſuade then and womeh 
to, is to be reſolved about the cauſe of Chriſt nand . 8 
5 Wa not to halt bet Veen two opinions. K 125 
| ht 


td "ION * / ath. * a fS n „ 


000000 / ( a. 


what Eich perſuaded the people of Iſrael of, when be 
fays, 1 Kings xviti. 21. the Lord be God, Alm him * 
and if Baal, then follew him;—That i is another thing mi- 


niſters Mould do, to preſs them ti be poſitive and reſoly- 


ed about, the cauſe of Chriſt. Chriſt himſelf, when he 
ſawea great multitude following, turned about and aid... 
untd them,—whoſoever will come after me, let him det 

bimfelf und take up his croſt and follow me. Chriſt — 
have folk to be reſolved what th@ are doing; and wi 
reſpe&t, miniſterꝭ muſt tell them to beware of loving! 'the 
world too much. They muſt rather hate it, and count. 
it unprofitable : and there is a good ground for it; be- 
cauſe it is an enemy to religion: it many times mars com- 
munion with God, and his coming to them, and makes 
many a plea betwixt him and his people. Now theſe 
are ſome of the things miniſters mult perſuade people to. 


i. The ſecond thing to be ſpoken unto, is the Ps 
or reaſons upon which they are to be perſuaded or preſ- 
ſed. Lihall only mention theſe four following. 

1/7. The doing of theſe things is of abſolute neceſſity. 
It is neceſſary that ye be converted and ſaved, that je 
tarn, and turn to purpoſe, that ye embrace Jeſus Chriſt 
as he is offered in the goſpel, &c. and ſo be ſaved, or elſe 
lie in your, fins and be eternally damned, and fo adjudg- 
« unto everlaſting torment. Is not the damnation- of 
immortal ſouls a thing of weight and moment? and 
therefore is ĩt any wonder that miniſters uſe all arguments 
to perſuade you to do all theſe things? ſeeing they are 


fo-, abſolutely neceffary that without the doing of them, 


all the world « cannot faye you from bell and eternal 
ruin, 
2009, They are not "Ir abſolutely. i „ 
preſent neceflity. They muſt be done, without. delay, 
go or never, no repentance after death; and the long- 
er they are delayed, they became the more difficult to 
be done : and therefore theſe things are. ot : preſent” ** 
ceſſity as well as abſolutely neceſlary. N 
3dly Great are the advantages. that attend; and aha, 


ſays, it is a duty to ſet about luch a work. O the * 


vantage of gaining but one fovl to Chriſt! - O the 


| Vantage of confirming and eſtabliſhing one ſout-'in the 
hour of tentation | It is worth all the. pains a miniſter | 


rg be * be he ſhould labour all his Gang and O the 
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LY 1 | 
* that come to the foul, and that accrue unto 

's pf 

Ki 4 4% A Aare ground or reaſon may be taken "LA 

2 Lo the advantages that allo this ſo abſolute 4 duty of per. 

2 ſuading men to believe, repent, and be ſaved; and to 

let them know that if they do not, thay 2 05 for 

* _ which brings them to the 


m. Thing to be tpn: to to; and that | is ih 
ſo many arguments to perſuade miniſters to make 
| this their work; yet we find it a work that thrives but 
very badly m their hands. Now, I ſhall give you ſome 
reaſons for this: and firſt from miniſters that have this 
for their work : Secondly from people themſelves: and 
_ laftly from the providence of God. And | 
I, From miniſters who have this for their work”, 
as, 
1 They ate either fuch, that although by their words 
they perſuade to ſuch things, aud preſs ſuch things u- 
pon others, their on practice ſays the contrary.— 
They preach up God and holineſs in words; but in 
deeds they deny them. This is the kind of preaching 
that will neyer profit nor perſuade folk ; and it is a kind 
of preaching that there is enough of in theſe days we 
hve in. They bid us believe, repent and be holy; bit 
then look _ d fee what thelr own life and practice bids 
do... A 
OF Reaſon is, that furs are many miniſters whoſe 
lives and converſations" may be heither ſcandalous nor 
- profane; yet they are not ſo ſerious as the matter re- 
quires : they do not preſs nor perſuade folk with that 
ardency and ſcriouſneſs. that matters of ſuch an abſolute 
neceffiry and concern do require. Can we think that 
hen it comes thro our lips 16 cool and drboping, that it 
is ke to freezg in Our mouths, that it will do good or 
, "oth others; being delivered "with ſuch a flow ſpirit of 
- Indifferency; e M were 2 thing that might be eicher done 
or not done at pleaſure. A 
e “Reaſbn is, that though ſometimes miniſters may be 
echat ſerious and fer vent in it; yet they never lay 
tloſe ßege to the heart; but treat matters with a gene- 
ral indifferency. They will tell you, that you ſhould re- 
pent; but they never tell you what ye are to repent of, 
hor the IPL of it and it will be Jong I that kind 
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- Upon : Oy. © v. 10. 1 
F it take effect upon the heart, . kan 
neu reproved, nor duty warmly prefſoc and ä 
commended as a thing of abſolute — T 
2dly, A ſecond reaſon is ſm people themſelves :/ and "IJ 
there are two things that greatly occaſion this: N 
1. The great ignorance and unbelief of the hearers. - » 
They know not the things that we: perſuade them of. 
Nor do they really believe what is preached unto them: 
When we tell them of communion with God, heaven, 
eternal life, .&c. they know nothing about any of theſe 
things. — When we tell them of the neceſſity of convers. 
fion 3 that they * either be converted, or they will 
be condemned; they do not believe that.—If we tell 
them that hell is opening its mouth to receive them, 
that wrath is abiding them, and that there is no eſcap- _ 73 
ing of theſe, but by turning unto God in and thro':Jeſus ” i 
Chriſt 3 that cannot be believed neither. So this is ne 
great reaſon why men and women will not be N 
their ignorance and unbelief. The: we I 
2. Gbſtruction is, that theſe things we ſpeak and; per- 
ſuade yow of, are far out of fight. Heaven that we bid 
them ſeek ek after, i is out of view. The hel we bid them 
beware of, is far out of ſight. n 8 
z. Region comes from the providence of God; 175155 
That this work. comes ſo bad ſpeed in our hands. He 
has taken away the bleffing; na l. has withdrawn his gra-. 
cious and comtortable. preſence. The time was, chen 
the arm of the Almighty went along with the preaching 
a word; but now the bleffing, power and che: x. HO 
the goſpel taken away *. AMOS VERS FEST: 
' 64 4; + * 3 
9514 1 come. oa ſhort word 56 N ee 
thercin: I ſhall dieide all hearing me | into theſefour or 8 
tve claſſes following. And EEE 
I. The firſt ſort is ſuch as are altoptther n >: 
God ; mvithout, God, without Chriſt, being aliens to be 
7 commonwealth of Iſrael, and firangers from the covenants of * 
promiſe. And I conceive, that there are not a few of 
that denomination here, that are yet ſtrangers to God, 
. and n. 3 There are 1 of 75 ee 
1 e 
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4 8 * How applicable is this — our ume * rcp 

N the efficacious power of the Spirit atte nding the word js 

comparatively. gone, ſo that on us is accompliſhed that word, 
Iv; 2,—— But the word did not profit them, not wag 
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| mixed with faith in * that hear it. 
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ba lived under the drop of the goſpel, that are yet in a 
rg estate. Le were ignorant Atheiſts before; and 
Je are ſo yet.. The thing I would ſay unto you is, that 
_ what: we came this day unto you for is this; that you 
| + 74 _ would pow lock about you, and conſider your ways, as 
2 ra bare it, Hag. i. 3. Thus fatth the Lord of hoſts,” confi. 
> ger er auays. This thing the Lord would have you do. 
= "Drconkder what you are, and what you are doing,— 
F - Confider in what eſtate you are in by nature, and whi- 
1 ther you will go, if you continue in that eſtate. Con- 
ider your ways, and turn unto the Lord, and live; ſeek 
that the Lord would turn you unto himfelf. Put if you 
B turn not, make ready for hell, that meeting place of all 
Hh torment and woe; and even a hotter hell than the bel} 
* af Sodom. - O make you for torment, and that an into- 
terable torment worſe than the torment of Sodom and 
Gomozrab. My. exhortation unto you, is, live not 2 
moment longer in that condition, which is fo dange- 
rous. Doh, hell and damnation wil be upon you: 
and all the world, nay all the angels in heaven, cannot 
©. fave you ſrom it, while living in that-condition.—There- 
ſore vuhbut delay flee out of it into Jeſus Chriſt: reſt 
not à moment longer; for if ye die im that condition, 
* . 2 world nne ſave you from * Sod. deſtructi- 
1 . of folk Kere, as 1 fopyole, are, they that 
base had ſome reſolutions, and have been half perſuad- 
” edto reform their ways: they have been almoſt per- 
- fuaded to be Chriſtians; but never altogether perſuaded. 
Ie have never made your point good ; but arc juſtwhere 
ve were. Well, the ves I would fax unte vou, is, ei- 
her make thorough work ; be thorough in the buſineſs, 
and be perſuaded ; otherwiſe perſuade yourſelves, : and 
I., in the name of the Lord, perſuade you, that it thall | 
make your caſe worſe, and leb hopeful than the: caſe of 
3 _ Pagans. 1 A * 
3 Sort of ſolk that I would ſpeak to, is, HE: who. 
were once zealous and forward in religion ; but now 
they zre turned cold, and fallen from their firſt love. 
A word: to you that once appeared hot and zealous for 
* God, and are now turned key-cold. Confider your ways 
before it be too late; for if ye give way unto ſuch back- 
=. . Hiding courſes, your caſe may at length become deſperate 
IE on our * n FR at IU ould ſoy, unto * 2 


ea \ - 9 
= ; 


© 


|, / 


way has in it. And 
It iss pleafant way Al wid. 46 « Wage een. , 


that way z but bleſſed is the man that wreſtles; a 
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be of Tek W % 71 F Y =% 5 
is, Remember from ee. thou art Fallen, ae, 2 
* works, A EEE.” 3 Y 
ort is; 2 cope poor murmuring — . 
pale ſtill nee INS of Cod“ What 
have ta ſay them, is, better thoughts of God ;. - 
or aſſure yourſelves he will make ſomething fall in ur 15 
way, ny ory haye better-or worſe —__ 
of him. Y ey" 1 a — We 
Laſtly, 1 * ſay this one word to thoſe that are . 
7 godly : fight it out, Sirs.— Run the Chriſtian race ſet 
. you : run; and run with patience: ye will cok 
to the end ot it thortly. - Ne faithful unte bim that hath 
called yo. Let not the world, nor your own corrupt 
hearts make you flinch from it. And I ſhall give you 
ſome ragtives to preſs. you to Talaue and conſtancy 
n your Chriſtian courſe. And 
1, Hold on, for it has four properties that no o her 


* 


3 * 


Nlaſa ntneſs, and all her natht are peace. And | 

; % Thea of all ie apa the only — and le 
way: * 

2 Hold on 300 it 15 an Sibrpabie way 3 7 perry much 
credit and dignity will follow on it. It is the moſt cre- 
_ way that ne; 7” went ng av fh you ſhall find | 

And s 2 a 

42105 Itisa bleſled WAY | Ft Machete as ap ppend- SEE 
el to it. It has the promiſe both of this life, 24 of ae 
which i is to come..; and. happy is the man that walkow 
it, Says the Plalmiſt, B Wed 5; 16 every and thay, Tears the 
Lerch * walketh in his way #4 i, — = 

20, Holg-0n-your way, believers; faint. not, ll 
is the way that all the worthies have gone in, 2 a” 8 oj 
zone before yon. The whole ſufferers and cloud TIES 
neſſes for Chriſt that are no.] triumphin 18 in heaven paß Wee 2a 
gone in that way before you ; aud they 1 are all IAf Jed 


Jafe on the, palm, "es of Immanuel land, and o = 
E 


from all their difficulties. for it is a lafe. "Way—Inde: 
it is like, ye will alſo meet with, o 7 war and erolics 


itout,.. And bleſſed is he that endures Auch the end 4he * 
Jame ſhall be ſaved.———+Now the Jiprd, hi 
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gui. of the travel of bis fob, and foal be ahl 
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besass Srawos.] . 


5 OW, Sirs; have ye Faith Sagt you to believe 
_ the faithful and true faying of God ? Tt tel you 
Vo news, Sirs, that I am Fare (hal make your hearts 
"glad, if ye believe: but if ye believe not the promiſes, 
. ve promiſe you no good, HII tell you good news; . the 
cient decrees of the Father, 8on aud Holy 
"Bal take effect to all the intentꝭ and pu FRE ke bas 
fed in himſelf, according to his manifold wil 
from all eternity; and particularly that great de- 
gn "of God that he has purpoſed in himfelf for the 
redemption of loft finners, ſhall be accompliſhed. —Ne- 
ver à Toul that he hath undertaken for to the Father, 
but ſhall be brought in to believe; never à privilege 
"that he has ed for them, but they hall obtain 
de poſſeſflon of it —T know there are ſome of n khr 
concern yourſelves about the way of God: and its Hke- 
e por ener this day. I would ye had more 
* you have ; fear for finning,' fear for the an- 
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But, bleſſed be the Lord, we have an unmovable un- 
fear, ye need not fear tilis; that our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 


he has accompliſhed all that 


from God that our bleſſed Lord ſoall ſee the. travel uf bis 
their feet to it, they ſhall not be able to hinder it. 


z; we have our Lord's ſufferings pointed forth, bath what " 
his ſufferings were, what was the cave, and who: was 2 
the party he had to do with, which was God the Fa-. 
ther; and upon him: were laid the iniquities of ugall.— * 9 


them. Some divines call him the evangelical prophet;; 
_  propheſying..of Chriſt's ſufferings as if they ad een 
done already. Unto, the oth verſe, and-from'that'to 

_ the end, we have the ſucceſs, fruit or product of his 
ſufferings, and the victory and conqueſt he obtained 
thereby. It is ſaid in the end of the 10th verſe, le 


fare of Feb 11 proſper in hig band, Whatever op- 
= 9 he We 


And here in the wards, we have, in the firſt „ 


.. ed 


of God. ee two feats, I would let o 


* p them : but I ama nſive, ye have ſome. fears. {5 Il 


hearts that have' * in them; fearsfor 5 *Y 


The enemies of this: generation, their wiles and malicious - *% 2 
devices that they conſtantly practiſe againſt che goſpel, 9 
and the preaching of it: - ye are afraid, that they mar 


Chriſt's ſucceſs therein. Truly if ye had no more but 
what is viſible, I would fear your fear in ht 499. 


dation to ground us againſt theſe fears. Whateter xe 


will be obſtructed in any part of ſucceſs he has deſigned 
unto himfelf : But in ſpite of all that hell or men on 
earth can deviſe, (and that i is no ſmall deſpite) ye may 
ſay, that he ſhall carry on Work of the goſpel, until 
is ſoul has travelled for. — _ - | 
Therefore, for renewing of the impreſſions of our Lords 
ſufferings in Scotland, bath in that and this place, which 


I fear may be forgotten by believers long ſince ; to 5e. - MF 


new the impreſſion of Which, and to eſtabliſh .yaur - 2 
hearts that are trembling for chis goſpel, leſt it be maren 


red, and our Lord / Jeſus be l in his ſucteſs 1 1 


have read theſe werds; in which we dave an aſfhunee f = 
Hul, and be ſatisfied;s and though all his enemies fer 7 
In the beginning/of this chapter to the toth Werte 5 . 1 


Here Iſaiah — out bis ſutferings, as if he had em 1 4 


ſhall ſee bis feed :\ he ſhall prolong bis days, and rig pla. 


meet with in diſcharging r : 
of his Father ; it ſhall all proſper in his hand. 7 1 


Ag aurance dhat ene, 1 
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iſhment of all his fruit and travel ; Los an 
F tbe eravel of- his foul, and be ſatisfied. 4 
„ Ye have the manner how this accompliſh. ö 


| : 2 


3 
F- 5 = nt mal be brought about as to particular believers 
That 'thall be juſtified ; and that is by the faith of Jeſus 


Chriſt. This is one promiſe; — his knowledge fhall my 
bene ſervant jufti 25 many.— They ſhalt be juſtified : 
Sr t#howledge, or the acknowledging of him by faith, 
a” m4 5p many; ngt all, but many, i. c. all that 
him to be the Saviour, and their Sa- 
— doſe with him by faith; and the confirmati- 
on en geen in the clote of the verſe, for be ſball 
bear their iniquities, —N ow, we ſhall take up that part 


' Lord 8 before mentioned that he was to ſuffer, 
e ball fee the travel of his Py 1 bis foul 
a travel. And Y 

(I.) It is called Wel- ust be excluding bodily fo: 


by a figure, herein the more excellent or noble part is 

put for tlie wholt : the travel of th fout including the 

boch; and fo it is ralled the travel of the ſouu. 
(2. It is called ſo in reſpect that the {0ul of Chriſt, 


8 did ſuffer more, and Wore grievghily, being more capa- 


- ble of ſufferin the wrath of God than the body was : 
| his ese fr e * asg here 


beni 0 
2. The ſecond Slag bare; in "hed Wordt +, the 
aſſurance that our Lord ſhalbobtain the Fruit of his foul's 


tratel: 2 it ĩs here called the travel of his ſoul by another 
wherein the procuring cauſe i put for the effect, 


* 


1 2 e fall ſee the travel of bis fault and the fruit of his pain; 


* 
_—_ * 
.- 


he ſhall ſee all he fulfilled and accompliſhed, that he tra- 


velled and laboured, or was at pains. for and therefore 


he ſhalt fee the travel of it. of + 5 S+ . 


3. Thing ye have in the words, is; che teſult of the - 


2 of his ſoul's travel > the fruit of it ſhall 
be to his ſoul's ſatisfaction, he Hl be ſatisfied. He ſhall 


ſee it accompliſhed ſo fully, exactly and fuſficiently, 


that he ſhall want nothing he travelled for; He fall 


have full fatisfaction, and thanks de to God, that it is 


n ccording to his meaſure, and riot according to ou hey- 


| v0 * that we might * had. We would have - 


1 


_of the verſe we have read in theſe kbree things follow- 
. A Wert e of all che ſufferings — 


2 but including them; but it is called ſoulztravel 


- 
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beehifariied with leſs; but it vill be accompliſhed ac 
cording to dur Lord's ſouls defire ; and he {hall be well- 
ple With it, he ſhall Rave great complacency i in i 


er de Year FN WE 


nd ir4Þ411'be the joy of his foul, and the rejoicing of his  - 


heart. When he thall ſee all the different pieces of the. © 


fruit that his foul travelled for, and bought ſo dear, he, ws : 
mal have great pleaſure and delight in them. * 


But I ſhall not ſtop longer on the words, nor . 7 


cing doctrines from them : what we ſhall notice from = 


the text irfelf, ſhall be In theſe doctrines following. 8 


Docr. 1. Ir i, 4 truth, that our Lord Je/ eſus Chr: 72 
ig endure a * ore ſeul s travel for the fins his People. 


Ale hence notice, that if this is the way, Our Lord | 


Fus Chriſt had a foul. A certain kind. of heretics 


denied, that he bad a ſoul, maintaining that he had 


the deity joined—unto his body, whereby they made 
him æ mock man only. But if he had no: a an, 6 
perſon; ſoul and body, joined to the Godhead, 


would be leſs than h 4 man. But the ſcripture — 
he was perfectly man, and perfectly God, in two diſtinct 
natures, but” one . perſon, having both ſoul and body : _ 
Wherefore in all thing g4,it behoved him to be made * unto _ 


bir brethren. &&, i 


Aud further notice, Mat his ſufferings behoved Kt 60 F | 


in his foul, as well as in his body. And thanks be to 


God for it : and good reaſon that his ſoul ſuffered, fnce At 


he conde ended to become the ſurety or cautioner for 


ar fonts. © The ſoul is the chief ſinner; all the ſins our 


dodies act, are from the corruptions of our filthy ſouls. 


Therefore ur Lord's ſufferings, behovedto be in his foul; IN 
becauſe the ſoul i is the fountain from whence all corrup- 


48 


tions come: ſin ſprings from within the heart. It is that 


which proceeds from within the man, ſays our Lord, 


that defiles the man. All the actions of the body are by. 5 


nature, . and unclean, but all uncleanneſs ariſes > 


from 


3 » * "I. 4 4 * 4 . * 


t Perhaps” * means the aycient- heretics TA 3 


hr iſt or ly aſſumed mai p's body; but not his foul 4 or the AB. 


linarifts' who, tht ugh they Franted that he aſſumed man's 

and a ſenſitive ſoul- et he had not the reaſonable or 'otellecl 
got of man: or. "that branch of the Arian berety which held 
tht Chrift 
(help OO i Soekates * eb: * of all 12)igions, F. 
"Oh C, 20% 8 | 


s diviricy ſupplied the place of his human foul, 18 | 
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from the ſoul or heart. Well, 6ur Lord ſuffered in his 
ſoul, for that we ſinned in our ſouls. But I ff peak of the 
travel of Chriſt's ſoul; and it is long ſince ye heard of 


this; but it is longer ſince he underwent this ſore travel 
. of ſoul and I am afraid leſt ĩt be forgotten. But it ſhall 


„not be forgotten; for there ſhall be a remembrance of 


His death untill he come again unto judgment, and ap- 
pear-in the ſight of all. Alas, I fear, the impreſſion of 
it be much worn off your ſpirits this day. The day has 
been that the ſoul ſufferings of Chriſt would have been 
2 doQrine that would have been heard with pleaſure; 


chen exerciſes of conſcience was among believers about 
ſin, and the wrath of God for fin. We cannot tell what 
is in this; but we ſhall ſpeak a word to it now, when 


the devil and his emiſſaries are doing all they can to caſt 
down the foul ſufferings of Chriſt , and to add more ſut- 
fering unto him in his myſtical members. But firſt, let 
me premiſe before I ſay any more on the ſubject, that 
Chriſt's ſufferings were ſuch as never man ſuffered the 
like of, nor is ever mere man poſſibly able to ſuffer the 
like again, yea, the ſoul ſufferings of Chriſt are beyond 
all that preachers can expreſs. The evangeliſt gives a hint 
of it. But in its fulneſs, it canngt be deſcribed at all, 
unleſs ye could tell us, what is the weight of the infinite 
juſtice of God. But I ſhall point out lomewhat of it 
in a few particulars. | 

1. He ſuffered in his ſoul; as the 1 of? Nis aul had 
a conjunction and union with his body, ſo it became a 
partaker of all his bodily POET by. ſympathy. 
AZ: -- 

(1. ) In reſpect that his ſoul travelled by being confined 
within a mortal body of clay. Well, ſays the apoſtle, 


when ſpeaking of the ſoul, Vor we that are in this ta- 


bernacle do groan, being burdened, &c. And far more 
reaſon had Chriſt to ſay ſo, dwelling in a tabernacle of 
r 
(2.) His ſoul ſuffered in all his ſinleſs human infirmi- 
ties by reaſon of the union, and ſympathy ariſing there- 
from. His ſoul travelled in all theſe pieces of human 
frailty: 


Yo How ilicable i is this to the Arminian and Socinian teach · 
ers in this day, who, though they hive not the confidence 10 
ert Chriſt a meer man only; vet do ſo explainaway the me- 
rit and efficacious virtue of his blood and ſufferings, as to 
leave him no more preeminence than an infefior deity, à ver} 
godd man, or aa illuſtrious martyr now glonied, 


=—4 = —weae}y ow £2 1 = 
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frailty : he had communication with us in weakneſs of 
body, hunger, thirſt, wearineſs, Sc. All theſe affec- 
ted his ſoul ; his ſoul travelled by ſympathy in all theſe 
outward miſcries; he himſelf bare our infirmities: for 
we have not an high prieft that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities s but wut in all points tempted at 
we ore, yet without fin, _ iv. 15. And 4 

(3.) His ſoul ſuffered alſo in all the perſecutions he 
met with upon his body; inflicted upon his body by di- 
vine appointment in all his huntings and chaſſings from 
place to place, buffeting, and reproaches that were caſt 
upon him,—His ſoul ſuitered alſo in all the torture and 
pains inflicted upon him by tormenting his naked body 
with a crow: of thorns and nails on the croſs; beſides 
ſmiting with rods, plucking off the hair, ſpitting on his 
| bleſſed face, piercing his fide, hands and feet, till blood 
and water came out, in all theſe his ſoul ſuffered in 
ſympathy with his body: and we may alſo obſerve, that 
they were more immediately the ſufferings of the ſoul, 
, wherewith the body had a ſympathy and did tuffer, and 
was affected with oftimes (when no outward. infolenc= 
was offered) by being under a time of abſence from his 
Father's houſe, and diſtant from the immediate fruition 
of his Father and his God in glory; that is a ſoul travel 
even in a believer, '2 Cor. v. 6. While we are at hom? 
in the body, aue are abſent from the Lord. As to that im- 
mediate enjoyment of him in his foul in glory, this was 
a ſoul travel to Chriſt to be ſo long away from his Father's 
houſe. | FF. | 

2. His ſoul travelled by many aſſaults and ſoul temp- 
tations, from the devil. This was a travel of ſoul to 
Chriſt, and one of his laſt ſteps of humiliation, that 
he ſtooped ſo low as to be buffeted and aſſaulted by tae 
foul ſpirit z and that by horrid temptations. Though. 
there was nothing in him the enemy had to work upon 
that was capable of aflenting or conſenting to any temp- 
tation; yet it was a fore ſoul-travel unto him to be aſſaul - 
ted ſo with theſe, as is clear from Mat. iv. ana + e 
iv. Fall down (ſays the devil) and <vorſhip me. I defy 
one to be tempted with a more ugly temptation than this 
and this was not at one time only: it is hinted, Luke iv. 
2 That when the devil had ended - theſe got 
Ie departed from him for a feaſon, implying he met w. 
— — and 12 N as he had a holy ſinlefs 
reluctancy in his fleth ;--his nature had an * of 
Writ | tREIE ; 
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theſe : and likely enough, the devil's tempting him was 
to make him relinquiſh the work he had to do. A 
3. Thing his ſoul had to travel with, was the weight 

of all the fins and abominable tranſgreſſions of the elect 

upon him, with all their aggravations. In the form- 
er words of the chapter, it is faid,—The Lord bath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all Our Lord took upon 

Kim this heavy load to preſs down his ſoul. He charg- 
es himſelf with all their fins; and it was but righteous. 
with God to charge him with all. He ſtood under the 
' Built of your ſin and mine before and after converſion, 
with all their aggravations againſt light, love, and con- 
victions. O the heavy weight and foul travel he was 
under !——God abhors nothing but ſin: he has a love 
to all his creatures, but his foul hates the monſter fin: 
for the holy God to bear ſuch a weight. of that which 
alone. is loathſome to him, that was a fore foul travel 
indeed. He laid upon him the miquities of us all, Viow- 
ever, it was well upon his back, to what it would have 
been upon ours: for when all is done, he had that weight 
upon him, that would have ſunk down all the elect (yea 
the whole race of Adam) unto the bottomleſs pit for 
ever and for ever more. A N 
4. Thing his ſoul travelled with, was, the curſe of 
God's law; the fatisfattion of a broken covenant of 
works lying upon the elect for all their tranſgreſſions of 
God's holy law; a curſe for every fin with its aggravati- 
ons: as many fins as many curſes : cur ſins are gone up 
above our heads more than we can number; ſo as many 
curſes lay upon the head of our Lord Jeſus. , Every one 
of the elects ſins lay upon him, and his ſoul travelled un- 
der them all, Gal. iii. 10. Whoſcever is under the 
works of the lan, is under the curſe; for it is ritter, 
curſed is every one that continueth nat in all things written 
in the book of the law, to do them. The law lavs abund- 
ance of duties upon thee; and then the curſe is upon 
_ thee, if thou do thein not perſeRly, conſtamtly, and 
without halt, all the days of thy life: He had all theſe 
Eurſes to lie under. So we have it inthat 13, verſe, —— 
Feſus Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe of the low ; 
and how was that? Was it by a word of interceſſion 
with the Father? No it was by taking theeurſe on him- 
elf; by being made a curſe for us. O. good naws, that 
the bleſſing of Abraham might come on them that be- 
lieve ! a brave exchange! he takes all your cutrſcs wy 
. | Im, 
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* 1 gives us all the bleſſngs that he purchaſed for 


2 Thing that our Lord travelled 8 Was. hs tor- 


menting pains of the fiery ſcorching vrath of an of- | 


fended God. What pains do you imagine the infinite 
and ſpotleſs holy law, and the juſtice of Gad exact 
and require of a law condemned ſinner ?. even-as much 


torture and extremity .of ſorrow and pain as infinite juſ- 


tice can deviſe. It is faid,—ear bath nat heard, nor 

len, nuhat is laid up for them that love him. So the lite 
pains are reſerved for the ungodly in hell: all theſe pains 
he endured in his ſoul. Ve know not, ye know not 
what ſoul torment is: many would flee from it, if they 
could get rid of it: but they cannot. But he 8 - 


this to endure, that made the poor frail body cry 


with tears, Who knows the power of his wrath F- + Al 
ail the angels in heaven, they cannot tell yau : aſk all 
the devils in hell that have had ſome proof of it theſe 
more than five thouſand years, they cannot tell you: 

but aſk our Lord, he knows the power of the Father's 


wrath ; it was fuch a power of torment, that if all the 


angels in heaven, and all the men upon earth had been 
in his one body, they would all have ſuccumbed, pe- 


riſhed, and quitted the work with ſhame.—-But he, and 


he alone, ſtood under the wrath of God the Father; 
becauſe the perſon ſuffering was God: God was with, 
and in bim: he was in his perſon reconciling the world 
unto himfelf. Without his own ſoul ſuffering, all had 
been loft and gone together. A 

6. Soul's travel he endured, was, the contradifion i 


ſinners againſt himſelf, Heb. xii. 3. It was not only his 


body, but even kis ſoul ſuffered under the contradièti- : 
on of ſinners; and that in different reſpects. 

(1.) Under their unbelief. They would not believe 
him when he had been preaching all the day unto them: 
that was a contradiction. He was greeved for the hard- 
ef of their bearts, that they would not believe the goſ- 
pel : and ſo his foul ſuffered upon this account. IN 

(2.) He met with contradiCtions by their frequent eſ— 
ſays to diſpute him out of the great doctrines of the goſ- 
pel and man's ſalvation. When he had preached thete 
up all day, they offered to preach them all down again: 
this was a contradiction of ſinners. And 

(3:) His ſoul ſuffered in all their reproaches caſt upon 
him, . him a glutton, a drunkard, a wine- bibber, 

K 2 a friend 
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a friend of publicans and fonners : nay, a devil and the 
worſt of devils : this was a ſore ſoul-travel and grief un- 
to him. It is ſaid of him, Pſal. Ixix. 20. Reproach hath 
- broken my heart. He that was hely, harmleſs and unde. 
filed, to be called a vile ſinner ; and a companion of no- 
torious finners, He ſuffered the taunting, the mocking, 
| Pointing with the finger, wagging of the head, clapping 
|,  --of the hands: he was thus the object of all their ri. 
dicule; and this affected his ſoul alſo. - | 
(4.) He ſuffered by their blaſphemous mouths, even 
jn the greateſt agonies of his ſuffering, when hanging 
on the croſs. - They then ſaid; I he be the Son of God, 
bet him come down from the croſs now, and we will believe 
on bim.—He ſaid, he truſted in God : let him deliver him 
not. All this he likewiſe ſuffered. 

(.) He ſuffered contradictions even from his own 
friends and diſciples, by their uubelief. They could not 
caſt the devil out of the poor child. —How lang ſhall J 
' ſuffer you ? bring him unto me. This alſo appeared in 
his many expoſtulations with them: O ye of Hitle Faith: 
and it alſo ſometimes made him ſigh — groan in ſpi- 
rit, when he ſaw their unbelief, When he came to 

- raiſe Lazarus, he heard them ſaying, Could not he that 
opened the eyes of the bliud, have hindered this man to 
have died? they gave all over for hopeleſs; while he is 
advancing and going on to the work, they are ſtill quar- 
reling with him : and he gets another grief from Mar- 
tha, who ſaid, Lord, hy this time he flinketh. This 
was a new grief: but he got above all this: Said I not 

unto thee, that 1 92 thau coy believe, thou ſpouldſt ſee the 
glory of God ? 

47. — he was under, was, the deſertion and 
deprivation of the light of God's countenance and fa- 
vour. Never a ſoul travelled under ſuch a meaſure of 
this: the want of the light of his Father's countenance, 

was indeed a ſore ſoul- travel unto him. — All the deſerti- 

ons believers meet with, are but partial eclipſes; but 
this was a total eclipſe: no ſpark of light, not a blink 
of his Father's favour here, when he had moſt need of 
it, and moſt ado with it: not the leaft blink of his Fa- 

ther's countenance for his conſolation z nothing but a 

conflict with pure juſtice, exact and fore juſtice ; ſo that 

: he cries out, My God, my God, why haft thou forſaken 
we? And it was no matter of ee that mate 

in 
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him cry out before ſo many witneſſes. I warrant ſome 


would have ſtumbled at this: But ſtumble as they will, 


he would have it made manifeſt for our eternal conſo- 


lation; and to let us all know that there was not one 
penny of any believer's debt unpaid: nay, until he 


had paid the utmoſt farthing, no favour could he have; 
ſo that he cried, O my Father, by haft thou forſaken 


me ? Vet thou art my God; I hold thee by faith, al- 
though I am made to grapple with Riot, pars and ſr- 


vere juſtice. And 


Laſtly, Our Lord travelled under extreme ſorrow and 

jef: ſometimes he was ſo racked with holy forrow, 
that he was ſcarcely able to ſubſiſt or hold out a moment 
longer. MA) foul, ſays he, 15,exceeding ſorrowful, even 
unto death, 0 ſorrowful ſorrow | He was a man of ſor- 
row, and acquainted with grief, Ifa. liti. 3. Sometimes 
he was put to an extremity of horror: the ſorraws of 
death and hell compaſſid me about ; and many times theſe 
his holy fears proved, as it were, diſtracting ; ſo that 


many times he was put to prayer and ſupplication with 


ſtrong cries and tears for fear of the awful wrath of an 


offended God; and ſometimes his affections have been 


ſo exerciſed and commoved without any outward diſ- 


turbance, that they brought on him, as it were, a holy 


damp of ſoul : ſo that while ſpeaking unto his diſciples, 
he is lleised with ſuch terror and amazement, that he is 
made to ſay, John xii. 27, Now 7s my foul troubled ; and 
o hat ſhall I fay.? So that you and I need not be aſham- 
ed to be put to a non-plus, when it fared ſo with him. 
It is true, he was not long at that with it; for he im- 
mediately cries out, Father, glorify wy name. 

Now, Sirs, wherefore was all this? Sure it was not 
for his own ſake : and the Lord never inflicted any pu- 
niſhment upon any creature but for ſome certain cauſe : 
uow, what was the reaſon or cauſe his ſoul was at all 
. travel? It was 

Becauſe the elect had tranſpreſſed God's law; and 
fo » were at variance with him, and he with them. They 


had loſt themſelves by fin and tranſgreſſion: fo neceſſity 


{aid that on Chrift, becaufe he was become their ſurety 
and fo it behoved him to pay this debt for them : and 


here was the neceſſity of his ſoul-travel.— He was wound. 

for aur tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our miquities, 

the chaſtiſement 9 4 eur peace was upon him, nnd by hrs 
aled. 


* ſo being our ſurety or cau- 


tione 8 


In we are he 
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2 it behoved bir to take all our debt upon hi. 
2. He had this ſours travel, that he might make a- 
mends to offended juſtice, and reconcile God and ſin- 
ners, and bring them into peace with him. God was in 
 Chrift reconciling the world unto himſelf : a ſtrange word 
indeed | 1 meant all this ſoul-travel ? Why, it was 
juſt God making amends, fo to ſpeak, or ſatisfying him- 
telf.— be chaſtiſement of our peace was inn 25 and by 
= firipes we are heal 
his behoved to be the way, or eiſe no other way 
5 make it: angels and men could not find it; yea, 
God himſeif, conſiſtently with his honour, could not 
find out another way. All that he deviſed in his ordi- 
nance of typical ſacrifices, purged fin, but not properly, 
Heb. x. 4, 5. For it is not poſſible that the blood of bulls 
and goats fhould take away fin,—Wherefore when he com- 
eth into the world, he Taith, Sacrifice and offering tha! 
would/t nat. And what then? Yen ſaid be, Lo, I come 
fo do thy will, O God. There is no- other way of recon- 
ciliation, Our head was on the block: juſtice had drawn 
the ſword : then he ſteps in, and ſays, Lo, I came. 0 
there is a ſeaſonable Saviour, who in due time ſays, Lo 
1 come ! But woe worth us for the bad requital we have 
made him for all this. | 
4. Another neceſſity laid upon him, was, ſovereign 
love: and to give vent to this, ſinners muſt be made 
clean, and the enmity muſt be done away, Love muſt 
| be at them; and therefore love travelled a ſoul's travel, 
3 to have the beloved ſaved : For God ſa loved the wworl!, 
Y that be gave his only begotten Son, Who can expreſs this 
love 1 He loved us, and waſhed us in his own blood. What 
made him ſtoop ſo low as to take his own blood? Be- 
cauſe he loved us, therefore he waſhed us in his own 
blood. Says the apoſtle, Gal. ii. 20.—-The life which J 
now Nr in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the San of God, 
avho loved me and gave himſelf for ine. All this proceed- 
ed from love: love made our Lord do this, when no o- 
cher bond could bind him, either from God or the crea- 
ture, nothing but the love that God bare to linners, 


Now, [ come unto a Wan dad of applicatiane. -- 2 
USE 1. What ſay ye unto it, when we are ſpeaking 
of Chriſt's ſoul's travel? (Which, alas ! we can give but 
2 poor narrow hint of). Will. ye make it your ſtudy - 
on more 
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more and more to ſearch, and know more of the ſoul's 
ſufferings of our Lord Jeſus? what ſay ye unto the ſut- 
ferings of our Lord, that he ſuffered in his ſoul 7 and. 
what think ye of them? all the angels in heaven arc 
booking into this myſtery, Gad manifefied in the fleſb ; 

God- man ſuffering in our nature to reconcile ſinners un- 
to himſelf : they look and wonder; and they cap never 
come at the bottom of it. Strange myſtery ! a world's 
vonder! O Sirs, what think ye of it, that the foul of 
him that was God, was thus put 10 travel for your fins ? 
what think ye of it, O weft country, and pariſh of Kil- 
bride, before whom Chriſt crucified has been evidently 
ſet forth, many a-day, before you in the goſpel, and 
inculcated upon you? what fay ye to it, that have this 
day heard a ſhort repetition of Chriſt's ſoul's travel, and 
ſome of the fruits of it ? what think ye of it ? But, alas, 
woes me, I am afraid that all is wrong with many of you: 
I fear,” we may ſay to many in Scotland, and to many of 
you, what the apoſtle ſaid unto the unbelevmeg Jews 
at Antioch, Acts xiii; who, when he had 3 * 8 
forth the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the fruits of them, 
offering Chriſt unto them, and through him the for- 
givenneſs of fin, he comes in the goth verſe, to give 
them this caveat.— Beware — leſt that come : 
nar, that is ſpoken of in the prophets, Behold, ye deſpifers, 
and wonder, and periſh. The Lord forbid, that we thould 
have this to apply unto you.—Behold a crucified Chriſt, 
a ſoul-travelling Redeemer : behold him bleeding in his 
love-wounds, and {corched before the fire of divine juſ- 
tize : behold him bleeding on the croſs : behold him 
dead and buried: behold him in all his foul's travel; and 
wonder and periſh. Why ? REIN 

1/7, Becauſe they are deſpiſers of all his fulferings: 
charge many in Scotland, and ſome of you that art 
here this dd for being deſpiſers of this precious ſoul- 
doctrine. Who are defpiſers of the ſoul-ſufferings of 
Chriſt? even unbelievers. O deſpiſers of the ſoul- ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, Bchold, I work a work of wonder, 
and athing viarvellaus in your eyes, which th a man tell you; 

ze wall not belieue.—Behold ye, wonder and perifh : ye. 
_ thall fee and hear Chriſt crucified, and make a wonder 
of it; and ye ſhall perith, if ye believe not. And 

24ly, They that believe the doCtrine of it, that ſuch a 
thing was true, but never fat down ſeriouſly to lend a 
 look/unto all tie ſoul-ſufferings of Chriſt. Think ye 

SITS | . that 


* 
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that the ſoul's ſufferings of Chriſt are of no value, that 


ye never ſat down ſeriouſly to take a look of all the pains 
he has been at, and all he has done and ſuffered ? 

34h, I hey are deſpiſers and wonderers that make a 
mock or jeſt of ſin. There are ſome that think it a ſport 
to do evil. How many fuch ſports are there now a- 
days? Many when they have ſinned, while they are able, 

by idle jeſting, blaſpheming God's name, plercing and 
cutting his work, they will juſt make a' gaff of laughter 
of it. Do ye make a ſport of ſin, which coſt our Lord 
ſo much ſoul-travel ? So ye deſpiſe, under and periſh. 
Theſe ranters that make a x ſport of ſin, are deſpiſers in- 
deed. 

4thly, They are eſpiſers thas never felt the grie vouſ- 
neſs of fin befcre God; that were never under ſoul's 
wants by ſin, convictions or challenges of conſciences. 
Theſe folk who never have found the weight of ſin, are 
deſpiſers of our Lord's ſufferings ; for they think them 
all needleſs. - The man that has a filent conſcience, that 
weights him not becauſe of ſin ; that man is a deſpiſer; 
for he thinks that all which Chriſt endured was needleſs, 
becauſe he has a light burden of it. And | 

5thly, They are deſpiſers, that from the weight of ſin 
were never urged to flee in unto. the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt for waſhing and cleanſing : they are all deſpiſers 
that were never thus urged to come and cloſe with 
Chriſt: Thou ſayeſt all this was in vain that he ſuffered, 
becauſe thou wilt not make uſe of it all : theſe ſoul-ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt are not of thy ſoul's concernment, while 
in this condition. And 
** Gtbly, Afixth ſort of deſpiſers in this generation, are 
the defecation of Chriſt, of his goſpel and ordinances ; 
to ho we may fov, Behold, ye deſpiſers, wonder and 

We fear, that come on them: fer perſecutors 
are eg piſers of the fufferings of Chriſt in theſe two re- 
ſpects following: 

1. They interdict and forbid the miniſters of Chriſt | 
to publiſh the doctrine of his ſoul's ſufterings : they are 
not diſcharged to preach againſt Popery and Prelacy on- 
ly ; but ſimply difcharged to preach at all, that is to ſay, 
ye ſhall make no mention of Chriſt, or his ſoul's ſuffe- 
rings either, —That is a great diſcharge of our Lord's 


ſoul-travel; vet they will not ſo much as hear of it.— 
Ard 


I | ” . 
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2. They are deſpiſers by obſtructing, what in them 
lies, the gathering in of the fruit of our Lord's ſoul-tra- 
vel up and down the land at this day. — What is our 
Lord doing by his goſpel ? We have our record in hea- 
ven this day, that this is our great errand amongſt yu, 
to gather in the travel of his ſoul; to ſee where there is 
any of the loſt ſhcep of the houſe of Ifrael, and to get 
a gripe of them; to get poor bankrupt ſinners who are 
bound captives to fin and Satan, and have nothing to 
pay their debt, brought in to the Saviour, and ſet 4 
and it is the enemies deſign this day to obſtruct this. 
But it is above their hand to hinder it, though they are 
deſpiſers. So they add more to what they have already 
done; they are adding more ſoul-ſufferings to Chriſt ; 
for he has a ſympathy with bis myſtical body the church : 
Saul, Saul, why perſecuteft theu me ? O deſpiſers, won- 
der and periſh, ye that flight all that Chriſt's ſoul hath 
endured already ; and not only ſo, but they muſt add 
ufflictions to the afflicted, and perſecute him in his mem=- 
bers, whoſe ſoul ſuffered before: and they will bear him 
down in the extent of his merit alſo. O deſpiſers, we 
are afraid ye be men that behold, wonder and periſh. 

USE 2. And it is a word to you, believers in Chriſt, 
that have already cloſed with him, and accepted of his 
ſoul's ſufferings. And | 5 
1. Have ſtill this great love of God manifeſted in the 
ſoul's ſufferings of Chriſt in view, and wonder and ad- 
mire at it. Here is a wonder ! Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath beflowed upon us, that we fhould be 
called the fons of Gd! and has laid all this ſuffering on 
his own ſon for your ſake, and he was content to under- | 
go all this ſoul-travel for you, believers, that have fted 
into him. The poor, baſe, ſelf-judged and ſelf- condem- 
ned finner, that had nothing to. bring to him ; but was 
only living; and if he had thruſt thee away, thou muſt 
be yet upon him. Though he had endured all this 
ſoul's travel; take a new look of the myſteries of the 
love of God in all theſe pieces of ſoul-travel drawn in 
ſuch great characters that he that runs may read it. Be- 
hold what manner of love is this, that the ſoul of his 
beloved Son ſhould be ſo preſſed under your fins, O be- 
lievers ! And ; 

2. O believers, it is your duty to hate ſin, and all fin. 
Hate ill, all ye that love the Lord: hate your own fins 
more than any fins, Your ſin is moſt hateful unto the 

| L juſtice 
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ſtice of God, and even beyond the fins of reprobates : 

r it has this to aggravate it, that reprobates tins have 
wronged the juſtice or law of God; but thou haft wrong. 
ed the innocent and harmleſs Lamb of God. O bow 


lothſome ſhould your ſins be, that have burthened him 


thus. It was thy ſins, O deliever, that made him ſuffer 


this in thy ſoul's ſtead : it was your fins that brought 
all the temptations, all the heavy curſes of God's holy 


law, and caufed him to be made as it were an excration 


by his dear Father; and that not for his own, but for 


your own fins. It was thy tins, O believer, that made 
him endure that intolerable pain and wrath of God, 


which made him ery out, My Gad, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me ? 1 lay, and charge it home upon thee, 


that it was thy ſins that made him fuffer all this tore ſoul's 
travel.—It was thy ſins that made the 5on of God 10 


travel under all this ſoul's ſorrow, and all the terrors that 


firſt, made thee to flee in to bim. Thus ſhould you 


mourn; for goſpel-mourning is to ar en the face of 


your fins, and be grieved. 


3- If any of you has a ſore fit of an (ss 1 
that there is ſo little foul-exerciſe amongſt you) thing 
not much of that. You have but {parks in your way: 
rere is a vaſt diffefence-betwixt yaur ſoul-exerciſe and 
the ſoul-travel of Chriſt. His was for ſatisfaction; but 


yours at the worſt is but a fatherly rebuke to the child 
of God; but his was a ſevere rebuke of the wrath of 


God, until he fulfilled the -utmoſt mite unto ſtrict jul. 
tice.— Therefore, take it in good part, you who have 


fuch exerciſe ; for his ſoul travelled to ſatisfy for all 


theſe. A 


4. Word to believers, i is, let all this ſoul-travel FM 
out your love unto him. Is there one ſpark of love wi- 


thin you? or is it dead and cold for all > has been faid 


of this ſoul- travel of his? Let this draw out the love of 


your hearts, -and not of your words only unto him: give. 
away. your hearts unto him. Away with theſe harlot- 


lovers: he has loved us with ſuch love as made him en- 
durs all this foul-travel. - Let this curſe all your idols 
to the door with an oath of abjuration.— has have I to 


do any more ith idols * "Fake a look of Chriſt's ſouls 


travel, and let him have his room.—Love him nt in 
words only, but in your hearts and practice. There arc 


many profeſs they love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: they love 
e his word · Thy love the bible and a good 


preaching : 


wy water ys oh 
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preaching : they profeſs much love to him with their 
mouths ; but their practice and deeds ſet forth the ha- 
tred of their hearts. It is love in the heart that makes. 
one ſufter for him; and the conſideratian of his ſoul's 
ſuffering for you ſhould draw forth yout love to ſuffer - - 
for 8 and to difference your ſufferings and. his ſou 
travel. > 8 © 

| (7) He ſuffered for you before ye had a capacity to 
ſuffer for him: and all that ye ſuifer is but in gratitude 
to him for what he ſuffered.” Do then what ye can m 
cleaving to truth, to ſuffer for him, | 6 PID 
(2.) His ſoul's travel was his humiliation and abaſe- 
ment; but your ſuffering for him is your exaltation and 
advancement.—-His ſoul's ſuffering was for thy ſqul's fil- 
thineſs fake ; but thy ſufferings for him is for his excel- 
lency's fake.—His ſuffering was his abaſement; but thy 
ſuffering for him is thy honour. Q that this. generation 
cannot be brought to ſuffer for him who endured ſuch 
foul ſuffering for ſin. 3 A 
USE z. Let this doctrine encourage miniſters to 
preach up the ſoul-ſufferings of Chriſt ;,and for the peo- _ 
ple that hear this doctrine, let it encourage you to hear 
upon all hazards. There is great hazard indeed, now to 
publiſh the ſoul-ſufferings of Chriſt ; but this ſhould a- 
nimate us to go over the belly of all oppoſition : he en- 
Cured ſoul- travel in the greateſt of perils ; but we do it 
upon the hazard of the wrath of man only. _  __ 
The laſt caſe (and I have done) is unto thoſe that are 
yet living in their fins, A word unto you, ſinners, that 
are out of Chriſt, and yet flaves unto ybur luſts. It is 
a day of Chriſt's good-will to Scotland: good news to 
you, poor ſt: « agers, , ſinners, the beſt news that ever 
re heard, that Jeſus Chriſt was put to ſuch ſore ſoul. 
travel far reconciling ſingers unto God. But you'll ſay, 
Alas, miniſter, what, of that: I know and have heard 
of that : but that is for the ſaints, friends and followers - 
of God, or godly folk. But, graceleſs perſon, who art 
yet lying in enmity againſt God, what wilt thou ſay, if 
thou ſhalt fad it in ſcripture, that all this his ſouP's tra- 
vel was for enemies, and them, that are ungodly : and 
wilt thou add a column to it? and we ſhall prove that 
thou muſt do ſoy if thou wert the moſt debauched ſin- 
ner in all Scotland, (and there are as debauched ſinners 
in it, as in all the world). What wouldſt thou fay; if 
mou ſhalr find thy name engraven upon the ſoul-ſuffer- 
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gs of Chriſt? read Rom. v. 6. For when we were wi. 


 #hout ftirength, Chrift died for the ungodly. He died not 
For faints or friends; but for ungodly perſons like unto 
&F _ ' © thee, and even for enemies, as in the 10th verſe :--wher 
due were enemies, we were recanciled to God by the death if 
Sen. Now enemy and ſinner, what ſayeſt thou to 
that? Canſt thou lay any claim to it? or haſt thou an 
uſe for the.ſoul-ſufferings of Chriſt ? for it was for fac 
_  inners as thou art,—But I tell thee better news yet, if 
better ne· vs can be told thee ; there is authority given 
from the great maſter, whoſe ſoul travelled all this tra- 
vel, unto his lawful and ſent ſervants, to treat with un- 
godly ſinners upon the ſatisfaction of his ſoul's travel: 
10 us 1s committed the word of reconciliation and fays the 
fame apoſtle, 2 Cor. i. 20. We pray you in ChriſPs flead, 
bse ye reconciled unto God. And we have a warrant: and 
unqueſtionable foundation of aſſurance that backs our 
2. _- requeſt, that it ſhall be made out, For he ſhall ſee the tra- 
e his foul,” and be ſatisfied ; for he hath made him fin 
Ea ; for us, who ,knew no fin, that we might become the righe 
sE _ teouſneſs' of Gad in him, 2 Cor, v. 21, And what fayeſt 
thou to that? Come then, graceleſs and godleſs finner, 
- and once more be invited to come to Chriſt, before ye 
a bear that dreadful faund,— Depart from me, ye curſed, 
mu everlaſting fire prepared for the devil and his angels— 
- Come then, and partake of the ſoul-ſufferings of Chriſt: 
Aud we obteſt and charge you; before the great Judge af 
the quick and the dead, and by all the torments of hell, 
andall the joys of heaven and earth, and by that preci- 
"ous immortal foul of yours, that, be what, ye will, ye 
come in now, and have a ſhare of the ſoul · travel df 
Chriſt. Is thy name, fin ? then he was made fin. Is 
j t abominable, deſtitute of righteouſneſs, yea fin, and 
all fin ? then he was made fin in the abſtract for us, 
dot we might be made the right s of God in him. 
Dome 10 and confeſs your pry " acknowlede: 
- #hine iniguities, and that thou haſt walked contrary to 
him. Humble yourſelves: take with your libel, even 
An the curſes and condemnatian of the law, and bring 
your bill, and put it into Chriſt's hand, and tell him you 
are not able to pay it, and ſee what ye can make of it 
by the travel of his ſoul. He can cancel all in the fight 
of God his Father; only confeſs your Baule ; take with 


the charge, and break off your ſins by repentance. _ e 


! 104. Li n 8 £ 
3 en. fin, and let them be no more; 
let him that is filthy, be filthy no more: lay down your 
weapons, if ye would ſhare of the ſoul- travel of Chriſt. 
Come away, ſays the Spirit of God, fury it not in ns 
et him make peace with me, and he ſhall have peace with _ 


me, The Lord . 5 a ee of i it. . 
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2 He fl fee of the travel of his foul, and ſhall be FE 
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he 

-\ HERE is two great Bris that: we have 3 unto 

Tr, | you, and they are peremptory truths __ by = 
ye him who only can ſay, ſhall be, the ſovereign God 4] 


ed, works, and who can hinder ? He has ſaid, He fu put 
— f the trau F has foul, und he ſhall be ſatisfied.” 


t told you in} the forenoon, that Chriſt . for re- 
of deeming loſt ſinners : ni was not for nought; but it was 
, a2 great buſineſs in the fight of God, and it ſhould be a 
ci⸗ buſineſs af great value in yours ald. It was à bufineſs 


ye of great price in the ſight of God, the ſaving of ſouls. 
of It was for this he travelled. We told you laſt, that it 
ls was for ungodly finners, debauched ſinners, and the 
nd chief of ſinners : we aſked again and again, if ye had any 
us uſe or need of this travel; and we ſhall aſk it as long as 
— there is any ungodly finner out of hell, when the ever- 
de i laſting goſpel is preached. But we know nor how long 
to our time and yours ſhall be together. We ſpake alſo of 


ven what improvement ye ſhould make of this ſoul- travel: 
ing and O. ſtrange I ſtrange ! that we ſhould have to put you 
youll. again in mind, and that the ſenſe of need puts you not | 


f it in mind of it. In all this it was true, that for wicked 
out WW and ungodly Sayers he died; for the ungodly to make 
vith them godly; and he died for enemies, to wake them 
Dat friends. = js is a certain truth, that he died for them 
while they were enemies. Abraham, Iſaac, fer 2 
8 28 avid, 
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* David, c, yea, all the chief of the ſaints that are now 
ii heaven, what were they once but ungodly men ?— 
Chriſt died for theſe, while ungodly, even as ungodly 
ſome of them as you and I am.— He had not another 
ort to die for but enemies and ungodly ſinners: and 
be had no call to have died, had they not been ſo.— 
Therefore again and again, I tell you theſe good news, 
even all you ungodly ſinners that are in the land of the 
living and out of hell; Chriſt's ſoul travelled for ene- 
mies and ungodly men ſuch as you and Iam: May ye 


not then come, and get a ſhare of it imputed unto you 


for righteouſneſs ? and you fout-hearted ſinners, that 
are for from righteouſneſs, what will ye do? will ye pro- 
tract time, until the timgs be changed it may be, it will 
never be put in the mouth of a meſſenger of God, to 
come ſo near hand with an offer of peace unto you a- 
gain. What ſhift will ye make in a little? Ye will not 
have the opportunity every day to come to a moor: ſide 
to hear the jayful ſound: O then, for a touch of this ſoul- 


travel of Chriſt to reconcile you unto God. Take it in 


time, ſo long as ye may have it, Fil tell what many a 
ſoul, once in Britain and Ireland, now in hell, is cry- 
ing, We once heard the fame of the goſpel, and woes 
e us, chat we lighted the call and cry of miniſters, pray- 
ing us to be reconciled unto God,” -- Then ſhall anſwer the 
reflex ſound in the conſcience for all the preaching- days, 
faſt-days, and great communion-days : all theſe ihail 
ſound again in the conſcience; that ſhall be more dreads, 
ful than the ſhrieks of devils. „ I heard of the fame 
cc of the ſoul; travel of Chriſt; but I cared nothing for 
ec jt. Then woes me, that I hated inſtruction, and de- 
« ſpiſed the voice of my teachers. All this, and more 
will be your cry then, believe it, if ye hearken not in 
time, 1 2 wh ON: WED 7.44 
There is no more ado now, but to lay down/your wea- 
pons of rebellion, and accept of the free offer of Chriſt, 
and that without money and without price. Only be 
ſenfible of want, mifery and unworthineſs; and be wil- 
ling, O debauched ſinner, thou that haſt been ſo wil- 
ling to ſin, wilt thou but be heartily willing to be ſav- 
ed, and take this ſoul-travel of Chriſt, this day? Here 
it is offered, and it is like-it is for thy fake that this text 
of ſcripture is preached this day. Wilt thou not be per- 
ſuaded ? or is the pleaſure of fin ſo ſweety that thon 
wilt At che invitation a quarter of an hour ? Ve know 
| ME Logs 15S — * not. 
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nat but he may take hack bis word, and clap a righteous 
curſe of hardneſs upon your hearts; or the devil ſhall 
caſt in ſome impediment or other in your way, in the 
application of this ſoul-travel' of Chriſt. We are aim- 
ing to have ſome ungodly finner made godly, and fome 
enemy reconciled unto God this day; and we wot fot 
what will become of it. O tbat there might be 4 bar 

gain of it amongſt you this day, when Chriſt is offered 
to you.. Well, Sirs, He Hall ſee if rhe travel of Bis ſaul 
end be ſatizfied. Good news as ever ye heard: he tra- 
velled to the full, and finiſhed the journey, and brought 
forth the great birth of ſalvation' to . purpoſe, and that 
unto every elect ſinner unto the end of the world. Peace 
with God, and pardon of all tranſgreſſions are for them 
wrought out by this ſoul- travel of Chriſt. —But we have 
| better news to tell you yet, and that is, Chriſt ſhall ſes 
the travel of his ſoul made out unto. himſelf: he ſhall 
be a living witneſs to ſee all the travel of his ſoul, recom- 
penced ; this lies not on your, or mine, or the church's 
care. O Sirs, if it did fo, we would not take meikle 
pains of it in gathering in his ſoul's travel. But he hh 
ſelf ſhall fee it done. The ſecond doctrinal point is, 
: bY 248 $75. . 4 N 4 l — 
Do cr. 2. That all that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt tra- | 
velled for, he ſball ſee fully made out unto him. 


In ſpeaking unto which „I ſhall endeavour, 


I. To ſhew what he thall fee made out by the travel 
ol his foul. And — - 5 oj, 04208 
II. Give fome grounds of affurance, that he ſhall ſee 
this travel of his foul made out unto him. * 
I. What he ſhall ſee made out unto him by the tra- 
rel of his ful. And eee, e e 
if, He ſhall ſee the fruit of his ſoul's travel made out 
with reſpect unto all and every one of the elect of God; 
and that in reſpect of their number unto one finple and 
individual perſon, even the meaneſt and moſt A 
perſan of them that ever was born, of all nations and 
languages. Every one in Scotland, England, Ireland, 
Trance, Spain, Germany, Sc. where the will of Go 
was revealed, ſhalt be made to ſing this ſong, Rev. v. 
9. through the ages of eternity ;-—Thiy waſh ain, and 
hat redeemed us by thy bload,, and haft made ts tings and” © 
j | priefle 
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| *. unto God. —It was his Father's will and good plea- f 
Jure that he ſhould give his life for them; and he ſhall 1 
get an account of them from the greateſt to the leaſt; 5 


even of all that he died for, they all be raiſed up at the 
lat day. Believers of all nes in graces, ae f 


; | braham who W 4 
Was ſtrong in faith, and ſtaggered not at the promiſe, 
and theſe who are ſo weak in faith, that they have e- 
nough ado to hang by a hair, like the poor Publican 
that ſtood afar off, or like that man who ſaid, Lord, I 
believe, help my unbekef. He ſhall alſo fee the travel of 
his ſoul made out upon all ſizes of age, old and young, 
and middle aged men and women, from thoſe that are 
called early in the morning, unto thoſe that are called 
in the laſt hour of the evening.—He ſhall ſee the travel 
of his ſoul made out from all quarters, and upon all 
ranks and denominations of men, even ſome of the migh- 
ty, noble and wiſe according to the fleſb ; and though 
not many of theſe are called, thanks be to God, that 
there are ſome of all ranks of men, that he ſhall ſee the 
travel of his ſoul made out upon ; though not many of 
the nobles, great folk, and heads of wits, are ſaved. — 
Y eee your calling, brethren, how not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are called.— 
Let a few of theſe ſhall nor be wanting: but Chriſt ſhall 
Tee the travel of his ſoul made out from the greateſt unto 
the moſt deſpicable and pooreſt of mankind. 
_ _ _2dly, He ſhall ſee the travel of his foul made out in 
reference unto all that he purchaſed for them. The, 
1. Thing he ſhall ſee made out unto them, is, juſ- 
tice ſatisſied, well content, and paid. Poor inſolvent 
debtor who has nothing to pay, he has travelled and 
paid thy debt, and ſatisfied for thee. Thou readeſt thy 
items, and thou thinkeſt they ſhall never be paid ; but 
he has a good while ago done it for thee. It is true, 
there is no juſtified perſon, but he muſt attain unto true 
ſaving faith and evangelical repentance : but it is long 
ſince the price was paid; and many an elect ſinner wots 
not of this; and though they are not abſolutely bound 
to know it, yet it is laid down, and ſhall be made appl» 
cation of in due time. A Wang | 
2. Thing he ſhall fee, is, the poor believer getting 
bis diſcharge and acquittance ſubſcribed by. his own 
blood. For the blood of Feſus cleanſeth from all fin. It 
may be thou haſt been long ſeeking an — ot 
| that; 


þ Tu 
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chat; * it may be thou 120 not yet got it ND 


long fince thou haſt heard him ſay, Son, be of good cheer ; 


thy fins are forgiven thee. It may be, ſome of you never 
yet heard him ſo; yet the intimation of it is very com- 


' fortable : and ſay it, or not ſhy it, if thou comeſt in, 


and takeſt him by faith, and believeſt on his name, that 
<4 wh tht ungodly de {hall ſee thy acquittance and 

charge made furey * and that is enough. If thou canſt 
ſay, out of pinching neceſſity I have fled in and eaſt my- 
ſelf down at a Saviour's feet, to be made of what he will: 
I quit all mine own things, and betake myſelf to his 
ſoul's travel and purchaſe. Come life or 4 though 
1 ſhould never get this word of pardon poſitively inti- 
mated unto me all; my days, yet I will lean unto my 
truſty cautioner, that he will inake an intimation of my 
zcquittanice in his own time. He ſhall ſee the diſcharge 


given: therefore it is ſaid, whether thou know it of not, 


there is no condemnation to them that are in Chrift -y 
ſus no charge, but all is diſcharged here. A 

Thing he fhall fee his ſoul's travel for, is, the 
bringing elect ſinners into à covenant-of peace-with the 
Father. I «vill make with them a covenant of peace. I 
will give him for a covenant, for a reconciler i he ſhall 


| ſee that made out in the covenant, I will make with you 


en everlaſting covenant, even the ſure mercies of David, or 
the fon of David ; it was Chriſt. 'This was his ſoul's 
travel; and he will have it ſealed by a covenant in his 
own. blood; and the ſeals of this covenant ye have them; 
Baptiſm and the Supper. So our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall 


ſee his purchaſe ſealed. A 


4. Thing be ſhall ſee as the travel of his foul, id, the 
ge preac hed wherever he has any elect ſouls to bring a 
in. He tha! ſee all the means of their edification and 
falvation brought in the way of thoſe that he has tra- 
velled for: and ere he want, he will make a travel o- 
ver the ſe: to America or Barbadoes : he will venture a 
ſea voyage to fetch in one ſoul ; he will travel through 
ſea and land; he will fend a mitiiftes: to travel far off, 
ere he want one elect ſoul brought in unto hithſelf. He 
will ſead his goſpel and means of ſalvation, if men upon 
earth and all the devils in hell were ſtanding in brigades. 


to oppoſe it, Mat. xxiv. 19. And this 29fpel of the Hig 


dom ſhall be preached unto all the world, for a <uitneſs unto 
oll nations. That was a great part of the travel of His 
tou}, to have the goſpel-means of ſaration preached. 


N * 
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faith cometh by hearing. They muſt be brought in to 
believe, and they muſt have the ordinary way of beliey. 
. ing,—faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. I fay, that he ſhall then ſee the travel of his ſoul 
made out by a preached goſpel. 
| \ 5. He ſhall alſo fee the ſucceſs of the goſpel, and 
1 what way it proves ſucceſsful, he is the author and fi- 
| | nifher pe — faith; and as a prince he gives repentance 
| and remiſſion of fin. And there is not one elect perſon, 
| but he ſhall ſee theſe made out unto him. This was 
inſured to our Lord before he actually did ſuffer, Pſal. 
EX. 3. The people ſhall be made willing in a day of thy 
| er How came ye to believe? Was it not by virtue 
of the aſſurance the Father gave the Son as the purchaſe 
of his ſoul-travel, zhy people fball be made willing ? I hall 
undertake for that. Away then with that rotten foun- 
dation of willingneſs held by Arminians, of man's free 
will in Satan's bound prifoner. Here we get our faith, 
1 will make them willing. I will make them believe. 
He ſhall then ſee. the goſpel made effectual in bringing 
all that the Father hath given the Son to repentance.— 
All that the Father hath given me, ſhall come unto me, in 
ſpite of devils and men's backwardneſs and unbelief.— 
And "4 
6. He ſhall fee himſelf eſtabliſhed in his kingdom: 
wherefore did he travel and witneſs a good confeſſion be- 
fore Pontius Pilate'? Was it for a kingdom, and that on 
earth? Where has he a kingdom? it is not in hell, nor 
in heaven properly yet; but on earth; for he travelled 
to have a kingdom there. He is a king, and for thi: 
end he war born, that he might have a kingdom: altho' 
this be looked on with diſdain by the great folk. But it 
is another kingdom than the kingdoms of this world; 
for wherever Chriſt has a church, there is a kingdom: 
and where there is a kingdom, there muſt be a king. 
We ſay, he has a kingdom: ſometimes one of the king- 
doms of the world joins itſelf unto the church ; but he 
claims not one of them as he does the church, in that 2d 
Pfalm we fang, I have ſet my king on my holy hill of Zion. 
He muſt reign, and ſee all this made out in his ſoul's 
travel. He is a king; and therefore a kingdom he 
muſt have, for he ſhall /ce the travel of his foul, and be 
ſatisfied, And | 
725 He ſhall ſee the redeemed placed, and put in 
the full poſſeſſion of all that is promiſed in the * 
| | | ; at 
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that he travelled for, and that they have believed they 


hall be poſſeſſed of. Nay, they ſhall inherit more than 


their faith could reach or comprehend. 80 he ſhall ne- 
ver ceaſe from his mediatory office, till he ſee every one 
of his redeemed put in the poſſeſſion of all that 
he travelled for. Says he, John xiv. In my Father's 
houſe are many manſions : if it were not ſo, I would have 


told you, 1 go to prepare a place for you.—T will come again, 


and receive you unto in 2 H that where I am, ye may be 
40%. travelled for that purpoſe, that I might have 
you brought, where Iam. And I can aſſure you, that 
he will ſee all this done and performed; for he will 
make room for you, He ſpake very peremptorily to-the 
Father, and was made very welcome by him in all this 
boldneſs ; for he knew he was heard: and it is a righ- 
teous thing with God the Father to let him ſee the tra- 
vel of his foul made out. And when taking his farewel 


of the world, and when as it were making his latter will 


before men, he ſays, John xvii. 24. Father, I will, 
that they alſo aubom thou haft given me, be ind me, &c. 
I ſpent myſelf for this; and my will is, chat thoſe that 
my ſoul trayelled for, be with me where I am, that they 


may bebeſd my glory which thou haft given mo: ; Jar thou lo | 


** me before the foundation of the world. 


II. Now, would you have any grounds of this . 
rance that he ſhall ſee all this made out unto you? And 


it is as ſure as the word can make it.; and all the truths 
therein are very ſure. And, for your further eſtabliſh- 
ment therein, I ſhall give you ſome grounds that this 
aſſurance goes upon. And 

1. We have aſſurance by his promiſe. He ſball ſee the 
travel of his foul, ſays the Spirit of God; and it is he, the 


Mediator, God-man, Chriſt ; that plant of renown, that 


ſhall grow before him as a root in a dry place, that has 
ne form or comelineſs, 0 we ſbould de efire him ; and yet 
the Lord laid on him the iniquities of 4s all : he was wound- 
ed for our tranſereſſions, and bruiſed for our imquities'; 
and he ſhall- fee the travel of his ſoul in n. and 
that js a ſure word of promiſe. 

2. It is ſure from the decrees of cledtion, They ue 
choſen to life in Chriſt Jeſus; there is predeſtination that 
is abſtracted from all cauſes in the creature; and pro- 


ceeds according to his ſovereign will and good. pleaſure; 


they are and were ſinners, and the Lord well knew them 
* 2 © 24 - 
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x0 be ſueh ; and therefore election looks unto Chriſt: 
they were choſen in him before the world began, there. 


| fore the travel of his ſoul muſt be made out unto them 


ch decree of God that is without repentance. of 
change, Election is mutable, as damnable heretics ſay.* 
But, thanks be to God, we bave not ſo learned Chrifl, 


but we know that election is an immutable thing, and 


oy $4 decrees of God are as unchangeable as him- 
- - 3: Ground of aſſurance, is, from the covenant of re- 
deraption made betwixt the Father and the Son, There 
is 2 diſcovery of that ſecret 2 he has revealed that cove. 
pant, John vi. 359, He tells them, there was a number 
given him of the Father, not all. There is a ſure con- 


neCtion : I indent for that number: there is the bargain 


from all eternity; and by that covenant it ſhall be made 


ſure, For. all that the Father hath given me, fhall come 


ant me. They are given me of the Father, and by my 
ſoul-travel, I ſhall redeem them. | | 
2. It is made ſure from the worth, merit and value of 
the perſon whoſe ſoul travelled, It was not a mere man 
only, but the ſoul of a perſon who was God-man. 89 
the worth of the perſon makes or enhances the merit of 


his ſufferings. The perſon that ſuffered is worth hea- 


ven and earth, nay, and unſpeakably more. It is the 
worth of God. Therefore he ſhall ſurely ſee his travel; 
Jor it 1s called the blood of God f. And the bd, Chrift 
IT I ee 5. Ground 
® This muſt be applied to the followers of James Arminius, 


the firſt and laſt articles of whoſe gloomy fabric, is, trat election 
It mutable, and ſometimes conditional, as man by his own. free 


Will believes or hot: and that believers may finally and total- 


ly fall from a fie of grace; and conſequently be a ſaint to- 
day, and à reprobate io morrow: which is the native confe- 
guence of the preceding: for if all depend upon the improve- 
ment of our own free will, it is but reaſonable to allow, that it 
may miſ· give us; which is contrary to the whole tenor of ſcrip- 
ware, particularly this text, —He hall ſee the travel of his foul 
and be ſatisfied. | 


+ This doctrine reaches a reproof unto both the Arian and 
Socinian hereſy. The Samoſatenians, Photinians, Ariars, ©c+ 
held that Chriſt was meerly man, and had no being till bis incar- 
naton. Tre ancient Socinians maintained that Chriſt by his 


death did not ſatisfy for us, but only obtained power for us 10 
fatisfy for ourſelyes by our faith and obedience that he died 


for 


Upon Is A. Kii. N 9 


Ground of aſſurance, is, that the Father hath 
put all power in his hand: he hath made ſubject unto 
| . prinoipalities and powers, And what ſhall Hinder 
him to ſee his ſoul-travel'made out? Go, poor deſpiſed 
men, - * 2g: and baptize every creature under hea- 
ven. „ Lord, ſhall we, illiterate men, go and 
l es ſays he, go and preach; - for I will ſee 
this travel of my foul made out: and why? Becauſe 
all power in heaven and in earth is given unto me: and 
that is ground of encouragement.” He is his . Father's 
only deputy in the world: The Father judgeth no man, 
but has committed all judgment unto the Son, John v. 22. 
And the living Father quickens and raiſes up the dead, 
even ſo, the ſon quickeneth whom he will; and he has g. 
ven him power to make the ſufferings of ms ſoul „ 
al, and to ſee the fruits of them. A 

6. Ground, is, the Father's acceptatlon ol him: 1 ; 
am ſatisfied This i is my beloved Son, in whom I am well- 
pleaſed, And it is all reaſon, he ſee this wrongs made out 
unto him. 

Laſtly, He ſhall ſee it mats out, been de lives for 
ever, as an advocate or interceſſor with the Father, to 
ſee every part and particular of his ſoul's travel made 

out to believers. He was once dead, but is now alive, 
and Behold, he lives for ever more, en and hath tbe 
keys "of hell and death, I muſt tell you one thing from 
this, and you will find it a truth, and it is this That 
as it is a moſt wicked work, ſa it is a fruitleſs work to” 
eſſay to ſtop our Lord in the gathering in of the travel 
of his ſoul; Such is the work that all the devils in hell 
and men upon earth, and l all the generation of malig- 
nants, all erroneous perſons, all flagitious, wicked, pro- 
fane perſons, and all that have not believed the report of 
the goſpel : this is the work they are abaut ; they have 
riſen up-in a combination againſt the Lord and his ey 
K- © te 
* | 


for himſe lf. i e. for the mortality and inflrmi:ies of human ne- 
ture, which he aſſumed which were lioleſs. Our preſent ſects 
Atminiaus and Socinians teach, that he is inferior to God iu 
point of eſſence and neeeflary ſelt. e xiſtence, ard that as the 
head and author of the Chriſtian religion, he died only to can- 
firm his doctrine, and leave his follo wers a pattern ot heroic 


virtue, patienze, courage and conſtancy in ſuffering. See theſe 

errors more fully held out in Euſebius' biflory, Simpſon's ec- 

clefiaſtical hitory, Roſe's view af all religions, and the appen- 

— to the g2geral hiſtory of rehgion publiſhed iu the year, 
794. 
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ted, to hinder the gathering in of the travel ef his ſoul. 
Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain 
things Their great buſineſs is, to hinder Chriſt from 
keigning, when his ſoul travelled for a kingdom ; yer 
. have IT ſet my king upon my holy hill. + Let them wv! 
and concert what they will; it ſhall be all in yain to the 
purpoſe of hindering him from the travel of his ſou]. 
Many days and many ways does the devil take to hinder 
the gathering in of the travel of his ſoul ; for, 
Fi, He detains folk in ignorance ; and when he 


cannot get them kept there, he raiſes ſurmiſes to alienate | 


their hearts from the ſimplicity or ſtrictneſs of the goſ- 
del, or the croſs that ofttimes attends it; and by that 
means he labours to retard the in-bringing of the tra- 
vel of Chriſt's foul : and if that prevails not, he can trans- 
form himſelf into an angel of light, 


Again, ere ever ye wot, he will raiſe up ſin, and cauſe 


the man to deſpair. Says he, Is ſin ſo filthy in its na- 
ture? then thou canſt not preſume to come to Chriſt; 
nay, thou canſt not come unto him without ſomething 
of thy own to recommend thee, c. But Tl] tell you, 
| 1 is but a wicked yain work; he ſhall hot get it hindes- 
Again, men take ways te get this work hindered: 
therefore, they hamper or ſtraiten the publication of this 
ſoul-travel of Chriſt: as to many who publiſh theſe news, 
they mnſt baniſh ſome of them out of the land, put 
ſome of them in priſons, and ſome of them opt of the 
land of the living. And if there be any part of the coun- 
try that Chriſt is like to get in the travel of his ſoul by 
bringing poor fjnners to melting of heart and reformati- 
on of life, then they ſend a garriſon unto that part of the 
country to hinder it. But that will alſo prove a vain and 
. wicked work; but if this makes nothing, but ſtill ſame 
man or other is brought through the new birth, then a- 
way and perſecute that man or woman as a fanatic ; be- 
cauſe it is the fruit of Chriſt's travel. But let them dig 
as deep as they will, they ſhall neither get their counſel, 
nor themſelves hid from the Lord. And I have a word 
or two of good news unto you, and diſappointment to 
your enemies. And that by way of application : And, 


x.” Do nat think it ſhall be in the power of the world, 


men or devils either, to fruſtrate our Lord's ſoul-travel ; 
for he ſhall not want one elect perſon, nor ſhall one of 
them remain in unbelief; nor one preaching of the _ 

. 5 * ; b | 
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pel ſhall be hindered; for when they get leave to hinder 
this, he hath little good to do in that place at that time 3 
yea, it may be that the hindering of the preaching of tha 
word, may make ſome clap more cloſe to the goſpel-oſ 
fer, when it is to be taken away: do not ſay that we are 
now boaſting ; but I fay it in behalf of my glorious maſ- 
ter Jeſus Chriſt 3 he, who is able to work ſalvation with 
his owh arm, and to ſee the travel of his ſoul, and be 
fatisfied : do what they can to hinder it; yet all their 
oppoſition ſhall work for its furtherance ; a ſtrange 
thing ! a ſeed ſhall do ſervice unto him, while ſun and moor 
endure. Says the enemy Pharaoh, we ſhall bear you all 
down; we ſhall make you all ſlaves, and ſo work and 
weary you, that ye ſhall not multiply or increaſe ; but if 
that will not do, I will take the male children, and 
drown them as ſoon as born: yet all that tended rather 
to multiply them: the more they were oppreſſed, the more 
they grew. Strange ! that he ſhould multiply them by 
diminiſhing them ;. like Paul, when put in priſon for 
the preaching of the word, Now, there will be no more 
lively preaching : Paul is in priſon : all is gone: no; 
the ſucceſs of Chriſt's kingdom is not reſtrifted to this or 
that miniſter, or generation of miniſters : no; himſelf 
who lives for ever, ſhall ſee the fruits of his ſoul's tra- 
vel. We, either miniſters or people, ſee little of the 
fruit of Chriſt's ſoul-travel ; but himſelf ſees it all. 
Now, I ſay, he fhall fee it made out by the way 
that enemies take to diminiſh it. Says the-apoſtle, Phil; 
i. 13.— My bonds in Chrift are made manifeſt in the ba- 
ace, and in all other places. It came to the emperor's 
court, when: Paul was a priſoner for the goſpel of Chriſt : 
which argueth, that the gofpel was thereby gaining ſome 
of the fruits of Chriſt's ſoul-travel there. What ſays 
the court ? Will the goſpel grow, when miniſters are 
impriſoned and hanged for it? But let them ſay what 
they will, they ſhall not be able to hinder it. There- 
fore, this is good news this day, .Sirs. Indeed, if Chriſt 
have no more ſoul's travel to gather in in Scotland, then 
they will carry the day againſt this perſecuted party : but 
who will deny? yea, he has revealed it; that he has 
yet a ſeed therein; yea, a ſeed yet unborn, that hall 
do ſervice unto him. Well then, he thall /ze of the travel 
of his foul, and be ſatisfied. A | =, 1; OF 
2. Word of good news to the poor believer in Chriſt, 
that ſees little fruit of his believing, or of any thing, 


and 


n — 
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Chriſt has done. Alas, thou art greatly diſcouraged; 
but be comforted 1 be ſhall yet /te the travel of his foul, 
and be ſatisfied : and cloſe with him by faith: and then 
he ſhall ſee the travel of his ſoul to un, and that 
ſhall ſatisfy thee. A _ 

3. Thing I have to tell you, is, that as long as onr 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt has any poor ſinner to bring in in Bri- 
tain and Ireland, there ſhall be a preached goſpel to ga- 
ther in that ſoul's travel: and it will not be got baniſhed 
away. We give you a pleaſant token for good, whats 
ever be on the back of it, and bleſs his name for it; we 
hope it will be engraven on the tables of Reth, and not on 
ſtone only: we hope that there ſhall be a record on ma- 
ny a conſcience, that not a little fruit has appeared in 
in theſe perſecuted meetings. Take notice therefore, 
of the wondrous works of the Lord, and theſe his mar- 
vellous doings, even thoſe in the wild places of Northum- 
berland, that was a land that one could ſcarcely ride 
| through, without being ſpoiled by thieves and robbers ; 
now a thieviſh country is become a civil country, and a 
people of no _ underſtanding are made a wile and prudent 
people by the goſpel ; a people who were without God 
and- Chriſt in'the world appear now to have tenderneſs 
of heart amongſt them. We do not ſay all; but we ſay 
there are many; and we hope that all the devils in hell 
and wicked men upon earth, ſhall not be.able to blot out 
this teſtimony, even the converſion of finners, wherever 
theſe meetings came : which is a teſtification that the 
Lord has done more good by them than by any other 
meetings in the land. And we beſeech you, think it no 
commentation to the poor, weak and feckleſs inſtru- 
ments.—But take a look of what God the Lord has done 
by a perſecuted goſpel ; and yet I wot well, they that 
plant are nothing in his hand; for I am ſure, that the 
church of Scotland had never leſs reaſon to boaſt of a 
great miniſtry than of the inſtruments of this work.— 
However, it is a good token that he is not yet gone away, 
but is amongſt us. O that he might ſee much of the tra- 
vel of his ſoul amongſt us | would ye have him making 
another viſit ? then let him ſee ſomewhat of the travel of 
his foul amongſt you. Is there any of you that will give 
him -the great errand he came to the world for ? that 
was to fave poor ſinners. Have none of you a ſoul to 
ſave? that'is the thing he ſeeks. Art thou in bonds un- 
W the devil? Art thou a poor needy thing, made up 
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of wants and neceſſities? And haſt thou any thing ado 


for him? then let him thereby ſee. the travel of his foul, 
and be ſatisfied; The © 

Laſt word, and I have done, at he ſpall be Keine. 
This ſhall be all ſatisfying : the meaneſt and 


lever amongſt you, ſhall be no better ſatisfied than bes is, | 
when one of the fruit of his ſoul's travel is brought in. 


It is "ay ſince he ſaid, that his delights were with the 
ſons of men : that was bis delight to get the travel of his 
ſoul ſnout them. Luke x. 21. There the diſciples 
come and tell him good news: ſay they, we have been 


out preaching ; but behold the virtue lay in this; and 


through thy name, even the devils are ſubject unto us. 


And he ſaid, I beheld Satan as lightening fall from heaven. 
And it is ſaid, Behold in that W Dees rejoiced in ſpirit, 


and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, Kc. He was well ſatisfied ; he got the travel of 
his ſoul upon theſe poor people accomglithed-: he has 
ſuch pleaſure in ſeeing the travel of his foul brought in, 
that it made him enter firſt upon that ſoul-travel with 


great delight. When ſacrifices and burnt-offerings 
would not do, then he offered himſelf a ſacrifice to be 
conſumed in the Father's wrath. O ſtrange to think u- 
pon that frame that he offers it in 1 Lo, I come! in the 


volume of thy book it is written of me. I delight to do thy 
will, O my Ged. It is ſatisfaction unto me, becauſe I 


ſee the travel of my ſoul ; and what 0 it ſo? III 
tell you what it is. 


1. He muſt triumph over devils, principalities and 


powers; and ſo let them ſee that even theſe that made 
him ſuffer, he ſhall have fruit for his pains. 


2. Becauſe it is his will, pleaſure and complacency | 
that poor loſt ſinners be brought in: therefore he rejoi- 


ces in their ſalvation. The poor creature was a captive 
of hell and in the priſon of death, under the devil's 


power. Well, they are now ſet at freedom, and Chriſt 


is well ſatisfied with that. And 


3. Becauſe he was once an enemy; now he is become TE 


a friend. He was once an outcaſt of heaven z now he is 
admitted again unto the houſe of God. He was before 
outlawed and excommunicated from the preſence of the 
king; now he is brought into favour again; and why ? 


As I live, faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the wicked's 


"ls and much leſs in their dying fo. The 
| N 25, Grounfl 


— . —· —— — 
„ 7 " 0 * * 
1 * 8 6 


105 Mr. Fobn Blackadder 5 2 


4. Ground of bis ſatikfaktion, is, that there is amani- 


3 of the glorious richés of his grace diſplayed in 


and by the ſoul-fufferings of Cliriſt. And that there is 


a vent and way made out for the diſcovering and bring- 


ing out all the treaſures of the riches of free grace, ſtor- 
ed up in God, that the creature never ſaw before: for 
that intent that his mighty power might be. made 


known. Manifold is the riches of his grace. And 


F. He rejoices that by his foul's travel, he has fatisfi- 


ed juſtice,” and made it and mercy meet together, and 
kifs each other in the-falvation and glorification of the 


ſinner. Juſtice ſays, they muſt die: Then Mercy re- 
plies, they muſt not "die : Some of them muſt be 


the objects of my infinite mercy. Juſtice cries out a- 
gain, they muſt die; becauſe they ſtained my ſpotleſs. 
nature ; and as Iam God, I cannot ſit with this wrong. 


© bu 


And ſo there is, as it were, a conteſt about the object, 


the elect of God: Juſtice ſays, how ſhall their ſalyation 
be brought about? Mercy fays, by the Mediator God- 


man it thalt be fatisfied, and thereby the elect reſtored, 
redeemed and admitted: again into the favour of God and 
their glorification for ever. And herein juſtice is nct. 


wronged in the leaſt, hut paid to the utmoſt fartbing of 
its demand.. And Men. this is made out, Pial. buxxv. 


10. Mercy and truth have inet together, 255 rige ne, . 
and peace have kifſed each other. Truth ſprings out of the 
earth, or from Jeſas Chriſt that plant of renown; ard 


righteouſneſs looks down from heaven high. This ſweet a- 


greement is 2 part of our Lord 's fatisfaBtion! by kis s foul- 


travel,” 


Nox W, 1 proceed no further, only for another uſe of 
the doctrine. If the travel of Chrift's ſoul,” and the ob- 
taining of the fruits of it, be ſatisfying unto him, then 
let me tell you, and take it with you, that it reproves 


thoſe who are diflatisfied that he is doing good to ſin- 


ners, whether they be pretended friends or open ene- 


mies: for there are many enviers; nes. have an evil 


eye, becauſe our God is good. — Now, he is making the 
pleaſure of the Lord proſ per in his hand, or in. che hand 


of thoſe whom he has given commiſſion: and I know 
there are many now, that are not well-pleajed the goſpel 


_— ſo well : and indeed, there is no reaſon to envy 
Poor perſecuted people have enough to envy them, 
though they have-no.. envy o& their chiefeſt gain, But 
5 there 
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there are any enviers of the gamen ug « * the wert 
of Chriſt's ſoul; now a-days. But envy it who willy they 
are ſtated enẽnũes to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and ye may 
tell them that we ſaid ſo in the name of the Lord. 4354 
tell you further, that he is well ſatisfied to ſee his 
ſoul's travel, and what art thou, O man or woman, that 
can be diſſatisfied with what he is ſatisfied with? Is it 
thy eye: ſore to ſee that he ſees the travel of his ſoul? O 
heavy work ! let him employ whom he will to gather it 
in, but be thou ſatis fied. There is a generation of pre- 
lates and of their underlings amongſt this ſort now: bot 
it is dreadful that they are ſo diſſatisfiod, that any of his 
ſervants ſhould come on purpoſe to gather! in the fruit 
of his fouls travel about their hand : for' that poor peo- 
ple grow better, and ſome begin to ſeek more after God 
and his ways. All the curates in the country canndt get 
it denied. What ſay they, they are fanatics and brain- 
cracked, giddy-headed bodies: they will not let it light ko 
that it is the fruits of Chriſt's ſoul's travel. Ny, go tell 9 
the council and bloody ſoldiers; that ſuch a fort of folks - if 
are ſtarted up in the county ſide. Fy;, go fetch à party 
to apprehend them; for they cannot get leave to live 
in peace, while ſuch are in the pariſh : theſe are an un- 
eaſy generation, not like unto Moſes, hen he heard of 
the ſpirit of -praphecy falling upon others. Says he, 
weil to God thnt all the Lord's people were prophets. 80 
be not diffatisfied that his ſoul-travel be brought in, ſee- 
ing it is an evideat mark of an enemy urito Jeſus Thrift 
to be fo, 

Another thing from this do ihes is, ſeeing Chris 
fours travel is ſo well- pleaſing to him, then thou and I, 
miniſter and proſeffor, ſhould do all in our power to 4 | 
ther in the travel of Chriſt's ſoul. It is true, e has 
noured miniſters to be, as it were, co-workers with him 
in this: and 2 7s Tee, for theſe things? and O who 
would not work in this work, and encourage themſelves 
to go thro' both fire and water to get any thing brought 
about to pleaſe ſuch a maſter. Woes me, that men are 
not ſatisfied that Chriſt get fruit of the travel of his foul. 
We ſhould be well ſatisfied, if he gets fruit; and be dif- 
pleaſed who will, we may care the leſs. 

Laſtly, And 1 ſhall ſay no more: I would again aſk at 
you, what anſwer ſhall we take back to our Maſter, that 
may be a ſatisfying report of you that are here unto him? 
k there any ungodly linner, dabauched profane ſwearer, 
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drnnkard, ranter, &:. or even the back of an old per. 
ſecutor, or malignant? Haſt thou any ſatisfactory news 
for us to take back unto our Maſter ? Wilt thou give vs 
theſe news to carry back, „This day I fully renounce 
all my former kind of life and converſation, and reſolve 
to ſtand to my word, and from henceforth will not go 
back, nor turn from thee at all.” Or ſhall we take back 
this word, That now ye are content to take him in all 
the terms that ever he offered himſelf unto you ? Will ye 
give us theſe good news to return to our Maſter ? what 
will ye give or do to ſatisfy him for the travel of his ſoul? 
Come away, poor man and woman, that is glad to cloſe 
the bargain z thou that haſt been, as it were, putting 
thy hand to the pen, and yet dare not ſeal it; wilt thou 
come and put thy hand to the covenant that thou haſt 
entered into long ſince? He loves that thou ſhould ſet 
thy ſeal to it; ſeal it with thy hearty conſent : ſay with 
Thomas, if thou can ſay no more, My Lord and my God. 
Tell us, if we ſhall ſay this of you, believers in Chriſt, 
that darenot, parhaps, well lay claim unto him as your 
| God, that now you can- confidently ſay, My Lord and 
my Gad. Shall we take back this news, that we have 
thus much of his ſoul's travel? Shall we tell him theſe 
good news, that here we have found out a willing people 
that is willing to follow him through the wilderneſs, and 
to bear his craſs, and witneſs for him; and that ye will 
adhere unto his truths cloſely, and follow the Lamb 
_ ephitherſoever he goeth ? O if there be a willing mind a- 
mongſt you; and if ever ye did a pleaſure or ſatisfactioſſ, 
do it to him that did diſpleafure unto himſelf to pleaſe 
ou: for the Lord's fake do ſomething ſatisfactory to 
Lim, and it ſhall be your own ſatisfaction for ever. 
| Now to him who is able to work this in you, be all 
the glory and praiſe, 1 e 
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And David was greatly di freed es David encau- 


raged himſelf in the Lord his God. 


many; and their exerciſes and out-gates are as 
any; and this compleats the life of a Chriſtian. Da- 
vid was here an excellent man: he was a mirror of pie- 


A” caſes of the people of God are various * 
m 


ty, holineſs and excellent experiences in eommunion 


and fellowſhip with God.— He was a man according to 

God's own heart. He was the flower of the faithful, and 
portrait of that little world wherein is contained the 
map of the choiceſt extracts of the enjoyments of God ; 
and that through many croſſes, tribulations, duties, com- 


munications, influences of the Spirit, and much grace, 
he behoved to enter into the kingdom. Here is one of 


his caſes, and with it one of his exerciſes; and therein 
his caſe is very ſad; he was diſtreſſed; and that is na 


new thing to the followers of Chriſt but ho encourage 


himſelf in the Lord his God ; that is the prime of his exer- 
Ciſes, and the flower and ſpirit of it. There are many 
folk that will venture far upon God's hand in the exter- 


- It. 


, WO 


- 4000. A. Febn Dich ns Sermon. | 
| A to the ſoul, to venture ſoul and body, intereſt and ad« f 
vantages, heaven and all that he enjoys, that is a great 
and weighty buſineſs; however, ſuch venturous exploits 
are, by the matching of faith. — Though 1 walk through 
the valley of the ſhaddow of death, I will fear no evil ; fur 
thou art with me : thy rod and thy flaff they comfort me. 
Tou aut guide. me 03th thy counſel, and aftertbards re- 
ceive ne unto phory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upan earth that I deſire beſides thee, —— There 
_are many things in this work that might captivate the 
ſons of men; but Chriſt Jeſus is altogether lovely, he 
extracts the beauty, pleaſure, comfort, honour and ad- 
vantage of all created perfections, and centers all in him- 
felf, that may prove the proper object of our choice; 
and it is Chriſt's teſtimony of Mary, when he ſays, Mar- 
tha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many 
things : But one thing is needful : and Mary hath choſen 
; that good. part, that ſball not be taten away from her. This 
mall be* a dürable portion, when the Son of God ſhall 
ſhew that ſweet countenance at the laſt day, when theſe 
\  Uements ſhall melt with a fervent heat, the ſtars ſhall 
| | drop down like figs fully. ripe, the world ſhall be diſſol- 
ved, and the heavens ſball depart as a ſcroll rolled together, 
1 Hut David encouraged himſelf in the Lord his God. 
8 David had now loſt his wife and children; his ſub- 
iſtance was taken z. his houſe was burnt ; he had loſt the 
Eindneſs of his men; Saul was his enemy; and he was 
out of favour with his friends and the court: In a word, 
he had loſt all that was dear unto him in the world: what 
can he do.? well, But David encauraged himſelf in the 
Lord his God; in communion with a God in Chriſt; and 
that is better than the world, and all things therein. 
. , Now, I come to ſpeak a few things from the words, 
and but briefly, And +» 3c "oh 


'T. The people of God, notwithſtanding their intereſt, 
relation and enjoymenit of Gods of which they may boaſt 
very much; yet may be tryſted in this world with great 
diſtreſs. This is very clear in this paſſage; few could 
parallel David for intereſt in God, intereſt in heaven, 
intereſt in duty, gifts, graces and communications; and 

: 25 all this, he is greatly diſtreſſed: ſo the people of 

God, notwithſtanding; theit intereſt, and all their enjoy- 
ments inthe world, may. ſometimes be in great diſtreſs. 


II. The 


' Upon, I Sim. 2 XXX. 1 597, 
II. The "greateſt diſtreſſes of the 15 holes of God are 


ſometimes immediately prepiratory to their greateſf mer- 
ces and enjoyments. ' Even when the poor creature is 
almoſt anking k tor fear, and ſaying, now all is gone; ot 
ich David. in another caſe, ſay ying, One day or unether, 

1 fall fall by the hands ef Saul. But Are it falls out 


ho theſe are the dawnings of the . greateſt RE % : 


And this is clear in David's cafe be was greatly 

ſed; and what follows? 1. David'encourages 'hitoſclf. 
in the. Lord. 2. He aſſembles his men, purfues and o- 
vercomes all his enemies, recovers all his ſpoil, and Pe - 
turns with triumph. 80 then the diſtreſſes of the pep- 


ple of God, when they amount to the Long gy pt 


= pr eparktive to the reateſt mercies. 


III. Obſerve, at this ſame intereſt, enten gel 
iy the foundation of the gręateſt encouragement to fe 
people of God. When a man is brought ſo low, that. 
he knows not what hand to turn to; what ſhall he do, 
poor ſoul ? If he can but caſt up his accounts, and e 


how it ſtands betwixt God and him; and upon this 11 


ſue God befriends him; then let Rich velitiire: Sd then 
an intereſt ſecured in God, is the ee of the] 

teſt enjoyment and' encouragement from God. es, 
clear i David's caſe, he turns about, and cally up bis” 
accounts; turns over the volume of his former en * 
ments and experiences, and runs through the prom 1 
and looks to the covenant,” and what had formerly paſt 
betwixt God and his ſoul: I wot well one — fa 175 
I was intereſted in him. But David encouraged. himſelf 
in the Lord + and it is that which reſolves every Words 


a great word in the original. It runs thus, he encbu- 


raged himſelf in the Lord of hoſts, who made the world, 


heaven and earth, c. He gets God on his ſide; and 8 


then he ſays, T. Tough an hoft fhauld encamp aga inſt ne 
niy. heart hall not fear, and though ten thouſatid t come 
agatinßſt me, why, the Lord 7s upon my fide *—the" angel f 
ihe Lord ercampeth round about them ＋ 5 fear bim, 27 de- 
liuereth them. Then he encouraged ' himſelf in the Lore, 


his God: that is to ſay, though there were no more peo- | 


ple in all the world than myſelf, God who made the uni- 

verſe is my God; if there were no more promiſes made, 

he is my God for all. 80 let the world do what they 

will, if ye will ſerve God, it ſtrall be the comfort of my | 

heart but it 9 one of 22 thould turn your back 
"> up 


{ 
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upon my God, I cannot help that : for me and my fami- 
ly, we will ſerve the Lord. That was a choice reſoluti- 
on: it would perhaps weary you to inſiſt long upon thele 
truths ; therefore we -ſhall only mention or ſpeak a 1 . 


| words pon each of them at preſent. And 


I. Although one ſhould be a choice Chriſtian i in re- ä 


ſpect of intereſt, relation and enjoyment in God, and 


may:even have that epithet that was once given Titus E 


the Roman emperor, the delight of mankind : yet with 
David here, they may fall into great diſtreſs, that may 
make them go weeping and mourning with a heavy 
heart, and even ſometimes be ſo deſpondent, that they 
can have no comfort at all; and yet at laſt they will go 
to heaven, finging that bleſſed ſong, which is the matter 
of praiſe and admiration to both angels and men.—In 
ſpeaking to this truth, I ſhall notice ſome of theprinci- 
Aiſemal-like vidences that the people of God may 
e tryſted with in this life. And 

IJ, It may fall out in providence, that a child of God 
may be rent from the very neareſt of his relations that 
His affections are moſt ſet upon. Chriſtians, after all 
that they can plead: in this reſpect, may be ſo cruſhed, 


that they ſhall not have one of theſe friends to vent 


their love and kindneſs unto, or it may fall out, that 
the 
family.—I think, ſays the poor believer, Lam a world's 
ET that all things go thus wrong with me: for all 


the friends and relations I —_ 1 cannot find any thing 


0 


were two twins which Cy in their mother's belly at one 
time together; and yet a diflerence falls in between 
them, when they arrived at manhood. Jacob flies for 
bis life, and Eſau purſues for it. And it falls out, that 
in flying from his brother, Jacob has nothing but his 


cloaths on his back, and his ſtaff in his band : for with 


my flaff I paſſed over this Jordan. He was in great diſ- 
treſs ; and all this was occaſioned by his elder brother, 
that ſhould have been bis kindeſt friend in the world, 

80 che greateſt diſtrels of the people of God may ſome- 
/ times 


greateſt diſaſter may fall out in his own houſe and 


times proceed from their neareſt relations; and yet that 


was preparatory unto the greateſt mercy : for when he 
is gone into the fields, he falls aſleep, and there he 
meets with God in another manner than ever before. 


The angels aſcending and deſcending on the ladder, and 


and the Lord ſpeaking from above it in a wonderful way, 
and he ſays, This is ſurely none other but the houſe of God. 
Aud be called the name of that place Beth-el. Jacob be- 


came an excellent man upon the back of this: his for- 


mer diſtreſs led him to this his mercy.. It is ſaid, he, or 
rather Abraham went out, not knowing whither he went :- 
for _ led him, and freed him from that diſtreſs he was 
in.— The - | 
2. Inſtance, is, of David: he had many croſſes, and 
yer he had as many mercies as croſſes. But he had 
ſome crofles extraordinary. A ſon was born to him called 
Abſalom, who was the braveft man perhaps in the world, 
and David had the greateſt delight in him. He was a 
man of the greateſt perfection from the crown of his head 
unto the ſole of his foot: and yet he, who was the glo- 
ry of his father, became his greateſt heart-break. Tea, 
he ſought his father's life: and when David fled from 
him, he falls a-weeping; and goes up the aſcent of the 
mount of Olives bare-footed, and the people with him : 
and the reaſon was, his own beloved fon had conſpired 
to take away his life. So ye may ſee, that it may fall out 


in folks own families, that may occaſion their greateſt 7 


diſtreſs. But, Tr 


_ 2dly, Theſe diſmal- like providences may flow from © 


ſomething in providence, that ſeems ſo intricate that the 


people of God are not able to maſter theſe difficulties, + 


and may occaſion ſuch an aſtoniſhing damp upon their 
ſpirits, that they ſhall not know what hand to-turn to. 
This we may ſee to be the caſe with Iſrael, when they 
were about to enter the Red Seca :—the ſea was before 
them, and the rocks on every hand, and they knew not 
| how to eſcape. That was a great diſtreſs ; it was an in- 


vincible-like difficulty: what do they? They cry unto | 


the Lord, and ſay to Moſes, Becauſe there were no graves 


in Egypt, thou haſt taken us away to die in the wilder- 


neſs. © Where was. Aaron, Caleb, Joſhua, c.? Their 
ſpirits are now drooping, when the people are in ſuch 
' invincible-like diftreſs and difficulties. But providence. 


orders a great ontgate for them here. Though thou 


mayeſt think that the counſel of men cannot invent an 


% 


outgate 
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outgate of this kind in the caſe thou art in, O believer ; 
yet thou mayeſt come through; and the next day ſee 
all thy enemies drowned. There is a poor man or wo. 
man in a great temptation from the eclipſe and over- 
clouding the views of his former intereſt in God, and 
enjoytnents of his preſence ; and tits down and weeps, 
and cries, alas! its a hell upon earth; and I ſhall never 
get ont of this: And there is none in the world that can 
comfort me. Nay, had they all the people of God in 


the world about them, the reſult would be, miſerable com- 


forters are ye all unto me. No help below the clouds 
former experiences will not do: ſecret duty will not do: 
and Chriftian prayer and conference in fellow ſhip will not 
do : nothing but a caſt from his own hand from heaven 


dan do; and that only can cure the diftempered foul. 


He with his own arm cut the ſea aſunder, and made the 
people go through both the Red Sea and Jordan on dry 
ground. The words of Moſes, the fong ot Miriam, or 
the courage of Joſhua, in themſelves, without this, could 
not have done it. And Fo PE 

3dly, It fometimes falls out, that the people of God 
may be tryſted with great ecliples of God's countenance 
by deſertion. The child of God may be at that with it, 
ill the Lord 7a er ever ? and wil he be favoura- 
Ble no more © Pfal. lxxvii. 7. Or with Hemay, Pialm 
IxXXxvili. 5. Free amongſt the dead, like the ſlain whom thor 


remembereſt no more. And that alſo ſeemed a diſmal-like 


caſe with the church, Lam. iii. 8 — When 1c: and ſbout, 
he ſhutteth out my prayer. If it were but the ſuſpending 
of his preſence for a. little, it ſeems to be for a long 


time. 80 eclipſes of the ſweet countenance of God 


brings great diſtreſs upon his people, Pfal, xlii. 1. As 
the heart panteth after the water brook, ſo dull my ſou, after 
the living Ged ; nay, my. tears hath been my meat day and 
night.. He ſpent ſome time in that courſe, when he ſays, 
IV hen fhall I. come and appear before Gad. If knew the 
time, it would be refreſhing to me: but it it ſo length- 
ned out, that I doubt if ever I ſhall ſee the days that I 
have ſeen before. Now. this brings great diſtreſs : My 
Hul is taft down within me, avhbile they ſay contunally unta 
_—x Where i thy God? I am in great deſertion, and 
there is ſomething that occaſions this. 
I. The Lord hides the light of his countenance, and 
the man walks in darkneſs, as it were, at midnight, un- 
der goſpel-diſpenſations: he goes to the preaching 
| tac 


of 


” 0 7 


"Upon 1 [YES x. 6. 111 


che "—_ but he meets not with God there: He can- 
© I not gounto that Vgbt that formerly ſhone upon his fout. 
” And, 
9 2. His life is eclipſed, when the 12 of the grace 
| of God is taken away from his f. Many folk 77 . 
» MW ſermon, 3& many fermons ; but t ier are like thofe 
" WW folk that died by the dyke fide not long ſince, in Fol . 
l of your remembrances,: when there was a kind of ka- 
} mine, the poor things died for hunger; though it was 
J not altogether for want of bread, but of the bleffing of 
God upon it : for the more they did eat, they grew like 
atomies or ſkeletons, and ſo they ſtawed as it were for 
hunger, never being ſatisfied. So a number of people - 4 
under goſpel-diſpenſations have perhaps preaching e- 
nough, but nothing of the blefling with it. Perhaps 
they will tell you a note of the ſermon ; but look unto 
them, and you will ſee them dying, and the word of 
this bread in their mouth : they are not. fat and flon- 
riſhing, or growing up as calves in the ſtalls, like Chriſ- 
tians, in old age fat and flouriſhing. But they are dying 
with the bread ot the word of God in their mouths, which 
i a ſad ſymptom of the want of the bleffing and light of 
God's countenance upon it. It is not enough to run af- 
ter N for many follow that way that have little 
or no lively frame within them for all that. 5 s 
3. There is an eclipſe of the comfort and cönſplstions 
of the ſpirit, which is a ſign of deep deſertion: you 
know it was one of the bleflings of our God by his pro- 
miſe, when he was taking his farewel of his people and 
followers in this world, '1 will fend the Comforter unto 
pu, and he fhall teach you all things. This is the com- 
forter that br! ings conſolation. wnto the ſoul of a believer... 1 
Now, when one wants that, he wants God's kindneſs ; 15 
and there are many who go to preaching; but their hearts * 
are not, as it were, ſkipping within them: there are ma- 
ny who go to iecret duty; but when they come dut t 
their cloſet, their hearts are not warmed by the com- 
forts of the holy Spirit in duty. 
4. There is a palpable eclipſe of the peace of oY 
ence that paſſes all natural underſtanding. —There. a-2 
many, who, when they eat their meat are troubled ; 
and when in fellowſhip with others, they have no peace 
of conſcience. This is a fign of the want of the light of 
God's COUNtenance 3 and thus deſer tion, and the lengeh- 5 
9 | ning 
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ning out of itz; occaſions the diſtreſs of the people of 


445%, The people of God may be tryſted with this 
_ "difmal-like providence; that is, ſad diſappointment on 


the back of great experiences. 'The two diſciples going 


to Emmaus were choice Chriſtians ; Chriſt joins him- 


ſelf unto them, and aſks, What manner of communication 


are theſe that ye have one with another, as ye walk and are 
ſad? Maſter, ſay they, it is becauſe we are in diſtreſs, 


Says Chriſt, what ails you? they give him an account of 
it, and ſay, Art thou a ftranger in Jeruſalem, and haſt 


not known the things that are come to paſs in theſe days 
D concerning Jeſus of Nazareth We truſted that it had 


been 'he-who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael : and beſides all 


this, to-day is the third day, fince theſe things were done: 


——0qur very hearts are like to break becauſe of this diſap- 


pointment. So then diſappointments upon the back of 


great experiences bring the people of God into great diſ- 


_ treſs : So it is, Ia. xxvi. 17, c. Says the church, 
we have been travelling, and we thought we ſhould have 


brought forth a man child, or ſome great thing; but 
.- behold, we have broughtyforth nothing but wind, we have 


>. 


not wrought any deliverance in the earth, This was a 
great diſappointment, when they were expecting ſome 


great delivery. I have no doubt but the children of Ju- 


dah, who were carried ta Babylon, and were not ac- 


quainted with the hiſtory of the time of their delivery, 


thought, that within four or five years the Lord would 
break the bonds of their captivity; but when it came to 


twenty, thirty, forty, or ſixty years, then it is ſaid, Pal, 
cxxxvii. that they went out, and wept by the river Ba- 


bylon, and could not ſo much as think upon malic, or the 
_ Inſtruments of muſic: becavfe their expectation was bro- 


ken. There are many great promiſes made concerning 
the deliverance and reſtoration of the church; and ma- 


ny of the people of God fruſtrate their own mercy by 
ſpiriting of their hope; and when they are diſappointed 


at this time, many of the people of God begin to faint, 


becauſe the Lord deleys deliverance to his church. Say 
they; Shall we all die in this wildernefs ? Is there no door 
of hope ? Shall we not enter into our former poſſeſſions, 
and enjoy our wonted privileges again? It may be, that 


every one of this generation may die before the recovery 


of God's work in theſe lands: yet that day when it come: 


all be tranſportingly glorious; fee Pal. xxiv. at the 


cloſe ; 
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dloſe ; a ſeed that ſpall be barn ſpall do bin. — And let ine 


tell you, that ſome of you covets in point of Chriſtian 
fellowſhip to be very cautious; and why not? But let me 
tell you another thing, they may have five or fix years» 
of hearipg, of preaching and ſporting themſelves about: 
the congregation ; and yet perhaps one word dropped 
touching them on the outſide at laſt may do the turn. 
And as to the recovery and revival of the work of God. 
when ye are all rotting in the graves, ſolemn aſſemblies 
ſhall be kept and eſteemed, —and perhaps thoſe yet un- 
born, or the poor children that cannot yet diſcern be- 


_ tween their right hand and their left, ſhall be the per- 
ſons marching up with the ark of God, and dancing for 


joy before it. Remarkable is that inſtance of ſix hun- 
dred thouſand (beſides the Levites, women and chil- 
dren) of the children of Iſrael that came up out of the 


land of Egypt, there was not a ſoul of them, ſave Caleb 


and Joſhua, entered the promiſed land; but their carca- 


ſes all rotted in the wilderneſs: and yet their offspring 


when they went over Jordan, had brave days; and they 
fixed their twelve pillars in the midſt of the water, as 
monuments of God's great deliverance; there being no 


more to do but to pierce their enemies with the ſword, 
and divide their land by lot amongſt them. M are 


vary faint with diſappointments, when it pleaſes the Lord 


to cover his table, and ſet down upon it the glory df I-. 
rael. Then every ſtranger will ſay, Now, we expect he 


comes; yea, he is at the door: and this is the forerun- 
ner of the greateſt mercy to the church ; yet thou muſt 
not depend too much to {ze that, leſt thou be fruſtrated 
in thy expectation, and ſo thy ſpirit be ready to ſink wi- 
thin thee for ſorrow, | 

5thly, There may be this diimal-like providence, that 
may occaſion great diſtreſs by loſſes, croiſes, afftiftions 
and troubles, both upan the inward and outward man. 
In this caſe was Job: he was a good man, had many 
experiences, and much communion with God ; yet it 
felt out, that the Lord takes all from him: yea; that was 
not all: ſome ſtrife falls in betwixt him aud his wife: 
after all his ſubſtance and children are gone, a difference 


takes place between him and his natural, but Chriſtian 


friends. They were the choiceſt men perhaps then in 


the world; and yet they miſtook his caſe, calling hin 


an hypocrite, and he could not endure that.— Yet he 


was not over-much diſtreſt with all this, till he got ano- 


F * g 
- GG 
1225 c 
% * 


Co xig A Joby Dich/on's Sermon. 
cher caſt in provigence, and that was the lengthening 
out of all theſe his trials, and the hiding of God's coun- 
tenance therein. If we may ſay, that ſuch a man as Job 
could be broken; he was a mirror for religion: yet we 
; find him in the third chapter of his book, curſing the 
| day of his birth; and he ſpeaks many ſtrange things un- 
to God. O he was in great diſtreſs ; but in chap. xxiii. 
3. he comes to exprefs the language of his ſoul. 0 
that ¶ knew where I might find him! all his diſtreſs was 
nothing to that. He was never preſt at the heart, till 
he finds a great diſtance betwixt God and his foul. Af- 
Hlictions, croſſes, and external miſeries, and theſe all 
lengthned out in deſertion, occafions great diſtreſs. — 
And ye mult not think much of it, when ye are tryſted 
with theſe things: many of your neighbours have been 
10 dealt with before: it may be thou art poor; well, 
thanks be to God, there is many poor (at leaſt who were 
J poor) folk in heaven; and many were rich, and became 
poor, and grew far richer again than before, and yet 
ventured far. Job was in diſtreſs, but he overcame 
that, ere he died, and ſo becamie a victor in point of 
trial, both reſpecting internal and external difficulties. 
/ But Yi | 82 5 

Gthly, There is another diſmal like diſpenſation of 
providence: and it ſeems to be the ſharpeſt of all; and 
that is when God pleaſes to let the devil and the corrup- 
tions of his people looſe upon them, even thoſe latent 
corruptions, that they thought had been now chained 
up and hemmed in; ſo that the poor creature that ſeem- 
ed one day to be victorious over a body of ſin and death, 
is now trodden under the feet of theſe enemies; and 
that cauſes great diſtreſs, and is made to cry, O 1vre?ch- 
od man that Iam, who ſhall deliver me from the body of Ibis 
eath? Rom. vii. 24. There is ſomething here, that 
diſcovers his miſery. Tnere are ſeveral things diicov- 
ercd 1a this caſe. & "i, 

1. There are great fins diſcovered, Pial. xl. 12. In- 
numerable evils compaſs me about: mine iuiquities hae ta- 
ten hold upon me: they are mare than the hairs of mine 
bead. | , 

2. There is an awakened confſcienc2; and that cannot 
be well covered; the noiſe of it being become ſo terrible, 
And 3 ene | 
3. There is the wrath of an angry God: there is no- 

thing but wzath diſcovered.” - Alas, ſays the poor fonl, 
ST. I thought 
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I thought God and I ſhould never have been at variance 
again; but now to my coſt and fad experience, I find 1 
—— 8. | 
. There is ſome kind of impenitence : and in this 
3 the wo creature cannot be broken hearted Pong 
tor fin. . 

5. There is a ſuſpenſion oftheintimations ofthe Lord's 
favour and wonted loving kindnefſes, ſo that the ptor 
believer cannot attain to the days of old, and years of 
antient times. Sin prevailing, an angry God frowning, 
an awakened conſcience tormenting, nd a hard hzart 
drooping; O fad, fad! And yet a child of God may 
he ſometiines a ſuch a caſe as this, ice Pfal. XXXViID, 
for a proof of this doctrine. 


Now, a word of uſe : and ſeeing the Lord TY his Own 
chiidren in this world, how comes it to paſs, that they 
are oftimes in ſo great diſtreſs ? I aniwer firſt, he does 

it for trial of ſome few Pan, which perhaps are in 
thy caſe. And 

'1}}, For the trial of the graces of his own ſpirit; for 

inſtance; when a man 1s in great diſtreis, the Lord is 
trying him, if he can believe in ſuch a caſe, or hope in 
ſuch a diſtreſs: for the people of God are called to the 
lively exerciſes of the graces of the ſpirit of God, el 
pecially when their ſouls are in anguith and diſtreſs. * 
2dly, He does it to fee if thou wilt put theſe graces 
in exerciſe, that when thou art in great diſtreſs, wilt 
thou take hold of him by prayer: for ſtill the more that 
God's people were afflicted, they prayed the more. Bur 
David encauraged himſelf in the Lord his Gd. 

Zily, He does it to try if they will go the whole round 
of duties, to be as Job was, when he ſaid, O that I might 
know where I would find him; would venture to 
wonder all the world over to find my God: It was u 
ne bie relolution in Hannibal. Says he, © I ſhatt wan- 
« der all the world over to find out my enemies.“ This 
was magnaninious ina Pagan: So when a Chriſtian in, 

the way "of duty, is purſuing after Cod in ordinances, 
it is a great matter for a man under a reſtraint, to walk: 
after the way of a Chriſtian, I will run the ways of thy 
commandments,—when thou haſt enlarged me; but 
what if he enlarge thee not? it is that watch by thy * 
treſs he 1 nay 2s thee unto. 1 
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In the ſecond place, he tries you with diſtrefs, to 
complete you. The world is not complete by perfec- 
tion, but it is complete by ſceming imperfection. If 
all the creatures in the world had been made of one ſize 
and proportion as to their perfection, it had not been 
complete: but it conſiſts of devils and men, good and 
bad, wiſe and prudent, men and fools: beſides all kind 
of creatures; nay, all ſorts of venomous beaſts. - O ſay 
ye, the world would have been better for the want of 
theſe : but by your favour it is his work: ſuch imper- 
fe& things complete the work. If thou wert ſtill weep- 
ing, thou would not be a complete Chriſtian. There- 
fore he brings the under failings, and ſuffers temptations 
to prevail over thee, and makes thy ſpirit to droop; ſo 
that thou art weeping and ſighing one day: and glorying 
the next day, and triumphing in the Lord: and that. 
makes thee a compleat Chriftian, and tends to com- 
plete his work upon thy foul. Neither would it 
be a compleat church, if it were not fo, that ſome are 
impriſoned, ſome deprived of their worldly ſubſtances, 
and fome even brought to the gibbet for the cauſe of 
Chriſt, and all to make a complete church. We may 
ſay, in ſome: caſes, Epiſcopacy was a happy trial to the 
church to render it more compleat : for without ſuch a 
trial many would have dwined away without life; but 
the trials, troubles and croſſes of the church alſo render 

Her more compleat. So that thy fainting, doubtings, 
ünbelief, temptations, Wc. and thy victory over all 
* makes thee, as it were, compleat! If thou wert 
gaing trembling faintly to heaven, thou wert not com- 
pleat, and why ? that is for theſe rather that are above 
than theſe below ; but this makes thee a man like thy- 
ſelf in matter of profeſſion. 

Thirdly, He tries thee that the whole of thy prepara- 
tion may be running in the right channel, that is, for 
all the advantages he brings thy ſoul to hope for; yet he 
brings thee under diſtreſs, that thy ſeed may ſpring and 
his barns may be filled. There is a great difference be- 
tween a ſpring time and the harveſt. Spring time is a 
pleaſant time: but ſummer, harveſt and winter make up 
the glory of the year. The good man keeps the feed in 
His barn, till- the ſpring come; and then the weeds 
ſpring up, and if it were ſtill ſummer, they would over- 
grow the good grain; but the winter kills them; ſo that 
they do not overgrow the good ground. So he w__ | 

the 


| 1 Upon 1 Sau. xxx. G . 1 
the ridges of ſouls by theſe: troubles to make them 
fruitful : and O happy is the man that goes forth, bearing 
precious ſeed. weeping, that is, in grief and trouble: and 
becauſe of a {pring time, he ſhall return with his ſheaves 
rejoicing 1:30 Ia. Ixvi. 10. Refoice ye with Feruſalem, 
and be glad with her, all ye that love — &c. And Lack. 
ix. 4. — G0 through the 5 e, Feruſalem, and ſet a mark 
| — the e, of the men that ſigb and cry for all the 
abominations that are done in the midſt thereof. Poor folk, 
they are like to break their hearts; but I am come to 
make them the ſeed of the church: ſome folk are not- 
content to ſee people mourning, and very angry to ſee * 
them weeping,— But when it falls out on occount of 
their duty, troubles are the ſeed time of the church. 
There is a number of profeſſed Chriſtians that remain as 
unconcerned at the afflitions of the church and people 
of God, as if they were living 3 in the wilds of America: 
and a number that are living betwixt this and the weſt 
ſeas, are as unconcerned with the ſufferings of Chriſt in 
his myſtical members, as if they were living there; _ 
their own conſciences bear them witnels, bd 3 
bringing forth much fruit to God : but perbaps will. 
Jend a blaſt that will blow up that nen 5 thing 
that tends, to the deſtruction of the Specht 


II. A ſecond. obſervation that 1 ſhould ſpeak A. little 
to, is, That the greateſt diſtreſſes of the people of Go 
are preparatory to their greateſt mercies; and it is very 
clear, that in miny of the people of God, their greateſt 


diſtreſſes have been previous to their greateſt enjoyments. 


Then we muſt not caſt at the diſtreſs of the church and 
poor affficted people of God: but paſſing this at profes 
to haſten 3 there is a 1 K 744.4 
III. Thing that I ſhall juſt name, and come to a cloſes 
and it is this ; That tbe ſame intereſt in God is the beſt 
foundation of encouragement for. the people of God 3 
time of diſtreſs. But David encouraged. himſelf in th 
Lord his Ged. It was his intereſt in God that occaſioned. . 
this. If folk would be rightly fortified againſt diſtreſſes, 
there is your intereſt, Pſal. xlvi. 1. Gad is our-refuge ane. 
firength ; a very preſent help in the time of trouble : r 
_ vill not fear . the earth be removed. I will not be a- 
fraid, and why £ Becauſe the Lord is become the ſure 
melter of his church and, . Now, there are a few 
4 5 P Ree 


118 Mr. John Dickſon's Sermon. 
© things that pave the way for a diftreſt child of God in 
ſecuring,qn intereſt in him. And * 5 
Here the caſe may be with ſome, If I could get my 
- Intereſt ſecured in God, I would not care what became 
of me, and all that I have this day in the world. 80 
there are ſome things requiſite in order for the better 


ſecuring this intereſt in God; which may ſerve as an 
application for the ſhutting up of the ſubject at preſent. 
And 


1. Thou muſt caſt thine eye, 0 Chriſtian, upon thy 
former and paſt experiences; either upon the communi- 
catiops of the Lord's kindnefs, the out- lettings of his 
love, or his power, exerted for thy forth- coming in thy 
Journey heavenward. For inſtance, David encounters 
his enemies, and his adverſaries grow, namely Goliah, 
he defies the armies of the living God; and the armies 
of the hving God are Bke to faint for fearof him. Da- 
vid comes, and ventures on a ftrange attempt, in order 
to damp the adverſaries, and raiſe up his own ſpirit ; 
_ what does he? Says he, I will ire. O ſays the 
5 Ifrael, thou art * aftripling : what canſt thou 
But ſays David, I will venture, O king; I was 
4M * my father's flock: and there came a lion and a 
bear; and I ſlew them both; and the Lord that deliver- 
ed me out of the paws of the lion, and the mouth of 
; "the bear, will, alſo deliver me out of rhe hands of this 
- uncircumciſed Philiſtine. Here was an intimation of 
the Lord's reſpeck unto him by a former experience; 
and upon that, fays he, I will venture my blood upon 
Him: and afterwards he entered the liſts with Goliah. 
He ſaid unto David, Am I a- dog, that thou comeſt to 
ame With ftaves? and he curſed him by his gods: 1 will 
| thy fleſh to be meat to the beaſts of the earth, &'«. 
| 8 David, hear me one word: thou comeſt unts me 
aut of ſword , ; but I come to thee in the name of 
„ whoſe armies thou haft defied, and that u- 
Pon an old experience. 80, in a diſtreſſed caſe, when 
the people of God are brought very low; yet they may 
| _ Inſure themſelves, and adventure on difficulties by reca- 
5 © pitulating former experiences The day was once when 
©- _ Chriſt tryſted with my ſoul; and once I was obliged: to 
ſay, The Tord is my Gad. Now I will venture my life 
andall I have this by upon that, if the Lord call me to 
it. I was at ſuch and ſuch a communion, and there 
wa Yd an ir onk upon my ſoul of his 1 
d 


4 
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hat I cared for nothing. So reſlect upon that old ex- 
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0 „ ay : look back to him whom thou avouchedf to 
be thy God in former times; and why may he not be thy 
God now allo? Sa, e | 
2. The people of God ought to relieve their ſpirits in 

. diſtreſs by cafting their eyes upon him inſtead of all re- 
lations, in theſe days. He is thy father, thy huſband, 
thy elder brother, thy beſt friend, and ſympathizer with 
his people in all their afflictions; and what a privilege 
is this to be thus related unto him who is the king. of 

. faints, and the glory of the church; and not only fo, 
but thy own God by old experiences? Take him then 
in all the relations in which he holds out himſelf unto 
thy ſoul, for ſecuring thy intereſt in him againſt all diſ- 
treſs; and this will occaſion great encouragements. 
How much did David encourage himſelf in a vie of 
theſe relations, when he ſays, Pſal. xviii, 2. The Lord 
ic my rock, and my fortreſs, and my deliverer : my Gad, my 
ftrength, in whom I will truſt ; my buckJer and the born of 

my ſalvation in whom I will truſt, And in this he en- 
courages himſelf to bleſs and magnify the Lord. And 
3. Take a view of the Lord in his divine attributes: 
and that may help to hold up thy ſoul, O believer; for 
he is mighty to fave ; and to ſave. thee in all thy diſtreſ- 
ſes and intricate difficulties, He is alſo. infinite in coun- 
ſel and ſo can ſet thy foot on a rock, and eflabliſh thy zuay 
before thee. Thou canſt not tell what. will become of 
thy own caſe, nor the affairs of the church of Chaiſt : 
wilt thou then ciſt all theſe over upon the infinity of 
God? he ſits at the helm of. affairs, and ſteers the rud- _ | 
der; and ſo points the ſhip whitherſoever ſhe is to go; 
and though we ſhould be overclouded with never ſo mar 
ny diſcouragements; yet God is the Lord, ſee thexawa;: 
and xcix. Pſalm. The beginning of both is, & 2 
reigneth, and let the earth rejoice, and the People fer N 


is mercy therein, Pial. ciii. 13. Libe @ e, 


Father pitieth his children, fo the Lord pitieth all that feax  - ff 


»—<# 


than they are able to bear. He may lay troubles upon (3 
them and trials: and what the matter? that is his. Wa -%5 
with the church : but what follows ? he relicves his peo⸗-- r 
ple, and delivers Jacob out of all his troubles. O tirs, x 
we were rightly fortified againſt the diſtreſs of theſe times 
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the children of God might have a pleaſant life this day: 


It is he that juſtifieth me, may ye ſay: and O but ye are 


Happy, O believers, that have an intereſt in ſuch a 


powerful and wiſe God. He is one that guides his own 
with his everlaſting arms around them: as the walls 


are round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord encompaſſeth 


his church; and he that neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps, 
watches over her, T'll tell you, that the Faintneſs of 
ſpirits proceeds from your want of faith.— O ye of little 


' jaith, how long ſhall I be with you Kc. When the cen- 


turion came unto me, ſays the Saviour about the caſe bf 
Bis ſervant, I bade him go home, his ſervant would be 


healed: he did fo, and found him whole at the ſet hour, 
But now, ye doubt of my power and abilities: How long 


will ye be without faith? If ye had faith but as a grain 
of muſtard ſeed, ye might ſay unto this mountain, be thou 


removed, and be thou caft into the ſea, and it ſhall be done, 
This ſeems to be the worſt diſaſter, that many Chriſtians 
meet with; they will not venture their ſouls caſe upon 


him. O ye of little faith, why do ye doubt ? Some Chriſ- 


.- *ians will venture their fouls ſalyation upon him, but 


Have not confidence in him concerhing his chprch and 
Intereſt in the world, But do ye think, that he has 
not an equal intereſt in both? and has he not promiſed 
to build the walls of his Jeruſalem, and to put on the 


- top ſtone thereof with ſhouting, /aying, grace, grace, un- 
© Zo it? There is na ground to doubt, but antichriſt and 
all his antichriſtian *crew, ſhall yet be brought under 


the feet of the living God; and all theſe antichriſtian 
doctrines now taught and applauded by men, ſhall yet 


be trodden under foot. For he muſt not reign, until he 
Have put all enemies under his feet: The laſt enemy that 


Sail be deſtroyed, is death, 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26. He ſhall 


, tread under his feet the nations, piercing unto their 
very heart with the ſoles of his feet, driving them to 


pieces, as a potſherd is broken to ſhivers ; and if ye were 


rightly acquainted with him, ye would have the faith of 
this: And tho?” we be under a cloud for the time by the 


preſent diſcouragements, what the matter of that? yet 
we cannot miſtruſt the Lord, that has promiſed he ſhall 
reign in ſpite of all his enemies. There are brave days 


0 Chriſtians, coming, when what concerns a 


' - 


_ Ft is Goff that juftifieth, and who may lay any thing: to the | 
.. © eharge of God's ele? Let him then give a caſt of his 
+ Kindneſs to his people, and ſecure their intereſt to them , 


*% 


| ſhall be ateompliſhed: The days are coming, that theſe i 

poor deſpiſed people, that are now weeping, fighingy 

5 ſobbing, and deſponding, ſhall be u 
i Poor peeviſh ſpirited folk that have no faith in God, 


think that religion wholly conſiſts in ſighing, and droop᷑-᷑-/ 
ing; but no ſuch matter; it is the part of the people f 
| | God, to look up unto the captain of their ſalvation, who "I 
through ſuffering was made perfect. He has promiſed 
to do all things for you that have an intereſt in him thus 
ſecured. David encouraged himſelf in the Lord his 
God: follow this example, and all ſhall be well. But 
we ſhall ſay no more.—But to his name be the praiſe, _ 


N. B. If the Pages ſpecified could have admitted, I 
intended to have here, along with this, -publiſhed ano- 
ther pretty large but very faithful ſermon by the {ame 
author, preached in the year 1680, from theſe words 
Luke ii. 35. Tea, a ſword ſhall pierce through thy ewn at. 
fo, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. * 

In this diſcourſe, he ſhews the evil of the indulgence, _ = 
ceſs paying, bonding, c. And when treating on thje 
word {words, very elegantly diſcribes theſe fous-kinds _. _ _ 
of ſwords ſpoken of in ſcripture ; viz. The {word f 
Juſtice, the ſword of judgment, the ſword of reproach, 
and the ſword of many ſorrows, When deſcribing this 
ſecond ſword, the ſword of judgment, he has the fol- 
lowing very remarkable ſentences; “ We have had a 
« bloody ſword amongft us already, and who knows nm 
but the next ſword may be the ſword of his ey "i, 
& we hear of {words now in ſeveral places of th&coun=:  *," 1 
& try hanging in the air, as clear as glaſs (or chriſtal?/ 
and when {ome put the queſtion, what this can mean? 
Some put this commentary on it, that there is et 

( more blood to he ſhed; and who knows but this max 
be meant by it alſo, that the ſword of the Lord judg- 
«© ment is bathed in heaven, and made ready to exe- - 
cute juſtice and judgment upon the generation, 6 
ec will not fear, ſerve and obey him. And we declare 
5 unto you this night, that as the Lord lives, if ye Uve 
c any number of years, ye ſhall ſee ſtranger days than 
tc ever ye have yet ſeen ; for God is coming with great __. . 
« wrath and indignation againſt this land: And no wott. © 
« der it be ſo, for all the unparalelled wickedneſs that 
cc ever was done in a land, is done in this land. In all 
te the hiſtory we ever read, divine ar human, 9 4 
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- read of a worſe generation on the earth than we in 


"168 8 Britain are at this day, c.“ Now, how applicable 
* this is to our: * Wr muſt be left with 
: Grp A | 
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w e the Lord while be may be ood. . cal . bin 


98 is near. 


AN * ſtood in 0a t terms with God, irs: - 
O but man, when he was firſt created, was 
and plorious creature] He af made but a 22 


Auer than the Angelr ; for his glory and his holineſs was 
ſuch, that as the friend of God, he might hav& ſpoken 


2 8 as familiarly to-his Lord and creator, as a man Pg to 
Dis friend. But O he ſinned away that priviledge, and 


43 3 ide Lord chaſed him away, and excluded him from pa- 


radiſe: that was a ſad change on Adam, when the Lord's 
.voice was terrible unto him in the garden ;-ſays- Adam, 
A heard thy voice in the garden; and 1 was afraid; ; What 
fears thee, Adam? What ails you at my voice? It uſed 
0 0 ho 2 echr - unto you: haye you hes 4 9 
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"Yam fore ſomething is not right bas: what; 3 ( 
"eaten of the forbidden tree, and finned againſt me? no 


vonder that you are afraid; for I am become your e 5 
nemy for that: and now degone from my fight and 


preſence, (until ye be reconciled uuto me in another 
way and manner and that through the blood of 
my own Son.) There was Adam and all his poſterity 
daniſhed forth from the preſence of God. Now, what 
| eſtate, is man then in? He is in a eſtate that he cannot 
look God in the face, and God cannot look him in the 
face, but he is a terror unto him. Now, till he be recon 
ciled by Jeſus Chriſt, he cries nothing but, hide us from 
the face of him that '/ ts upon the throne, from the Lamb 
Sc. Hills and mountains, cover us from his glory* 
for we cannot endure his ſpotleſs holineſs; but tho this 
he the caſe. with all mankind, yet bleſs the Lord, that 
has found out another way, whereby he reconciles him 
again unto himſelf; that is, in and through the blood 
of his own Son, his ſent and well beloved Son, to be- 
come man; and in that nature to ſuffer in his merit anc. 
mediation for man's ſin and tranſgrefſion : : and thereby... 
to be reconciled unto God again. There man has accefs 
; his holipefs ; man may come boldly to the throney 
of his grace, and none to make him afraid. O the 
Lord is got off the throne of juſtice, and for Chriſt's 
fake is ſeated now upon the throne of mercy, love and, 
grace: and what ſays he now? what cries his mefſeng-" 
er here unto you? but, — Seel he the Lord, while be is o 
be found, call ye upon his name, while he is nr. Chriſt: 
has brought God the Father near ;—for God way in, 


6 brift reconciling the world unto himſelf. And therefore J 54] 


this is the charge given all his meſſengers, that they? 
* ſhould tell all the world, that, if ever they would co. 
near him, they muſt do it in Chriſt. O if ye would b 
acquainted with him, it muſt be in and Oka) bis ey 
Son Jeſus Chrift : if you would have that enmity .- 


m h the Lord while be i iq ta be be pan In the Wards: 


| 7 AV 
The exhortation to this great duty; and id it is, S's 5 
-the Lord. There is the duty of all the poſterity — 
dam. Men and women, what is your duty and work in 


che world, or buſineſs here atap? It is not to eats < 


drink, ffeep, | live, die and periſh, like the beaſts: no, 
on 5g name > the ne Seek the favour 


F to feck the Lord upon great bulineſs: -. 
* 


en way, and be made friends with him again, ye 85 | 


* 


"#4 + FEW d ; Sem n 
YZ W_ friendſhip of God: a earch union and. come 
munien with him. Seek to glorify God bere, and to 
+. . | enjoy Binn hereafter; this is your great work and buſi. 
"meſs in the world. And 
' +»4, We have the encouragement given, that is, while 
de is 10 be found. Why, ſay ye, need we ſeek him ? he 
will not be found of us now: we have offended him by 
breaking the covenant of works. Now he has caſt us 
cut with our forefathers, for their and our ſins and 
tranſgreſſions. No, ſays the ſpirit of God, for all this, 
there may be peace made with him yet; for as far as he 
q gone, he may yet be found, if we take the right way 
3 | — * with: it he is yet nigh at hand; ſeek him ah is to be, 
. Found, call —_ him awhile he is near. I he obſervation - 
= from the words, is 


EZ,” --Thatthe Lord Jeſus Chrift ſs mot ſhut. up; from poor 
* Fey "Ws; but if any have a mind for him, they may Bud 
W Him. James 1. 5. If ary man lack wiſdom, Jet him aft 
* = 3 2 God, hich giueth liberally to all men, and upbraideth 


"one He is not on the reſerve, he is not ſo ſhut up 
from ſinners, that he is not to be found. Indeed, he may 
ſometimes, as it were, go to his place, that ye may ſcek 
the more after him: and I ſhall give you the following 
eridenoes that the Lord! is not ſhut up, or e 
Ae children of men. And 
{SHOE ;- Becauſe he has commanded all r men aud women 
3 8 25 him; and this fays, he is not upon his Leeping 
A. (b to ſpeak) from them, when he has commanded all 
| thechildrenof Adam, all at leaſt within the viſible church 
YL 0 5 ſeect᷑ ye Lord, while he is to be Found, &c. He has given 
+, - -,- .out the royal commandment for it; and indeed ſome- 
5. I times when this is followed out it paſſes into a law. In 
Aſa's days, who was a good king and that is a great bleſ- 
b ing. to a land or people; it is faid 2 Chron. xv. 12. 
. Au they entered into a covenant to ſeek the Lord God of 
2 "heir fathers with all their hearts, &c. And that 
dioever ſought not the Lord, ſhould be put to death, abhe 
man er woman, &c,—O when thall ſuch an a 
from the rulers in theſe lands, that ſuch as will na 
the Lord ſhall be put to death l Ye ſee the Lord not ön- 
5 commands it, but he threatens judgment ſor not ſeek- 
ing of him, pour out thy furg en the heathen, ond the Jon 
lies thet calinoton: thy. names * F 12 
to /be-ſou 


au, This, that the Lord is content 
= 8 LIVED tells r may ad | 
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follow' out this great duty. And 


glorify G 


| kim. not leave to ſpeak, but flies into his neck, and 


| erade.— Ay, but there is joy in heaven for that: it is 


pom. 44 = 6. + Þ 77 


Chriſt's NH what ſays the angel to the wom 
E Chriſt is not here! here is he gone ? the world is w WM 
"and large: we knovy 45 here to ſeek him: but fays. . 955 


the angel, he'Þ gone 1 hn e you unto Gallilee, aud ee 
e Uyſted with, you before he 
ſaffered, and there ye ſhall Ind him. Do not "think; 
then that Chriſt is keeping himſelf up from yu * -» 
300, Becauſe he has made many promiſes, and given 2 
great encouragements, that if they follow on to ſeek tile 
Lord, they thall find him. He has made many a ok 
and encouraging promiſe,” that thy may ſeek him and 


EF 


| al 
4thly; He gives them a bleſſed welcome, hat ſeek. © 7 
him. He upbraids none, but makes them M welcome. | 
He is eaſily overcome by them, Song iii. 4. I Hund him, 1 
ham my /: foul loveth 1 held bin, and awould not let him go, M8 
&c. e ſpguſe; and he is well content to be holden | 
of her. 1 great welcome he gave the prodigal 
ſoa, when be geP to Rm: : Says he, I will go back 
again to my fathers houſe, and ess my fins, and ſo - 
ot what does the father he goes out to meet 
him, and ſays, is this my Son! He as it were, give 


TEES 


yet alive again, that was lo and is Hund, Such a ment 
an J d. Chriſt and the ſoul is, as was between Jaco Fn 
Joſeph ; It is enough that my Son Foſeph is alive: 
And it is ſaid, he wept on his neck; this ſays, he is n- 
tent to be ſought,” and gives great welcome and encou- 
ragement ; bring the fatted calf and the bf raiment . 
put upon him, Sc. : 
Now, Sirs, here is a great witneſs a8 8 you in ths = 
day of the Lord; if ye will not come and ſeek mercy” in 
time through the blood of Jeſus, for cleanfi ing from'y our 
fins. Forſake your evil ways, and if this were the 025 
the fatted calf would be killed. If Scotland were 
the turning! hand, we would get another feaſt yet, for — _— 
new marriage bargain,” Yea, it is ſaid, there 45 fog 3 
heaven. at the converſion of one finner - There i is much for>: - 
row” in the world, When a poor foyl turns to God; the” bs 
devil and the world | is laying, we have loſt a good 6 


faid, at the converſion or repentance of one finner, 


7 there is joy in heaven. O but that fays, that Sbriſt © is | 
5 er e * o to fpeak) from his N 1 
* WC | "tp. 0 


* 
— 


* — 3 45. 6 "IP Siples 5 . 
3 e, Now, ifit is ſo, that the Lord is thus to be found: 
| x e Bord, - while be is to be found; call upon him, while 
bes 3 The Lordi is not ot up yet, 255 Scotland; 
their afſemblies fays, that Chriſt is yet to be found ; that 
he keeps,.up 4 lic diſplayed banner in ſpite of all 
his enemies, both papiſts, prelates, and malignants, and 
their laws and arms: Chriſt is covering a goſpel ta- 
die here and there: and what is he proclaiming by 
| . hat banner, but if any mas will make peace with me, 
be a "= i; tet him take hold of my Arengtb, and he ſhall make peace 
wb me 72 Chriſt is crying this to Scotland: this ſays 
| he is IN. the reſerve with us; then ſeek him while 
u, and call upon him while he is near. And 
I'ſhall notice ſome of the places, and alſo of the times, 
Wherein ye will moſt likely find him. And. 
, Ye will find him in ſecret. If ye ſeek him aright, 
be ſure to ſeek him there. Says Chriſt, when thou 
rayeft, ſhut thy doors, and pray to thy father avhich is in 
ſecret ; and thy Father: which feeth in ſecret, Hall reward 
| thee openly. Alas Far, that there be many folk that 
come to meetings and conventicles, (as they are called) 
r not given to ſecret prayer and ſeeking of God. 
nts, I exhort you to exhort your children, to ſeek 
in ſecret prayer; and: naſters, exhort your ſervants 
Jeek him this way. There are alſo places, yea, houi- 
Ts whercin ye will raore readily find him thang in other 
- Places : fee Jacob when coming to his Father; Laban 
Eat behind him, and faw before him: he ſent his wives and 
Whole ſubſtance before him: what, will ye ſtay alone 
: Ihe all night? O ſays Jacob, I have a friend to | peak 
Vith this night: and I have ſet this time apart for it; 
© and I have a ſecret errand ; as Ehud faid, when he killed 
Eglon, I have a ſeeret meſſa e unto thee 0 king : 50 afoul 
that is right exerciſed has ſtill ſome ſecrets with the Lord, 
hat even the neareſt of its relations muſt not know of. 
It may be .confeffing or mourning for ſome ſecret ſin, 
I Fon, or ſecret ſuit for the mortification of 
8 a ag fin or corruption, —or {ome ſecret wreſtling | 
| . God that it may have ſome teſtimony of its finceri- 
"> tore him. Therefore it is this ſecret duty that is 
> 5 much commended. Jacob wreſtled with the angel of 
the covenanz, and there he got a fair trial, and a bleſſed 
| tryſte, as ye have it Hol. xii. 4. Tea he ha pawer over 
| the ach, and . He ue, and made yearn, | 
| F - unto 7 
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: "Me 153 A. 1 _ 4 * 
unt TRY Kc. Where found he bim? HY Bethel. * "x 
- Birs, ſecret ſeeking of God is a great dn e would 
find him, ye muſt be ſecret ee 00 J 
A Nathaniel indeed: but, how knoweſt thou the . 
Nathaniel to Chriſt, when he called him an Huclirt 1 
deed. I ſaw thee under the fig tree. Very kein Tknow 7 
the place where thou haſt fellowſhip with ine in ſecre r. 
There are ſome folk at this with it, that they know'n 9 ot - ; 1 Ka 
Where they fay their ſecret prayers — neither is the 
ſet form of prayers that ye muſt confine yourſelves un 
to; but if thou be a true ſeeker of God, thou wilt 75 
ther confine thyſelf to ſet forms, nor ordinary times, 
but thou wilt ſet ſome times apart for it. Aud ſo if ye. 
would find the Lord, ye muſt feek him in'ſecret. © © 
: 2dly, Ye will find him not only in ſecret prayer . —— 
reading of the word, and confeſſing of your ſins, 3 
alſo in hriſtian fellowſhip, or ſociety meetings. Wen 
you cannot find him in ſecret, there is another place to 
go to, that is, fellowſhip meetings: and to theſe will 
x go, ys the believer ; ſays the 25 8 ' ed 


4 

0 

* 
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| — broad ways, that i is, where I knew the — of G | 
were in fellowſhip meetings; and there I ſought him, 8 
«vhom my ſoul loveth, And indeed, if you wouldfind him, 
it would be as readily there as in many other places. 
Chriſt evidenced this, John xx. 10. There the diſcip- 
les went home, but it is ſaid, Mary ſtood without, weeßp⸗ 
ing her alone. She could not think to leave Chriſt's 
grave; and what comes of it? ſhe gets a manifeſtation; ,. 55 
Chriſt ſpake to her and ſaid, woman, why weepeſt thoth?.: 
' She ſuppoſed him to be the gardener until he revealed, 225 
himſelf unto her: and then the eſſayed to take hold bt bi 
his feet: here was a manifeſtation in ſecret. Well, „ 5 733 
next manifeſtation was in fellowſhip, ver. 19. Wis 76; 51M 
the doors were ſhut, where the di iſciples wwere aſſembled far AL ETE. 
fear of the Jews, came "Jeſus and flood in the midſt aut 
ſaid, peace be unto you, — They durſt not keep their public ** * * 
_ aſſemblies : Therefore gather together unto privatè fel. 
| lowſhips ; for there it is ſaid, Chriſt came and ſtobd 7 = 
the mids of them; and it is faid elſewhere, that he breads - 
ed upon them, and ſaid, your fins are forgiveh yo you. Ruit BELA 
I cannot tell (my friends) what is become of the welt: of ©. — 85 
Scotland now; for he was not counted much worth in 


1 ; figs that did. not meet MI Rp to os 


a ** At 
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5 3 Mr. C5 Semple S Sermon, | 
che kid ae could not have met on the high way 
but they would have ſpoken of God and religion: but 
that is gone both in life and converſation. It is 
ſald, that when it was ſaid to a certain man, that he 
-Tthould venture ſomething, for religion: I cannot tell, 
© (faid he) if my religion be fo ſtrong, as to bear ſuffer- 
„ing.“ - So that your religion is not that ſtreng, as to 
bring you together to ſeek God, is a black mark or to- 
ken of ſome terrible judgment coming on the land; And 
Af any thing will prevent jndgment it is ſeeking the Lord. 
But it is a ſincere ſeeking him with the whole heart: 
The king pf Nineveh could tell you that crying mightily 
to God did prevent ruin. But we fear the king of Nine- 
vie ſhall ariſe in judgment, and condemn many profeſ- 
ſors in this generation. It is not the hearing of preach- 
ing, nor the hearing of r miniſters, (as ye call 
them,) and that ye will not hear the curates, (alas that 
ftthere ſhould have been ſo much compliance with them) 
will do, without fincere ſeeking of God. ſome in the 
+ . apoſtle's days, ſaid, they were of Paul, and they of Apol- 
los; butis Chriſt divided? will ye make more of ri, 
| and look leſs to inſtruments. + 
'3dly, Another place where ye will find him, is in the 
Fee ordinances. Say the daughters of Jeruſalem, 
ng vi. 1. Whither is thy beloved gone that wwe may ſeek 
Vim with thee. - Well, what ſays the ſpouſe ? M y beloved 
a gone down into the en that is, to the church, to 
 . gather lillies, that is to gather belie vers. Sq ye will 
. find him in his ordinances, aud the public aſſemblies of 
Bis people. Says the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. Ixiii. 2. To ſee thy 
i er and thy glary, as 1 have ſeen thee in the ſanfuary. 
to be back at his ſanctuary, ſays the believer ; and 
2 What would ye ſee there? Why, I ſhould ſee Chriſt, 
E * J and Have a manifeſtation of his power there: Well, firs, 
2 ": og he has told you ſo poſitively where ye will ind 
IE Im; then ye will be inexcuſable in the day of the 
"NT: 11 ye. ſeek him not. And here we take inſtru- 
wents againſt you, that the Lord is yet to.he found in 
Scotland. And for all the force, acts, laws, and baniſh- 
ments, Chriſt is yet to be found there. We need not 
ih over to o Holland, France or Germany to ſeek Chriſt: 
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EY B, A few ſentences of Pn above two particulars, is 
ed from the applicatian of another ſermon of the fame 


_ 3 like ſubj ect fram Zeph. xi. 3. Seek ze the Lord; 
0 5 meck of the earth, to make ihem more compleat, 
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He is yet in Scotland, and to be.ſeen in ſeeret,, in fellows / - "i 

ſhip, and in the mount of goſpel ordinances, Much 

Pains have they taken to chaſe him away, and with ſound =» 

of trumpet and tuke of drum commanded hi t depart ; 

our coaſts; . but we bleſs his name, and tate it for a 

token of good, that for all the ways and meangthey hive 

taken to baniſh him, he will not go away. And though 
they would ſend off all his houſhold furniture, that ſo 
he ſhould not have a miniſter or profeſſor there; yet he 
has commanded an arreſt that they take not all.thele 
out of Scotland,” which ſhews, that he has no mind 
yet to quit Scotland. And may not that encourage 

you to ſeek the Lord? And if ye do not, it will be a 

great diſadvantage unto you. I will tell you, what will 

come of it: he will be a witneſs againſt you. Is he ſeeks e 
ing you? And will Ps not ſeek him? Is Chriſt ſ 200 a 
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thy ſoul's good and welfare, O man and woman ang 
wilt thou not ſeek him? O that will be a Vitneſ 

_ againſt you, Chriſt is ſeeking a church and people to 
ſerve and glorifie him; and will ye not ſeek him? This 
will be a witneſs againſt you in the day of the Lord; whats» 

ever you may now think of it. 3 


Secongly, T come, in the next place, to tell you of the 7 2 
| times, wherein ye will moſt readily find him. Ang 
| 1, Ye will find him in the morning of the day, after = 


the reſt and refreſhment of ſleep in the night; and before 4 
| ye engage your hearts to the world, and the lu a: Mi 
| through the day. Engage your heart to i ty Lon a 
; then. There are ſome folk no ſooner awake, RR. the — . 
] world awakes with them: the world crys, up and ſerve - 3 
me; and the Lord ſays by his word and ſpifit, riſe, man 
| and woman, and ſerve me, Seek my face and favour, -. 

, and every good thing from me. Indeed, the world gets 
x many a favourable anſwer, while the Lord gets, ſtand 
11 _ thou by, till the world be ſerved. O this is not rights 
e ſays the Pſalmiſt, my voice ſhalt thou hear in the mormig- 
- O Lord, in the morning will. I direct my prayer. unto the. 
n 


Pſal. v. 3. As the firſt work, ſays avid, L will 25 t 2 7 


— prayer to get the bleſſing of heaven, and the bleffing 7 
t my Father who is there. PII go, and glorify him in te 

25 83 morning of the day. 7 8 ö 5 ; 5 2 3 4 8 9 4 
e 2᷑.H. Time, wherein ye will ſind him is in the Mor? 


5 of your age. Young folk, ye have the advantage of d 
0 people here: and how ſo? they have fitten their time, 
| ſpent, and finned it away; but young folk have 1 190 I 


. . 
0 wa 7.x he 
* oa , "yi =; 
- . * i IS. 
a . l "5 
P - - a 


A1 ;. e — ; king 


| . 1 in the morning of their age O but 
Fire vantage, that yE havEthe Ltd Teak. | 
5 dur young days to Peril to the Lord and for che 
. Young Jofiah, when his heart was young and 
tender, b is ſaid, Sought the Lord God of his Fathers. 
He has that commendation'in the eight year of his reign, 
3 | Wherefore was it that John was ale the beloved diſ- 
ciple, but (as ſome conjecture) becauſe he was the 
* youngeſt, that firſt began to dello Chriſt? So in the 
maornin x7) thy 26 ou ſhouldeſt begin to ſeek him, 
Ye fee” 54 calls upon young Samuel. The 
or(l 3 again, again, and the third time, and 
be had a ſecret time to ſeek the Lord; and for that end 
his areuts ſent him there. There are curſed parents a- 
mongſt you, who devote your children to the devil 
and the world, but train them not up to ſeek and ſerve 
3 Hannah brought Samuel unto the temple, and 
there ſhe leſt him never to depart; but to be a ſeeker of 
: 8 a ſerver of him, all the days of his life ; and he 
3 . 5 = became ſe o; but even when he was very young, the Lord 
b.- '  Trys,. Samuel ; and the lad was not acquainted with the 
1 | Tord. And he tells Eli the buſineſs : I heard a voice 
Y 3 _ ſpeaking g. and I wot not what it means. At firſt, Ell is 
naiot well inſtructed ja the thing neither p but when he 
| Calls again, ſays Eli, that muſt be the Lord making ac- 
quaintance with you, What ſhall I do? ſays * 
; y, fays Eli, ſay, Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth: 
WE If be has any fervice for thee, teil him thou art ſet apar 
. to glorific +" and ferve his church and people. x 
kim chis and ye will get much of his mind,—Parents, 
breed your children young, and if they ſhould but hold 
up their hands to heaven, teach them to acknowledge 
Sod. The Turks will riſe up in the day of judgment, 
and condemn many parents; for the firſt thing they 
teach them, is, That there is one God, and Mahomet 
© his great prophet. 1 ſay, that many parents never 
teach their children, that there is one God. —However, 
992 vonng folk, ſeek the Lord; for ye have heard tell of 
| uns ones "that have ſought the Lord, and have found 
him. The 

7 + Morning in which you are to ſeek him, is, the 
morning of the goſpel. We have got a new morning of 
it now 3 but there was a black niche of it by the Glaſ- 


gow act in Scotland. Many places of the land to this 
ee like the land of Zebulun _ Naphtali; ef pecial- 


17 


Upon Is A. Iv. 6. x 3 1 
1 many of theſe places in the north of Scotland that are 
fitting in darkneſs. Pray for them. Ithink the High- by 


— 


land hoſt, that lately came from thence” among you, 3 


might draw prayers from you. What would they tay, 
Pity us; we are your mother's children: we were bap- 
tized in the ſame-church : ye minded your own corner z 
and ye ſee, we are hut a parcel of ſavages. Ye did not 
pray for us, as ye ſhould have done; ànd it is but juſt 
with God, that we ſhould be a plagne unto you. If ye 
Have the light and the knowledge of [Chriſt yourſelves3 
ye care not for others, and therefore God has ſent us to 
chaſtiſe you for this fault amongſt others. A man will 
perhaps pray for thoſe in his own pariſh ; but O prayer 
ſhould” extend to all Scotland, England and Ireland; 
nay all the habitable world: Be Frog exalted, O Lard, a- . 
bo ve the heavens, and let the whole earth be eflled with thy 


glory. Some places have not yet ſeen the dawiiing of the 


goſpel-day, O if they would chaſe the goſpel to the 


north of Scotland. O for an entrance there; but While 


. ye hive the morning of the goſpel, improve it; 3 we can. 
not tell how long it will laſt : our ſun riſes not ſo high. © 

as at other times. Therefore, I pray you, while ye have 
the goſpel and gaſpel-ordinances, make uſe of:them.— 


Seek the Lord, and cloſe with kim in the offers of his 4 


wiſtom, ja | 
10 ere am with all my foul: I accept of this offer. I 

will de your God, and ye fball be y people. I take inſtru- 
ments that thou ſhalt be my King. prieſt and prophet. 
O improve the offers of the goſpel. Ye cannot tell hom 
long this morning of it ſhall be continued with ou. 
Therefore ſeek the Lord; call on his name. Ye cannot 


grace; andfay, Lord, thou offereſt thyſelf unto me for = 
e ſantification and complete redemptiſsʒ 


tell how ſoon he may go, and how far he go away ' 
from you. We ſhall: add no more. The ord ble. 3 


what ye have heard, and to his name be the praiſe. 
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N. B. There is A ket ſermons i in manuſcripts 


preached by the ſame author, which at Peas could ; . : 


not be got here 8 1 „ 
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111 of the General Aﬀtdly anent the A 


oi 
F the' eee, ee 15, 44228 * CO 
"HE General Aﬀetnbly BITE g that * two 
facraments that Chriſt hath appointed under the 
new "Teſtament, viz. Baptiſm and the Lp! 's, Supper, 
are bis ſolenin ordinances,. and ſeals of the Eovenant of 
grace, which is held forth in the, preaching of thE goſ- 
#$ pel ; and that in the uſe of them, the parties receiving 
mien e ſolemnly devoted and engaged to God before 
E / angels and men, and are ſolemnly received as members 
of the church, and do entertain communion with her; 
and that by the authority of this church in her former 
aſſemblies, the private uſe of them hath been condemn- 
ed as alſo, that by allowing the private uſe of the ſame 
=. in pretended. caſes of neceſſity, the ſuperſtitious: opinion 
BV nouriſhed, that they are neceſſary to falvation, not on- 
I ty as comlianeied: duties, but- as, means, without which 
© ſalvation cannot be attained. Therefore the aſſembly 
” here diſcharges the adminiſtration of the Lord's Su 
IE $0 n in their houſes, and all other uſe 858 
ſame, except in the public. aflemblies of the church. 
And 'alfo Uo: diſcharge the adminiftration of Baptiſin in 
private, that is, in = place, or at any time, when the 
- congregation is not orderly called together, to wait on 
the dülpenſing of the word; and appoints chat this be 
carefully obſerved, when and wherever the Lord giveth | 
— ple peace, liberty and opportunity for their pub- 
| emblies, and ordains this pretent act to be publicly 
8 intimal in pn the churches. 
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IV VIC K Pariſh, n 0 


OHN ANDERSON ſmith copies Fg 
Alexy, Armour ſervant 2 M*Wreath taylor . 
John Boyd in Collourie Seorge Dickie ia Milton miln 
Da vid Calderwood i in Genfoord 18 YN 
copies  #KFIL BRIDE: Pariſh. 9 
Alexr. Dunlop i in Pockelly William Craig of Crofibeadihicld 
(174 Howie farmer in Drumte 12 copies 1 
ohn Hamiſton in Graſs yeatd Andrew Corſe ſurgeon 
Jimes Kirkland in Gree John Crawſord in Waben | 3 
Robert Leggat in Puruſkon James Leith ſmith _ 2 
William Mitchel of Darawholling james Pollock portioner in len 
James Murchland in Geabill William Park ditto  _. 
John Orc James Wilſon ditto in Overſhield | 
Thomas Stuart in Newhall John Thomſon ſervant 2295 24 4 | 
James Ste ven in Pockelly Mains =_ 
John Wallace in Geafoord GLAS F 0 ORD Pariſhs 
3 vl. obn Riddel in Flat 1% +11 Y 
K eee — Young i in How-hole S'- A 
viiam Cuthbertion Weaver 
James Campbe! ditto - | DREGHORN Pariſh,” os 3 
Henry Crawford dyer Matthew Brown in 8 3 =» 
James Cutthel diſteller Thomas Gibſon ſmith. .. £0 
I Andrew Dunlop weaver John Semm il in Old Wande 42 | 
8 George Dunbar ditto - John Highgate _ ot cad 
| James Freebairn plaiſterer William. Smith , __ . * 
: James Gilthriſt wright * EAGLESHAM be, 
. John Gibſon weaver John Findlay in Wholehall L 


James Gibſon ditto Robert bamilton in Dromdulf,./ 


Alexander Cleiland wright | ohn Mather farmer in Kirkland 5 7 3 
Thomas Howie in Little Burnhouſes * Watſon . * | 


6 copies a; 
Wilts 1 n e Michael Young in Brachead” 
Adam Jamielon ditto 
| John Landis merchant * Diffs: beh. : 
. William Lambie weaver Hugh Anderſon ſhoemaker in Ricks 
21 Robert Litdſay Blaks hill erton 6 copies 
Robert M' Millan weaver George Dunlop weaver there 
Margaret ost- | 1 tho Brown farmer in "Mearns © 
Robert: Wide Weaver =D Andrew 3 ditto a 


1 ' . 
Nobert 
* \ a * 
* — » =o A. 
FX 6 * A 
. 


IM | 


2 


James Mair there 

Janet Neilſon there 

John Hall in Cathcart 

James Reitweaver in Paiſſey 
Robert Spier Wright in Air 


Matthew Smith iu Kilmaurs 
ohn Carnduff there, 


in Pori-Glaſgow. 


Po R T L 4 SG 9 . 
Jatnes Erſkiue yer © 
Rober Alexander merchant - 
John Smellie farmer 
James M Gurdie ſhoemsker 
John Hart ditto 
Nimes Lang dit to 
William Brown gardrer 


* 


'J 6 George M*Gie ſmith 


| * Whyte ditto 
Pavid Cowan dit to 
William Ralſton ditto 
hn Miller baker 
Helen Craig © 
Mabel Auwor 
oY, R reſon 
Elizabeth Lewis 
ames M*Alifter tide officer - 
er Flemivg wright. 
mes Yo dnto-_ 
I . rt Brown ditto. 
Pateiek Wtobie ditio 
in Ritchie ſenr. ditto 
William Holm ſhoemaker 
- Graham MFarlane baker 
1 taylor 


N EE NOx. 


Williams Turner fide, -(mich 
James M*Arthats | 
84 her-cutter 


Moſes -C! 
Willian|Boyd faſt. - 
James , 


JohnStevenſan merchant Stewerton 
James Wyllie of Gallabury there 
Thomas Steven in Cropked Holm 
Francis Wilſon ſervant Evandale 
- White wrighe Pollock ha ws 


Given in be Joby Glen, merchant 


| HeQur Shearer weaver 


"$VB8SCRIBBRS NAMES, 
>. Robert Dickie maltſter I: vio ben James MEN: eladge ſmith 


Peter Carruth do. 
Thomas Safeley clock maker 
Joo M*Arthur taytor 
obert Paterſon wright. 
Patrick Morris {mith 
Thomas Matthew ſawer 
William Gibb ditto 
Andrew Simſon wright 
Robert M*Farlane d'tto 
James Moriſon ditto 
William Lyle farmer 
Jobn Flemiog nich | 
Archibald Aiken weaver _- 
Hompliry M*Lean biker 
Robert Rain ditto _ 
James Gitchriit weaver 


Andrew Main ditto 


James M*Nean copper ſnitd 
Joby Logan ditto | 


Allan Matthie nyplate worker - 


Robert King ſhoemaker 
Archibald Baxter ditto 
* illlam Hart baker 


George Davie do. 


-INNERXKIP. 


Francis AuderfonPreacher of the 


olpel 


a Jolen M Auflin 88 
zohn Banks miner 


Thoms Fe guion ditto ke, 


. - William Muilar farmer 


Jota Svlorifon junr. 
L4RGS, 


Thomas Jamieſon farmer 
' , - Archibald ſamieſon dute 
loeie Hair dit to 


D. niel Brown taylor 
William Beitb cooper 
Robert Barkley joiver - 
Peter Morris wright * 


William Jamieſon wear ar 


Jobn Mac!om ditto 
William Shearer ditto 
William Paterſon 
Hugh Morris farmer 
John Wilſon maJter 


Cort 


Ks A 


„ wy , 


2 


9 
2 * 
” % 
* 


seis e 


SALTCOATS, Parid Auld ane, 


James Crawford 28 


james Crigbton weaver 


Thomas Workman dit to 
Robert Skeoch ditto 
James Mitchel ditto, 
Robert Galt ſchoalmaſter 


John Wyllie wright _ 


]mes Barber maſter 


Robert Ballantine inn keeper 
William Stevenſon merchaut 


James Lamey ſmith _ 
James Morris janr. ditto 
William Dow ſilt officer 
William Orr weaver 


William Rodger ſtocking maker 


Thomas Walker cooper 
James Fulton wright 
Thomas Hunter merchant 
John Roxburgb baker 


WEST KILBRIDE. 


William Biggart weavcr 
Ihn Fleck farmer 


STEVENSTON. 


William Hunter ſinith 
Robert Reſide carter 
Alexander Baird weaver 


Robert Howie Clockmaker Irvine 


DALRY. 


Robert Kerr of Kerſland 
Robert Brown coalhewer 
Andrew Hunter weaver 
James Boyd farmer, 
Robert Ferguſon weaver 
Robert Speir wrigh 
Thomas Aitk-n weaver 
S1mue} Thomlop Eitto 
Hugh Oſwald ditto 

John Lyle 

David Stirret weaver 
Robert Auld ditto 
John Auld ditto | 

James Kerr ditto 
William Stewart labourer 
Robert Donlop weaver 


Lahn 1 ditto 


Andrew G * 
Robert W E 25 


BIET F. 
Willism Barr weaver 


Robert Boyd ditto 5 
'Alexr. Ki 


patrick ditto 
Robert Matthie ditto 


William Termen ditto 
Andrew Kirkwood ditto 


William Knox ſhoemaker 


Thomas Cochran weiver 


John Williſon ſhoem ker 
Robert Hunter taylor 
Robert Hunter weaver 


David Orr ditto JE”; 


John Miller ſhoemaker \ 
James Houſton wright | 
John Auld merchant 


LOCHWINOCH. 
John Orr of Midhouſe 


KILWINING. 


Robert Boyd farmer 


Thomas Wilſon weaver 


Robert Barber duto 


© . Archibald Conn ditto 


Joſeph Clark taylor 


Alexander Greg ditto 


William Petirie weaver 


Alexander Kirkwood ditto. 
John Templeton ditto 

David Clark merchant 
James M*Aplay weaver be 


KILMALCOL. m. e 
Charles Haltridge lauer 1 I 


]:mes Aiken ditto | 


Alexander Logan hoamaker | I. 
William Erſkise ditto 8 


Laugblan M*Lean ditto 
Charles Stevenſon ditto _.. 


William a 7 i, 2 
Thomas M*Millan nor "rg 
William. Minzies ftockitig aber : 
Alexander . 1 1 

- David ney ditto - 
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 Alexanper Gardver flax dreſſer 
James Caldwall ditto | 


| * William Holm clockmiker 


ohn Laird ſhoemaker 
ohn Galbraith horner 


PAISLEY. 


William Cochran weaver 


William Fulton ditto 
William Robertfon ditto 
Jobn Nielſon printer 
Abraham Gowans ditto 


8 John Clarkſon wright 


ugb Glaſsford miller 
mes Smellie weaver 
illiam Dunlop ditto 
ohn Jackſon ditto 
ugh Young ditto 
Thomas Findlayſon 0 


Jobn Connel 


James Anderſon wea ver 
John Lang ditto 


bk William M*Farlane ditto 
& Glaud Matthie farmer 
William Killoch weayer 


; - Andrew Arthur ditto 


ohn Cocbran ditto 
Kobert Giffard 
Marparet Lindſay 
Jane Stewart 

Ann Semple © 
Robert Craig labourer 


Samuel Gardner labourer 


ares Bryſon weaver 
iam M*Clelland ditto 


> James Campbell ditto 
Andrew Carnduff (mith 


I John Findlay ditto 


Archd. Laird weaver. 


William Henderſon ditto 


Alexr. Campbel ditto 


1 doch Wilſon 


illiam Matthie weaver 
Jen Fenderſon ditto 
Robert Donald ſmith 
John Wilſon weaver 
William Robertſon ditto 
William Aiken ditto _ 


" 0 
* 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 
+ Alexander Lockhart ditto. 
__ James Gardner miller 


Robert Craig ditto _ | 

Thomas Callander ditto 
obn Aiken ditto 

Jobs Gill ditto 

James Gardner Poſt-rider 


David Smith wright 


William Duncan maſon 
James Lockbart wright 
Matthew Browp weaver 
Malcolm Campbell labourer 
Dougal M*Phai) weaver 


GLASGC OW 
James Morriſon currier 


William Reid weaver 


Robert Ralſton 
James Ralſton 
Jobn Brakenrig taylor 


Will. Marſhall thread manufaQurer 


David Allan weaver 


Archibald Fife weaver Barony | 
R ENFREV. 


james Ewing taylor 
Henry Downs gardner 
James Ewing taylor 
William Whitebill weaver 


HOUSTON and KILLALAN. 


ames Cumin of Killalan 


illiam Stewart ſchoolmaſter 


James Graham taylor 


Patrick Spier miller 


Robert Munro taylor 
John Alexander farmer 


IVCEHINAN. 
Abraham Whitehill farmer 


Hugh Gardner ſmith 


KILBARCHAN. 


Robert Spier weaver 
Thomas. Veitch taylor 


ERSKINE, 
Matthew King wright 
Matthew Holm miller 


ames Cre ig ä 
tthew Burlaw labourer 


Thomas 


a 
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$UBSCRUBERS N4 nk 
Thomas Stewart ditto.- Robert Mackey ditto / 


farmer Walter Knox ditto - 7 
| TON. obu Graham taylor 
"6 DUMB 42 5 * Anſill printer 
Baillie James Colquboun Alexander Babtie ditto . 
(hoemaker i 
Adam Walker junr. Matthew Buſh ditto | 
William Brown taylor My William Connel cutter 
Walter Glen weaver | James Hamilton printer 
Jobn Wilſon maſon. ey Charles Murray ditto 
Robert Houſton ſhoemaker 17-7 5 Brydie 2 | 
1 mon of 1 | William Donald wright 
obert Lang > ro Robert Ralſton engraver 
James Lang malter William Smith ditto 
Patrick Leckie farmer | | John Hill printer 
William M m_ wright . — Hewitt 
Robert Lang ditio | K inl 
— Walker ſear ſhoemaker — — W 
yes x Will ditto 8 Sarah MF arlane | 
er Agneſs Kivg | Robert M*Hutchiſon 
James Paterſon fawyer James Danald farmer 
r 
John Ewing ditto | Walter Foyer 
Jobn M“ Auſlin Jean Barr 
James Glen ſhoemaker 
bn Lindfay ditto 
Icolm Bl Farlane ditto BONHIL LL 
James M*Niel weaver Nobert Ewing of Belloch 
ohn Bryce | John Lindſay tarmer 
obn Houſton weaver Joby M*Kechnie ditto | 
rt Lata boatmaaa && James M. Aliſter wright 
„ ; William Ewing cooper 
CARDROSS, David M'lntyre 
Wy John M'Indoe printer 
Walter Glen _ William Duncan ditto 
obn Barton - ht = Alexander Gardner 
ohn _ N = Donald M*Grigor ſhoemaker | $4 77 4 
Robert 0 Alexander Lindſay 3 . 
James Smith ſmith James Alderdice 7 
Robert Biſſert Tang Jobn M- Aliſter miller 
Jobn M'Cara taylor Archibald M*Farlane ditto 
George Ord ingraver Mungo N' lntyre dito 
William Chalmers ditto Dovald Smith ſhoemaker _ 
Frederick Gordon ditto William Robiſon ditto 
John e ditto | Jobn M*Kinlay labourer 
ohn | 
Archibald Paterſon printer b 
Daviel M*Leod ditto | — , Ma 
Alexander Forreſt ditto 


Thoms 


John Gilleſpie farmer 
William Glen Weſt Plain 


James Watſon weaver 


<= ue KA WEs 
| Thomas Maltman' ditto ohn M*Gregaii Gsteſide Kirkbein 
James Buchenen John Miller Ingleſtowu Ford there 


James Tan, firme Kilmatonock William Miller farmer there 
. Walter Kirkconnel Holehoyſe 


871A L IV C. John Brigg Drumburn Newabbey 
Reverend Mr. John McMillan mi- John Haining there, 2 copies 
niſter of the goſpel Robert Gibſon Arbiglond Kirkbean 
James Brown merchat William Brown dyker there 
James Gourlie do. . John Gunion ditto there _ 
Thomas Gilchfiſt do. John M*Keower in Darvparroch | 
Thomas Galloway do. Jannet Riddoch in Kirkeynab 
Robert -Harvie carpet manufacturer John Newine ſchoolmaſter at Orr 
Ebenezar Brown | Jannet Black at Blaicket _ 
John Henderſon weaver John Crocket weaver in Loche ad 
. n Wingate do. | Edward Henry ſervant Monkland 
3 = Matthie in Abbey Elzabeth Murray  _- * 
Thomas Dounie farmer Jannet Currie Little Mi {town Orr 
William Mitchel taylor in Airth John Corſby weaver Penpont P. rin 
William Eſpie diſtiher there Jobn Elgar joiner Traquier Pariſh . 
3 John Ferguſon in Itopgray Pariſh 


St. N F. N 14A N * Mr. Thos, Henderſon ſtud. in divit, 


” William Gilleſpie f | 
3 n Given in by Andrew N. Ready bock | 


” Robert Gilleſpie ſhocmaker | ſeller, Stranra wer 


Benjamin Nicholſon baker 
John MMaſter ſhoemakec 
Hugh Anderſon weaver 


hn Forfar weaver 
Robert Strickland cuttler Hillhead 
obert Martin ſmith Nathauiel Wotber 


4 — 5 7 8 John Raine ſhoemaker 

I John Cowan farmer Samuel Ae ö 

3 Abraham M Coſkrie wripht 

% Andrew Tbomſom do. Bruce M*Clenachan ſhoemsker 

er Orchyard Andw. M*Ready bookſeller 18 œp. 


3 Robert Buchanan 


Mungo Johnſton gardn 


Head 5 | 
I ; KIRKCOL M Parih. 
. eid w Clackmanii 

; Hznry R eaver Cl 20 Thomas M. Meckan Bilſarroch 


een in by john Ne wall abe Daniel Roſs taylor there 
in Dumfries | Robert Kerr in Knockcoid 


5 Margaret Morriſon in Lochſuad 
Damcroft Kirk - | 
- Robert Sturgeon in Damcroft Ki INCH Pariſh 


connell Pariſh | 
obo Grier weaver in Traquire Thomas Auld taylor in Culhorn 

. Arthur. Armſtrong ſchoolmaſ- Hugh M*William brickmaker there 

ter Tionis Hall John Dorman worker to E. of Stair 
John Bell taylor there ) Quintin Campbell gardner Culborn 
William Sloan ſchoolmaſter in the John Moffat weaver Little Leight 
. Pariſh of Orr Will. Campbell do. in Bearnultoch* 
oba Little of Drum Eſq; Newaboy Hugh Kilpatrick ſenr. Cithorn - 
1 


| Given X of 7 * _ „ prentice there 

ba Peacock 125 eaver | Patrick il webe def in Widen 
Jotin Facle jaylor, Williom M'Clymont in Bell 
Wine Siena James Gordod in 2 1 9 


John Galloway maſon 


"William Baird weaver 


| Alc xander M*Clelland there 


$UBSCRIBERS NAMES, 2 
l aur AT en David zr Cech Shoe nakee"in 


John M* Whirter William Hanah in Dalregal : 


. David Chriſtie Taylor 


Given in by Alexander klin - | a 
et in Whithorn FORTE, ; 


Ardrew Blair failor 
Jahn Galloway maltſter 
Hupb WW Whirter. 
Willem MK * 
James M*Credy | 


Alexander Habah weaver. | 
Hoph Allan oemaker - Y 


Andiew Lockhart tete 
| Anthony M*Croy ditto 

Tomas M*Kill Old Luce pariſh Robert Broadfoot ditto 

Thomas King ditto 


— 
Given i in by Alexander M. Cleland . a — 


weaver in Wigion, 


William Hanlis far mer 
Andrew Cowan merchant 
John M Queen ditto 

John Skeihe labourer 
George M Gill farmer i 


David Logan weaver there 


Iſabel Hanna 
Peter Shaw labourer 
Thomas M*Gaffoy maſon 


Peter Milligan miller in New milns 
KIRKINDAR Pariſh, _ 


Peter Murray at Barnbrois 


Archibald M*Groach i in ditto 
Adam Donan ſailor in Creetown 


Hugh M*Craken ditto 
Alexander Logan 
William Hanna 
Alexander Neilſon 
Samuel Bell | 
William Templeton maſon 
Robert Bradſhaw 

Robert Fleming. 
Alexander M\Nittie 
Margaret Finlay 

William. Brown 

Cherles M: Clelland maſon 


John M Danald, 


Allexapdcr M*Cultach 


Alexander M*Karlie ditto 
John Stewart ſhoe maker ditto 


John Kenedy maſon ditto 

Anthony Donnan ditto 
8 John M Conochie ditto 
Andrew Fleeming ſhoe maker 
John Fleeming labourer ditto 
Anthony King labourer ditto © 
Thomas M*Gown wright ditto © + 
Jobn Kukan tideſinan there 


Janies M Queen ditto 


John Conning wright ditto | 


James Conning taylor ditto 
Peter Black ſhoe maker ditto 
Archibald Dinnel ditto © 
James M*Guffoc taylor ditto 
Alexander Carion weaver ditt$ 
William Haliday Beate mY 
John Fraſer 


Alexander Canacher hoe maker 
George Broadfoor ſoItooee 

| George Broadfoot joincr . — 
Patrick Stewart ditto 2 
Thomas Shaw in Cutetoy irn 


William Donald{on ſervant thete 
Jobn Dovpizfs in T andergie , 
" [hn Kellie millet᷑ in Dinnance' 
Alexander Dovglals there 
William M. Adam Caldfide,” 


87 7 9 N. 


1 
4 % 


. - William Crookſhanks 
John M- Niſh farmer in Ringiunie 


15 
oF 

: 

133 


Peter Ritchie weaver 


„45 ** Thorburn miller Ardwel 


Dan. Kelly ſhoe maker Kirkmadrin 
Patrick M* Arthur Higbardwell 
Hogh Kirkpatrick weaver there 


Robert Moor farmer Dalvadee 


yzobn M Mor land farmer in Float 
John Taylor farmer there 
8 M Culloch farmer 


Mary Rankin there 
dlexander Cam 


there 

Jobn Wallace in little Float 
john M*Maſter in * 
john Cochran there 

James Belvie taylor | 
alexander Dryuan in Kirkmadryn 
Gilbert Milvain Portpatrick tarmer 


Given in by. William Chalmers 
. ſchool maſter in Perth. 


unn m Smith weaver in perth 


David Robertſon weaver there 


$3 Thomas Glaſs taylor there 


Thomas. Galletly wright there 


Thomas Gray weaver there 


Janet Stewart ſervant Perth 
James Ferguſon there 
Helen Dow in Mortoun 


3 Walter Whytock weaver there 


anne Gardner there 

John Imrie there 

James Miller tanner Perth 
William Girrie cabinet maker there 


| alexander. Ferrier there 
E Grenla b by 10bn Brown bookſeller 


ſer of the Goſpel at Wooler 


David Hackney — 2 in Cold. 


ſtream 6 copies 
James M*Kaichny travelling Chap. 
men 'Horntows 


David Robertſon ſtewart Niſbet 


„„ "SUBSCRIBERS" NAMES. 
. 15 8TON T KIR Pariſh. James Perrie plaiſterer Meller lone 


john Kerr ſmiih there 
james Thomſon miller there 
William Hay ſhoe maker there 
John Rule farmer in Mellerſtone 
George Tait Nentborn 


Andrew Jaffery ſmith in Edington 


James Purves maſon Broomdy kes 
John M\Kaichny taylor Berwick 
Thomas Dickſon Nalton 

David Waddel ſtay maker Dunſe 


Thomas — breeches maker 


there 
David Deere Weſt Reftown 


| Peter Durey weaver in Govington 


James Rae taylor in Cockſw ood 
John Gilmore gardener Chirnſtde 
Robert Wilſon inn-keeper there 
William Hay wright there 
Robert Turnbul maſon there 
Thomas Gray miſon there 
Robert Mutray ſmith there 

; ofeph Ford wright there 

John Steel labourer theres 


| Allexander Hall wright there 


james Haſtie maſon there 

1+mes Forman there 

john Paxtown grieve there 
William Middlemas Govington 
Alexander Bog taylor in clay pote 
james Wright taylor in-Horntown 
James Grant there 

alexander Dryſdaletaylor Paxtown 
james Scott late ſtewart to Ninian 
Hume elq ; there 

James Dondaldſon in Horndinbil 
jobn Blair weaver Upſetlington 
james Ewen cowper in Spot 

John Henderſon gardiner EaſtBarns 
Charles Smiton Dunbar 


Given in by John Provan London. 


' The Reyd. Mr. Georg Bell Mini- Mr. alexr, jordan linnen drapier 


jobn Lawrie ditto 
Thomas Crawford ditto 
john Provand ditro 
alexr, Ritcbie fell monger 
Hugh Wiſeman dyer 
john Mean taylor 


3 ohn 


7 


kes 


john Logan miln wright © Siven in by Alexander N 


alexander Spiers weaver there Troquair 

Tbomas Kirkwood wright there John Ferguſon Barncleugh_ 1 
john andrew ditto Thomas Henderſon ſtudent of divi- 
Margaret Oſwald Denny nity Cloſburn | 


James Fiſher ſhoe maker there. Peter Nicol printer there 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. e 


David Logan ditto ſmith in Daily pariſh. * 
George Valens linnen draper 
Arthur Barclay grieve at Kilkeran 
Given in by Robert Rennie ſhoe Alexander Grant gardiner there. . 
maker Biggar. Alexander Corrie labour therg 
| James Grier there 
The Revd. Mr. jobn Anderſon mi. john Corrie there 
niſter of the goſpel in Elſrickle Gilbert Gibſon, there 


j ohn Black of Holwood | William Crawford there va 
Angus Campbell dyer Biggar 1imes Wilſon coal cutter at Dres 
Andrew Ritchie ſawer tbere mellan 


Thomas Law ſhoe maker there alexander Kilpatrick miner there 
james Plenderleith tennant mains John Egleſhome weaver pariſh of 
Dav' d Hunter weaver in Gladſtone Colminell 


| Libberion pariſh © Robert Egleſhome there 
Alexander Watſon there Robert m*Caw taylor there 
Alexander Nairn there John M*Fedus of Kirkoſwald 


William Walker miner Leadbills 
William Breadwood ſmith in Kil- William Cunningham Tarmenton 
bucho pariſh _ Kirkland of Tergles. 9 
William Linton tennant there e 
. James willar in Drum new A 
Given in by William Spiers chap. 1 dz. 
man. John Wallace ſchoolmaſter Tergles | 
| William m*Cauchie taylor there 


Thomas Andrew LE John Edgar wright in . ö 


John Young ſervant in Breaſe James Dawſon weaver Glenkila 
Thomas Ruſſel weaver in Domſide 

Archibald Dobbie Weſtbarland Given i in by John Irvine weaver-in 
George Angus taylor in Deany Calton. | 


Given in by James Roberſon Mer - James Pender Bloerficld 1 new 9 0 
chant Thornhill. patrick | 
Willlam uuir printer uilgay 

alexander Ferguſon wright there Thomas Millar dyer tbere 
john Spictle {hoe maker there James Lochead weaver in Pollock 
William Ferpuſon Cooper there ſhaws 
Alexander Laren ſhoemał er ere Alexr. Dalglieſh linnen e in 
James Summers weaver there Farenſie 


1 


David Fergoſom weaver there John Rankin ditto there 
John M*Kenzie weaver there 1— Whytock Bleacher there. . 
Peter Ferguſon weaver there omas Miller Bleacher in re 
Alexander M Arthur weaver Gow Mary Keir in Beich 
Alexander Graham weaver there 8 


—— P 


* 

x 
'T 
: 
. 


: Robert Gardner ſhoe maker Calton mes Sym weaver in Bopfide 


. IVB$ER1BERS NAM ES. 


© Given in dy Danid. Carſe wheel John Hardie mercht. Old weldrum, 


| 3 wright Glaſgow, r 6 copies 
5 | 


Alexr, Cochran weaver Glaſyow | 


- Dwict MNie. | Jot.n Campbell in Eafdale, 1 copies 
Wilm Fleeming | Archd. Campbell ſhip grieve tlicre, 
EF Archibald Heſtic 12 1 5 | 

Jobn Ferguſon 7 | 

Robert Nicol | Given in by Williem G bios Craig» 
Thomas Dunbar ach maker | vt Old moukland. air 
John Craig ditto | 
George Scot ditto Thomas miller weaver in 0 Crosibil 


Archibald McClelland dit to Old Monkland 


William Aiken hofier Alexr. Findlay Craigend ditto. 
| mY 3 James Fergus ditro 
1 ; 1 maſter Robert Pender an. Nether. 
- John Rutherfoor was 
4 11 T John Thomfon weaver in Henning 
———— 9 John Jack Bertons hill 
| ng ditto Jan Burnſide Ea ſterhouſe 
3 ag — 1 * Thomſon farmer-in Blairty- 
Z 11am ge QI 
ties Couphang Qtr | Robert! indlay fon fervant there 
Robert Bowie ditto William Reid ſervant Berauſfcer v 
3 Alexander M*Atpin ditto John Gray ſervant in Netherhouf- 
£ Res 1 * to | Alexander Dunean hoſier —_ 
aixer 1:hOog 8 ? I 
malte pariſh 
Narparet Brownlie " Thomas paterſon. hoſier there 
Nerion Robeviſon John Neiklejobn Cardowan 
Duncan u' Farlane D Daniel Lockhart pardiner 


lexander Bell Knockings 


Revd; Mr. John Brown. winiſter of W illiam Thomſon ſervant Proven- 


tbe poſpel at Hadington  -. hall 
Fhn Forſy th ſhoe nia ker Stirling, A we Gentles Rad: ck 


12 ** john Paterion ſhoe, maker there 


john Chalmers there 
Jokn Rwing workman at Fernefie William minzies farmer Breakinkow 


Printfield £ John Walker Park of motherwel 


| Jobn F.fher ſmith' at Auchenbowie 


Alexander Stra thern fchoolmaſter cen in by Mary Campbell. 
James Mairhead farmer in Kilſyth 


1 3 Patrick farmer in Cairabog Walter Ure weaver babes of 


K Iſy R Cardrofs 


N William Bulloch: weaver in Balder- John Hewate in Drammond pariſk 


nock FTohn Monach thete 


| | James MGoffog' in mt: inigetf- parifh William Storie wright Walkinftaw 


Hugly Bone there | John Stewart weaver there 

Alexz. Conningbam maſon Glafpow james Renfrew in mains of Black- 
John Rarhſay wright there ſtoun 
ene Crawford merchant in Andrew Brown Inchinnen 
1 | Lew⸗ 


SUBSGCRIBERS:NAMES,” . . 
Lewis MKewen there William Martin — 1 
john algie ſmith there Wiltiam Kioſtry n 
Marbew Whyte farmer there Peter Sorbie labouter 


john Thom weaver in Calder pariſh WE 
Robert Hardie. weaver ia Cumber- c 0 YE VE ** Pari 


nauid 
james Kirk wood john McClelland: farmer | 
john Wilſon in en pariſh 1obn Campbell ditto - F 
Morriſtown james aitken ditto - . 7 
Mary Eaton ditto Samuel Blacklock ditto: , , 
William Carmichael miller in New Audrew Clark | 

Kilpatrick Samuel Hornell ſervant 
William M*Hatcheon miller i in mill Sarab Loudon there kx = 
of Colquhoun Hugh Smith 1 9 
angus M' Donald in Bet Retira bn Black Kelton pariſnm * 7 
Robert Connel at Mr. Cairns field William M Clelland Carmichnel gol | 

Adam Ruſs ſmith Strabungo tiſh 5 


William Greenlees there 4 
Robert Cuuningham weaver Pol- KIRGUNZIO N Paris I 


lockfhaws | | 
William Deans printer there James Harris farmer there 
| James anderſon' Bothwell Alexander Harris dito 
zobn Gourly taylor Overton Cam- James Newal e awd 
buſnethan pa riſli Andrew Thomſon 1 
John Finlay ſon William Gilleſpie ; 
William Paterſon Lanark parim Jabet Watt 
Robert Forreſt maſon there | Robert M Gomery j junior 
William Watſon Leſmahago William M Min 26 
James Hodge there Jean M'-Lauchlan 
James Young {mith there John Robertſop maſon 
William Gold cval ter Newton James M Murray taylor 
of Douglaſ: 8 Grizel M*Min 
Peter Gold miner there | John Houchan . 
Hugh Gold ditto there William Simpſon farmer 
OR R | Pariſh. 


Given in by john Muc ad pars 


of Buttle | 25 john Blacklock ſhoe maker 
John Millar farmer 


BUTL 5 Pariſh, EKoöbert Pott farmer 


ps oY Robert Smith ditto. - - 
jobn Caven ſervant there Thomas Grierſon ſhoe maker. 7 
John Couplaud ditto joſeph. M*Naught Farmer a ph 


john Conchie ditto 
3 ohn Pauling labourer there 
john Croſly farmer 


james Coltert ditto _ 
. George Duff weaver 
Hugh Frazer farmer 


John. TelferJabourer _. William Fraſer ditto 
John Kinltry joiner John Clark lervant 

John Edgar ſervant Nathaniel Sloan la bourer 
Joſeph Hornell labourer | Simuel M'Clelland :ditzo. 


- James Croſby weaver * Robert M*Kem miller 


"William Taomion ditto , S 2 


* nn ws by” 
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4 oſeph Jobuſton futer l BUTT LE Pariſb. 
3 — 0 | 


Andrew Marſhal weaver John Harris ſmith 

| —_ Crocket Joiner Lochnitten Robert Rae 

| John Boddon joiner 
| * Telfer ſervant Redick pariſh James Gin 
Edward Crocket in Dumfries Rateren Bridſon 
John M Clelland farmer, 2 copies Helen Comline 


Peter Comline 
$ Given in by Robert Cunningham ED | 
| junr. near Dumfries. RIDDICK Pariſh. 


TH E L T O N Pariſh, William Kilpatrick farmer there ä 
ö William Graham | 

| Robert Cunningham n 1 Sarah Thomſon 

J William Creich 

2 Adam Shinnan fewer Robert M*Gregor Crofſichael pa- 
Thomas Copland fewer and carter riſh 

David M*Neight fewer + David Tait there 

Patrick Duncan fewer and dyer Jobn Pagan weaver in Colvend pan 
William Gravie maſon | riſh 

Charles Murray maſon John Graham there 

James Maxwell bleacher in Relton William Grabam 


— c ( aa uo AA So a 


? pariſh | Samuel Lowdon 
| William Cameron weaver there David M- Duff 
James M:Clelland there Ann Smith 
 Willizm Dallie ſervant there Samuel Wilſon ſchoolmaſter 
James Palling farmer Croſſmichael David Murray + .' 
{ pariſh Andrew Cumming 
| George Cameron there Andrew Murray 
ohn M Guffoc there Jobn Tait taylor 

William Rae labourer there Thomas Gibſon 

| Samuel Lock ſervant there James Still farmer 

” Andrew Muir Greenlaw - John Tait weaver 


” Robert Hyſlop farmer old Greenlaw William Thomſon 
© John MClefland labourer Grange Alexr. Harris fmith 


Orr pariſh William Wilſon 
| William Hume farmer there _ Janet Kelvie 
Jobn M' Monnies farmer Battle pa. Janet Donaldſon 
— | Margaret Thomſon 
Elizabeth Copland there John Gibſon weaver 
James Men there 2 Joſeph Wright 
John M*Neight Riddick pariſh Sarah Croſbie on 
Robert M*Neil there William Thomſon Kirkguyzion 


Pierfon weaver there Thomas Henderſon taylor in Buttle 

John Heiphel farmer Kilnbanity William Haffie Croſſmichacl pariſh 
William Chalmers KireudVyight 

| Given in by James Boyd weaver 

Given in by Peter Comline, in and Jobn Hunter taylor Dum- 

| Caſtlegreen. | fermlioe, 


1 


' Robert MfKinzie ditto 


Peter Edmond ſmith there 


$SUBSC -RIBERS NAME 8: _ 0:5 


James Boyd weg +." / {Joh Thomas farmer there ; 
Jobn Hunter taylor of ames Thomas ditto there 9 
David Anderſon. Andrew M*Ewen in Over G No 
ames Foord a | 
ö 22 BALFRON Pariſh. 
obn Smitton Walter MfCouten' in Willtuafton 
Ie Roxburgb James Keir joiner Weſter . 
George Muckarſie | William Thomſon tauner — 
Robert Walker ſtabler Jean Ure in Hill of Balgair 
David Goodale bleacher James B Brown in Bruchmore © 
John Kerr Manufacturer Andrew M. Lea ſervantin Shian 
William Zuil company clerk William Parlane Woodhead 
William Harlie lapper there Margaret Neilſon in Reniance 
Charles Richardſon weaver there Thomas M*Lean in Dumbraiks / 
John Smith there William Fairlie there AL 
George Nonaldſon there Agneſs Galbraith in Cremanan 7 
John Martin there William Gilfillan in Park there 
Alexander Crumbie cooper Alexander Fairlie Cluyfaulds 
Alexander Craig taylor William Connel taylor in Balgair 
Andrew Ure merchant ohn Zuill in Dalfeill 
John Campbell ditto — M' Lea ſer vaut Honeyholm 
ohn Wright gardener 2 * 
ungo Coungton taylor  FINTRY Pariſh,” 


John Dun turner in Townhead 


ames Reid dyer John Mair taylor in Eaſter Craigtan © - 


Angus M*Fadyen ſhoemaker 


George A diito Janet M' Laren inn keeper there 8 


John Rennie ſmith there 
Given in by Thomas Gilfillan land- James Taylor farmer in Lag 
ſurveyer, and William Gilfillan Martha Buchanan ſervant there 
merchant i in Kilearn Pariſh. + Andrew Dun flax-drefſer there 
8 Andrew Moriſon weaver there 


John Zuill in head of Balglaſs Wiltiam M'Gilchriſt mercht. there 


Andw. Malcolm farmer Balakinrain jean Hervey in Weſter Creigtown 
James Buchanan in Weſter Glenboig James M'Gilcbriſt in Eaſtertowa 
John Malcolm ſhoemaker Boguban john Baird gardiner in Culecruch - 
George Galbraith cooper there Thomas Walter in Fintry 

Archd. Buchanan farmer there William Liddel there 


John M*Lea ditto in Clayland Archd. Cunningham ſervant a 


William M“ Aliſter miller io Cowden town 


James Edmond farmer Drimcalech Joha M' Grigor in Drymen | 


ohn Smith ditto Balglaſ; Robert Allan there 
homas Zuill ditto there Rovert Wingate taylor there 
Mary Riſk ſervant there William Mitchel there 


Andrew Malcolm there nei M*Gijchriſt in Laidwaren, 

Andrew Zuill farmer in Place of William. Moriſon tay lor N 
Balglaſs | Jobn Carrick in Colbute 

William ME wen chapman Ballad 


William Ewing farmer there James Buchanan farmer Kirkhill - 


| Robert Dalglcith in Balakinrain. 28 Adam miller in Balplaſs 


F | Given 


Andw, M*Ewen weaver Grenochan 


1146 S$VBSCRIBERS NAMES. 
Given in by Jobn Hemllhod ſwer Will, Thomſon miller Gurgunnock 
i Eaſter CRE, Archibald Stirling weaver there 
John Ferguſon ſhoemaker there 


e — in Euflrealdrhead, John Maſon taylor there 


| Robert M*Nee fewer in Courthall 
Res. Mr. William Scot miniſter at 
| Cambulaethen, 2 copies Given in by Johy Selkirk weaver in 
+ , Mr John Sigel of Summerſide there Calton of Glaſgow. | 
James Edmiſton taylor in Tarbrae 


2 SG IEO IH 24M, Al , fo , ðł es Moe 


John Scot. weaver there Andrew Weir Glaſgow 
Alexr. Cunniagham farmer there John Pettigrew weaver Anderſton 
George Scot taylor there Robert Ure Dalſnolm 
Thomas Meikle farmer Carnwath Grizel Gibb tbere wm 
_ William Stark miller there Robert Stuart there 
ohn Bryce partion. Cumbuſnethan John Jones fore man bleacher there 
= — Prentice portioner tbere Margaret Ferrier Partick 
David Ruſſe! ditto there Margaret White 1lnchinnan 
> Gavin Muirhead workman there John Miller weayer i in Calton 
Robert Ruſſel ſmith there Willlam 1nnes ditto there 


Margaret Steel life renter there William Dun ditto there 
Thomas Ruſſel farmer in Shotis Alexander Gillies porter Glaſgow 


Jean Allan in Crondlydy ke William Kidd bead f. Calton. 
, r. James Sommervell ſurgeon in William Whithead farmer St. Ni. 
New Mains | mians, 2 copies. 


John Waddel tenant in Shotts William M*Nair weaver i in Glaſgo 
Thomas Eafton ſhoemaker in Blair James M' Nair ditto there 


Mucks James Gray gitto there 
Robt. Paterſon of Stau ſhow Andrew Blackwood in Killaland 
William Brown flax dreſſer Shotts Robert Blackwood in Inchinnan 
William Steel tenant there Robert Bunton weaver in Paifley 


anet Thomſon wheel. woman the re David Allan ditto i in Calton 
J William Miller ditto there 


| Given in by Matthew Miller maſon Margaret Barton there 
ian Mauchline. David Donald weaver there 


William Bone weaver in Tarbolton Given in by David Miller in 
John Armour farmer in Gibb's. yard Campſie. 


Andw. Kay quarrier in Auchincrue 
bA aſon Mauchlin John Braſh cow feeder Calton 
Fog W Will. Robertſon mercht, Craigend 


Given in by Jobn Junkin fewer in John Bennie in Eafter Balgrochan 
Courthill near Gurgunnock, Nodert Monro labourer Balmote 
John Angus portioner Catleſtown 

John Sharp. ſmith Town of Kippen Alexr. Young ſervant Balgrochan 


Johu Hood ditto there Thos, Winning workman Balmoce 

Robert Hervey flax dteſſer there Robt . Aitken ſervant Bog ſide 
obn Adam merchant there Duncan Blair merchant Bucklyvie 
bomas Rae taylor there James Wilſon ſoap maker Glaſgow 


William Paterſon farmer $kirgarton Patrick Mori'on near Buchly vie 


Waller Moriſon farmer Armanuel William Neikſon! in Neither Glin a 
> — * ohn 


wn =. a Met ” IT ee HP. 


here 


go 
ie 
in 
John 


, William Miller wright there 


| Jimes Lauchlend bonnet maker 


Jobu Watt ditto Mirhead 


$UfSCRIBERS NAMES. 11+ 
John M Lhoſe in Atngibbon William Todd weaver there 
omas M*Lhofe it Balgrochin | George Scott ditto there © 7 
David Bulloch weaver | in Blarſketh James Ewing taylor in King Edward. 
Andrew Park id Bearyards 
].mies Fat rie of Balgrochan mill Given in by Jobn Myon ane . 
Thomas Winning ſervant in Tower velling chapman., 
Mark Thomſon portion, Balgiochan _ 
james M*Lean ſhoemaker Cardyke. John MLymoant, 12 copies e 
abdrew Stirling weaver Waterhde James Goldie chapmag, , 12, copies / 
Robert Findfay portioner there Mr, David Kennedy of at is 
Gilbert Lang ditto in Boghead Comonel Pariſh , 
john Allan wright Kirkintilloch James Kennedy | 
William Gaat dyer Kaldonan mill” 
Alexr. Gordon tarmer Minigaf 
John Stewart cooper there James Johnſton weaver Corbyk now 5 
john Gooding farmer there John Brown farmer Craigea Ealier 
John M*Kay in Palgoun | 
Given in by James Anderfon weaver John M*Lure farmer in Kirkowan 
in Ste warton ä S.m. MLymont mercht. in Girvan 
James Reſide weaver Stewarton Joby Allan fhoemaker in Barr 
Dwid Cunnidgbam there John Gray farmer in Kirkofwald 
William Anderſon there Alexander Herron there | 
Rubert Shaw there Robert Brown farmer Slocbraches 
Matthew Cameron there William Dick ditto there 
Thomas Brawn merchant jahn M*Nider ditto there 
John Wyllie taylor J:imes M&Gill ditto in Daily i 
Henry Harper Thomas Me Harry there 748 
Charles Boyle - . John Gray there 
Allan Gilmour ohn Currie farmer there 
Robert M*Rindle ditto there 
John M*Rindle ditto there 
William Paterſon weaver there 
Gilbert Craig coaikhewer: 
Robert Spiers ditto 
John Craig ditto 
David M- Kibbin farmer in coma 
John Stevenſon ditto Whicly Robert Shawkland in Newlands * x 
Robert Anderfon Perknock james Sha wk land thete 
James Montgomerie farmer Kiibride john M*Airny labourer 
|Þmes Wardrobe farmer F:nwick John Hunter carrier in Ayr 
D. vid Peacock Dunlop 
James Howie Kilwinning Pariſn 
Wiltiam Scott weaver in Paiffey 


"4 4 


: 


William M*Andrew weaver there 


* 


John Lavchland ditto 
Ardrew Picken portioner 
Alexander Dunlop 
William Currie 
James Miller portioner Gallowford 


* 


1 1 n 


Gizen in by Acnisain Nen 
Weaver aud Bockleller Glaſgow, 


Given in by William Koight mereht. The Rev. Mr: Joſeph Hodgſom mi- 
Aberdeen niſter of the goſpel, Carmunocł 
James Henderſon wright Old Mel- The Rev. Mr. Robert Park, mini- 
drum, 10 copies e {ter of the goſpel, Old Mbnkland 
Wittiam Black 1mith Kintyre, 6 cop. The Rev. Mr. John Knox, miniſter 


John Todd weaves ig Kinnundß7 of ihe goſpel, a 4 £ 
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David Riddel plaiſſer 

Andrew Gray N 3 
William Blackwood ditto. 
William Murray ditto 


Jobn. Marſhall ditto + 


Thomas Crawford ditto | 
Robert Love ditto: 
William M*Liotock ditto 
James Lamont ditto | 


John Brownlie ditto 
James Davie ditto 


Alexander Phorſon ditto. 
John Renton ditto 
Robert Miller ditto 


I Nicol Johnſton ditto 


James M<Farlane maſon 


James Billiny ſtocking maker | 


James Robertſon ditto 


Fo Andrew Blackwood ditto 


Stair Kay wright 
Robert Bowie. inkle-weaver 


Henry Anderſon tanner 


John Falconer | 
David Donald weaver 


Thomas Park wright 


Thomas Malcorn ditto 
Alexr. Moriſon candlemaker 
John Burt ſnoemaker 
Thomas Mackie ditto 
Andrew Wilſon ditto _ 
James Stewart ditto. 
Margaret Miller 
Archd. Ferguſon tanner 
James Young potter 


| jo n Thomſon ditto 
4 


rſhal. Gray wa er 4 


Wader Roy 


Robert M- Rea ho 


Daniel Kempt ditto 
| Gideon Warden ditto 


Jobn M*millen workman 
| Bachop e | 
ames Mitchel. <> x wo 


Robert Stirling ditto 


2 Calder weaver ©: 7 
ober t Donaldſon aller; | 


. Archd. Wilfon ſtocking- maker 


Jobu Sheddan ſhoemaker 


ss on 1 55 $ NAMES 


James Leigh potter 
Iſaac Cartlege ditto 


James Wighton c cabinet maker 


David K innimenth ditto 
; Alexr, Low ditto 


James M*Aulay ſawer 

Pearce Dillan plaiſterer 

John Reid wright , 

Archd. Graham. bleacher _ 
William M*Illroy ſtocking-maker 


Jobs Hamilton ditto there 


obert Marſhall cabinet maker 
Jobn Adamſon ditto 
Daniel M*Kinlay flax dreſſer 
William Robertſon 


William Ruſfel candle maker 


Andrew Miller weaver 
Maleolm Beaton potter 
CALTON. 
William Burt ſhoemaker 
Robert Gilleſpie ditto 
Robert Anderſon weaver 
Gilbert Gath ditto 
ohn Brown hammerman 
lizabeth Gray weaver 
James Gray ditto . 
Joſeph Maiden ditto 
Alexr, M*Leran ſmith _ 
James Graham ſhoemaker 
James Granger weaver  _. ' 
Robert Young ſhoemsker 
Andrew Young ditto 
Adam Brown taylor 
David M*Nair weaver 
William Patetſon ditto 
John Barry ditto | 
Robert Taylor weaver 
James Taylor ditto 


GORBALS: 


John Hay plaiſterer 


Jobo Niven weaver 
William Henderſon ditto 


William Dick ditto 


Parlane M*Farlane ditto 


John Duncan of Milnfield 

James Wallace maſon Kirkintilloch 

Willlam Hilles weaver 1 
avi 


nnn 9 


' — * FY 


IRON Parish of Glaſgow. William Thomſon were Chil 
Drew B 


F | rige ; 1 
obs Lyle in Cutaryns N William Cowan at rial ">: 9 


Georpe Wotherſpoon weaver © of 
n Niſbet there Agneſs Dalkrymp te. 1k 7 


n Beveridge collier be | 
ſenry Muir there Alexr. Bain Hangilton Bu 


James Bennie farmer Dalatarac del 
„ Arxcehd. jackion weaver Aaderſton 
y | William Rankin wright Coweudens 


_ Evilliam Hill there + . 

ker William Allan ſervant ' * * Thomas Duo ſmith there | * a 
joho Shearet ſmith in Camlachie | —_ ay” Ind | . * 40 

x | Wiltiam Watchman weaver there .. * ammen nnnn. 


0 D. Lea in Gairdbread Andrew. Jory 3 at c. 7 


an —.— 3 . x john Struthers hoſier * 
* * — Robert Gibſon calle in ce ' 
William' M*Alpin there 179 | 5 ahem + * . 
lohn Braſh there N | MC Blend #: fa E aßeld 5 
jomas Stevenſon Sobcroſs . Janne n armer Ex * 


James M*Alilter i ia Parkhead 


— Mitchel ma = Burnbank 1 
dert Young in Paſſil 
= Brown fatwer there ——— * 5 
obert Paterſon malon Burnhouſe James Aitke there; »'* yy . 
am Smith weaver Parkbyulo * Malcolm Sinclair there n 
illi m Ruſſel | — * 
hn Maſon collier | 1 "yy * 
mes Allan ditto | Jak MReath wripht 1 2 
pbp Dunlop weaver Proventall Andrew. Houſt on ditto there 
iliam Scott weaver in xt ; Joby M /K uchon d. 1 there 45 
(eorge Allan ditto there” _ 
omas Allan ditto there - * Job M*Niel gardner Killigtown i 
tha M · Allum ditto there Abby Pariſh of Paiſſeyß 4 


David maſon collier E Jab Faulds in Neithertgo there”. Pd 
Gorge Cregbton collier Welt Moir Daniel M'Farlane collier i in Halo: 
mes Robertſon Laigh Carntyne there 

peter Henderſon garduer Whithill, William Moriſon Crof mills tang 
eter Gray collier Sbettleſtoen Andrew Muir there | 

kobert Davie weaver there John Arthur linven printer b. 
obert Allan ditto there Jobn Brown ditto there j 


ohn Allan diito there John M. Nab ditto there . 
ohn Witherſpoon there © David Arthur ditothere © © 
James Allan weaver there John M Lelland Weaver Paiſley... 

john Mitchel collier there © 

pho Kenniburgh taylor there William Hamiſton ind in c 
William Moffut right Sandy bills ſelton Carmunnock 


Nobert Oſborn wright Provan Mill James Barclay millet there „ 
loch Noba Meiklejohs farmer Cardowan Alexr. Connel. wripht there 
nock Nachd. Jobulton | Margaret Scouler lex val there | 
Da vid * WI 


nts 


< 


mes Wallace ditto there Walter M*Grifor ditto there 4 


; ir % 9 N 
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1 
7 


N adrew Boyd in Bulble there | 
u Roberton in Nripe there 


Old Menktank 


d $UBSCK 7 8 7 K fy 'N A M x 3. 
"Hogh 


| | Smith farmer 10 Fill of Drip 
3 r Thomfov 3 * weaver n William Auld farmer in 


Neilſon the! 
1 — Clelland er Weſter 


* Show: wright there 


 Jobn Tbomſou ditto r- 


String eee im at im Colloch Ridge | 
Fauler wright there — farmer Dinna vde * 
as Smith worktman-ttbee __ illiam M*Lean Feten Sor — 
 Pettiptew wood cutter there Madrox Fl jp 
ackney Waddel farmer there . Apneſs Faterſon WO. * 
„ee there William Brown in Row ; 
y; yy ſhoemaker there ape Wadde! 
rgaret Wilkie pinceler Carmyle Jobn Waddel of Brige end 
Reid farmer Kenmuir ' — —— Fownt 
id Auld wright Fotlerton Smith well! 
n Auld weaver there — hea 3 ir 1229 
Martin there — Gillefpicin Breowlees 
Te Penman at Auchinſhogle John Paul there 
| Jahn K Weaver there Jobn — of Lowfoor | 
4 Andiew Allan weaver Blackhilt 
Robert * weaver Catder Pariſh George Rullel ip Blackowic | 
Wilm Allar weaver there John Shaw of Brownifde 
9 Barcla 2 * _ | Robert Paterſon in Cothill 
Lindfay to there Juobn Martin of Blaiddin 
Da vic Ruſſel ſmith theres Robert Ronald weaver there 
| George Drew portioner Fnrubrae James Walker in Wards 
James Angus weaver Cryltowa J. nes Thomſon ſuoe maker Tum- 
3 _ mite | 
vid Wilſon miller Mexr. Bell Craftſide 2 y 
> Stark taylor Lecket bin e 51. rth. rocks 
mer | $ WaddeFfarmer Cumberra L 1X 
| Walker rl * x s 
. Alexr. Morn farmer there a 
4 2 in Little Hilt | James Kirling ditto there N | 
E Jabo Paton pardiner thece 
4 mes Taylor Carpenter ag ham Bryſow there 1 
E Mary Archibald there f 
3 nies 12 Ret ſmith there Ja Watſon there . 
1 poo ſawer there Hhmes Pollock taylor 1 ht 
© Joba Jchnſton workman there © Jobn Wait farther there . BG 
| Janes Barr taylor Mill Houſes Robert Braſh taylor there 


James Waker weaver in Seile 


1 . 


133 


— , * 
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ed Ruſſe webe and wright in Robert Stix 
| alter Glentor(y. New!Monklond John Rulle] 


am e ee ef ee john n Hendei fon weight - 
a Clentore 


Janet Finlay: there 
of Langlands th 
| Garbet Hill there 
ames Henderſon in ane 


PIO bin been. 
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be stieg : in Soyſton : * Alexr, Calderon 


tobert Crawford in Damback George Ballintine di 

um. Hay in Auchinſterrie 2 Robert MET hog 1 N 
Robert LI; Andrew Park ſarmer ere ** 4» 
10 Smitb in Weſter Archinkill James Kirkland a weaver e 
ſohn Stirling farmer there | - William Dick Gi wn weaver e 
wess Ruffel Joby Dick ditto there MOD "A, 
iam Martin in Burobrae John Henry 2 there 


Ion: AY 4 
ram Wioning blk wear Nil 1. e xr wright (4 "i 
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